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THE PRESIDENT'S ME SSAGE

Dear George:

By coincidence an article appearing in last Sunday's local
newspaper here in Florida has led to answering a long-standing
open item I had been hoping to include in my book. In the fall
of 1943 our crew was stationed at the Avon Park, Florida Bombing
Range. On a 24 hour pass several of us decided to take the train
to West Palm Beach, mainly in search of female companionship at
a local hotel known to be patronized by service women. To this
day I can picture the hotels however, the name of it had long
passed from memory.

This article in the Vero Beach Press Journal entitled War
Friends Reunite In Vero For Wave Of Memories included a photo
of four ex-service women who had been assigned to duty during
WW II at the local Air Control Station, today's home of Piper
Aircraft. Their names were listed, as was their motel. Conser
quently, I phoned, asking to speak to any one of the four.




Y

In a minute I was talking with ex-WAVE Gloria Zastrow about
events of forty five years ago. I asked her if she remembered
a certain hotel in the Palm Beach area

"Sure, the George Washington-we used to go there."

That was the name I hadn't been able to dredge up. Let's
be thankful for small blessings.

Sincerely,%. QN S.

P.S. Gloria's group were in the service after our crew“kad gone

overseas. " % P

As you know the 99th is always on the look-out for new

Directors of our Historical Society, Interested members should
contact either Fred Hueglin or Joe Kenney.
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CHAPLAINS CORNER

GREETINGS:

Last month we drove to Casper, Wyoming where I saw "Sentimental Journey,"
that beautifully restored B-17 of the Arizona Wing, Confederate Air Force.
Having toured the plane carefully checking the Radio Room I spoke with the
guy who was selling that memorabilia at the rear of the hangar. I kidded
him about the lack of an IFF radio (SCR-535-A) and the missing Frequency
Meter and pointed out that the auxiliary fuel tank transfer and shut-off
valves were missing from the rear bulkhead of the bomb bay. He seemed a
little sensitive about this and I should apologize.

In a rear corner of that same hangar I was very much surprised to see the
ME-109 on display there. It was the first, real live, ME-109 1I'd seen
with the landing gear extended. I feel this was well worth the trip.

Both of these airplanes were designed as machines of destruction. Our be-
loved B-17 did what it was intended to do as did that infamous ME-109., A
real pause for reflection for each of us.

During these troubled times we need to be in Prayer, that the destruction
we necessarily accomplished might not be necessary again.

As we begin this New Year of 1991, let's keep in mind that it is not too
earlv to begin making arrangements for attending our next Reunion to be
held in Albuquerque May 1lst through May 5th, 1991. These Reunions always
hold special meanings to each of us as we meet and greet one another. To
meet one vou have not seen nor heard from for the past fortv-six or seven
vears is more than snecial. I look foreward to seeing you all there.

When Edward Lverett Hale was Chaplain for the United States Senate, some-
one asked; '"Dr. Hale, do vou Pray for the Senators?" He answered; ''No, I

Tt

look at the Senators, and then I Pray for the Country.

To find peace, look for the better vou from within vourself. To live
with the better vou is to live with God. To live with CGod is to have the
saving knowledge of God's Grace.

Jo€) C. Kenney, Chanlain

P
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REGISTRATION
99th BOM3 GROUF REUNION

ALBUQULERQUE, NEW MEXICO APRIL 30 MAY 5, 1991
MARRIOTT HOTEL 2101 LOUISIANA BLVD. NE 87110 (303) 881 68500

NAME:
SPOUSE:
GUEST:
ADDRLSS:
PHONES
SQUADRON:
Number Before After Total
April 1 April 1
REGISTRATION FLCLC: X 315.006 1.5 7%
1 Muy Wednesday
BUS TRIP TO SANTA FE Lunch Not included ¥ $10.00 12.9¢0
SQUADRON GCT ACQUAINTED FINGER FOOD X $£6.20 7.50
2 May Thursday
TOUR AND LUNCII AT KIRTLAND AFD X 36.50 8.00
OR
TOUR of O0ld Town & lunch al La Tlacita
and tour of Indian Culture Center X 4:0.50 13.60
346th & 347th TRAM RIDE AND
DINNER ON TOP OF SANDIA CRIEST X $26.00 32.00
3 May Friday
BUSINESS LUNCII X %13.50 16.50
34Sth & 416th TRAM RIDT AND
DINNER ON TOCP OF SANDIA CREST X 32¢.00 2. 00
1 May Saturvday
SUS TRIP TO SANTA FLE Lunch nol Included X $10.00 12.00
o
TOUR of Coirvnado Statc Moaument {(Pueblo of Kuaua)
Saudwich and drinks tour of winery X £6.090 7.50
OR
TOUR of Old Town & lunch al La Placita
and touwse of Indian Cultuve Centler X $10.50 13.00
NO lIOST COCKTAIL AND
CANQULET X $20.00 £0.020
5 May Sunday GRAND TOTAL
Continental Breabfast HHospitalily Reom Yes or No
HOSPITALITY ROOM OIEN TO 6:00 M
NEEDED VOLUNTEERS TO WORK IN NOSI'ITALITY ROOM YES NO

Thuse thatl did not gel & name badge al lHuntsville last year will be able

Lo gel vae in Albuguergue. We will nevd your name and 98th service dates.
The spouses badges will be identicual but will not have the service dates.
The Ladges cost 35.75 each.

MAKt CHECK PAYABLE TO 23th DGHS REUNION FUND AND MAIL TO:

33th DOMB G HISTORICAL SOCICETY
WALTER H. BUTLER, TREASURER
€608 DELLEHAVEN PL.N.E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87112



NOTES FOR YOUR INFORMATIONON OUR 1991 REUNION

DATLCS: April 30th -May 5th
LOCATION: MARRIOTT HOTEL 2101 LOUISIANA BLVD NL AL3UQUERQUE NM (505)881 6S00

MAKE YOUR ROOM RESERVATIONS DIRECTLY TO THE HOTEL
REGISTER CARLY! TPLEASE! ON REGISTRATION FORM. HELPS US AND SAVES YOU MONEY $%.
MARRIOTT HAS COURTESY CAR FROM AIRPORT TO HOTEL CALL ON ARRIVAL

RV PARKING AT IIOTEL
TABC TO SOUTH

-KOA PARK ON CENTRAL AVE LCAST (505) 2086-3729 EXIT JUAN

MARRIOTT IHAS HEALTII RECREATION _POOL_SPA_ETC SO BRING AI'PROIRIATE ATTIRE

HOSPITALITY ROOM IS FOR MLETING AND GREETING EACH OTHER WE' WILL HAVE IT OPLN
FROM7:00 AM -10:00 PM. COFFEE AND TEA EACH MORNING AT 7:00 AM BAR HOURS WILL BE
AS LISTED IN PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY SQUADRON MIXER
ACQUAINTED WITH CACH OTHER
THE HOSFITALITY ROOM

EACH SQUADRON MEMBERS MEET TOGEBHER AND BLECOME,
- HAVING TINGER TI'OODS AND LIGHT DRINKS THEN Ol\ y0]

TRIP TO SANTA FE-BUS RIDE AROUND CITY -PARK IN SQUARE AND WALK TOUR ON YOUR OWN

TOUR KIRTLAND AFD-SCELE AND VISIT CURRENT OPERATIONS ON THE AIR BASE - LUNCH
OFFICERS CLUB

TRIP TO OLD TOWN TOUR OF OLD TOWN - LUNCH AT LA PLACITO (fvod of your cholice)
AND VISIT TO THE FUEBLO INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER
TRAM RIDE AND DINNER ON TOP OF SANDIA CREST
ACCOMADIATIONS

TIIURSDAY AND FRIDAY NIGHT PRESENTATION  BRITISH OFFICER SY FELDMAN (99th Member)
A WWi1l FIGHTER DPILOT OF RATI" RECOUNTS IS EXPERIENCES OI' HIS WAR I VCR AFTER

A MUST - BY SQUADRON FOR ADEQUATE

FRIDAY BUSINESS LUNCH YOU MAY VISIT SHODDING CENTERS NEAR HOTEL (BEST OF ALBUQ)

SATURDAY YOUR CHOICE O TrRIPS OR RELAXING AT HOTEL
Wincry AND PULEBLO RUINS

SANTA FC OLD TOWN

SATURDAY NIGHT NO HOST COCKTAILS AND SANQULT MUSIC OF TIE 30's AND 40's
DANCING MUSIC GREAT!

SUNDAY MLET FOR COFIFEE AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST IN HHOSPITALITY ROOM 7:00 AM
TILL??? HOSPITALITY RCCM OPEN TO 6:080 M - IO CHECK OUT TIME 1:2:00 NOON
COME AND ENJOY YOURSELF IF YOU wWCULD LIKLE TO HLLP US CUT IN THE HOSPITALITY
ROOM LET CUS I‘\'NOW WE NCEED SOME ASSISTANCE!

ONCE AGAIN PLAN AHEAD AND REGISTER EARLY TO DELP US IN MARING ARRANGEMENTS TOR
CACH ACTIVITY THAT IS DPLANNED

WALTER BUTLER WILL ACCOUNT FOR THE MONIES AND DAY THE BILLI AXD LOU DOATWRIGHT
WILL DPUT YOUR ACTIVITIES IN HIS COMIUTCER AND OUT WILL COME YOUR TICKETS, ETC.
FPLEASE REGISTER LCARLY TO HELD US! LATE REGISTRATION WILL COST YOU $$$ AND US
TROUDLE ' THANKS!

SERNIE AND DORIS DBARIT DID MOVE ACROSS THE STREET TO 73188 VISTA DLL AR
NM S7103

3Y0,ALBUY

OUR 1Gth AlRR TORCE WILL BE HAVING A RCUNION IN LAS VEGAS NV IN SEPT OR OCT 1991
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND AND HAVI A 4uth NOS “l'lmLI'l‘; RO0M LET BL‘RNI‘* BARR
KNOW SO WE CAN DO IT TOGLETHER--WE CAN TAILCUAT GN WHAT THE 15thal IS DOING AND
MEET INTORMALLY ON OUR OWN DURING THE LULL DPCERIODS. /674/7, wc hear.
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39lh BGHS Reuniva
Albuquergue, New Mexico
April 30,1881 - May 5,191

Tues. April 30

1:00PM - 4:00 PM Registration
1:00PM - 10:30 PM Hospitality Room Cpen
4:00 PM - 10:30 PM Bar Opeu

Wed.May 1

3:00 AM 4:00 PM Registration

7:00 AM Coffee & Tea Hospitality Room

9:00 AM Tour lo Saunta Fe

11:00 1:00 'M Bar Opcen

4:00 M 6:00 PM Bur Open

6:30 PM - Squadicn Miser - Buffet ¢ Deer (Men and Ladies)
End of Mixes to 10:00 PM Bax Open

. May 2

7:00 AM - 9:00 AM Coffee & Tea Hospitality Room
7:30 AM DBus Leaves Trip to KAFB Menn And Ladies

Tour 16066 Air Dase Wing

1535Qth Combat Training Wing
Helicopler C 130, Visual Flight Simulator
Tour - Atomic Muscum Tressel
12:00 Noon Lunch Officers Club

10:00 AM Bus Ilvcaves TFopr 0l1d Town and lunch at La Placita and tour

Indian Cullure Center & Museum

4:00 M 2:.00 PM Bar Open

4:30 PM Bus leaves for 346th & 347th Tram Ride & Dinner
7:30 PM - 10:30 PM DBay Open Cy Feldman Bag DPipes

VCR - 99th BG Show

'i. May 3rd

7:00 AM Coffee & Tea Huspitality Room
:30 AM Buard M\_-urting

10:00 - 11:30C Bar Dpi it
12:00 Noon Business Meecling & Lunch Men aud Ladies)
2:00 PM Board Mceeting
4:00 I'M .00 PE Cur Opan
4:32 PM Bus leaves foo 3125 & H40WhH Tram Ride & Dinncer
7:30 PM - 10:300 Duwv Opin Cy TFeldmun Bag Pipes
VCR 30t BG Show
ay +
T:00 AM Coulfee & Tea Qospitalily Room
:00 AM DBus leaves for Sanity [ ( n And Ladies)

1{) 60 AM Bus leaves for 91d Town and Luncli «l La Placita and touvw

Indmn Cullure Center & Muscum

10:45 AM Tauv of Coronade Slate Menuvicnt {(Pueble of Ruawvad
Sandwiches uand drinks tour of Winery

11:00 AM 1.8 PM Dui Open

3:30 M 5:00 PM Baw Open

6:00 PM No lost Cocktiails

7:00 PM Banguel

Music - Dancing Svund Fuctory (Threc picce Dand)

After Dinner to 11:00PM Dur Open

Sun May 5

D
Nl

Y AM Coffee & Teuw Continvutal Dreuskfas
12:00 Noon chech wut
Hospilalily Noowm Cpea to G:00 M

A\ gﬁaudil’rb AlUUlﬂ

of the

of

Lthe

See. page 24 [o, Marrio# fy/J/Y;//m
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ALBUQUERQUE REUNION APR. 30 - MAY 5 1991

39382 578 33 D)
MAK® YOUR R:ESERVATION ALBUQUERQUEMﬂl'['lOtt
DIEECT TO THZ HOTEL °
’?OR RCOiS! 2101 LOUISIANA BOULEVARD NE {(I-40 at Louisiana)
o ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110 - (505) 881-6800
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NEWS, DUES & VIEWS

Marriott of Albuquerque informs us that seven floors of the hotel
are designated Non-Smoking. We are indebted to Joe Young, one of our

mmany Marriott friends forthis welcome information.

Al el s16eping ol e I S e Y O TaToTn UATS ressrat ICEEe) Bob Cannellos asks if we have a system for locating straggling 99ers.

MAME OF e iy o negparciesp & e SCASELRRAEEN T SSame LS Bob, I am glad you asked me that. Yes, we have a postcard search which
or th avaiiabilit rates.
onour 99TH BOMB GROUP HISTORICAL SOCIETY Y has gotten us a few addresses. We write to all persons in a man's hometown
OATES ) CUT OFF DATE of record who have the same last name. In spite of the 48-year time lapse
_April 30 through May 5, 1991 April 9, 1991 we do find some stragglers! george
ARAIVAL OEPARTURE
DATE DATE .
G wARE T Y 2 During the recent past all of the 99th work accumulated in our
DAY DAY In-Basket.. However, by such sneaky devices as sending out newsletter
Finm - - analyses with no personal letters we have managed to gain on the said
CREIT CARDS InBasket to the point where we ma et t i
— T y " Yy g onto the trail now and then.
NAME €anwhile we have de
ferred all research until we get sn d i
oy STATE DPCOOE R T owed in. sorry.
- LASTNAME FIRST WDOLE |.siGNaTURE georee
Rollaway Beda $10.00. Cbs Free Check in after 3 pm Your Editor, after an 18-month period of feeling poorly has recovered
ARRIVAL DATE OF SHARING PARTY ShioP VRIS eP Wk PEMII sime  DecweulmAEER and is back on the trail. My thanks for the Get Well cards and the HAPPY
OOUBLE OOuUs OR .
PLEASE CAICLE TYPE OF AOOM AEOUESTED ey $64 00 pAnG $125.00 g R R O e BIOPSY card george
SUINGLE TRALE PARLOA ROOM of artval unikesa we have a MAr credit card # (above)
! 8E0 1 PERSON $64 .00 |?9€D5 3IPERSONS $64.00] +18e0RO0M of an advance depesA aquivalan 1o the first rights mom
DOuveLE QUAD & tax charpes.
130 2 PERBONS $64 .00 | 20€0s - 4 PersOrs 264 00
Come visit Albuquerque, the Sandia Mountains, you will find sophisticated metropolitan des- evidence points to the prehistoric
magical year-round Southwest Albuquerque refreshingly unique tinations stimulate the mind. existence of Sandia Man much 5 :
vacation city. Our ; and unspoiled. Pueblo Indians inhabited the earlier, about 12,000 years ago. Merre b /F' elo/ /V €L s le €y
inspiring combination Centuries of native Albuquerque area for hundreds Albuquerque was founded in
of landscapes and Indian and Hispanic of years befere 1706 and named for the Duke of
cultures offers a cultural influences Francisco Coronado ‘e Alburquerque (original spelling)
colorful canvas for are balanced against entered New Mexico by colonists who had been given TR|BUTE |N T"-E TlME e a2

permission by the King of Spain
to establish a new villa. That
area is now known as Old Tbwn,
one of the city’s most interesting

futuristic research in 1540 searching for
Romantically set and development. the fabled ‘‘Seven
between the famous * Dazling natural Cities of Gold."”

Rio Grande and the majestic beauty refreshes the soul while Archaeological

you to explore.

A unique purchase of memorial tiles
was made by the World War II 99th

attractions. Narrow winding enchiladas, permanent observation points
streets lead you to quaint shops ~ tamales, chile offer a thrilling 11,000-square-mil¢ =) “\\ Bomb Group. The Group, and 9ach of the
and restaurants. It's a wonderful  and other deli- panorama, including Mt. Taylor 135 al'l'l 0‘1 four squadrons, purchased tiles to tell
place to enjoy the historic cacies are 100 miles to the west. 5 . :
Southwest. legendary. Everywhere, a city of dramatic . = ' their story, and bl.an k tl|.eS to fOI‘I"Tl a
Plan on sampling plenty of Ride the Sandia Peak Tram, contrasts, Everywhere, exciting ff— — border around their section. Their order
exotic New Mexican cuisine, a breathtaking 5,000-foot ascent activities await. It's the Art of . .
a melding of ancient Indian and on the longest tram in the world Exploring Albuquerque. added $650 to the h erltage tile fund of
Hispanic trafiition. then copied ~ 2.7 miles in 20 minutes. ) the new museum b u | ' d I n g . Y oum ig ht
but never quite duplicated any- Then from Sandia Peak, more = ki S . ]
place else in the country, the than 2 miles above sea level, l g & consider a similar segment for your or-
| Old Town Alba- 2z ol ™ anization. (See tile reservation form
querque’s Old Town Plazais the heart of the DRI T E: 2 s N g (
A g this village was 3 2 attached) Volunteer Martha Amoruso accepts the
formed in the traditional Spanish pattern of a T Call the foundation office. 714-655- tile reservation order and check from
! central plaza surrounded by a church, govern- B B Sl ,at ' 55 Frank English of the 99th Bomb Grou
ment buildings and homes. Today Old Town 2138, for details.
is a wonderful place to enjoy the historic
Southwest and browse in more than 100 shops, y dregerae
boutiques and restaurants. Enjoy jewelry,
crafts, art galleries, museums, San Felipe de W%Ug%m
Neri church, New Mexican food and fasci- ) AIREORT

nating adobe architecture.
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QUOTE S

from VICTORY IN EUROPE by Max Hastings and George Stevens.

[ on June 6, 1944] the greatest amphibious force the
world had ever seen began to steam its slow ponderous course across
the darkened Channel. Below decks thousands of men lay crammed in
their bunks reading, sleeping, playing poker, nursing sea-sickness
and the ¢reat tensionthrust upon them by knowledge of what lay ahead.

Above them in the night sky, the great fleet of transport aircraft

and gliders droned towards its dropping zones packed with men, each

one clumsily burdened by his deadweight of weapons and eguipment.
Resistance groups throughout France received the Action Messages

for which they had waited so long, alerting them to mobilize and

begin acting against German units and communications. Incredibly,

even now the German High Command failed to perceive either the invasion

fleet or the signifigance of the massallied activity.

P 128

It seems that the technique which the 99th pioneered
in the invasion of Sicily was used a second time to blank out the
German radarand conceal the 7000 ships of the Allied invasion fleet.

I hope to write about this WTRIO.

.. Since I wrote you
looking for survivors of the
B-24 crew shot down by one
of the squadrons of the 99th
BG, I was contacted by
Steve Birdsall, author, for
additional information
about the incident. He

wants to include the story in-

a book about the B-17 he is
completing for his pub-
lisher. With the information
I gdve him, he found the
group, squadron, plane and
pilot of the downed B-24.
The group was the 450th. |,
since, was given the name of
the operations officer of the

squadron by Victor Meeker .

of the 450th BGHS. The op-
erations officerisnow a
colonel, apparently retired.

fe-p/mfec’ [/’ow

Steve Birdsall wrote
it would be interesting to
get a copy of the Missing
Plane Crew Report on the
B-24. I obtained this at the
Washington National |
Records Center, located in
Suitland, MD, and part of
the Archives in nearby
Washington, D.C. This
report reveals: Two B-24
witnesses never mentioned
that 36 B-17s were just a few
hundred feet away when the
B-24went down. They say
only that their squadron was
under attack by e/a and one
B-24 went down with the
wing on fire and exploded
about 2,000 feet above the

(When The Rush Is Over.)

?jeo.

Br"./'e//'n_,,Journa/ of /14;‘ g—ZéfC/ué

water. Eleven parachutes
were seen. The 11th man
was on the flight as an
observer. All men were
listed as MIA. 1feel sure all
were KIA. Ive written the
operations officer, inquiring
if there were any survivors. |
already have definite evi-
dence two of the crew did
not survive. '
., Thave no hope of
ever getting a reaction to my
story by any B-24 crewmen
present that day. The fact
thattwo witnesses said
nothing about fire from the
B-17s has convinced me of .
this. The firstcontact

made with Vic Meeker, he
wrote that he would have
known about the incident
if it had happened. It was
the talk of the 99th for days.
Is it possible that no one in
the B-24 squadron knew
their planes were being fired
at?

I assume you pub-
lished my request fora con- .
tact with any of the B-24
crewmen on the scene that .~
day, Jan. 16, 1944.
Wallace Bush
308 N.Red Hill Rd.
Martinsburg, WV 25401

- BRIEFING/Fall 1830, page 26
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - 1991 DUES -$15

NEWSLETTERS 1981-1990 $10 per yr.81 82 83 84 85 86 _87_88 89 90 Total

NAME SQUADRON (OR ASSOC.)
ADDRESS NEW, RENEWAL
CITY STATE ZIP PHONE

Mail to Walter Butler, Treasurer, 8608 Bellehaven Place NE, Albuquerque,
NM, 87112. Make check payable to 99BGHS. The upper left corner of
your address label shows the date to which you are paid up.

We continue the subscriptions of deceased members for an extra

year, but please remember to send us any change of address.
* * * * * * * *

T APS

ED JENKINS We have word from Frank English that Ed
has passed away. Ed's daughter, Carol, says that Ed died on Oct 13,1990
from a sudden heart attack.
RAYMOND F. CURRY Our father, Raymond F. Curry, passed away
September 14, 1990. He was an avid reader of your newsletter and was
always reading both historical and technical publications. about his
beloved B-17. Our entire family extends our thanks to each of you
for giving him so much enjoyment.

The following notice appeared in the Youngstown Vindicator.

RAYMOND F. Curry, 72; Retired Electrician from GATX, Lowellville.

Mr. Curry, of 2119 Steward Rd., who died of cancer Friday morning.
His nickname was "Tuss". . . His wife, the former Margaret E. Joyce,
whom he married Oct. 31, 1942, died Apr. 1, 1990.

He leaves a son, Raymond E. of Winchester, Va.; two daughters,
Mrs. Kathy Lucido and Mrs. Mary Ann McCaughtry, both of Lowellville;
and nine grandchildren. .

Thank you Raymond F. Curry

REUNIONS

30 Apr 1991

99th Bomb Group, Albugquergque NM
Bernice Barr, 7408 Vista del Arroyo, Albuquerque NM 87109
16 Sep 1991 15th Air Force Association, Las Vegas NV
Spring 1992 99th Bomb Group, Baltimore MD
James R. LaVey 2414 Girdwood Rd. Timonium MD 21093




g9th Bomb Gp Historical Society
Walter H. Butler - Treasurer
8608 Bellehaven Pl. N.ﬁ.
Albuguerque, New Mexico 87112

FORWARDING AND RETURN
POSTAGE GUARANTEED
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTEI

Reo sTel’

Edition

Change of Address

Raymond D. Berendt
Emanuel Gyler
George Ardelean
George W. Brandt

Joe Lesch

957 George Krause
958 Lawrence H. Pearson
959 W.J.Lutkenhouse

960 Jack C. Fiegenbaum
961 Dr. Alex E. Ratelle

FOUND

NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE

PAID
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Aihlmlmrqup NM
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IN 46268-4401
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NJ 08204 346
CA 94702
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