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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

GREETINGS TO ALL 99 ers: 

At this time of the year, there always seems to be a sort of letdown, somehow, for 99th 
business. The 1985 Reunion is over and the 1986 Reunion in Dayton is still far enough away 
not to be on the front burner of everyone's mind. Except, of course, for Jim Sopp (Dayton 
Chairman) and his committee. They are having regular meetings, one of which I have 
attended, and everything is in great shape. The 99th Memorial Committee members have been 
in constant contact with each other and Chairman Sopp has kept one informed through copies 
of Committee Proceedings and telephone conversations. We hope to have news for you on the 
final selection soon. 

I have been particularly busy because we sold our southern Michigan residence ourselves and 
have been in the tiresome process of driving back and forth ()250 miles each way), packing 
valuables to transport up here in the north, by car, to Old Mission, Michigan, and just 
packing in general for the movers. Moving is a traumatic experience for everyone, I guess, 
especially for old 99thers! 

I wouJd like to take this opportunity to say one thing that has not been emphasized in the 
Newsletter in the past. This was brought to my attention in Seattle. The 99th Bomb Group 
Historical Society is a Bomb Group Society, made up of both flight and ground personnel, 
each of equal importance in my mind. So, for those of you who served the 99th, in either 
catagory, please write to George Coen with any anecdotes or personal experiences you may 
have had, or hear about, whether on ground or in flight. 

I hope this holiday season and the coming year are happy and healthy for all of you! 

Sincerely, 
Joe Chance 
P.O. Box 59 
Old Mission, Michigan 49673 
1-616-223-7448 
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A l 1 a pp y 1 9 U :) to c1 11 o f yo u fr o :.1 a 11 o f u s on 't h e D a y t O 11 11 e u n ion Co:t1!.1ittee. l\nd .1ith this ;re<=tin:� we urrr,e you to r:tiirl< your ccJlendcrs to 
join us in Dayton, June 2·7-29, l)�G. 

!leadquarters llotel 

1,./e will use the Dayton !·iJrriott loc3t2d clt 1L1111 :;outh Patter:..;on UlvJ. 
Th e J a y ton i·1 a r r i o t t i s a be a u t i f u 1 n 2 lv 11 o t e 1 c on v en i en t 1 y 1 o u1 t e cl j u s t off of I-'75 in c:i scenic part of Dayton. Durin;i; June in �ouU!,�rn Jhio, 
tne crees and flo1vers c1re in full bloor;1 and tlli:, 1,-1ill l i elp crt::,Jte a 
r e 1 a x e u d t m o s p ll e r e f o r 0 : . .ir r c u ,1 i o n . F o r t h c , n e In b e r s o f t 11 e ') () t ; 1 lJ l 10 a r e 
.still athletes tliere is an indoor-outdoor s11i.,1 ,;1i11rr 'JOol, a 1,Jl1irlcool a11d .., l . Jos;;ers can run on the bike path alon1 tl1e Great :-JL:imi River. 

llotel Reservations 

H1e i·1arch and ;·1c1y issues of our :1e1vsletter Hill have a printcj copy of 
the flarriott Heservation For.n. Cut out this for,1i and ",ail it 11ith the 
requested infor1nation directly to the :-1arriott. Ti1is iJentifies you as 
a :,1e:,iber of the 99th 130:. ib :]roup ;1.s. and entitles you to the special 
roo:.1 rate. The Dayton t!arriott is discountin;:; their rat,2s :;,3�.00 to us. 
0 u r c_ o o i� / r a t e i s .j; 5 5 • 0 0 p 1 us 1 2 ,I, s n le s tax . P 1 ease note th 3 t the 'J 9 th i s 
not 1flc1kini; the roo,,1 reservations for you. The D2yton �·!arriott llas 
b 1 o ck e d o ff the f o 11 owing n u ,n be r o f r o o r1 s for our use . 

Day 
Date 
R00!1lS 

1,Jed. 
6/25 

( 0) 

Tllurs. 
G/25 

(50) 

Fri. 
6/27 
200 

Sat. '.:,un. 
6/2;3 6/29 
200 25 

;-1on. 
G/30 
(0) 

Our f!�c:1Jquarters is a very popular co:,unerciJl hotel and during t�1e 
:.iusiness week they arc usually filled to capacity. Unfortun<Jt,�ly, they 
cannot c;rant us reunion rates for Tuesday or i,fednesdc1y ni;�l1t,s ancl they 
anticipate havinJ only (50) roo.iis available for our use on Thursday 
night at reunion rates. 

If you µlan on arriving earlier in the week and 1,Jic,h to stay at the 
Harriott at co111.i1ercial rates, �ve �wuld suGgest that you contact the.n to 
see if they have any dVailalJle roo;11s. Tlle roo1;JS tl1,it are bloc!<ed off 
for our ,ne.nbers are reserved on a first co1ne and first served basis ... 
So be sure to get your reservations in as soon as possible after you get 
the :farch newsletter. 

Registration For:11 

The 99th !3o;nb Group registration form will also apµear in the :larch Glod 
May newsletters. This fon,1 is to be co:npleted and returned \vith your 
check to: Ernest Gentit 

P.O. Cox 393 
Bryan, Ohio 43506 
Tel# (419) 636-3959 

Ernest is our contact for all Dayton Reunion infonnation. 

continued on Page 3 

continued from page 2 3 

Ec1cl1 111eiHuer \Jill l.Je assessed a :�2J.OO rc;;istration f(�e and Jn adclition::il 
.;;10.:::io \Jill tie cl1dr,�ed for a iJife or Ju,�st. Ec1ch aslditional ,;uest 
fa"1ily \-Jill b2 assesseu the sai11e a·nount. This fee covers the ririnte,J 
pro,tra!os, posta0c, hospitality suite, name tai�S, envelopes c1nd other 
inc id en tal s. Tile re lJi 11 be cJ separate price sc !led ul e for tlie t,1eal s, 
bun q u et and other activities , ,,1 hi ch you 111 a y 1..; is h to t :..i k e part of on a 
voluntc1ry basis. for tl1::>se not stc:Jyin1r, at the 1-larriott, aJv.:rnced 
reGistration is still required. Inuicate on tlle re:tistrc:ition for:n that 
you are stayinJ elseHhere. 

Airport to �iarriott Transportation 

For those who plan to fly to !Jayton, tile �arriott is located about 
twenty 111inutes fro:o the l\irport. Airport Li1110 Service is availGlble at 
t 6 • 0 0 p e r p e r so n o n e i-1 a y . The .I\ i r po r t L i rn o Ser v i c e O f f i c e i s lo c ate d 
<.1djacent to the Uu;:\Ja�e Clai.11 ar-c:a at the Airport. The telephone nu,11ber 
is 893-7171. Li:nos leave the airport about every forty r,1inute�, for the 
Marriott. 

this meagre installment of the War Diary just to show our good 
Note that it is a back number which we somehow skipped. We We present 

intentions. 
continue to do our damn des t • geo 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 • 
6. 

10. 

14. 

MISSION REPORT 

UNIT: 99th Bomb Group. TIME: 1330 
39 OFF TO Bomb Monastary at Cassino, 
1 EARLY 38 sorties. 

38 OVER TARGET AT: 0930 HOURS, AT: 
35 DROPPED ON TGT: 104 TONS 500 
3 OTHERS Returned bombs to base. 

DATE: 15 February 1944 
Italy 

18 ,000 FEET. 
LB 2P BOMBS .lx.01 FUSES 

MAH FLAK AT TARGET: Heavy and light, moderate and fairly accurate as to deflection, 
accurate as to range. 

RESULTS. ESCORT GAVE TIME AND PLACE OF RENDEZVOUS AND DEPARTURE FROM BOMBERS: 
Bombs hit in smoke which covered the target. A few hits were observed slightly to 
the NW of target. The target area appeared to be well covered. 

HEADQUARTERS 
NINETY-NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT: 
MISSION: 15 February, 1944 -- MONASTARY AT CASSINO, ITALY. 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: None. 
B. Flak: In the target area, the 99th Bomb Group experienced moderate heavy 

flak of the tracking type. 
II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Land: (All observations from 17 ,000 1 - 19,000 1 ) 
0926 The A/0 at 41° 30 1 N - 13° 44 1 E was worst 
0927 4 convoys totalling 100 motor trucks were seen at 41° 30 1 N -

13 ° 44 1 E heading east toward Cassino. 
0930 Heavy artillery fire observed coming from a point 5 miles N 
of Cassino 
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MISS ION REPORT 

1. UNIT: Notary GROUP. TIME: DATE 17 -2-44 2. 39 OFF TO: Repair shops and vehicular concentrations near Lake Alb 3. C EARLY. 33 SORTIES. #16 4 crashlanded before targe;�
o. 

6 • 1 
7. 3-5 

OTHERS: Crash landed before reaching target.
E/A SEEN: identified. No attacks. 

14. 

l . 
) - .
l . 

( . 

I • 

0. 

4. 

Target area:-

RES�LTS. �SCORT �AVE TIME AND PLACE OF RENDEZVOUS AND DEPARTURE FROM BOMBERSShips believed hit. 
Large fire with thick black smoke. 
--;;----�---- to south of target on road. 
Area smoke covered. 

MISSION REPORT 
UNIT: Notary GROUP: TIME: 1506 21 OFF TO: Zagreb JA/D, Yugoslavia 3 EARLY 18 SORTIES 18 1052 21,500 18 5 4  5 00 

DATE: 22 February 1944 

.1 nose .025 tail 
Slight, inaccurate, light. __________ 1From hillside N of target.
RESULTS. ESCORT GAVE TIME AND PLACE OF Weather prevented 

. RENDEZVOUS AND DEPARTURE FROM BOMBERS approach to primary target so za b A/D opportunity. Bombs scattered over a wide are 

. g�e . was �ombed as a target of
of hangars then held 10-20 a/c So f. 

a with hits in the dispersal areas east 
were hit. There was considerable sn�! o�r��e

w���u�;art
h
�d

h
and

d
it is believed 4 TiE a/c 

J w ic ma e observation difficult. 
HEADQUARTERS 

NINETY-NINT� BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARMY AIR FORCES 
Office of the Intelligence Officer 

)ECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT: 
[SSION: 22 February, 1944 - ZAGREB A/D, YUGOSLAVIA

ENEMY RESISTANCE: 
A. Fighters: None 

B. Flak: Ove r  the target area the Group observed a few bursts of 
lak which appeared to come from a hi 11 just south of Zagreb.

light, inaccurate 
t. None of our aircraft were

As the Group passed over Sibeni·ck h 
effectual bursts f 1 · ht fl k 

arbor on the return, a few o 1g a were seen to burst below rmation. and at some distance from the

SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 
A. 

greb 
Communications: Seven or eight trains were observed in and one 5 0  to 7 0  car train 

the marshal ling yards at was observed leaving the yards 
rect ion. in a southeasterly 

B. Flak Positions: Some flak was observed comin JOS lavi a and from the harbor at Si beni ck' Yugoslavia. 
g from a hill south of Zagreb'

C. Smoke Screen: None.

6 

5. 

99th Bomb Group Historical Society 
Memb rship R ster 

Membership directory has been removed for privacy.
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I am writing a book about the American planes that landed or crashe d  
i n  neutral Switzerland during World War I I .  

I would be most interestea to get in touch with former internees 
as well as to o�tain picture s of interned planes anQ aircrews here in 
Switzerland. Personal reports about the missions and the time spent in­
terned would prove most valuaele to  my re search. 

I am looking forward t o  h�aring from airme n who were interned in 
my country during the war. Please write to me at the addre ss  below. 

HANS-HEIRI STAPFER, BERGSTRASSE 3.5 , CH-8810 Horgen/ZR, SWI'l'ZERLAND 

From the AIR FORCE Magazine for August 1985 we print the following : 

I a.r.i a veteran of the E ighth Air Force . I a;m seeking contact with 
B-24 and B-17 crewmen who were forced down in Switzerland during the per-
iod 1943-1945 . 

I am seeking informatimn ab0ut units, crews , ai rcraft serial numbers ,
and spe cifics regarding crashes and forced landings . Please contact me 
at the address below. 

Fores t  S .  Clark, 220 Fairmount Ave . ,  · S .  P lainfie ld NJ 0'].080 
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PRESS RELEASE By S/Syt . Wil l iam Brink Jr. 
FRUM : 99th Bomb Group 
THRU: �th Winy ( US )  
November 9 ,  1943 

ATTENTI ON :  McCook Daily Gazette ( Neb . )  
Omaha, Neb. , World Herald 

AN ADV ANCED NORTH AFR ICAN AIR BASE--A one-time civilian flyiny instructor who became 
an ace Flyiny Fortress pilot and squadron commander, MaJor C . 1 .  ( C l i c k )  Aspegren , 32 . of 
;n o West 3rd St . ,  McCook, Neb . •  is on his way home from North Africa after completing his
allotted 5 0  bombing missions. 

I n  his Fortress , "Spirit of McCook , "  Aspegren ranged far and wide with the North
African air armada in heaping destruction on t argets in Pante l leria, Sici l y ,  Sardinia , 
I tal y .  southern France , Austria and Greece . He began combat flying March 19 , 1943 , with an 
attack on an enemy convoy in the Med i terranean , and finished up October 31 over a target in 
southern France . 

The fl yer commented aft er his soth mission : " T he enemy was tough and the air oppo­
sition has a l ways been aggressive and concentrated when it was  there. Our p l anes have 
proved the ability to give and take and have earned a healthy respect on the part of the 
enemy. " 

Early in his combat  career Aspegren demonstrated flying ability which earned him the
post of squadron operations officer. Later he became commanding officer of his squadron 
and his firm bel ief in training and air discipline we l ded his flyers into a hard-hitting , 
precision instrument. 

The Nebraskan  was  known among those who f l ew with him as " the man who never turns 
bac k "  from a mission because of minor mechanical troubles. Once he pul l ed out of formation 
over Messina , Sici l y, when fl ak disabled one engine and hit other . He pul l ed out to pro­
tect another ship in his el ement which had been crippl ed .  Together the two p l anes 1 imped 
b a c k  to North Afric a , on l y  to be a t t a c ked by a swarm of enemy fighters near the coast . 
Aspegren ' s  evasive tactics saved both planes and enab l ed the gunners to bl a st d9wn seven
Jerry pursuit planes. 

A spegren part icipated in t he historic Fortress raid on Rome and many times was en­
trusted with directing his ent i re Fortress group in b a t t l e  a s  l ead pil ot . He has  been 
awarded the Air Medal and nine Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Aspegren, who cherishes a desire to fly the B-29, world ' s  yreatest bomber , is a flying 
enthusiast with many years experience. He was an instructor at Great Bend, Kan . ,  before 
being commissioned an officer in the Air Forces May 29 ,  1942 . 

The major 1 ooked forward to a re uni on with his wife , Murie 1 , who lives at 309 Lakeside 
Ave . , Seatt l e ,  Wash. Concerning his future he s aid: " After a rest, it ' s  up to the War 
Department , and what they say is fine with me." 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1. King , Raymond H . ,  S/Sgt., 13134668 , 99th Bomb Group , 347 Sq.

Home address: 1027 Newton Ave., Lawrence Park , Erie, PA 
Age: 23 
I nt err: 26 Jul 44 
Duty: Armorer-Gunner 
Missions: 43 

1. Baker, Ray W., T/Sgt . ,  16 018999 , 99th  Bomb group , 347 Sq .

Home address: RR #4, Carlenville ,  1 1 1 .  
Age : 29 
I nterr : 26 Jul 44 
Duty: Engineer-Gunner 

SECRET 

HEADQUARTERS F I FTEENTH A I R  FORCE 
APO 5 20 ,  U.S. Army 

Membership directory has been removed for privacy.
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2. 15 March - A/D in Udine Area. B-17. D i rect flak  hit in tail of s hip. Left st abilizer 
and beyond tail wheel sh i p  was entirely shot up. Ship went into l arge circling gl i de down , 
not lo s ing altitude too r a pidly. Baker opened up bomb bays and bail ed on order from co­
pilot. baker turned on AS before he l eft. King fol l owed Ba k er out bomb b ay  { could not 

open wais t windows.)  Nine chutes were seen to open. Tail ed turret gunner received direct 
hit on his position and did not get out. Landed in area of 4555- 1 352. 

3. Sgt. Baker had strained back from j ump and l anded on his back doing further inj ury. He
wa s j oined by  King almost immediate l y  and by  a New Zea l and escapee who  took them to a 
hiding p l ace where they remained hidden until that night. The New Zealander brought in two 
ot her New Zealanders who took King and Baker to a fa rmhouse where Baker remained in bed for 
a month. A doctor was brought in to care for him. 

A New Zeal ander took King to another nearby town, Reverado, where he  remained. Both
remained in the area from 15 March until 1 3  Jul y. 

About 11 July a band of P a rtis ans ( 1/2 Yugoslav and 1/2 Italian) contacted B a ke r  and 
King th rough a New Zea l ander s taying at the Gigante home. Were tol d  t hat t hey coul d  be 
taken into mountains near Trieste. Baker's uniform dyed a dark blue and King in an Italian
s ailor uniform. H ad dog tags for identification. Started off on t he afternoon of 13 July
on bicycles. 

Pa s s ed through Ruda and s tayed all night. Got food there. Next town was Ranchi. 
Were very cl ose to Geritzen , pa s sed around outs k i rt s, t h ence to Loqu e ,  where  a Britis h 
Mis sion wa s contacted. Had left bicycl es near Ranchi. traveled with four New Zealanders

al l way , guided by Partisans. 
Remained on  day  ( 15 Jul y) at Br. Mis sion to rest. Received underwear ,  socks and 

shoes. Were given p as ses by Br. Mission to cross into Yugos l avia. Cro s sed rive r in s mal l 
group s and then reformed in Yugo sl avia. T r avel ed to S. Pistre ( Italy) and thence into
Yugosl avia at 1 500 24 Jul y. Had a meal and sl ept a bout two hou rs. Went to A/D, a new
fie l d. First A/C l anded 21st. Evacuated at 12; 3 G-47 s landed , unloaded and took off for 
Bari. Two ship s of wounded Partisans and other had 5 Americans and four New Zealanders and 
two Englishmen. Landed Bari about 0300 25 Jul y. 

Sgt. King was car rying a l etter from an Englis h Officer at  the British Mis sion. 
Letter is posses s  now of Escape Office. 

APPENDIX B 

Gigante , Eugenio Province Udine , town of Torsa , fami l y  of six. A l s o s hel t ering a New

Zea l ander for 10 months. Left chit with this man (Baker). 

Ba rtolucie Famil y in town of Roverado of  21 p eo p l e. Brough t food and p r_ovided
sl eeping qua rters and ot her favors. Del Sette fami ly  in �overado a'. s� hel ped. Chi t  l eft 
with them. Thes e people fed Baker and King better than their own famil i es were fed. 

Town of Rivienano Stayed in fiel ds and were hel p ed by two women who fed them ( King a�d 
Baker) ; Gabello , Sarah and Mercedes, no first name known. left chit here. Al so a Catho l ic 
Sister, Sister Gabriel , speaks Engl ish ,  hel ped through others. 

Dominic Dominica One fascist fami ly  th reatened to reveal their p resence. 

APPEND IX C 

s�t. Baker turned over a map of Monfalcone showing SS Troops Sqs. M a p  o bt ained from

Pa rtisan. Much detail inc l uding a l l A/A ; 6 batteries along RR opposite station. Buil t 

east from station. 
No civ in Monfal cone ; entirely occupied. . . 
At Berto l i  A/0 , there is an underground dispers al a rea in form of ci rcle which would

quickly be converted into a strong ground defense position. 
A new Macci 205 may be manufactured and somewhere up north in general area.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
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NEWS ,  D U E S & V I E WS 

, Past President Bernie Barr re cently gave the welcoming spee ch to  tne 483rd Bomb Group Reunion at the Marriott Hote l here in Albuquerque . 
Bernie had some previous pract ice ;  he gave the welcoming spee ch in I taly 
in 194h t o  the 48 3rd . 

We have been asked t o  explain how a combat tour pre dicated on 100% 
casual �.le s �an have an;y survivors . Here , s how: 

he pi:otal point i s  �he half-way mark, at which point there will 
have been 50% casualties .  'lhis result ,  for a 50-miss i on tour assumes 
an average survival rate of . 97265 per mission, with 2 . 735% casualties 
per missi on. In mathe�at ical terms , . 97265 zs equals 0 . 50 .  Since . 97265 so
e quals 0 . 06247 , we find that 6 . 247% of  the men wi ll survive a combat tour 
�re dicated on 100% casualties ,  about one out of sixtee n. Not ve�y attract-
ive odds,  but not sui cidal . gfe 

· 

A number of our 
ere nce in the November 
·n1111am Bradford Huie . 

Gentle Readers have as ke d  what we meant by our �ef­Nen le tter to the book "The Hiroshima Pilot" by 
The story is as follows : 
The ' Hiroshima Pilot ' ,  Clau de Eatherly according to several Euro­pean editors was virtually a prisoner of the �ilitary in a mental ward He was s upposedly consumed by remorse over his dropping of the Hiroshi�aA-bomb to  such an extent that he sent his pension checks to the orpha� of Hiroshima. 
Mr. Huie began his inve stigation with the idea that the s tory mightvery well be true . First Mr. Huie checked t he records for the details of the DFC which had suppose dly been awarded to Major Eatherly. The official 

records showed no such award, and of course Huie knew that pensions are 
not force d upon veterans but  must be applied for. His curiosity piqued,  
Mr. Huie picked up the phone and calle d  Eatherlri and arranged to mee t  him. 
Eatherly ' s  true story is containe d in the book ' The Hiroshima Pilot" . 

Yes ,  I know that General Tibbe tts was really the pilot of the Enola 
Gay, but several million well-meaning people do not know it . Ma jor Eath­
erly was the pilot of the weather ship. Incidently, Claude Eatherly trie d 
out for a part in a proposed movie to  be made in Mexico by the aforesaid 
Eur�peans , but he was turne d down for the part of - - -Claude Eatherly. 
Apparently he just wasn ' t  the type to play himself in a movie ' based on 
the life of Claude Eatherly' 

Now here ' s  the real kicker. When Claude Eatherly died about two 
years ago the e ditors of our local paper printe d his obituary, not from 
real life but from the s cript of the movie in which Eatherly was not going 
to be allowed to  act the part of Eatherly. 

Comrades ,  we are watching eagerly to 
up with on their next Guilt Day, Fe• . 13th, 
of Dresden. 

see what our editors will come 
the anniversary of the bombing 

3e or3� F. Coen 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE Jan. 1 ,  1986
Our primary purpose is to act as a Clearinghouse to put former mem­

be rs of . the 99th tiombardm.ent Group in touch with one another.  
Our se condary purpose is  to  sponsor rallies  or reunions for t he 

members of the 99th BGHS . 
The Society is a non-profit organization. All dues and donations 

unless  spe c ifically otherwise ass igne d by the contributor are to be used  
to  locate 99ers and to  publish the newsle tter. 

John W.  Brinser 
Vincent E .  Shank 
Re:x c�rnes 
Horace M .  Wade 
Thomas P .  O ' Re illy 
Evere tt R .  Love ring 
o . W . Shelnutt

C h an ge o f  A d d res s  
co 80634 
NV 89120 

co 80501 
AZ 85718 

BeachVA 211.SS 
CA 95675

F O U N D  

626 G . F .  Ruegg-Stoe cklin 
627 Dr.  Frank H .  Pearce 
628 Melvin E .  Keller 

Ass oc .  
FL 3313� !µ6 
SD 57702 347 
GU 96910 )48 629 Leland Campbell 

630 Austin Bisbing 
631 James P .  3land 
632 Theodore Sharp 
633  Milton Ross 
634 Charles D .  Boggs 
63� Charles B igbee  
630 George Ureke 
637 Lynn R .  Coil 

NG 27514 416 
WV 25801 347 
NY 14215 346 

WA 98584 416 
CA 91364 346 
VA 22041 348 
AZ 850 33  347 




