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CORNER 

General Uppie sent his personal regards and best wisnes for a great reunion 
in Seattle. Bill Billingsly showed video tapes of Uppie and Betty in their home and 
in turn made video tapes of our members to be shown to Uppie upon their return to PA, 
Uppie we all wish you the best of health and are loo�ing forward to seeing you in 
DAYTON in 1986, 

Our GALA reunion in Seattle was a great sucess! I'm informed that J40 members 
and spouses attended, Everyone had a BALL, The day at Boeing viewing the B-17 
brought back many memories (you saw it on TV). i1linutes of our meeting will be 
published so if you were not there you will know what happened, This was for our own 
99th BG members-there were also 22 other B-17 Group�s in attenJance, 

After three years as your President I have resigned, I gave my resignation to 
our members at the membership meeting Sa.tutday June 27th. I thank eac� one for your 
support and backing. Joe Chance was elected to be President for the coming year and 
the other officers were re-elected to their respective officies, Please give these 
your suuoort.,, You have a good group of officers, 

I will take a moment to recap some of t.he events since I took office. In '"ay 
1982 we had some 275 members-now we have over 600-a great increase (thanks to George 
and members telling others). We have also had three very successful reunions. Ir.. 
1983 Tom Gamm hosted 125 ;;iembers in Albuquerque, In 1984 Jir:i Flex host2d 182 ::ie:noers 
in �ouston. This year Joe Chance via long distance from Detroit with tte special 
assistance of �ARY 3A NNICK of Seattle hosted a group of some ;40, Than�s to each of 
you for your efforts. You do not know this-but now you do. The last week of Jur.e I 
:lew to Seattle and met with Marf Eanni ck and the nYATT :nanagement and planned t.r:.e 
�enues for our meetings and made other arrangements to assure a smooth flowing event. 
As I see it the meeting was a great success! I will now inform you that in my Ui.ree 
yea� in office I have not been reimbursed for a single penny of monies that I expended 
in conducting the office of ?resident-including the trip to Seattle in June,. This 
has been. a labor of love. The trip to Seattle was at. Joe Chance's request, 

As I leave office the meetings for the next two years are set. Jim Sopp is on 
GO with nis cormni ttee for our meeting and dedication of the i'Iemorial :.o t/1e 99th 
Fombardment Group (Heavy) in June 1986, at:tbe ain ?orce Museum in Dayton, Ohio, 
'tiilbur Dixon called me and volunteered to host our 1987 reunion in. Dallas (Big D) 
Texas. Wilbur is also a go-getter and will HOST a great- evenT.., Please attend each one. 
As I see it. Joe Chance has a clear sail and a lot of pre-planning already accomplished,. 
I ask that ycu give hi3 vour complete support, 
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. When Walter Butler gave his financial report to our members of a balance of 
Just over $400.00 there was a spontaneous response from the members who i��ediatelv 
contributed over $1000.00 to keep the newsletter going out. THANKS! The members· 
�lso voted.to.increase the annual dues to $15.00 begining in January 1986. This 
is not a big increase but it should provide funds to �eep the newsletter �oing your way •. 

. Now a word about the memorial-the response from our-members was not :s great as 
we nad hoped or expected. Tom Gamm reported at our meeting that he had banKed abou� 
$5000.00-not enough! Jim Sopp after having contacted monument companies says that 
we need about $�000.00 at lea�t. H� also presented some general conceptional designs 
of what a memorial to the 99tn BG might look like. The membership voted to appoint 
a committee to come up with a design and the detailed information-that is to b� 
�ngraved �r put on plaques. Jim Sopp was elected to chair the committ�e. He will 
Keep you informed as plans develop. 

My wife, Doris, asked that I-take one of my water color paintings to Seattle and 
sell t�ckets or chances on it and draw the winning ticKed at our 3anquet on Sat, night. 
� carried a scene that I had done of the Atlantic Ocean off_ Nags Head. 1·/C. She sold 
$276 in tickets which was added to the �emorial fund. Dorothy \�rentmore, t::.e ;.,"idow 
of 3;rnest and ve

. 
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to draw the tic�ed to award the painting. She drew the name of Leon Estes from Texas. 
Dorothy has been an artist all of her life and has had exhibits through the USA. 
She said that she might bring one of her wor�s to the Dayton reunion and sell cnances 
as I dido Dorothy please do it and Doris and I will buy the first tickets. With 
�ash from th� painting, cash donated and Checks turned in -there is now about.$5900.00 
in the memon.al fund. ·Thanks to those who contri outed, To you who have not sent in 
your contribution-PLlASE DO SO NOW! If Norman Lee BarrIII, a college student, and 

my neighbor, Kent Nowlin, can each make a generous contribution I'm sure you can also. 
At anyrate it is to each of you that the memorial will be dedicated-;·il-iY NOT SUPPORT IT! 

Doris and I have spent the past week (irnmediately after our return from Seattle) 
at our house in the mountains near Taoe,Mew Mexico enjoying the mountain air, a little 
golf, relaxing, etc. The time there gave me time to relax and thinx. I will now 
give you the benefit of my thinking as it relates to our organization. To '.-<eep us 
active, growing, and improving our service to the membership we need to rotate the 
members on the Board of Directors. New members can bring in new ideas, thoughts, 
proposals for action, etc. Also we need to keep a certain element of expert.1se, 
;.cno:dedge, and experience on c,ur current activities and future courses of action. 
I!1 Seattle one new member, Dick Dempsey, was nominated to be a member on tne Board. 
He was not elected because some members on the Board that had completed their four 
year term of office decided that even though they had not contrib�ted a lot, there 
was a certain amount of prestige that went with· the office ai::l they wanted to hold 
their prestigious seats. The impass was solved with a motion t::3.t all outgoing 
Board members be elected and that Dici< Dempsey fill any vacany cr:?,t ;�,ight co;ne up 
in the coming year. 

�'.y thanks to CAHOL RIZZO, a young writer, for her briefing to the members of the 
Eoardon her research activities at r1axwell AF3 and at ;,ia1:ch .".?'13. 
Also to George Coen for his great efforts in securi�g members �nd getting out the 
newsletter. To Joe Ienney,as Seceretary, for his record �eeuing and recommendations. 
!o :.;al t�r Butler for his consistant financial accounting and ;upport. To Joe Chance, 
r or acting as Host for our Seattle reunion. And expecialy to i•JARY BANNICK for 
work above and beyond the call of duty in assisting Joe at ou:r Seattle meeting •. 
�o Tom �a.nun and Harvey Jennings for kee�ing the liquid assets flo��ng for our pleasure. 
� loo� torw�rd wit� a g�e�t de�l of �atisfaction to our next meetings with. Jim Sopp, 
in Dayton OH and w1. th \vil our .'.)1xon, in Dallas, TX. And a great THA.i\f.{S to Petter 
'.3abini and Terry Clever of the HYATI' S�AT'rLE for their sunport andgreat service 
and the good food. Thanks everyone l This is not BYE bec��se I •·11 see you next• yearo 
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THE VEEP 

THE 1985 REUNION AT SEATTLE WA 
by V. P. Lew Boatwright 

Headquarters for the fifth reunion of the 99th BGHS 
Tac Hotel, 25 - 28 July 1985. Chairman Joe Chance had 
organized. Registration went smoothly and the hosts in 
room made sure all were properly welcomed. The usual 
weather cooperated, no fog, no rain, and bright sunshine 
temperature into the eighties. 

was the Hyatt/Sea 
everything well 
the hospitality 
"dreary" Seattle 
every day pushed 

The Boeing Aircraft Company was celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
the B-17 and planned for more than fifty thousand people during the three 
day weekend. Friday, July 26th, was Veteran's Day which began with 
chartered bu� pickups from about twenty hotels. The morning hours were 
spent touring aircraft displays on the flight line and the Boeing Museum 
of Flight. Among the aircraft on display were three B-17's - Sentimental 
Journey (a "G" owned by the Confederate Air Force), an "F" recently 
acquired by the Boeing Museum of Flight and another "F" in WWII 
camouflage paint. I was most surprised to see a pre-WWII P-12 (does 
anyone remember this "firstline" fighter)? There were several on Kelly 
AAF at the time Bernie Barr and I were finishing flight training. 
Compare this 150-knot "wonder" with the mach-2 F-15 which was also on 
display. 

Boeing provided a free box lunch to more than five thousand of us (this 
was like feeding the multitude in biblical times, except we had fried 
chicken). There were twenty-six bomb groups holding reunions plus the 
7th Ferry Group, 15th AF Assn., and the WASPs. 

Afternoon ceremonies began with music by the McChord AFB Band and then 
the singing of the National Anthem. There were brief welcoming speeches 
by Boeing Dignitaries including Mr. T. A. Wilson, Chairman of the Board. 
Mr. Edward C. Wells, B-17 Chief Engineer, (now a retired senior V. P.) 
gave an interesting account of development of the B-17. General Curtis 
LeMay, USAF-Ret., was the featured speaker. He urged the Veterans to 
educate their Congressmen about the necessity of a strong national 
defense required to preserve peace. A very special treat was the 
aircraft fly-bys lead by the B-17's with top cover provided by WWII 
fighters. After a cheese and wine party, we were bussed back to the 
hotel. The 99'ers then boarded chartered buses for a harbor tour and 
salmon dinner on Blake Island. 

The annual membership meeting of the 99th BGHS was called to order 
following lunch on Saturday, 27 July, by President Bernie Barr. The 
treasurer reported that cash on hand was only enough to publish half of 
the usual newsletter. Breadbaskets were passed and sufficient donations 
were collected to solve that problem. A motion was made to raise the 
annual dues to $15.00 effective 1 Jan. 1986. It was seconded and passed. 
Bernie Barr announced that he was resigning the position of President 
after this reunion. The entire membership responded with a vote of 
thanks for his dedicated service during the past three years. A report 
of the nominating committee was received and the group reelected 
dir2ctors Coen, Greathouse, Kenney, and Yarina for another term. 

Jim Sopp reported on plans for the sixth reunion to be held in Dayton, 
Ohio, 26 - 29 June 1986. He recommended reunion headquarters be at the 
Dayton Marriott, 1414 South Patterson Blvd., Dayton, Ohio, 45409. 



Dear George; 

I'm glad you found me. 

Bruce B. Borman 
P.O.Box 1388 
Evergreen, Colorado 80439 

Vol 4 No 3 references to Maj. Daniel V. MacDonald, the B. c. English crew 
and others started me digging for some long stored notes and records of 
my own. I remember quite well the day the English crew did not return. 

I joined the Plummer Provisional Group at Pendelton A.A.B. in late June 
1943. I was assigned to the W. Kietzer crew as co-pilot just prior to 
the groups departure for Grand Island, Neb. The other crew members were 
F.W.Schweke Nav., P.Capobianco Bomb., W.Keeley Flt Eng., T.Noakes Radio, 
Sigmond Ball Turret, J.Genisio Waist Gunner (h.I.A. Jan. 28, 1944 on 
50th), Shipley W.G., Fischer T.G •• We arrived at the 99th while the group 
was still stationed near Constantine Algeria. Lt Col. Orance was Sq. C.O. 
at that time. Mac replaced him when he was rotated. 

I am enclosing a copy of a little diary I kept while flying with the 416th 
B.Sq. which records dates, targets, and brief comments on some of my 50 
missions. 

I have some excellent bomb strike photos of several target areas including 
the August 17, 1943 mission to Istres LeTube a/d in southern France. 
This was our first sortie into that area and we caught them sleeping . 
Dropped frags and destroyed a significant number of aircraft on the ground 
that day. Other photos of Rome m/y, Bologna m/y, Pisa a/d (target of opp. 
as bombs hung up on primary target the m/y), city of Foggia, and a bombs 
away photo aver the harbour at Toulon, France. 

The October 24, 1943 mission to Wiener Neustadt mentioned by Hans-Heiri 
Stapher was_ staged from an airfield in Scicily. We left the base in Tunisia 
late afternoon on Oct 23. Loaded bombs and topped off the gas tanks that 
evening at the Scicilian field and then spent a rather cold uncomfortable 
night sleeping in our flight gear either on the ground or in the planes. 
Departed the next morning on the actual mission. I remember I had about 
2 cartons of cigarettes stashed in various pockets just in case. According 
to my notes bombs were not dropped on the target that day due to an undercast. 

Regarding Larry Cortisi's request for information on the January 29th mission 
to the Udine-Villaroba a/d's. I flew my 50th on the 28th of Jan. 1944 to 
Aviano a/d which is in the Udine-Villaorba sector. We were jumped by fighters 
after leaving the target. My notes do describe that day. I kept the target 
map from that day. It shows the Udine-Villaorba fields as well. That map was 
one of several items I sent to the 15th A.F.Association Historical Society 
Museum and should be available to Larry if he wants it. 

Major MacDonald and I returned to the States together, met later at the 
Repl Depot in Santa Monica and drove from there to Galveston A.A.B. where we 
shared quJrters for a brief time. Mac left for B-29 school and I went to 
Lockbo�'i'ield Ohio for an Instructors Indoctrination School. I believe it 
was in 1963 or 64 while in Spokane, Wash. on a business trip I read Macs 
obituary in the Spokane paper. 

After finishing the I.I.S. at Lockbourne I was assigned to a special project 
at the Flight Test Base, Muroc, California. Spent August thru December 1944 
doing high altitude bombalistic testing. Actually got a B-17 to 41,00 feet 
�efore blowing the supercharger buckets in two engines. From there I went 
to Rapid City A.A.B. where I picked up another crew and on to the 384th B.G, 
8th A.F. stationed at Kettering, England. Was later stationed at the Istres 
LeTube airfield in Southern France that we bombed in 1943. 

If you have not established contact with Ernest Baldwin who was S-2 officer 
of the 416th B.Sq. he is now a Federal Judge in Salt Lake City. I called his 
home from the airport in Salt Lake about three years ago. He was out but I 
did have a nice visit with a very charming Mrs. Baldwin. 

The enclosed picture is of then Col Fay Upthegrove. He distributed, these 

at the time of his farewell talk to the officers of the 99th B.G •• As I recall 

he made some very impressive remarks relative to the future of our country 

and the potential influence of all who fought in the war. I came away very 

impressed. 

Thanks for the effort you all have put forth. I am sure that th�se you have 
contacted are most appreciative. 

Dear George and Bermie

God/6less you all, ,,,..,:7 

Bruce Borman 
Dec. 1983 

After I recd the last newsletter I made a list of several things that 

I wanted to comment about. I wrote Cortisi in detail about the :'.ilo-

Trapini raid, to �eorge about the �aSpesia ra_ic. and lastly an account 

of the Kight :�ission on 9 July and I wanted to make some additional remarks 
about the German Prisoners at Oud.na. Before I got to that !>�y Appendix flared 
up and r spent some 20 or so days in andout of the hospital with some minor 
troubles such as infections etc. After I came home I got the Night Jamming 
mission completed and it should be in your hands.By the way this could be 
the first Jamming mission tried in the EI'O, 

When the three germans were picked up on the line the first thing that 
crossed my mind was if they had sabotaged any of the planes on their way 
into our perimeeter. I was notified and we in turn notified Gen Atkinson 

at wing and he came out with an interpeter to the Germans who were held 
in atent near the end of the runway. The prisoners consisted of a Sergeant ana 
two others who had hid out in the hills when the main force surrendered, and 

finally used up the supply of food thay had hidden,decided to come in and geta square 
meal. 

la had t Anyway Gen Atkinson listened to their story and they swore the P nes n 
been harmed with thermite being dropped in the cowlings etc. 
As our planes were about to take off on the daily MissionGen A told the Sgt 
that we would line up and watch the planes becoming airborne and if any one 
had trouble He would shoot the Sgt on the spot. He meant it too and the poor 
Sgt , trembling in his boots, had to watch t. 1 p;M!h the take off one by one 
until he was in the clear. After the tkeoff the prisoners were taken of+for 
further interrogation and shipped to the soft life of aprisoner in the USA, 

I sent afew things to Frank English to be given to the 15th A�if they wanted 
them such as the complete Summary of the Battle of Ploesti

,
and a couple 

citations from the gps in the 304th Bomb wing. My 1944 ano 19u5 of recoerds etc 
and followed on the heels of the 99th which I left in Jan '44. 

I dont think I will bother you with anymore comments unless I think 

something is not quite factual and in the interest of correct history should 
be corrected. 

I hope to be able to go to the Houston reunion and be able to grettyou there. 

Sinserely, 
Gen. Upthegrove 



There was a near tragedy at the Seattle Reunion v.hen a boy who 
was unable to swim lost his hold on the pool rim. Noticing the uncon
scious lad under the water, Brad Whitmore, son of our o.,wn warren Whit
�ore, dived into the pool, and brought the limp boy out onto the pool 
side. Brad went to work with him right away with CPR. ·rhe boy was brought 
back to life and was taken away by ambulance to the hospital to be check-
ed out. Our compliments to Brad and to Warren and Hrs. Whitmore. geo 

Dear George, 

2800 S. Ocean Blvd.8-A 
Boca Raton, FL, 33432 
6 November 1984 

As one of my time's great procrastinators, you can under
stand that I had my reputation to protect in not getting this 
off to you much earlier. First there was the Fourth of July par
ade, then the boat trip plans, the possibility that you might be 
incommunicado somewhere on the Pacific Crest Trail, Christmas 
shopping, etc.---that u s how it goes with this talent. (You may pre
fer to read "affliction" in this case). 

Anyway, what brings this all on is my browsing through an 
old Newsletter mentioning Cortesi u s book "Target: Daimler-Benz" 
which got me back into some of my scetchy records and photos, 
and a couple of contradictions. I g m really nota nitpicker by 
natural calling, but in the interest of historical accuracy I 
felt I should bring up these several: Was the Daimler-Benz com
lex really a target of the Fifteenth AF twice in March 1945? My 
info and the mission log of the 99th BG would indicate that it 
was just once, on mission #368 of 24 March 1945. I only remember 
one mission to Berlin and the reason I recall that one so well is 
because we had to have the right kind of weather combinations of 
enroute clear skies (for a long, slow climb to altitude) and fa
vorable winds aloft to get there and hope to get back. Also it 
was the only one I can remember getting kissed before debriefing! 

I am enclosing some fairly poor reproductions of a photo of 
the 5th Wing Mission Board and the 99th u s Weekly and several oth
er pictures you may find of interest. For a guy who claims not 
to find nitpicking his real bag, I appear to have gone to some 
lengths to prove that if the mission of 24 March 1945 is the sub
ject, the group leader was miss-identified. I can only plead an 
interest in historical accuracy, I guess, and knowing that this 
is one of your interests, thought it worth pointing out. 

Referring to the other photos enclosed (they are all dupli
cates of others I have, and you are welcome to them) maybe there 
are some leads to names of former 99ers who are still among the 
missing for possi ble location, and I have no former addresses, un
fortunately. Maj. Charles Regan, 347th Exec.; M/Sgt. Brown, 346th 
(Joe Chance knows his first name); Capt. Paul Fr�nklin, 99th BG 
Opns o Off.(early 1945); Capto Bill (William) Chamberlain, 346th 
Opns. Off. (mid-1944). 

If I have shot any holes in Cortesi's researching for this 
book, it wasn g t so intended, but you are getting up toward that 
part of the group history where I knew you,would have a special 
interest in its accuracy, and I share that---besides, that's the 
only time I've ever been to Berlin! 

Best wishes, as ever, 
Al. Schroeder 
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PRESS RELEASE 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Staff Sergeant Eldon B. Austin, 25, of Victoria, 
Va., a Flying Fortress gunner who has flown with British Gen. Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, 
is on his way from North Africa after completing his alloted 50 bombing missions. 

Austin was detached from combat flying for a month to be a member of the crew which 
flew Montgomery on battlefront tours in a Fortress presented to the famed British general 
by Gen. Eisenhower. 

"We landed in a lot of different countries," Austin recalled, "and once when we 
arrived at Tripoli I had the honor of being presented by Gen. Montgomery to King George of 
England." 

The gunner began combat flying March 31, 1943, with a raid on Villacidrc Airdrome, 
Sardinia, and finished up October 29 with a mission to Genoa, Italy. He has been credited 
with a Messerschmitt 109 destroyed in serial combat and awarded the Air Medal. 

born at Hudson, N.C., Austin was graduated from Victoria High School in 1936 and was 
employed as a cabinet maker until entering the army Sept. 15, 1941. He is unmarried. 

ATTENTION: Haverhill, Mass., Gazette 
Lawrence, Mass., Eagle 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--On h is way home from North Africa is Technical 
Sergeant Leo J. Gosselin, 22, of 1 Temple St., Haverhill, Mass., a Flying Fortress 
engineer-gunner who has completed his allotted 50 bombing missions. 

Gosselin began combat flying May 28, 1943, with a mission to Leghorn, Italy, and 
finished up October 24 on a raid to Austria. He has been awarded the Air Medal and nine 
Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Born at Kingston, N.H., Gosselin was graduated from West Newbury, Mass., High School 
in 1941, and was employed as a steamer operator for the Pacific Woolen Mills of Lawrence, 
Mass., until entering the army Jan. 6, 1942. He is unmarried. 

Nov. 3, 1943 

ATTENTION: McAlester, Okla., News Capital 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Daily Oklahoman 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Times 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Staff Sergeant June H. Garland, 22, 1001 N. 13th 

rescued, injured, from a 
way home after completing 

St., McAlester, Okla., a Flying Fortress tail gunner who once was 
burning, bomb-laden plane minutes before it exploded, is on his 
his allotted 50 bombing missions. 

when h is Fortress group had to 
His pilot cruised until gas 

clipped a mountain peak and the 

Garland came near death the night of May 3, 1943, 
abandon a North african target because of pea soup weather. 
was low without finding a landing spot. Once the plane 
stabilizer just aft of Garland 1 s head was chopped off. 

A lucky lightning flash illuminated a landing space and the gunner 1 s pilot set down, 
still with a bomb load aboard. The landing was rough, two engines caught fire and th e 
plane began to burn. The crew scattered until they realized that Garland was missing. 
Two men went back to the burning plane, where they found him crawling out a h ole in th e 
radio compartment with back and rib injuries. He was dragged to the safety of a sand dune 
300 yards away before an even dozen 500 pound demolition bombs let go. 

Th e gunner also survived many a rough battle with enemy pursuit in the air. He was 
credited with shooting down an enemy fighter on his first mission--to Momserrato Airdrome, 
Sardinia, April 14--and added another over Foggia, Italy, August 25. He has been awarded 
the Air Medal. 

Born at Poteau, Okla., Garland was graduated from McAlester High School in 1942 and 
went immediately into the army. He is unmarried. 



f 
I 

I 
I 

8 
Nov. 2, 1943 

ATTENTION: Chicago, 111., Papers 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Credited with sh ooting down a German fighter 
plane in aerial combat, Technical Sergeant Walter F. Pusan, 24, of 3529 McLean Ave., 
Chicago, Ill., a Flying Fortress gunner, is on his way home after completing his allotted 
50 bombing missions. 

Pusan bagged th e fighter--a Messerschmitt 109--over Foggia, Italy, and was also 
credited with damaging another on th e same raid. A veteran of both h istoric Fortress 
raids on Rome, Pusan began combat flying March 31, 1943, with a mission to Villacidrr 
Airdrome, Sardinia, and finished up October 24 with a mission to Austria. He has been 
awarded the Air Medal and nine Oak Leaf Clusters. 

A native of Chicago, Pusan was graduated from Trinity High School in 1938 and was 
employed as a machinist with the Imperial Brass Mfg. Co. of Chicago until entering the 
army Jan. 17, 1943. He is unmarried. 

Nov. 4, 1943 

ATTENTION: Thorp, Wis., Courier 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Credited with destroying two enemy fighter planes 
in aerial combat, Staff Sergeant Leon E. Piatek, 24 year old Flying Fortress gunner of 
Thorp, Wis., is on his way home from North Africa after completing his allotted 50 bombing 
missions. 

Piatek bagged his first fighter July 5, 1943, over Gerbini Airdrome, Sicily, when more 
than 100 Jerry pursuit attacked a handful of Fortresses in the greatest aerial battle of 
the Mediterranean air war. He added a second victory over Foggia, Italy, when 60 fighters 
attacked. 

Th e gunner is a veteran of the first historic Fortress raid on Rome, a mission on 
which he came near disaster. Over the target a life raft sprung from its hatch on h is 
Fortress and caught on the stabilizer, sending the ship out of control. A quick thinking 
engineer smashed a hole in the fuselage and worked it loose. 

Piatek began combat flying June 5 with a mission to Spesia, Italy, and finished up 
October 30 with a raid to Turin. He has been awarded the Air Medal and 11 Oak Leaf 
Clusters. 

A native of Thorp, Piatek was graduated from his home town high school in 1938 and was 
employed as a roofer and bricklayer in Chicago until entering the army June 11, 1942. 

Nov. 4, 1943 

ATTENTION: Cairo, Ill., Evening Citizen 
University of Illinois Alumni News (Champaign, Ill.) 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--On his way home from North Africa is Capt. John 
Thistlewood, Jr., 25, of 2515 Washington Ave., Cairo, Ill., a Flying Fortress pilot who has 
completed his allotted v0 mission with the Northwest African air armada. 

Thistlewood began combat flying March 31, 1943, with a mission to Villacidro Airdrome, 
Sardinia, and finished up October 30 with a raid on Turin, Italy. He has been awarded the 
Air Medal. 

A native of Cairo, Thistlewood was graduated in 1936 from Cairo High School, where he 
earned a letter in football, and received a B.S. degree from the University of Illinois in 
1940. Unmarried, he was employed as an accountant in Cairo until entering the army April 
23, 1941. 

Nov. 5, 1943 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE--Lt. Gen. 
15th Air Force, (at the microphone) congratulates 
groups upon the celebration of its 100th mission. 
Doolittle, master strategist of the Fortresses. 

Said Gen. Spaats: "Good work." 

Carl Spaats, chief of the newly formed 
one of his Flying Fortress bombardment 

Seated at the right is Maj. Gen. James 
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Subject: Historical Records 30 June, 1944 
To: Commanding General, Fifteenth Air Force, Attention: Historian 

1. Unit History of the 99th Bombardment Group (H) Headquarters for the period 1 June, 1944 
to 30 June, 1944 

a. The present designation of the Unit is Fifteenth Air Force through 5th Wing (US) 
b. Change in organization 

1. No change in unit designation 
2. No transfer of units 
3. No change in commanding officer 
4. 10 June, 3rd Lt . Robert Littleson of the 345th Squadron was appointed Group 

Navigator, succeeding Capt. Benjamin Jones, who completed 50 missions. 
c. Strength, commissioned and enlisted 

1. 26 officers and 51 EM on 16 ships 
2. Decrease of 4 officers 
3. Increase of 1 EM 
4. 22 officers and 52 EM on 30 June 

d. Station: tortorella, Italy (Foggia #2 airdrome) 
e. No movements 
f. Campaigns 

1. Italian 
2. Begun 8 September, 1943, and still in progress 

e. Operations 
The Group pulled only 12 missions in June, but nevertheless it was a historic 

month. The 99th was picked to lead the first shuttle mission into Russia. The big event 
began 2 June when we bombed rail installations at Debreczen, Hungary (well beyond our 
normal range from Italy) and continued on to Poltava, Russia. On 6 June we raided Calati 
A/D, Roumania, from Russia, and on 11 June hit Focsani A/D, Russia, and returned to base. 
Not only did we inaugurate shuttle bombing on 2 June, butfhe mission also was our 200th in 
combat. For the remainder of the month we concentrated on knocking out axis oil centers, 
pounding plants in the Vienna area twice, and others at Ploesti, Budapest and Sete, France. 
(middle of report missing .•. continued as follows) 

h. Outstanding job of command was Col Lauer's leading of the shuttle mission to 
Russia 2 June 

i. No headquarters combat losses 
j .  On 23 June, Col. Lauer, the CO, received the Silver Star for gallantry in landing 

the group on the hazardous February 25 raid on Regensburg, Germany. Col. Barnett, deputy 
CO, received the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
2. Enclosed is th e war diary of this unit for the period 1 June, 1944, to 30 June, 1944, 
and historical photographs of the group. 

NARRATIVE 
July 1944 

Probably the most important aspect of group life in the month of July was the fact 

t�at good flying weather enabled us to accomplish 21 missions, more than in any month 
since January, when we hit 25. 

No doubt about it, a heavy month of operations absorbs the full attention of the 
group on the business of winning a war, and leaves little time for anything else. the 
days become an unbroken string of the thousand and one tasks necessary to put a bomber 
fleet in the air, but there are no complaints, especially those days when the end is 
somewhere in sight. 

The month saw a change in the manner in which combat crews are interrogated after 
each mission. Former Intelligence personnel went directly to the airfield and quizzed 
each crew as _ they aligh ted from the plane. But now the new movie theater at group 
h�adqu_arters 1s a central meeting place for interrogation. Crews are brought in from the 
line in trucks and are interrogated by squadrons at tables inside the theater. The Red 
Cross girl dispenses coffee and doughnuts from a special serving counter erected in one 
corner of the th eater. Then the trucks take the men back to their squadrons. Once a 
bar�, the theater has been enlarged to hold about 700 seats, and it has a stage and a big 
�ovie screen at one end, and a smaller stage and a big briefing board at the other. Thus 
it serves the triple purpose of briefing-interrogation-theater. 
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The 343t n s quadron l o s t  a ship in a n  unusua l  way, a nd  it resu l ted in the first 

searching party we ' ve send out in more than a year. The p l ane had weathere� the _h azards 
of a mission and was  a l mo s t  home when it suddenl y l os t  airs peed and dr ifted into the 
propel l ers of the ship behind it . I t pl ummeted l ike a stone into the wil d  mount a in s_ north 

of our ba se. A searching party  went out the next day, advanced as far as possibl e by 
vehicl e  and then went ahead on foot. No l uck. Next day  a Cub was  enl is ted to s pot the 
wreck from the air and guide t he party. This t ime t he s earch was  succes sfu l . The 
findings : pieces of airpl ane and 10 battered, many unrecognizab le  bodies. 

We ch anged commanding officers during t he month, l os ing Col . Ford J. Lauer, Who 
returned to the States for a furl ough after compl eting 35 missions. In his p l ace came �ol .  
Truehelm J. Mayer . . ., 

A hangover from the l ate days of l ast month were the ath A ir  Force shutt l e  bombers on 
our fiel d, waiting to go home . Before departing, they pul l ed a mission from our base  ai� 
h ad  a chance to compare operation s here with those in E ngl and. As it happened, the 3 
hit a mil k  run, and they l oud l y  scoffed at the easy missions here. Mo�e so�er� y, ho�eve�, 
the st h f l iers noted chiefl y t he l unacy of c l imbing on course which i s  impossibJ e in 
Eng l and, so c l os e  to enemy territory. They a l so marvel ed a� t �e bri l l i�nt l y  c l ear 
wea t her the l ack of fl a k  enroute a n d  found some differences in w i ng formation. On the 
ground, ' 3th p ersonnel  t ook ful 1 advantage of the sun they sel do� see in England. They 
fl ocked to the Adriatic beaches and c ame bac k with sunburns beautiful to beho l d and no 
doubt painful to possess.  They a l so  invaded Foggia, l ook�ng out ?f pl ace _ in the O .D.'s 
which are year-round wear in Engl and, and made acquaintance with Ital i an s ardines. 

Mora l e  was  at  a peak during t he month and a l most the sol e reason was the appearance 
of real American canned beer--Schaefer's and Honigol d. The ration was three can s  per man  
the first week, and  wor ked up  to five by the end of the month .  American beer may _sound 
l ike an inadequate reason for soaring mora l es, a nd  yet it was a l most the so l e  topic of 
convers ation when  it first showed up, a nd  de s pit e s pecu l a t ion that the supp l y  woul d 
probabl y dry up, the ration actual l y  increased. . . . . . . 

A prominent visitor this month was worl d-renowned violinist, Jascha Heif 1 t z �  Pl aying 
in Foggia, Heifit s  dropped around at the base  one d ay a n d  was  t aken  fo� a rid� 1 �  a 
Fortress, l ater sat down to l unch in the 416th squadron . He reciprocated this hosp 1ta l 1 ty 
by giving us a n  impromptu afternoon concert in the group outdoor theater. 

SECRET 
WAR D IARY OF  THE 99th BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H) H EADQUARTERS 

MONTH OF JULY, 1944 

Jul y 1 --Tonight we had our l ast movie in the outdoor theater, l ocated in the squadron 
areas, since the combination briefing-interrogation-theater at group headquarters is  
virtual l y  compl ete. The show was Frederick March in  " Mark Twain." 

Jul y 2--A suppl y of American canned beer ( Schaefer's ), l ong rumored as coming to the 
theater, s howed up  today--enough for three cans apiece to officers and enl isted men. Re
portedl y  the beer wil l be a weekl y  gift from the God s .  In t he EM c l ub the occa sion was  
cel ebrated with a party fea turing s andwiches, hardboil ed eggs and cucumbers. For a few 
hours it seemed l ike home. 

Jul y 3 - -Tonight we inaugurated the new group theater, without search l ights  and l imou
sine bearing cel ebrities. Principa l l y  the ol d barn was  made over by k nocking out the 
thick masonry pi l l ars in the center and rep l acing the fl at roof with a high peaked one of 
tin .  I t now hol ds about 700 men . At one end is a sma l l stage and the board niche is used 
for mis s ion briefing. For movies the projector is pl aced on this s tage and the show thrown 
on a big white screen of smooth concrete on the opposite  wa l l .  Under the screen is a 
l arger s t ag e  for t heatric a l  productions, fl anked by a dre s sing room on one side and a 
coffee and doughnut counter on  the other. Crews returning from missions wil l a l so be 
interroga ted here a n d  s erved their coffee and doughnuts. This system repl aces the o l d  
practice of interrogating a t  the p l a nes as they l a n d .  The first show w a s  Kay  Kyser in 
" Swing Fever, " and in spite of a l l hopes, the acoustics are stil l bad because of the bare 
wal l s. 
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Ju l y  4--There was  no cel ebration fo_r Fourt h of Jul_ y, but _busines_s as usua l .  �ol .  
Semans, Captain Phil ips and other group officers made our first tr� p by air to Rome s i �ce 
its f a l l ,  pl a n ning on a five d ay stay . _  F�ur Hq. EM ma�e t_he trip _ for the ?ay, return i �g 
with the pl ane. The stage version of 11Th 1 s  is the Arm�, with Irving Berl in, opened in 
Foggia and l ucky first night ticket hol ders pronounced it super. 

Jul y 5-- 0ur p l anes went to Mont pel l ier, Fra nce, today !o screen the 3th Air �orce 
shutt l e  p l anes on their l a st l eg home. The 3th boys on our fiel d seemed to have enJoyed 
their stay in Ita l y--their first experience in a foreign-s pea k ing  country except for the 
brief s t ay in Russ ia. We had  tur key for supper, a bel ated Fourth of Jul y present fr?m 
quartermaster . Because of a l ate ETA and interrogation in the group t hea ter, the movie 
had to be hel d  in the outdoor theater. It was "Lady, Let ' s  Dance." 

Jul y 6--A routine day. 

Jul y 7--An  unexp l ained fire in the fiel d back of headquarters caused some excitement 

and a good deal of damage to propaganda l eafl ets s tored under a tarpaul in. 

Jul y 3-- Big crowds turned out for the l ongest show yet ( al most three hours) and one 
of the best. I t  was the Academy award winner "Song of Bernadette."  

Jul y 9--Another beer party tonight with three cans apiece, al though we hear that some 
of the squadrons and other units around and about are gett ing four cans .  However, we have 
ice to make ours pl enty col d, which some of the squadrons don't have . 

Jul y 10--Despite a broken projector and a quick trip to Foggia to borrow another, we 
were abl e  to have one performance of Bob Hope and Betty Hutton in " Let ' s  Face It . "  

Jul y 11--A routine day. 

Jul y 1 2 - -Rain today settl ed the pregnant dust on the fiel d, at l east for a day. Move 
tonight was "Tampico, " with Edward G. Robinson, Victor McLagl en and Lynn Bari. 

Jul y 13-0nl y thing to break the monotony was a mediocre I ta l ian stage show. 

Jul y  14- -Today Col .  Lauer, the CO, Capt . Jacobs, a s s ist a nt operations officer, _ a n d  
Lt. Kit t l eson, group n avigat or, l eft �or _the States for a 30  d ay furlough. �t. Col l ins, 
group bombardier who has onl y two more miss i ons to fl y, al so went a l ong . They 11 be back 
in several months. Col . T.J . Meyer took over in Col . Lauer ' s  absence. 

Jul y 20- -Under a new rest camp setup men and officers are now going to Rome for a 
three day s t ay. The firs t contingent went by truck and reported it a rugged trip, with 

the sights of Rome however, more than making up for the discomfort. It is pl anned to send 
p l anes soon. 

Jul y 2 1 - -Shades of civi l ia n  l ife ! A truck backed up to phot? �e�tion today �nd �n
l oaded a gl eaming white Frigidaire, not a GI version but a regul ar civil ian model w i t h  �ce 
cube trays and everything . I t s  purpose of course is to keep fil m  cool and developing 
chemica l s. But many see great pos sibil ities for it as a " s torehouse for bee�, 
cant a l oupes, watermel ons, etc . The Ital ians these days are burning the stub�l e  off the� r 
fiel ds, causing great rol l ing fires which at night l ight up  the who l e  horizon. Acrid 
smoke fil l s  the air. 

Jul y 22-- A sirocco wind swept in fro� A'.rica today bringi�g with it a 10� degree he�� 
wave and  mount ing dust. In fact, some a i rf i el ds were cl osed in by dust caus i ng t�e 463 
Bomb Group to l and here after the day's miss ion. By the time our p l a nes  and the i r s  had  
l anded, our fiel d was  practical l y  cl osed in. Movie tonight was  Red Skel ton in  "Whistl ing 
in Brookl yn . "  

Jul y 23--Beer ration s  again today of four cans per man, and in the evening a return 
engagement of a swel l movie in col or, "Thousands Cheer." 
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Jul y 24--Mov i e  toni ght was Tom Conway in "The Falcon Out West." 
Jul y 25--An Itali an f i e l d f i re tod 

threatened the bui l d i ng until the photo boy?ra
s

l
w
l
e_Pt

d 
too c l o s e to t.he photo sect i on and 

1 e  around to beat it out. 
Jul y 26--Mov i e  toni ght was "Four Hi ll s i n  J " · . 

Martha Raye and Mitzi  Mayfai r, the or ig inal trou
a
per

e
s
e p ,  w i t h  Kay F rancis, Caro l e Land i s, 

of Engl and and North Afri ca. 
Jul y 27--A new face i n  headquarters tod M over from the states and now the new section 

a
�e;�

s

i n
a
;
�
��  

Sergeant Wil l i am Braasch, jus t 

Jul y 28-29--Routine days. 

Ju l y 30--Mas ter Se rgeant Dick Mahar O 1 · · 
�as sworn in as a second l ieutenant, a wel l-�a�

u 
�

r
h

sect i on head in gro�p operati ons, today 
A i r  Medal f o r  combat experience whi ch l ed t 

n
�h 

onor • . At the same t� me he . rece i ved the 
Wool ey i n  "Holy Matr imony." 

0 e appointment. Mov i e  toni ght was Monty 

Jul y 31--A qui et day featured only by the excellent mov i e, "Madame Curie." 

SECRET 
HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE 

APO 620 , U.S. ARMY 
5 May 1944 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

Sgt. F rank L. Cramer, 39307278 , 99th Bomb Group, 416th Bomb Squadron. 

1. Personal History : 

Duty: Enginee r  
Age : 32 
Mi ssi ons : 4 
Returned to duty: 2 May, 1944 

2 .  On 2 Apr�  1,  1944 mis s i on to Steyr, A/D 062, about 20-30 minutes after target had No. 2 
and _No. 4 eng ines go out; then No. 3 eng i ne failed ; A/C fe l l  out of  fo rmati on and lo st 
alt 1 tu_de ; a success ful c ra sh l anding was made i n  plowed f i eld near Ogulin, Yugosl av i a  at 
approximatel y  1 200 noon. Crew bel ieved  engi ne fai l u res were  re sult of  f l ak befo re and 
after target, combined w ith pres s ed home attack s by s i ngle and twin engine fighters before 
and after target. 

3. 2�d Lt. Ba l dw i n, �/Sgt. East and Sgt. Cramer (Copi l ot, wai st gunne r and enginee r, re
specti vel y) never were , n  ene�y _ hand s . and d i dn 1 t get i nte r rogated by enemy. Remai ning 
seven mem�er� of crew were uni nJured i n  crash l anding , but no reports have been received on 
them and it is as sumed that they were captured by Germans. 

4. Survivor s of  this crew had recei ved br iefings on Partisan activities but didn ' t  know 
eno�g� about All ied mission in Yugo sl �v i a. Neither d i d  they know enough about acti v iti es 

o f  A Force. They had been wel l  bri e:ed on necessity of staying away from l arge towns, 
etc. _The_y_fou_n.<!_ th_a_!__ bombed out towns � w1 th_few roofs remaining, are pretty safe places of 
i:_�f_1:1_g�� Bel1 e �e E scape Ma� s should i n�lude more i nformation on mountai n ranges and smal l 
towns , a 1 so  t� i n k  a .?fJO�i]_ is va 1 uab 1 e i tern to take in pocket on mis sions. Purse was used 
to advantage i n. s mall vill age s--especially before getting i n  with Partisans. Escape kit 
food was al so quite handy during fi rst 24 hours hide out. 

2nd Lt. Vernon L. Bal dwin, J r., 0-755264, 99th Bomb G roup, 416tn Bomb Squadron. 

1. Personal Hi story: 

Duty: Copi 1 ot 
Age : 24 
Mi s s i ons: 6 
Returned to duty: 2 Mav . 1944 

i3 
APPENDIX A 

A/C 062 c rash l anded succe s s ful l y  at ap p rox i mate l y  1 2  noon, 2 Apr i l ,  1 944 , near 
Ogul i n, Yugos l avia. Secret equi pment was destroyed and al l 1 0  c rew members c l i mbed o v e r  
snow cove red h i  11 , because they we re be i ng f i red at by Germans. Spl i t  up i nto two groups 

of three and one o f  four. Pi l ot ,  navi gator, bombardier, left waist, bal l  turret, radio and 
tai l gunner hav en ' t  been heard f rom and were evidentl y captured by enemy. Copilot, ri ght 
wai st gunner and engineer ( Lt. Bal dw i n, S/Sgt. East and Sgt. Cramer) made one group of 
three and came out succe s s fully together. Stayed in hil l s  f i rst ni ght ; S/Sgt. East made 
contact w ith parti sans with hel p  of peasants i n  small v i l l age and use of purse money. A l l 
three men we re a ssembl ed fo l l owing night at Parti san Stab Hq. at P l ask i ; where they were 
j o ined by two other Ameri can evaders. Went from Pl aski to S l unj ; travel ed  several days in 
c i rc l e s ; t raveled thru P l itv i ce to strong Parti san Hq. at Korenica, where they jo ined a 
l one Ame rican airman and al so where they fi rst heard of Al l i ed Mi s sions. Saw s ome German 
p r i s one r s at Plitvice, who as ked how bad l y New York City had been bombed and who expressed 
a wi sh that they could be i n  Briti sh o r  .meri can hands instead of  w i th P a rti s ans (who no 
doubt p romptly shot them the next day) . Went f rom Korenica to Udbina,. thence to Masin, 
then acros s  B i hac-Kn in highway. Stayed rest of night i n  hi l l s  nea r Una Rive r  and went to  
Drvar , where they saw Briti sh and American Miss i on officers. Reached Petrovac 16 Apri l and 
were evacuated by air to Bari, Ital y night 1/2 May , 1944. 

5 May 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

S/Sgt. Gene East, 32266074, 99th Bomb G roup , 416th Bomb Squadron. 

1. Personal History: 

Duty: R ight waist gunner 
Age: 27 
Missions : 37 
Returned to duty: 2 May, 1944 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 
3 May 1944 

2nd Lt. Sati ri s G .  Fas soul is, 0-744841, 99th Bomb Group , 34sth Bomb Sq. 

1.  Personal History 
Duty: Nav i gator 
Age: 22 
Mi ssions: 15 
Returned to duty: 4 May 1944 

2 .  Took  o f f  2 September 1943 to bomb Bologna Marshall ing Yards. Just north of F l o rence 
was hit by mach i ne yun fi re which source feels may have come from escort due to d i rection 
of hi ts . No. 2 engine was knocked out i mmedi ately and when plane dropped out of formati on, 
was attacked by seven enemy fi ghters, two of which were shot down. Subj ect' s pl ane  headed 
for Switze rland and when No . 1 engine went out, bail out order was given while in vicin ity 
o f  Modena. Bombardi er, 1 st Lt . Hooper, Copil ot, Lt . Cl ayton Bean , and the Nav i gator, sub
j ect , bai l ed out . No knowledge of  what happened to eithe r the Bombardier o r  Cop i lot. 
Plane flew on to Domodes sela near Swi ss border where bal ance of crew bailed out. This part 
of crew was picked up by Italians. To subj ect ' s knowledge the EM are  stil l P risone rs o f  
War, last heard o f  i n  vicinity o f  Rome . Pil ot, Lt. Careberis, was taken to St. Val entine, 
Poggi o Mireto along with subj ect and i s now beli eved to be i n  Val l e  Pi stra wi th an i nj u red 
ley . 

3 .  Lt. Fassouli s was first taken to Medena and placed in a dungeon and was interrogat€d by 
the Ge rman equiva l ent to a znd Lt. It is belie ved that this was not a formal interro
gati on . Subj ect was yiven fruit and cigarettes but was not urged at all when he refus ed to 
g i v e  answer s oth e r  than name , rank and ser ial number. A Red Cros s  form was gi ven him but 
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he did not complete it. Was interrogated three times in four day stay at St . Valent i n e, a 
med i cal colony , by the commanding officer who was an Italian F ascist Captain. At each 
interrogation emphasis of questioning was placed on home base. Subject was asked a lot of 
questions which he thought irrelevant but refused to answer any of them. The Captain be
came a little indignant at the American for not answering " social" questions .  · No tricks 
were known t o  be used except Lt . Fassoulis was told they had found his plane in Northern 
Italy and that there were six bodies found , that if he would give the name s ,  proper of
ficial notice would be given the American authorities. This was not done. 

4 .  Escape purse was taken by Germans when first captured. Man aged to carry food packet 
through searches unt i l  after rel eased from prison and then it was stolen by Italians. Used 
tape and mercurechrome to dress cuts on mouth and arm. Escape briefing had been ge nerally 
accurate except subj ect had been told if our forces had a chance of movi ng into the area to 
wait until they yot there. This proved to be wrong in I taly . Subj ect beli eves that es
capees should cont inue to  try to get  through regardless. Experience led him to beli eve 
that an escapee should travel as light as possib l e  without a kit . It is his opinion that 
it not only slows him down but makes him conspicuous a n d  more li kely to be picked up . 
Subject urges the wearing of GI shoes . I t  was his experience that one pari of G I ' s  out 
lasted three pai rs of shoes they were able to p ick up on the way . Priests are usually safe 
people. 

APPENDIX  A 

Subject landed in town of Rubgiera northwest of Modena and was captured immedi ately by 
mixed group of Germans and I talians . They took him i nto Modena and placed him in a dungeon 
where he stayed for only eight hours. He was spirited away that night by I t alians who took 
him to a n  airfield nearby and then taken by train to Poggio Mirteto and to St . Vale ntin e , 
Medical Colony. After four days he was told that the I talian Armistice had been signed a nd 
they were free to  t ake off . Wing commander  Ogleby , who was se nior Allied Officer , re
quested the entire contingent ,  consisting of 18 American Air Officers , 1 Australian and the 
Wing CO , to stay in the camp and wait for the All ies to take over . Party stayed o n e  day  
and night and then left he  next day  t aking rations,  blankets, rifles a nd  ammunition and 
went into nearby hills . Made contact with a wea l thy helper at Poggio Mi rteto, by name of 
Guiseppi Conforci , who it is understood is wanted by the Germans for havi ng killed a German 
and a l so for his Anti Fascist activ i ties . He  may be  reached by contacting Gervasio or 
Gust avo Leti at Rocoantica which is just north of Poggio Mirteto. These contacts are also 
wealthy, influential men. About 1 December , with the help of these I t alians , party of 
twe l ve moved south through the foll owing towns which subject believes are "safe" towns: 
Rocoantica to Montenero to Oliveto to Collegiove to  Rocoacero , crossing the r a i lro ad a t  
Roco acero by  going over the tun n el, then to  Valle P i etra. Here party met some Italian 
officers who were supposed to be in contact with a British Ge n eral posing as a member of 
the Swi ss Lega tion in Rome . Reports later came through that he was picked up by the 
Germans and the office abandoned. Attempted to come through the lines  and was forced to 
turn back due to weather and two comrades feet going bad. Source reports that in the Liri 
val ley the Germans have placed and English speaking German and Fascist i n  civilian clothes 
who pose as  helpers a n d  pick up Allied evaders and escapees coming through.  The on l y  
friendly town in the L i ri Valley is Villa Vallelonga . 

When returned to Valle Pietra after Christmas, got in contact with the Vatican through 
Guiseppi Bartochelli and  Monsignor O ' Flaherty sent out 40 ,000 lira for the pri soners in the 
area . Also Monsignor O ' Flaherty claimed to have contacted the War Department and forwarded 
names as being somewhere in I t aly. 

When subject heard of the beachhead l a ndings he attempted to get through to our forces 
via Norma ; tried to get into Littorio but ran into a German road block a n d  had to  turn 
b ack. Stayed at Norma for three months w i t h  a P art isan band unt i l  their leader , one 
America , was caught wi th a radi o  transmitter and fake identifi cat i on cards. Word came from 
the Marchale of the Carboneri  t h ere that Germa ns  were corning so party moved to Gorga, 
stayed there for about a week and then moved back to Norma and st ayed w i th the so-call ed  
Communists Beni amino Cappellett i and  Michele Alfonoso who would ride on German trucks back 
and forth to Rome and bring escapees food . 
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About the 20th of Apri l after having been given 7000 lira by Felicetto Acoroca, F/Lt. 

John Hall (who had been prisoner since 1941 ) and subj ect decided to make a d e termined 
a t t empt to get through the lines.  They came around to the south of the beachhead �rea. and 
to Terracina . After a couple of days was a ble to get hold of a small boat and  get it into 
the Cisto . After wai ting for favorable conditions put off at night and next morn i ng rowed 
to Island of Zannone. The Governor of the Pont i ni I slands  took them in a motorbo at to 
Ponsa Island and then British Air Sea Rescue brought them into Naples on 5 May 1944 . 

Subject reports a house inhabited by about six German soldiers who round up t he l i ve
stock to be slaughtered , is located NNE of Norma about 700 yards from edge of town. 

Escapee was interrogated for tactical informat i on by P/W point 326 on 6 May. 
APPEND IX  C 

Subject report German Quart ermaster dump located at Allti Piani, NNE of Piglio has 
never been bombed and would be a good bombing target. 

The following are Itali an Partisan leaders at Sermonet a :  
Dr . Cavalucchi] __ Brothers Lt. Cavalucch] 
Brig . Candido 
Engineer Piats 

Lt.  Tit o , (last name unknown but may be reached by priest as Tito )  Sgt . Magg i or Et�io 
(also can be contacted through priest whose name is Lore nzo ) and several other Ital i an 
officers at Norma are attempting to reorganize Partisan band at Norma (Both these bands are 
connected by the same leader somewhere in Rome . )  

Follow i ng are influential people who are ab l e to give help in way of food, clothing 
and money: 

Town 
Rocoantica 
*Poggio Mirteto 
Sermoneta 
Norma 
Norma 
Gorga 

Name 
Gervasio and Gustavo Leti 

Guiseppi Conforci 
Prince of Gaetona 
Geniamino Capellett 
Michele Alfonso 
Giovanni Recohia (Listed as Fascist ) 

*Guiseppi Conforci can produce large sums of money, speaks English perfectly and is 
one of the bravest Italians subject met . he can give some arms and ammunit i on. H e  tried 
twice to cross the lines with subj ect but returned  to  t ake  money to  evaders at Valle 
Pietra. 

The fol l owing evaders are believed to be at points indicated : 

At Sennino - 18 April 
znd  Lt. Hal Rigney (P-38 Pilo t )  
2EndD Lt. Walter Morrison (P-38 Pilot ) 

At Valle Pietra k- 2 February 1944 
znd Lt . John Careberis 
znd Lt . David Parlett 
Lt . Curdes 
Capt. Donovan Rulien 
Capt. Ken Johnson 
Sgt . William S. Nelson (USAAF) 
2 other USAAF P-38 pilots, 1 Yugoslav 

C . P.O. Wm . Morri s (English Navy) 
Chas. Nicholas (English Navy) 
Major H.M . Evans (New Zealand)  
I van C.  Mileham (South Africa ) 
W .J. Rawlinson (South Africa ) 
znd  Lt . Remi T .  Oelouche 

and several other Allied evaders . 

At Aquila 
Large concentration of Allied evaders and escapees. 
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At Gorga - 13 April 

Major W .D . Caffyn (English) 
Capt . Anthony Cowdy (English) 
Al so a South African and 3 other Al l ied evaders . 

At Carpineto - Beginning of March . 
Conmander L. T .  Peyton-Jones (English Navy) 

At Norma - 1 May 
Lt . John Vaughn 
Lt. John Al exander (Engl ish 
Capt . Jack Gadford ( Engl ish 

( Maps attached � )  

One day will be reserved for visiting the Air Force Museum at Wright 
Field and dedication of the 99th Bomb Group memorial. He showed s lides 
of existing memorial s  ranging from simple s labs to e laborate monuments. 
His suggestion was the group consider four typical designs , two 
horizontal and two vertical styles. After discussion , it was moved and 
approved that Jim Sopp and his committee proceed with the design 
selection and procurement. It was estimated that a memorial conforming 
to the four designs will cost 8 to 10 thousand dolla rs. Bernie Barr 
reported that the memorial finance committee (Barr and Tom Gamm) has 
received $5, 000. Obviously additional contributions are needed ,  and soon, 
because the time frame i s  getting short. Remember ,  your donation is tax 
deductible. Please make checks payable to the 99th BGHS and send to 
Bernie or Tom . 

Other highlights of the reunion were the annual banquet Saturday 
evening and the Sunday morning brunch . Everyone enjoyed a recorded 
message from Gen. Upthegrove which was displayed on a TV monitor. Then 
during brunch members were afforded the opportunity to send greetings to 
Gen. Upthegrove via VCR. He was unable to make the trip to Seattle , 
however he is looking forward to meeting with us in Dayton next June. 

993GHS FINANCIAL REPORT 
FIRST HALF OF 1985 

Bank Balance , 3 1  Dec. 1984 
Dues and Donations Received 
Expenditures 

Geo. F. Coen, Miscellaneous 
Postmaster, stamps 
Newsletter printing, 3 issues 
:i:,iewsletter typing 

$ 

'.'Jalter Butler, postage & miscellaneous 
Special reunion letter 

subtotal 

Balance, 30 June, 1985 

4022 . 79 

J3WS, DUES, AND VIEWS 

$ 

364.05 
159 . 90 

2658 . 29 
710 . 60 
175 . 00 
232. 1� 

4-299 . 9  

I would like to co'-:i.pliment 3ernie 3arr• for his foresight ,  initiative , 
and plain hard work on behalf of this outfit. One example is 3ernie t s  
getting the 99BGH3 classified b y  the State of L c1 W  ;,1exico as a non-profit 
organization. fhis saves us �200 a year.  I had previously failed- to con
vince the State o f  our qual ificat ions. P.nothe r exavn'.Jle is 3e rnie I s des-
i.gn of the 99.JG caps , and there are many othe r winninf� ide as. 

i'hanks, Bernie , fror:1 all of  us. ceo 
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Q UOT E S 

Very ear l y  i n  the war ,  before we were prepared for anything at al l ,  a report came that 
a J apanese invas i o n  f l eet was s ai l ing  toward the Cal ifornia coas t. Things were a b� t 
confused , but at l ast it was determined that our aerial forces would f l y  out  to meet this 
attack. Our air forces were a lerted , briefed , and ready to go. 

"There were, I be l ieve, two of us. I don ' t  mean two of u s  in my airp l an e ,  I mean two 
airp l anes , total , avai l ab l e  to defend  the Ca l ifornia coast .  Then there were the unarmed 
training p l anes . We sweated it out  for four hour s .  The report was a mis take .  Ho l lywood 
l ives . 

-from "C l imate and the Affairs of Men , "  by Wink less and Browning ,  Fraser Pub l .  
Thi s is a real good book about the basic causes of conf l ict . 

-
THE CLIMAX 

The Fifteenth Air Force aircraft from Ital y were assigned the Messerschmitt component 
plant at Regensburg- Prufening. Approximatel y 1,200 American bombers took to the air over 
England and Ital y on the morning of February 25, 1944, one of the larges t  US aerial task  
forces ever to launch an  attack against targets in one area. 

A total of 1,000 fighters were assigned escorting duties for this massive heavy-bomber 
armada. 

When s uch a l a rge numbe r of men a re involved in an operation, whether it is on the 
ground or in the air, unusual events are certain to occur. The stress of a week of s teady 
combat had res ulted in many of the bomber-crew men reaching that del icate borderl ine be
tween norma lcy and abnorma lcy--a borderl ine that was often undetected by flight s u rgeons 
and  group  commanders.  The. mis sion of February 25, 1944, the l ast  operation of Big Week, 
harbored at l east two mysteries that were never revealed in official documents but were 
we l l k n ow n t o t h o s e a i rm e n a n d o f f i c e r s w h o s u r v i v e d the or de a l • 0 n e of th e mys t e r i es 
answered that day dealt with the "Mad Gunner of the Fort resses". 

A flight s u rgeon of the One Hundredth Group of the Third Division had first notified 
High Wycombe about the mad gunner when a dead crew man, brought home in a bomber after the 
bombing of B�unsw� ck on February 21, 1944, was discovered to have died from a fifty-caliber 
shel l .  At fi '.st 1 t  was thought to have been accidental. During the confu sion and tense
nes s  of an a, r batt l e, when one group of bombers fl ew almost within arm ' s  reach of another 
group �nd both . groups being penet rated by Luftwaffe fighters, it was entirely possible that 
some f 1f�y-�al1 ber rounds coul d go wil d. When several other airmen died from fifty-caliber 
shel l s  w1 th1 n the next three days, however, it became evident that the re was more than an 
accidental firing involved. When a bombardier of a Third division group was ' kil led by the 
gun of another B- 17  while the formation was crossing the target area on February 24, 1 944, 
and there were no anti-ai rc raft o r  enemy fighters within mil es, there was no longer any 
doubt that a mad gunner was on the l oose among the crew men. 

At a meeting of division flight su rgeons it was ag reed that the mad gunner was prob
a�l y .a crew man who had been unable to withstand the mental s t ress of so many l ong-range 
mis s i ons and had gone ber s erk. It was also agreed there was a possibility that this man 
was n�t ev�n aware of what he was doing, that during the i nte n sity of batt l e  he was tem
porari l y  i nsane. Each pilot in the division was ordered to assemble his crew on the night 
of the twenty-fou rth and expl ain the situation to them and wa rn them to be on the a lert for 
s uch a crew membe�. Natu rall y each pil ot denied that the mad gunner was on his crew. 

One of the pi lots who denied the possibility of his Fl ying Fortress  ha rboring s u ch a 
man��� - �eteran flyer ?f the Ninety-Fifth Group of the third Division who testified l ater at 
a divi sion staff meeting--was shocked when he heard a gun on his B- 1 7  open fire as the 
p� ane crossed th.e enemy coas tline on February 25, 1944. When he couldn ' t  see any enemy 
fi ghters approachi ng . from th� l e'.t side of the heavy bomber, he as ked the copilot f there 
were any Luftwaffe fighters i n  vi ew on the right side. The answer was negative. 

A waist gunner reported that it was the ball -tu rret gunner, a crew man who ranked as  
one of the most courageou� men the pilot had ever known. The ball turret was a dangerous 
and vu l ner�ble three-foot d i ameter gl ass bal l  hanging from the belly of the Fl ying Fort ress 
and few a i rmen volunteered to ride in it. This man, a West Virginia coal miner before the 
war, never complained and stayed in the glass ball from just after takeoff to just  before 
l andinq, protectinq the underside of t.hP il i rr rrlft  f r()m I 1 1 ftw;:, ff<> f i nht <> rc 
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" Bal l tu rret , what are you firing at?" the perplexed pilot asked. 
There was no immediate answe r. Instead , the guns in the bal l  tu rret continued to fire 

for several seconds. Final l y  the tense voice of the ball-tu rret gunne r came ove r the in-
terphone. 1 

·· 1 ney re com1 ng atter us. Can t you see them? See , tnere s u11e now ! 
A quick check by the pilot revea l ed that another  B -17 was moving into the w i n� �o 

sition on the l eft to fil l an empty s l ot and the mad gunner in the bal l  tu rret was f1 r 1ng 
toward it. The pilot--knowing the re was a distinct possibil ity of his ball -t u r ret gunner 
kil l ing s omeone in the other bombe r or  perhap s ,  in his mental condition , even shooting it 
down--quick l y  pull ed his plane out of formation and d rifted about a mil e to the left �f the 
group. He maintained his altitud e ,  howeve r ,  since he wanted to rejoin the format i on as 

soon as he got the crazed bal l -tu r ret gunner out of the glass ball . A l one B-17 over enemy 
territory was nearly al ways a s u re statistic for  a Luftwaffe fighte r pi l ot. when the 
other  crew membe rs t ried to get the mad gunner out of the bal l  tur ret , however ,  they soon 
discovered they had a probl em. The gunner kept the tu r ret revol ving e l ect rical l y  so fast 
that they could not stop it in the stowed position. The bewil dered pilot considered cut
ting the electrical power l ong enough to crank the ball tur ret into the stowed position by 
hand and to risky ; too much of the equipment in the pl ane was operated by electrical powe r ,  
and to shut it off , even temporaril y, might cause disaster. Whil e he was still t rying 
to discove r a way to get the g unner out of the bal l tu r ret , his B-17 was attacked by four 
FW-190s , and two engines were damaged so severel y that they had to be feathe red. On the 
second pass the Luftwaffe fighters made at the lone Flying Fortress , part of the control 
cables  were severed and the l ife  raft over  the radio compa rtment was jar red loose  and 
caught in the vertical tail section of the bomber ,  jamming the rudder. 

The pil ot had a difficu lt  time holding the pl ane l eve l , even with the contro l  whe e l  
tu rned al l the way t o  the l eft and u s ing maximum trim. Knowing it was only a matter of 
time before he would loose compl ete control of the aircraft ,  he o r d e red the crew to bail 
o ut. Unfo rtunate l y ,  as the gunne rs  prepared to j ump , two of the FW- 190s roared in for 
another attack and it was impos sib l e  for them to bail out unless they wanted to risk being 
struck by the fire from the enemy fighters. 

At that moment the bal l -tur ret gunner ,  firing at any plane , American or Ge rman , that 
approached the B-17 in which he was riding , swung his guns toward the two FW- 190s. he shot 
the canopy off the lead fighter and evidently wounded the pilot , because according to the 
testimony of the s u rviving crew members , the first FW- 190  swerved sharpl y and co l l ided with 
the second Luftwaffe pl ane. The both burst into fl ames and spun to earth. 

This gave the crew men aboard the doomed Flying Fortress the time they needed and they 
al l bailed o ut  except the pil ot , who struggled to hol d the plane straight and l evel a few 
minutes l onger. After he was certain his crew had jumped , the pil ot checked his own para
chute pack and prepa red to rel ease the control s and try to get out through the nose hatch 
before the B-17 went into a spin and trapped him . Just befo r e  he r e l eased the control s , 
however ,  he called the bal l -tur ret gunner once more on the interphone. 

"Ba 1 1  tu rret , do you hear me? 11 

The re  was no answe r and the pilot , knowing he had very l ittl e time l eft to get out of 
the burning aircraft , turned to head for the nose hatch. At that moment , a pitifu l  ca l l  
reached his ears through the earphones stil l on his head. 

"My god , what did I do? 1 1  

The pi l ot recognized the voice of the bal l -tu r ret gunner immediatel y and asked him if 
he was a 1 1  right. 

" I  g u e s s  s o ,  but when I came to my senses a while ago I was shooting at another B-17. 
I didn 1 t hit it , did I?"  

The pil ot tried to convince him that eve rything was all right , that the important 
thing now was to bail out immediate l y ,  but the bal l -tu r ret gunne r ,  realizing that he p r o 
bab l y  had shot  at othe r pl ane s in the fo rmation on earl ier raids ,  that he was the "mad" 
gunner eve ryone was searching for , refused to jump. 

The d espe rate pil ot stayed with the doomed B-17 as long as he could , but when it fin
all y did a wingover and started into a spin , he bail ed out. He was rescued from the Chan
nel  f o u r  hou r s  l ater.  The remainder of his crew , which had bailed  out ear l ier , were cap
tu red by the germans and taken p risoner. Onl y the bal l -tu r ret g unner died , and the fact 
that he was the so-cal l ed mad g unner was neve r reveal ed except at a private meeting at High 
Wycombe a week later. It was decided that he had given his most treasured posses sion--his 
l ife--in return for the hope that he woul d be forgiven. He was. 

Big Week 
by Gl enn Infiel d 
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APPLICATION FOR M3MBEHSEIP, 1985, $10 
1981-1985 Newsletters, �?5 per year. 81 o2 

1986 :$1.5 
83_ 84 -

NAME S quadron�----

New -----
Renewal 

-----

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

A N�W CAP-A NE'rl IDEA-AN Ii·aviEDIATE SUCCESS-MEMBEF.S AT SEATTLE: BOUGrtT iiHOIE 
3UPPLY-O?JJi!::RS NOW BEING FILLED AND MAILED-YOU �'iAY 'tlf...;.\fT ONH; A..'....SO-OFtDEri NOW . 

TO BERNIE :3A?.n 
7413 Vista Del Arrcyo 
Albuquerque , .New i'lexico 37109 

One Cap $ 10 .00 2ach Additional Cap $ 8 . 00 
Includes packing and mailing. 

'Ibis picture of the cap in not toogocd. 
Under the silhouette of the B-17 it reads 

B-17 FLYING FORTRESS 
Hq Sq, J46th , J47th , J48th , 416th 

'Ihe printing is nice and clear on the cap 

Jim Sopp would like to know if there is a s inger who i s  an active 
member of our organization and is willing to sing two songs at  the dedic
ation ceremony at the U . S .Air Force Kuseum during the 1986 Reunion. 

Jim has also asked if there is an ordained Minister, Rabbi or Priest 
who would like to participate in the ceremony. 

Jim can be reached at 24l8 E .  Rahn Road, D8yton OH 45411-0 . His 
phone is 513-li.34-259 3. geo • 

TAP S  

DAVIS, \HLLIAM R .  ';Ye have been notified of the death o f  ;;lilliam .Davis by Paul Hoot, P. O. Box 247,  Berrien ""'prings }:iI 49103 . We have no furt her details. 

John P .  Tranpuzano 
I{ichae 1 J. Burke 
E.R. Lovering 

' Howard w. Wright 

C H A N G ES OF 

10 So .  �as hingt on 
West 1106 Claney C 
401 Pine St. 
P . OD�awer 600 

geo .  

AD RE S S  

Ave . rargate 
Spokane 

Harbor Springs 
Ruston 

nJ  0Glio2 
WA 99208· 
MI  49740 
LA 71 273-0600 
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I j 
J. O . Grizzell : 
l.lJ tolii can Cove �us t 
Lake '.1a Ino ku 

/985 
8 5  

:Jardinia  -.011 1 1.5171: 

580 s.r.1 . ·.ve e derl 
589  John L .  Kalish  
590 Vince '. ' at t s on 
591 A . A . Gentry 
593 Le slie E .  Borho 
�93 J illy L. noth 
591.i Jos eph :;:elle r::ian 
595 Jack McGintJ 
596 Wm. 11 1,:iclrny ' 1 :cGee 
597 Robe rt L . ... cCo..i.1  
590 Oscar E .  C ollings 
599 Arthur E. White 
600 Richard M .  Val leau 
601 L. F.IIonen 
602 Loui s  E .  Carson 
6 OJ g.N . Cornett 
604 8ugene F .  Grimes 
6 05 Be rnard N .  Katz 
606 Jame s E .  Klansnic 
607 D . F. Toomey 
6
6

08 Ada� J .  Zanoni 
09 Curtis  Reese 

F OU ND 

l+-447 Chelsea  Dr .  
?lll ·.Hndy C t .  
9951 NE Iichalem 
60 31+ ·./igton St. 
1.::;051 SE Foster 
)�?7 Greenfield St. :··i!:.: 
JOG Lucia 0t. 
3110 'H. 59th St, 
5200 Irvine B1vd .Jl�7 
17045 ·.'iood St . 
443 3 Las Encinitas 
P . O .  !Jox 3L �lµl-
l 7 Celestial Lane 
337 Richland Dr. 
221 76yh St . 
1261 Landfair Circle 
4o Crystal St. 
6Jll-5 Via £stre lla 
1037 96th NE 
Box 67  
219 Conunon st . 
10702 J;orman Ave . 

SeP 

13a  ton Houge LA no009 lµ.6 
Xenia  OII 45385 346 
I3uinbridGe Island , ':VA , 98110 , J46 

�ouston JX 77096 
Portland on 97�3 6  .31+.0 
Ce dar napids IA 5240? 
r:l iddlesex l�J 08:346 lµ6 
Chicago IL 60629 416 
Irvine CA 927lu. Jl1.6 
Hazel Cre st IL 60429 J!� 7 

Fair Oaks CA 95628 
Aus tin ·rx 78764. 347 
Levittown NY 11756 !µ6 
Lancaster PA 17001 JI� 
0oulder CO 80 303 
Santa Ana CA 92705 3)l8 
Worcester  MA 0160 3 347 
Scottsdale AZ 85253 416 
Bel le vue WA 98oou. 1µ6 
Klickitat V/A 90628 31�8 
Brai ntree MA 02134 346 
I<'airfax VA 22030 




