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President's Corner 

I don't think we should put CORTESI'$ "ROMMEL'S LAST STAND" to rest until we read Fay 
·:uppie" Upthegrove's review of the book. In a letter to George and I, Fay made the follow­
ing comments. 

OPERATION FLAX 

Lawrence Cortesi sent me a copy of.his new book 11Rommels Last Stand" about 
operations in April 1943 which were under way when the 99th first arrived 
in the NA Theater. We flew our first shake down mission on 31 March. we 

were not concerned with the pla.'1ning of .F'lax by higher Ha I s. Our mission 
orders cam� from 5th 1,-/ing the day before and we c.arried out the mission as 
best we could. The 5th Bomb Wing consisted at the time of 97th, 301st, 
and 99th Groups, with the 2nd ro to join us shortly. He had just arrived 
at. Navarin and begun to ready our ca":lp in a wheat field, with no Serlice 
Group, no ground echelon, a�d operating with about 100 maintenance men 
borrowed from the 97th and J01st. Toe flight crews had to maintain their 
guns and help load the bombs. An Army photo section stranded at 0ran 
joined us when � moved up. They only had one K-17 camera whicn took all 
the good bomb strikes of our first missions. 

The pictures of the Milo-Trapini raid ,at Hq • s all the way back to ;vashington 
D.C. created a sensation and made our reputation of bombing and formation 
flying, which we owe to one K-'17 camera, as sole proof. 

There was one big plus in those early days. We had no record keeping 
personnel to pile up the paper�..ork, and just had to load and drop bombs and 
shoot down fighters. 
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Cortesi covered the plans of both Allied and German Hq 1 s very well and makes 
interesting reading but is not exactly correct and should not be as his­
torical fact. l·listakes were made about unit� g,na individuals. For instance 
Ford Lauer, although he colTllnanded the 2nd :a:Yl� it to NA, never comnia.nded 
it in combat and never came to the 99th 11ntil late January 1944. Radio 
conversations on miss:i,o ns were mainly invented or used by fighters. The 
99th kept radio silence when I commanded. The only time I broke silence was 
at Gerbini when Bob Elliott called me to say, with tears in his voice, "I 
only got three planes left 11• i'·:& reply was 11keep coming you can I t do any­
thi� about it now". Also when returning to Navarin after a mission I would 
call Notary Tower when about ten miles out, for wind direction and velocity 
for landing info. u th p egrove 

8-6-U4 

Fay also reported that Ford Lauer, Commander of the 99th Bomb Group from late Jan. 
1944 to early Jan. 1945, passed away some time ago. Those of us who served under his 
command and leadership knew him as a great combat leader and as an individual of kind 
understanding. I remember that he and I lived in the same building at Gp. Hq. and to take 
a shower we went to another building for a community bath. One afternoon I had completed 
my bath, dried off, and had dressed as Ford entered to bathe. After I had returned to my 
room he entered with an excessively wet bath towel and said "Here is your wet towel! Where 
is my dry one?" Another time the group was divided into two formations to attack two 
different pinpoint targets in the same area. Ford led one formation and I led the other. 
On the return to our base my formation got ahead of his and as I approached the landing 
strip I called 1

1SANDFLY11 for landing instructions. Before the tower could reply Ford came 
on the air and said that he was the commander of the formation and that he would control 
landing procedure. After I informed him that I was the second formation and that he would 
control landing procedure. After I informed him that I was the second formation and would 
circle until his formation had landed he insisted that we land first. This is just a 
couple of small examples to show that he was truely an understanding man and a GREAT 
LEADER. MAY HE REST IN PEACE! 

Our thanks 11Uppie11 for your continued support and inspiration that you give to us. 
I asked a friend, a German teacher, to translate the material George included in the 

last newsletter on the downing of our B-17 over Switzerland. Here are the thoughts of Mr. 
Ruegg, Corrmander of Flab Det 21 that shot down our aircraft, on the day that the event 
occurred (1 Oct. 1943). 

11Deeply disturbed we stood on the evening of the eventful first of October 1943 at the 
crash-site of the Flying Fortress, and greeted our dead comrades, who gave their young 
lives for freedom. A mild evening spread over our lovely countryside, and quietly we 
accepted in our disturbed souls the consequence of our oath of allegiance and performance 
of duty. They also carried out their orders and, perhaps, the same day killed more people 
than we did. 

" But our course of action was clear, and that, our neighbors on land and in the air, 
must know and feel. The neutrality of weapons has spoken. Our hearts tremble and our 
emotions deep within us are moved and sincere. 11 

As you can see he had a great deal of remorse but at the same time a feeling of pride 
in the accomplishment of their duty. 

The question still lingers in my mind - Why did a neutral county deliberately 
down airplanes that no doubt showed signs of distress and were in need of assistance? 
And I also would like to know how many German and Italian planes were shot down 

shoot 
Why?_ 

under 
similar circumstances. 

Since Commander Ruegg is now on our mailing list he may be able to provide some 
thoughts on this subject. Mr. Ruegg can you assist? Or Gino? or Heiri? 

Art Knipp has made video tapes of our last couple of reunions. He has promised to 
make some of the better tape available and show at our meeting in Seattle ne�t year. Than�s 
Art and also for the info on the Mt. Cassino raid. We will put it in our files and use it 
in the future as required. The info does help enhance our records. 
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My thanks to H.C. (Chris) Christiansen and B.C. Rogers for the photos of the May 
reunion. Also just received a call from Rex and Edith Greathouse saying that they were 
burning up in Kansas and can't wait until WE MEET IN SEATTLE next July so they can cool off 
and meet with friends again. I have received info from other 8-17 groups that plan to be 
in Seattle and I will give a listing of those units in a latter report. 

It's nice to see that my great nephew, Norman Lee Barr III, a recent graduate of high 
school has joined our organization as an associate member. Welcome aboard Norman. His 
grandfather and father were both Navy Medical Doctor. 

Jim Flex has informed me that those of you who ordered and paid for the 1984 May 
Reunion Book should be receiving it now. If not contact: Reunions Inc. 2208 E. Hillcrest 
St. Orlando, Florida 32803-4906. 

I'm happy to report that our Albuquerque members met in an informal get together for 
drinks, food, lively conversation, and just plain enjoyment and fun. Including spouses 
fourteen of us had a most enjoyable evening and we plan on doing it again. I do hope that 
in areas where members can meet conveniently you will do so. It's this kind of friendship 
that keeps the OLE comrades together. 

Since this is the last newsletter for 1984 the Officers and Board of Directors wish 
each of you a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

. Also, if you want to join in the rush to pay your 1985 membership dues Walter Butler 
will be happy to accept them. The way George is expanding the newsletter our dues are 
necessary to keep us going. Thanks from your friend. 

From the Veep 

"LET US MEET IN SEATTLE" 
Bernie Barr 
7413 Vista Del Arroyo 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

Our Vice-?rosident, Lew Joatwrig:1t, ·::as too imsy answering stuci­
ents' questions at the U:1iversity to prepare a blurb, so here are 
a few good letters fro·;1 the file. 

545 Oahu Lane, #407 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060 
April 2, 1982 

Dear George, 

Enjoyed reading the March newsletter. Also, enclosed find my 
dues. (Sorry I'm late.) 

Perhaps I can help answer some of the questions posed by Steve 
Birdsall -- also some comments in the 99th log. 

1. September 2 mission to Bologna the aircraft lost was #396 
pilo� - Carrabiris, copilot - Dean. My crew said they saw #2 engine 
burning somewhere near the coastline. 

2. Re Major Whitmore bailing out of #494. The date was Septem­
ber 7, and we went to Foggia. The bombadier killed was in #467 the 
l�ft plane in Whitmore's element. I was flying #842 on his right 
wing, and we got off lucky;we had 2 men wounded. 

3. "Never Satisfied" was #388 and not #389. My tentmate, Stan 
Samuelson, flew it over from the states. After he left, I flew it 
many times. Incidentally, Sammy finished his tour and went back to 
the states. He eventually got a crew and flew a B29 to Saipan. He 
was in the 500 BG, 881 Squadron. He left Kearny, Nebraska in Octo­
ber �944 and was shot down over Tokyo on February 19, 1945 after com­
pleting a number of combat missions. (I have a diary that his uncle 
sent me after the war.) 

4. I was a replacement for one of the crews shot down over Ger­
bini, Sicily. The plane I flew from the states was "Lucky" Lady 
#393, which remained in the Squadron. 

5. "Queenie" #790 was my first (7/19/43). I flew copilot for 
Bob Elliot, when Rome was bombed for the first time. On board for 
this flight, we had Richard Tregaskis of International News Service. 

6. I believe that Sgt. Warmer's pilot was Max Davis. 
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7. About December 19, on mission to Augsberg, Germany, #832 was 

shot down (My ship -I was in rest camp in Capri; another crew was 
flying it.) 

since Gen. Upthegrove reads the letter, I'm reminded of a funny 
incident that he may also recollect. Before I moved into my tent, 
the fellows had two terriers that sort of belonged to the Squadron. 
The dogs lived in my tent. When we were in Tunis, the briefings 
were held in a central courtyard surrounded by a house. O�r two 
dogs attended each briefing faithfully. However, one m�rning when 
the General came to the front of the room there was a big gob of dog 
droppings. He raised his voice and admonished Samuelson and told 
him the dogs couldn't come to briefing anymore. Sammy stood up.and 
answered the General saying that his dogs wouldn't do such a thing. 

sure enough, it was soon discovered that another dog took the honors. 

A good laugh was had by all the attendees. 
Enough now. Will close wishing you all the best, and keep the 

newsletters coming. 

Jules Horowitz 
348 Squadron 

P.S. Extra $5 to help with the postage .... 

Dear Frank, 

6 October 1982 
Bernard Raftery 
1921 Brewton Street 
District Heights, Maryland 

20747 

I received 1 September edition of the 99th Bomb Group 
Newsletter. It certainly brought back many memories and gave 
me the incentive to write. 

First of all, the article on Jim Raley. I was on that 
mission to Pireaus Harbor near Athens, Greece that day in A/C 
42-5470 as navigator (my 45th mission). This mission was made 
up of a composite from all four Bomb Groups of the Fifth Wing-­
seven aircraft from each Group. As we reached the western 
coast of the Peleponeses, we were in a climb between two layers 
of clouds, flying in elements of seven. The 99th was in the 
right element high, our aircraft was in the seventh, or swing 
position. In the cloud, while spreading out to the left for 
separation, we probably encountered icing and started a diving 
spin to the left, hitting the seven planes in the low element 
that Jim Raley was in. All eight aircraft went down. There 
was a total of 15 survivors. Jim and some of the others had a 
hard time of it physically during the three months we spent in 
Greece. We finally made it back to Italy on an Italian gun 
boat. As I recall Jim was in the 301st or 2nd Bomb Group. I 
kept a diary on most of our stay in Greece - if you are 
interested, I will send you a copy for your records. 
Personally, I was very fortunate on this raid, we had run out 
of airplanes and ours was an old E model with a plexiglass nose 
with the 30 caliber guns removed. Apparently when we exploded 
on impact with the other aircraft, the Bombardier, Tom Lilly 
and I were blown through the nose. I recovered consciousness 
about half way down. 

Our original crew of the Plummer Provisional Group which 
joined the 99th in Tunis, had the misfortune of losing two 
aircraft that were not on your table of combat losses. On 
1 October 1943 we were on the mission to the messersmitt 
factory in Augsburg Germany. We were hit heavy with ME 109's 
that had drop tanks. We bombed Innsbruck instead. The small 
formation was scattered, three made it to Switzerland. We made 
it back to Sardinia and wiped out the plane in landing. This 
aircraft was the one we had taken overseas - No. 491. Marvin 
Charak, a current member of the 99th Historical Societv was the 

Bombardier. He was severely wounded when an explosive shell 
ripped out the nose and his bomb sight. (an interesting note -
the Italians who were holding Sardinia had just surrendered on 
28 September). 

Our crew with the exception of Marvin was on the 6 October 
43 mission to Mestre. We were hit by a top notch ME 109 unit 
on our way in and were lucky enough to make it back and crash 
at one of the Foggia Airfield that had just been taken by the 
British. I don't recall the tail number of the plane but it 
wasn't the one listed on your combat report (another note of 
interest - I met a German pilot at a German Airfield in 1964 
who was flying against us in one of the ME 109 on the Mestre 
mission. 

I retired from the Airforce in September 1964, lived in 
Europe for awhile, and have been with the Government in 
Washington, D.C. area since 1966. I certainly enjoy your 
newsletter and commend you, George Coen and all others for 
conceiving the idea of the 99th Bomb Group Historical Society. 

Sincerely, 

FROM THE FILES 
courtesy of General upthegrove 

FORTRESS GROUP oATTIUG .333 AGAINST AXIS PLANES 

Enemy aircraft not looking for trouble should steer clear of one 
Flying Fortress Group which has had an almost .J33 battling average for the 
past week. Last Monday this Group shot down 35 out of 100 A.xis planes over 
Gerbini; yesterday, in supporting the invasion of Sicily, the Fortress 
sharpshooters bagged six. out of twenty in a twenty minute running fight 
after bombing Catania. 

The claims were as follows: 
!{tE 210 each; S/Sgt. Emmett F. Hamilton, Prairieville, La., T/Sgt. Niichael 
Yarina, Homestead, Pa. 
ME 109 each; S/Sgt. George P. Harris, Lacona, Mo.; T/Sgt. M.A.Harper, Wood 
River, Ill.; Sgt. T.E. Gaertner, Sharon City, Ohio; Sgt. Henry E. West, 
Hodges, Alabama. 

From another Group, a claim of an RE 2001 by T/Sgt. James F. Conway, 
Attica, New York. 
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Mr. George F. Coen 
2908 Aliso Drive, N.E. 
Alburquerque, N.M. 87110 

Dear George: 

8426 Lopez Drive 
Tampa, Florida 33615 
15 September 1984 

Reference the 99th Bomb Group War Diary contained in the Newsletter� of 
July 1 and September 1, 1984. There might be some interest in hearing 
the Rest of the Story as Paul Harvey would say. 

Under the Elat� of August 9, 1943, aircraft 42-5948 was assigned to the 
348th. Lt Howard c. Carver was the 1st pilot on that aircraft and crew 
and I was his co-pilot. The squadron policy at that time wa� to �ove an 
combat experienced co-pilot to the 1st pilot slot, move the incomJ.Ilg 
1st pilot to the right seat and the incoming co-p�lot was assigne� to 
combat experienced crews as needed. Lt T. J. Davis was the experienced 
co-pilot that took ove·r Carver's crew. Subsequently, the two waist 
gunners on Carver's crew, Sgts Burge and Kovacs, were shot up and taken 
off combat ops, at least for the rest of my time with the squadron. 
They were replaced by Sgts Brown and Donelly. Aircraft 42-5948 was 
named THUNDSRBOLT by our ground crew and was sent to the 97th Bomb Group 
when the exchange of Fs for Es took pl.ace on November lA, 1943. 

After completing 15 missions as a co-pilot and check-out missions as.a 
1st pilot I was made 1st pilot of Lt Highfills' crew when it wa� a�signe� 
to the squadron. The first mission we flew as a crew was the mission to 1/IE 
ME works at Wiener-Neustadt, Austria on November 2, 1943. That also was 
the first mission flown by the 15th AF as I recall. 

Prior to moving to Foggia, Lt Carver was hospitalized in Africa with 
jaundice. As a result of that, I began to alternate mission& as 1st pilot 
with his crew and my own - Highfills' crew. 

Under the date of December 19, 1943 the diary states, "Two of our planes 
were lost - - #832 piloted by 1st Lt c. c. Stidd of the 348th, and #223 
piloted by Lt. A. J. Simpson of the 346th. 11 It also states #fr32 went 
down afire over the target, with eight chutes observed. #832 was the 
aircraft assigned to Lt Horowitz and was named War Bird II. That thing 
had 110 bombs painted on it and that last mission made it lll. My own • 
airplane had belonged to Major :Max Davis who had finished hi� tour an� it 
was in maintenance for new engines and other repairs. Horowitz and his 
crew were off to the Rest Camp on Capri so I was using his plane. 

I was flying Carvers' crew on December 19 with one change in crew assign­
ment. Lt Copseys' crew had all flown 49 missions except the tail gunner, 
Sgt Mabante. He replaced Carvers' tail gunner, Sgt Harwood, for the 
mission.so that all of Copseys' crew could finish their tour together as 
a crew. 

My aircraft position for the mission was No. 2 in the third element 
which was led by Major Murphree. We came off the target in pretty good 
shape. There may have been some "skin" damage from flak but nothing more. 
We had no injuries to the crew and no mechanical problems although we had 
to crank the bomb bay doors open on the run in to the target. At that time 
the Group would go into a Company Front coming off the target and that put 
us out on the right in the Group and a tad behind in the squadron formation. 

The fighters hit us right after the target and #832 took it from the Plexiglas 
nose, that was shot out, to the t&il.. Number 3 engine caught fire instantly 
and we had a runaway prop. Almost instinctively I went for that feathering 
button but the pressure was gone. The airspeed fell right off to llO MPH and 
it was a fight to keep that airplane straight even with full le� trim and 
full left stick. We were at 23, 500 feet)my oxygen was shot out and it felt. 
as though we were in a wind tunnel from all the damage in the nose. I headed 
for a lower altitude and momentiarily thought of a heading for Switzerland 
but the fire in Number 3 had spread and intensified - it was time to leave 
that bird. I radioed the squadron leader we were going down and had started 
the crew to bail out. 

The bomb bay was nothing but fire so I sent the co-pilot, Lt Lawrence Selander, 
down to the nose hatch to be sure the bombardier, Lt Lou Green, and the 
navigator, Lt Jim Kozumplik, got out. I was not certain that the warning bell 
was working or that I could be heard over the intercom. 

The co-pilot had tugged on the leg of the top turret gunner, T/Sgt Theodore 
Campbell, on his way out. CampbeiH g_ot himself tangled up with an aimm.mition 
case in the nose hatch after the other three had jumped and was probably 
trying to throw it out so it would not be in my way when it came time for me 
to jump. (We had put extra ar:imunition on board because the primary target 
as briefed was the ME pl.ant at Augsburg, the secondary was Munich while 
Innsbruck was the tertiary.) One of the ME-109s was off my left wing with 
his wheels and flaps down to stay with me. The leading edge of his wings 
were all lit up like firecrackers and he was scoring hits - the windshield 
went and so did the window behind my head. I coulq not turn into the SOB 
and my gunners that were still alive were bailing out as they were told. 
I was one of those fighter pilot trainees that was sent straight to B-l?s 
and had some gunnery training by none other than Capt. Barry M. Goldwater 
so I tried to avoid that fighters' bullet pa.th by diving and then pulling 
back up as sharply as I could. This manuevering could have given CampbellLJ/F/#"k-..(?7£� 
with the ammunition box and getting out of the nose hatch. 

It was during one of those manuevers that the Number 3 engine and/or the 
right wing exploded and blew Sgt Campbell out of the nose hatch. He woke 
up in his chute minus his shoes and a broken leg. I had my chest pack 
chute on with the safety belt unbuckled and was ready to go as soon as 
Campbell cleared the nose hatch. But that never happened. When the 
plane exploded I was thrown straight up against the overhead window while 
the nose fell straight thru and down. (The right wing was gone flush with 
the fuselage and the fuselage was in two pieces breaking just forward of 
the ball turret.) The remainder of the plane went into a flat spin and I 
was pirmed down on my back somewhere on the flight deck. I could clench 
my fist but I could not raise the back of my hand from whatever surface 
it was pinned against. 
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It was not long before I felt a collision with something else. I knew 
it was too soft to be the ground and thought it another piece of my 
airplane or somebody else. Then I started to feel like I was being 
bumped from one side to another and at the same time to be thrown around 
bodily on the flight deck. After just seconds all movement stopped and 
everything was quiet and still. The fire was still burning in the bomb 
bay and around the top turreJt. I could see trees around and t�e fuselage 
was right side up against the side of the mountain. The left wl.?lg was 
codked up at about forty five degrees with the two engines still attached 
but the outer section was gone. I've always thought that left wing hit 
the tops of those tall pine trees on the eastern side of that mountain 
while ix the plane was spinning to the right and when that happened what 
was left of the plane bounced on down through the trees and came to a stop. 

You can bet the first thing I wanted to do was get away from that fire 
and get out. The left side was too far off the ground so I tried the 
co-pilots' window and it would not move. I looked around for something to 
break it out but no luck. I guess I started to collect myself about this 
time and took my chute pack off, deliberately laid it on the right seat 
then reached over and slid tha co-pilots' window all the way back. I threw 
the chute out the window onto the ground, climbed out and got away from 
the plane. 

Three of the enlisted crewmen were killed. Sgt Mabante, the tail gunner 
from Copseys' crew; Sgt Garcia, the ball turret gunner and Sgt Brown, 01;e· 
of the waist gunners. The radio operator, Sgt Martin, and the other waist 
gunner, Sgt Donelly bailed out and were not injured. All four officers 
eventually were sent to Stalag Luft I near Barth, Germany. The enlisted 
crew members were sent to a camp near Linz, Austria. Lt Green lost the 
sight in one eye and was repatriated in January 1945. T/Sgt Campbell also 
was repatriated at that time because his leg ilae not healing properly. 

Coincidentally, the '17th B} lost our old airplane, 42-5948, on the December 
19 mission. While we were taking our lumps, there was a B-17 below us and 
to the left that was on fire with the crew bailing out. I met the 1st pilot, 
Lt Dawson, in a hospital in Merano, Italy the next day. He told me that it 
was his plane and gave that tail number. He said that his whole flight 
deck had been on fire and he went out the pilots' window to get away from it. 

The rest of my crew met at Camp Lucky Strike enroute home in June 1945 all 
in pretty good shape and glad to be free again. I have some photo negatives 
that are 8Xl0 with each having four 4X5 photos of life at Stalag I while we 
were still PCWs and after being liberated by the Russians. If you can use 
any or all of them I will be happy to loan them to you. Please advise. 

What about this two for one credit on missions flown? I went to Augsburg 
once and Wiener-Neustadt twice - do they count? 

I will end this like my tour with the 348th - abruptly. Than}:s for listening. 

Coro
�

:
�� 

C��IDD, Lt 801, USAF(l!et) 

Hans-Heiri Stapfer 
Bergstrasse 35 

CH-8810 Horgen/ZH 

SWITZERLAND 

Dear George: 
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H orgen, 26tH July 1984 

A week ago I met Mr. Ruegg at Liestal. He was commander of the 
Flab Det 21 that shot down "SUGAR FOOT" and the other airplane, 
B-17 F 42-8565. 

It was very interesting to talk with him, and Mr . Ruegg showed 
me several parts of SUGAR FOOT, also the tail art of this plane. 
Unfortunately, �e only have a part of this, it shows a nude lady, 
with blond hair. 

The girl is riding somethig but we don't know exactly what it 
is. Mr. Ruegg means it is a Pig, but we have no proof, other says 
it was a bomb she was riding. 

The tail art remember the 416th Squadron. Enclosed please find 
a drawing of this tail art. The yellow surrended part is taken 
from the original pHrt, Mr. Ruegg is still holding. The other 
parts are just a guess. 

I would be most grateful in getting so�e more informacion about 
the tail art, and it would be great to obtain a picture of the 
tail. I am sure there are some pecple rember this tail ar�. 

It is �ossible to publish the drawing in one of your next 
issues? This would be very helpful for my work. Or perhaps 
you rember what the girl is really riding. 

By the way, Mr. Ruegg would be intersted to became a member of 
99th Bomb Group Historical Society. Can you send him some in­
formation? ·His address is: 

Mr. G.F. Ruegg-StoecKlin 
GrUnh agstr-asse 7 

CH-4410 Liestal/BL 

SWITZERLAND/SCHWEIZ 

Well, George, this is all for this time. I am lookingforward to 
h earing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 



Boeing B-17 F-85-BO 
Serial Number 42-30126 
shot down by Swiss anti 
1st October 1943. 

Dear IIans-iic iri; 
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aircraft guns on 

Our best to your and to Er. Ruegg. 'l'he 'razorback' hog is the totem 
of the State of Arkansas, my native state. Therefore I would have remembered 
any of our planes decorated with such an an5_·,ri.al, and I have no such m0'mory. 
I thi�k it must have been a bomb that the girl was riding, but I await �lar-
ification fro� our·members. geo 

---- -· --· ·-·-··-- ·· ·  

see p. 11 

PRESS RELEASE: Outlines 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU: 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 19, 1943 
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Official Army Air Forces photos 
By F/Sgt. A. D. Cox 

Using a dummy bomb, Staff Sergeant George A. Streetman, 28, of Harlem, Ga., shows how 
he pried loose a live 20-pound fragmentation bomb which had lodged in the bomb bay of his 
Flying Fortress in the raid on Eleusis Airdrome at Athens, Greece, yesterday. Streetman, a 
flying photographer, used a spare machine gun barrel to pry the bomb loose. He had 47 
seconds to free it before it became fused and subject to detonation at the slightest touch 

PRESS RELEASE By S/Sgt. William Brink Jr. 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU: 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 19, 1943 
ATTENTION: Augusta, Ga., Herald 

Mitchell, S.D., Papers 
AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR ICAN A IR  BASE -- Another story of American heroism in the skies 

was told today by a Flying Fortress combat photographer who--racing against seconds--pried 
loose a 20 pound fragmentation bomb which had lodged in the framework of the bomb bay, 
threatening to blow the airplane to pieces. 

I t  was on yesterday's Fortress raid on the Eleusis Airdrome at Athens, Greece, that 
Staff Sergeant George A. Streetman, 28 of Harlem, Ga. , met the greatest test of his 41 
miss ions. 

He was crouched in the camera well, just aft of the bomb bay, taking pictures of the 
bomb fall when the plane's radio operator mentioned violently that one frag bomb had sepa­
rated from its cluster of six and lodged in the framework under the bay's catwalk. 

Abandoning his camera, Streetman was faced with a difficult choice. He had approxi­
mately 47 seconds to pry the bomb loose before it became fully fused and subject to detona­
tion at the slightest touch. Or he could let it go, knowing that- any later jar of the ship 
would set if off, almost certainly on landing. 

"My first instinct was to run like hell to the back of the ship," the tall, slender, 
drawing Georgian said. 11But I know that if I didn't go in there a lot of boys would get 
hurt--maybe killed. 11 

Streetman had to take off his oxygen mask to get into the bomb bay, since its hose 
connection wouldn't reach that far. 

11 1 just stopped breathing," he said. 11 1 wrapped my legs around the catwalk and tried 
to get the bomb out. It was stuck tight. " 

The little propeller in the tail of the bomb, which must make some 700 revolutions 
before the fuse is set, was turning, turning. 

11 1 figured I had a little time left," Streetman continued. 11 1 remembered there was a 
machine gun ramrod in the radio compartment, so I dashed back for it. It  was gone. But 
there was a spare gun barrel there. I grabbed it, went back in the bomb bay and jabbed 
four time at the tail of the bomb. It fell out." 

Streetman shuddered. "All the time I could see maybe 500 pieces of metal flying 
through the ship from that bomb. It only took seconds, but it seemed like a year. For the 
first time I really knew what prayer meant." 

The flier is married to Florence Streetman, of 414 S. Montgomery St., Mitchell, S.D., 
and is an expectant father. 
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from i"'ed !1agness of the 97th.Jv 

VERNON E. FAIRBANKS, 
Major, Air Corps. 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp. 

"GO HOGS. GO" 



1 ;:  

PRESS RELEASE By S/Sgt. Wil l iam Brink J r. 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU : 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 2 , 1943 
ATTENTION: Denver , Col o . , Papers 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A I R  BASE -- Staff Sergeant Edward P. May , 22 , of LaSal l e ,  
Co lo. ,  a Flying Fortress gunner who survived a crash l andi ng is the Med� terranean by cl i�g­
ing to a capsized l ife raft 30 hours , is on his way home from North Afr ica after compl eting 
his a l l otted SO bombing missions. 

May met near disaster the night of May 3 ,  1943 , when his Fortress group became l ost in 
pea-soup weather over North Africa. Unabl e  to find a l anding fiel d ,  his pil ot made a crash 
l anding in the �ea a few mil es off the African coast. . 

The Fortress sank in 45 seconds and there was only time to rel ease one of the two l ife 
rafts carried. May and 10 others of the crew cl ung to the raft in icy water throughout the 
night. Two men died and were buried at sea. Five others were l ost , some of them attempt-
ing to swim to shore. 

" I t  was 30 hours before I coul d  get a pl ace on top of the raft,  which had capsized , "  
May reca l l ed. "Four o f  us fina l l y  drifted ashore toward evening of the next day. W e  �ere 
comp l ete ly  exhausted by this time and sl ept for 12 hours. Then we w�rk_ed our w�y up  into 
the mountains where we found an Arab who fed us and went for hel p. Br it i sh so l d i ers  came 
and carried us out to a road on stretchers." 

May has been awarded the Air Medal with 10 Oak Leaf Cl usters and _ t�e Purpl e _ H�art. He 
began combat fl ying March 31 with a raid on Vil l ecidro Airdrome , Sardinia , and f i n ished u p  
October 30 over Turin , I taly. 

Born at Litt l eton , Co l o. , May was graduated from I l if f ,  Col o . , High Schoo l in 1940 , 
and was empl oyed as a steel constructionist with the Union Pacific Rail road in Denver until 
entering the army June 29 ,  1942. He is unmarried. 

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM : 99th Bomb Gp .  
THRU: 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 2 , 1943 
ATTENTION : Pasadena , 

ll II 

II II 

Cal . ,  Independent 
Post 
Star News 

VERNON E. FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps. 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp. 

S/Sgt. Wil l iam Brink Jr. 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRI CA A I R  BASE -- On his way home after compl eting 50 bombing 
missions in Major Max S. Davis, 24 , of 460 E. Madison Ave. , Pasadena , Ca l . ,  a F lying For­
tress pi l ot to whom everything in the book has happened , incl uding a mid-air col l ision , an 
emergency parachute l eap and many a crucial moment over �nem� �arg�t�. 

Maj. Davis I crew set a worl d's gunnery record over Gerbi ni , Sicily ,  Jul y 5 ,  1943 , when 
they shot down 12 enemy fighters, seven of them f a l l ing to  one man. The pi l ot recal l s  
sad l y  that he wasn ' t  at the control s that day , al though since his crew increased their bag 
to 23 pl anes. 

A Fortress squadron commander , Davis had troubl e early  whil e enroute from the States 
to North Africa. Over South American jung l e  in a February storm, his p l ane co l l ided with 
another B-17 and the stabil izer was cl ipped off. He managed to l and safely and had to wait 
two months for repairs. 

Joining his Fortress group in North Africa , Davis fl ew his first mission May 3 , 1943 , 
in a raid on Bizerte harbor. Weather cl osed in before the bombers cou ld  reach their target 
and they scattered to hunt for l anding pl aces. 

Davis cruised until his gas was gone before giving the signal to bail out. He scat­
tered his crew over the North Africa countryside ,  l anded safely himsel f and rode to civil i-
zation on a donkey. 

I t  was over Messina , Sici l y ,  J une 25 when Davis had his worst brush with enemy f l a k  
and fighters . Two engines were shot out ,  control cab l es severed , and the pil ot j ust barely  
make  it back to Nor th Africa. For this piece of  flying he was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross , and a lso has been decorated with the Air Meda l  and nine Oak Leaf Cl usters. 
The p l ane su ffered more than 100 f l a k  and cannon shel l hol es and l ived up  to its name 
"Patches. " 

Born at  Meeker , Col o. , Davis was graduated from Pasadena's McKinley High School in 
1935 and from Pasadena Junior Col l ege in 1940 , where he earned a l etter in basketba l l .  He 
went immediatel y into the Air Force as a cadet and won his wings at Kel ly Fiel d ,  Tex. , in 
1941. He is married to Margaret H. Davis of Pasadena , has no chil dren. 

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU : 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 3 , 1943 
ATTENTION : Georgetown , Ky. , News 

Lexington , Ky. , Herald 
11 11 Leader 

VERNON E.FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps , 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp. 

By S/Sgt. Wil l iam Brink Jr. 
" 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFRICAN AIR BASE -- On his way home from North Africa is Technical 
Sergeant Randol ph R .  Hains, 24 ,  of Route 12 , Georgetown , Ky. , A Flying Fortress engineer­
gunner who compl eted his a l l otted 50 bombing missions in 141 days. 

A onetime Scott County , Ky. , farmer , Hains participated in virtu a l ly  every mission 
fl own by his Fortress group from June through October , 1943. His first raid was to Spesia , 
Ital y ,  June 5 ,  and his l ast to an Austrian target October 24. 

Veteran of the historic first raid on Rome , Hains reca l l s  best a mission to Gerbini 
Airdrome , Sicil y ,  July  5 ,  when more than 100 enemy fighters attacked his Fortress forma­
tion. He shot up a l l his ammunition in hel ping hol d  the fighters at bay. One f l a k  frag­
ment tore through his turret three inches from his head and another missed him by s i x  
inches. 

Hains was gradu ated from Oxford , Ky . ,  High School in 1936 _and was captain of the 
basketbal l team i n  his senior year. He attended Iowa State Col l ege in 19 37 but returned to 
farming until entering the army Feb. 17 , 1942. He is unmarried. 

VERNON E. FAIRBANKS , 
Major , Air Corps. 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp. 

PRESS RELEASE By S/Sgt. Wil l iam Brink Jr. 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU: 5th Wing (US) 
Nov. 3 , 1943 

_ AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR ICAN AIR BASE -- Cel ebrating 100 missions during which it dropped 12 ,956 ,320 _ pounds of bombs on enemy targets, a Flying Fortress heavy bombardment group in North Afr 1 ca recent l y  r eceived the pl audits of top air l eaders in the theater , incl uding Lt. Gen Carl Spaatz, chief of the newly-formed 15th Air Force. Before _assemb l�d  _personne l . of  the group and guests , Gen. Spaatz tol d the group that its r�cord sine; begi �n,n� operations March 31 ,  1943 , was "good. 11 
. I hope , he said , that your next hundred missions , if it takes that to win wil l be J ust as good. " ' 

A l �o congr �tu l a!ing the group was Maj. Gen. James H. Dool itt l e ,  popu l ar chief of strat�gic operatio�s in No:th �frica , who summed up  the reasons for the group's success. I t  was d �e , he said , to proper t�aining in the States , next to the skil l and cou­rage of your fl iers, �ext to your l eadership , and l ast , but j ust as important as a l l the others ! to �he mechani cs who keep the pl anes in the air. " His tribute to l eadership referred to the group's commanding of f l oor capa b l e  38 year o l d  Col · Fay R. U�thegrove , _who has fl own 50 missions and wil l go back ' to the St�tes for a _rest . b�fore returni�g t_o active duty ,  reviewed the record of his group ,  pointing out  �� a\ in
s
p i

d
l � n� up  100 missions the Fortresses had ranged over North Africa. Pantel l eria , i ci Y ,  ar inia , Ital y ,  Southern France , Austria , Germany and Greece. 
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PRESS RELEASE By S/Sgt. Wi l l i am Bri nk  J r .  
FROM : 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU : 5th Wi ng ( US )  
November 9 ,  1 943 
ATTENTION :  Cai r o ,  I l l . ,  P apers 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A I R  BASE -- Staff Sergeant George W. Twomey , 21 , of 2815 
Sycamore St. , Cai ro ,  I l l . ,  a F l yi ng F ortre s s  g u n ner  whose  p l a ne  o n c e  was so s h?t up by 
enemy f i g hters  that  i t  h ad to  be s c rapped , i s  o n  h i s  way home from North Afri ca after 
compl eti ng h i s  a l l otted 50 bomb i ng m i s s i ons. 

Twomey h a d  h i s  worst s care i n  a ra i d  on Greece w�en h i s  Fortress and another .fel l out 
of formati on and were attacked by 30 Messerschmi tt 109 s. The Forts managed to f i ght  off  
t h e  p u rs u i t  and  l i mped home . "We had so many hol es , "  Twomey reca l l ed ,  "that they put ou r 
s h i p  i n  the bomb-yard . " . . . The  g u n n e r  began  c ombat f ly ing  i n  December , 1942 , wi th a rai d  on Sf.ax , Tuni_s i a. , when 
the Germans st i l l  h e l d North  Afr i c a ,  a n d  f i n i s h ed u p  No v.  2 ,  1 94 3 ,  w i th a m i s s i o n t o  
Austri a. He has been awarded the Ai r Medal .  

Born  i n  B a rdwe l l ,  Ky . ,  Twomey attended  h i gh schoo l  i n  Cai ro and was empl oyed there 
unt i l  enteri ng  the army Sept. 5 ,  1941. He i s  unmarri ed. 

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM: 99th Bomb Gp. 
THRU : 5th Wi ng ( US )  
November 12 , 1 943 
ATTENTION : Sal t Lake 
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VERNON E. FAIRBANKS , 
Maj or , ,  Ai r Corps. 
S-2 ,  99th Bomb Gp. 

By S/Sgt . Wi l l i am Br i nk  J r .  

C i ty ,  Utah , Tri bune-Te l egram 
11 Deseret News 

AN  ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A I R  BASE - - On h i s  way home from North Afri ca i s  1st Lt. 
Duanne T. Hansen , 26 , of 146 W. 6th , Sout h ,  Sal t Lake C i ty ,  Uta h ,  a veteran F�y i n g  Fortress 
bombardi er who has compl eted h i s  al l otted 60 bomb i ng  mi s s i ons w ith  the 1 5th A i r . Force • . Hansen began combat flyi ng  May 3 ,  1 943 , wi th a raid  on B i zerte when the a x i s  was sti l l  
i n  Tuni s i a  and f i n i s hed up October 30 with a mi s s i on to Turi n ,  I ta ly. Her has  been award­
ed the Ai r 'Medal and four Oak Leaf C l usters , w ith  fi ve more C l u sters pend i ng. 

The bomba rd ier  was graduated from Sal t Lake C i ty H i g h  Schoo� i n  1935 �nd �ttended the 
Uni vers i ty of Utah 11 i ntermittently 11 for th ree year s , between t i mes  work i ng i n _ C o l o ra do  
m i nes . Unma rr i ed , h e  ent e re d  t he  Ai r Force as a cadet Jan. 3 ,  1942 , and won h i s  bombar­
d i er ' s  wi ngs i n  August of the s ame year at Al buquerque ,  N .M .  

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM : 99th Bomb Gp 
THRU :  5th Wi ng ( US )  
Nov. 1 8 ,  1 943 

VERNON E. FAI R BANKS , 
Maj o r ,  Ai r Corps , 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp. 

By S/Sgt. Wi l l i am Bri nk  J r. 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A I R  BASE - - Thous and s  o f  m i l e s away from home. Master 
Sergeant I ra Gordon today was probably the on l y  n at i ve of H u nt e r ,  N . Y . , ( pop.  2 , 000 ) t o  
know the outcome of the l oca l  el ections . 

Gordon , g ro u nd  member  of a F l yi ng Fortress bombardment _group � l earned by l ette_r that 
the e l ect i on for town supervi sor  of Hunter  h a d  ended  i n  a t i e ,  wi th t h e  t own a n x i ou s l y  
awai t i ng one l ast absentee vote. Hi s bal l ot i s  on i t s  way i n  the mai l • . 

A t i p  to Hunter :  Gordon ' s  cous i n ,  Harry Gordon , i s  one of the c a n d i d ates  for  super-
vi sor.  

VERNON E.  FAI RBANKS , 
Maj or ,  Ai r Corps. 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp . 

UN I T  HI STORY OF THE 99TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  HEADQUARTERS 
MONTH OF JANUARY ,  1944 

A. ADM I N I STRAT I ON 
There  was no change i n  organ i z at i on or stat i on dur i ng the month ,  the 99th be ing  st i l  I 

a part  of the 15th A i r Force stat i oned at Tortore l l a ,  I t a l y .  
Strength  on  J anu ary 1 w a s  2 5  off i cers  and 4 8  en l i s ted  men , and on J anuary 31 , 26 

off i cers and 48 en l i s ted men . The off i cer ga i ned was C ap t .  John J .  Morr i s ,  transferred from 
5th W i ng J anu ary 9 to our group S-3. 

There was a good dea l of shakeup i n  headqu arters off i ces dur i ng the month . On J anuary 
2 ,  Capt. Dent C .  Davi s ,  Jr., eng i neer i ng offi cer of the 347th Squadron , became Gr oup  eng i n ­
eer i n g  off i ce r ,  s u cceed i ng Major  Mar t i n  Sorte ,  who was transferred to  15th A i r  Force the 
s ame d ay. 

On J a n u ary 3 ,  L t.-Co l .  Wayne E.  Thurman,  deputy group commander , went to 5th w i ng on 
detached serv i ce w ith  A-3. 

J anu ary 1 7 ,  C apt.  P h i l i p J .  B ar ne s ,  S - 2  of t h e  347 t h  s q u ad r o n ,  was transferred to 
Group S-2, rep l ac i ng C apt . John Hough ,  who assumed C apt. Barnes ' pos i t i on i n  the squadron . 

On January 2 1 ,  Co l .  Thurman was off i c i a l l y transferred to 5th W i n g .  
J anuary 25 , Co l .  F ay R.  Upthegrove , our command ing  offi cer s i nce t h e  i n cept i on o f  t h e  

g ro up ,  a r r i ved from t he  S t at e s  after a rest peri od o f  severa l  months. The s ame day, Co l .  
Char l e s W. L awrence , CO i n  h i s  absence, went to 5th W i ng as commander of the W i ng. 

On January 26 , Co l .  Upthegrove l eft on detached ser v i ce to the 304th W i ng at Cari gno l a .  
The s ame day ,  Co l .  Thurman came back to the group as act i n g  CO. 

Comp l e t i n g t h e  j u g g l e ,  Co l .  Upthegrove , on January 30 , was off i c i a l l y  as s i g ned to the 
304th as commander of the new B-24 W i n g .  

B. BATTLES 

J au n ary was  a month  of record  operat i on for the group .  We f l ew 24 m i s s i ons - - Nos . 
122 to 146 - - to set a new record for any month s i nce be i ng i n  oper at i on.  Twe l ve of these  
24  were f l own c o n s e c u t i ve l y ,  but  th i s  fa i l ed to  top  the  record 1 3  - - i n  a row - - set l ast  
J u l y. 

I n  gener a l , o u r  act i v i ty was  part  of a v a s t  a i r  s t r ategy to support the new al l i ed 
l andi ngs south of Rome , wh i ch took p l ace  J anu ary 22 . To do th i s ,  we smashed  at  r a i l way 
commu n i c at i o n s  feed i n g ax i s  t roop s  i n  t h e  sou t h , i n c l u d i n g  R i m i n i , Arez z o ,  P r at o ,  
Pogg i bonsi and F abr i ano .  I n  add i t i on ,  we pounded at a i rf i e l ds i n  the Rome area - - Qu i don i a ,  
C i amp i  n o  and C antoce l l e - - as we ! 1 as i n  northern I t a l y  and southern France . Sandwi ched i n  
these operat i ons were three attacks on Sof i a ,  Bu l g ar i a ,  one of wh i ch was successfu l .  

C. CASUAL TI  ES 
None for J anuary. 
D.  AWARDS AND DECORAT IONS 

I n  ceremon i e s at Group  headquarters on J anuary 8 ,  Maj. Gen . N athan Twi n i ng ,  new ch i ef 
of the 15th A i r  Force , p i nned a D i st i ngu i shed F l y i ng Cross on Co l .  Thurman for part i c i pat i on 
i n  a secret  m i s s i on J u l y  9-10 , 1 943. 1 st Lt. S amue l B. Hes s ,  Group commun i c at i ons off i cer ,  
recei ved a Leg i on of  Mer i t  for outstand i ng servi ces  l as t  s p r i ng  when the  a i r eche l o n was 
separated from the ground eche l on ,  but was not present to  rece i ve the decorat i on. 

' 
WAR D IARY OF THE 99TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  HEADQUARTERS 

MONTH OF JANUARY ,  1944 
J anu ary 1 

The men who c e l ebr ated  New Y e ar ' s  E ve w ith l oca l  l i quor suffer hangover pa i n s  today. 
Fortunate l y  i t  was non-operat i ona l . Br i ght spot of the day was the be aucoup  t u r key d i nner  
w i t h  a l  1 the tr imm i ngs. Unbr i ght spot- - ra i n s  and wi l d  w i nd whi ch h i t  a new l ow for I t a l i an 
weather. I n  the even i ng good crowds showed for the mov i e ,  Wi l l i am Powe l l  and Myr n a  L oy i n  
"Love Crazy." 



- 16 -

J anuary 2 
I t  was mud and water at headquarters today after yesterday ' s heavy rai ns. I n  one of our 

bu i l d i ng s  I t a l i an l aborers are bu i l d i ng an EM mess h a l l and an off i cers • c l ub. 
J anuary 4 

The Group was host today to Robert Vermi l l i o n ,  a Un i ted Press war correspondent attach­
ed to the 15th A i r  Force who c ame expect i ng to get some good dope o u t  of t h e  S of i a  r a i d .  
U nfor t u n at e l y  our  p l a nes  c ame back  w i th the ir  bombs because of weather,  and he went away 
empty-handed . The mov i e  i n  the group theater ton ight  was M i c key Roo ney i n  11 Andy Hardy ' s  
Dou b l e  L i f e . 11 

January 5-6 

After a b r i ef spe l l of s u n ,  we g e t  b l u s t ery, r a i ny weather and on the 6th it s nowed 
br i ef l y .  An event i n  t h i s  l ow l an d ,  we are to l d. 

J anuary 1 3  
Spec i a l S e r v i c e  prom i sed  u s  new mo v i e s  and t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was J ames Cagney i n  

1
1 Johnny Come L at e l y . 11 A huge crowd turned out and  o u r  sma  1 1  b arn t h e at er  w a s  p ac ked  for 
each of four performances. I t ' s  a free-for-a l l when the crowd at one performance pushes out 
of the door and l ocks horns w i th the crowd tryi ng to get i n  for the next showi ng. 

J anuary 15  
We get  anot he r  new mo v i e ,  B e t ty  Grab l e  i n  11 Coney I s l an d , 11 and the  crowd for th i s  one 

was terr i f i c .  
J anuary 2 1  

The n e w  E M  m e s s  h a l l opened , and a swanky one i t  i s. I t a l i ans  wa l l ed i n  the open end 
of a barn , l e avi ng  a door and a wi ndow, and knocked w i ndows i n  other wal l s. They then t i l ed 
the f l oor. Modern i s t i c  l i ght i ng f i xtures , t ab l es wi th benches att ached and a stove comp l ete 
the ha l l .  ThP Off i cers ' c l u b  i s  a l so swan k ,  w i th r u g s  on  the w a l l s , u p ho l s tered  s e at s ,  a 
f i re p l ace , and a b ar w i t h  a mi rror i n  back. I t  once was a b arn , too . J anuary 22 

The  new a l l i e d l a n d i n g s  s o u t h  of Rome t ake the l i me l i ght today and l ead some men to  
pred i ct the  I t al i an c ampa ign  w i l l  end  toot sweet. The i n vas i on a l s o  r a i s e s  g r e at con tro­
versy w i t h a p oo l  of a lmost  $ 100 bet by Group men o n  thei r choi ce of  a n  i n vas i on date.  The 
poo l was supposed to app l y  to any l arge s c a l e  i n vas i on of the European cont i nen t ,  but i t  was 
f i n al ly dec i ded that t h i s  l and i ng  was an exten s i on of the I t al i an c ampa ign  and the money was 
not pa id  off . 

J anuary 23-24-25 
11 F ly i ng  J amboree , 1 1  a G .  I .  var i ety show, p l ayed three n i ghts to  capac i ty crowds i n  the  

group theater . A year ago the  s ame u n i t  put  on  i ts fi rst show before the 99th at  Oran . Co l .  
U p thegro ve , our or i g i n a l  CO ,  arr i ved here after a rest of severa l  months i n  the S tates ,  and 
there was a b i g  c e l ebrat i on at the Off i cers • c l ub .  

January 27 
D ur i n g t h e  mo v i e  ton i g h t , a b i g  ex p l o s i o n  was hear d ,  and l ater the show was stopped 

wh i l e med i c a l  men were summoned from the aud i ence .  It  deve l oped t h at a We l l i n g t o n  c au g h t  
f i re a n d  c r a s h e d  n e ar t h e  4 1 6 t h  s q u adron  are a ,  a n d  some o f  our  m e n  w e r e  hurt when the 
p l ane ' s  bombs expl oded . 

J anuary 28 

A b i g  c rowd a s s em b l ed n e ar t h e  347th squadron area today to see Joe E Brown perfor� . 
Joe i s  a great trouper who h as been al l over the wor l d ' s b at t l ef ro n t s  and  he  got  a gre at 
recep t i on from the crowd. He s a i d  he was here to make us l augh-- and he succeeded. 

J anuary 31  
A b i g  gap  was  f i  I l ed when an  a ir  r a i d  s i ren was  i n sta l l ed and ton i ght it  wai l ed the red 

a l ert about 2 1 : 30 .  Somehow the s i ren sounded more s c ary t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s h o u t s  of t h e  

.I 
I 

' 

' 
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g u ard. A nd  i t  w a s  a n  a u t h e n t i c  a l e r t , a l though not d i rected at u s .  L at er we heard that 
Beauf i ghters shot down a JU 88 near Manfredoni a. 

HEADQUARTERS 
N I NETY-NI NTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY A I R  FORCES 

Off i ce of the I nte l l i gence Off i cer 

SUPPLEMENTAL BATTLE REPORT 

MI SSION NO. 129 
HALON BAS I N ,  P I RAEUS HARBOR 

GREECE 

11 J anuary 1944 
/ 

At 09 : 40 h o u r s  2 1  B - 1 7 1 s of  t h e  99th Bomb Group ( H )  took off to bomb P i r aeus  Harbor , 
( H a l on B as i n )  Athe n s ,  Greece . Seven returned ear ly and 14 A/C got over  the target at 1 2 : 5 5 
h o ur s .  Th i r teen  r e t ur ned  t o  b ase at 16 : 40 hours and one a i rcraft i s  m i s s i ng . I t  was re­
ported to have co l l i ded w i th a P - 38 and went down. 

I n  t h e  t arge t  are a ,  i n t e n s e ,  h e a vy ,  a c c ura te  b a r r ag e  and  t r ac k i n g  type f l ak w a s  
e ncountered from enemy vesse l s  and these po i nts : 

3 7 ° 5 1 1 N ,  23 ° 36 1 E 
37 ° 56 1 N ,  23 °42 1 E 

S-U 13 to 16 on Map P/12 
Concentrat i on around RR stat i on and around harbor . 

A s  e s t i mated 1 5  M E - 109 1 s and  1 0  to 15 FW- 190 ' s  att acked the format i on at 1 3 : 15 hours 
for approx i mate ly 20 m i nutes. Some were aggress i ve and c ame i n  as c l ose as 100 yards , whi l e  
others d i d  not appear i nc l i ned t o  come i n .  The E/A were gree n i sh gray co l ored w i th some sky 
b l ue .  Some h ad wh i te str ipes pai nted beh i nd the p i l ot ' s  s e at .  There  were s i x  e n co u n t er s  
r e por ted  w i t h some e l ement s  repor t i ng on l y  one encounter and others three . Two ME- 109§ 1 s 
were c l a imed destroyed and one probab l y  destroyed . Two 99th A/C  were d amaged  by f i g h ter s  
and s i x  suffered mi nor f l ak d amage. One  bombard i er was wounded i n  h ands when f l ak punctured 
the nose above h i s  head wh i l e he was on a bomb run . E / A  c ame i n  i n  p a i r s  a b re a s t  from 
h i gh 12  o ' c l ock  at 12 : 36 hours at 37 degrees 44 1 north , 22 degrees 1 3 '  east at 20 , 000 feet  
o n  one  A / C . Others  reported  at t ac k s  from 5 to  7 o ' c l o c k  l e ve l  and  l ow wi th some h i gh 
fronta l  attack s from 1 1  to  1 o ' c l ock. A few of t h e  E /A p r e s s ed a t t a c k s  a g g r e s s i ve l y .  A 
comparat i ve l y  few att acks c ame from three and n i ne o ' c l oc k .  

E scort P-38 1 s engaged the enemy and one ME-109 was ob served shot down over t arget. 
A t  1 2 : 3 7 hou r s ,  a B - 1 7  of a nother  g roup  was  o b s e r ved  attempt i n g to f i g h t  off two 

ME-109 1 s at 37 degrees 52 1 N ,  21 degrees 36 1 E .  B - 1 7  was reported to have been b l own up  w i t h 
t ai I f l y i ng off i n  one d i rect i on and the l eft w i ng i n  another. No report s  of chutes. 

At  1 2 : 3 5 hours at approx i mate l y  the s ame pos i t i on a 99th Bomb Group Fortress went down 
burn i ng  after co l l i s i on w i th an escort P - 38 .  Three chutes observed and one of those report­
ed burn i ng .  L ast  seen headed down smok i n g .  St i l l  m i s s i ng at t i me th i s report comp i l ed. 

1 s t  I n d .  
H q .  5 t h  W i ng ( US ) ,  A-2 Off i c e ,  APO 520 , 1 2  January 1944. TO : C G ,  15th A i r  Force ,  APO 520 .  
ATTN : A-2 

1 .  Forwarded your i nformat i on. 
ARTHUR M. CLARK 
Major , A i r  Corps ,  
A-2 
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UN IT  H I STORY OF THE 99TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  HEADQUARTERS 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY ,  1944 

A .  ADM IN I STRAT ION 
Stat i on :  Tortorella, I t aly 
Strength on February 1 was 26 off i cers and 48 en l i sted men , and on Febru ary 29 , 29 and 

48 en l i sted men . 
Headqu arters ga ined three offi cers dur i ng the month ,  c h i ef of wh i ch was L t .  Col. Ford 

J .  L auer , who on the 15th became the new group commander ( SO #53 ,  P ar .  1 ,  H q .  5th W ing ) . He 
s u c ceeded Co l .  Char l e s  W .  L awrence ,  who last month became commander of 5th W ing .  On the 
27th headquarters rece i ved two off i cers newly  from the States . These were C ap t .  Ger ald E .  
Van Bergen ,  a s u pp l y  off i cer who was p l aced i n  Group S-4 , and 1st L t .  Kenneth M .  Mull i s ,  
spec i a l  servi ce off i cer . 

On February 5 ,  Capt .  George J .  Doy l e ,  h av ing f ini shed 50 m i s s i ons as Group bombard i er ,  
was transferred to dut i es at the 304th L i berator W i n g  at C ar i gno l a . H e  was rep l aced on 
February 7 by 1st L t .  Robert L .  McCa in ,  of the 347th squardron . 

On February 8 ,  a combat camera un i t  cons i st i ng of two offi cers and three en l i sted men 
arri ved to f i l m  documentary records of combat and were att ached to headquarters for r at i ons 
and quarters . The un i t  i s  headed by C apt . John F. Wha l en .  
B .  BATTLES 

B ad weather  s l owed down oper a t i ons from a record month of 24 m i s s i ons i n  J anu ary to 
on l y  10 in Febru ary -- Group m i s s i ons #147 to #156. And yet i t  was an e ven tfu l month for 
the 99th .  The d i ff i cu l t i es o f  al l i ed troops i n  the Anz i o  beachhead turned u s  t o  tact i c a l  
work w i t h  three mi s s i ons i n  support of beleaguered ground troop s . One o f  t h o s e  w a s  the  
h i s tor i c  bomb ing of  the  famed Bened i ct ine monastery atop Monte Cass ino on Febru ary 15 . In 
add i t i on ,  we h i t  Modena, I t aly, marsha l ling yards on February 14 as  part of a l arge  s c ale 
b l ow to knock out _ commun icat i ons l i nes of the enemy in northern I t aly . Beg i nning February 
2 2 ,  w� opened _up w i th o�r end of a doub l e -barre l l ed as s au l t  on Germany in cooper a t i on w i th  
the E i g hth A i r  Force i n  Eng l and . In  order  to  reach  the  p r i me German targets ,  we were 
forced to use on l y  our l i m i ted number of B - 17G's whi le our F's went e ls ewh ere . Thus  the 
f� rst sue� m i s s i ons �n the 22nd sent the G's to Regensburg ,  Germany, and the F ' s  to Zagreb 
ai rdrome in Yugos l avi a .  The latter m i s s i on was successful but the former was washed out by 
bad  w�at �er . We tr i ed aga in  on Febru ary 25 , w ith the F ' s dropping on Po l a  Harbor , and the 
G's f i ght ing through the heav iest f i ghter oppos i t i on in our h i story to p l aster the Mes ser­
s h m i t t  f ac tory at Regensburg . We l ost four planes on the German rai d but the t arget was 
knocked out . 

' · 

C .  CASUAL TI ES  
None . 

WAR DIARY OF THE 99TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  HEADQUARTERS 
MONTH OF FEBRUAR Y ,  1944 

February 1 
Non-oper at i on a l and w arm spr i ng weather ,  and many men t ake the opportunity to go to 

town .  In the evening a b i g  crowd packed the mov i e  house to see 11The B att l e  of R u s s i a , 11 a 
f i ne doc ument ary f i lm i n  the War  Dep artment's ser i e s  ent i tled "Why We F i g h t . 11 Most men 
agreed th at Russ i a · has gone through a l ot i n  thi s war . We c ame out of the theater  to  f i nd 
a thi c k  fog that S an Franc i sco cou l d  be proud of .  

February 2 
The fog was gone t h i s  morning and Col. L awrence c ame aft from Wing to see the boys get 

off on the day's m i s s i on .  But a l though the weather was f i ne her e ,  i t  m u s t  h ave been b ad 
elsewhere , becau se  the s h i p s  c ame back wi thout comp l et i ng the m i s s i on .  So there was an­
other holi day in group .  
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February 3 
Lots of passes to town aga in ,  w i t h  a sunshiny d ay and non-op bes ides . B i ggest attrac­

t i on i n  Fogg i a r i ght now i s  the newly- arr i ved WAC cont ingent . Steak for supper toni ght and 
afterwards the mov i e ,  Jerry Colonna i n  "Ice C ap ades . 11 

Febru ary 4 
A rout ine day. 

February 5 
We found i t  was  s t i ll w inter i n  I t aly today when the w ind how l ed out of the west and 

sent the mercury way down . I ntermi ttent ra ins sometimes turned to s l eet ,  and the mount ains 
borde r i ng t h e  northe a s t  s i de of t h e  f i eld t u rned whi te on top . Most men spent the day 
c l ose to stoves ,  but a l arge  crowd ventured out  to see  t he mo v i e ,  Fr anc i s  L angford i n  
"Cowboy i n  Manhattan . "  

February 6 
The w i nd abated somewhat today but i t  was s t i ll plenty co l d .  A s h i vering v i s i tor was 

C apt . George Doy l e ,  former group bombard i er now work ing w i th Col. Upthegro ve ' s  304th  W i n g  
a t  C a r i gnol a .  He  brought  s e veral  A-2  off i cer s  to  i nspect our S-2 setup .  We had fr i ed 
chi cken for supper . 

February 7 
A rout i ne d ay .  

February 8 
We were brought  s t a r k  u p r i g ht i n  bed  at  2 : 30 th i s  morning by a powerfu l explos i on .  

F irst  thoughts were of an a ir  r a i d ,  but a s ingle br i ght f ire  down on the a i r f i eld to l d  of 
another loc a l  d i s as t er .  In the morni ng we found out it was another Wellington, thi s t ime 
one whi ch  developed troub l e  after takeoff and attempted a be l l y land i n g  w i th a bomb load 
abo ard .  At  the s a l v age  dump , the remains of the Wimpy were shove l ed off a truck i n  VERY 
sma l l p i eces . Show toni ght was "You're a Sweetheart ,"  w i th Ali ce Faye . 

Febru ary 9 
A rout i ne day. 

February 10 
A good crowd s aw the show toni ght , Bob Burns in "A l i as the Deacon . 11 

February 11 
Co l .  U p t h e g ro ve ,  our former CO and new commander of the 304th  W ing at Cari gnola, 

vi s i ted and talked w i th top group offi cers . 
February 12  

A good crowd s aw the mov i e  toni ght , Pat  O ' Br i en in "The N avy Comes Through ."  
February 1 3  

Very few complaints heard these d ays about chow. We ' ve been hav i ng fresh butter three 
t i mes a d ay and fresh meat at l east once a d ay .  

February 14 
Headquarters en l i s ted men met in the ir  mess ha l  1 and comp l eted p l ans for a dance to be 

held i n  the Fogg i a Red Cross Fr i d ay ,  Fe b .  18 . A l so at the mee t i ng an act i on comm i ttee 
h eaded by S/Sgt . James Sheff i eld of S-3 and S/Sgt . John Rabaut of S-1 was appoi nted to get 
the en l i sted men's c l ubrooms i n  shape for an early spring . 

February 15 
Toni ght's movi e  was Tyrone Power i n  11Sea Fury . 11 
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February 16 

I t a l i an workmen today began to erect a br i ck -and-mortar add i t i on to the headqu arters 
k i tchen � When i t  i s  comp l eted , headquarters wi 1 1  h ave one of the best mess estab l i s hments  
on  the  bas e .  

February 1 7  

B i g  c rowds swarmed to t h e  t h e ater  ton i g ht  to s ee  a new mov i e  i n  Tec h n i co l or ,  "The 
Gang ' s  A l l Here , "  w i th  A l i ce  F aye , C armen M i r anda,  and Benny Goodman ' s  Orchestr a .  

Febru ary 18 
V i no f l owed fr. e e l y  as h e a d q u ar ter s  e n l i sted men he l d  the i r  d ance i n  the Fogg i a  Red 

Cro s s .  Mu s i c  was by the 99th Orchestra .  
February 19 

The e n l i s t ed men ' s  c l ub i s  open . I t  h as two rooms ,  one w i th a b ar and the other w i t h  
t a� l es and cha irs  for _ read i n_g or wr i t i ng ,  and l ooks sharp  i n  br i ght b l ue ,  ye l l ow ,  and  g r ay 
p a i n t .  Another  mo v i e  ton i g h t ,  Ado l ph Menjou i n  " H i  D i d d l e  D i d d l e . "  To accommodate the 
crowds ,  mat i nee was run i n  m i d - afternoon.  

' 

Febru ary 20 
A d u l l ,  c l o u dy S u n d ay re l i e ved  on l y  by a stage show at the headquarters theater . A 

t a l ented co l or revue of the 907th A i r  B ase  Secur i ty Squadron p l ayed to moderate  crowds  i n  
the afternoon and even i n g .  

Febr u ary 2 1  
E n l i s ted  men  h e l d  another meet i ng and l ai d  f i n a l  p l ans for t he  c l ub .  I t  was dec i ded 

to h i re a b arma id  and se l l dr i nks  on ly  o ver the bar . Other detai l s  were l eft to  the  c l u b 
commi ttee . M/Sg t .  L arry F r i dme l d  of S-1 and Cpl . Bruno of the mess s taff were named on a 
conm i ttee to buy l i quor . 

February 22 

A throng turned out for a new mov i e ,  M i c key Rooney and Judy G ar l and i n  "Gi r l  Crazy. " A 
h a l f  hour before each showi ng ,  the 99th Orchestra, d i rected by S/Sg t .  I rw i n  Porges  of t h e  
34 7t h  s q u adron  p l ayed t h e  l atest  h i t  tunes from the States . Both the band and t h e  mov i e  
went o ver b i g .  

Febru ary 23 
A rout i ne day .  

February 24 

'.here  was  near  d i s aster  i n  Group  S-1 d ur i ng  the sma l l hours of the morn i ng when the 
g aso l i ne stove c l ogged up and p o u red  smoke i n to  t h e  off i c e .  The C Q ,  T / S g t . F rank  C .  
F r aser  of S-1  near l y  suffocated i n  h i s  s l eep ,  c ame burst i ng out of the off i ce l oo k i ng l i ke 
a� end man i n  a mi nstrel  show. The enti re off i ce and everyt h i ng i n  i t  w as co vered w i t h 
o i l y  soo t ,  a nd  t h e  S - 1  s t aff spent the d ay c l ean i ng up .  A b i g  crowd ton i ght  for the new 
and whacky mov i e ,  O l sen and Johnson i n  "Crazy House . "  

February 25 
A r a i ny ,  b l u�tery d ay but not very co l d .  The 99th f i na l l y  s aw the mov i e  "Arsen i c  and 

O l d  Lace , "  ton i gh t .  I t  h ad been washed out i n  the f i rst reel twi ce before i n  North Afr i ca .  
P at Conge r ,  U n i ted  �ress correspondent now w ith  the  15th  A i r  Force , v i s i ted and pi cked up 
some dope from return i ng crewmen on the rough Regensburg r ai d .  

Febru ary 26 

A d u l l r a i ny d ay .  I n  t h e  even i n g t h e  men sweated  from 6 : 30 unt i l  8 : 00 before the 
mov i e  f i l m  arr i ved from wherever i t  h ad p l ayed before . As  a r e s u l t ,  t here  was on l y  one 
s h ow i ng of  " H i t  P ar ad e  of  1 943 , "  w ith  Susan Hayward and  John  C arre l l .  A l so ton i gh t ,  the 
headquarter ' s  off i cers he l d  a d ance i n  thei r c l ub .  
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February 2 7  
S u n d ay ,  and  c h urch  ser v i ces  went off okay des p i te the fact that C hap l a i n  Wh i t l ock ' s  

new headquarters out i n  the squ adrons burned to the ground . Another g aso l i ne f i re m i sh ap .  
Febr u ary 28 

A rou t i ne day .  
February 29  

Movi e  ton i ght was an i mposs i b l e  wart ime a i r p i cture c a l l ed " I nternat i on a l  Squadron . "  

SPECIAL ACCOUNTS OF THE 99TH GROUP ( H )  HEADQUARTERS 
MONTH OF FEBRUAR Y ,  1944 

When  enemy ant i - a i r c r aft  f i re s e n d s  a new B - 1 7 G  to  the junk p i l e  after i t s maiden 
m i s s i on - - brother that ' s  f l ak .  

T h e se  were t h e  sent i me n t s  o f  a f o r t r e s s  c r ew  w h o  went t h r o u g h  s o  muc h  f l ak over 
C i sterna, I t a ly ,  February 10, that t h ey now s ay " e very s pec k  of d i r t on a p l ane  w i ndow 
l ooks  l i ke the s tuff to u s . "  

The new fortress was a s i eve.  I t s  contro l cab les were severed , i t s  g as t anks  punctur­
ed,  i ts oxygen system gone . Practi c a l l y  everyth i ng in the p l ane -- spare c l oth i n g ,  equ i p ­
ment , ammun i t i on - - was r i dd l ed . 

B u t  the  fortre s s  got  home to an I t a l i an base,  where groundmen stopped count i ng ho l es 
at 500 and waved i t  to the boneyard .  The crew got home s af e l y  ma i n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p i l o t ,  
2 n d  L t .  Thomas G .  J u dge of the 347th squadron , used good judgment and wh atever spare t i re 
was h andy. He used arming  w i res l eft i n  the bomb b ay f rom t he  bomb s ,  and  t h e  exten s i on 
cords of the crew ' s e l ectr i ca l l y  heated f lyi ng s u i ts to sp l i ce the contro l c ab l e s .  

S a i d  Judge, who i s  22 and l i ves at 6 2  Forest St . , Boston ,  Mass . :  " I  h ad a he l l  o f  a 
t i me t r a c i ng the cab l es so I wou l dn ' t  h i tch  the rudder to an a i l eron .  And the f i rst  c ab l e  
I touched came off i n  my h ands . "  

T he  s h i p  s n apped  i n to  fai r l y  l eve l  f l i ght  by automat i c  p i l ot after the f l ak h i t ,  but 
i t  was the emergency repa i r s  to the cab l es that enab l ed Judge  to  f l y  the bomber i n  for a 
l and i ng at 140 M . P . H .  

" We  were f l y i n g a l l over the sky for a whi l e , "  Judge s ai d .  "The s h i p  near l y  r an i nto 
i ts own format i on and then near l y  ran i nto a bunch of B-24 ' s  head i ng somewhere e l se . "  

The  crew a l so sweated  out f i re from g aso l i ne stream i ng out of two punctured t anks  i n  
the w i ngs .  Hundreds of ga l l ons poured out d u r i ng the t r i p  home . The f l ak ,  i n  a s er i e s of 
four bursts ,  h i t  just after the Fortress dropped i t s bombs and was turn i ng off the t arget . 

" I  heard a terr i f i c  woomf and the s h i p  boun ce d  u p  and r e ac hed  for  t h e  s ky w i th  i t s 
n o s e , "  J u d g e  con t i n u e d .  " W h e n  I h i t  the s t i ck and noth i ng h appened,  I knew the contro l s  
were gone . "  

" A  b i g  p i ece of f l ak tore through the ba l l turret and passed between the arm and body 
of the gunner wi thout touch i ng h im . " 

" N o .  2 a nd  3 g as t an k s  were h i t  and  l e ak i n g l i k e  h e l l .  The s h i p  was wobb l i ng and 
s l i d i ng ,  and head i ng out i n  front  of the  format i on as i t  c ame out  of i t s  t u r n  off the  
t ar g e t .  I h i t  the  rudder bar and  i t  went a l l the  way down to the  s top and noth i ng h appen­
ed . So we started f i rework s ,  shoot i ng off a l l the f l ares we cou l d  f i n d  and  t h e  format i on 
p u l l ed up over us . "  

J u d g e  ordered  h i s  men to t h e  wa i s t  t o  prepare to bai l out .  I n  the wai s t  a r i d d l ed 
spare box of 50-ca l i ber gun ammun i t i on was exp l od i n g .  Judge added : "We headed s o u t h  and  
from then  on e veryth i ng was  teamwo r k . T he  bomb ard i er and nav i g ator took a l oo k  at  the 
wa ist  gunners, who reported they h ad h ad thei r rear ends stung by f l ak .  The en g i neer and  
the  cop i l ot f l ew the  s h i p  w ith  the i r  knees braced ag ai nst the  s t i ck because the  s h i p  wanted 
to c l imb.  I went back i nto the wa i st  to try to f i x  the cab l es .  A l l t h e  boys he l ped . We 
got  t h e  c a b l e s  s t r a i g htened  out and  s p l i ced , but there wasn ' t  much tens i on on them .  We 
were st i l l  head i ng south over water and try i ng to turn i n l and . "  

" A  b u n c h  of  B-24 ' s  came al ong i n  format i o n ,  r i ght at u s .  I guess they expected u s  to 
get out of the way, but we cou l dn ' t ,  and somehow we mi ssed them. We f i n a l l y  got t h e  sh i p  
turned i n l and and headed home. The boys e l ected to l and w i th  her i nstead of ba i l i n g  out . "  



- 22 -

Other  member s  of  the  crew wer e :  2 nd  Lt. H aro l d  K l e i n ,  cop i l o t ;  2nd L t .  H aro l d  C .  
Schal l er ,  nav i gator ; 2nd Lt. Chester W. M i tche l l ,  bombardi er ; T/Sgt. P au l  V .  Mes s i na ,  rad i o  
operator ; T/Sgt.  J ames  C.  Bor l and , e n q i nee r ;  S / Sgt.  LeRoy M. Heuf ,  tai l gunner ; S/Sgt. 
Char l es A. Moore , wai st gunner ; S/Sgt. Frank  J .  Ksci ns k i ,  wai st gunner ; and S/Sgt. George 
Thurston , ba l l turret gunner. 

SPEC IAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MISSION : 14 February, 1 944 - MODENA M/Y 

I.  ENEMY RESI STANCE 
A. F ighters 

The  99th  went o ver the  t arget i n  9 s h i p  V ' s ;  j ave l i n  down i n  trai l .  The enemy 
p l anes were over the target when the g roup  a rr i ved. Some were mott l ed w i th c amouf l age 
co l ors  and had ye l l ow bottoms wh i l e others h ad ye l l ow noses . One red sp i nner was obser ved. 

On ly  a few of the e/a  f i red al though they approached w ith i n 800 yards ,  i t  i s  be l i eved 
t h at th e i r  g u n s  were frozen. Some attac ked i n  l i nes of three from the rear , l evel and 
h i gh. There were a few not too aggress i ve attacks by twos and threes from the n o s e ,  h i g h 
and swoop i ng under the format i o n .  The e/a were engaged v i gorou s l y  by the P-47 escort ,  who 
s hot down some 6 or 7 of them. 

B. FLAK 
There  was no f l ak o ver Mode n a  b u t  mode r ate , i n accurate and heavy f l ak was en­

countered over Verona. Th i s  was of the track i ng type. 

SPECIAL NARRATI VE REPORT : 
M ISS ION : 1 7  February, 1 944 - BEACHHEAD INSTALLATI ON NORTH OF ANZ I O  

I .  EN EMY RES I STANCE 
A .  F ighters 
Three to f i ve u n i de nt i f i ed enemy f i ghters were reported by the 99th Bomb Group near 

Lake A l b ano. These f i ghters d i d  not attack  and s t ayed out  so f ar i t  w as i mpo s s i b l e  to  
i dent i fy. E nt i re l y  pos s i b l e  that they were fr i end ly. One ale reported f i ve ME  109 ' s  at­
tac k i ng ,  but i ns amuch as on ly  one ale reported th i s  out  of 3 9 ,  the report  s h o u l d  not be 
g i ven much credence ,  a l though one of the crew members was f i n i sh i ng f i fty m i s s i on s .  

B. F l ak 
J u st �the format i on crossed the bomb l i ne ,  it was subjected to very i ntense ,  heavy 

and accurate f l ak .  The bu l k  of the f l ak came from a ri dge south  and e a s t  of L ake A l b ano 
and on the e a s t  s i de of the l ake. 32 out of 39 a/c were h i t  with vary i ng degrees of dam­
age . • One a/c was h i t  before reac h i n g  the target and rad i oed i t  was crash l andi n g .  Efforts 
to cont act h i m  were fut i l e. Two chutes were reported from the stri cken craft .  I t  i s  not 
known defi n i te l y  whether he l anded i n  f r i end l y  or enemy ter r i t ory ,  a l t h o u g h  s u b s equent  
mes s ages  v i a M a l t a  s tated that an A/C had l anded i n  fr iend ly  terri tory. The  f l ak was bar­
rage and track i ng  type. No evas i ve act i on was reported because the a/c were on the i r  bomb 
r u n s . The  f l ak cont i nued after l e avi ng target and as far west and south as L i ttor i e. On a 
previ ous m i s s i on over th i s  area, moderate accurate f l ak was encountered , b ut  crew members 
report t h at many new batteri es ev idently have been moved i n. The prev ious  tr i p  was on 12 
February, 1944 . 

99th B . G . hymn 

I must g cl t up a:g9;in at dawn to raitl t he Jerry and Wop 
And all I ask is a Flyilil.g F'ort and a Load of frags to drop 

And all I ask is a target fat alll.d the flak around me biceaking 
And a cop ilot bold to t 8ke · the stick while ·1y goddAm knees are sh�king 
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HEADQUARTERS F I FTEENTH A I R  FORCE 
APO 520 , U . S .  Army 

1 7  June 1 944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1 st Lt . Herbert O .  Perry ,  0-729655 , 99th Bomb Grou p ,  348th Sq . 
1 .  Personal h i story .  

Duty - Navi gator 
Age - 29 
M i s s i ons - 32 
Returned to duty - 9 June 1 944 . 

2 .  On  5 J u l y  1 9 4 3 , o u r  p l a n e  was  att a c k i ng Gerb i ni A/D ' s .  I ntense accurate heavy 
fl ak from IP to target b l ew l a rge hol es i n  both wi ngs and knocked out  #4 eng i n e ,  c a u s i n g  
u s  t o  fa l l beh i nd t h e  forma t i on a l o n g  w i t h  b oth  w i ng p l a ne s . A l l t h i s  t i me we were 
agress i vely attacked by 4 fl i ghts of 12 ME 109 ' s  e a ch . We d ropped bombs  on  t h e  t a rget 
and , wh i l e  t u rn i ng  off , l o s t  both w i n g  p l anes . We t urned towards Mal ta but by now E/A 
fi re had destroyed a l l contro l s ,  set the p l ane afi re and k i l l ed the Co-pi l ot ( L t . Ema l t ) ; 
t a i l g u nne r ,  S9t . R .  W .  Mi l l s ;  and bal l t urret gunne r ,  Sgt . Espos i t o .  Sgt s .  Fl emi_n g  and 
Huckabee were wounded . Sgt . Mi l l s  l eft the ta i l pos i t i on when i t  was shot up and  h i s own 
i nt e s t i n e s  were p r a ct i ca l l y  h a ng i n g o u t . Wh i l e  i n  th i s  cond i t i on he h e l ped feed 
ammuni t i on to the wai st  gunner unt i l  fal l i ng over dead . The consensus of our crew i s  that 
we de st royed 7 ME 109 ' s .  At 1 2 ,000 ft . we bai l ed out . On the way down one E/A made a 
pass but d i d  not fi re .  After I l anded near Com i s e ,  Si c i l y  and had s at i s f i ed the  nat i ves  
that I was an  Ameri can they were very fri endly and subsequentl y  tri ed to  prevent Carbi nari 
from taki ng me . I requested  med i c a l  a i d  of t he  l at te r  - hav i n g  rece i ved  a few fl a k  
s p l i n ter s  i n  my l eft  s houl der . They i gnored me but provi ded prompt care for F l emi ng and 
Huckabee . 

3 .  a .  At t h e  i nt e rroga t i on by C a rb i n a r i  a l l  c l o t hes and  per sona l  effects were 
removed e x cept my s hort s . Later , part  of t he  c l o the s  were ret u rned . A pr i nted 
i nterrogat i on form was s u bmitted but I on ly  compl i ed with Name , Bank and Ser i a l  numbe r .  An 
unopened fountai n pen was offered me but somethi ng about the manner of p resentat i on made 
me refuse  to  use i t .  Thi s  caused the I ta l i an Col . ,  who was i nterrogat i n g ,  to  break i nt o  a 
t i rade accus i ng me of knowi ng the pen was a booby trap . He c l a i med that A l l i ed a i rmen had 
dropped l arge numbers of such pens - wi thout expl a i n i ng the damag i ng  natu re of the pen . 

b .  At F o gg i a  Mateo , a s hort di stance north of Rome , we were agai n i nterrogated -
th i s t i me by an I ta l i an who had l i ved i n  Engl and 14 years . He a s ked  t h e  u s u a l  q u e s t i on s  
and when I stuck to  the  standard answers he  abandoned further efforts . 

c .  At C h i s t i , t h e  i nt e rrogat ors t r i ed to  work on our sympathy -sayi ng that Rome 
was press i ng h i m  for resu l ts  and that he wou l d l ose h i s  job  i f  we refused cooperat i on .  He 
p roduced  a photo  of  a 8-24  w i t h  a l  1 i t  I s c rew - sayi ng that t h i s  p l ane had mi stakenly 
fol l owed a beam i nto  Si c i l y  and l anded i ntact  i nc l u d i n g  bombs i gh t . F i na l l y ,  after  my 
con t i nued  po l i t e  ref u s a l  of  i n fo rmat i on ,  he sa id  that he wi s hed Ita l i an a i rmen were as  
c l osed mouth when captured . I am n ot aware of  a ny m i c rophones  h a v i n g  been  u s ed a l t ho  
Fogg i o  Mateo was l ater reputed to  be a " hot spot" for thei r use . 

4 .  E s ca p e  Ai ds : the escape box was l eft i n  the p l ane and the purse fel l out when I 
parachuted . Bri efi ngs had been reasonab ly  adequate . 

5 .  Comment s :  Lt ' s  Dav i s  and Shank and Sgt . W ithrow are bel i eved POW i n  Germany . 
I nterrogator 
BERT W .  MORRI S ,  
Captai n ,  A .  C .  



4 Incls: 
1 - Appendix A 
2 - Ltr. 383.6 
3 - Identification paper 
4 - Identificati on paper 
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1st Lt. Herbert 0 .  Perry, 0-729655, 99th Bomb Group, 348th Sq. 
APPENDIX A 

The Italians moved me from Sicily on July 9th, along with Lt.'s Davis and Shank and 
Sgt . Withrow. We. went direct to Foggio Mateo ( just north of  Rome) . From there we were 
taken to Rome and quartered in a former Bishop ' s  home, about 1000 yds. south of the 
Vatican. The senior officer was an alledged former British Commando named Richardson, 
whose own background didn't ring true. I became acquainted there with a Mosquito p ilot, 
Lt. G. W. Barnes, shot down at the same time and place as ourselves. Of ficers and 
enlisted men were separated at th i s  point and on July 28th we were taken by tra in  to 
Chisti, where we stayed until the Armistice. At that time the senior British Officer -
Lt . Col. Marshall claimed to have definite orders that POW were to remain in camp, further 
stating he had an Italian Colonel ' s  word that we would not be delivered to the Germans. 
We therefore organized our own guard to keep the 1200 British and 240 American officers in 
camp. On September 15th German parachute troops appeared, set up M/G's and took off  
guard. On September 23rd they packed us in trucks and took us to Salmona. After reach ing 
there, Lt. Max Gooles said the Germans were defi nitely taking us to Germany. I asked for 
and received h is permission to make an escape effort ( he  having previously told us we 
would be court-martialled). With F/0 Glen Wilson of the RAF, I escaped on September 23rd. 
We found large numbers of escaped British soldiers in the hills. After living in the hills 
from September 23  to 28th, during which time Italian peasants brought us food and ci vilian 
clothes, we were caught by a German patrol and forced to join a working party along with 
3�0 Italians -our true identity not being discovered. This work consisted of digging 
d 1 tches and preparing the ground for fortifications. October 23rd we escaped and were 
given refuge by the family of Anna e, Via Salmona. At th is time I was 
presented with an Italian Identification card, also a forged certificate of release from 
labor details - given to those who were ill ( both certificates are attached to this 
report) . On 13 November I drew a plan of the mine fields, tank traps, etc. in this area 
and gave it to a girl (name unknown) to take to Rome - with instructions to give to a 
Priest - hop i ng it would reach Allied hands. One month later the Germans came with a 
party of laborors and removed all the mines. At this time a reward of  20,000 lire was 
placed on my head, forcing me to change residences frequently. On 2 2  December, a lone 
German caught me at th�  home. I pretended to go meekly but slugged and 
strangled him to death - later having Italians bury his remains. On 2 3rd of March 1 took 2 
Italians and tore up 2 secti ons of rails south of Salmona - later hearing that it caused 
derailment of a train of oil and gasoline. June 9th at 4 A.M., the Germans blew up the 
?ridge on the main highway north of Salmona. At 8 A.M. I went openly into Salmona and 
informed the Italian police I was taking command of the city in the name of the Allies 
giviny instructions that they were to round up all Fascists. My chief assi stant at thi; 
moment was Mario de Cesare ( known to the British as Mario Terni or Mario 3). He had 
previously done effective work in helpi ng evaders and escapees. The worst Italian 
offend e r was a man ca 1 1  e d II Tac -a -ma -tac k 11 , a n d h i s s i st e rs • I be l i eve the former , a 
dangerous Axis i nfo�mer, is now in jail at Salmona. On 12th June I met Major Tony Smith 
and returned to Allied territory. 

censored by george - Oct . 1984 

13 August 1984 
Dear George -

Hans-Heiri Stapfer sent me a letter with copier pictures and numerous questions about 
the 1 Oct. 43 raid against Augsberg which was a failure due to a solid overcast north of  
the  Alps. The pictures were of  Platt and Connaly at the funeral held at Bad Ragaz. There 
seem to be only 8 caskets at the funeral. I really don I t know what happened in 
Switzerland, we later got word that parts of two crews lost in fighter battle were interned 
there. I will relate what happened on the missi on as I saw it. Capt. Evans was my co­
pilot. I think we were 3rd or 4th in Wing and as we reached the Alps we passed a Group or 
two returning and we wondered why they were aborting. North of  the . Alps. al 1 of  Southern 
Germany appeared to be covered with a thick overcast. I decided to proceed further to see 
if there were any holes thru whi ch we could bomb. Not finding any we too decided to abort 
and turned to fly back when about 30 or so of yellow nose ME-102's appeared and proceeded 
to make frontal attacks in groups of 4 to 6 abreast. I thought I had an idea how to combat 
this and as they wheeled around to start their strafing or firing run I would dive down 
about 200 feet. They flew right thru our formati on and after they passed I would climb 
back up 200 ft., this was repeated over and over until th� fighters used up ammunition and 
withdrew. We continued and the navigator tried to get a position report but the over cast 
prevented until we reached the Alps again. We missed two planes and thought them cri ppled 
and would try to land or bail out over Swi tzerland. We heard that part of these two crews 
surv i ved and were interned in Switzerland. Not long after I finished 50 missions and was 
grounded by the Air Force and sent to the States on 30 days R&R. That over I picked up  a 
new B-17 in Washington and Engineer, Navigator and Pete Remington who had been flying sub 
patrol in the Cari bbean and who was wandering around the Pe'ntagon trying to get h is orders 
changed from New England to the war Zone. We had been together at Mitchell Field in the 
99th squadron and I took him to Col. Wetzel 1 in Personnel to get orders changed . Italy 
12th AF and signed him on as co-pilot. At Trinidad we picked up a B-24 crew stranded there 
and flew all back to Tortorella. I was at the 99th only one night when AF called and 
ordered me to take over the 304th Bomb Wing at Cerignola. Stapfer says the Swiss ack-ack 
shot down the 2 planes. I never saw any flak bursts unless the 2 planes wi th trouble got 
below the overcast and were picked off  or what. I didn ' t  jettison any bombs and most 
brought them back to Oudna but some planes could have, but nobody bombed Feldkirch inten­
tionally. Augsberg and Muni ch were not attacked that day. In the spring of 1944 I got a 
phone call from Caserta and it was from one of the survivors who was being repatriated from 
Switzerland and returning to the U.S. I think maybe it was Cantwell or one of his officers 
who wanted to thank me for saving his life. They were about to depart so I got no further 
news from them. Perhaps Platt, Connaly, or King could shed some light on what happened in 
Switzerland. They were i nterrogated at Caserta I think and some record of  that should be 
i n  the archives of the AF somewhere. I don't have many facts to answer h i s  questions and I 
wish you would look over his letters and stuff and advise me as to whether or not I should 
try to send him anything. We didn ' t  bomb Augsberg or Mun ich nor Feldkirch unless it was a 
bomb jettisoned thru the over cast. A Bombardier Lt. Fr,ank E. claimed 4 and Ben Warmer one 
fighters shot down for a group total o f  10 or 12. Without the records I am stymied and 
don't know what to do but a lot of speculating. Please advise. 

fron 
Ge orge F .  C oen 
2908 Ali s o  Dr. NE 
Albuquerque UK 8 7110 

Dear :=-Ians -He iri; 

Gen. Upthegrove 

9 Sep .  19.S4 

�eneral Upthegrove has kindly sent me a copy of your letter t o  him 
of  July 26th.  'de always enjoy your le tters, and this one i s  no except ion. 

2'.'."ou as ked about the bo :nbinc of Peldkirch in Austria .  I doubt that 
we can eve r find out what trans pired , but later we will make an attet1pt to 
do so .  ·rhat will take s o-..ie t L:ie, but we will begin se arching t·he reco..rcls 
now. 

Keanwhile, I think that I can explain t:-ie r::atter of targe t selection, 
although I was not on the Oct o ber 1st  CTis s ion. 
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You are 22 years old,  the sp,me age as my youngest son, so I will 
try to writ e for hirn, for t he 99th, and for all the 22 -year-olds of this 
world . I will try to writ e without exaggeration and wit hout humor. 

First , consider the 3-17 ,  a tr.arvelously co:uplex ass ortr1ent of wires, 
gadgets, motors ( 50 or so ) ,  tubes and engines. 

Second, consider t he crew, wit h an average age of perhaps 21 years . 
18 :nonths earlier most of these men were probably c ivilians. How each is 
in a job where deat h may come any second with only the briefest of not ice. 
Death in t he air cor.1es in a multitude of for:ns, but the weather is the r:1ost 
deadly killer. The crew must also wat ch for flak, f ighter attack, bo -:1bing 
fro� the air, fire, c ollision, anoxia, and :nany ot her dangers. 

Ifow rememb er that this average crew has flown 20 or 25 miss ions. 
By now they are screaming in t heir sleep, t hey may have to use two hands 
to get a forkfull of food to t heir :nouths, and they are probably weak from 
prolonged disent ery and are vomiting every ::iorning at 0400 fro,.1 cor:1bat fat­
igue. 

At this point I will describe from my own experience haw targets 
are somet imes select ed. The date was July 25, 1943 and the target was Foggia , 
Aerodrome. 'rhe planned bor.ibing altitude was Drobably around 2L�, 000 feet 
( 8 , ooo : meters ) .  The weather over the target was terrible with massive cum­
ulus clouds all around. The clouds forced our aircraft down t o  about 4000 
feet ( 1000 met ers ) ,  and when I was able to look around I found t hat our plane 
was leading a 6-plane formation and that the rest of t he Group was 40 �iles 
away. 'Ne could not see t hem, but we co'.J.ld see t he line of  explosions as 
they j et tisoned t heir bombs under fighter attack. At this low alt itude we 
were extremely vulnerable t o  l ight flak or to attack from fighters, so we 
needed t o  get rid of the bo�bs. First we set course for the nearest bit 
of sea, which happened to be the 3ay of Salerno . Next, we looked for a 
t arget. Directly on course was the small ha:"1.le·t of Andretta. 'rhe bo ·1bardier 
coordinated a b o nb run on a t1ighway bridge there and the six ·:) lanes were 
able to  achieve a good patt ern. We then continued our flight to our home 
base, where the non-flying Intelligence Officer tried repeatedly t o  get me 
to  say t hat we had bombed the marshalling yards at Iv:ont ello. I refused to  
agree, and anyway our �hotos proved otherwise, but the Intelligence Officer 
nevertheless stubbornly reported Montello bo:nbed, and so it reads in t he ':Jar 
Diary. The 3ase Personnel had a distressing t endency toward this sort of 
t hing. 

So Feldkirch was probably select ed in this way on the spur of the 
moment by some harassed crew member with seconds to make the decision, wit h 
clouds all around, German fighters on the prowl, and t he Alp s  to  be crossed 
to relat ive safety. And if this crew did everyt hing just right t hey would 
b e  one day closer to at taining t he age to wnich  you have already survived. 

As our G eneral Sherman said, 1 1 \'Jar is brutality, you cannot refine 
it . 1 1  This is j ust as true toda�r as it was in 186!�. ·:1ar is no damn good l 

RE U N I O N S 

�ith b est wishes 
george 

JUL::, 1985, SEA I' �' IZ ·.1AS:1DL}'f01'J . 50th 3irthda.y of  the :J-17 . I'he 15th Air 
l"orce Associat ion vlill be tlwre. Joe Chance is coorci inating for 
the 99th. Full det ails will follow . 

.�not�er �_i rthc� a�,'..r ... Party fbr t he B-17 October l '{-20 ' 1925' .nc1: I  ,._'A L:1'1.� .. ;SAS. cL -- .,.) - . 

with the 8th Air Poree ;r is torical Soc iety in at tendance and with 
a 3-17 . fl'.r- in, an ni r>-s ·_·10\'1. ·-,, · · - .:.rns is  the 1 1th Annual 3thAF :1eunion. 
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N ew s ,  D u e s ,  & V i ew s . 

0 · 1 Pres ident Bernie Barr, will be one of two artists to  
ur genia , _ . .,. A t L ague here in 

b e  featured for the month of  lfovember at the New !,·i eX.LCO . r e .... 

Albuquerque Bernie' s watercolors are delightfully deli cate; in fact when 

I first sa� one of his works I thought that it was a Japa::iese landscape. 

':ie hope to  persuade Bernie to bring a sa;nple to Seat tle•  

A )/ORD AJOUT PI C I'J83S 

gfc 

VC I'S 8  J.J, 
pnrt_Le s ,  

·.1eare very srateful for pi ctures o f  ll i s toricel  s :t.gnificance . Go�1-
;·;e c .-, :;1 ' 121-ce very l ittle us e of  s .nalJ. snc::'.)shots of  :;roups at  c' 2nces, 
8.nci. fl o or�. 

. .  -;lD. : :ce 2t ' i1o ·ue ll' s Last stanc f 1 -sj_ ll s :'10-.·1 ·:i-:1.8 -:;  we · ,e 2.� . i' i ct ·.J.110 s  
'.101:1- .� o�� -. JJ :,:1-:; c; 'i.re o s �)(; c 1 e.11 :: r ·\·\·e3 l co r: . .'c rl s 0 �:10 :. l(  l i "' :G :o:')o .... ? �C-sho·,;·L1c 

tures of 
t ifie d. 

l)l e.ne 11ose a.rt anCL -�J l ctu.x-ae fi .t:1 ;·f1. i c1_·1 iJ1c.: i ·vicl1.1 0.l �) l [; r1cs cc. :: ·8 n  ic).er�­
�est  of all are ide�tifie d groups in front o f  a plone. 

If you. wish your p�1ot os returne d, please :1.ote s o  on the uac ' :  : ) f  the 
) 1 10to in s oft pe::1cil, r;lont� witrl your nnme . 

Author Lawrence Cortesi did a mrvelous ,job with the photos whictl 
we sent him; �is copies in the book were as clear as the originals . 

geo . 

A 'dOHD ABOUT OU2 LIS :::'S 

·.'fe have now reached the end of t he Group ·.-iar Diary ::nicro fil-:-;1s, and 
wit:1 that we bave no :.16re nanes for the Prosp ect List and 'f'he Search.  F'ro:-n 
he re on we ,iust depend on your old address lis ts .  Send us the ho ·r1� towns . of record and we will fire p ost cards at them. meanwhile we are s t ill locat ing 
s t ra[;glers through the 60 post cards per �onth which we h�ve beer:i able t� 
prepare. :rote  also that we do not have co�1plet e phone directories, . s o  1� 
your bud d i es live in snall towns we r:iay be una.ble to  pursue t hem . ·[ou �1eht 
wish to try a �hone c all or two on your own. 5fc 

t he 

OVER THE HlLL 
This office has had no suc c ess in obtaining the lyrics to 

Hill" . 
So far we have : 

1 1 ·vvhen you ' re asked for an encore and say you are il.l, 
You ' re over the hill, buddy, over the hill 

You' re 

. . . . . . . . . . 

1 1 When the mind has wishes t he body can' t fill, 
over t he hill, buddy, over t he hill 
dum du d um dumpty dum • • • • •  

1 1 Wit h a glass full of wat er and a little pink pill, 
If 

. . .  

1 1 0ver 

'l'he last two came from Ann Landers' column, but we have not been 
able to get through to Ann. Does anybody rememb er anot her verse? 

ErrL"1la has moved and a copyright search has gott en us nowhere. Perhaps 
t his tune did not compare t o  Brahms, but it should have last ed these few 
years. And �ore t han any ot her t his was the tune to which t he 99th flew 
away to war. 

Incidently, I l earned at t he 15AFA reunion that Lili Marlene is not 
t he national anthem. 



99th Bomb group H. S .  
2908 A l i so Dr., 
A l buquerque , N .  Mex . 
Dear George :  

28  
March 1 9 ,  1 984 

F i r s t  of a l l I want to t h an k  you for get t i ng o u t  to me t h e  b ac k  3 yrs.  of 
newsl etters .. ! found much of i nterest to read about. Now that I know wh at you real ly  want 
i n  the l i ne of h i s tory etc. I wi l l  try to g i ve some of the mater i al I h ave  s aved over the 
years. 

I h ave a l i st of former 99t h ,  416th peop l e  wh ich  I do not see on the roster i n  any of 
the news l etters to d at e .  The l i st i s  encl osed separ ate l y. I a l so  e n c l o s e  a copy of a 
l etter sP.nt to me from Edward B i l i ns k v .  HP. and I c ame over to the 99th from the 3rd Photo 
G ro up  ( E l l i ott Rooseve l t ' s  outf i t ) . I bel i ev e  we were the f i rst  enl i sted men to transfer , 
but many fol l owed . Two Off i cers c ame to the 99th  before we d i d .  They were  M aj.  Wayne  
Therman HQ. and C apt. Bernard Shaw 416th  C.O. 

I a l so e n c l o s e  a c o py of  some trave l  orders to Eng l and. Most of these men were i n  
the 416th I be l i eve ,  i nc l u d i n g M aj . D av i d  V .  McDona l d  ( l ater Co l . ) .  I am e s pec i a l l y  
i nterested i n  the whereabouts of Maj . McDonal d ,  Maj . Shaw and Maj. John Morr i s .  

The two names wh i c h  Bi l i ns ky ment i oned i n  h i s  l etter , McGee and Perry , I s aw g o  down 
i n  t h e  R e g g e n s b u r g  r ai d .  They were l eft and r i ght  wi ngmen to us  th at d ay. We were a one 
p l ane squadron after that and never d i d  c atch  the group .  C apt.  Sh aw was  p i l o t a n d  Maj . 
Mor r i s  as co-p i l ot t hat d ay. 

I a l s o enc l o sed  a c o py of  a l e tter  of  recommend at i on ,  s i gned by Maj. Morr i s. ( I  
never d i d  go to O.C . S . , but i t  was a good l etter and  I appre c i ated i t. )  I t h o u g h t  yo u 
might get some hel pful i nformat i on from i t. 

E d .  B i l i n sky  and  myse l f  h ad t r ave l ed throughout the states q u i te  a b i t  and through 
Eng l and , Scotl and and Afr i c a  and I ta ly. Ed  and h i s  charmi ng wi fe Mary c ame to v i s i t  us i n  
t h e  s eventy ' s ,  we made s ome te ntat i ve p l ans but unfortunate ly  Mary i nformed u s  that Ed. 
h ad passed away J u l y  3 ,  1 9 7 8 , of a h e ar t  a t t a c k  i n  t he  h o sp i t a l  w h i l e  awa i t i n g g a l l 
b l adder  s u r gery . A deep  l o s s  of a good fri end ! Ed. had ret i red as a Jersey C i ty Cop a 
year before that . I negl ected to ment i on that Ed. was RO on Lt. Char l es K .  Carro l ' s  crew, 
b u t  L t . C arrol  fl ew w ith  another crew that d ay and I bel i eve  he s aw h i s  own crew go down . 
I remember t al k i ng to h im  about i t  l ater .. 

A l i t t l e  more a bout  mys e l f. I f l ew my f i r s t  m i s s i on with  the 99th 416th Oct . 5 ,  
1 94 3 ,  Bo logna ,  I t a ly  and my l ast March 28 , 1944 M/Y Verona ,  I t a ly. I f l ew with  Col . Wayne 
Thurman , Co l . D av i d  McDon al d ,  MaJ. Bernard Shaw and MaJ . John Morr i s ,  wh i l e  comp l et i ng my 
50 m i s s i ons. I was sent back  to the s tates  ( by boat )  and after go i ng to A t l ant i c  C i ty ,  
N.J . I went to G a l v e s t o n , Tex . for  i n s tr u cter  s c h ool i n  r ad i o  and gunnery. Went to 
Ardmore , Okl a. where we t r ai ned many Bl7 crews. On June 7 ,  1 945 I was d i scharged from the 
serv i ce because I h ad so many po i nts. My charmi ng w i fe and mysel f were mar r i ed one month 
l ater. We are sti l l  l i v i ng at th i s  address in the house I b u i l t. 

Hope you can use some of th i s  i nformat i on for your f i l es . .  

Dear Fran k .  

S i ncer ly ,  
Ross E .  McKi nney 

6 October 1 982 
Bernard R aftery 
1921 Brewton Street 
D i str i ct  Height s ,  Maryl and 20747 

I r e c e i v e d  1 September  ed i t i on of t h e  9 9 t h  Bomb Group  News l etter. I t  certai n ly  
brought back  many memor ies  and g ave  me  t he  i ncent i ve to wri te. 

F i rst  of al l ,  the art i c l e  on J i m  Ra l ey. I was on t hat m i s s ion to P i reaus H arbor near 
Athens ,  Greece that d ay i n  A/C 42-5470 as n av i g ator ( my 4 5 t h  m i s s i on ) .  Th i s  m i s s i on was  
made up  of a compo s i te f rom a l l four Bomb Groups of the F i fth W i ng-- seven a ircraft from 
each Group .  As we reached  the  western  co ast  of the  P e l epone s e s , we wer e  i n  a c l imb  
between two l ayer�  of  c l o u d s ,  f l y i ng i n  e l emen t s  of  seven .  The 99th was  i n  the  r i ght  
e l ement h i g h ,  our a i r craft was i n  the seventh , or  sw i n g  pos i t i on. I n  t he  c l o u d , wh i l e  
spread i ng n u t  to  t h e  l eft  for s e p arat i on ,  we probab ly  encountered i c i ng and s tarted a 

;) Q  
. .. / 

d i v i ng sp i n  to the l eft , h i tt i ng the seven pl anes i n  the l ow e l ement  t h at J i m  R a l ey was 
i n .  Al l e i ght ai rcraft went down. There was a total of 15 surv i vors. J i m  and some of the 
others had a h ard t ime of it phys i ca l l y  dur i n g  the three month s  we spent  i n  G reece .  We  
f i n al ly  made i t  back to I t a ly  o n  a n  I ta l i an g u n  boat . A s  I reca l l J i m  was i n  t he  301st or 
2�d Bomb Group . I kept a d i ary on most of our stay i n  Greece - i f  you are  i n terest e d ,  I 
w i l l  s end  you a copy for your records. Persona l ly ,  I was very fortunate on th i s  r ai d ,  we 
h ad _run out of a i rp l anes and ours was an o l d  E model w i th a p l ex i g l as s  n o s e  w i t h  t he  3 0  
c a l i ber  g u n s  removed. Apparent ly  when we expl oded o n  impact w i th the other a i r cr aft the 
Bombard i er ,  Tom L i l l y and I were b l own through the nose .  I recovered c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ;bout  
hal f way down . 

Our  or i g i n a l  crew of  the  P l ummer Prov i s ional Group wh i ch  jo i ned the 99th i n  Tun i s  
h ad t h e  m i sfortune  of l o s i ng two a i rcraft that were not on your t ab l e  of combat l osses : 
On 1 October 1 943 we were on the m i s s i on to the messersm itt  factory i n  A u g s b u r g  Germany. 
We were h i t  heavy w i th  ME 1 0 9 ' s t hat had drop t an k s .  We bombed I n nsbruck i nstead .  The 
sma l l  format ion was scattered , three made i t  to Sw i tzerl and . We made i t  b ac k  to Sard i n i a  
and  w i ped o u t  t h e  p l ane i n  l andi ng. Th i s  ai rcraft was the one we h ad taken overseas -No. 
491 . Marv i n  Chara k ,  a current member of the 99th H i stor i c a l  Soc i ety was t h e  Bomb ar d i er. 
He  w�s s e ve�e l y  wounded  whe� an expl o s i ve  shel l r i pped out the nose and h i s  bomb s i ght. 
( an i nteres t i ng note -the I ta l i ans who were ho l d i n g  Sard i n i a h ad j u s t  s urrendered  on  2 8  
September ) .  

Our  c rew w i t h  t h e  except i on of Marv i n  was on the 6 October 43  m i s s i on to Mestre. We 
were  h i t  by a top notch ME 109 u n i t  on our way i n  and were l u c ky enough  to  ma ke  i t  b a c k  
a n d  c r a s h  at one o f  the Foggi a A i rf i e l d  that h ad j u s t  been t aken by the Br i t i sh. I don ' t  
reca l l the ta i l number of the p l ane but i t  was n ' t  the  one  l i s t e d  on yo ur  combat report  
( another  note  of  i n terest  - I met a German  p i l o t at  a German A i rf i e l d  in  1964 who was 
f ly i ng  agai nst u s  i n  one of the ME 1 09 on the Mestre m i s s i o n .  

I r e t i red  f rom the  A i rforce i n  September 1964,  l i ved i n  Europe for awh i l e ,  and h ave  
been w ith  the Government i n  Wash i ngton , D.C. area  s i n ce  1 966. I cert a i n l y  e n j oy your  
newsl etter and commend you ,  George Coen and al l others for conce i v i ng the i dea  of  the  99th 
Bomb Group H i stor i c a l  Soc i ety. 

Q U O T E S  

BDA IlT ISRPR� '�A 1'ION 

S i ncere ly ,  
Ber n i e  R afferty 

]ornb-dar',ap,e asse ssy1e:nt ·,,:o.s a ,·1e . ior activity for ·1.any .:' . L s .  I t  in­
volve d analysis of structural damac;e , ir.1.pe dance of t he proce ss perfor·1e d ,  
and est ination o f  this loss to an ene�y' s overall war-�aking potent ial. 
As usua l ,  comparn. ti ve vms invaluable to 8 de tailed ap:pre ciatlor1 of  th2 ,:la··1-
age and i t s  ir1pact on product ion. • • • Plot ting impncts was an integral 
part of  BDA, whi ch didn ' t  make P .  I . ' s e spacially popular with bonbe r crevlS . 
1:/hen bomb s ·,.1isse d  tho tarr;ot ,  it somehow boca�ne the .r' . I . w'::lo vms the bad [;UY, 
but a goo d  interpreter was like an wnpire - he had t o  cn. 1 1  t 110·, ·1 l::'..1rn �1.0 � [LVT 

tho:-n. ::fue n bo"1b s were scattered all over a targe t are2, or fell on the wronc 
tarce t ,  it W8.S t he :;_; . I .  wno had to to 11 the de c is  i on---in::s rs ( vii.11 o nev�r vranted 
to he ar that sort o f  news) , and nany an intellis8 nce officer incurre a the 
last ins wro..th o f  some senior o:')erat ions&type by '�e ll ins �1 iri t::10 ::,__lss 5. on rms 
a ous t .  

fro'.'1 ·.iOH.1,D }All I I  l': . '. 0  .I'O L-; __ ,��LLJ'.'j-��= ;c:s :;, '( �-: 01 . ;fo·,- ; • 'itRnley I I  
f • • t l • � 1 
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people crau 1e c'i. :� nto L1o s e  · :ut s .  1 1  



r 30 
May 7 ,  1 984 

Dear George , 
I am here at the typewriter , thinking of  the good t imes 

and renewal of friends that took  place at the Reuni on .  I think 
each Reuni on is  getting better ! ( BIGGER for s ure ! ! )  J im F lex 
did a fantastic bit of work , along with all his relat ives. I 
did not know too . many , however , I met quite  a few , and I hope 
everyone was as impressed  as I was . I ' ll know quite  a few more 
next t ime. 

Bernie  Barr suggested I write out the c ontinuati on of  the 
hist ory of  the 99th as I l ived it , so here goes . 

The 99th was react ivated  at Fairchild AFB ,Washington on 
Jan 1 , 1- 953  as the 99 S trategic Reconnaissanc e Wing ( H )  equipped 
wit� �he �B -36 , wpich  had four bomb bays ; ( the no 1 bay had been 
modified into a full photog�aphic darkroom and had a large 
number o f  K- 1. 7 cameras ) ,  which  later was also further modified 
with a vi ewing window at the lower bottom aft so as to be able  
t o  operat e t he pickup boom for a RF-84K Fighter to  be  carried  
along much as the Dirigibles of  the  1 930 ' s .T his  was known as 
the PICON pro j ect  and the RB -36 ' s  were then known as GRB -3 6 ' s. 
Only one squadron was equipped with the GRB vers i on , ( 348th ) , 
t�e 34?th  and 347th  were . equ�pped with the RB -3 6 .  During the 
time �1th . the 99t� at Fairchild AFB , I was ass igned to the 99 
Organizat i onal Maintenanc e Squadron , which was t he s o  called 
"Dock" Squadron . ( We  performed the 400 hr ins pections on the 
aircraft . )  

I n  the fall of  1 956 , the 99th was redesignated  the 9 9  Bomb 
Wing ( H  JET ) ( SAC ) and was transferred to  Westover AFB Massachus etts 
and e�uipfed . with B-52 ' s .  I ext ended my enlistment to �ccompany 
the w�ng in its  �ove : I left the 99th in J uly 1 963  and was 
reas s igned t o  Fairchild AFB ,Washington , and retired in 1 965. 
J o� Upc�urch of Orlando , F lorida will have to verify and c ontinue 
this epic saga as I understand he trans ferred with the 347th 
Squadron when the 99th was dispersed to other bas es.  T hi s  was 
done under the SAC dis persal c onc ept at the time , and by assigning 
one squadro� t o  a Bas e , rather than an ent ire W ing , allowed the 
us e of  multiple �unways , thereby , NOT being "Runway Limited"  . . . . .  
I . E . . many more aircraft c ould get o ff the ground within the 
1 5  minute� �llotted ( before t�e enemy mis s i les would knock out 
t he capa?i lity to  launch suff�c ent retaliat ory aircraft ) .  

I did not suggest  a possible site  for a Reunion here in 
Phoenix , as I want ed to approach the other members living in 
t he a�e� . A ls o , I will s e e  if there is enough int erest in 
organiz ing a get-together on a regular basis . 

I really appreciate the answers and c orres pondence with 
yo� , Geor�e ,  and I . am pat i�nt , I know you are busy . ... I would 
still  wri� e even if  you did not answer , if  I were sure you 
were getting my letters . 

I will fo llow up on the matter o f  the squadron logos , also  
and determine the  cost  of  manufacture here in  Pho enix . I t hink 
I can get the small  ones blown up at a Alphagraphics  near here 
ind go from there . .  As I meoti oned earlier there is a s hop  run ' 

Y s omeo0e from Asia  who will make them ai a reasonable cost . 
Again , I pers onally t hought this last effort at the Reuni on 

was a resounding SU8CES;S ! ! ! 
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Rt. 2 
Ripley TN 38063 
Aug. 13, 1981+ 

Dear George , 
It' s a small world l I s igne d my na�: .. e next to yours in a C onfederate 

Air Force Ghost Squadron magazine Konday. ' 

r.rhe H Se nti::1e nt� l Journey" was flown into Dyersburg, ·renn. airport 
and I went up and spent the day. One of the pilots flew for Delta Airlines 
and knows one of the p ilots I flew with in Africa.. They were having a good 
turnout. 

i\1argaret and I had a super time in :-1ouston. ·�'Je hope to s ee every-
one in Seattle . 

Por the ne wsletter, Ge orge -,1,: cC loskey of Carrigan, L'exas pass ed away 
about the firs t of April. He was a tail gunner on Cotton-Eyed Joe. I stopped 
in Corrigan and talke d with :iis aunt on my way to Houston in Eay. 

s incerely 

'me 99t:1 3G�:S 

Joe Cepparulo 

Centerville J ow.q 
. l h  l C'  (3 11 ,'\. UG • \., ' } ( '+ 

·:iriting in regards to whereabouts of Lt. 
adcJres s was 3 1.�dth Squadron, 993G, APO 520. :ie was 

John i:Ic:r:owe n. Las t known 

was Jerry. 

on 3-l?s. 

·:us hor!e address  was 443 Forre st, .Shrevc-oort LA. �:�is ·.vife ' s  ::1a,1e 

:3urely s o ;1ebody should i-•eme:mbe r  him • • • •  

" .. ,, 

Thank you 
Sandy Co:·te $ clo 
906 brake 
Centerville IA 525 L�h-

Dear Sandy ;  
;Je will give John the s tandnrd Search ·rrea tment and will let you 

kno-x o f  n..:1/ re s ' tl t s.  ·.1e ha vc :;10 1l<JS t-19\5 information on him. 
e;eo • 

C H A N G E  O F  A D R E S S  

?red Z .  Harris 10424-1 1;. 11th Place ?hoe nix AZ 35020 
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JOHN M. NEGRA • • •  I regret to  inform you t hat my father, John 
rv;. i:Jegra, passe d away August 5 ,  198 3 .  I know t hat had my fat her lived he 
would have been delighted to  have heard fro:n his old bud dies as he very often 
spoke of his Arr.w Air Corps experi enc es and friends. · 

Sincer ely, 
<Tudi Negra 
42 Edgar ?lace 
l�utley l; J 

GEORG:3: t:cCLCSKE:Y • •  � ·� re  orge 1-1 cClos key of Carrigan, i'oxas passed away 
about the first of April. : :e was a tail gun:-ier on Cot ton-Syed Joe . • • 

Joe 8epp aru1o 
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