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Thanks to Norm Kaufman, Bob Brgungart, Carl riiciak, and all the other
fellows who have sent in photojraphs for the files. 7e plan to hold all.
photos for possible return to the owners. Ilieanwhile we are nlanning a short
illustrated history of the firoup. Wwe will also compile a 1ist of the avail-
able pictures (after the rush 1s over). ‘e have pictures of various planes
in action and of Vicki, Robert E. Lee, and Rambling Ralder on fire over thelir
respective targets. The Alr Force ifluseum advises us that a soft pencil
should be used to place information on the back of the prints.

ie expect to nake the Albert F. Simpson Aerospace iuseum our legal ben-
ificiary and helr of the 99BGHS, a matter that will probably have been
ratified by the time you read this. This will allow us to claim exemption
fro« local sales taxes.

Again, thanks for the photos, orders, papers, news items and old addresses.

% *

Bob 3Braungart and i.rs. 3raungart dropped by for a little visit. He is
retired now, and they live at Syracuse, Indiana. e had a pleasant time
renriniscing about some of the unprintable capers in which we were both
involved.

k1 * *

Perhaps we should assemble a fifty-vear file (ilot To Be Published For
50 Years). All about how Lt. Censored censored the censored at a censored
time and place. Some of these stories are almost worth embalming for
posterity.
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irembership, April 13th Finances

313 liembers Balance 1 Feb 82 & 785.80

200 Prospects disc. Supplies -209.03
lany of these are 1945 addresses, Newsletter -2L5.63

but we are finding them as we get Dues & Donations 0.00

around to the search. So send then Balance lApr8e 121 .18

in.

Thanks to the 191 mewmbers who have sent in their %10 dues for 1932,
Receipt will be acknowledged by the number 1282 in the upper right-hand
corner of your address label.

Special thanks to Dave Steffens, Alfred Wertz, Llovd Pavis, Alessandro

Gafarelli, Jin Flexz, and to Agnew, 3ilharz, Greathouse, :lorowitz and 3Blu
for donations in addition to dues.
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Does anybodv rewember when the =man fell fron a low-flying 3- 17 over the
li1éth area at liavarin? iHe was pushing out parachutes in some sort of test
at about 150 feet of altitude when he leaned a little too far forward just
as the plasne cane over the writer. The soldier pulled the ripcord of his
personal parachute as he fell through the hatchway, but even then he barely
nade it. He landed about &5 feet froa me. Does anybody remember?



G Route #2, Box 5 (416th)

Coleman, Wis. 54112

Feb. 6, 1981
Hi Q@eorge,
A 1ine to let you know all is well, herein Wiscomsin. I received one of
your 99th B.G. Historical Society Bulletins & noticed a dues for Member=-
ship. So will enclose my $5.00. I noticed the names of a few 416th members
that I knew & never had the addressee; will drop them aline. Lots of fel-
lows out of the 416th I don't rgqcall. It sure would be good to see the ones
I knew tho. That reunion schedule for Rapid City, S.D. in July '8t, sounds
good to me. I retired the tat of Feb., this month, ao I'1l be as free as a
bird. It'll be fun, I'm sure.

It's sure good to hear of some of the crews that made it back after their
misfortunes on some of those raids, after we served the 50 missions. I still
think think the ome on July 5, 1943, was the most (worst?) I ever was in.
Oh yes, the first, and the last one were also bad ones; orne doesn't know
what they were all about; and the last one, a person wondered if he'd
make it back or not--I'1l1l close for now.

As Ever
Dear Walter, . Walter Klukas

Even though your letter is a few months old, we trust all is still well in
Wisconsin. We all appreciate your coming on snother tour with us. I'm sure,
bY now, you have seen that there are quite a few 4l6ers in our aidst, so
trust you have corresponded with some, and vice versa. I heard through the
grapevine (George Coen, to be precise), that the Rapid City uprising was
epjoyed by all, so hope you could make it. (I'1ll bet 'R.C.' will never be
the same!) Congrats on your retirement, by the way!

Walter, in regard to your remarks about your missions, as well as those of
our other comrades, truer words were never spoken! As one who wae on the
‘terra firma' most of the time, and also up in the eir, I would like to put
in my 2 cents and say there were occasions when it was a toss up for all
of us=-=-one way, or another, due to various incidents. Amen.

At this Juncture, I believe discretion is the better part of valor, so I
will close my big bazoo for this time. Take care, and thanks again.

Sincerely
Frank English

Dear Dick,
Thank you for your interes
David's name on our Roster,

t in becoming a member, not to mention seeing
elso. Quite frankly, I1'm not sure of the last
name you mentioned (spelling-wise, I mean), but hope you can get Charles
to join., We appreciate all the help we can get, in this regard.

d I might add that the

Your letter was very interesting, as to detail, an

pgcturee you mention, if you could procure seme, would add to our arc?ivea.

Thanks for bringing that subject up. George has plans inlthe o!itngiime

know, to make something permanent out of all our fstuff,' when e 0

and opportunity presents itself. :
d look at George's

As for a future Northeastern reunion, did you take a goo "

1Reunion Notes' on the front page of the Nov. Newsletter, Dick? - (Failé

1982, Muskegon, Mich., etc.) That wouldn't be too far for you, and a lo

of other members to travel, would it? Think about it, you all--Nowi i

It's a shame you couldn't make it to Albuquerque, this coming Apri o 1

We all realize of course that we do what we can do--that's the way the ba

bounces (Most of the time).

Without further ado, Dick; I'l
It was good hearing from you,
beat to you, and the whole kit,

1 sign off for this period in time, anyhow.
and getting the additional names, etc. Our

and kaboodle. See you all soon.
Best wishes
Frank English

6 Springdale Ave. (347th)
Saugus, Mase. 013506
May 16, 1981
Dear George,
Received the very welcome May 1981 soclety's newsletter and I am enclosing
my check for $5.€0 for this year's membership.

David Steffens, and I, were in the same crew together. We were with the
347th at Foggla from Jan. 1945, until ths war ended.

I was the radio operator, and David and I and the rest of the crew flew all
our missions together.

I sent some pictures to Dave that I had tsken during the war; maybe the
seciety could reproduce them for their use.

If ever there will be a Northeast reunion, I expect to attend it. Maybe I
could interest Charles @orsuch(?), another member of our crew who lives

in Brattleboro, Vermont, to come along to. Best wishes for the society.
Very truly
Richard livolei

BY-LAWS OF THE 9QQTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP -HISTORICAL SOGIETY
(As amended April 24, 1982)
ARTICLE I -- ORGANIZATION

The :name of this organization. shall be: The 99th Bombardment Group Historic-

al Soclety. The organizution may at 1ts pleasure, by a majority vote of
the membership present at the annual Membership Mes ting, change its name.

ARTICIE II -~- PURPOSES

To perpetuate the history o¢f the 99th Bombardment Group and the memory of
lost comrades.

To arrange for reunions and periodic tours to provide social and recreational
activities for the merbers.

ARTICLE III -- MEMBERSHIP

Membership in this orgaaization shall be open to all who wWere mambers of or
attached to the U. S. 99th Bombardment Group during wartime. Spouses, widows,
or widowers of those who served in the 99th Bombardment Group are also elig-
ible fer membership

Members may become Life Members upon payment of Life lembership dues as est-
ablished by the Board of Directors.

Alr fiistorians and others imterested in the goals of this organization may
become Associates. Assoclates may attend meetings and other 99BGHS activities
and will receive the bi-monthly journal and other publications. Assoclates
may not vote.

ARTICIE IV -- MEETINGS

A Membership Meeting of this organization shall be held during the regular
annual reunion each Spring. A notice shall be mailed to every member in
good standing at his address as it #ppears in the membership 1ist of this
organization. Such notices shall be placed in the 99BGHS Newsletter telling
the time and place of the Members Meeting.

Not less than a majority of members in good stsnding present at a Members

Meeting shall constituté a quorum and shall be necessary to conduct ¥he bus-
iness of this orgsnization. Members who have not paid dues for t hewcurrent

year may not vote. Special meetings ma}j be called by :“the Board of Directors

grgviding members in good standing are notified two weeks in advance of the
ate.

ARTICLE V-~ VOTING

At all meetings, all votes shall be viva voce.

At any Membership Meeting, i1f a majority so requires, any question may be
voted. Only the question(s) stated in the call may be voted in Special Neet-

ings.

ARTICLE VI -~ (ORDER OF BUSINESS

1 ~ Call to order

2 - Reading of the minutes t
Report of OLficers of the preceeding Meeting

Committee Reports

Unfinished Business

New business

Ad journment

7
ARTICIE VII -- BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The busimess of this orgsnization shall be managed by a Board of Directors
consisting of at least three (3) members, plus the elected Officers of : this
organizat ion. At least oneof the Directors elected shall be a resident of
the State of New Mexico and a citizen of the United States.

To be eligible for office, nominees for the Board of Directors must have
been a member of the 99BGHS for at least one year before the election.

The Directors to be chosen for the ensuing years shall be chosen at the
annual Membership Meeting of this organization, and they shall serve for

a term of four years. Directors elected forithe first time must be present
at the Membership Meeting.
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99BGHS By-laws (as amended) -2-

The Board of Directors shall have control and managément of the affairs of
this orgsnization. The Board of Directors shall commission an independent
audit to be conducted each year.

A majority of the Wembdrarolivhei@iosrdiiofadirpedenutwho are present shall
constitute a quorum. Bach Director shal] have one vote and such voting may
be dons by proxie. The President may call for a vote by mail, providing
each Director is polled.

The Board of Directors may make such rules and regulations covering its
meetings as it may, in its discretion, determine necessary.

ARTICLE VIII -- OFF JCERS

The officers of the organization shall be: President, Vice-President,
Secretary and Treasurer. Any one officer may serve in more than one office
at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

These Officers shall be members of the Board of Directors, and shall be
elected by new Board of Directors after the annual Membership Meeting.

An Officer shall preside at all Membership Meetings.

The President shall be the titular head of the organization and, subject
to the control of the Board of Directors, exercise general supervision oveg*
the affairs of the organization.

The Vice-President shall exercise the office of the President, in his ab- if
sence or upon the inability of the President to act, with rights and res- ‘;
vonsiblilities as if he had been duly elected President.

The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records, file certificates requir-
ed by law, federal or state, and will give and serve all noticea to membera
of this organiration. The Secretary will be the official cuatodian of the
records and seal of this organization., The Secretary will also attend to
regular correspondence of the organization and will execute duties incident
to the office of Secretary,

The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of all monies belonging to

the organization end shall be sdlely responsible for such monies or securities
of the organization; shall render at stated periods, as the Board of Dir-
ectoras shall determine, a written account of the finances of the organiza-
tion and sucH report shall be phyaically affixed to the minwtes of the Bward
of Dirdchors meeting; and shall exercise all duties incidantal to the office
of the Treasurer.

Vice-President for Newsletter shall be elected to the Board by the Board of
Directors for an indeterminate lengbh .of tims at the pleasure of the Board.
This non-voting member of the Board Shall normally be the Editor of the
99BGHS Newas. Thia Officer will also be responsible for promotion of 99BGHS
activities, and will provide advice and counsel to the Board.

No Officer shall for reason of the office be entitled to receive any salary
or compensation, but nothing herein shall be construed to prevent an Gfficer
or Director from receiving compensation from the organigation for services
other than as Director or Officer.

ARTICLE IX -- SALARIES

The Board of Direct oras shall hire and fix compensation of any and all em- l
S heir diascretion may determine to be necessary in the
conduct of the business of the organization.

ARTICLE X .- COMMITTEES

Regular Cownittees of this oréanization shall be established by the President.
Cormittee members shall be appointed by the President for terms of office
for a period of one (1) year or leas if sooner terminated.

Standing Committees shall be established by the Board of Directors as re-
qufred. The President shall appoint members to Standing Committees for in-
definife terms.

ARTICLE XY -~ DUES

The dues of this organization shall be $10.00 per annum and shall be pay-
able on the first day of January of each year. Dues may be changed by a
majority vote of the members in good standing at the annual Members Meeting.

99BGHS By-Laws (as amended)

ARTICLE XII ~- CHAPTERS

99 BG “Historicgl Soclety members may form chapters {State or local area)
for sowial purposes provided 1) a prerequisite for Chapter Membership is
current membership in the 99BGHS and 2) program snd activities are not in
conflict with the 99BGHS spirit and purpose.

Logal committees formed for tthe purpose of cregti

ng BGHS Chapters must
draft proposed Charter or aArticles of Incorporgtion ng pmposgd by-lawa.
These drafts must be submitted to the 99th BGiHS Board of Directors for app-
roval before further organizational actions are uuddebaken.

Upon inactivation, the residual effects of a chapter (funds, property,
historical documents and artifacts, etc.) must become the property of the
9Q9BGHS.

ARTICLE XIII -- AMENDMENTS

These By-laws may be altered, amended, repealed or added to by an affirma-
tive vote of not leas than two thirds of members in good standing present
at an annual Members Meeting or at a called Special Meeting.

Article XIV - - Dissolution

e 99 34uS shall make no distribution of goins or profits upon dissol-
:ion, but shall upon dissolution distribute such gains or profits, together
ith all Soclety pictures, diaries, orders, letters and files to the Albert
., Simpson .listorical Research Center, Maxwell AF2, Alabama.

TJAS THE IGHT BEFOR:E T E 1IIISSION
Courtesy of i.J.Heffren, 347BS
fwas the nignt oefore the r.ission and all through the Group
"he wheels and the .kigwigs were grinding out poop.
he bombers were parked on their hardstands with care
Waiting for armament soon to be there
‘fhe flyers were nestled all snug in their beds
vhile visions of =ilk-runs danced in their heads
“hen out of the darkness their came such a knock
./@ cursed the 0.D. and looked at the clock
“Briefing will be in two hours the caller then said"
+w81ll, that -eant that we'd have forty more winks in our bed
ine marches on, and then gaping and sighing
We leap from the sack to make with the flying
e rush to the messhall quick as a flash
~e eat vowdscd egps and hideous hash
Then the long bumpy ride to the Group breifing room
./here the Bigwigs preside and dish out our doom
The tarcet 1is told, the first six rows faint
For Lo and 3ehold! VIENKA IT AINT.}
The 3rain has slipped up, my poor aching back
Jere bombing a vlace that throws up no flak
So 1t's back in the truck and off to the line
fhe road is now s woth and the weatzer is fine
The crew is at station, the check list is run
The engines run swoothly as we give 'em the gun
Then suddenly the pilot calls in despair
"Look at the tower, they just shot a flare"
:ie dashed to the window with heart full of dread
The pilot was rignht, the darn thing was red
So 1t!'s back to the saclk and we sweat out our fate
For there's a practice formation at a quarter past eight.

BOOK REVIEWS
DISASTOR 4T 3ARI - Glenn Infield - 1971
An account of the German air-raid o
The sinking of 17 ships and the damaging on 8 more made it a very
successful raid, and the release of 100 tons of mustard nas caused
nuverous casualties. Luch of the gas dissolved in the floating oil
and was not identified as mustard for several days. The_raid resu%ted
in a serinus disruption of the 15AF botber offensive, wiich is wha

Smiling Albert had in mind all along.

f 2 Dec lIt3 on The harbor at Bari.
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/ 315 W. 7th St. (416th) gégéofoxﬁ#;
Haya, Kansas 67601 ; Zé ;951
July 5, 1981 .22,

(416th)
12776

Dear George:

Sorry about the paper but I am at work and it is all I have available. I
recelved another letter from you today. It is vary good of you to keep in
touch eo often.

Dear Sire:
Banclosed please find duea for 1981. I thoroughly enjoyed the newalettsrs,
and wiah to continue receiving them.

I wae in the 416th Sq. from the early formation in Walla Walla, in 1942,

to May, of 1945, in Foggia. Obviouely, I had many friends both in the Alr
crewe, and ground maintenance, and I was happy to see that some of them are
members of the Boclety. Aleo, sorry to read that some of them had passed
away. One of theae I corresponded with until hie death in ‘en auto accident,
waa William (B1ll) Trau, of Peoria, Illinois (April 2, 1971).

Presently, I am an Aseociate Profeasor of Zoology at Ft. Hays State Univer-
sity, Heys, KS, and would enjoy renmewing any old acquaintances.

Sincerely youre

Elton K. Schroder

I eaw 'Sweater Girl' mentioned in a previous letter; she was a B-17 E, or
poaaibly an F, I am not quite eure. You eee, I have a very good memory but
it is rather ehort. Aleo, 'Lady-B-Good' I think, is the aircraft that re-
Placed 'Sweater Girl' when she was retired with well over a 100 missions,
139 is the number that comes to mind at this point in time, with only 3
early returns because of mechanical malfunction. It did come back early a
couple of timee when 'Sorty Line (somebody flew it).' Agein, I can't re-
member the name. This ie all in the 416th Sq.

I'm sorry I can't help you out with any addresses. I Just didn't keep up
with correspondence that much, probably because I am the worlde woret letter
writer. I don't think there will be too many of the gang who will remember
me anyway, because I was more or lees, an outsider.

I came into the 416th Sq. from s replacement center after being hospital-
1zed for a couple of months with stomach ulcers. My let outfit was the
439th Signal Const. Bt. (heavy) AVN, originally attached to the 8th AAF,

in England. We were transferred to the 12th AAF, and eent to Africa DU NORD.
Thanka for the remarks about the newsletters. Good old George Coen has put We were in on the invaslion at Arzu Docke, a few miles east of Oran. The

hie heart and soul into eame, as you know. (Now,.as you can see, all his let few days we were there, I began to think we were in the Infantry, but

good work i1e going down the drain--with my aasistance!) Oh well, I try! : tgigfslguieteg gO:n theniand we went to work setting up communications on
eirfields, an etween sirfields.

I caught up with the 99tk Gp., 416th Sq., near Tunis, only a few months
sow._and Baxg gotten im touch with some, I hope, after all these years. before before we were sent to Foggia with the 15th AAF. Of course, some of
Sorry to hear about Bill Trau. like you, we have gotten the word on quite the guya resented the fact that I was taken into the Sq. with a Corp. Rat-
a few old 99ere, who becauee of one reason, or another, have left us. ¢ ing. I guess they figured I waa taking a rating away from them, or whatever.
I finally made a few friends however, in the tent we were in, and the re-
fueling unit and with Chief Robertson's crew. I worked with them for a few
months before I was sent home. Ae a matter of fact, I was working with them
on 'Sweater Girl' when I got hurt, and etayed with them as long aa I was
there. I was sent home in Sept. of 1945.
As I told you, I don't have any addresses but I can give you a few namee
if it will help any; ? Cashman (Conn.), lewie Klineman--the only foreigner
in the outfit, from Brooklyn, Troy Dow, from Pueblo, Col. There was also
my beat friend, Benny Moore, who died of a heart attack by our shower bldg.
on hie way to the medical tent only a short time after I left. RiP.

The Postmaster juet came back from lunch and told me to get the hall out

of her office. I told her to go ouf on the street & chaae cars, but she
wouldn't do it. So, I had to get out of her office. These modern women are
getting in too many places(?) where they don't belong. Give me the good old

Dear Elton,

I've alwaye maintained that not only were we the best B. Gp., but also,
that we had some 'top of the line' people in same. Your letter, ae well as
a number of othere, proves my polnt! Glad to receive your welcome letter;
aorry about the time element involved in regard to this answer.

Elton, I see you were one of the originals, and I go back almost as far.
I'm surs, going by our Roetere, that you have discovered old friemnds by

Glad to hear that you are doing so well. Zoology was one of my favorite
subjects in high school. I love to watch documentaries on TV, regarding all
forms of animals, birds, reptiles, etc. (If you ever find out what I am,
please let me know--OK?--no help from the audience, please!) For this time,
'Haeta la Vieta,' or whatever comes first. Take care, and hope to see you
one of theae fine days.

Our combined beet to you--

Frank English

4215 Summitview Rd. (347th)
Dublin, Ohio 43017
April 5, 1981

Hello George,

Juat a note (letter to come) to let you and others that have helped get

the 99th Historical Socliety off and running, know that myself, and many
othera, appreciate this so very much.

I'va contacted several other 'groupers' and hope they also will come in
and enjoy our future. I am enclosing $10.00, $5.00 for dues, and the other
for whatever it ie needed to get rolling. I retired from the Ohio Air Guard
with ? yre active duty, and 22 Guard, in 1971. I wae Group Bombardier in
late 1944, and left Foggla in Feb. 1945. Recalled in Msy 1950, and flew
B~50'e at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. Hope to visit soon at ome of our reunions.
Sincerely
Dean C. Kuhn

- Dear Dean,

Again, Notice how prompt I am in answering your missive! Go shead, throw
rocks at me~=1 can take it, but just remember, the Pony Express from New
Mexico, to California, ia sometimes late--due to flat hoovea! (Boy, did I
ever weaail out of that one.)

Glad to hear from you, eepecially the part about the ten bucks (not to be
mercenary, Of course.) Thanks, sincerely tho Dean, as same is much appreci-
ated. Not to rub salt into the wounds, but 1982 ie almost upon ue, eo I'll
use your note ae a platform to inform all 99ers, it's $10 time, not §5,
agein.

On behalf of George, and the original members who did all the work, I wish
to thank you for your kind words about the founding of our Historical
Soclety. Ae you see in the Newsletteras, we are getting stronger every day.
It'e people like you, who are contributing to this strength, Dean.

You eure did put in your time, as regards the Military, we see; like a lot
of our other msmbers, as I'm sure you are aware, by this time. Your name
eounds familiar, Dean, in reference to your 99th Hdqtra flying service,

I mean. Id4 ending this tale, I sure hope you were one of those who made
it to the Rapid City get together. If not, hope to see you, if possible,
in April, in Albuquerque.

Kindeet Regards
¥ Frank English

fashioned 'daze' when women acted like it, and left bueiness matters up to

us men, with a few exceptions, of course.

I am enclosing a coil (100) postage stamps & a handy dispenser which you
can reuee and can be purchased at your local, friendly Post Office for a
nickel~5¢. The only bargain in the U.S.P.S. If there ie any other way I can
help, please let me know.

I am enclosing a clipping from my local County newspaper. Maybe this will
make some of those old jokers from the .416th Sq. reslize that I ain't quite
as ignorsnt a country boy as they seemed to think I was.

Hope to see you at the reunion. If not at Albuquerque, then more likely
at Rapid City, S.D. Keep up the good work.
- Regards

Dear Jake, J.W. (Jake) Merritt (CRIP)
Your letter ie ome 0f wuc viassics or all ti and I7, e, wil
1 time, to me, and I'm

;:t::rgliotgzogzzer'gze;s, whe§ :hey see this in prin;. You nen::::;d'giier
€1 were before my time, evidently, Jake, b

bet they were coriere! In t e

paseing, I'd like to e on behal

that we had experiences of our own d Tt ARl e S

TatiIEa our Ty on » and spent a lot of time in the 99th,
greee, Jake o 3

Dan, McGee, as Molly used to’say. » 70U have us all beat! Your's a good

I am not going to g0 throu
gh your letter, point by point, aa you -
I:r:;: {g;:go::atift:;y iniaame,band to me, it is self-e;plan:torg?v;h:;a
curious about, however, Jake, and that
Jear you came home. With the time you had 1n.’didn'é you mean %?9:2??tn::e

'45? I was overseas with the G
s g e iy P. 28 mo., 80 with the Pts. you had built

é:att:wsze:beie,‘ig regard to Jake, I would call your attention to Page 12

SIEEE s Eo.th; 981, Newsletter.) It will more than give you a batter in-

The ead g niD 1nan, and his charactsr, etc. You are really eomething, Jake!

T oy s ?'aisht, as they say, when the 'trap door' falls doun’on

and your offe; to :aigll:;% ::e'ig;hfor thi: tise' g T o8 . o
. appreciated. Take

bade 1t to Rapid City! If not, Albuquerque in April ie ::;eae::dc::g:o::?ﬁﬂs
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2434 Melville Way

San Jose, CA 95130

Qe Sept. 17, 1981 (416th)

Am'eending a check for '82.
I see quite a number of names of men that were with me in the 416th.
I was with the 416th when it was formed. Carmen Reese was the 1line chief
and Pete Bezek and I were crew chiefs. After some time in Italy, Reese, and
Bezek went back to the states, I was line chief for the rest of the war, ex=-
cept for some time off in the hospital, having my hand cut off by a prop. How-
ever, I still enjoy good health in spite of being 73 years of age. Expect to
make 100.
I hope to make one of the Reunions; keep up the good- work.

Lester Hamann

H1 Les, you handsome devil!
It was sure nice being able to meet, and visit with you at your home a couple
of years ago. Came by your way last year but didn't have time to stop, sorry
to say. Hope all goes well at this writing.
Your letter was a pleasure to receive, including the 'renewal', naturally.
Those of us who knew you 'when' will never forget what you went thru, re
your few remarks about being in the hospital, especially those in the 416th!
As I remember, and you showed me some plictures of the Jeep you were sitting
in {mangled), you were almost cut in half when that B-17 'lost' it's brake
on one side and ran over you--in it's hardstand, I, among many others were
amazed that you survived, let alone returning to duty, which you sure did!
Another thing, you sure don't look your age, and was really surprised when
you told me beforel .
I°'11 cut this off Les, for this time, but hope to see you in April. That
goes for all of us in the good old 99th. It was nice talking to you.

With kindest regards,

01d man English
ey

2314 Charles
Pampa, Texas

Dear George, & Martha, Nov. 20, 1981
Here are my dues, finally, and a little over for the kitty. Seema to me we
may need to increase the ''annual ante.''
We are both doing quite well now and expect to continue to do so for a long
time.
I appreciate your efforts very much and enjoy the letters immensely. It looks
as 1f a couple of my crew members have Joined.
We are looking forward to seeing both of you again, in April.

Sincerely,

Hank

79065

Hello, Hank,

Why 18 it that I get the dirty job of having to answer your letter to George,

& Martha (nothing personal, Martha!). You really are a nice guy Hank, and it
was dandy being with you last year in N.M. Anyone who was in the 347th can't

be all bad!

Seriously, sorry to hear that you folks had been under the weather and that all
18 going fine now. It seems it is always something. Sure am glad the rest of

us are only 39, including Gen. Upthegrove. He is really amazing. Always working
on some project at home! He tolerates my writing to him but in his last letter,
told me to slow down as I was wearing him out trying to answer all the stuff

I waa asking him! (I can take a hint.) y|
As you can tell from George's latest Roster, we are really ‘'climbing the hill,'
name~wise, Hank. Maybe we won't have to increase the ‘ante' as you mentioned.
However, that remains to be seen, as everything else is going up, so will
‘argue' about this with you, and the boys when we see each other in April.

It was almost a pleasure answering your epistle, and I can hardly wait to see
you, again. I always lied a lot! See you soon, pal. Sincerely, fhe

4?70 American River Dr.
Carmichael, CA 95608
January 22, 1981 (346th)

concerning the 99th B. Gp.
and application for membership

Dear George,
Thank you for your prompt reply on my inquiry
Historical Society. I have enclosed my check,
in this greet organization.

I am also enclosing a copy of my orders
flying the required tour out of Italy.

ersonnel.
gour mailing 1ist brought back fond memories when I saw my old boss (346th

Sq. Commander) Allen W. Schroeder, and an 0ld friend, Bernard Raftery,
among the members. Sincerely,
Tom O'Reilly

returning me to the states after
It contains a long 1list of 99th B. Gp.

Dear Tom, /3
As I have mentioned in other letters, sorry for this late answer to you.
When the letters come to George, he picks up a pile, goes outside, then
throws them up in the air. Those that aren't blown away by the wind he sends
on to me to answer now! You are on the Roster, and that's what counts.
It 18 good to hear from you, and we trust that you are still with us ('82,
also, I mean). Our names are being computerized, George tells me, so am
sure the names you mentioned in your letter are already on our Rosters, or
will be included when we see the new 1list.
Your letter speaks for itself, per se, but I think I should add that you are
a retired Col., for the benefit of our 'flock.' We have quite a few 99ers
who made a career out of the service, and who are now retired. I just an=-
swered Al Schroeder's letter and was delighted to read he was an airline
pllot with Braniff International for 33 years. Quite a span, eh?
In closing, hope to see you also, in Albuquerque in April. I might also add
that when my dear wife was alive we used to go to Carmichael to see her
sister, and family, when they lived there. Come to think of it Tom, my late
father-~in-law had a house, and walnut grove along the American River in
Falr Oaks? Was up there just after sald river flooded one year. The water
was at least ¥ way up the house. What a disaster! All's better now, I hear.
Many thanks again, and our beat to you. Let's get together soon.

Best wishes,

frank h. english

3hih ¢l Teinthsn R
2 . @oldssoro, H.C., &f
LDear Georiie; vov. 1% 1951

. kov. 1i 1%

“hese documents mav be retained and used as the society decides.
Author of poeus unknown to we.

i A .

the 347th petch was psinted on th. coci<et of =y flignt vents by a fe-
ele artist in Fogria. 7

d.
53C

Sincerely
Jesse . ii0b'0s
Dear Jesse;

ihank you for all the goodies. /e have ®een hosines for tvo years
P-33 poem, which we share with all in this issue. Phanks!

e are especially grateful for the orders which have home addresses on
thera. frue, most of us nave noved since 1Gh5, but still we have a surpris-
ing success rate in locating ~en froa old orders. So I'11 give you the
secret of our success.

‘ve first check the List of ¢hone Directories at the Punlic Lidbrary to see
is thew have the current vhone directorv for the mean's hoite. If they have
the directory, we first check for the 1an's n2me 2nd. current address. If
we do not find the nane, there is still another possibilit:s; e 18y have
#in in the ares, and so we send postcarcs to people of the same last neie
in tha ares.

It worls.
us to the msn,

for the

iiieces, sisters, nepnews, brothors and cousins will vector

and there is one 7ore $9er found. 7
Bl
Sincerely
Vo Aeatyg.

e Tovamper X, 1381
i1 seorme- > i

l- I've enclosed 'vr Ques.
=~ Lo vou have a list or roster of thae wembers of tne
ron? soth fliszht and :;»ound crews?
3- In the near.?utlre, I will send vou-folls sole larze vaotos of the 9Gth
§eg§ je o7 .Jashinrton sove years past. Including the raid in which our
faAalt?g Raider went down, the Fo3j~ia iission on iug. 25, 19li3. #10 can
orget? .
g - = o .
¢7 uog§ “%dOJ u?hl (our covilot) know whether Ilsude Seila, navigator;
4, nldw;ler, oonbardier; Clarence .alker, lst engineer survived PO4 and
are they Ok now? .

original 14th $quad-

L'nanks always
Carl idiclak

4 3
_ear Carl-
.In answer to your llove-der letter, yes, we now have coiplete rosters of
the original covplement of the whole 99th, thanks to various riembers.
Mae flight crew list is comolete, and so far as I can see,the ground crew
roster is cowzvlete too. Ve nave just comleted putting the whole list on-
to a word-wrocessor, and we plan to make the varioms lists available at
cost, but farther work is necessary. he ‘ay newsletter should *:ave all
tite scoop.

e 8lso sxpect to index the pictures, but right noww we are fully occu-
pled with tax exemptions, bv-~laws, and the Avril Business l.eeting and Re=-
inion. ‘ie appreciate your offer of pictures, for I do not thains we uave
any victures of the well=-rewmembered Aug. 25th raid.

Iraring our current postcard search for 99ers we found Claude Seila's
mother, anéd we are searching for tne rest of your crew. It 1s our hope
and plan to locate every one of the fellows. ..eanwhile, ..rs. Sella's let-
ter 1s included elsewhere in this issue., And the search goes oni

3est wishes, -
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RIUNION NOTES

The Seventh Reunion of the 93th Bomb Group was sfgnallzed by the wel-
come presence of our genial Comriander of 1942 and 19/3, kajor General
Fay R. Upthrgrove, (Retired).

General Upthegrove told us a few tales of events at the upper ech-
elons and listened to a few horror stories from tre shavetall and Ser-
geant levels, such as how Henderson & Crew had to stay up in the wild
grey yo:ader until the runway quit wiggling one hung-over January day at
Sioux City.

Tom Gamm, the Reunion Chalrman, assisted by h 1s wife Gloria and
by Bernle Barr, jwovided a woat memorable series of delightful events.

It was a Day To Count Time From. Our thamks to all, and especlally to
Tom Garm for an enormous armount of well-planned work.

We opened the reunion on Friday at the :ospitality Room at the "{in-
rock Inn. Supper was informal. /ally's Seafood !louse was so busy with
the 99th that we didn't get to kid Wally about his time in Lancasters.

oaturday morning we went in Alr Force busses to the Kirtland AFB
Officers' Club wWest for the annual Soclety leeting, followed by lunch.

General Upthegrove was our Distingulshed Guest. The General recel-
ved an enthusiastic standing ovatlion at the conclusion of his brief ad-
dress. Art Knipp video-taped the proceedings and later showed the film
at the Hospitallty Room.

After lunch the busses took us to the Natlonal Atosnlc luseum, where
the energy exhibits seemed to be as popular as the weapons exhibits. .
Ve then returned to the Winrock Inn.

At © p.m. we took the Tramway to Snadla Sumnit, 10.000 feet ambove
sea level, where we had a delicious supper and drinks. ‘Je were ~zixed up
with a High School Prom group, but somehow the waltresses were ab}e to
tell us apart. Tom and 3ernie really picked a winner on that one; every- .,
body seemed to enjoy themselves. .ie even enjoyed the t:o inches qf snow
at the Summit. You nay estimate the attenaance at tae Reunion from the
Tramway party. Although not everybody went to the Summit, thgre were
st111 74 persons in the Trarmway party. fhere srast have been ‘0 99ersh
or more, plus spouses. /e can't furnish names because we don't even have
a count at this writing.

Dave Steffens and Carl liitchell both were able to muster four of
their respective crews, and there were three of the original crew of the
B.T.0. I am a 1ittle hazy as to when the kilted RCAF-type bagplper Join-
ed us, and perhaps some other details are a bit fogzy, but I do reme?—
ber sitting on the bench outsi.ie and 1listening to General Upthlegrove s
reminiscences about flying on tne Border in the early thities and flying
in Hawall in the late Thirtles.

After a Mexlican lunch the Group began to dlsperse. One 99er drove
away to the tune, played on his automobile horn, of "Off we go, into
the Wild Grey Yonder".

Some Individuals dissappeared into the Alr Force Sergeants Assocla-
tion Hospitality Room next door. ‘le had been visiting back and forth
with them for two days by now, and 1t rust have becn about then that thaey
kidnapped Frank knglish for further festivities.

A small group, General Upthegrove, Iilke hazu, Bob Imrle and =yself,
had a qulet Sunday supper at Oldtown's La Haclenda, with wariachis and
Mexican beer, and then, Lo, 1t was all over for another five -onths.

And so, - back to the drafting board.

Thanks, Tow= and Glorlia and Bernile; thamk you, General Upthegrove;
thanks to all who papticipated.
george

New Officers, to serve until Spring 1983.
President, Bernice Barr

Secretary, Joe Kenney
Newsletter Editors, Frank English and George

Vice President, kilke Yarina
Treasurer George Coen
Coen

DIRECTORS
for Iy years- 1982-1986 for 3 years or less, 1381-
Richard 3radfute
George Coen
Rex Greathouse
Joe Kenney
Hank Parks
lilke Yarina

Bernice Barr
Tom Gamm
Joe Chance

The membership approved an Article X1V, an addition to the by-laws
which will allow the 99BGHS to qualify with the IRS as a non-profit Or-
ganjization. Amended by-laws are included in this newsletter.

APPLICATION FOR LENBERSIIIP 1982 Iermbership $10____

1981 lewsletters-Optional- <5

KAME Squadron New
ADDRES S Renewal
CITY, STATE ZIP

The gquestion nas
in the 99337S?"

i,ow that's a good question. .Phere are considerations which would bar
one froa meabership, but they aretoo horrible to put into orint in this
family publication. 2lobody has been blackballed yet.

srisen, " hat are the qualifications for wembershiy

George

NO¥ HEAR THIS

Fellows, we would like to get any old addresses of
gh 0%ers which you may have. No matter that they are fronm
E$19).2 or 19/43; we have a secret pipeline into which we
pour them, and the current addressss come out the other
end about eight ‘:onths later. e then bombard them
‘with Hewsletters, and Lo, they appear at reunions.

m ] So send the old addresses, you aear?
formed hisown firm, ~ 5p
ln-u-:.%-h-nuy on Northeast

LOST AND FOUND

LesT
Jack Strasberg Auvburn CA 1950

1'0UED

288 Charles R. Gorsuch Rt. 2, Orchard St. "i. Brattleboro VT 05301 ﬁug
304 Paul “Spears 1813 Bonanza ‘lay “odesto CA 25350 1

305 Alfred li. wWertz P,0.30x 313 Trenton NI 08183 346
305 J.3{Fowler 1563 Yurok Orange Ci 92667 348
307 Rich&rd C. Vaughan Gem. Delivery Kinitz 4V 25973 346
308 #.J.lrawka 712 Payne Ave. =rie PA 16503 347
309 Ing. Alessandro Gafarelli- Viale l.antegazza 51- Rimini (Italy) 117037 Assoc
310 Steve 3irdsall 31 Parkland Rd., liona Vale 2103, Sydney, .lustralia Ass.
311 !¢chard J. tcGee 1908 11th St. S.J Great Falls uT ;ggoh 346
312 Louis Steffensmeler Box 397 Dodge 2 05633 348
313 Paul K. ¢rider 2527 Letterkenny Rd. Chambersburg PA 17201 346

1

P8

Tom Read - Dec. 31 1GHl Genevievs Read informs us taat lom was fatally
gored by the bull at their dairy farm in lLiichigan on l.ew Year's ZHve.

Tom will be greatly missed by all who knew him. :le was a good friend.

The Reads have one son and one daughter.

¥ - %

Joe Relter ~ Jan 15, 1982

Dear lir. Coen

I wranted to inform you that my husband Joe Reiter died on Jan. 15 1932
of a heart attack. H e was with the !15th - 99th 3omber Group. So rany
times I have listened to the things that happened to him while ne was in
the service.
He was dedicated to !ils country and his family. Joe leaves nis wife,
a ciaughter, two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Sincerely

trs. Joe Relter

®
Col. /. Hampton -
Dear Gzorge
Colonel i. Hampton of thne [16th died recently in Orlando, Flo-
e was a former kemwhian,
Sincerely Yours
Adrian P.

rida.

s{ilson
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