09BG NEWSLETTERMAR Jois2

€64 East Baly. Btrcet
Bradford Pa 16701
9 Lec 1988

Ceorgt F Coen
2908 Aliso Dr NE
Albuquerque SM 87110

Dear Coen<

Glad Lo hear from you. I retired in 1957 at Ksesler A¥E 31 July and lived in
Geautier ¥iss 4 mwiles wvest of Pascugoula until ¥sy 1976 vhen I sold ay home and
nmoved back to Pa close to vhere I wae borm and rsised before entering west Point
3 July 1925. ¥y firat wife& mother of @y two daughters died of a heart attack in
Jube 1970 andi{nl974 I wet s high scbool sveetheart who had lost her husband end
ve married 1 Oct 74. I tried to convert her to a southernar without success eo
wov:.d back North.

I wlll give you the few addreeses I have noton yourlist,
J¥ Btumo, 1460 Carriage lara, New Berlin , wis 53151

¥alden K Jackeon, 3569 Timotby Wuy, Riveraide, CA, 92506

¥ b Hampton, 1608 Gay Dr, Orlando F1, 32803

weyns E Thurman, 1920 Spruce Dr, Erie, Co, 80516

¥arren B Whitwore, 635 SolsfloPrado, Coral Gables, FL, 33156

I vas able to attend the first two reunione at Sioux City and Chicago,lienderson
drove o ver from Paneszcola to end we flew to 6hicagoin ry plene for that onsy, I was
unuble to attend the 3rd one in Chicago snd intersst flagged and plens for futwie
ores dropped.

J F Bruno tried to write a book on the 99th snd I mupplied him with eore pictures
and data but 1 guese he could never coupleteit and get published. He might have
some addrecses for you.

Aleo Bob Elliot,348th, organized & reunion of the 348th in Laa Vegas. Kot too wany
came und every thing so expsnaive that futureiones were dropped.Everyone have besn
separated too leng nd some of the enthusia:m has worn off I guesa. 1 think Whitmore
could supply Bob Elliots addren.e® . Whitmors wvrotems about it. I couldnt go.

Fedonuld and Burrell died of Cancer. Sarosy is «lso ;one -heart I think.I supjose
there ars nany more that I dont hear about. Bermicb my Bubardier was killed on_
a training mission in Tex not long after his retwrn back from the wer. He wae a
Biloxi, FS boy and hie nams is on Wer Monument there.I wat hie mather while at
Eeceler.

The 99th was @y fuvorite comsand und I thoroughly enjoyed traiming it, leading it
to North Africa snd leading it thru the firet 50 miseions. Keeping 1ts wewory slive
by a Historical society ie comnenduble mrd I'm proud to join and help supportrit.
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1 My typing 1e terrible Lut mure legible than my hendwriting and I dont have those
skillful eecretarys I had before ratiring. I hope you will excusa the mistakes.

I vill be 76 Jan 28tk 81, have a lot of spare parts end a right hip transplant
rad a vonderful wife Betty to help me along but m ke no promiese tomattend your
meetings. If I can beoffielp I will.

With best regards arnd werry x'mes.

= it oz

L P
Dear General Upthegrove;

' It 1s a rare treat to get your letter and to find that you are well.

: Wie are very proud that you approve of the Soclety, and we are proud to
have you as a member. We have saved card No. 1 for you, and by actlion of
the Doard you are invited to accept a Life Newbership.

Sincerely
George
EEE T

Dear George,

Rec'd the new list of 99ers this date and here are a few more names.

Spealking of L.T.Boatwright, J.H.Whitmore, Virgil W. Taylor, Phil J. Sweeney,
and the writer were 1in Group Operations in Walla Walla and Sloux cilty. I'm
sure he remembera Warren Whitmore, wholled the Group on the firat mission over

or s. He 1is located in Jax Fla.

“omgiﬁcgt?ggving the service in 19&5 I've been back to Rome twice. Love the

piace, and I'm not Itallan. '

,Like to have been in Amarillo,

""Enclosed find my application for membership-1981.

: ! Best regards to all

Walter Fletcher

— A

Dear George,

I received the material in regards to the 99th Bomb Group

Historical Soclety. Congradulatione for the fine Jjob you are doing
"in regards to setting up, organization and finally getting thils
project off the ground. I know some of the problems you zre running
into for I was involved in a similar deal myself getting the Ex-POWS
formed here in Jerssy., Well now possibly after all these years, some
of the fellowe will take time and enough pride in jolning togeather
once agaln and reectivate some old memories of the old 99th B,Q.
The fact still remaine, we need national publicity in order to put

( g togeather a viable organizatione.

Yes, I want to be included in the organization with all of you,
{ Enclosed you will tind my check for $10,00, take $5.00 for dues and
the extra $5.00 and put it to any use you may have.

George, I've done some research in regards to the old outfit
and have in my possession material such as three rolls of micro-
film records of the 99th and some additional information, If in
the future you would care to have any of this material, let me know
and I'11 be glad to see that you get 1it,

There are a conple of questions that I have, maybe you can give
me some kind of an answer; First; Do you have any idea as to the
status of our old £.0, Col. Faye Upthegrove?

Sacondj What was the insignia of the 346th Sqd?

Well George, maybe 1f the '"good Lord's willing and the creeks
don't riee,” I'll see you all in April. Kesp in touch,

- i ltegards,
Thanks, Ralph. Ralph Kramer

.



Dear George, 3

This 1s in answer to your letter of Aug. 2. (Prompt, aren't .
gog :re busy, & I appreciate you taking the time to wrgt;; also tg:)newlnggggr

pdate.

Bofore going further, I noticed two names on the update roster, both of
whom were in my squadvon. I called one who was our licss and supply,(PX) officen
James Seacord { it 1s misspelled on the roster). Anyhow he has been deceased
for two years. The other name was Joseph G. Celline, (lie was a M?Sgt. & asst.
line chief in tho 3li7th}. I wrote to him, but the letter was returned to me.

I mention thils for the record.

I called Sam Dunn,&D.G.Brewer. D.G. told me the story of Lt. Hunter { hit
in his chute over Foggla). I did not know about this, George. ™Was he hit
by flak or a fighter?

Now, George, awout your letter. Thanks for filling me in about your squa-
dron, code names of locations, etc. We wore at/La Senla, Oran for a week after
wo got off the ship. They got us back in shgpe by having us tear up the metal
strips we all know so well that passed for landing strips, Those were the
days.
y‘[ou sald you flew your 50th Sept. 18, 193 & went to E1 Aouina at Bizerts,
where your brother was. MNot to argue the point, but E1l Aoulna was the main
field at Tunis, George. I spent many hours goilng-back and forth be tween our
base at Oudna, getting supplies or taking off wrecks there. As for Blzerte,

I spent days in my 6 x 6 taking supplies there which were loaded on an LST
on which I travelled to Taranto, Italy.

Speaking of Blzerte, I'll never forget the time our Tech Supply (Hdqtrs)
Warrant Officer & another Sgt. & myself flew by B-17 one Sunday to Tunis and
then went to Blzerte by truck to bring back some airpilane jacks. ihat a hassle]

We were Junt dressed in khakis. The Itallan POW's didn't want to help load
o9 1t was thelr day off, so our officers had to promise them lMonday of!‘_.t

nded up where we did most of the work & got dirty as all get out! It was
igteand bo?, wore we madl A?i %ﬁidei the: ézyt:go?omb bay, and you know how

things were! 8 1n on
hea;yazhgggking %orward to the day when we can all get together.
With bast wishes. Sincerely  Frank English, 3l7th

Dear Frank:

Your mention of La Senla brought back a memory or two. We had an
engine replaced there, and my brother Jack, a member of the base personnel,
went up with us to slow-time the engine. We took along a load of practice bombs
for Fete Bulkeley, our Bombardier, to play with. The engine malfunctioned at
once, so llenderson and Imrie feathered it. I think it was Number ). Ve were
told later that the rings had been installed backward. ¥We then proceeded to
bomb the practice target out on the Sebkret d!' Oran on three engines, making
one practice run per practice bomb. By the time we reached the last bomb, Jack
was a bilt anxlous, to put i1t mildly, and I must admit that the feathered prop

was easlly visible from the nose. However, as I remember, Henderson and Imrie

greased the B.T.0.onto the metal runway without incident, except that the sub-
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sequent engine change caused us to be left behind when the 99th mnved up to

Navarin. A 1ittle Mediterranean storm then put the runways under water, causing
us to be a week late for the political discussiohs. So the NMilo A/D raid on
fpr. 5 was our first.

You asked about Hunter. I remember a pllot from Utah {lylng Vvicki
on a Foggla rald. The 99th massaged the target and turned off. Hunter had
an engine afire but he nursed the plane along for about 120 miles, vhen the
flames blossomed out and reached the.main spar. Bob "Punjab" Imrie photographed
the sequence of events, and various newspapers printed the photos later. Impact
printed them under the title "Parachutes Pay Off". The waffletails mistook burn-
ing fuel cells for parachutes. Similarly, the tail of the aircraft was advertised
as a German fighter although we were not under attack at the time. The engines on
both wings kept on churning. We saw no parachutes, but somebody might have gotten

out, Does anybody kno

)ACHUTES Here's How They

ok i e

u ﬂa»}» J:Jf laH r-.ag,_ RY

{ 1. ENGINE SMOKING, THIS B17 AS BEEN HIT BV NAZI FIONTER 2 STILL AFIRE, RAT CONTINUES

Pay Off When the Clutch |s On

|
[. IN FORMATION OVER FOQGIA 1. R-17 LOSES \\IN(I AND TWO MEN IU\IL{IUT LEFT: ENEMY P!GITTF'R



Dear George; 5

I hope you received the picture I aent of the 3),7th inaipgnia.

I don't know If you are aware of 1t, but there arc two books which are

very pood that contain lHistories of Squadrons and Groups.

First; Combat Squadrons of the Alr Force, world Warlf., It (sives complete
historles frow origin to end, with pictures of insignia. The 3n7th insignia
was different from what I had, but the present insignia was approved 11 ﬁay
195l. This book is sold by the Government Printing Office.

Second; Air Force Combat Units of World War II., 'Thils book contains his-
tories af all combat Groups with Insignia and pictures. 'fhe publisher 1is
Franklin vatts, Inc., 575 Lexington Ave. How York 22.

I also have a book, The Army Alr Forces in World war II, Cowbat chronology,
1941-1945. It 1ists all operations from Dec. 7, 1941 to Sep. 15 19Ii5. There
1s en abundance of information in all three of these books.

fhey proved interesting to me bocause when the war ended I was transferred
to the 301st Group, B-17's; then to the 46®th Group, B-2li's; which I flew into

the Z of I. I was supposed to go to B-29's but the war ended, so I ended up

In a fighter Group.
1 hope to meet you at ona of the meetings, maybe in April.
Sincerely
Michael J. lleffran
483
Bi you all

Sure enjoyed hearing frowm someone from the past, Have not seen any one from
the old ontfit since I saw Col. Seacord 5 days before he passed away.

I am worlking outside the ZI most of the time but I hope to be around when
thev have a ret-togceather, and be there. I have some pictures from ¥atertown
S.D., 1943, Horth Africa, 1943; end Italy 19}l & 19!|5, liope someone could tell
me wno is in then.

I have one son, 23 years old.
best wishes
Bernard C. Rogers

Danr deorge

thank ron for keeping us all undated on your activities and especially
thank you for the job of organlzing and searchling you have undertalken.

I nave some clues for you on the whereabouts of some of the old gang.
You listed Fay Upthegrove 1in iioblle; he 1s a retired 11?7Gen USAF¥ and was the
first Group Comander in the combat environment in MNorth Africe. Col. Schwan-
beck, th2 last comisander in the combat environment in Italy, 1s now a retired
Coloncl USAF and lives In Arizona.

o1 3c1l who was the Group llavigator late in the war at Foggla 1s work-
ing for the Pensacola lorlda newspa?er. Charley Zalonka who was a lead Bomb-
ardlerfi:avigator was killed in a B-30 crash sometime in the late lj0's or early
50tg. ilis hope towm (and mine) wagPottsville, PA. Herb lloldsombeck retired
as a colonel fron the Alr Force about 1970 or *71. His last Duty station was
Vandenborg AF3, California vhere he was the comnander of the Space and Misslile
Systeas Organization (SAi1S0)} Test ¥ing. He was a pllot in 3 0th Squadron, I
think.

Sincerely yours
Bob Duffy

wirde

Bro. Coen
Sounds like the start of s good organization. I'm enclosing 35.00 for

membership.
I see you werc in the lil6th too, but over the years I've forgotten and

the 11st of names you sent was greatly appreciated.
Charles Scheu

L it



Dear George. 6
George, right after Th nksglving I'1l locate my files on the 99th Bomb Group
Reunion and send you the maillng list that I have. I don't know how many are
st111l alive but I'11l cooperate with you 100%. I'1ll give all the info I have
and we'll see what the end results will be.
sincerely
Ed Zawlla
Thanks, Ed. We all appreclate your efforts to make the Chilcago Reunlomns
the successes that they vere. I attended ln 1961, and that 1s what gave me
the cour,ge to start thls Soclety. Thanks agailn.
Sincerely, George.
Wt
Dear George:
I read with Interest your last letter Describing the events of the Oc-
tober 18th "minil-reunion" in Amarillo.
I'm certain that after the roster of the 99th Bomb Group 1s expanded
our future reunions will [ar excesd the small turnout in October.
I'm pleased and honcred to Le given the opportunity to become a member
of the newly-formed 99th Bombardment Group Hlstorical Soclety.
most sincerely Raymond L. Nestor

Dear Ray;

Yes, our growth rate 1s at present a steady 230% per month. I have set

up a tour of Kirtland Field for the Group and have estimated 4O persons, but
they will have a second bus ready just in case. We plan a tour of the non-
maetallic trestle, the solar facility, and the atomic wiseum on Friday a.m.

That leaves us 2 1/2 days for the rest of the festivitles, vhich are still

being organized. See you there George

L3
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Dear Georges

99th mission report and roster recelved and appreciated; my
apologles for this delayed response but other requirements kept me from
my desk. I did telephone L. R. Tipton in El Cajon and tried to find a
number for R. L. Nestor in San Diego. Tipton (an englneer with the
original group) and I had a nostalgic 20 minute conversation but
couldn't lock on to any mutual friends.

The and addr of 99ers I mentloned are attached. If
more are located I will foxward them. Meanwhlle, best hotlday wishes.

Warm Regards,

B111 Holt
»”
Fellows, we are indebted to Bill for finding General Upthegrove's address,
as well as for conslderable encouragement and help. Thanks, B11ll
George

4330
Dear George:-

Couldn't make 1t to Amarillo. Hope to make 1t to Albuquerdque. Was looking
over my old records and found the orders sending the original Group overseas,
all 35 crews. Thought you'd 11ke to see it. I also found my log for the
trip & all of my combat missions and some plctures, mostly of the men in the
h16th. Hope to bring them along with me 1in April.

Take care of yourself Sincerely Sam Dunn
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Dear Sam;

Sure 1s good to hear from you Thanks a

. gain for flying that
g:gvgngoland putting my name down. I owe you a short goog fog tgizsézg.to
o 0ll you that I stopped by to see Frank Was'! mother in 1950 and she

iﬁg tgaf F:ank wasikilled at Harvard in a B-29 on take-off. ile was instruct-

an ost an engine on takeoff, and I suppose h -
o e Shaar, 8 ppose he had one of those 15-year-

I didn't keep any records because I fi d

gured T wouldn't come back. Sometimes
when my eleven grandchildren are passing 1n reviecw I reflect on that. That's
one more estimate I could have improved u pon.
George
fedit
Dear "Trig",

After repeated missives from you without even the courtesy of an aclmow-
ledsemant from me, I have finally concluded that you will think me an unworthy
lnlber i1f I continue to be silent. ( I remember that 1ittle verse "There's
nothing finer than a 99er; nothing keener than a l1ber). I'm nelther fine
nor keen, but I do very much appreciate your continuing to write to me with-
out a response.

Your December, 1980 Newsletter arrived today, and Rosemary and I both read
with 4nterest your description of how you got into the reunion bustness. ( And
where did you get the logos?)

On October 1, 1980, I retired after 35 years with United Alrlines. For the
past several years I had been resgonsible for Personnel dminisgxatio ir
the Flight Operations Division, which 1s made up of a total of 5500 7&7,"50-10
DC-8 727 and 737 pilots and about 1500 ground personell-- administrative,
dispatch, crew scheduling, weather services, etc. Out of the 35 years with
United, all of which were most fulfilling, I found the last seven most enjoy-
able. To a large measure, this was because the spirit of aamaraderie which
exists 1n United's Flight Operations Division is so akin to that which pre-
vailed 1n the !}1fth and throughout the 99th.

Sincc the lasb Christmas Greeting was about a year ago I don't belleve you
were aware of the surgery which I experienced on larch 12, 1940. On February
1ly T wes given a treadmill test to determine how things wero going with ~y ticlke
or. Following that test, the cardiolor;ist scheduled a Cardiac Cathsaterization
to determine arterial blockape. It was discovered that all of my arteries were
severely blocked. Surgery was scheduled for lar. 12, and on that date I un-
derwent an open-heart proceddére which involved a quadruple bypass, performed
by removing veins from the lef;s and grafting them around the bloclied arteries
in tho heart. This form of open-hesrt surgery has been very successfully
carried out in particular in the last 12-I5 years. In my case, it was, thank
God, very successful; I was in the hospital only nine days and returned to
full-time work 5 1/2 weeks after the operation.

I had planned to retire June 1, but with the schedule interruption caused
b¥ tho hospltalization, 1t was decided that T would remain on the job until
October 1, to finish a major organization study that I was working on. It was
concluded and implemented by Labor Day and the balance of September was dev-
oted to tying loose ends. Now I am in the rocking chair, but after 7 years
of full-time work (including service in the Air Corps), I don't feel the least
bit puilty.

We have seven grandchildren, and between them and golf,time is well taken
up with interesting experiences.

Your reunion schedule looks interesting; I will give serious planning consid-
eration to April in Albuquerque as a minimuim,

My congratulations to you for yourcontinued dedication to the 99th and the
1116th and the friendships that were formed in those magic days.

Sincerely
Andy Collins
Dear Andy
Best v/1shes in your retiremnet, and we all hope to sees you in April.
Rosemary will enjoy 1t too. Sincerely

Georyre
15
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Near George:

Would you please keep me informed regarding the reunion
of the 99th Bomb Group in April. I was with the 346th Squadron
in Foggia, Italy in 1944-45.

Also, has the Group ever written up a history, or anything
like that? I would be most imterested in any such material.
Thanks very much.

Sincerely,
YAE A

BT Y

Russell M. Traunstein

thinges and we may find a historian arong us.
-

————aievme e i : N Y el Y mie M ~

» 3 i

Dear Russ

I know of no history, but as the letters coma in I'm finding out lots of
Best wishes GI'C

- . LI T
1 would like to correspond with any member of the 93th B.G. who knew

Lt. Roy H. Auchterlonie, navigator on "Luoky Lady". He lost his 1ife rot-
urning from his }j5th mission in a lending crash in N. Africa August, 19h3.

Carol M, Fair, 170lj Pike Ave.., Carroll, Iowa, 51401
# 4 -

PROGRESS REPORT
11l Members as of 1l Feb. 1981 - Hew roster in late February.
# 4 £
REUNION SCHEDULE
Albuquerque, NM April 10-12 See attached Schedule.
Rapid City, 3SD July 18 at Holiday Inn, I-90 and LaCrosse.
Contdct Mike Yarina, Phone gos-zss-hzae. Fairbu rn, SD.
Harlingen, TX Oot. Still tentative. Looation may be changed.
“  # B
WANT ADS ’
Does anybody have one of those leaflets that said "ie are your friends"?
Or the words to "Over tho 111"t Or a picture of the sinking of the Tri-

este?

BOOK REVIEWS
Flydn g Fortrees, Ed Jablonski, 1965, Doubleday.

' A very good book. Describes how Boeilng almost went back to boat builld-
ing when they couldn't market the B-17 in 1939. Also, page 109 hes a pioture
of that 97th plane cut almost half in two.

The H iroshima Pilot, William Bradford Hule, 196li, Cardinal.
Plenty good. Ruie hack-tracked the story of Claude Eatherly to 1its
roots and then wrote this hfography.

Mother America, Cprlos Romulo. An eye-opener, especially for thos 4
remember Carlos Romulo's visit to Bolse in Sgp. léh?.p i racgmnend tgig g;:
to my children after they get past the protest stags.

Green Beach, Jamee Leasor,1975, Dell.

An account of the rald on the radar station at Dieppe.

#  # o
o — . L ks
- TAPS o
R.M.Whyte passed away at his home in Plerre,
Arthuryw. SePew died of a heart attack in November,

Seuth Dakota 1n November,1980
1979 in Indiana.

%X’L fVC‘}/t#rl" May .".l‘f





