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Another great Reunion is over, and it was a great success thanks to the 
tireless efforts of Jim and Marge Smith. 

I also thank Arkie Clark for the great job he did running the Hospital
ity Room. It isn't an easy job. With different tastes from different 
parts of the country, and advanced age creeping up on us it's more or 
less what our pills let us drink. Before a jug of corn squeezing and a 
jug of wine was all we needed. I also thank the Site Committee for 

·picking a very nice Springfield hotel. The members complained of too 
much food served. One spouse would order the food and an empty plate so 
the food could be split to share the large food servings. Jim and Marge 
arranged some good entertainment. One night they presented a fine Magic 
act in the Hospitality Room. For our banquet night we enjoyed a young 
ladies' Twirlers & Drill Team from Edwardville, Ill. American 
Legion Post. These young ladies were age 13 & 16 years. Their theme was 
a salute to the Armed Services. Very touching. 

The following members were elected to the Board of Directors for four 
( 4 ) ye a r s : A r t __ Kn i .PE. , E d mo n d _Ma r 1 ow , V i c t o r __ F ab i n i a k , F r a n c i s __ Gr a n t z , 
and Robert_Bacher. Fred Leiby_was appointed to the Board for one year 
to replace Arthur Pearce who resigned for poor health in the family, 
The following Directors were elected by the membership to the following 
offices : Ro be rt Ba ch er , �!.��j._9_�!!.!., Francis Grantz , !.!...£�-�!.��-.!.9_�!!.!., 
Walter Butler, Treasurer and Chris Christiansen, Secretarr• Fran_Grantz 
accepted my appointment to Group Chaplain for another year. I will 
appoint other members to key positions as soon as I talk to them. 

Our Reuion for 1999 will be May 4-9 at the Tucson Arizona Double Tree 
Hotel. Our Host is William Somers. More later in the Newsletter. 



• 

• • • • • • 

Dear Members: June 17, 1998 

Looking back over our conventions, I feel the success of each one is due 
largely to the consistent excellence, the variety of programs, unusual locations and 
special people volunteering to accept the responsibility. 

I want you to know how much I appreciate your tireless efforts to keep these 
conventions going. Each person working to provide these get-togethers deserves 
the gratitude of each member of the association for contributing so much interest 
and valuable time to them. 

Thank you for honoring me at the Banquet as the last wartime Commander of 

the 99th Bomb Group. It was a very privileged assignment made possible by the 

personnel of the 99th Bomb Group. 

It was good to see you again, and the visits most enjoyable. Again another 
great convention, thanks to tireless, hara workers. 

·� -

-.· � .. .i- -���-5 i'�:: _ I'���::::::. Schwanbec� Ret 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

If you plan to make a trip to New York City you can stay down town for 
$25 to $40 a day or $150 to $240 a week at the SOLDIER'S, SAILOR'S, 
MARINE'S, and AIRMAN'S CLUB located at 283 Lexington Avenue, NY 10016. 
Phone )-800-678-8443. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IN MEMORIRM 
� W I LL I R M B_. ( B ii-I) BL R K EMO RE I I 
® Midland, TX 

x�xxxxxxxxxxxx�xxx 

ELLA JOFFRION 
Sulphur, LA 

xxxxx�xxxxxxxxxxx� 

C RRL D. MITCHELL •. -.. 
Shreveport, LA . 

Members send sincere prayers and sympathies to the families and friends. 
MAY OUR COMRADES REST IN PEACE. 

• 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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THE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 

Everybody these days is talking about the ST. LOUIS CARDINALS! and MARK MCGWIRE. Why? 
Mark's handling of the bat is producing! Home Runs! From here it looks as though some records 
are headed for breaking! Lots all shout hooray! Great things are happening at the "Ball Park

#
! 

Another team comes to mind. The New York Yankees were probably the classiest team in the 
30s and 40's, and even in sports history. David Halberstam tells the story behind the old Yanks. 

"Manager Joe McCarthy was 'an old fashioned man', and is largely credited with making the 
Yankees the elite organization of baseball. They traveled first class; they always wore jackets and 
ties. McCarthy wanted them to look like professionals whenever they were in public. 'You're a 
Yankee', McCarthy would say, 'Act like one."' 

Joe DiMaggio, a well-remembered Yankee, was always conscious of his obligation to play well. 
Late in his career, when his legs were bothering him and the Yankees had a commanding lead 
in the pennant race, he was asked, why he played so hard. DiMaggio's answer was, "Because 
there might be somebody out there who has never seen me play''. 

McCarthy made the Yankees aware that someone was watching them, on the field and off. It is 
the mark of heroes - in sports and in life - to be conscious of their role as a model for others. 

Each of us is ... a role model. an example!. The Future is always watching us, taking notice of the 
way we live our lives, how we act out our faith. in progress or adversity, the way we make use of 
our gifts God has given. And from what they see in us, they form a lifestyle of their own. The kind 
of lives we lead, the example we show, as our forefathers have shown us, pretty much depend 
on how the future will have its effect on those others , who step in and out of our lives. Even in 
those times when we are not aware someone is watching us, we are influencing the life of the 
future. Joe DiMaggio's words ring loud and clear! 

"THERE MIGHT BE SOMEBODY OUT THERE WHO HAS NEVER SEEN ME PLAY" 

Have you read about "THE MAN IN THE GLASS"? 

"When you get what you want in your struggle for self 
And the world makes you 'King for a Day', 

Just go to a mirror and look at yourself And see what THAT man has to say. 

For it isn't your father or mother or wife 
Whose judgment upon you must pass, 

The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life Is the one staring back from the glass. 

Some people might think you're a straight-shooting chum 
And call you a .wonderful guy . 

But the man in the glass says you're only a bum If you can't look him straight in the eye. 

He's the fellow to please, never mind all the rest 
For he's with you clear to the end, 

And you've passed your most dangerous test If the guy in the glass is your friend. 

You may fool the whole world down the pathway of years 
And get pats on the back as you pass, 

But your final reward will be heartache and tears If you've cheated the man in the glass." 

Until next time, God walk with us and keep us strong! 
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My love to ya'II! 

Chapl�Fran 
t1futv�/ 



NEWS, NOTES, LETTERS & IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

FLAK FROM EDITOR BERNIE:. • THANKS to Jim and Marge Smith for a 

GREAT Springfield reunion in May. All enjoyed the hotel, food, Branson, 

MO shows, and especially the bull sessions in our Hospitality Room. • • 

A time for remembrances of years ago when we were young and called upon 

to do a man •s work. Combat crew members could go home after completing 

50 missions, but the GREAT ground support men and women were required 

to remain year after year. Many heartfelt THANKS from the flying mem

bers!! • • •  Fran Grantz asked me to present a plaque to Ray Schwanbeck 

the last combat Group Commander of the 99th. My remarks went something 

like this. "Friends, this is Colonel Ray . Schwanbeck who was not pro

grammed to be the 99th Commander, but through unusual circumstances he 

became boss January 2, 1945. Colonel Pete Glassford was assigned to the 

99th, and had flown locally several times. He was combat ready to take 

over from Colonel Ford Lauer who had completed his 50 missions on 

December 27, 1944. I finished my 50 missions on December 28, 1944 which 

made my 100th combat mission when added to the 50 missions I'd flown in 

the South Paci fie. On December 29, 1944 Colonel Glass ford as Group 

commander led the mission to Insbrook. Through some screw up he got in 

the nose of the lead airplane of Al Schroder' s Squadron to help the 

navigator and bombardier find the target and everything went wrong • •  

• •  There was havoc, disaster, etc. The next day Colonel Glassford was 

gone! The 99th needed a new Commander! On January 2, 1945 as I checked 

out to return home I met Colonel Ray as he checked in as the new 99th 

Commander. We said hello, I had known Ray with the 19th Bomb Group in 

Australia in 1942. Ray did a great job with the 99th, I said a bunch 

more". Ray responded with thanks, etc. for remembering him with the 

plaque • • • •  Ray had been in Italy as Vice Commander of the 463rd Group 

for about four months and had flown several combat missions as group 

leader. He was, therefore, available, able and qualified. He had known 

Colonel Lauer before. He was called to report. He did. 

####################################################################### 

If you like cruises get in touch with Jules Horowitz. He wants to plan 
a 99th BGHS cruise. 3507 Oaks Way, #911, Pompano Beach, FL 33069 

For a family get together get in touch with our current president, Bob 
Bacher. 692 N. Abbe Road, Elyrin, OH 44035. 
*********************************************************************** 

New member Michael J. Bucci, 347th Squadron Bombardier known then as 
ORLANDO would appreciate your getting in touch with him if you knew him 
or any crew member. Address is 1319 Walnut st., South Connellville PA 
152 5 

, 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

The Mighty MO (Battle Ship Missouri) is being towed to 
Hawaii where it is to be moored next to the Battle 
Memorial to show the beginning and end of ww II. 
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Pearl 
Ship 

Harbor, 
Arizona 

NEWS, NOTES, LETTERS & IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Norris Domangue, Jr. 
17016 Traverse Circle 

Jupiter, Florida 33477 

Dear Roy, 

June 19, 1998 

Thi� cropped photo was taken in front of El Diablo, when I returned from debriefing in 
Ban. I was the squadron lead navigator on Warren Christiansen's flight to Weiner 
Neustadt, (suburb of Vienna). Ten of the eleven man crew bailed out over Yugoslavia on 
August 23, 1994. We were rescued five days later, thus the debriefing and this PR photo. 
Warre� as you probably remember, flew the plane back to Foggia, solo!! I don't know 
what, 1f any, data you want, but here is a capsule. 

2nd Lt. Norris Domangue, 347th. Squadron Lead Navigator, originally navigator for 
Capt. J�� Plummer's original crew. Bailed out over Yugoslavia, August 23, 1994, on 
22nd mission. Returned to duty and completed 4 7 missions. I was recalled to duty in 
1951, sent to Guam , and as navigator for a weather Squadron, penetrated the "eyes' of 
fourteen typhoons 

UPCOMING REUNIONS 

TUCSON in 1999. Plans are afoot with Bill Somers, Len Smith and their committee 
for a great time together in Tucson. In a related article in this issue, they need 
your input on some of the opportunities they have found available for us in that 
area. Get your responses to them and let's have a great time at the 1999 
Reunion. The dates are May 4 - 9, 1999. Year 1999 Reunion of 99th BGHS in 
Tucson! 

SEATTLE in 2000. Mary Ann Bonnick and her Committee are working up plans for 
a return to Seattle. We were there 15 years ago for the 50th anniversary of the B
l 7. Plans are underway for a great celebration in honor of the milestone of the 
65th of the Flying Fortress. The folks in the Northwest will have a fine program to 
welcome us. Tentative plans are for our Reunion to be held the third week in 
May. The plans are fluid at this time, as contacts and follow-ups are being 
made. We can tell you there are some excited folks in the Pacific Northwest who 
are looking for our return. Year 2000 Reunion of 99th BGHS in Seattle! 

SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES 2001. Ed Marlow has graciously consented to head 
our Site Committee and be the Host for the 2001 Reunion. Ed is open to location 
suggestions and will talk to anyone about the Year 2001 Reunion of 99th BGHS 
in the Southeast! Some interesting possibilities lie ahead for this second millenium 
reunion. We'll talk more as plans continue being made. 

�e President 

Pages 



NEWS, NOTES, LETTERS, & IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONTINUED 

Dear Bernie: June 6, 1998 

In one of our conversations, you requested a photograph of me which 
might be used in the Newsletter. I've located one that was taken by the 
Squadron photographer as I and others were boarding the plane for Naples; 
having finished my missions. 

At the Springfield Reunion, we were reminiscing about our experiences in 
Naples as we were preparing for our return to the US. I recalled having four 
photos taken during missions which were passed by the censor; much to my 
surprise. You asked if I would send them to you. The picture taken on the 
Vienna mission was the same as used in Dick Drains book. The targets are 
listed on the back, however, I do not know what target was hit in Rumania. It 
appears to be a railroad marshalling yard. 

There is no need to return any of these photos, I have made copies of 
them. 

Mercedes and I are gearing up for our 50th wedding anniversary 
celebration which our children are having at Lake Wawasee in northern Indiana 
at the end of this month. It should be a memorable occasion. We understand 
that there are 108 friends and relatives planning to attend. 

Our best wishes for an enjoyable and pleasant summer season. 

(The aerial mission photos Len mentions 
/'""YYf <:t- l:J in his letter, above, can be found on page v' / r Cf ,.. 

thirty following.) Mercedes and Len Hopen 

Belated 50th Wedding Anniversary 
like it was quite an affair! • •  

greetings to Mercedes and Len. Sounds 
• Roy Worthington, fellow crew member. 

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ 

Dear Walter: • • •  I'm legally blind so please excuse the writing which 
I do using a large magnifying glass. I •m adding a postscript to the 
SWEATER GIRL article recently printed in our newsletter. When we moved 
to our first combat base the construction was not quite finished, so we 
f 1.e w to a no the r B -1 7 b as e a b o u t 9 m i 1 es a w a y • We s 1 e pt u n d e r the w i n g s 
and & were to fly to our new base the following morning. I picked up 
some order from the Colonel, and by the time I was ready to land all 
others had already landed. A service road crossed the parallel runways 
from S.E. to N. W. I was landing to the west. A canvas covered 6x6 
approached the runway and stopped as it should have. Just as we were 
about to stall out for the landing the truck pulled out onto the 
runway. With full power I made a shallow turn to the right lifting the 
# 1 engine barely a foot over the 6x6 truck and staggered to the right. 
I still vividly remember the first man out of the truck diving head 
first to the runway surface. So SWEATER GIRL made it into combat by no 
more than 2 seconds. The men in the nose don't even remember it!!! 
• • •  Sincerely, s/Keith Windrum, Original Pilot of sweater Giri. 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@8@@@@@1@@1@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@1 
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NEWS, NOTES, & MISC. 
Dear Bernie: • • •  I'm sure you will not remember me at the Baltimore 
reunion, but will possibly recall my wife Feren who helped you keep the 
money straight while you sold emblems • • • •  None of the 3 known crew 
members of our crew (Bob Neeley, 348th Pilot) could make it to the 
Springfield reunion. I hope we can all make it to Tucson. Bill Somers, 
Jack Patterson, and I are the only ones of our crew that we know about. 
We know that 4 are deceased. We cannot locate our copilot, navigator, 
or ball turret operator • • • •  I received my copy of the 99th Group re
cently published book which brought back alot of memories. I noted one 
error, however. The report on the April 25, '45 mission to Lenz stated 
that no bombs were dropped. I know ours were dropped, however. 
Two yea�s ago Fern and I met a former Austrian anti-aircraft gunner who 
was stationed at Vienna. Lucky he was a bad shot! We were visiting his 
home one evening. He got out a German book which showed the picture I'm 
enclosing of Lenz on April 30, '45. It sure appears that we did some 
damage. Another photo which I had showed the smoke rising from the 
explosions. On that particular mission we thought Jack Patterson our 
tail gunner was killed. As soon as we got off the target Bob N called 
and asked me to check on Jack as he did not answer our intercom check. 
Just as I got to the tail wheel Jack waved to me that he was OK. Flack 
had knocked out his intercom so he could not receive or transmit. Jack 
attended MJchigan State after the war and knew an American who was a 
Ge rm an P 0-W • 0 n th a t m i s s i o n he w a s on a h i 11 a b o v e Len z a n d c o u l d s e e 
the bombs drop, and said it was awsome. He had seen other Lenz 
bombings and said this one topped them all. Bernie, you are 
welcome to use this photo for anything you think would be interesting. 
Possibly the book publisher did not use it since the printed copy said 
that the April 25th mission did not drop bombs. • • sure was good to 
see you in Baltimore, hope to see you in Tucson • • • •  Don Power, 348th 
Squadron, 1st Mission 11/18/44, Last Mission (30th)4/25/45 • 

W'IW ll'IIIB'IRS 
FR. MICHAEL J. BUCCI (Formally Known as ORLANDO) 347th Squadron 

1319 Walnut Street, s. Connellville, PA 15425 

JOHN DODDRIDGE, P. O. Box 1328, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 

PAUL A. HAZELTON, 541 North Spruce Street, Traverse City, MI 49684-1441 
346th 

CBAXG'I OP ADDRESS 
DELBERT D. LAUDNER, 3105 Jamacha View Drive, El Cajon CA 92019 

Walter Butler presenting a copy of the re
cently published Diamon Back History 
Book to George Coen, long time, capable 
99th BGHS historian. Presentation was 
authorized by the 99th Board of Directors 

: at the Springfield reunion. Walter volun-
: teered to drive to Durango, CO to visit Geo. 
at his daughter's (Pattie) home in Durango, 

. CO. George was surprised and pleased. 
� Thanks to Walter for a very kind mission!. 
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D e a r B e r n i e :  I j o i n e d  t h e  9 9 t h a t  R a p i d  C i t y  ( I  t h i n k ! )  a n d  wa s 
j o i n e d  b y  L t s .  G e r m a i n , B e r n i u s , A n d e r s o n , a n d  C a p t . C h u c k  Z a l o n k a . We 
a r r i v e d  i n  T o r t o r e l l a  in a u t u m n  of 1 9 4 4 . I wa s i n  c l a s s  4 3 - J  a s  
a n  a v i a t i o n  c a d e t , b u t  i n  B a s i c  ( B T - 1 3 s )  I w a s  e l i m i n a t e d  f o r  " D a n g e r 
o u s  f ly i n g  a t  l ow a l t i t u d e . "  I h a d  b e e n  a c r e w  c h i e f  o n  a B - 2 5  a t  
C o l u mb i a ,  S C  s o  I w a s  s en t  t o  H a r l i n g e n , T X  f o r  g u n n e r y  s c h o o l . T h a t ' s  
h o w  I e n d e d  u p  a s  a n  e n g i n e e r , u p p e r  t u r r e t  g u n n e r . I h a d  4 7  m i s s i o n s  
( c o u n t i n g d o u b l e s )  wh e n  t h e  G e r m a n s  s u r r e n d e r e d . I h a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r t un e  
t o  f l y h o m e  t h u s , a v o i d i n g  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  a t r o o p  s h i p  • • •  • I h a v e  a 
s t o r y  wh i c h  s e e m s  t o  a m u s e  e v e r y o n e  I t e l l  i t  t o ,  s o  f o l l o wi n g  the 
s u g g e s t i o n o n  the c o v e r  o f  our  1 9 9 8  May n e ws l e t t e r , h e r e  g oe s ! 
T h i s  s a g a  s t a r t s  i n  P h i l a d e l ph i a  i n  1 9 3 9 .  I wa s i nv i t e d t o  a 
p a r t y  by m y  b e s t  b u d d y  wh o t o l d  m e , " Th e r e ' s  g o n n a  b e  a c o u p l e  o f  n i c e  
l o o k i n g g i r l s  t h e r e . "  • H e  w a s n ' t  l y i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I s a w  a 
g a l  s i t t i n g  wi t h  h e r  u n c l e  s o  p r e t t y  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  m y  e y e s  o f f  
h e r ! o n e  t h i n g  wr o n g  h owe v e r ,  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .  • S h e  w a s  
f r om L u cc a , I t a l y , a n d  i f  s h e  wa s n ' t  t h e  l a s t  I t a l i a n  t o  l e a v e  I t a l y 
b e f o r e  t h e  w a r , s h e  w a s  c l o s e  t o  i t .  T h e  R o m a n s  s a i d , " A m o  v i n c i  
o m n i a "  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  th a t , a n d  w i t h o u t  k n o wi n g  a w o r d  o f  t h e  
I t a l i a n l a n g u a g e , I t a l k e d  h e r  i n t o  m a r r y i n g m e . S h e  c a m e  t o  
T a m p a , a n d  w e  we r e  m a r r i e d  i n  C h a p e l  # 2  o n  D r e w  F i e l d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  
I f i r s t  s a w  h e r  a t  t h e  p a r t y . • She  h a dn ' t  h e a r d  f r om h e r  f a m i l y  
f o r  a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  s o  s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  wh e t h e r  t h e y  we r e  s t i l l  a l i v e .  
T h e  f r o n t  h a d  p a s s e d r i gh t  t h r o ugh h e r  h o m e  t own a n d  t h e  G e r m a n s  w e r e  
s t i l l  d u g  i n t o  t h e  P o  V a l l e y .  • W e  h a d  w o r k e d  o u t  a s e c r e t  c o d e  s o  
I c o u l d  t e l l  h e r  whe r e  I w a s  s t a t i o n e d  { c e n s o r s , y o u  k n o w ) · S h e  
i mm ed i a t e l y  s e n t  m e  a l e t t e r  t o  h e r  m o t h e r  wr i t t e n  i n  I t a l i a n 
e x p l a i n i n g t h a t  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l  w a s  n o w  m a r r i e d , a n d  t h e  l e t t e r  b e a r e r  
wa s h e r  " M a r i t o " .  • W e l l , I g o t  t h r o u g h  twe n t y - f i ve m i s s i o n s  a n d  
wa s s e n t  t o  C a p r i  f o r  r e s t  c am p .  When we l a n d e d  a t  C a p o d a c c h i n o  i n s t e a d  
o f  t a k i n g  t h e  f e r r y  t o  C a p r i  I h o p p e d  a C - 4 7  c o u r i e r  h e a d e d  n o r t h  t o  
R o s i g n a n o . F r o m  t h e r e  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  t own o f  L u c c a  wa s n ' t  v e r y  f a r  
m e a s u r e d  i n  m i l e s , b u t  i n  t r a v e l  t i me i t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  s o m e wh e r e  i n  
o u t e r  s p a c e ! I r o d e  m u l e  c a r t s , m o t o r c y c l e s , a j e e p  whe n  v e r y  
l u c k y , b u t  m o s t l y I wa l k e d . I g o t  t o  L u c c a  a t  d u s k  a n d  t h o s e  h u g e  g a t e s  
wh i c h  h a d  b e e n  i s o l a t i n g t h a t  c i t y  f r om t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  wo r l d  f o r  
c e n t u r i e s  we r e  j u s t  b e i n g  c l o s e d  b y  t h e  M P s .  " H e y , S a r g e ,  y o u  b e t t e r  
g e t  y o u r  a s s  i n  h e r e ! "  o n e  o f  t h e m  s h o u t e d  a t  m e . A n d  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  
wh a t  I d i d . I we n t  t o  t h e  " C r o c a  R o s s a " a n d  t h e y  g a v e  m e  a b u n k  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t . I s h o we d  t h e m  m y  l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  g i r l s  who wo r k e d  
th e r e  we r e  a l l  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o m i n g  r e u n i o n o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n a  a n d  
h i s  w i f e ' s  f a m i l y . T h e y  s h ow e d  m e  t h e  r o u t e  t o  V a l d o t t avo wh i ch w a s  my 
u l t i m a t e  d e s t i n a t i o n . I n  t h e  m o r n i ng I he a d e d  u p  t h e  s o u t h  b a n k  o f  t h e  
s e r c h i o  r i v e r . A l l  t h e  b r i d g e s  we r e  b l own t o  p i e c e s , a f a c t  I r e l a t e d 
t o  C h u c k  Z a l o n k a  wh e n  I r e t u r n e d  t o  T o r t o r e l l a . H e  s m i l e d  f r o m  e a r  t o  
e a r  wh e n  h e  h e a r d . ( I n c i d e n t a l l y  h e  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a B - 3 6 c r a s h  a t  
C a r s we l l  A F B  a f t e r  t h e  wa r . )  I c r o s s e d  t h e  r i ve r  a t  P o n t  A M a r i a n o  o n  a 
r o p e  b r i d g e  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  m a i n  b r i d g e w a s  r e b u i l t . • Th e n  i t  
b e c a m e  " Do v e  L a  S i g n o r a  A l i c e  B i n i ? "  i n  b r o k e n  I t a l i a n  a n d  m a n u a l  
g e s t u r e s  u n t i l  I r e a ch e d  V a l d o t t.a vo . I w a s  l e d  t o  a n  o l d  m i l l  w i t h two 
h u g e p i c t u r e s q u e  wa t e r  whe e l s  s p i n n i n g  s l o w l y  a n d  d r i v i n g  two h u g e  
s t o n e s  wh i ch m u s t  h a v e  we i g h e d  o v e r  a t o n  e a c h . T h e y  we r e  g r i n d i n g  
c h e s t n u t s  a n d  o l i v e s . • T h e  m a n  who wa s r un n i n g t h e  m i l l I l e a r n e d  
wa s m y  w i f e ' s  u n c l e . W h e n  h e  s a w  m e  h e  s t o p p ed h i s  wo r k  a n d  p u l l e d o u t  
the o l d  f i a s c o  d i  v i n o .  T h i s  wa s a c u s t o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I n f a n t r y  h a d  
t a u g h t  h i m  wh e n  t h e y  p a s s e d  t h r o ugh p r i or t o  my a r r i v a l . I a c c e p t e d  t h e  
g l a s s  a n d  f e l t  t h e  a d r e n a l i n f l o w i n g  a s  I t r i e d  t o  f i gu r e  o u t  t h e  m o s t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y  t o  t e l l  " L a S i g n o r a  A l i c e B i n i " t h a t  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l 
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wa s my wi f e . A s  I d r an k  t h e  g o o d , p u r e , h o m e  m a d e  C h i a n t i  m y  
h o s t  l e d  m e  t o  a l a r g e  p i c t u r e  o n  t h e  wa l l  o f  t h e  l i v i n g r o o m . I t  w a s  a 
f a m i l y pho t o  a n d  m y  w i f e , a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n , w a s  f r o n t  r o w  c e n t e r ! H e  
p r o u d l y  p o i n t e d  t o  h e r  a n d  s a i d ,  " E s s a  e '  i n  A m e r i c a . "  I q u i c k l y  
r e s p o n d e d , " E s s a  m i a  m og l i e . "  I mm e d i a t e l y  a wom a n  wh o w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  
l i s t e n i n g  f r o m  a n  a d j a c e n t  r o o m  wa l k e d  i n  a n d  s a i d , i n  I t a l i a n , o f  
c o u r s e , " T h e n  y o u  a r e  m a r r i e d  t o  my d a u g h t e r . "  I h a n d e d  h e r  my w i f e ' s  
l e t t e r , we e mb r a c e d  a n d  t h e  t e a r s  s t a r t e d  t o  f l o w .  We I t a l i a n s  a r e  a n  
e m o t i o n a l  p e o p l e .  I s t a y e d  a b o u t  t e n  d a y s . I t h i n k  h a l f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n o f  T u s c a ny c a m e  b y  t o  s e e  " I l m a r i t o  d e l l a  Z i t a " .  I t o o k  
pho t o  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  e x c e p t  u n c l e  G e l f o  wh o h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  p r i 
s o n e r  by t h e  G e r m a n s  b e f o r e  t h e y  e v a c u a t e d  t h e  a r e a . H e  l a t e r  wa l k e d  
a l l  t h e  w a y  h o m e  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  G e r m a n y ! • T h e  wh o l e  t own s t a r t e d  
t e a s i n g· m y  m o t he r - i n - l aw b e c a u s e  s h e  wo u l d  s h a k e  h e r  f i s t a t  t h e  B - 1 7 s 
a s  t h e y  p a s s e d  o v e r he a d  on t h e  w a y  t o  G e r m a n  t a r g e t s .  B e f o r e  I l e f t  s h e  
p r o m i s e d  t o  s t o p  t h a t . I h i t c h e d  b a ck t o  N a p l e s  f r o m  R o s i g n a n o  i n  
a n  R A F  s i n g l e  e n g i n e  p l a n e  m a d e  o f  c a n v a s  a n d  woo d .  T h a t  s c a r e d  m e  m o r e  
t h a n  c o m b a t  m i s s i o n s ! F r om N a p l e s  t o  T o r t o r e l l a  I w a s  f o r c e d  t o  h o p  a 
B - 2 4 , ( ag a i n s t  my b e t t e r  j u d g e m e n t )  b u t  I wa s r u n n i n g o u t  o f  t i m e . ( F o r 
g i ve m e  B e r n i e ! )  I n e x t  wr o t e  a 3 6  p a ge l e t t e r  t o  Z i t a t e l l i n g  
h e r  a l l  a b o u t  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  & f r i e n d s .  Th i s  wa s t h e  t a l k  o f  t h e  
n e i g hb o r  f o r  m a n y  w e e k s .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  we b r o u g h t  h e r  e n t i r e  
f a m i l y  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  wh e r e  t h e y  s e t t l e d  i n  a n d  b e c a m e  h a r d - wo r k i n g  
A m e r i c a n s ! B e r n i e ,  I t h o ug h t  t h i s  s t o r y  m i g h t  b e  a d i ve r s i on f r om 
the c o mb a t  s t o r i e s  we s e e  i n  m o s t  of t h e  n e ws l e t t e

�- [ 
, U l y s s e s  F .  B i f f o n i  

2 3 4 9  D o v e r  A v e n u e  
F o r t  My e r s ,  F L  3 3 9 0 7 - 4 2 1 8  -

D e a r  U l y s s e s : Y o u r s  
s e n d  i t  t o  B e r n i e . 
i n  o u r  n e ws l e t t e r . 

i s  a s u p e r  s t o r y ! I • m  g l a d  y o u  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  t o  
I t  wa s wo r th wh i l e  t yp i n g  s o  i t  wou l d  p r i n t  c l e a r l y  

Y o u r  c o p y  wa s t o o  l i gh t  t o  p r i n t  c l e a r l y .  
R o y  W o r th i n g t o n  
C o m p o s i t i o n  E d i t o r  

5/26/98 Dear Roy: . . .  Enclosed is the photo I promised to send you . . . .  Mort (Magee) had just finished Basic Training in Miami, and was so proud of being in uniform (1 942) . . . .  It was great to see you in Springfield. We have m issed a few reunions these past few years. We don't fly so California and Arizona are too far to drive . . . .  Ours is a big country and it's impossible to make an 'easy' trip for everyone, that's why we love to run a mini. here. The folk who come always enjoy themselves . . . .  We enjoyed meeting all our old friends! 

�\ 
\J!f)I 

Love you all, . \ 

� --� , I "--J 1 , • • 
1 1 1 nlc:/-- llu� 

Dear Magees (Mort & Virginia): . . .  Thanks for the photo. We' II use it one of these days. We wish more 
of our members would send photo taken during their WW II service, preferably while serving with the 
99th . . . .  s/Roy Worthington 
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Helen M .  S ch a u l e r , 7 7 0  I s l a n d  W a y , # 2 0 5 ,  C lea r w a t e r , F L  3 3 7 6 7  
D e a r  M r . B a r r : .  I ' m the wi fe o f  V i n ce n t  A .  S c h a u le r . V i n ce w a s  
" c a l l e d  u p "  o n  Sep tember 2 1 ,  1 9 9 7 .  The new s l e t ter p u b l i shed h i s  
p a s s i n g .  • We h a d  been a t t en d i n g the reu n i on s  u p  u n t i l  t h a t  t i me . 

• I see b y  y o u r  M a y  1 9 9 8  News let ter y o u  a re l o o k i n g  f o r  WW I I  
p e r s o n  a 1 p h o  t o s • I have V i n c e ' s v e r I_ ___ l a r .5l e P i c t u r e A 1 b u m  w h i c h  he 
w o u l d  c a r r y  to the reun i o n s .  I w o u l d  be h a p p y  to s h a re i t  w i th t he 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . V i n ce w a s  a T / S g t . R a d i o  O pe r a t o r /G u n ne r  
w i t h the 3 4 6 th S q u a d r on when the 9 9 th w a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  1 2 t h  a n d  then 
1 5 t h  A i r  F o r ce .  He c om p leted 50  m i s s i on f r om N o r t h  A f r i c a  a n d  I t a l y .  
He w a s  c red i ted w i t h  2 9 2  c o mb a t  h o u r s  a n d  7 0 0  ope r a t i o n a l  h o u r s . 
V i nce w a s  awa r ded " The D i s t i n g u i s hed F y i n g  C r o s s "  a m o n g  o ther 
c i t a t i o n s  a n d  med a l s .  H i s  ser v i ce d a te s  were 1 9 4 2  to 1 9 4 5 . E n -
c l o sed a re 6 ph o t o s  ( V i n ce , 2 c r ew p h o t o s , a n d  t he i r  p l a ne " E l  
D i a bl o " ) ,  a n d  a c o p y  o f  h i s A r m y  expe r i en ce b e f o r e  c o mb a t .  I n  
M a y  o f  t h i s  y e a r  I v i s i ted " J ef fer s o n  B a r r a c k s " the N a t i i o n a l  
Ceme t e r y  whe re V i n ce i s  b u r ied . P re s i d e n t  & C h a p l a i n  F r a n  & M r s .  
G r a n t z  l i ve n e a r b y . I ' m s o r r y  to h a ve m i s sed the S p r i n g f i e l d  
R e u n i on ,  b u t  there wi l l  be o t he r s . I f  there i s  a n y t h i n g  I c a n  
d o  p le a s e  c o n t a c t  me . T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  ded i c a t i o n . 

� S i ncerel y ,  s / Helen M .  S c h a u l e r , Ju ne 9 8  

Helen & V i n ce S ch a u l e r , C lea rwa ter F L , J u ne 1 9 7  

H e l l o  J u les : Y o u  h a ve a n  excel l e n t  i de a ! S t a r t i n g  e - m a i l  
a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  f o r t un a te en o u g h  t o  h a ve a c o m p u te r . 
I •  m V i n ce S c h a u ler , a n d  I w a s  the R a d i o  O p e r a t o r /G un ner f o r  C o l o n el 
U p t h e g r ove on c rew e i g h t . Remember o l d  " E l  D i a b l o " ?  Remember the 
E i g h t  B a l l  p a i n t ed u n d e r  the r a d i o  oper a t o r ' s  w i n d ow? When J o se 
Ber r e l l e z  & I p a i n ted i t  o n  o u r  new B - 1 7  we d i d n ' t  k n o w  i f  i t  wo u l d  
be a c cep t a b le t o  the p i l o t . We f i g u red i t  c o u l d  be removed . • The 
" E l  D i a b l o "  as  y o u  k n o w  t r a n s l a t e s  to the dev i l  or dea t h , wh i c h  i s  
f i t t i n g  f o r  the B - 1 7  t h a t  t r u l y  i s  a n  i n s t r umen t  o f  de a t h . • The 
E i g h t  B a l l , wel l ,  the en t i re 9 9 th was beh i n d  t h e  e i g h t  b a l l ,  a n d  
m a y b e  i t  d i d  b r i n g  u s  l u c k , i f  there i s  a n y  s u c h  t h i n g . We were 
a l wa y s  the f i r s t p l a n e  o ver the t a r g e t  a n d  U p p i e t r u l y  " le a d  a n d  
c o m m a n ded " t he g r o u p  t h a t  f o l l owed h i m . • O u r  r e g a r d s ,  

Vince an d Helen S c h a u l e r  

:' 
T /Sgt. Vincent A. Schauler 

Radio Operator 

Gunner 
346th Squadron 
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A R M Y  C A R E E R  O F T / S G T . V I NC EN T  A .  S C H ADL E R , J R . 2 9  J u l y  1 9 4 4  
T h i s  wr i te u p  o f  m y  A r m y  exper i e n ces wi l l  n o t  b e  ex a c t i n g , b u t  I w i l l  
t r y  t o  m a ke i t  a s  a c c u r a t e  a s  p o s s i b l e . M o s t  d a te s  w i l l  be a pp r o x i m a t e . 
S o  o n  wi t h  m y  s t o r y . I wa s i n d u c t ed i n t o  t h e  A r m y  A p r i l  7 ,  1 9 4 2  
a t  Newa r k , N J . O n  the s a me d a y  I w a s  s e n t  t o  the A r m y  Recep t i o n  C e n t e r  
a t  F t . D i x ,  N J  • A b o u t  a week w a s  s pen t there ge t t i n g a c c u s t omed t o  
A r my wa y s . O f  c o u r se we we re t o l d  t h a t  there i s  o n l y  o n e  w a y  to d o  
a n y t h i n g  a n d  t h a t , o f c o u r se , i s  t he " A r m y  W a y " .  I d i d  m y  s h a re o f  K . P .  & 
v a r i o u s  o t her d u t i e s  s u ch a s  p i c k i n g  u p  b u t t s , p u t t i n g  u p  ten t s , 
wo r k i n g i n  the wa reh o u ses , e t c . O n  the 1 4 t h  o r  1 5 t h  o f  A p r i l  I g o t  the 
h a p p y  news t h a t  I wa s s h i pp i n g  o u t . • My t r a n s fe r  w a s  a l o n g , t i r e 
s o me t r a i n  r i de o f  f o u r  d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s  t o  Kee s l e r  F i e l d  M i s s i s s i p p i . 
We we r �  a l l  v e r y  h a ppy when t o l d  we were i n  the A i r  C o r p s . We a l l  h a d  
v i s i o n s  o f  a i r p l a ne s , b u t  s o on f o u n d  o u t  a i r p l a nes c a me l a ter . We wo u l d  
be t a k i n g  B a s i c  T r a i n i n g , a n d  t a ke i t  we d i d ! O u r  t r a i n i n g  wa s p l e n t y  
r o u g h .  We s t a r t ed d r i l l i n g  a r o u n d  7 a . m .  a n d  f i n i s hed a b o u t  4 p . m .  W i t h  
d r i l l i n g , 1 4  ho u r s  p l u s  o f  K . P .  a n d  o t her s q u a d r o n  d u t i e s  we were kep t 
m i g h t y  b u s y .  We t o o k  tes t s  wh i le there t o  deter m i ne w h i c h  techn i c a l  
s c h o o l  we wo u l d  a t t en d . I w a s l u c k y  a n d  m a de g r a de s  t h a t  m a d e  me 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  a l l  s ch o o l s .  I p i cked R a d i o  O pe r a t o r s  s c h o o l  wh i c h  
w a s a t  S c o t t  F ie l d ,  I l l .  I l e f t  M i s s i s s i p p i  a r ou n d  M a y  2 n d  a n d  3 
d a y s  l a ter a r r i ved a t  S c o t t  F i el d .  I g o t  a ver y  g o o d  i m p r es s i o n o f  
S c o t t , i t  wa s bea u t i f u l  c o u n t r y  there , a n d  eve r y o n e  s eemed t o  be v e r y  
f r i en d l y .  O n  a r r i v a l  we g o t  the u s u a l  phy s i c a l  a n d  were a s s i g ned t o  
b a r r a c k s . I s t a r ted s c h o o l  on 6 M a y  ' 4 2 .  My c l a s s  w a s  4 2 - 4 1 C .  I s pe n t  
2 2  v e r y  en j o y a b l e weeks a t  S c o t t .  S t .  L o u i s  w a s  o n l y  2 2  m i les a wa y  s o  
every weeken d w a s  s pen t i n  S t .  L o u i s . O n  J u l y  7 t h ,  ' 4 2 I met t h e  g i r l  
who i s  n ow m y  wi fe ! September 1 2 ,  ' 4 2 w a s  g r a d u a t i o n  f o r  o u r  
c l a s s . The nex t  d a y  I recei ved o r de r s  t o  the I n ter ce p ter F i g h �er 
C o m m a n d  a t  O r l a n d o , F L . F i ve l o n g  d a y s  l a ter I a r r i ved b y  t r a i n  t o  
f i n d  th a t  n o  one seemed t o  k n o w  wh a t  we were there f o r . F i n a l l y  w e  were 
t o l d  we were g o i n g  b a c k to s c h o o l . The s c h o o l  h a d  c o u r ses o n  V ery H i g h  
F r eq uen cy ( VH F )  e q u i pmen t ,  D i rec t i o n F i n d i n g , a n d  B r i t i s h Ben d i x  R a d i o .  
A f te r  a week o f  t h i s  a n  o r der c a me s a y i n g  o u r  a s s i g n men t wa s a l l  a 
m i s t a ke t h a t  we s h o u l d  h a ve been o r d e red t o  S a l t  L a ke C i t y , U t a h . S o  we 
p a c ked a g a i n  f o r  a n o t her l o n g  t r a i n  r i d e t o  U t a h . We s t o p ped a t  S t .  
Lu i s  f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s .  I , o f c o u r s e ,  c a l l ed Be l l e a n d  we wen t f o r  
a r i de i n  her b r o ther ' s  c a r  were I a s ked her t o  m a r r y  me . N o  d a te w a s  
set . I g o t  b a c k  o n  the t r a i n  fee l i n g  a l i t t l e  d i f f erent  t h a n  when I g o t  
o f f . The rem a i nder o f  the t r i p  w a s  very t i resome . I a r r i ved a t  S a l t  
L a ke C i t y  A r m y  A i r  B a s e  o n  Sept . 2 5 ,  ' 4 2 .  I t  w a s  p re t t y  r o u g h  there b u t  
I o n l y s t a yed t w o  d a y s ,  t w o  d a y s  t o o  l o n g ! I s pe n t  a n o t her d a y  o n  a 
t r a i n  t o  Gowen F i e l d ,  B o i se ,  I d a h o . Th i s  p l a ce w a s  rea l l y  h a ven . I t  w a s  
a B - 1 7  b a s e .  We were o n l y  o n  the b a se a f ew h o u r s  when we were t o l d  we 
were a s s i g ned a s  aer i a l  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s .  We were t o l d  we w o u l d  f l y  
e i g h t  h o u r s  a d a y  a n d  g o  t o  g r o u n d  s c h o o l  f o r  6 h o u r s .  The rem a i n der 
of the t i me wou l d  be o u r  o w n , n o  f u r l o u gh s  a n d  o n l y  o ne p a s s  a week i f  
t hey c o u l d  s p a re u s ,  m o s t  o f  the t i me t hey c o u l d n ' t !  I t  w a s  pret t y  i n 
teres t i n g .  F ly i n g  g o t  p re t t y  t i res ome , b u t  ever y o n e  w a s  s we l l .  
I w a s  f l y i n g  w i th a s we l l  b un ch o f  fel l o w s . G r o u n d  s ch o o l  w a s  very 
i n teres t i n g . Gen e r a l l y  we had t w o  h o u r  of  a i r c r a f t r a d i o .  C l a s se s  we re 
very i n f o r m a l .  We c o u l d  s m o ke a n d  b r i n g  c o kes a n d  s a n d w i c hes , q u i te 
d i f f erent  t h a n  S c o t t  F ie l d .  T he sec o n d  t w o  h o u r s  were s pen t o n  g u n n e r y  
t r a i n i n g  wh i c h c o n s i s ted o f  f i r i n g  o n  t h e  r a n g e  w i t h  3 0  c a l i ber 
m a c h i ne g u n s  a n d  50  c a l i be r  n o men c l a t u re & s t r i p p i n g . The l a s t  t w o  
h o u r s  were s p ent o n  a i r c r a f t  r e c o g n i t i o n , m a p  rea d i n g , f i r s t  a i d a n d  
t r a i n i n g f i l m s .  T he d a y s  we re a l l  o n  t h i s  o r de r . we s pen t o ne m o n t h  
there a n d  o n  O c t o ber 3 0 t h we t o o k  a n o t her t r a i n  r i de t o  Wa l l a  Wa l l a ,  
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f W a s h i n g to n . O n  a r r i v a l  i t  wa s r a i n i n g  l i ke the d ev i l  s o  the f i r s t  
i m p re s s i on w a s  a b a d  o ne .  A f ter a b e t t e r  l o o k  a t  the f i e l d  t he 
nex t d a y  we dec i d ed i t  wa s n ' t  t o o  b a d .  The f l y i n g  f i e l d  wa s p r e t t y  
n i ce ,  a n d  i t  wa s g o o d  t o  f i n d  t hey were u s i n g  B - 1 7 F ' s  a b i g  i mp r o vemen t 
over the E ' s  we were f l y i ng a t  B o i se .  We were a s s i g ned t o  c o m b a t  t r a i n -
i n g  c rews f o r  o ve r sea s d u t y . I ended u p  w i t h  a s we l l  b u n c h  o f  
f e l l ow s . T he S t a tes were we l l  represented . O u r  c rew goes a s  f o l l ow s : 

P i l o t  L t . F r a n k  J .  F o v i n c i  C a l i f o r n i a  
C o -p i l o t  - - - - - L t . w .  Lowr r y  - New Y o r k  
B o mb a r d i e r  - - - - L t . A l ber t Ber i n s m i t h - I l l i n o i s  
N a v i g a t o r  - - - - - L t . F l o y d  C h a f f i n  - W a s h i n g t o n 
E n g i n ee r  - - - - T / S g t .  W i l l i a m  c .  D a n n e r  - O re g o n  
R a d i o  Oper a t o r  - - - T / S g t . V i n ce n t  A .  S c h a u ler - New Jer sey 
W a i s t  G un ne r  - - - - S / S g t .  G u y  Y o u n g b l o o d  - Tex a s  
B a l l  T u r ret G u n ne r  - S / S g t . J o se Ber rel lez - A r i z o n a 
T a i l  G u n n e r  - - - - S / S g t .  - J oe H u me - O h i o  

The d a y s  a t  W a l l a  W a l l a  wen t  b y  a b o u t  the s a me a s  B o i se o n l y  the f l y i n g  
wa s o n l y  6 h o u r s  i n s te a d  o f  8 .  Wea t her g r o u n ded u s  m o s t  o f  the t i me .  
G r o u n d  s c h o o l  w a s  a b o u t  the s a me except we h a d  a i r  t o  g r o u n d  f i r i n g . We 
d i d  p len t y  o f  s kee t s h o o t i n g . I t  wa s f u n  o n  the g u nn e r y  t a r get s .  We 
wou l d  gener a l l y  f i re f r o m  t he wa i s t  p o s i t i o n s  a t  a l t i t u des o f  5 0  t o  5 0 0  
feet . • The b a d  wea ther f i n a l l y  f o rced the s u perv i s o r s  t o  o r d e r  u s  
t o  S i o u x  C i t y , I o wa . O n  the 1 5 t h  o f  N o vember , ' 4 2  we l o a ded u p  o u r  
a i r p l a n e s  f o r  the f l i g ht t o  S i o u x  C i t y .  E ven f r o m  the a i r  we fe l t  S i o u x  
C i t y w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  s we l l a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s ! We s t a yed a t  S i o u x  C i t y 
u n t i l  December 3 0 , ' 4 2 . We d i d  p l en t y  o f  f l y i n g  there , f l ew m o s t  ever y 
d a y  a s  we h a d  p l e n t y  o f  t i me t o  m a ke u p . We were u p  at a l l  h o u r s  f o r  
n i g h t  f o r m a t i o n , n i g h t  b o mb i n g ,  h i g h  a l t i t u de f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b o mb i n g , 
r a d i o  f i xe s , Q DM ' s , g r o u n d  g u n ne r y , a i r  t o  g r o u n d  g un ne r y , a i r t o  a i r  
f i r i n g ,  m o c k  c o m b a t  m i s s i o n s , a l l  t h i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g r o u n d  s ch o o l . We 
d i d n ' t  m i nd t o o  m u c h  s i nce we k new we were ge t t i n g rea d y  f o r  the b i g  
s h o w . We we r e  a p ret t y  eager b u n ch o f  g u y s . • We h a d  one t r a g i c  
n i g h t . We were a l l  u p  f o r  n i g h t  b o m b i n g  a n d  f o r m a t i o n . I was f l y i n g 
wi t h  C a p t . A s p e r g a n  wh o wa s o u r  O pe r a t i o n s  O f f i ce r . My p i l o t  wa s 
g r o u n ded w i t h a c o l d .  We h a d  the F l i g h t  S u r geon a s  c o p i l o t . O u r  r e g u l a r  
c o p i l o t  , L t .  L o wr r y ,  wa s f l y i n g w i t h  c rew # 9  t h a t  n i g h t . We were o u t  
a b o u t  a n  h o u r  when I g o t  a r a d i o  mes s a ge t h a t  the f i el d w a s  c l o sed a n d  
t h a t  we s h o u l d  l a n d  a t  t h e  O m a h a  Neb . a i r p o r t .  We l a n d e d  a t  t h e  f i e l d  
a n d  a c o u p le o f  p l a nes c a me i n  a f ter u s . S ome o f  t he o t h e r  p l a n es wen t  
t o  o t her f i e l d s  a s  O m a h a  c l o sed s h o r t l y  a f te r  we l a n d e d . We wa i ted 
u n t i l  m o r n i n g  f o r  the wea t her t o  c l e a r . O p er a t i on s  then t o l d  us t h a t  we 
l o s t  one o f  o u r  p l a ne s  a n d  c rew . We were p ret t y  b r o ken u p  a b o u t  i t  a n d  
were b r oken u p  even m o re when we f o u n d  i t  w a s  c rew # 9 . I t  w a s  t o u g h  b u t  
we f i n a l l y  g o t  o ve r  i t  a n d  res u med o u r  f l y i n g  s c he d u l e s . A very 
i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  h a ppe ned a t  S i o u x  C i t y . On December 3 r d  I a s ked the 
c . o .  f o r  a p a s s  a s  Bel le was c o m i n g  to see me . He s a i d  he c o u l d  o n l y  
g i ve me a 2 4  h o u r  p a s s . • T o  m a ke a l o n g  s t o r y  s h o r t , we were wed , 
an d I o ve r  s t a yed my p a s s  f o u r  d a y s . I wa s a b u c k  sergea n t  when I 
s t a r ted my p a s s  a n d  a p r i v a te when I g o t  b a c k , b u t  the c . o .  w a s  a g o o d  
g u y  a n d  g a ve m e  the r a n k  b a c k  the 1 5 th o f  J a nu a r y , 1 4 3 . We l e f t  S i o u x  
C i t y t h e  3 0 th o f  D ecember , a n d  s u re h a ted t o  leave t he p l a ce .  • We 
l e f t  b y  t r a i n  a s  we were p i c k i n g u p  new p l a ne s  a t  S a l i n a , K a n s a s . The 
t r a i n  t o  S a l i n a  was f u n  s i n ce eve r y o ne k new eve r y o n e .  We g o t  to t he 
A r m y  A i r  B a se a t  S a l i n a  J a n u a r y  2 ,  ' 4 3 .  T he b a s e  a t  S a l i n a wa s n o t  
p l ea s a n t .  We were i s sued o u r  ove r s e a s  eq u i pment  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  , a m o n g  
o t her t h i n g s ,  " M ae Wes t ' s " ,  O xygen M a s k s , P a r a c h u te s , Heat  S u i t s , E x t r a  
C ove r a l l s ,  Helme t s , G o g g les , F l y i n g  G l a s ses , P i s t o l s  - 4 5  C a l i ber , E t c .  
O n  J a n . 6 th we were g i ven a s i x  d a y  f u r l ou g h . I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  wen t  t o  S t .  
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L o u i s  a n d  h a d  a very n i ce t i me wi th my new b r i de .  I r e t u r ned t o  S a l i n a 
o n  J a n u a r y  1 3 t h . We d i d n ' t  d o  m u ch f l y i n g  there . O n l y  s ome tes t 
f l i g h t s  on t he n ew p l ane we h a d  been a s s i g ned . We were very p r o u d  o f  i t  
wi t h  a l l  the l a t e s t  i mp r ovemen t s . We wer e  a ver y h a p p y  b u n c h  o f  
f e l l o w s . O n  the 1 7 t h  o f  J a n u a ry w i th a C o l o nel a s  p i l ot we f lew 
t o  De R i d d e r , LA t o  f l y  o u r  Gu l f  M i s s i o n s . We d i d n ' t  d o  m u c h  a t  t h a t  
b a se . O n  the l a s t  o f  J a n u a r y  we l e f t  f o r  M o r r i s o n  F ie l d ,  F L  wh i c h  w a s  
r ea l l y  heaven . W e  s t a yed a t  the B r e a k e r s  H o t e l  a t  Wes t P a l m Bea c h . The 
on l y  t h i n g  wr o n g  wa s the s h o r t  3 d a y  s t a y .  On Feb . 3 ,  • 4 3  we dep a r ted 
f o r  o u r  o ve r s e a s  t r i p ,  i t  was 9 : 3 0  i n  the m o r n i n g . I ' l l  never f o r get 
i t , we were a l l  won d e r i n g  i f  we wou l d  ever see t he S t a te s  a g a i n .  
T h e  f l i gh t  t o  B o r i n q uen F i el d ,  P uer to R i c o  w a s  u neven t f u l . I s e n t  
p o s i t i o n  rep o r t s  e v e r y  3 0  m i n u te s . When we were 2 0 0  m i le s  o u t  I sen t a n  
es t i m a ted t i me o f  a r r i v a l  ( E T A ) . We l an ded a r o un d  3 i n  the a f te r n o o n . 
T he i s l a n d  l o o ked ver y bea u t i f u l . The fel l o w s  there rea l l y  h a d  a n i ce 
se t u p . A s we l l  P X , a bea u t i fu l  o u t d o o r  s wi m m i n g  p o o l ,  n i c e b u i l d i n g s  
f o r  b a r r a c k s .  T h e y  s t i l l  g r i p ped . I g n e � �  n o  o n e  i s  e ver s a t i s f i ed w i t h  
the A r m y . W e  o n l y  s t a yed o ver n i gh t . S ome o f  the g a n g  wen t  t o  t own a 
s h o r t  wa y s  awa y .  I hel ped B i l l ,  o u r  en g i n eer , f u e l  the p l a ne . I 
h a d  a l i t t le work o n  the r a d i o  t o  c h a n g e  f re q ue n c i es , c heck wi t h  the 
t o we r , et c .  We then had a c o u p l e  of bee r s  at the P X  a n d  h i t  t h e  h a y  
a b o u t  m i d n i g h t . I c o u l d n ' t  s leep much t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  the t r i p  ahea d o f  
u s . We l e f t  a t  8 o ' c l o c k  the m o r n i ng o f  Feb . 5 th .  The t r i p  w a s  
a b o u t  the s a me , p o s i t i o n  rep o r t s , E TA ' s  e t c .  We a r r i ved a t  A t k i n s o n  
F ie l d ,  B r i t i s h G u i n a  a t  2 : 3 0 i n  the a f te r n o o n .  I t  w a s  rea l l y  i n  the 

j u n g l e .  I s u re d i d  feel s o r r y  f o r  t he fel l ows t h a t  h a d  to s t a y  t here 
yea r a f te r  yea r .  I wa s g l a d  we o n l y  h a d  to s t a y  there one n i g h t . T he 
next m o r n i n g  we l e f t  a t  9 a . m .  O n  t h i s  t r i p  J o s e  o u r  B a l l  T u r re t  
o pe r a t o r  h a d  s ome b a d  l u c k . I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a n y  r a d i o  recep t i o n  s o  I 
a s ked J o s e  t o  check t o  see i f  the t r a i l i n g  w i re a n te n n a  wa s o u t . He 
c a m e  b a c k t o  the r a d i o  r o o m  a s h o r t  t i me l a te r  t o  rep o r t  the a n t e n n a  
wa s o u t  • H e  s a i d  i t w a s  a very e x p  e n s  i v  e 1 o o k • He t o  1 d m e  t h  a·t w h i  1 e 
l o o k i n g  o u t  the wa i s t  w i n d o w  h i s  wa l let w i t h  $ 3 8 . 0 0 a n d  s o me p i c t u res 
f e l l  out the w i n d o w .  I a s k  h i m  i f  he wa s s o re at me f o r  a s k i ng h i m  t o  
check f o r  me . " H e l l  n o " ,  h e  s a i d ,  " I t s  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h o se t h i n g s " .  O t her 
t h a n  h i s  l o s s  the t r i p  was b o r i n g a n d  very h o t . We a r r i ved at Bel a m  A i r  
B a se , B r a z i l  a t  2 : 3 0  i n  t h e  a f te r n o o n . Bel a m  wa s a n o t her j. u n g l e  b a se , 
rea l l y h o t  a n d h um i d .  O u r  c rew dec i ded t o  see t h e  t own . We a l l  p i led 
i n t o  a c a b  f o r  a w i l d  r i de . The d i r t  r o a d  wa s o n l y  w i de e n o u g h  f o r  one 
c a r . We m u s t  h a ve been g o i n g  80  m p h  when a n o ther c a r  c ame i n  the o t her 
d i rec t i o n . We t h o u g ht s u re we wou l d  h a ve a h e a d  on c o l l i s i o n  a n d  c l o sed 
o u r  eyes . We m i s sed by a c o u p le of i nches , h o wever , a n d  were very 
rel i eved when we got to t o wn . • O u r  s t a y  wa s s h o r t  l i ved as the 
M a j o r ,  o u r  c . o . ,  c a me r i gh t  a f ter us and g a ve us t he dev i l  f o r  l ea v i n g  
the f i el d ,  a n d  m a d e  u s  ret u r n  i n  a h u r r y . A t  8 a . m .  the nex t 
m o r n  i n· g , F e b  • 7 t h  , we dep a r ted f o r  N a t  a 1 , B r  a z i 1 • I t  w a s  a h o t  b o r  i n  g 
t r i p .  Mo s t  o f  the f e l l o w s  s le p t  m o s t  o f  the wa y .  I w a s  b u s y  s en d i n g  
p o s i t i o n  r ep o r t s  eve r y  3 0  m i n u tes a n d  o u r  E T A . We a r r i ved a t  N a t a l  a t  
3 : 3 0 p . m .  N a t a l  seemed t o  be a p ret t y  b u s y  p l a c e ,  w i t h  q u i te a few 
a i r p l a ne s  o f  v a r i e d  t ypes , i . e .  C - 4 7 ' s ,  C - 5 4 ' s ,  B - l 7 ' s . B - 2 5 ' s ,  B - 2 4 ' s ,  
A - 2 0 ' s ,  a n d  a n u mber o f  N a vy p l a ne s . • We w o r k e d  a l l  t h a t  a f te r n o o n  
a n d  even i n g  ' t i l  8 : 3 0 .  I h a d  to p u t  a l l  n ew a n te n n a s  o n  o u r  p l a n e ,  a n d  
g a ve t·he e q u i pment  a g o o d  g o i n g o ve r . O u r  E n g i neer , B i l l ,  a n d  
Y o un g b l o od , h i s  a s s i s t a n t , wo rked o n  the e n g i nes , a n d  g a ve the p l a ne 
a n d  a cces s o r i e s  a gener a l  g o i n g  o ver , then we a l l  g a ve o u r  g u n s  the 
b u s i ne s s .  We a l s o  wor ked t he next d a y  c l ea n i n g the p l a n e ,  and spent a 
c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  get t i n g' b r i e fe d  f o r  o u r  o ver wa t e r  h o p . We h i t  the s a c k  
a b o u t  4 p . m .  a n d  were a wa k ened a b o u t  7 : 3 0 p . m • •  We h a d  s omet h i n g  t o  e a t  



and went to o u r  plane a r o und 9 p . m .  w e  p r e flighte d our p lane and 

radi�e d  the towe r . At 1 0  p . m. we t o o k  o ff f o r  o u r  18 6 0  mile  o v e r  water 

hop . o u r  tr i p w a s  m a d e  in th e dark so we didn ' t  m i nd being o v er w at e r  

s o  long . The pilot s, navigato r, and mys elf h a d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  ball a l l  

night . I had contact w i th N atal m o st o f  the nig ht. about 4 a . m .  w e  we r e  

about half way along . I finally contacted  the RAF station at Bath u rst, 
Britis h  Gambia A f rica . I w o r k e d  b o t h  stat i ons f o r  a wh i le . A r o und 5 a . m .  
or s o  I c h ecked  out with Natal . T h e  Br i tis h  radio ope rato r s  at Bath u rst 
w e r e  very g o o d. I sent i n our E TA as 1 1 2 5 GMT . W e  a r rive d 5 min utes 
l ate . I ca l l e d  that pr etty g o o d  nav i gat i on. T h e  l anding str i p at 
Bath u r st was cut out of th e jungle a n d  was m etal planking . The l and i n g  
was r o ugh and v e ry n o i sy . W e  d i dn ' t  care m uch, it was to o good  to b e  on 
th e gro und . Two o f  o u r  pl ane s w e r e  m i s s ing at Bath urst . Later we  
g ot word that one crew was  OK . T h ey had cras h  l and e d  on a s m all i s l and . 
The s o c o n d  c r ew wa s never  h e ard f r o m . • Bath u rst was lik e  you  s e e  
in th e m o v i e s  w i th l ot s  o f  nativ e s . M o s t  o f  t h e  g r o und t r o ops were 
Br i ti sh. We had a run  in with th e s o  ca l l e d  Lim eys. We star t e d  to c r o s s  
the r unway and one o f  th e Lim ey o f ficers to l d  us to stay o f f  the 
strip . We told h i m to "Blow It " !  He got m a d  as the d evil and sta rted to 
chew u s .  We told h i m to "Blow It " aga i n and wa l k e d  away . In th e 
afte rnoon a nat i v e  cam e  i nto o u r  barrack s to o ffer u s  a tr i p to  th e 
nat i ve vill age. We we r e  amaz ed  w i th th e Village sights. Our  guide co u l d 
s u r e  put awa y  the ciga r ette s we  paid him . We cou l d  never fig u r e  o ut 
where he  carr i e d  th e m .  T h e  Village sights we r e  o ut o f  a m ovie . 

We s a w  th e Vil l age C hie f who o f fered u s  s o m ethi ng to eat . W e  w e r e  not 
s upp o se to eat anyth i ng off th e field, but we co u l dn ' t  r efuse his o ff e r  
s o  we  to o k  s o m e  fr uit and said w e  wo u l d  e at it at ch o w . H e  s ee m e d  
satis fied . A f t e r  giving a l l  our cigar ett e s  a way t o  th e nat i v e s  we  
started back to th e fi eld. • We u s e d  m o s q u i to netting that night, 
hot as hell ! It was too  d arn hot to sleep m uch th at n i ght . T h e  m os
q u i t o e s  we r e  thick . I was l ucky to have goo d nett i ng. S om e  o f  th e 
f ellows  w e r e  not so lucky and got m any bit e s . I co u l d  hear th em cussing 
m o st o. f th e ni ght. We to o k  off about 8 a . m .  th e next m o rn i ng f o r  
another very hot tri p .  T h e  only saving grace was " Radio Sil e nce " .  We 
cou l d  only u se rad i o  in c a s e  of an em erg ency . I w a s  able to get s o m e  
s l e ep on this trip. I went to s leep and didn ' t  awa k e  until we  landed  at 
Mar r akech, French M orr occ o . T h e  f i eld hel d p l enty of French p lane s, old 
bombers, f i g hters . Seeing th e s e  plan e s  gave us a c l u e  w hy the F r e nch 
lost to the Germans . Wh i l e  we w e r e  th ere th e Free French s old e r s  caught 
about 8 G erm an spies and ex ecut e d  th e m. The s e  p e o p l e  d i dn ' t  f o o l  
ar ound . We stayed at M a r r ak ech f r o m  the 1 0th t o  the 2 2 nd o f  F eb . 1 43 . 
We did plenty of gu ard d uty on o u r  planes, off i ce rs and e nl isted a like . 
S om eti m e s  we went i nto the lousy town and drank s o m e  o f  their ter r i ble 
wine . • We we r e  brie fed f o r  the trip to Plymton, England . One night 
we  were tax ing o u t  to fly to England when we got a call f r o m  the tow e r  
that ca lled off the f l i ght .  We w e r e  all pretty mad . • A couple  of 
days lat e r  anoth e r  group ca lled th e 18th Pro v i sional G r o up with 2 0  
pla n es land ed a t  the fie l d. In a f ew day s they went t o  England w h ich 
made u s  all the m ad der . We f o und out lat e r  that th e L o r d  m u s t  have b e en 
watching o ut for us beca u s e  we l e arned the 18th G r o up l o st 1 8  o ut of 
th eir 2 0  plane s on t h e i r f i r s t  flight over F r ance. • On the 2 2nd 
of Feb. we left Ma rrakech, and w e r e  glad to be go i ng . T h e  trip was only 
th r ee h o urs, hot a s  hell, to La Sen i a A r my Air Base close t o  Oran, 
Algeria T h i s  was a m o dification b a s e  for airpl anes  go i ng into co mbat . 
We staye d  t here f or a m onth, had s o m e  advanced t r a i ning and a few 
i n f o rmal talk s with f ell ows al ready  in co mbat. We gave o u r  pl ane a g 6 o d  
g oing o ver, had th e Glycol tanks tak en o ut, th e power  turret g ot a 
co mplete g oing o v e r  and the f l exib l e  guns were ch ecked  o u t . O u r  plane 
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wa s then g i v en an altit u d e  test flight, bomb rack s checked, A F C E  (Au t o  
Pilot) was c h ecked, and lots of other th i ngs done to th e plane on th e 
g r o und i . e .  added m o r e  a r m our p l a ting fo r th e waste gun pos i tions, 
plat ing f or the Navigator and Bo mbardier positions in th e n o s e  was 
insta l l e d . O ur Enginee r, B i l l , insta lled new spark plug s  in o ur four 
engine s and gav e  them a 100 h o u r  check. On March 2 2, 1943 30 
days after a r r ival at LaS e nia, we left for C hateau D un, Alge ria only 
thre e  h o urs a way. T h e  97 th Bomb G r o up was located on th i s field. When 
th ey saw us they th ought we we r e  going to relie ve. They had seen action 
i n Engl and and now North Afr i ca, and had be en overseas f o r  some t i m e. 
:: 11 i �

i
not rel i e v e  th e m, howe ver . W e  work e d  w i th them . They w e r e  pretty scou raged . They wer e  a g o o d  outf i t, and we l earned a l ot f r o m  them i� the thre e d a y s  we  sta yed a t  Chatt e a u  Dun and left for o u r  o wn field about 10 minutes away wh i ch was f i nishe d .  It wasn ' t  m uch of a fiel d, j u st s o m e  ground le v eled off for  a runway, and some  a irplane di spersal place s made. We put t t up o u r  en s that afternoon . The tent a r ea wa s sit u a ted a bout a m i le f rom o u r  planes. We  h a d  quite a bit o f  work t o  do beca use t here was no ground crew compl i ment . They w e r e  co ming by ship . We d ug l a trines,  did our K . P . ,  s erv i ced our pl anes, dug o ur f ox ho les, did  g u a r d d u ty, and many o t her detai l s .  We ate at a g eneral mess, and it was a m e s s. I could never understand how we lived on the f o o d  we got ov e r  ther e . My pil ot, the his own f ox hole, and he was a f u l l  C o l onel.  

group c. o . , dug 

i 
We f i n ally got  the o utf t s et up, and now we w e r e  ready for b 

Sgt. A. Forlss 
W.Gwmer 

J 
Col. Fay R. Uptbegrove 

PIiot Group Cmdr. Naytgator 

T/Sgt. W. Danner 
Fllgbt Engineer 

FrontRow 
S/Sgt G. Youngblood 

Tail Gwmer 

com at • •  

T/Sgt. V. Scbauler S/Sgt J. Ben-e1Jez 
Radio Operator Ball Turret 

Vince in his 8-1 7  Office 
(Radio Room) 

99TH 
BOMBARDMENT 

G ROUP (H) 

This is  the crew with which Vince flew his missions. Note his hero 'Uppie' 
was pilot. 
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E D I T O R ' S_ N O T E :  V i n c e n t  m en t i o n s  h i s  p i l o t , G r o u p  c . o . , f u l l  C o l o n e l  
d i g g i n g  h i s  o w n  f o x  h o l e , h e  i s  r e f e r r i n g , o f  c o u r s e , t o  C o l o n e l  F a y  R .  
U p t h e g r o v e  t h e  f i r s t  9 9 th G r o u p  C omm a n d e r . V i n c e n t ' s  w i d o w , H e l e n  M .  
S c h a u l e r , r e p o r t s  t h a t  V i n c e n t  f l ew h i s  5 0  m i s s i o n s  a s  R a d i o  O p e r a t o r , 
G u n n e r  on " E l D i a b l o "  w i t h  h i s  r e s p e c t e d  h e r o  C o l o n e l  " U pp i e " ,  t h e  m a n  
h e  m o s t  a d m i r e d . • • V i n c e n t  d i e d S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 9 7 a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
o u r  Novemb e r  1 9 9 7  n ew s l e t t e r . H i s  w i d o w , H e l e n , s e n t  h i s  " A r m y  
E x p e r i e n c e s " s t o r y  y o u  h a v e  j u s t  r e a d .  S h e  r e p o r t s  t a k i n g o v e r  h i s  
c o mp u t e r ,  a n d  h o pe f u l l y  s h e  w i l l  f i n d  m o r e  o f  h i s  s t o r y  a n d  s e n d  t o  u s . 
T h a nk y ou H e l e n  f o r  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  s e n t . 

(;) 
El DIRDID 

CREW 8, 1942-1943 

Original Crew 8 formed in Boise ID, 1 942 

Left to Right 
Back Row - Lt. Fovinci, Pilot; Lt. Chaffin, Navigator 

Lt. Berinsmitdh, Bombardier; Lt. Vernon, Co-Pilot 
Front Row - SIS Guy Youngblood, Waist Gunner 

SIS Jose Berrellez, Ball Turret; TIS Bill Danner, 
Engineer; TIS Vince Schauler, Radio Operator 

This is the crew with which Vince trained Stateside & 
flew to Africa with. 

<@�@= 
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May 1 7 ,  1 9 9 8  

Dear Bern i e ,  
A request for photos  for the front o f  our NEWSLETTER : I ' ve enclosed 

mine for cons i d e r a t i on . My f i rst  mi s s i on was September 2 8 ,  1 94 3 . My l a s t  
m i s s i on wa s Apr i l  3 ,  1 944 . I was in  the 4 1 6th Sqd and f l ew a s  radio  gunner . 

The phot o  I ' ve enclosed wa s by Bob Braungart . WE f l ew several m i s s i ons 
in  MISS FURY before we i nher i ted  SWEATER GIRL . Bob f l ew cop i lot  to B i l l  
Osborne and later f l ew a s  f i r s t  p i lot of  our crew when B i l l . f i n i shed h i s  f i f 
ty . Bob wa s an  o r i g i n a l  9 9th-er . Bob i s  now l iv i ng w i th h i s  son , Bob ,  a t  
10886  Green Lake T r a i l .  Chi s ago C i t y  MN 5 50 1 3  . .  Bob and Juan i t a  we re at 
Chi s ago when the reun i o n  was a t  Rapid C i ty . He pl anned to be a t  the reun ion 
and we would have had s i x of  our crew there . Hur r i cane ANDREW damaged h i s  
house i n  Flor ida  requ i r i ng h i m  t o  return home j ust  before the reun ion . Af
ter  that  Bob had a stroke and became part i a l l y  para l i zed . He was  i n  a nu r
s i ng home i n  Florida  and later  he  and  Jua n i t a  went to l i ve w i th the i r  son 
in Ch i sago C i t y . Juan i t a  i s  now deceased . Bob ' s  cond i t ion  i s  s t i l l  not 
good but he can t a l k  on the phone . Before she - d i e d  Juan i t a  c a l led  me af-
ter I sent Bob a phot o  o f  our  crew I composed . Bob t a lked t o  me a t  that 
t i me . Juan i t a  sent seve r a l  photos Bob had in h i s  pos s e s s i on . She a l s o  
sent c o p i e s  to you , o n e  of  whi ch w a s  M I S S  FURY . I don ' t  know MISS  FURY ' S  
f i r s t  crew . There i s  a story of  Bob whi ch George Coen planned t o  wr i t e  and 
pub l i sh in the NEWSLETTER . He never d i d  but he may t e l l  i t  to you i n  person 

There ' s  soneth i ng about the phot o  of  MISS FURY that ho l d s  my atten t i o n  
f o r  t e n  minutes a t  a t i me . I don ' t  know wha t i t  i s .  I t  i s  the only pho to 
I ' ve seen w i th the bomb l o ad spread out be low the plane ready t o  be loaded . 
They ' re obvious l y  fra9s . I ' m  g o i ng t o  have a phot o  made of three B-1 7Fs 
with 8 8 3  in the f o reground and MISS FURY �ebind __ �er . Thi s  w i l l  be in  a later  
enve l ope . 

B i l l  Osborne wanted t o  know what happened t o  Sweater G i r l . I ' ve en
c losed a copy of WALNUT RIDGE ARK j u s t  after  WW I I .  S,·,eater G i r l  and M i s s  
Fury are there somewhe re i n  the photograph I kept from a magaz i ne in  1 9 4 5  
o r  ' 4 6 .  D i ck Dra i n  has the dest i n a t i on of  a l l  o u r  p l anes . Just ask h i m .  
He h a s  i t  i n  h i s  laptop computer . 

I ' ve a l s o  enclosed a map that shows many of  my m i s s i ons . I t  won't 
f i t  the NEWSLETTER but may be of intere s t  to you person a l l y . I ' ve sent 
copies to sever peopl e .  I found the war map back in  the m i d d l e  forties . 
The round t r i p  t o  W i ener Neustadt  took three days . WE brought the bombs 
back home . WX obscured the target . Th i s  wa s my l a s t  m i s s i on i n  the 1 2 th 
AF . The 9 9thBG f l ew the f i r st  m i s s ion i n  the 1 5thAF back to W i ener Neu
stadt . The bomb i ng th i s  t i me was succes sful . 

At Onta r i o  I asked  you about the o l d  fel low of  8 2  who wa s the oldest  
99th-er at the reun i on at  Albuquerque . I ' m now an  o l d  guy o f  8 2  years 
coming up on 8 3  the 2nd of  Augus t .  You told me the o ther old f e l l ow was 
deceased . * * * * *  Ben Warmer , who d i s t i ngui shed hims e l f  by shoot i ng down 
seven e/a over Gerbin i ,  i s  bur i ed  at Ont a r i o .  REsearch I d i d  years  ago 
produced this  i n f ormat i on . S imultaneou s l y  someone else  us ing a d i f ferent 
method found him . 

• Wallace Bush 
308 N. Red Hill isd. 
1\1artinsburg, WV :.s,01-2�!6 

SORRY WALLY but your cop i e s  o f  p i ctures etc w print  clear l y .  So 
they had to be l e f t  out . Perhaps you knew they would not print-thanks . 

ber n i e  

Dear Wallace: . . .  The personal photo you furnished will print OK. We will 
be using it for one of our future issues. Thanks. 

FW\/ 
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' Dear Bernie, June 1 ,  1998 

On Tuesday May 26, 1 998, I was saddened to hear that my good friend and 
0ne time navigator on my flight crew, passed away after an extended illness. William 
B. (Bill) Blakemore II and I flew with the 346th squadron. Our first three missions were 
flown out of Navrin, Algeria in late July of 1 943 and we completed our 50 missions 
flying out ofFoggia, Italy in late January of 1944. I was fortunate tc have had my R & R 
after returning to the states, in Miami Beach, Fla. with Bill along with Bob Bjork the 
bombardier on our crew and with Robert Frazier, our radio operator. 

I lost touch with Bill Blakemore and did not see him again until our reunion in 
McAllen, Texas where he became a member of the 99BGHS. I learned at that time, that 
Bill was a successful cattle rancher along ',\rith being deeply involved in the oil business, 
a law enforcement advocate and was a community leader. I knew then that the skinny 
young man I once knew, who often wore high top G.I. shoes which made his feet seem 
too large for his slender body, made a most successful transition from the military to 
civilian life. 

I was fortunate to visit with Bill on two different occasions in the past two years 
when he was .in the early stages of his illness. The first time was at his home in Midland, 
Texas and the last time at his 1 1 ,000 acre Stone Mountain Ranch in West Texas. Even 
though Bill was bed ridden on both visits, he seemed to enjoy talking about our earlier 
days, recounting events during combat crew training, the very eventful trek across the 
Atlantic with later stops in Scotland , St. Mawgans , England and finally across North 
Africa. Although his body was ailing, I found his mind and memory, as sharp as it ever 
was More than once, he was able to fi]] in the blanks of my memory and set me straight 
on certain details. I will miss my friend and Buddy who had to be one of a kind. 

I knew that Bill became very successful in all -his endeavors, but I did not know 
the scope of his activities nor the seemingly endless examples of his generous giving of 
his time and resources until I read the Midland newspaper announcement of his death 
on the intranet He has given generously to countless hospitals, medical centers, schools 
and colleges, museums, medical research programs in cancer and cerebral palsy and 
rehabilitation centers. To name them all, would require many pages. His record of 
positions as trustee, director or board member are also too numerous to include in this 
letter. Fortunately, Bill has been recognized many times for his good deeds by the many 
awards which have been bestowed upon him, not the least of which was his being written 
up on the entire front page as:" Bill Blakemore Day ." We all can be proud that Bill was 
a fellow 99er. 

Bill will be buried in his family plot on his ranch. He is survived by his 
daughters,.Margene Blakemore Kenny and Virginia Blakemore Freeman and three sons, 
James M., William B, Jr. and Bruce A. of San Antonio. Our fellow 99er was 75 when 
he passed away. 

u.Jf�· 
Bill Church 
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SUMMA R Y  O F  S PR I NG F I EL D  R E U N I O N  - M A Y  5 - 1 0 ,  1 9 9 8  
2 0 0  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  r e un i on .  T h e  Univ e r sity P l a z a  H o t e l  w a s  fin e . We ha d 
a g r e a t  H o s p i t a l i t y  R o o m  wh e r e  l o t s  o f  v i s i t i n g a n d  r e m i n i s c i n g  w e n t  
o n . M a n y  e n j o y e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  B r a n s o n , M O  s h ow s : 

1 0 2  t o  A n d y  W i l l i a m s  S h o w  
2 3 5  t o  T o ny O r l a n d o  S h o w  

7 9  t o  B o b b y  V i n t o n  S h o w  
4 9  t o  L a w r e n c e  W e l k  S h o w  

E a ch s h o w  r e c o g n i z e d  o u r  9 9 t h G r o u p .  B o b b y  V i n t o n h a d  a t t e n d a n t s  s t a n d  
w h i l e  t h e  b a n d  p l a y e d  t h e  A i r  C o r p s  S o n g . H e  a l s o  s a n g  t o  t h e  C h u m l e y s  
o n  t h e i r  5 5 t h .  E v e r y  o n e  e n j o y e d  t h e  " th r o w e d  r o l l s "  a n d  g o o d  f o o d  a t  
L a m b e r t s  o n  W e d n e s d a y n i g h t  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h ey w e r e  c a ug h t  i n  a t e r r i f i c  
r a i n  s t o r m .  We h a d  g o o d  r e p o r t s  on a l l  s h o w s  a n d  t h e  a f t e r  s h o w  m e a l s  
a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  O z a r k s  a n d  M c G u f f e y s . 
The S p r i n g f i e l d  T o u r  w i t h  1 2 4  a t t e n d a n t s  c on s i s t e d  o f  a r i d e  t h r o u g h  
d o w n t o w n , a g u i d e d  wa l k i n g  t o u r  o f  t h e  Na t i o n a l C e m e t e r y ; a v i s i t  t o  
W i l s on ' s  C r e e k  B a t t l e f i e l d  ( N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e rv i c e ) whe r e  a s h o r t  b u t  
h a r d  f o u g h t  C i v i l  W a r  B a t t l e  o c c u r r e d .  O u r  t o u r  e n d e d  a t  t h e  B a s s  
P r o  S h o p  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  v i s i t i n g  t h e i r  n a t u r e  e xh i b i t s , h u g e  a q u a r i u m s , 
a n d  s a l e s  a r e a s .  
T h e  M a g i c i a n s  i n  t h e  Ho s p i t a l i t y  R o o m  o n  T hu r s d a y  n i g h t  w e r e  g r e a t  f u n . 
B o b  J o h n s o n ' s  b i r th d a y  a n d  t h e  C h u m l ey • s  5 5 t h  W e d d i n g A n n i v e r s a r y  w e r e  
c e l e b r a t e d . 
9 2  a t t e n d e d  the B u s i n e s s  b r e a k f a s t . 
1 8 0 a t t e n d e d  t he S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  b a n q u e t . B e r n i e  B a r r  p r e s e n t e d  a n  i m 
r e s s i v e  p l a q u e a w a r d  t o  C o l on e l  R a y  S chw a n b e c k , l a s t  w a r t i m e  9 9 th G r o u p  
C o m m a n d e r . T h e  E a g l e  E l i t e  D r i l l  T e am s p o n s o r e d  b y  P o s t  1 9 9 ,  
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  o f  E d w a r d s v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s  p r o v i d e d  o u r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
a n d  w o n  o u r  h e a r t s . The a l l  g i r l  t e a m , a g e s  1 0  t o  1 8 ,  w e r e  v e r y  p r o 
f e s s i o n a l ,  ( The i r  d i r e c t o r  h a d  c a l l e d  u s  l a s t  F a l l  a f t e r  o u r  r e u n i o n 
n� t i c e h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  m a g a z i n e  a nd o f f e r e d t o  p r e f o r m . ) We 
d i d n ' t  k n o w  wh a t  to e x p e c t , b u t  we w e r e  w e l l  p l e a s e d . The i r  f i n a l  
n u m be r , a m e m o r i a l  t o  t h o s e  " P o s t  E v e r l a s t i n g " w a s  v e r y  t o u c h i n g .  T h e  
t e a m  h o p e s  t o  p e r f o r m  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  WW I I  M e m o r i a l  i n  W a s h i n g 
t o n , D . C .  i n  2 0 0 0  A . D .  ( I f  t h e y  r a i s e  e n o ugh m o n e y . )  
B a n q u e t  d o o r  p r i z e s  w e r e : J i m  B r u n o ' s  b o o k  " B e y o n d  F i g h t e r  E s c o r t " ,  a 
D i m o n d b a c k  C a p ,  a s a ck o f  A r t  K n i p p ' s  p o p c o r n  ( b e s t  y o u ' l l e v e r  h a ve ) ,  
a 9 9 th C r e s t , a n d  a o n e  n i g h t ' s  F R E E  l o d g i n g  f o r  th i s  r e u n i o n .  
S e v e r a l  " F i r s t  T i m e r s " a t t e n d e d , a n d  we m i s s e d  m a n y  " r e g u l a r s " d u e  t o  
i l l n e s s  a n d  o t h e r  r e a s on s .  W e  r e c o g n i z e d  P O W s , E v a d e s  a n d  I n t e r n e e ' s .  
( J i m  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d  t h a t  he i s  s o r r y  f o r  n o t  r e c o g n i z i n g  o u r  g r o u n d  
c r ew m e mb e r s ,  a n d  th o s e  o f  u s  c o mp l e t i n g  o u r  m i s s i o n s . )  
M a n y , m a n y  t h a n k s  t o  A r k i e ,  B o b  B a c h e r ,  A r t  K n i p p a nd t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  
h e l p e d  i n  t h e  H o s p i t a l i t y  R o o m  a n d  o n  t h e  b u s e s .  W e  n e e d e d  a n d  
a p p r e c i a t e d  e a c h  o n e  o f  y o u ! 
T h i s wa s a " l a b o r  o f  l o v e " a n d  w e  e n j o y e d  d o i n g  i t ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  we 
e n j o y e d  y o u r  k i n d  w o r d s  a n d  n o t e s . T h a n k s  s o  m u c h ! • H o p e  t o  s e e  
y o u  i n  P eo r i a  a n d  T u c s on ! 

M a r g e  a n d  J i m  

\ 
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_____ ,reternn � 
VA Bealth•Care EligibWty Process 

In 1996. VA health-care eligibility reform 
was enacted, allowing VA to modernize its 
health-care delivery and provide a more com
plete package of health-care services to those 
it serves. Part of this effort required VA to es

tablish an enrollment process for its health care 
svstem. VA directed its medical facilities to 
i�plement a ··test" enrollment system which 
began Ocl I ,  1997. 

Rumors that many veterans' access to VA 
health care is endangered by enrollment are rife 
among veterans. Here are the facts: 

• On Oct. 1 ,  1997, VA began a test-pilot for 
enrollment. Veterans will be enrolled accord
ing to their priority to health care starting in 
February or March, 1998. If you used VA health 
care ac any time in the 1 2  months before VA 
begins to enroll veterans. in your priority group, 
you will be automaticalfy "enrolled .. for health 
care for the next year. VA expects to roughly 
follow this schedule for enrolling veterans. 

• VA will continue to treat unenrolled veter
ans on a space and resources available basis 
during this test (Oct. 1 ,  1997 through Sept. 30, 
1998). 

• VA will use a "rolling enrollment" system. 
This means veterans may submit an applica
tion for enrollment in the VA heath-care sys
tem at anytime. Veterans with the highest pri
orities for health care _will be enrol led first. VA 

will conlinue to enroll veterans by priority 

group as long as VA has the space and re

sources to treal them. 

• If you think you will use VA for health 
care in the next year, you should apply for en
rollment. You may be able to receive VA health 
care before you are enrolled but remember that 
until VA sends you notification, you are not 
enrolled at VA. 

• You should enroll in the Veterans Health 
Administration facility from which you choose 

to receive primary care. 
VA clinics or hospitals 
wrll accept applica
tions for enrollment. 
So if you intend to re
ceive your care in  a 
clinic. you should file 
your application for en
rollment there. 

In most cases. if you 
are enrolled, you will 
be assigned to a pri
mary care provider or 
a team that works out 
of that facility. 

Pr1ornu I 
I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

c1assmca1100 I Eoroument o .. e 
I 

Scrvi=nnected 500/o or more Feb-March 1998 

Service-connected 3 0-40"/o March-April 1998 

• Service-connected 10-20% April-May 1998 
• Former POWs 
• Discharged from active duty 
for service-connected condition 
• Special eligibility classification 

•Veterans receiving aid and May-June 1998 
attendance or housebound 
• Vetcrans with catastrophic 
disability 

Non service-connected veterans Summer l998 
and those service-connected at 
0% who fall below the income 
threshold• 

• If you do not en
roll this year and want 
to enroll next year, you 
may submit an applica
tion for enrollment 
next year. The accep
tance of your application 
will still be contingent 
on your priority for 
care and VA 's space 
and resource availabil
ity. 

6 • WWI and Mexican border vctcrans Summcr 1998 
• V etc rans receiving care for 
radiation or toxic subSWlCC or 
cnvironmc:utal hazard exposure 
• Veterans with compensible 
0% disabilities 

7 All other veterans Sum.mer 1998 

• Veterans who have 
a service-connected 
disability rated at least 

(COPA YMENTS REQUIRED) 
0EffcaiveJan. t, 1 993, for vdeftl\S with no dependentuhe threshold is $22,064. 

50 percent. veterans who are s.:eking medical 
care for a service-<::onnected condition; and vet
erans who were discharged within the last year 
with a service-connected condition are re

quested, buJ not required, to enroll in order to 
receive health care. VA may enroll these veter
am automatically if they used VA care in the 
last year. 

• All other veterans, including those who 
qualify for health care based on financial need 
and other special considerations, will be re
quired to enroll at VA in order to determine their 
eligibility and priority for care. If you used VA 
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health care within the la.st year, before your pri
ority group is enrolled. VA will aut_omatically 
enroll you, and you need not apply for care. If 
you have not used VA health care in the last 
year. VA is now accepting applications for en
rollment at all sites where the Veterans Health 
Administration offers care. 

For more infonnation, call 1-800-
827-1000 to reach your local VA re
gional office or visit its website at 

. HTTP://WWW. VA.GOV/heallhlelig. 

KEEPING OLD BIP{DS NEW 
Lone woman has job of restoring March's virUage planes 
By Marlowe Churchill 
The Press·Enterprise 

MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE 
Instead of being filled with Barbie dolls 

and posters of Bobby Sherman and David 
C8s.5idy, the room Shayne Meder slept in as 
a young girl was decorated with Korean 
War B-47 bomber models and pictures of 
the World War II B-17. 

Now, as the person in charge of restor
ing planes at March Field Museum, 
Meder's mobile home at March Air Re
serve Base is packed with plane models, 
photos, books and memorabilia. 

"I love planes," Meder said. 
Good thing. 
Meder, who was hired 18 months ago, 

oversees a pricele$ collection of 50 vin
tage aircraft visited by 80,000 persons each 
year. 

"She's such an energetic and outgoing 
person," said Museum Director Steve 
Clark. "She has turned out to be the ideal 

PLANES 
Continued from B-1 

Her current project is a 1968 FB-
111  that she is painting with an 
$1,800 donation from San Diego 
plane buff Steve Bosang. The 
plane, which was retired by the Air 
Force in 1984, is one of only 72 that 
were built and one of only nine on 
display at air museums nation
wide. 

The plane is .so fast that if it 
exceeded Mach 3, three times the 
speed of sound, "the windshield 
would melt," Meder marveled. 

Painting outside in the heat is 
tricky because the paint cures too 

person for this job because of her expertise 
with planes." 

Soon after she graduated from high 
school in Battle Creek, Mich., Meder joined 
the Air Force. She spent 20 years as an 
aircraft maintenance expert and was cho
sen to work on F-16s with the Air Force 
Thunderbirds aerial demonstration team. 

After t·etiring from the Air Force as a 
master sergeant, Meder moved onto a 35-
acre March site to lead a crew of volun
teers on restoring the museum's aircraft. 

"I'd rather work all day out here in the 
broiling sun than sit behind a desk," said 
Meder, 39. 

Climbing tall ladders in temperatures 
that can soar past 100 degrees on a 
summer day, Meder washes, sands and 
paints planes that have deteriorated from 
the pristine condition they once displayed 
decades ago on military flight lines. 

She deadens the sound of pas.5ing air
craft from March's flight line and the noisy 

paint compressors by listening to the likes 
of Bryan Adams and Pink Floyd through 
her cassette player's headset. 

So far, Meder has restored the muse
um's B-17 and C-123 and has worked in 
stages on a handful of other planes parked 
outside the main exhibition hall. She 
figures that even at her pace Mach l pace, 
it will take up to 10 years to finish the 40 
planes on her list. 

Meder's love affair with planes 
stemmed from her parents. They assem
bled B-47s in Battle Creek. 

Meder, who never had time to earn a 
pilot's license, quips that her favorite plane 
is always the one she is working on. On 
dnys ofT, she likes to take her two children 
to iiir museums around Southern califor
nia. 

"I like to research the plane and learn its 
history," she said. "If they could only talk 
and tell what they have done." 

Please see PLANES, B-3 

quickly on the plane's surface, 
which can reach a blistering 120-
degrees, she said. 

They keep birds from roosting 
and pooping. 

Meder's job will be easier when 
a $120,000 restoration hangar is 
built at the end of the year where 
she can paint without interference 
from heat, wind and blowing sand. 

But it isn't all hard work. A fun 
part of the job, she said, is taking a 
break to talk to visitors who watch 
her restoration projects. 

The most frequently asked ques
tion by people unfamiliar with 
planes is the purpose of a row of 
prickly wires placed atop the tail 
sections of all aircraft parked out
doors. 

"This guy asked me how fast this 
one plane could fly," she recalled. 
"I told him about 250 knots. He 
paused and thought about it. 'I 
didn't know birds can fly that 
fast.' " 

For once, Meder, who has a 
memory bank of aircraft statistics, 
said she was stumped. 

"I'm serious. That really hap
pened. What could I say?" she 
laughed. 

--------�-- ---.. -

The caption under the photograph at right reads: 
Shayne Meder. a retired Air Force master sergeant. 
masks surfaces on a plane before painting at the 
March Field Museum. M/Sgt. Meder is in charge 
of aircraft restoration at the museum.This newspaper 
photo isn't suitable for printing, but thought we'd best 
try. 

�- ' . 
• fJ.'t � -�, . ' ' . - . 

Shi:.y1'9 Moder, a ,utlfl:'0 Air l"orce mas1cr S1:1gci\ot, 
fll-l'.1-·;. SHI l.tCl!S Oj:I ,\ pla111! t�fl )fl? p:tintinq f1 <'II tile March 
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An unknown taget over 
Rumania. Bombs are 
just released. The area 
appears to be a rail road 
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· Len Hopen's aerial photos. His letter is 
printed on page 6. 
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(Probably an oil refinery.) 

Bombs on way to an un
known target over 

� Belchhammer, Germany I 

qcp,. B GH5 REU N ION � MAY 4,.q, 1q qq 

OPINION SURVEY 
We have an ideal location for our ' 99 Reunion • • •  

TUCSON, ARIZONA - known for blue skies and sunshine ,  dry air 
and rich desert vegetation . Located in a high desert valley , 
Tucson is surrounded by 4 mountain ranges - Santa Catalinas , 
Rincons , Santa Ritas and Tucsons . It is a diverse city with 
something to offer everyone .  It is a c ity served by most major 
airlines - American , Delta, United , America West ,  Southwest . 

Our hotel, DOUBL.ETREE GUEST SUITES , is a lovely property -
2-room suites , large pool and patio area with beautiful 
landscaping - the perfect place to be as active or relaxed as 
you choose . We will also en joy a delicious full breakfast buffet 
each morning compliments of the hotel . 

Your host committee would like to get an early start s o  
each o f  you can enj oy the ' 99 Reunion . Knowing that each o f  us 
has different tastes and desires ,  WE WOULD LIKE TO ASK FOR YOUR 
INPUT IN SELECTING THE ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK . We have explored 
the various opportunities and NOW it is your turn . Give us your 
thoughts and suggestions indicating you interests • • •  though 
8 months away , it is NOT TOO EARLY to  make our plans so  we can 
offer the best values to our group. 

PL.EASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES NOW TO REVIEW THE FOLLOWING 
OPTIONS AND GIVE US YOUR OPINIONS . We would appreciate hearing 
from you NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1 5 ,  1 998. Mail responses to : 

99thBGHS Host Committee 
c/o Len Smith 
1 41 7 1  Desert Glen Drive 
Sun City West , Arizona 85375 
(602 ) 546-3643 

NOTE---You may answer t h i s  SURVEY by letter to LEN by indicat i ng your 
response as i tem 1 ( g ive your response ) - i tem 2 ( response ) - i tem 3-etc . 
Or cut the survey outof your newsletter-BUT PLEASE GIVE YOUR ANSWER TO 
LEN EVEN IF YOU DO NOT NOW PLAN ATTENDING PLEASE . 
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1 .  PIMA AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM - 20 minutes from hotel 
200 aircraft on display , from a replica of the Wright 1 093 
Flyer to the SR-71 Blackbird, fastest in the world , plus 
the 390th Memorial Museum with its B-1 7Q and 95th Bomb Group 
exhibit and , open for touring , the plane ·��ed by Pres .Kennedy . 
Museum runs a close 2nd to Wright-Patterson Air Force Museum. 
Requires walking but there is a tram that can accommodate those 
who have the need . 

2 .  TITAN II MISSILE MUSEUM - 45-60 minutes from hotel 
The only remaining of 54 Titan II complexes that had been 
held in the ready over 20 years during the Cold War . Designated 
a National Historic Landmark April 6 ,  1 994 . Guided tour 
including the silo . Awesome experier;Jce . 
Tour takes approximately 1 !  hours • • •  55 steps descending/ 
ascending into the silo . Arrangements will be made for 
those requiring use of the elevator . 

3 .  MISSION SAN XAVIER DEL BAC -
Founded in the late 1 600 's  by Father Kino,  it is an excellent 
example of mission architecture . 
Mission is located off I-1 9 enroute to the Titan II  Missile 
Museum and could be combined with the Titan II trip and/or 
Tubae . 

4 .  ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM - scenic 30 minutes from hotel 
One of the renowned natural museums in the world with 300 
animal species and over 1 200 species of plants indigenous 
to the Sonoran Desert alive in their natural habitat . An 
outstanding museum. 
Requires walking but wheelchairs are available . Drinking 
fountains , shade ramadas and restrooms are located 
throughout the grounds . All indoor exhibits are cooled . 
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5 .  OLD TUCSON STUDIOS - scenic 30 minutes from hotel 
1 939  saw an unprecedented set built for the epic motion 
picture "Arizona" and Old Tucson Studios became a familiar 
site for many motion pictures and TV productions . After a 
destructive fire in 1 995 , it has been rebuilt and is again 
a recognized leader in theme - park entertainment and movie 
location - bank robberies,  shootouts , train ride etc . 
Requires some walking . i mile from Arizona-Sonora Desert 
Museum. 

6 .  DAVIS MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE - 1 5  minutes from hotel 
Active pilot training base for the A-1 0  "Wart Hog" and 
home of the largest aircraft storage facility . 
Business luncheon at the Officers ' Club . Bus tour . 

7 .  SABINO CANYON - 1 0  minutes from hotel 
In the Catalina Mts . ,  part of Coronado National Forest . 
Informative narrated scenic tour through the canyon via 
shuttle tram buses • • •  stops along the way for those 
interested in walking all or part of the canyon . An 
uhfo:cgettable ;experienc e .  
Could be combined with Mt . Lemmon trip. 

8.  MT . LEMMON - 1 hour from hotel to peak 
Highest peak in the Santa Catalina Mts . Spectacular 
views . A ski lift could provide unusual sightseeing 
for the adventurous . 
Could combine with the Sabino Canyon trip . 
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9 .  BIOSPHERE I I/ operated by Columbia University - 1 hour from hotel 
Encompasses 5 Biomcs :rainforest , ocean, savanna, desert 
and marsh. A learning, teaching and research center . 
Tour involves a film presentation and a 3/4 mile walking 
tour - allow 2 hours .  (Mixed reviews ) 

1 0 .  De GRAZIA GALLERY IN THE SUN - 20 minutes from hotel 
Paintings , bronzes and ceramics by artist Ted DeGrazia . 
Next door to the Gallery is his open-air chapel ,  Mission 
in the Sun , decorated with frescoes . 
Time spent depends on interest . Popular tour stop . 

1 1 . Nogales/Tubae - All day bus trip 
Nogales is the gateway to Mexico and a shopper ' s  paradise . 
Tubae ,  oldest village in Arizona is today an art colony . 
Could be combined with Nogales and/or the Mission OR 
scheduled separate·ly . 

1 2 .  TOMBSTONE,AZ - All day bus trip 
"The T�wn Too Tough to Die " .  Visit the o�K.  Corral, 
Boot Hill - tour an 1 882 courthouse and view the 
26:minute m�ltimedia presentation narrated by Vincent 
Price offering a look at the history of Tombstone . 

1 3 .  TANQUE VERDE RANCH - 20/30 minutes from hotel 
An evening in the desert - outdoor western cookout 
and entertainment . 
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1 4 .  SAVOY OPERA HOUSE in TRAIL DUST TOWN - 5 minutes from hotel 

savoy opera House is a recreation of turn of the century 

charm Located in Trail nust Town , a western 1 9th century town 

where
.
you can stroll and see authentic w7stern bui�dings . 

of that period . A unique sout�west experienc� combined with 

a fun evening of dining,  dancing and entertainment . 

1 5 .  ** 

---... ---�-·,,...,-,._.,.,, ___ ,._ ,. , �  .. -·---·-"" -'"" ·-- - ,r,, � .. ,., • • 
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.... -... --.. ··----· ... ---- .. -..... --... -· .... ---··--·---····-·· ·-··· .. · -· -···-----·---·-......... . � .. . . · - -

SPECIAL OPTION - elegant dining in the mansion once the 
home of the heiress of Parke-Davis Pharmaceuticals . 
Excellent food and service at moderate prices .  

Arrangements could be made for small groups . 

------·--------------��-·--··--.. --.. ----·- . ·---� ·-

--·-··---.... _ .. ____ .,.. ....... •, ............ ,T .. '0'"9•��.,l......_\o.....a,,.l,,1 ••• --� .... ·--· ,._. __ • ••·• 

-----·, .. ,_. ---�· .. __________ .,. ___ ,..._.-.;.� ..... --·� .. -........ �-·-··· --.. -·.---.,� .. -.. -� ... · ·· ·- ··· ... ·--· 

Sure hope we have sparked some interest , tickled your 

fancy or whatever • • •  PLEASE LET US HEAR FROM XOU. We will 

do our very best to assure everyone has a great time at the 

Reunion of 1 999 . 
THANKS ! 

Your host committee • • •  

Note : Costs have not been included since the number of 
participants would determine transportation costs . 

Having helped plan the San Diego reunion a few years ago I very much understand 
the request for members to provide the information requested in the questioneer 
printed on the preceeding several pages. I personally encourage members to 
complete these pages and forward to Len Smith without delay. The pages were 
placed at the end of this issue for your convenience. If you do not wish to cut them out, 
they will be easy to photo copy in this position. Thanks for your cooperation!! 

\ 
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99th Bomb Group H istorical Society 
Walter H. Butler, Treasurer 
8608 Bellehaven Place, N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 871 1 2  
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DEAR MEMBERS: . . .  JIM & MARGE SMITH, OUR SUPER SPRINGFIELD REUNION HOSTS, ARE 
LOOKING FOR ANY PHOTOS TAKEN OF THE GIRL'S DRILL TEAM THAT DELIGHTED EVERYONE 
AT THE SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET. ANYONE HAVING PHOTOS OF THE PERFORMANCE 
COULD DO JJM AND MARGE A BIG FAVOR BY SHARING THEM. THEIR ADDRESS IS: 
1 507 West Stone Blvd., Raymore, MO 64083 

,))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) 
I, Roy Worthington, am sincerely upset that this issue of our newsletter is a month late in being 
produced and mailed to members. Our Editor, Bernie Barr, furnished me with the contents very 
early in our production cycle since he had an appointment for some surgery for his aches and 
pains. I was on schedule to get this issue to you the first week of August even though the type 

setting required to print a suitable issue was more than normal. Before I could get every thing in 
order, however, I came down with a strange illness that put me out of commission for some time. 
The past week (8/19/98) I have returned to something like my normal self and I plan to get this in 

the mail by the end of August. Should I have a health problem in the future I'm making arrange
ments to have an associate carry the load to prevent a delay ot this length. At age 79 I guess I 
can't expect to be healthy every day! 

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhbhhhhhhhhhhhh 

Information to be included in your quarterly newsletters issued 
February, May, August, & November must be sent to Bernie Barr or 
Walter Butler no later than the first of January, April ,  July or October. 

Member information and stories are needed regularly to keep the 
newsletter interesting. Everyone has a story or information that will be 
enjoyed reading. Keep it coming ! If at all possible send type written 
information, the darker the better. 

Walter's address is in left corner. Bernie Barr's address is: 
7 408 Vista Del Arroyo, Albuquerque, NM 87109 
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