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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

By now you will have received your copy of the minutes of our 
Board of DirectQr's meetings held in Huntsville in April, I think 
our Secretary, Chris Christiansen has done a fine job of covering 
a number of subjects. 

It seems to me that we accomplished quite a bit in Huntsville, 
including enlargement of our Board to its present size of thirteen 
�embers, of setting up a mechanism for screening future reunion 
sites and also of corning to e;rips with the hospitality room 
situation, and giving proper recognition to Harvey, Bob and Rex, 

Our Society's financial situation remains o,k, in the able 
hands of Treasure�, Walter Butler. I do wonder, though, should 
the authorities consider the Northwest Chapter to be part of our 
Society, whetheJ.its finances will have to be combined into a 
general financial statement. 



Two projects requiring financial support were pr7sented to.us: 
The Air Force Academy's Doolittle Building; and the Fifteenth Air 
Force March Field Hall of Fame Tile Program. In t�e.case of the 
Doolittle Project I have written to the AFA explaining that the 99th 
feels contributions should be made on an individual basis. As far 
as the March Field project is concerned I have just received a message 
from Frank English and learn he has stolen the March �n us(�un 
intended). Frank decided to take on the funding of thi? proJect 
himself-to bear the cost of the tiles for a 99t� Memorial, one which 
should be attractive, especially with Frank's wide bor�er arrangement. 
It is hard to know how to thank Frank for such generos�ty-above.and 
beyond, really. Perhaps one of you will have some special reaction. 

And I want to add something that should have been covered at 
the banquet, when Bernie Barr received his plaque. The matt7r of 
arranging for the making of this plaque was the work of Julie 
Horowitz, and we owe him our thanks. 

Hope everyone is having a good summer. My wife, �ancy, wh? 
had to be hospitalized while I was attending the reunion, continues 
to improve, and her recovery is making our summer a better one. 

Don't hesitate to get in touch if the spirit moves you. 

Best Regards to all 
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GREET [NGS ! 
Think of the many experiences we have shared through the fa ithful efforts of our 

Historian and Editor, George Coen. When we read in our Bulletins articles such as that 
of our own :Cyril Stj_dd as he survived going all the way down, pinned to the floor of 
the cockpit of what was the meager remainder of his B-17, and the thought provoking 
experience of Irving John Kosharek who survived going all �he way down in the tail 
sectior. of the B-17 he was in. (Kosharek shared that expeM:-ence with us just months be
fore he passed away, a well documented report we were fortunate to gain before it might 
have been lost forever.) We had a second tail gunner who went down much in the same 
manner in which Koshc1rek did. But all three of these men were incredible survivors. 

We've all had experiences where we were directly involved and indirectly, like see
ing the right wing man slide from formation, no communication, all four engines turning, 
drifting further and further behind, .losing altitude. Still others where we saw ter
rible things happening from a distance where we were merely observers. 

An experience remembered by many of us occurred on July 21, 1944 on a fiasco to 
13rux Czechloslavakia. Our Initial Point placed us on a fairly long bomb run. Roy 
13uckmeier, a Bombardier/Navigator in the 459th Bomb Group relates that their Initial 
Point apparently intersected our Bomb run at the same altitude. As the 459th B.G. and 
the 99th B.G. converged it suddenly became a situation where the two Groups literally 
flew through each other. Most of the 99th salvoed their bombs, the evasive action was 
quite heavy and how 55 heavy bombers avoided collisions can only be attributed to our 
excellant pilots. The 459th went on over the target where, as Roy remembers, they lost 
three 13-24s. We bypassed because most of us had no bombs. Our Squadron retained theirs 
and we hit a target of opportunity but that's another story. Roy recalls highly elevated 
blood pressures which we all attained during those few seconds when the two Groups flew 
through each other. Roy and I share an experience where our paths crossed in a mo st un
usual manner those forty-six years ago. 
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We recall the times when our plane was in trouble and speculate just how much more 
it would take to have put us down, times when, b11t for the Grace of God, you too, might 
have gone down. We wonder why we were placed in situations li.ke these, why some of us 
went down without a chance, why Cy Stidd and the others made :Lt against all odds, why 
some of us came through without a scratch, and then the BIG why, WHY WERE WE THERE IN 
THE FIRST PLACE? One thing certain about every man who served with the 99th Bomb Group 
is that every one of us had answered that ','Call to the Colors" issued by the authority 
of the Government of the United States of America. The question is, were we correct 
when we answered that call? YOU CAN BET YOUR LIFE THAT WE WERE! We did it because i.t 
was right to come to the defense of 011r country after the Japs attacked Pearl H arbor and 
Hitler's declaration of War against us a few days later. It was right ethically, it was 
right morally, it was our duty to uphold the integrity of this Nation and it is also 
Bibli.cally correct. Next time you are confronted with one of these people (I get them 
more often than I thought possible) who persist in implying that "somehow we were wrong 
back then and that we should feel guilty about the part we played," you tell 'em how it 
really was and i.s, even Biblically, tell 1 eJT1 to read in the Book of Romans Chapter 13, 
verses land 2; "Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God. Therefore he who resists authority has opposed 
the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon them
selves." 

These are the Inspired Words of God! 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS 99TH STRATEGIC WEAPONS WING <SACI 

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE. SOUTH DAKOTA 57706·5000 

George F. Coen, Editor 

99 BMG Historical Society 

8608 Bellehaven Pl. N.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112 

Dear Mr. Coen 
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The
.purpose of this letter is t o inform the membership of the 99th BMG Historical 

:�c
�

ety that
.
the 99th ha� been reactivated at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota, as the 

t 
t. �trategic Weapons Wing (SWW) · Our primary mission is to provide combat 

rai?ing to all Strategic Air Command (SAC) aircrews. To this end SAC built the 
Curtis E. LeMay Strategic Training Center (STC) located at Ellswor�h AFB. 

I �m �he pro?ect officer assigned to develop historical displays for the five 
buildings which make up the STC. My plan is to have several displays dedicated to 

:he men of.the 99 BMG who served in World War II. I have made trips t o the USAF 

a�::�;
, 

t

sm
�

thsonian, and the Pentagon attempting to locate suitable photographs or 

f d
, c 

l
s rom the 99 BMG. Some. materials have been located but little is suitable 

or isp ay , 



I contacted one of your members, Mr. Marion Larkin, and he recommended that I call 

on the members of the 99 BMG Historical Society to send in photographs or artifacts 

to be put on permanent display in the STC. All photographs should be accompanied 

by a citation describing who, what, when, and where of the photo subject. I know 
that all of this information may be unknown to you but please let us know what you 

can. Artifacts are any item which you feel represent some aspect of the 99 BMG--a 

squadron patch, scarf, helmet, jacket, compass, printed material, etc. If you are 

unsure about sending an item or photo please call me and I'll try and help. Any 

photos or artifacts not used in the final displays will be turned over to the 

Ellsworth AFB Air and Space Museum to add to their collection. 

You can reach me (Capt Ed O'Neal) at (605) 385-4273 during normal duty hours 

(0730-1630) or at my home at (605) 348-5051. Photos or artifacts should be sent to 

Capt Ed O'Neal P.O. Box 1366, Box Elder, SD 57719-1366. Please don't hesitate to 

call--I'll be glad to answer any questions you might have or help in any way 

possible. I have an answering machine at home--please leave a message and I'll 

promptly return your call. Also, if you are ever in the area we would be happy to 

provide you a tour of our facilities. Base tours are also available daily through 

the Air and Space Museum and are open to anyone who wishes to go. Our goal is to 

build historical displays that let SAC aircrews know of the proud heritage of the 

99th and the importance of our role in the defense of this country. 

Sincerely 

��"9U,1� 
EDWARD J. O'NEAL, JR., Capt, USAF 

99 sww Historical Displays Project Officer 

DEJ:'ARTMS:N't OF THE AIR FORCE 

!t9TH STRAT!:GIC W!:Al"ONS WING ISACl 

i:ll..SWOIHH ,A.I" 1'01'C!: !A�!:. !IOVTH OAKOTA !7704•!000 

99th Bomb Wing Historical Society 
Mr. Bill Smallwood, President 

Dear Mr. Smallwood: 
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20 April 1990 

I was pleased to receive an invitation to attend your conference in .. Huntsville, unfortunately, I 
am unable to attend due to prior commitments. Please pass along· the following comments to 
your membership: 

I am honored to be a member and proud to be commander of the 99th Strategic 
Weapons Wing. The heritage we, as members of todays 99th, 11inheritad11 is largely 
due to the achievements of its former members--you. In the 47+ Years the 99th has 
existed, its missions have been diverse and challenami: Bomba..""Ciment, reconnaissance, 
refueling, and now training. 

This unit has always secured distinctive assiillIIlenta--it was one of only two 
Strategic Air Cornroa..nd wings to participate in the Fighter Interceptor Carrier, 
Reconnaissancs (FICON) program, flying RB-36Da and RF84-Ks which conferred a 
whole new meamng to the word "Trapeze." Our mission is as unique today as it was 
when members of the 99th flew their first combat mission on 31 March 1943 or when 
the unit won its second Distinguished Unit Citation on 23 April 1944 (48 years ago 
this Monday) while bombing the Weiner Neustadt aircraft facilities; now it is Strategic 
Air Command's sole Strategic Warfare training unit--horne of the Curtis E. �ay 
Strategic Warfare Center. 

The 99th has always been in the forefront of excellence, General Carl A. Spattz in 
a letter to General Ira C. Eaker on 9 April 1943 Wl'Ote "The 99th broke in nicely with 
extremely accurate bombing on two of its first missions." Today our mission is to 
prepare today's bomber crews for combat in a dynamic, realiatic e.le�.nic 
environment· roaximiz:ini their combat readiness, capability, and sUl'Vlva.bility. 
Strategic Ai; Command bomber crews fly over the Strategic Training Range Complex 
routes spread out 250,000 square miles over parts of North and South Dakota, 
Wyoming and Montana at altitudes as low as 400 feet. 

In closing, let me extend a welcome for all of you to visi� the. 99� at its new 
home--Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota. Nearby Rapid City 1s the second 
largest city in South Dakota with a population of 511334. Rapid City �s al�o a center 
of education, tourism, and trade for western South Dakota. The city lies on the 
eastern edge of the scenic Black Hills, about twenty-fiv�. miles from Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial . If I or my staff can be of any assistance in the future, please feel 
free to call or write. Congratulations on your success as an organization and have a 
memorable conference. 

�,-.?-/le� 
S F. MCKEON, Colonel, USAF 

mmander 

Our course is clear. We should offer our throat mikes and blouses 
first to the 99th Bomb Wing. Our second choice might be 15th AF at 
March Field. Each of us might inventory the contents of our foot 
lockers and let Captain O'Neal know what we can contribute. I have 

a steel helmet to offer, but it got a big old E-flat dent in it over 
Messina, so maybe the 99SSW will not accept it. 

?he ,1·.,.� r'<---.5<'.J .. · J <-c. r: P 



LIEUTENANT GENERAL E. G. 0HULER. JR. 

Lieutenant General E. G. Shuler, Jr. is commander of Strategic Air Commands's 8th Air Force, 
Barksdale Air Force Base, La. Eighth Air Force is responsible for Strategic Air Command opera
tions in the eastern half of the United States, Europe and the Middle East. It comprises about 
half of SAC's long-range force of manned bombers, tankers and intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

General Shuler was born Dec. 6, 1936 in Raleigh, N.C. He was educated in the city schools 
of Caracas, Venezuela, and Orangeburg, S.C. , graduating from Orangeburg High School in 
1955. The general earned a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering from the Citadel 
Military College of South Carolina in 1959 and a master of science degree in management from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1967. He completed Squadron Officer School in 1964, Com
mand and Staff Course of the Naval War College in 1972, and the National War College in 1976. 

The general, a distinguished graduate of the Reserve Officer Training Corps program, was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in July 1959 and entered active duty. He completed 
preflight training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, and primary flight training at Moore Air 
Base, Texas as a B-52F pilot. From September 1963 until June 1966 he served with the 337th 
Bombardment Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas as a B-52E pilot and aircraft commander 
of a lead crew. 

After completing his master's degree in June 1967, General Shuler was assigned to the 68th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, George Air Force Base, Calif., as a replacement training unit fighter 
pilot. In March 1968 he transferred to the 558th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Cam Ranh Bay Air 
Base, Republic of Vietnam, as an F-4C commander. He served as an assistant flight com
mander and flew 107 combat missions over North Vietnam, the Republic of Vietnam and Laos. 
He also participated in the 558th Tactical Fighter Squadron's operational deployment to South 
Korea following the USS Pueblo crisis, flying 15 combat support missions along the Korean 
demilitarized zone. 

Upon returning to the United States in March, 1969, General Shuler was assigned to Head
quarters 2nd Air Force, Barksdale Air Force Base, as an industrial engineer and subsequently 
served as deputy chief of the Engineering Management Division. The general completed the 
Base Civil Engineer Course at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, as a distinguished 
graduate in November 1969. After completing the Central Flight Instructor Course at Castle 
Air Force Base, Calif. in April 1970, he returned to Barksdale with additional duties as a T-39 
instructor pilot with the 2nd Bombardment Wing standardization board. He ended his tour of 
duty at Barksdale in July 1971 as the assistant deputy chief of staff for civil engineering. 

General Shuler graduated from the Command and Staff Course of the Naval War College 
in June 1972 and was assigned as assistant executive officer to the commander in chief, United 
States Air Forces in Europe, Lindsey Air Station, West Germany. From July 1973 to July 1975 
he served as base civil engineer and commander, 86th Civil Engineering Squadron, Rams
tein Air Base, West Germany. The general completed the National War College in June 1976 
and then was assigned to Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., where he served as director of opera
tions, 3902nd Air Base Wing, and as commander of the 3902nd Operations Squadron. 
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11k�TOQY Of THE 99TH 0TQATEGIC WEAPON0 WING 

The 99th Bombardment Group was activated on 1 June 1942, at Orlando, Florida. After training 
with B-17's in the United States, the group embarked for North Africa on 3 January 1943. Assign
ed to the 12th Air Force, the 99th operated out of Algeria and Tunisia throughout 1943. The 
group bombed airfields, harbors, railroads, viaducts and bridges in North Africa, Sicily, and 
Italy until moving forward to Italy in December 1943. On 5 July 1943, the 99th Bomb Group 
earned its first Distinguished Unit Citation for penetrating heavy defenses over Sicily to bomb 
planes, hangars, fuel supplies, and ammunitions dumps, neutralizing German fighter opposi
tion and facilitating the invasion of Sicily. The 99th then transfered to 15th Air Force and ad
vanced to Italy in December 1943. The 99th went on to fly long-range missions throughout 
occupied Europe against strategic targets including oil refineries, aircraft factories, railroad mar
shalling yards and steel plants. On 23 April 1944 the 99th received its second DUC for withstand
ing severe fighter assaults while bombing the vital German aircraft factory at Wiener-Neustadt. 
The 99th also flew missions in direct support of Allied ground forces at Anzio, Monte Cassino, 
the invasion of southern France, and the final Allied offensive in the Po Valley, April 1945. After 
a few months of occupation duty, the 99th Bombardment Group was inactivated at Marcianise, 
Italy on 8 November 1945. 

The 99th was reactivated on 1 January 1953, at Fairchild AFB, Washington as the 99th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. Equipped with the Convair RB-36 Peacemaker heavy bomber, 
the wing flew operational strategic reconnaissance and bombardment training missions 
throughout the globe. For about one year, the wing was operational with B-36's specially equip- O) 
ped to carry RF-84K Thunderflash reconnaissance fighters under the bombers' fuselage to 
extend the range and capability of the RB-36 as a reconnaissance platform. On 1 October 
1955, the wing was designated 99th Bombardment Wing, Heavy. On 4 September 1956, the 
wing moved to Westover AFB, Massachusetts, taking delivery of 45 factory-fresh Boeing B-52C 
and D Stratofortress bombers. On 1 January 1966, the 99th Air Refueling Squadron joined 
the wing, adding tanker and airborne command post capability. In 1967, the 99th began a series 
of major deployments to Guam and Thailand for .combat and combat support operations. From 
October 1967 to April 1968; from September 1968 to March 1969; from March to June 1970; 
and from April 1972, until the wing's inactivation on 31 March 1974, virtually all the wing's 8-520 
and KC-135 aircraft were deployed to Southeast Asia and committed to SAC combat opera
tions. On 31 March 1974, the 99h Bombardment Wing was inactivated, concurrent with the 
transfer of Westover AFB from active to Air Force Reserve status. 

On 23 June 1989, the 99th was redesignated the 99th Strategic Weapons Wing, and ac
tivates at Ellsworth AFB today. The subordinate units of the 99th are: the 1st Electronic Range 
Group; the Strategic Weapons School; the 25th Strategic Training Squadron, the Directorate 
of Intelligence, the Directorate of Tactics, and Detachment 1, 99SWW (SAC LO) at Nellis AFB, 
Nevada. 
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Sunday Dec 4th A'." 

Dear George and Bermie-

After I recd the last newsletter I made a list of several things that 

I wanted to comment about . I wrote Cortisi in d·2tail about the ''.ilo

Trapini raid,  to �eorge about the LaSpesia raid and lastly an account 

of the I\lght '.'.ission on 9 July and I wanted to make some additional remarks 
about the German Prisoners at Oudna . Before I got to that My Appendix flared 
up and I spent some 20 or so days in andout of the hospital with spme minor 
troubles such as infections etc . After I came home I got the Night Jamming 
mission completed and it should be in your hands .By the way this could be 
the first Jamming mission tried in the ETO ,  

When the three germans were picked up on the line the first thing that 
crossed my mind , was if they had sabotoged any of the planes on their way 
into our perimeeter . I was notified and we in turn notified Gen Atkinson 
at wing and he came out with an interpeter to the Germans who wrre held 

in atent near the end of the runway . The prisoners consisted of a Sergeant and 
two others who had hid out in the hills when the main force surrendered , and 

finally used up the supply of food thay had hidden, decided to come in and geta square 
meal . 

Anyway Gen Atkinson listened to their story and they swore the planes hadnt 
been harmed with thermite being dropped in the cowlings etc . 
As our planes were about to take off on the daily MissionGen A told the Sgt 
that we would line up and watch the planes becoming airborne and if any one 
had trouble He would shoot the Sgt on the spot . He meant it too and the poor 
Sgt , trembling in his boots , had to watch t, 1 r,:i;m"i the take off one by one 
until he was in the clear . After the tkeoff the prisoners were taken of�for 
further interrogation and shipped to the soft life of aprisoner in the USA , 

I sent afew things to Frank English to be given to the 15th A�if they wanted 
thHm such as the complete Summary of the Battle of Ploesti and a couple 
citations from the gps in the J04th Bomb wing . My 1 944 and 1 945 of recoerds etc 
and followed on the heels of the 99th which I left in Jan ' 44 .  

I dont think I will bother you with anymore comments unless I think �lrrk 

s omething is not quite factual and in the interest of correct history should 
be  corrected . 

I hope to be able to go to the Houston reunion and be able to grettyou there . 

Sinserely, 

Thank you, General Upthegrove. 
The greatest feat of the 99th was the Secret Sicilian Mission which you 

led and which blanked out the German r adar . Since it was kept secret 

so that it might be used in Normandy in '44 the history books have 

lost it. I propose to writ e about it  When The Rush Is Over . 
;Je. 0 Vj e. 

9 

Dear George: 

Recently being a new found member of the 99th BG 346 Squad. Reading the Historical 
I came about the article by Joe Kenny. He mentions the fact of having flown a mission 

,--.,.,--in the B-1 7  Actung. She smelled like it was refueling in mid air. 
To set the fact in perspective. Actung was shot down over Bledham t1'1cr . German 

gunnery was on target. We received four direct hits from the tail to the nose. 
Over the intercom came Fire in the Bomb bay. Then came loss of oxygen, then 

silence, next came the explosion, but for some reason that same patch of light that comes 
and all men climb for. 

They say there is a guardian Angel for us all. Mine was looking out for me. 

Crew on the mission Aug 27, 1 944: 
Pilot, 1 st Lt Richard Humbrecht, POW 
Co-Pilot, 2nd Lt William Rucker, POW 
Nav: 
Bomb: 
T /Sgt Irving Learner, Esq, POW 
S/Sgt Nick Lavat, A .E . ,  POW 
T /Sgt Alan Mackie, R.0, KIA 
S/Sgt John Fleming, ARO, KIA 
S/Sgt Tony Lafata, Tail, POW 
S/Sgt Zig Olejarski, Waist, POW 

After liberation, May 4, 1 945 and Gen Eisenhower's speech that all POWs stand fast, 
five of us left camp for the American lines which we reached May 1 0, '45. The five were: 

Leo J .  Cain, Burlington, VT 
Guy A Lafata, St Louis, MO 
M.J.  McConwill, Jersey City, NJ 
Harold L. Beesom, Sand Springs, OK 
Myself-Zig Olejarski, Staten Island, NY, now residing Indian Harbour Bch, FL 

This the best of recollection . 

Geo. Hope this info is of any help. 

99th 

0TQATEGIC WEAPON0 WING 

ACTIVATION CEREMONY 

10 AUGUST 1989 

Zig Olejarski 
262 Ma ri' o V'I  St. 
Indian Harbour Bch. 
Florida 32937 

ELISWOQTH AfB 

00UTH DAKOT/\ 
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HEADQUARTERS 416TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ( H )  
APO 520 U.S. ARMY 

1 November 1 944 

SUBJECT: Historical Records 
TO: Commanding General, Fifteenth Air Force, Attention: Historian 

(Through Channels) 

1 . Unit History of the 416th Bombardment Squadron ( H )  for the period October 1 ,  
1 944 to October 3 1  , 1 944. 

a. The present designation of the unit is the 41 6th Bombardment Squadron 
( H ) ,  99th Bombardment Group ( H ) ,  5th Wing, 15th Air Force, Army Air Forces. 

b .  Changes in organization: 
( 1 ) No changes in designation of the unit. 
(2) No transfer of unit as a whole. 
(3) 1 st It .  Cecil M .  Buffalo, 0-705506, designated Flight Commander, 

Flight "B" vice Capt. Donald C.  Thorssen, 0-755949, relieved 1 3  Oct. 
1 st Lt. Clarence W. Boringhaus, 0-7061 13, designated Flight 

Commander, Flight "C" vice 1 st Lt. Kenneth L. Allen, 0-755493, relieved 18 Oct. 
1 st Lt. Jack E. Pophan, 0-764437, designated Flight Commander, 

Flight "D" vice 1 st Lt. Cecil M .  Buffalo, 0-705506, relieved, 1 8  October. 
c. Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted: 

( 1 )  Month of October, 1 944. 
(a)  October 1 ,  1 944 
( b) Net Increases 
( c) Net Decreases 
( d )  October 31 ,  1 944 

Officers - 87, Enlisted - 408 
Officers - 9, Enlisted - 1 4  
Officers - 0, Enlisted - 0 
Officers - 96, Enlisted - 422 

d. The unit has been stationed at Tortorella Airdrome, Italy, during the 
month of October, 1 944. 

e .  No movements were made during the month. 
f. Campaigns: 

( 1 ) The squadron has been engaged in the Italian Campaign. 
(2) Duration: From 10 August 1 943, and still in progress. 

g.  Operations: 
( 1 ) the squadron participated on 1 4  operational missions during 1 2  

operational days i n  the month of October, 1 944. Targets for the month included marshalling 
yards, bridges, oil refineries, armament factory, and troop concentration . No enemy aircraft 
were encountered during the month, and consequently no victories were scored in aerial 
combat. The squadron lost no aircraft. The squadron suffered one casualty : S/Sgt Carl A.  
Persson, 37707387, aerial gunner, died of unknown causes while on a combat mission to 
Blechhammer, Germany, 13 October. 

(2) Summary of the month's missions: 
4 Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Munich, Germany. Lt. 

Col Barr led the squadron and the group on this mission. 6 of our aircraft completed the 
mission. the target was smoke covered, and bombing results were unobtainable. No enemy 
aircraft were seen; flak was heavy, intense, and accurate, and 5 of our planes were slightly 
damaged. No casualties. 

4 Oct 1 944 - Target: Railroad and Highway Bridges, Pordenoda, 
Italy. On this second mission of the day, Captain Thorssen led the squadron with 4 of our 
planes completing the mission. The primary target was overcast, and this · target of 
opportunity was hit with fairly good results. Opposition, damages, casualties: nil. 

7 Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Nove Zsaky, Hungary. 
capt. McKnight led the squadron, and 1 0  of our planes bombed this target, including 6 of our 
planes that had been dispatched to Vienna, but which were unable to reach that target due to 

I I  

weather conditions. although a large percentage of the bombs were wide of the assigned are, 
the marshalling yards was fairly well hit, with direct hits being scored on the roundhouse. 
Opposition, damage, and casualties: nil. 

1 0  Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Mestro, Italy. With 
Maj . Seward leading the Group and Squadron, 7 of our aircraft completed the mission. The 
bombs hit over and to the right of the assigned target area. No enemy aircraft encountered; 
flak was heavy, intense and accurate, and 6 of our planes suffered damage. There were no 
casualties. 

1 2  Oct 1 944 - Target: Bivouac Area, Bologna, Italy. capt. 
Blackmon led the Squadron. 1 1 aircraft took off, 1 returned early, and 1 0  completed the 
m1ss1on. The bombs fell in a good pattern, but were over the assigned area. No enemy 
aircraft; flak was heavy, moderate and accurate, with several of our planes being damaged. 
There were no casualties. 

1 3  Oct 1 944 - Target: Blechhammer South Oil Refinery, 
Germany. With Lt. Col. Barr leading the Group and Squadron, 6 of our planes completed the 
mission. The target was obscured by clouds and smoke, and no results were obtainable. No 
enemy aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, accurate, with all 6 of our planes being damaged. 
S/Sgt. Carl A .  Persson, 37707387, died of unknown causes while on the mission. 

1 3  Oct 1 944 - Target: Florisdorf Oil Refinery, Vienna, Austria. 
Capt. McKnight led the Squadron on this second mission of the day. 4 of our aircraft 
completed the mission. The target was smoke covered, and no results were obtained. No 
enemy aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, accurate, and all 4 of our planes were damaged. 
There were no casualties. 

1 4  Oct 1 944 - Target: Blechhammer North Oil Refinery, 
Germany. Capt. Thorssen led the Squadron. 9 of our planes took off, 1 returned early, 8 
dropped on the target, and 7 returned to the base. 1 aircraft landed at a friendly field, low on 
gasoline. The target was well hit with excellent coverage of the assigned area. No enemy 
aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, and inaccurate, with only 2 of our planes being slightly 
damaged. There were no casualties. 

1 6  Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Salzburg, Germany. 
Lt. Col. Barr led the Group and Squadron, with 9 of our planes completing the mission . The 
primary target was overcast, and Salzburg, the 7th alternate, was bombed. Results were 
poor, but a few hits were scored on the roundhouse. No enemy aircraft; flak was moderate 
and inaccurate. We suffered no damage and no casualties. 

17 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Blechhammer South Oil Refinery, 
Germany. With Capt. Blackmon leading, 7 planes took off, 1 returned early, and 6 completed 
the mission. Bombing was by PFF through an overcast, with unobserved results. No enemy 
aircraft, and only slight flak. No damage, and no casualties. 

20 Oct 1 944 - Target: Oil Storage Depot, Regensberg, Germany. 
With Capt Thorssen leading, 9 of our planes took off, 2 returned early, and 7 completed the 
mission. Bombing was by PFF with unobserved results. No enemy aircraft; flak was slight 
and inaccurate. We suffered no damage and no casualties. 

23 Oct 1 944 - Target: Skoda Works, Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. 
Major Seward led the Group and Squadron. 1 0  of our aircraft completed the mission . The 
target was completely overcast, and results were unobtainable. Opposition, damage, and 
casualties: nil. 

26 Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Innsbruck, Austria. 
Once aircraft, piloted by Lt. Col. Barr, dropped on the target. The bombs hit slightly short of 
the assigned area. Several enemy aircraft were seen in the target area, but none were 
encountered. Flak was heavy and intense, but no damage was suffered. There were no 
casualties. 

28 Oct 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Munich, Germany. 
One aircraft, piloted by Lt. Buffalo, was dispatched to the target. the bombs were dropped 
through an overcast, with unobserved results. This mission was flown at night, and was the 
first operational, night combat mission flown by the Squadron. One unidentified enemy aircraft 
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was seen in the target area, but was not encountered. Flak was heavy, moderate, and 
inaccurate--there was no damage and no casualties . 

h Important Missions of the Squadron Commander, MaJor Wayne J. 
Seward : Squadron Mission #261 , 10 October 1944, to Marshalling Yards, _Mestro, Italy. 
Squadron Mission #269, 23 October 1944, t<:> Skode Work�, Pilsen,  �zechoslovak1a. 

i . Losses in Action--Off1cers and Enlisted Men. S/Sgt . Carl A. Persson, 
37707387, died of unknown causes while on a combat mission over Blechhammer, Germany, 
13 October 1 944. 

2. 
31,  1944 

j .  Members of the Squadron who have distinguished themselves: 
Capt . Walter R. Kinyon - Distinguished Flying Cro�s 

1 st Lt. Martin {NMI) Stransky - Distinguished Flying Cross 

1 st Lt. Kenneth L. Allen - Distinguished Flying Cross 

1 st Lt. Harry J. Grove - Distinguished Flying Cross 

1st Lt. Clifford W. Brown - Distinguished Flying Cross 

Capt. Clarence . Rowland - Soldier's  Medal 
Sgt. William N. Metcalf - Soldier's Medal 
Sgt . Arnold F. Eydenberg - Soldier's Medal 
Sgt . Earl A. Silvis - Soldier's Medal 
Pfc. Joseph M. Alenillo - Soldier's Medal 
Pfc. William N. Penzerelle - Soldier's Medal 
Pvt . Edwin J. Morrison - Soldier's Medal 
S/Sgt James A. Kish - 1 st Oak Leaf Cl�ster to Soldier's Medal 

Enclosed is the war diary of this unit for the period October 1 ,  1944 to 

For the Commanding Officer 

ERNEST F.  BALDWIN JR., 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Squadron Historian 

FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP { H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 

Office of the Operations Officer 

(LOADING LIST) 

October 

APO 520 

SUBJECT: Combat Crews on Today's Mission 
TO: Commanding Officer, 99th Bombardment Group (H)  AAF 

B-17F #507 
P Orance, Albert 
CP Barton, Terry 
N Sayer, Jot 0. 
B Fisher, Brayton 
TT Cepek, G.F. 
WG Longenbach, L.L. 
R Brinker, Q.D. 
BT Toomey, T. 
TG Young, E .K .  

Major 

2nd Lt. 
1 st Lt. 
1st Lt. 
T /Sgt . 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 

B-17F #765 
P Thistlewood, John 
CP Amundson, V.A.  
N Strassberg, Jack 
B Casey, Thomas E. 
TT Daniel ,  Ferrel E. 
WG Fallen, C.H. Jr., 
R Mazu, Mike A. 
BT Eyer, Charles M. 
TG Lippolt, B. W. 
F Streetmen, G.A. 

5 July 1943 

1 st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd It. 
T /Sgt . 
S/Sgt . 
T/Sgt . 
S/Sgt . 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 

B-17 #482 
P Was, Frank 
CP Boggio, Reynolds 

N Lesney, J.J.  
B May, F.P. 
TT Rains, R.R. 
WG Piatek, Leon 
R Barthel ,  Jason D.  
BT Brown, Harry S.  
TG McGorry, C.L. 
X osborne, W.E. 

B-17F #509 
P Mitchell, Carl D.  
CP Chase, Lionel E .  
N Kotowski, John P.  
B Gutz, Theodore F.  
TT Spears, Paul M .  
WG schulz, B.E.  
R Garvis, L.L. 
BT Rhoads, Mason L. 
TG Peterson, Paul M. 

B-17F #472 
P Windrum, Carl K. 
CP Breitbach, R.J. 
N Feigenbaum, J.C.  
B Hemmingsen,  D .  T. 
TT Williams, J .M.  
WG West, N.R. 
R Klukas, W.A. 
BT Meier, G.E. 
TG Kundert, Lewis H.  

1 st It . 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
S/Sgt . 
Sgt. 
T /Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 
2nd Lt. 

1 st It. 
2nd Lt. 
Captain 
Captain 
JT /Sgt . 
S/Sgt. 
T/Sgt . 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt . 

1 st It. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
T /Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
T /Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt . 

1 3  

B-17F #883 
P Buck, S.E. 
CP Braungart, K.G. 
N Fitzpatrick, R.J. 
8 Lutkus, A.E.  
TT McKinnon, J .W. T/Sgt . 
WG Depew, A.W. 
R Surman, C.J. 
BT Gushroske, L.C. 
TG Garland, J . H. 

B-17F #413 
P Norris, John R., Jr. 
CP Dahl, Eldon H. 
N Seila, C.F. 
B Kidwiler, W.W. 
TT Walker, C.A. 
WG Martingnetti, Edward F .  
R Wiciak, M.C.  
BT Malaga, Steve 

TG Bernat, Paul V. 

1st It. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 

S/Sgt. 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 

1st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
T/Sgt . 
S/Sgt . 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt . 
S/Sgt. 

For the Squadron Commander: 

/a/ DANIEL V. MACDONALD 
/t/ DANIEL V. MACDONALD 

Captain, Air Corps 

Operations Officer 

MISSION #77 

9 SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Nine B-17Fs took off from Oudna field #1 at 0600 hrs to their target at Capua, Italy. There were n<:> early r'=:turns and all planes dropped their 500-lb. bombs over the target . The highwa and railroad bridges were well covered with hits by the bomb groups. no E/ A wer� encou�tered, and flak was reported as heavy, slight, and inaccurate both as to altitude and deflection. There was no damage done to our A/C and none of our crew members suffered injuries. 

aew:I 
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MISSION #78 

1 0  SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Ten B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0745 hrs to their target. lsernia, Italy. There 
were no early returns and all ten ships dropped their bombs over the target. There was no 
flak at all, and no E/ A were encountered. None of our planes suffered damage, and there 
was [sic] no injuries among the crew members. All planes returned safely to their base at 
1300 hrs. 

aew: I  

MISSION #79 

1 1  SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Nine B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0950 hrs to their target, the highway and railroad 
bridges at Benevento, Italy . There were no early returns and all ships dropped their 500-lb 
bombs over the target. Flak was reported as being heavy, moderate, and inaccurate. No 
E/ A were encountered. None of our planes suffered damages and there were no injuries 
among the crew members. All planes returned safely to their base at 1 630 hrs. 

aew 

MISSION #80 

12 SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Nine B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0940 hours to their target which was the A/B at 
Frosinome, Italy . Three planes returned early due to mechanical trouble. Six planes dropped 
their Drag bombs over the target. There were no E/ A encountered and flak was reported as 
heavy, slight, and inaccurate. There was no damage done to our ships, and none of the crew 
members suffered injuries. All planes returned safely at 1443 hrs. 

aew:I 

MISSION #81 

13 SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Nine B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0700 hrs to their target of the highways and 
troops at Torre Annunziata, Italy. Eight ships dropped their 500-lb. bombs over the target. 
No E/ A were encountered and flak was reported as being heavy, slight, and inaccurate. All 
planes returned safely to their base at 1330 hrs. There were no injuries among the crew 
members. 

aew:I 

MISSION #82 

14 SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Seven B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0545 hrs to their target at Eboli, Italy. There 
objective was to bomb troop concentrations and highways of escape. No enemy A/C were 
encountered and there was no flak at all. All planes and crew members returned safely to 
their base at 2 1 1 5  hours. 

aew:I 
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MISSION #83 

16 SEPTEMBER 1 943 

Nine B-17Fs took off from Oudna Field #1 at 0705 hrs to their target of t�e highway and 

railroad bridges at Benevento, Italy . There was one early return due to mechanical troubl�, and 

eight planes dropped their 500-lb. bombs over the target. There w�s no enemy pursuit, and 

no flak over the target. Flak at the Capua A/D was reported as �e1:'g. heavy, moderate, and 

accurate. None of our planes were damaged, and there was no 1nJunes to any of the crew 

members. All planes returned safely to their base at 1 245 hrs. 

OMITTED FROM THE MAY 1 984 NEWSLETTER 

m i l e s an d  o ne  l arge  f i re was observed. The f l ak encountered was heavy and accurate 
but moderate and no d amage was recei ved by our ai rcr aft. From 25 to 30 f i ghters were 
e n c o u n t ered  and al though no d amage was recei ved by our ai rcr aft the fol l ow i ng c l aims 
were mad e : S h i p  #467 , 343th , 1 NW 190 destroyed ; Sh i p #494, 343t h , 1 ME109 destroy
e d ,  S h i p  #48 2 ,  4 16 t h  1 M E 1 09  d e s troyed , S h i p  # 765 , 416t h  1 ME109 destroyed ;  Sh � p  
#470  346t h  1 ME 109 prob. dest. S h i p  #526 , 346th , 1 Ma. 202 , prob .  destroyed ,  S h i p  
#46 8 :  346th : 1 M E  1 0 9  prob .  d e s t r oyed , S h i p  #486 , 343th , 1 ME 1 0 9 ,  d amaged;  S h i p  
# 7 6 5 , 4 1 6t h , 1 ME  1 0 9 , d am aged ; A tot a l o f  4 destroyed ,  3 probab l y  destroyed and 2 
d amaged. 

May 1 4 ,  1 943 
T h e  1 7 t h  m i s s i on w as f l own today wi th the t arget as s h i pp i ng at C i v i t avecch i a , 

It a l y .  2 6  s h i p s  of th i s  group  t oo k  off an d  3 r e t u r n e d  e ar l y  d u e  t o mech a n i c a l  
trou b l e .  The 2 3  s h i p s  over the t arget dropped 276X500# bombs or a total o f  6 9  tons. 
T h e  f o l l ow i ng d amage was done to the  t arget and i s  c l ai med jo i nt l y  wi th the 2nd Bomb 
Gp ,  5 M/V ' s  sunk , 1 M/V and  2 P /CYV ' s  probab ly  sunk ,  and  a P / C / V  s ever e l y  d amaged , 
many smal l  vessel s s u nk or destroyed , much of rai lroad and ro l l i ng stock i n  dock area 
destroyed or d amaged,  s ever a l warehouses d amaged sev e r e l y  an d  ot her s  l e s s  s e vere l y  
most  o f  t h e  b ay ' s  are d am aged  a nd  s ever a l b u i l d i n g s  i n  the town rece i ved ser i ous  
d amag e. The  f l ak e n c o u nt ered  w as s l i g h t and  i n ac c u r at e a nd  t he_ f i g h t ers  �ere 
n e g l i g i b l e  t h erefore  none of  our a i r cr aft  were damaged and  no c l a i ms made agai nst 
enemy a i rcr aft .  Dur i ng the d ay word was rece i ved from wi ng th at the next t hree  d ay s  
wou l d  be ho l i d ays. 

May 1 5 ,  1 6 ,  & 17 , 1 943 
T h e s e  d ay s  be i n g h o l i d ay s  most  of t he  personnel l eft to go to Al g i er s ,  Oran ,  

Const ant i ne and other 1 arge towns. Two men even went  as f ar a s G i  br a l t er  a nd  some 
who s t ayed i n  t h i s  v i c i n i ty l ef t j u s t d u r i n g  t h e  d ay t o s e e  t he  Roman  ru i ns at 
O j em i k a  and  s pent  t he  d ay i n  t own s  s u c h  as C o n s t ant i ne. O n  t he  1 5 t h  word w as 
recei ved that t he ground eche l on was i n  Oran and wou l d  be here as s o o n  as t r an s po r 
t at i o n w as av a i l ab l e .  O n  t h e  afternoon of t he 1 7th a l l  men returned and h ad to go 
r i ght to  work l o adi ng bombs for the next d ays m i s s i o n. C o l . R a i n ey a l s o  c ame b ac k  
from B o n e  after be ing  re leased from the hosp i t al there and h e  and S/Sgt .  May,  S/Sgt. 
M u r r ay and  T/Sgt. H al l  h ad rece i ved the  purp l e  heart. On t he 16th s h i p  #856 and crew 
arr i ved and were as s i gned . 

M i s s i o n # 1 8  was f l own t h i s  d ay w i t h t h e p r i m ary t arget as M e s s i n  s ·  · However due to weather cond i t i ons  the a l t ernate t arget Tr ap a n i  S i  . 1 
a ,  

b 
i c i l y. 

2 7  s h i p s of t h i s  g r o u p  took  off ac comp an i ed by t h e  other 3 'grou�� {n�
a
/ re�

mbed
d ear l y  due to mech an i c a l troub l e. The 20 sh i p s  over the target dropped 240XSOO# �

rn
� or  a tot a l ?f .  6 0  ��n s . T�e m i s s i o n w as o n ly  moderately successfu l  due to the �:c� th at no spec i f i c  a im i ng poi nt was g i ven and on ly  a sma l �  port i o n  of the town was h i t. Th� f l ak e�countered was heavy and moder ate but rather i n accurate a l tho h f s h i ps rece i ved some d amaqe. uq one o our 
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THREE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP {H)  ARMY AIR FORCES 

Office of the Operations Officer 
(LOADING LIST) 

SUBJECT: Combat Crews on today's Mission 

APO 520 NATOUSA 
5 July 1943 

TO: Commanding Officer, 99th Bombardment Group ( H )  

B-17F #42-29857 Crew #19 
P Drake, J .H .  2nd Lt. 
CP Castro, Flake 2nd It. 
N Schoedinger, V.F. 2nd Lt. 
B Cadger, Edward J. 2nd Lt. 
E Campbell, William T /Sgt. 

B-17F #23164 Crew #5 
P Bankhead, H.B. 
CP Bruno, J.E. 
N Boyle, J .A .  
B Gault, T.G. 
TT Florek, J.J. 
WG Gosselin, L.J. 
R Diethorn, George H.  
BT May, G.G.  
WG Hall, M.E. 
TG Guerard, J .D .  

B-17F #29918 Crew #7 
P Stuart, J.A. 
CP Hayes, J . H .  
N Sled, P .A.  
B Hawke, T.C. 
TT Pouliot, E.E. 
WG Stedman, L.B. 
R Alley, N.A.  
BT Stanbro, W.D.  
WG Gregory, D.F.  
TG Pizza, G.J. 

AE Robin, Leo E. 
R Jackson, Edward J. 
AR Worthey, Emmett R. 
G Warmer, Benjamin F. 
G McGee, Carlton J. 

A TRUE COPY: 
Certified by: 

1 st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 

1 st Lt. 
2nd It. 
2nd It. 
2nd Lt. 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
T/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 

S/Sgt. 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt. 
Cp. 

JOHN A. SAROSY 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant 

B-17F #42-25842 Crew #22 
P Davis, William C. 1 st It. 
CP Rohrer, G.W. F/0 
N Chapman, Charles C. 2nd Lt. 
B Dunaway, James P. 2nd Lt. 
E Tipton, Leonard R. T /Sgt. 

B-17F #5786 Crew #6 
P Moseley, F.G. 
CP LeBlond, R.E. 
N Luther, H.0. 
B 5adler, H .A .  
TT England, T.B. 
WG Siedl, R. ( NMI) 
R Born, W.J. 
BT Burkhardt, J.F.  
WG Brust, W.B. 
TG Klug, H .H. 

AE Haynes, Falvey G .  
R Sisneros, Rudolph I. 
AR Creo, Robert H. 
G Youngblood, Rex G. 

1 st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
1 st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
T/Sgt. 
Cpl. 
T /Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 

S/Sgt. 
T /Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
S/Sgt. 
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B-17F #42-29492 Crew #24 
P Graham, Charles M.  1 st Lt. 
CP Garner, Eldon R. 2nd Lt. 
N Dobmeyer, Paul F .  1 st Lt. 
B Schnellbacher, R.E. 2nd Lt. 
E Finnegan, John S. T /Sgt. 
AE Grantham, Alden S/Sgt. 
R Shafran, Albert T /Sgt. 
AR Ciovacco, James A.  S/Sgt. 
G Edwards, Walter E. S/Sgt. 
G Lloyd, Kenneth E. Sgt. 

B-17F #42-29483 Crew #27 
P Davis, Albert E .  1 st Lt. 
CP Ewoldt, Allen J. 2nd Lt. 
N Perry, Herbert 0. 1 st Lt. 
B Shank, Vincent E. 1 st Lt. 
E Withrow, John B. T /Sgt. 
AE Huckabee, Allen B. S/Sgt. 
R Fleming, David 0.  T /Sgt. 
AR Esposito, Frank M.  S/Sgt. 
G Mills, Robert M. S/Sgt. 
G Logan, Carson E .  Sgt. 
F Torssell, N.E. Sgt. 

B-1 7F #42-25388 Crew #23 
P Samuelson, Stanley H.  1 st Lt. 
CP Caraberis, John G. 2nd Lt. 
N Driscoll, Claire E. 2nd Lt. 
B Down, William C. 2nd Lt. 
E Sills, Lawrence B. T /Sgt. 
AE McCrossan, Andrew W. S/Sgt. 
R Matthews, Fleming G. T /Sgt . 
AR Boardman, Edward J.  JS/Sgt. 
G Heyden, Jerome G .  S/Sgt. 
G Lipman, Aaron Sgt. 

( Early return) 

A TRUE COPY: 
Certified by: 

JOHN A. SAROSY 
Captain, Air Corps 
Adjutant 

B-17F #42-29486 Crew #26 
P Devane, Martin J .  1 st Lt. 
CP Freeburg, Howard L. 2nd Lt. 
N Drueding, Edward B. 1 st Lt. 
B Lavine, Sanford V. 2nd Lt. 
E Craton, William J. T /Sgt. 
AE Harold, James A.  S/Sgt. 
R Penoyer, Harold E .  T /Sgt. 
AR Curley, Frank A. S/Sgt. 
G Yorton, Harold A.  S/Sgt. 
G Snitkins, Louis A.  Sgt. 

B-17F #42-29790 Crew # 
P Elliott, R.F. 
CP McLaughlin, E.P. 
N Burke, R.J. 
B Douglas, W .S. 
E Shimp, H.W. 
AE Mabante, J .A.  
R Laybe, V. 
AR Freeland, J .C .  
G Karkut, S.J. 
F Potts, A. 

For the Squadron Commander: 

Captain 
1 st Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
M/Sgt. 
Pfc. 
T/Sgt. 
T /Sgt. 
Pfc. 
Sgt. 

/s/ ALBERT E. DAVIS 
/t/ ALBERT E. DAVIS 

1 st Lt., Air Corps 
Ass't Operations Officer 
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15 Die · in Crash of Jet 

Tal{e -Off Tanl{er After 
From Westover 
Tanl{er's Sister Pla11es 
Set N.Y.-Londo11 Records 
.._:P.IZ,-_ ' .KOR.TO� AIR BASE. 

Englam, ,',\Pl-A C.S. Air Force 
,iet tan' er set donn at this Ox
fordshir� air base today after 
making the fastest--e,·er !\ew York 
to Lon�on transatlantic flight. 
_ Its time for ;he 3,337-mile flight : 
;, hours 22 mir.utes 29.68 seconds. 

lt wis follo,ved by a second 
huge l(Cl35 S:ratotanker 11·hich 
also flashed over London in faster 
time than any previous m ark for 
the route. 
Tragedy Cancels· Retum 
The official time of the second 

tanker was 5 hours 29 minutes 37 
seconds; and its average speed 
wils 626.5 miles an hour. 

Average speed was about GH 
miles per hour. 

The previous Kew York to Lo,1-
don record of 6 hours 16 r.:inutes 
\\·as set by a Royal Air Force 
Canberra bomber in August 1955. 

A U.S. Air Force snokesman 
said the flight v.as being· made to 
demonstrate the Air Force's cap
ability to send high-performance 
jet tanker aircraft to strate"'ic 
points anywhere in the ll"Orld. " 

The Stratotankers are the mili
tary version of the Boeing 707 jet 
airliner, which is scheduled · to 
go· into transatlantic commercial 
service next year. The commer
cial type will carry up to 147 pas
sengers or 25 tons of cargo. 
_ :Members of the crew of the first The tankers had planned to take tanker said they did not learn of off on II London to New York rec- the era.sh until they reached Britord attempt after a brief stopo,·er ain. 

here._ T:i.is plan was abandoned be- . , , 
cause a third tanker in the flight . '(. 

· 1 n Bun ell. the 40-,·ear-
crashed early today as it was tak- h

't f
' !

g it comm� . 11 m ma-
ing off from Westover Air Force 

na, Neb., 11 ho tode m the first 
_ ____ _ tanker, told a reporter: 

Base in :i\Iassachuse:ts kil!;ng 1:-i "We had no ·news of the crash 
persons. 

· ' until we landed. I can·t imagine 
The Pentagon in \\"ashim:ton 

i,·hat caused it. To mv knowledo-e 
said the first tanker 11 a, clockrd 

that is the first one of ·these plan
-
�s 

o\·er Kew York at 12: '.'9 .37_8, that ever crashed." 
�?T '... and 1!,en o,·cr London ar The first plane was piloted hv 
;-, :;i2 : ,  .48, EDT. ?lfaj. Burl B. QaYenpo1t of Sa;, 

Antonio, Tex. A 

011e of Four 

Seeking New 
Speed 1'1larli 
6 News1nen Killed; 

Plane Skidded 
Across Turnpike 
W E  S T O  V E R AIR FORCE 

BASE, Mass. (L'PD-A giant jet 
strato - tanker crashed and ex
ploded _ on takeoff early today, 
killing a!! :i.5 men aboard while 
two sister ships streaked across 
the Atlantic to set a new speed 
record. 

Six newsmen were among the 
victims aboard the three million 
dollar plane which snapped two 
115.000-volt power lines. bounced 
across a superhi\:hway and landed 
wi::1 a burst of flames in a corn 
field. 

The other vicfar.s included Se\·· 
en crew members and two rep
resentatives of the ;,;-ational Aero
naur.ics A�,nr1�t'0 .....  
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Raid On RoIDe 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, North Africa (By 

Wireless) - Many heavy bombers had been over 
Rome when we got there. As we turned in from 
the sea to run down from the north, we could see 
on_ our right rolling clouds of smoke being blown 
from a target-the work of the 
bombers ahead of us. 

Ten minutes later, our group 
of Flying .Fortresses was rush
ing down the bomb run over 
the same target. Because of the 
controversy that might easily 
develop over this air attack on 
Rome, I made it my special busi
ness to watch as closely as 1 
could. I was in the nose of the 
plane with the bombardier. 

Particularly, I watched from 
my right hand window, for on 
that side lay the Vatican, just across the winding 
Tiber. Actually it was three to four miles away. 
We could not possibly have hit -it without making 
a special detour to do so. 

No - accident could have caused bombs to drop 
even near the Vatican. Several churches, espe
cially marked on the pilot's charts, also were 
out my right window and all. were clear. 

I emphasize this because Axis propagandists 
easily can distort facts about this raid. Several 
newspaper correspondents were invited to ac
company the mission so they might give inde
pendent testimony. 

Enemy_ Fighters Scoot for Safety 
The impressive thing about the raid on Rome 

was the pitiful opposition encountered. This parade 
of ,Allied bombers, heavies and mediwns with es
corting P-38s, was making bomb runs over the 
heart of Rome for hours in, you might say, a 
tr�umphal procession. What.ever Mussolini may 
have been doing at the time, he must have recog
�zed this All1ed parade of devastating air power -
as an omen of doom. 

We saw only two enemy llghters 1n the air. It 
.was just after 0\11'. bombs were dropped. Our bom
bardier and navigator swung their machine guns 
at them and there was a terriflc�din for a few 
seconds in our nose compartment, but neither 
fighter was looking for anything except a safe place 

, to · the rear: · They made no_ passes at us, just beat 
" it like small boys running past through a gantlet. 

Then we saw tl,ak. I had been hearing about 
flak for a long time, but this was a poor speci
men, so om; crew told me. It was set too far ahead 
or_ broke too low. Our crew said it was not good 
aiming 'or fuse setting. 

That was all there was to the enemy oppositton. 
The whole Allied show, carefully arranged over a. 
period of months. :went clocking off on schedule. 

Maj 

By Raymond Clapper 
We were back over our field 15 minutes ahead of 
our estimated time of arrival, fixed when we left 
hours earlier. 

Crews Warned About 'Must Nots' 
Our Fortress had bombs to drop at the extreme 

right hand corner of the ra�lroad yards. For days, 
the Air Force Command had been working out 
bomb charts. All crews were given a map and en
larged air photographs, with the Vatican and other 
religious institutions marked out. The Vatic_a,n 
had a large white line drawn around it. Each of 
several such locations had a warning in large let
ters: "Must on no account be damaged." 

At briefing, the crews were told not to drop 
bombs if there was any doubt or if the target was 
obscured to the slightest degree by clouds of smoke. 
The Command had been conscious of its respon
sibility in th�s matter. It considered Rome a mili
tary target because it was a bottleneck for rail 
traffic from Germany through Brenner Pass to 
Southern Italy and Sicily. 

The railroad tracks were congested, making 
a good target. Furthermore, they were on the 
opposite side of the city from the Vatican and 
h�storic monuments. Even so. there was much 
anxiety Jest some enthusiastic pilots get out or 
hand. At the briefing of our crew, Col. Fay R. 
Upthegrove, leader of our group, said: "I don't 
want any individual bombing today." 

I wore an oxygen mask about two hours during 
the active part or the trip. No particular strain 
was evident around tµe plane until the climb for 
bombing altitude started. 

Then the crew adjusts their parachutes and 
oxygen masks. The bombardier settles· down to an 
Intense study of his bombing chart, because he 
must recognize the aiming point as it comes up in 
his bombsight. All crew members scan the sky 
everywhere, looking for enemy fighters. The ma
chine guns are unstrapped, ready for use. 

Over Before He Knew It 

As far as I was concerned, the most tension was 
just as we started down the bomb run. but when 
we were over the - target, and also in the flak, so 
much was happening that suddenly I realized it was 
all over and everything was all right. 

As soon as we were out of the enemy area, an 
amazing quiet settled over the ship. Our co-pilot, 
Col. R. H. Smith of Nashville, asked the waist gun
ner on ·the interphone how his watermelons were 
that the Colonel had placed in the ship for cooling. 
The melons were nicely chilled, but when the Colonel 
cut them, back at the field, they had spoiled inside, 
which was the only bad luck in our Fortress group -
all day long. 

{A f H,t!. .J ro ve 5 Ft/e.s 
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Dear George : 

4 0 7  Ravena ! Road 
Ande rs o n ,  s . c .  2 9 6 2 1  
Ju l y  2 0 , 1 9 9 0  

J n  re ference t o  the  l e t ter f rom John Szabo concern ing  RADAR ON TOP TURRETS 
my crew happened to have been one of the 5 crews s e l ected  t o  have one o f  
these p lanes ass i gned t o  u s . 

I n  Oc tober 1 9 4 4  we were b e i ng process  to be s h i pped overseas  when a 
hurricane h i t  savanna h ,  Ga . Al l plapes possible  were moved i n l and a nd 
just  a f ter the  s torm had b l own though 5 crews were t o l d  a t  9 : 0 0 A . M .  we 
would  be sh ipping out at 1 1 : 0 0 A .  M .  We were put on a t r a i n  to Boston , 
Mas s .  and f i nally  wound up  a t  Bed ford , Mass . j ust  o u t s i d e  o f  Boston . We 
s tayed about 6 week s ,  m a i n l y  just  havi ng a good t ime . The Eng i neer and I 
( A . E . ) were checked o u t  on these guns . What i t  was you  turned on a few 
sw i thes ,  poi nt  guns at i ncom i ng E . A .  and the  rad i a l s  would automat icly  
focus wi thout turn i ng the  handles  of  the  guns . A l l  you  had  to  do was  t o  
frame the  plane i n s ide  t h e  rad i a l s  and i t  wou ld  g i ve . proper lead . I t  
worked real good o n  a P- 5 1  i n  pract ice , however , s ince f ig h ter attack s had 
s lowed down by the  t ime planes  arri ved I do not k n ow how e f fect ive they 
were in combact . 

We called these planes  FLACK MAGNETS as  they a lways g o t  shot  up pretty  
bad . Doug Reid ' s  crew , w i th whom we were c lose , had  a m i d- a i r  over Vienna 
w i th our new Sqdn . Commande r .  I thought a l l  the  planes  b u t  ours went 
down . Our plane was 4 6 6 9 4 . I t  went to Berl i n  the day a f t e r  I was shot down 
whi le f i l l ing i n  on another  crew on the Rueland , m i s s i o n .  An 8 8  went 
through w ing and a f ter  f ly i ng a l l  the  way back t o  I t a l y  a p i c t ure was take  
w i th 6 men stand ing  in  hole  made i n  w i ng . I saw the  p i c ture but  d o  not  
have i t .  

Another point  o f  i nterest  about # 4 6 6 9 4  we f l�w back t o  Savannah , and we 
started overseas w i th some other  planes . We were turned  back from Banger ,  
Me . to Grenier F i e l d ,  N . H .  because of  a snow s torm . I won ' t  say who was 
f lying as  he i s  a member of t h i s  associat ion , but he e i t her  d rug in too 
low or h i t  a downdraf t , anyway we h i t  a snow back at end o f  runway . A fter 
aborting l and i ng we  d i scovered the  t a i l  wheel was m i s s ing . I t  was decided 
to drop bal l  turre t .  We took  guns  and s ights out , l oosen  t he nuts  and 
when we went over a lake  we a l l  k i cked . The turret  h i t  t h e  ice  on lake  
and did  not go throug h . A t ruck went  out and I saw  i t  l a t e r  l ook i ng l ik e  
a pancake .  Need less  t o  s a y  h a l f  t h e  base w i th f i re t r u c k s  and a l l  turned 
out to see us crash . The  p i lot  d i d  an  exce l lent job  o f  l a n d i ng and a fter 
several weeks  we  were on our way aga i n .  I might  ment ion  Gren i er was a WAC 
P . O . E .  and were prac t i c a l l y  t h e  only real a ir  force l e f t  t o  enterta i n  the  
g i rls . 

I am enclosing a couple o f  photo copies  o f  plane mak i ng l a n d i ng w i thout 
t a i l  wheel or b a l l  turret . w i l l  send a copy to John S z a b o ,  a l s o .  

Hope t h i s  ws i l l  be o f  i n teres t . 

General Was First Flier to 
Head Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Nathan F. Twining, later to be
come chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, was commanding the 20th 
Air Force on Aug. 6, 1945; when one 
of its B-29s, the Enola Gay, dropped 
the first atomic bomb on'Hiroshima. 

;De&l)ite the destruction, he re
mained convinced that nuclear ar
maments are America's best hope to 
prevent or wage war. 

A stocky, ruddy-cheeked West 
Point graduate whose military 
career spanned six decades and 
three wars; Twining had entered 
the Pacific theater in July, 1942, as 
chief of staff of U.S. Army Forces. 

·Six months later, in January, 
1943, as commander of the 13th Air 
Force, Twining was aboard a B-17 
that crashed into the Coral Sea: 

Twining and 14 other men spent 
five days and six nights adrift in two 
rubber rafts. Their only food was an 
albatross shot by the general. 

South Pacific Command 

After his recuperation, Twining 
became the tactical leader of all U.S. 
and Allied air forces in the South 
Pacific. Those combined forces de
stroyed about 700 Japanese planes 
in the next four months while sup
pprting the occupation of .the Trea
sury Islands �nd Bougainville. 

Associated Press 

Nathan F .  Twining in  1 960. 

"It.wa:s his force which complete
ly wiped out the effective Japanese 
air ·strength on Bougainville," Adm. 
WHliani F. Halsey Jr. said later. 

By 1944, Twining, whose trade
mark was a fat cigar. was com
manding both the 15th Air Force in 
Italy and the Mediterranean Allt�d 
Strategic Air Force. Those umts

'. 
m 

a �rushing six-week attack endmg 
May 8, destroyed 1 1  .refineries at 
Ploesti, Romania, depriving Germa
ny of its largest single source of 01!. 

After a series of postwar com
mands, Twining became vice chief 
of staff of the Air Force from 1950 to 
1953 when he was named chief of 
staff. 

In that post, he pressed for devel
oping nuclear air weapons and the 
supersonic missiles needed to deliv
er them. 

Testifying before a Senate sub
committee _on the 11th anniversary 
of the Hiroshima blast, Twmmg 
predicted: "The nuclear weapon is 

here to stay, and they are going to 
be used in war. We know that. So 
let's build our forces around these 
new weapons." 

In 1947, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower ·made Twining chair
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. the 
first Air Force officer to hold that 
·post. 

· Twining, a resident of San Anto
nio since 1981, died March 29 of a 
heart attack at Wilford Hall Air 
Force Medical Center there. He was 
84.-1, 

/. 
'(�

. 
-PETER BENNETT 

"-� - �  /(rl:• .. ) 
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Ex P OWs t o  R e c e i v e  Meda l s  in  Cha r l e s t o n  C e r emony 

FROM THE N E W S  AND C O U RIE R / T HE E V E N ING  P O S T  
CHARLE S T O N , S . C . , N O VE M B E R  6 ,  1 9 8 8 .  

M o r e  t h a n  3 0  f o r m e r p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  f r om t h r ou g h o u t t h e  Lowco unt r y  a r e  
s l a t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  r e c e n t l y  a u t h o r i z e d  P r i s o ne r o f  Wa r M e d a l  d u r i n g  a 
c e r e m o n y  W e d n e s d a y  a t  Ch a r l e s t on A i r  F o r c e  B a s e .  

The  e x  P O W s  a r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  Army , Navy , A i r  F o r c e  a n d  M a r i n e  C o r p s  
a c c o r d i ng t o  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i na L o w c o u n t ry C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  Ame r i ca n  
Ex- P r i s o ne r s  o f  Wa r In c .  

C o l  D a v i d  B .  Ma r c r a n d e r ,  c o mma n d e r  o f  t h e  4 3 7 t h  M i l i t a r y  A i r l i f t  W i n g  
a t  C h a r l e s t o n ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t  the  m e d a l s  a t  4 p . m . i n  f r o n t  o f  w i n g  
h e a d q ua r t e r s  on  b a s e .  

H e  w i l l  be  a s s i s t e d  b y  Navy  C a p t  R o b i n  J .  Wh i t e , Army C o l  Vi r g i l  L .  M i x  
a n d  Ma r i n e Co l J ohn J .  S u l l i v a n .  

The  P r i s on e r  o f  Wa r M e d a l  w a s  a u t h o r i z e d b y  C o n g r e s s  f o r  a n y o n e  wh o 
s e r v e d  h o n o r a b l y  a s  a P O W  a f t e r  Ap r i l  5 ,  1 9 1 7 .  

Th e D e f e n s e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  i n  a r e c e n t  s t a t em e n t , s a i d  a n  e s t i ma t e d  
1 4 2 , 0 0 0  Ame r i c a n  m e n  a n d  women  w e r e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  d u r i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r I ,  
Wo r l d  W a r  II , t h e  K o r e a n  Wa r a n d  t h e  V i e t n a m  Wa r .  

E l i g i b l e ex-POWs  f r o m  Cha r l e s t o n  i n c l u d e  B e r n a r d  C o l e y , P h i l i p  C o v e r t ,  
Wi l l i a m  W .  H i g b e e , Wi l l i a m H .  J ame s o n  E r n e s t  K .  J e nki n s , R o y  A .  K a b a s t a ,  
G e o r g e  L e e  ( wh o  a l s o  wi l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  B r o n z e  S t a r  M e da l )  a n d  t h e  l a t e  
B r a i nh a r d  C l a r k .  

C l a r k ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  Ann e t t e ,  wi l l  a c c e p t  t h e  me d a l  o n  h i s  b e ha l f . 
S u mme r v i l l e  e x - P O W s  i n c l u d e  Thoma s B y e r s ,  S a mu e l  Kn i g h t  ( wh o  a l s o  w i l l  

r e c e i v e  t h e  B r o n z e  S t a r  Med a l ) ,  Ha r o l d  W .  S e d i v y , W i l l i a m  S .  Y o u ng l b l o o d  a n d  
t h e  l a t e  L i nw o o d  W .  E u r e .  H i s  w i d o w , B e cky Eu r e ,  i s  s l a t e d  t o  a c c e p t  h i s  
meda l .  

Ex-POWs  f r o m  Mount  P l e a s a n t  a r e  B u r r  D a v i d s o n , R i cha r d  K .  H o l d e r , 
Wi l l i a m  E .  Thom p s o n  and  the  l a t e  Ma l c o l m  Ga r d n e r . The m e d a l  wi l l  b e  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  G a r d ne r ' s  w i d o w .  

E x - P OWs  f r om o t h e r  c o mmuni t i e s  w h o  a r e  s ch e d u l e d  t o  r e c e i v e t h e  m e d a l  
i n c l u d e  L u t h e r M a ck e n z i e  a n d  A l b e r t  M i t r o , b o t h  o f  Hanaha n ;  P a u l  D .  H o l e n  
a n d  J a m e s  O .  M a c B r a y e r ,  Is l e  o f  P a lms ; J a m e s  A .  E d i s o n  a n d  E r n e s t  E .  H i l t o n ,  
Monks  C o r ne r ;  J o h n  P .  D i l l o n  a n d  E d s e l  P .  F l a n d e r s , S u l l i v a n ' s  Is l a n d ; J a me s 
B i l t o n a n d  C . R . Mu r r a y ,  S t .  G e o r g e ; Wa r i n g S i mmo ns , Adams  Run ; .J a rn e s  W .  
B a l l a r d , F o l l y  B e a c h ; M i n e t t  Ga i l l a r d , Ho l l y  H i l l ;  F r e d  G .  B e s t ,  
Mc C l e l l a nv i l l e ; L o l a c e C o r d r a y , R a v e n e l ;  R e g i n a l d  B .  S a l i s bu ry , R i d g e v i l l e ; 
a n d  R u d y  Lo r i n ,  Wa l t e r b o r o .  

John L. Stermer 
P.O.Box 3 3 5  
Eldorado OK  7 3 5 3 7  

Dear George , 
I want to thank you for your work & t ime resea rchi ng on miss i ons 

of the 346th in the July Newsletter. Are  you plann ing on continuing 
the bomb i ng m i s s i ons ?  I found 34 of  the m i s s i ons that I f lew on and 
a lot of  o ld  memo r i es. Thanks a lot.  

Dear John ; 
I ' m  glad  you asked me that ! Yes , we i ntend to  print  a l l  of  

the  readable  squadron d i ar i e s , and  we  have enough to l ast  a year  or 
so a t  our present  rate. We a lso  expect  to be able to increase  the 
s ize  of the news l e tter  somewhere down the l ine. We i ntended to pr int 
the d i a r i e s  i n  chronolog i ca l  order , but greml ins  have m ixed up the 
sheets. Bear w i th us , fel lows. george 

Q U O T E S  
A]ZIO ,  �ES -BIJ FOTI :.1 -'.:::'.3 f ibbe:bt , I3all a �t ine Books 

• • •  ne ither they nor the threatened Jrd Batt alion see :"led cap able 
of noldinc; out ::mch longer and rec, i-� t in/"! the G"'r ·.1� n ons :.aught w:.1.icl, 
h11d alre acly torn s o  e;apin13 a hole in the niddle of t he Allie s f rant . 

At this perilous moment - it was now about 09. 00 hours on the 17th 
- . the, ,  Allied air force cari.e to  VI Corps I res cue. As the full power of 
the art illery of VI Corps  and of the 45th Division, supported by four 
bc.ttcries of 9or:nn anti-aircraft :·,guns and the fire of two cruis ers , 0!1ened 
Ui-) upon t'.:ie Ge rmans in the gap ,  every available aircraft of XII Air Sup
port Co:-:tnnnd was sent flyinc to  Anzi o .  1 , 100 tons of bombs were dropp ed 
durinr, 531 s ort ies . Never be fore in the war l1ad suc:1 a ne i.cht of ::io ;·�1 s 

been droppe d in dire ct support of an army. p .  111 

On 2nd 1-.Iarch the 1:reat:.�or cJ. c :: ! :'::: d and Allied  me dim1 and fighter 
1>0 .:lberS '<:ere D.010 to t3.1<C o f' f' a�cij 11 0 ·:s cOr'tOd  '.)J 1 7(! · ' - ",.'� TJ ·>- ' 1 [; s, -i · 1·�,-. 
' } ... ' ° )  1 7 ' _l ·  ·- .'1 , .:_ :· - :  ..... ';:; - . _ ... _ ,  .... .  , ... _ _  .... - :- .. .>· :

"'
- * -<-..) .J  

. .. .  1(1. � - '.... 1 -- - :lU_1·.tOr:J () l v 8 ,  _1c :t1'°)l:r _::,_:.JO 1 : : .' �  !J l D G l.., Cl. t o r s  [::··: r :. ·tl? �-1 1 ... ., . .  y_: :.� _·1 0 i")t ·· 1 Q �1 S • "' ' �  

·.: ' ,�·, : )C: •, :_ :JYer ( ,.: r; t .:; i i.'.; -:-:::...� :.; cl.ii.J c: , ,lo:1,__; 't :�2 i' :co:rt c..::,l :, ,, l :  · ::' , � . �--1 concent�nt i�;.::; 
f'.l'0 :.'.!1 .'_ G .l.s t c :'1;.P.. , : ; �W.j_) cle 0:10 , and Velletri. This fero cious bombardr:1ent 
narko d tho end of the firs t s tai�e of t he Anzio battle. p. 121  

MEN UNDER S-r!IBSS , Grinker & Spiege l ,  li'.cGraw-:Iill,  1945 

In the last war, with s tat ic  trench warfare , cardiac neuroses  were 
co:nm?n ·  I n  this war, with its great mobility and act ivity.,- especially 
in tne air, out lets  for agre s s i on are available for everyone . p . 273 

At the present time (191.�5) , our chie f concern is this : can such a.n 
individual,  s o  we ll  adjusted to a peaceful and democratic  s o ciety, suc
ces sfully ad just to the stres s  of war? And if s o ,  how? 'l'he author of 
1 1 Le in Kampf 11 was s o  dubious of this pos s ibility, so s cornful of the pro
duct of a democratic  way of l ife , that he did no t he s itate t o  provoke a 
war against nations whose material resources  and available manpowe r could 
far outnumber his ovm.  ·rhe Anerican I s  s elf satisfaction was ta.ken as com
p lacency. Eis  emphas is  on a high material standard of l ife was called 
luxury-loving . To the fas cist nind, his love of independence and free dom 
appeare d as. a lack of dis cipline entirely inconsistent with the rugged 
self sacrifice demande d of  s oldiers . That a nation composed of such fun
dament ally "weak, se lfish, immature and politically naive people" could 
rouse its elf sufficiently to make war and to wage it e ffectively w�s merely 
a bad joke to the Nazi mentality. p .  )t-47 

What t he fascists  had not counted on was that the Ame rican ' s love 
for his fellow American was suffi ciently strong to warrant any sacrifice . 
Furtherm?re , they had not re ckine d with the Ameri can ' s  ability to throw 
himself �nto large organizati ons or te ams on a volunt ary bas is rather 
!han by �orce , which was the only bas is the fas cist could comp;ehend .  
-:he American regarde d his submiss ion t o  the combat leader and his depen
aence on the cor.1bat team as a ne ces s ity-·of the :nor.1ent , rather than as 
a blhlaprint for an ideal society, and neve r ceased to long for the t ifle 
when he night be  free again as a civilian .  p .  41+8 



I1HRE PID 1 S LAST CASE William Steve nson 

People knew that e verything we meant by civilization could co me to 
an end in a war that , if we los t ,  could lead to a thous and ye ars of Dark Age s . 

p .  32 

Stalin had been concerned only with control over border peoples 
who �ight be subverted;  he was preparing for irregular warfare , forced upon 
him by his e nemy, Britain, and was totally unready for the blit zkrieg launche d 
by his ally, H itle r .  All over  the world,  he had orche strated the Com·nunist 
call tG support the Nazis . 

The Baku pro je ct never materialize d .  A British diplomat , Fitzroy 
MacLe an, reported that Stalin had asked the u. S .  embass y in Moscow for an 
asses sment of. the da:nsge that might re sult from any British bombing of Baku. 
The Ameri can expert s , when cal led upon,  said Baku would become a sheet of 
flame , the refine ri e s  out o f  action for years . p .  264 

Churchill was not ye t Prime Minister and Neville Chamberla in was 
s till nervously dis couraging the dropping of re al bomb s  on the real e s t ate 
of his fellow property owne rs in Germany { propaganda leafle t s  were unsporting 
but , in  Chambe rlain ' s  view, permi s s ible ) . p .  264 

llo ( e nnaris ) t oo1c the p opor t o  � l it le'r . I t  ,,r&s of ;10 us o ,  �':10 
/uehrer s:iruc ·;o d i t  off, and even thre 8. teno d t o  pun is:i t :1oso  nho :)O l ie ve d or circul ated  such 11 defeat i s t  rubbish.  1 1  

1 1 Did you s ay S0 , 000 ,)lll.iV; s ? ' · he r:s :.:o c1 CLl.n'."'_ ris , " ':'."o'...l. :Ju s t  be 01-lt 
o f  / '.J�.l.r , ir.d tu t 2::c such crap ( Droc ]d seriously . l<' i ft ·;-U10 1snnd rub�) e r  tr:�:,q1.1.i l izers  ,w 'rbe , for the noor l i t t le jab i e s "  o f  Aw, r.i c D . 3ut 50 , 000  
-.·,l cne :1 ! Don ' t bo ridi culo:is ! : :  p ,  5'18 

Defe n t o d  : , e :) c1 l e  c: re l o n t:1 to ndTi.. t ti1 nt  they hn ve done 2ll?Lllnc 
e trocious durinr; D wo.r ,  p .  ;:; J ,.G .  

_'\nu t'cw l<'uohrer would f ly in::.o n rnge wheneve r l1e 
o..notho r re�)ort fro:n A;'.le ri c a  s-;,e a:dnc o f  10 , 000 ··1orc t anlcs , 
ionnl t ons of  ships , t:1ous Lme1s o f  <ore plane s ,  • • • 

vm s s iwwn yo t 
100 , 000 adcl it

, l / 
p .  !'I .!.0 

G 2n2.ris 1 (i is  ::.i s s n l  was more t :rnn just r.. clw,E:e a t  Ut\; tori . .i.'ho 
Abwe :--:,_r ·;:as his crc u t i on r: nd ho ,.-.. r.. s t :1e creature of  ·-:Un t  he :1.ad wro1.i;;llt . .  \fter 
i1 is 6e T.) 8rt 1.:.::::e it  b e c nr-1.e R shi ·p ni thout n rucc.,io r ,  (�_ rift inr; air�:le s �_; l y ,  o ve , 1  
cl2n,�0 ro:1s l 0,r , Its  de·:· 10l i t i on at Ger :an.r ' s criti cal : 1-ur iWS f!,1 net  '.:J f  - � itle r ' s 
sui�idul "'.1S ' "CilOS is  t:wt be [:an t o  c': or;s.in.atc all �1is  ctc c i s ions ns  tl10 cr:, u t  d rans · · · � ·  1 . .  , . t , t' 11 · · ' -0  ,. · • ·' • 0 · ,, .� s t r'l 1'e t 'r ' e  8.:)pr'.)uC :1C d :t t S  l l DO. C • .  , l  11 rle l\. l C S  p O l S G O. J O I' 0 :le l r  t :.e C_J ,) l v� � ·. , . , , , i 

colle ction o f  intc 1 l i1�encc ::i e c 8 �1e 11 ·tw t'..·, e r  o f  qu.<1 non, and t rio Ao ·.-mr nnn t . 10 

,J-e r  �[ns ' first  J.::.ne of j e :i:'e :1se .  ."i it lnut i t  � : itler  'l'W S R s  e ·reless as so ··1s '.):1 
in G�zn . � .  761 .  
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'JL'2HA G1JE S '.20 ·.IA?.. , µ . 3 

Ultra and the USAAF worked h�n� in h�nd . It  :voµ�d �o so :i� th�nf l i ke 
this . The Fortre s s e s  would be s e n� in agains t an a 1 rfielu o� a irfie; d 

c o'·Jp lex o f  lmo,vn vi�or . Its de fe nding fighters wo uld be de ciqated , . its  
runwnys hole d .  -.L'hrough Ultra the extent of t he darna.ge would b� 110n: t- , _ ore d ,  the nr'.)gre s s  o f  the repairs care fully noted,  the replncer,.en t 

_
., q�ao 

rons noted· and then,  whe n the fie�cl was re ady and t he ,_,?ew  aircr�ft nact 
moved in, hey pres to ,  anothe r  s trike of Fortress es . 1ne s ame s JS te :n 
he lped t o  int e ns ify the ere at  oil  interdict ion program. P • 3.56 

The re was an important p sycholor; i cal factor whi ch BlA co'..l.ld pro
fitably exp l o i t . !1:any of the Abwehr spy-masters actually ,:mnted t? �e 
l ieve in the t rustworthine s s  of t he ir agents and the val idity of tne 1� 
reports ,  s ince t o  be handling an apparently fruit ful s ource o f . inte�li
r,e nce redounde d,  in the l ax German vray, t o  the ir pers onal credit • :Jhere -
�s the 3ritish att itude i n  this shadowy underworld was on� o� acute s kep- ' � t icism the Ge r"1an, only t oo often, was credulous and pernns s 1 ve • P • Joe: 

Since t he s e  D-day s i gnals were mainly brief and uncoordinated rep
orts fro:1 locB.l  CO''l.:-:ianders about events on the i r  p art i cular se ctor of the 
con.st ,  \'litll occos ional gene ral ass e s sments fro>1 the 1nore central !ic adquar
ters , the news they brought to the Allies was not s o  much about what was 
happening ( for they were aware of this alre o dy ) , as o f  the late , p 8t ch7r, 
n.nd imperfect  p i cture the Germ8ns we re cons tructing . The s ignals  were those  
of  �en cnught in the confus ion of surprise - fro� the inte rcepted  report 
by Sea  Defense C or:'!l11andan:b 1iormandy at  five minutes before �iclnight on the 
5th, stating that : :s orie of  the parachut ists  reported were s tra'!T du·:1mies ,  11 

to his re ·�1arkable  s ie::;nal later on  D-day s tat ing t hat there ¥ms 1 1 no dis
ombarlmt ion 'ret on the east  coast of t he Cotentin' 1 : the Ame ri can L, ndings 
there on U 'l1AiI baach had s tarted  at 0630 in the ''lOrnine; and put over 23 , 000 
::1en ashore in the cours e of the day . One useful piece  of  evide nce from 
the early s ignals came from the various report s about the de cl ining eff
i c ie ncy of Ge rman radar stations along the coas t ,  S avage bo:-nbins ond a 
barrnge of j amnj_ng had this ob jective ,  and though the Official His tory 
s ays that H it was t oo e arly to know how a l l  the s e  me asure s affe cted  t he 
e nemy 11 the de crypt of a s ic;nal fro�-1 S en  De fens e Commandant , made at  022 1  
on D-clay and report ing 11 no radi o  l ocation in s e a  area t o  NE owing to fai l -
ure o f  radar apparatus , 11 mus t  have broughb , re assurance . p .  389 

I t  appears that the l e s sons learne d in t he Se cret Sicily· T.l iss ion 
were used to  blindfold the Germans in the Big Show. geo . 

One s ignnl warns 
front had been briefed  
Force from its  I t alian 
bo ;-nbe r  group s . 

that the German inte rcept s e rvice 
o n  June 5 about t he operations of 
base s ,  with sp e cific de tail about 

P •  399 

on the Russ ian 
t he 15th US  Air 
its  differ e nt 

HALSEY, Benis r.r .  Frank, 3allant ine Books 
As he (Halsey ) no ted later in his memo irs , when ho ' looke d  back 

on ELK'l'OfJ , the srnoke of  charred reputat i ons s t ill  make s ,,1e couch . 1 
p . 73 

'J'o a cknowledge the a c complishments of his ships a nd plane s ,  the 
following me ss age , prepared by Admiral ' T.'i.ick '  Carney,  was sent i n  Halsey ' s 
na,1e to  ;11 hands in the 'rhird F'1ee t :  'l'HE nECE NT EXCEPTIONAL PERFORJ,iAiTCE 
YIELDED GRA'rIFYIHG GA'Y.t: RECE IPTS,  AND AL'I1HOuGH ;l'HE CAPACI 'l'Y AUDIENCE 
IIISSED VERY LOUDLY, LI'l''I'LE 'NAS THROWN A'l' THE PLAYERS X AS LONG AS THE 
AUDIEHCE

. 
HAS A SPOT TO HISS DJ , ',VE WILL STAY ON 'fiIE ROAD . P • 96 
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The only secrets w ith wh i ch I w a s  ever entrusted were those c onta ined 
i n  the Middle  E a stand South-East As ia m i l itary censorsh i p  r eports , From 
these muddy-brown dup l i cated sheets it  was pos s i b l e  to l earn that a lot 
one had been t o l d  about thebehav i our o f  men in armi es at war was true. 

It w a s  true , for instance , that a good unit would be at its 
best s oon after a f l rst bapti sm o f  f i r e ,  and that f rom then on it  was 
l i kely to become l e s s  and less good , d epending on how f a st it  suffered 
casualti e s .  It w a s  also  true that the most exper i enced troops were , in 
the end , the l east useful because they had become too know �ng. It was . al so not iceable that units suffering f r om low mor a l e  and h i gh petty c r i me 
rates in the r anks were often commanded by o f f i cers much d ecorated for 
gallantry. Some d i splays o f  guts were a l l  r i ght , but exper i enc� d �roops 
d i d  not real ly care for an off i cer who was too brave. It wasn t J USt 
h i s  nec k ;  he could  get them k i l l ed too. 

P ·  2 2 3  HERE LIES ERIC AMBLER , an autob i og raphy 

N EWS .. D U E S & V I E WS 

When I started o ut ,  th i s  account w a s  supp o s e d  to be plumb ch i va l rous , 
w ith me the pure st-hearte d  Hero.  Sorry about that ! Must have s l i pped 
somewhere. Now ther e ' s  the t ime that four unident i f i e d  members of 
a bomber crew were in the Refug e ,  or r athe r  the port i on so  far unbombed. 

S i nc e  the Refuge was a th i r st p a r l o r , I f e a r  that beer i s  g o i ng to 
get i nto  th i s  story. Wh i l e  homeward bound , past H i l l  609 in a j ee p  
we al l a g r e e d  that i twas t i me for  a rest stop , the r e  at H i l l  609. 
At that t i me the H i l f  had  not yet been c l e aned up , but the l ower s l opes 
no l onger had  u}u r i ed bod i e s , barbed w i re , and al l that s o rt· o f  l itte r .  

Ther e  w a s  a unifo rmed M P  r i ght n e a r  o u r  stop , whe r e  w e  by c ommon 
cons ent began to ur i nate on a German g rave to the tune of " We ' l l l i ne 
up in ranks/and p i s s  on h i s  g rave . " The MP started toward us , halted 
to cons i der , shr ugged h i s  shou l d er s , and re s umed h i s  o r i ginal po st. 

Hometown papers pl ease copy.  

� 

R E U N I O N S 

23  sep 1990 Ass'n of Former POWs in Romania Cherry H i l l  NJ 
Phy l l i s  Scott 2 65 Salem Ave . , Bel lmawr NJ 0803 1- 1654 

ph. 609/93 3-1 152 
2 Oct 90 19BG Colorado Spr i ngs CO 

A K · f 2 7 4  Q · Rd Wes Alexand r i a  OH 4538 1 James . i r aco e ,  u i nn . 
phone 5 13 /839-44 4 1  

4 Oct 1990 7th BGHF , Tucson AZ 
7th Bombardment Group H i stor i cal Foundat i on ,  P. O. Box 64391  Tucson 

AZ 

30 Apr 1 9 9 1  99th Bomb Group, Albuquerque NM 
��Bernice Barr, 74 1 3  Vista del Arroyo , Albuquerque NM 87109 

Spr ing 1 992 99th Bomb Group, Ba lt imore MD 

-

2. 7 
4 

APPLICAT I ON F OR MEMBERSHIP 1990 dues - $ 15 

NEWSLETTERS , 1981 - 1989 , $ 1 0 per yr.  8 1  82 83 84_85 86 87 88 89 Total 

Ma i l  to Walter Butler , Treasurer , 8608 Be l l ehaven P l ace N E ,  Albuquerque 
NM 87 1 1 2 .  

Make check payable to 99BGHS. The upper l eft c orner of your 
address label shows the date to wh i ch you are p a i d  up. 

We do not stop the subscr i pt i ons of  deceased members ; we extend 
the subsc r i pt i on g rat i s  for an extra  year , but please remember to send 
us any change o f  address.  * * * * * * * 

LLOYD H .  HILEMAN 

Dear Mr . Butler ; 

* * * * 

�r 

TA PS 

R t. # 1  - Bo�: 5 7 4.  
Eng a d i n e , Michigan 498 2 7  
M a y  3 1  , l 9 9 0 
906 / 4 7 7-6685  

On January 2 ,  1990 , w e  were  involved in  a mult i ple  c a r /truck 
acc i dent in Hann i bal , M i ssour i .  Ll oyd was k i llet  i nstant l y. 

He had been gathering i nformati on to wr i t e  an art i c l e , wh i ch 

* * 

he thought would be of  inte rest to the H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i ety , and had 
hoped to write it  wh i l e  we were in Alabama dur ing January a n d  Febuary. 
It was regard i ng a cr ash- landing of a B-2 4  bomber l oaded w i th bombs 
head ing for Germany. He was on h i s  13th m i s s i on and the day was F r i d a y  
the 1 3th. P lane suffered but the crew got out s afely. 

Lloyd had not known of  the Soc i ety unt i l  re cently but he sure 
enj oyed the new s l etters. He located two of  h i s  crew on the above 
m i s s i on because of the new s l etter. He contacte� both and was hoping 
to l ocate others. 

s incere l y  
Helen ( M r s. Ll oyd H. ) H i l eman 

THOMAS CRAIG . . Thomas Cra i g  o f  the 3 4 7th who l ived at 1 1 1  Barker's 
Mi l l  Roa d ,  Hackettstown NJ d ied on Apr i l  1 9 ,  1989. H i s  w i aow sent 
me a thank you note w ith the d eta i l s. John F.  
DALE SHUPE 

. D a l e  passed away on Apr i l  1 1th o f  th i s  year.  
Mrs  Dal e  Shupe. 

D A L E  E .  S H U P E ,  7 1 ,  died at � 0� Fort Wayne; a stepsister, Betty Cun-

12:02 a.m. Wednesday at Parkvlew Memo- � ningham of Fort Wayne; and seven grand-

':t: <l::: rial Hospital. Born In Huntington county, K children. Services at 10 a.m. Saturday at 

h. � he lived In Fort Wayne most of his life. He � D.O. McComb a Son, Lake1lde Park 

, " was chairman of the board at carpetland � 
Funeral Home, 1140 Lake Ave. Calling 

"
�

SA and was a World War II Army Air 
' .1 from 2 10 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. Friday with 

·l Corps veteran and prisoner of war. survlv- )._ 
Maeonic service at 7:30 p.m. Burial In lln-

0, Ing are his wife, Maxine J.; a son. Alim D. - denwood Cemetery. Memorials to Forest 

/ of Fort Wayne; a daughter, Laura D. Clark r:::! Park United Methodist Church or Alley 
"' Children's Hospital; Indianapolis. · 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

C h an ge o f  A d d res s Sep 1 99 0  
Bernice s .  Barr 7408 Vista de l Arroyo NE 
Richard L. Freeman P. O . Box 2 1 95 
Rev . David Barr 1 05 1 1  Burr Oak Dr . 
W. C. Thompson Box 4 25 1  
John L. Moore Jr. 800 Sleater Kinney Rd . SE, # 196 
Robert P.  Malone 1 25 Coolidge Ave. # 807 
Richard J. Wil lis 407 Ravena Rd. 
Tom E. Dinkins 3 300 Car lton St . # 1 0 1  
Edward E. Geoffroy 1 3 3 7  Ocean Breeze 
Donald Pius 3 8 0  Sycamore Square 
Joseph B. Maloney 1 4 404 Barkwood Dr . 
Max L. Dunn 5 1 9  Sundown Dr. 
Mrs. Ar le:ne Lowry 7 2 4 3  Hil l Dr. 
R. W. Fe l lows 1 6901 Doolittle Circle 
S. M. Nash , Jr. 2 60 Old Mt. Tabor Rd . #30 
Cl arence Hamme s 3 7 4 2  So. 54 St. 
Mark Burton P. O. Box 2 3 4  
John c .  Szabo 1 5 8 85 Main St. # 1 90- 1 30 
P aul w .  Capen Box 8 7 1  

F O U N D  
950 W i l liam H. Watkins 
95 1 Julius V .  Agne l l  
952 John S. Reid I I I  
953 John B. Nevin 
36000 4 1 6  

105 Argall Town Lane 
94 6 Navco Rd. 

954 Ray Herbenick 

4 797 Rebe l Trail NW 
Apartado Postal #243  

492 6  Marshall  rd. 

Albuquerque NM 8 7 1 09 
Eagle River WI  5452 1 
San Antonio TX 7 8 2 30-4 3 2 1  
Meridian MS 39304-4 2 7 1  
Lacey WA 98503-1 1 2 7  
Watertown MA 0 2 1 7 2 - 2 875 
Ander son SC 296 2 1  
Fort Worth TX 7 6 1 3 3-57 6 2  
Mar athon FL 3 3050 
Lady Lake FL 3 2 159 
Rockvil le MD 20853-2 3 1 2  
Pr attvil le AL 3 6067-6893 
Citrus Heights CA 956 1 0-3209 
Riverside 
Lexington 
Mil waukee 
Wayne 
Hesperia 
Fol som 

Wil liamsburg 
Mobile 
Atl anta 
Guanaj uato 

Kettering 

CA 9 2508-2801 
KY 40502 
WI 5 3 2 20 
PA 1 9087 
CA 92 345 
CA 956 30 

VA 2 3 1 85 HQ 
AL 3 6 605 347  
GA 303 2 7  Assoc . 
GTO Mexico 

OH 454 29 Assoc. 
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