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Wartitne Ne"7"s in a POW Camp 
i )y John W. Smallwood, Jr. 

J 

Compa dres , 

I l>ec11nc.: a prisoner of war on February 
·2.s. 19/i/i, when our crew, the Dale E. 
Tomlin crew was shot down in a 11-17 
ovc.:r Hegensburg, Germany. Our unit, 
!he 99th Bomb Croup, part of the 5th 
\X'ing, U.S. 15 1h /\ir  Forcc was based in 
Tortordla, near Foggia, Italy. The pilot, 
Ll. Tomlin, engineer, Hobert I !umbel 
and I, lJOmb;1rdier, were wounJc<l. 
Tomli11 diet.! of his wounds and I lurnbcl 
was rc:.;patriatcd for his serious arm 
wound. 

The c:.;nd of my H month st:iy as an 
"uninvi1ed guest" of the German Reich 
came about in early May J9/i5, when 
a uni t  of the Russian army arrived at 
our prison camp, Stalag Luft l ,  in Tbrth, 
Gcrm:rny. By th:ll t ime the number of 
captured Allied airmen in the:.; camp 
h:.id swelled to 9,000. Since our German 
guards had taken off, and our Soviet 
liberJtors had demonstrated a generally 
friendly a l t i tude toward us ,  many 
Kriegies (a  self imposed nick11:imc for 
c:iptured Al l ied prisoners-taken from 
t l l (: <..:crrn:1 11 ,  J.:riegsgefanp,ener, or 
prisoner of war) decided to simply walk 
out through the gates, the s:ime ones 
which ilaJ denied us freedom for so 
long. 
Outside there w:1s :1 sort of controlled 

pandemonium in progress, with Allied 
airmen, mostly U.S. and HAI' people, 
mixing wi!h Hussian soldiers in a large 
meadow, sharing :.i l tcrnate gulps from 
vodka bottles. Some of our number 
wanJcred off intent on visiting nearby 
farms, hopeful about trading American 
cigareues for eggs and onions. 

Our Barracks, number XIV, in South 
Com pou 11 d, had su ffcred a sort of 
p:i11dcmuniurn of i !s own. The hallway 
outside our room, nu mber 10 was 
s!rewn with a rn:i.ss of scal!ered clothing, 
papers :.ind empty American Heel Cross 
foud parcels. The l a tter had been 
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u ncovered i n  the basement of t he 
nearby Flak School by some K riegies. 
These parcels were some of the very 
ones which Cerman authorities had 
assured us no longer existed. As the 
war continued our prisnn camp fare 
had deteriorated below the subsistence 

oc•roam 21 .44 .  +H T I !  il 

r 

level. Yet, our captors asserted, 
"Your planes have destroyed all means 

of German transportation. 
So, no more parcels." 
Sifting through this debris in 1he 

hallway I came upon an issue of '/ 'he 
News, d:He<l October 2 1 ,  19/i/i. Typed 

N E \V S +t-+ OCTOB.� 21 .44 >--
+ ron,T 3 J·�<c,.1 •rm� cc�n1ur.'.I ·J(.rn + �;_!'.'. 

W'F:ST'fRC"N"'l.1 :=: In H0ll�n� ene,;,y a1; tn<:lr�: �niled Pt Fres�er. nnd E.?ut o� Helmondo tr!� of ,hrt1�rp Canedium:i n�.tecked on n broad f.ror.t = held �"tor small ini ti.Jl successes "" :::t' taP1.r::s .  .lit Aac}ien ofter 19 df..!ye garri soTI ec,m ,·eftcinto North adge. On OOr�1�rs o f  Enst �nd NE Luxerr.bourg nttock lnr �mo�tean� 'P'8�:d 
held. At !!ruyore and Cornimont Amedc�no he l d .  tunklrk and other b�sen hol·d•" out. 1"1-1 11 P.eo.inst London. � 
� :: ),<ein effort in V eq,:ato orou � all attacks held. 1::Ust or f,oriono 011,. c/nt--.:ac!cs r,1nde proereos. 

·� =: 'i'!ezt of Morsva c=:ussinn enctrclin.� attempts increased. Af'teJ- demo1 1.tir,r, R<Jlp.r.,c1e evocuated. In Southern :run�Rrr, l'.'cot i:, f  'i' h�1 �� an·e,i,j" c.1ri.-v
-1nr :ovmr<ls u.inubo n•rnhed boc1< .  lloth sides .of Sz�J.nock, G orman c,0a.tt'dclro ,�lned 11rot1n<.a. In Tbbrecien nrea end both sltles of r1.ver Samoscb nua:::inne ottacli:"'ng .. 
"lort 1'l WOY'� llt?l d. ln '!t'nld Cerr,9th1nns t i n  Ozok pnso .'?r. d \Yest of fu1c1e' o·ur tl'"Ol"ln thrO\y b:;1c1< 4 Rn!ls!o1i -,,eves. Ztrnnrer fi:uss1..nn sttP.C,"n on LoNSr N'�rev 'at ��rok " on d Ro zan ;: 0!) tan1

-:-o .  In E�st Prussin bet•:,�cn !indauen and !:cheerwindt' new 
quss1an force� �ttPctked .  Attacks t'lga1 net Ru!J\tnta smashed z; out' c/ntt ..... ckfll m81<1 TI pror,reso -== 46�, ta�tt-o ir. rerent f1 l";ht1nr;. Pet\O;een ,,(os��tken .ind  n1ro !lov ,,nd , ' at 0v.orbe n u,,erou� nt tecks f.1iled. !noreosed ent=Pny pressure l n  �l'">rth �n"'"nl1 
.il.!!. ";!': Dly :: !:iouth C rJr"l'-J11Y oar.1?c1.olly Hege,nsburg • 10 o/c ohot dC'lwn. rn·Te h,.,, .. b,. ... ,, 

OV.Jl' '.'.'o!Jt r:nd S\'! Gorl'lAOy. 
'Bcr11 n ,  '.) c t .  21 . + Tile '.,!I D o:> AIC'lt:•· + --�-·-------- -- T11c rem�1nd<H' o r  th� Ge:-m;Jn r.r1r, I �O!l o - \:,eli,.,n ., • now bri i '1,"'. "'OP�J�d u p  in th..! f'!orth or tlle t(•wn. �·klile el,ee;aihora tho er,•:n,..,�-r .. """ oioneors g,it ::-in •.v i Lh thB taok of c1e3rtr,r; tht3 str�ets o-f dah!'18 crr.d re�t0�-� '"'� the �a��t>H-1 11.n,:� y�rtlo �o servtcenbi1_1ty. There hn ve been _no helf rrieo"'ure .. nlr- ,,t 
tli e U .v .  lat /,rmy �1 n�r,nult .  In n<l,ttion to r\lmoet tnce!:'>?.ont bc--n'ht �r, �nd ... '!:•r- � -inc., the P.r'ti�lut·y hns ::;u"tjectvd the Cerr.!Eln pr.- a itt ;ns to a ral..n o r "'lre eor.�,. d�· ,:,d: s qual to a; yth1.nc in th� l! lst ':'.'Or , and a report ins.,;encss $700 nalvofn hu..-" e d  'l,:_:o.inot th� towii. i11 th·.! 2•i lium·:, of Ocl.. 17th. �ow, .1n e.rre�t .  'Ne h�l ,1 .i;�C'l'lan 
, ',lj'h ich i n  nt t�10 bauo of A s,tlicnt nenrly 30 kms. ftCtof:9 �md J'U/\hatl nP.ori y '.°"('\ lfm,. Lnto tho Sie.,�-rriect defences, aimed to,.¢trcls TU.ren end Color.no. South o �  the Scl1eldt t\�e=� 15 uv ,,<lrr, Jti.c-J d,fan.,�e , but 1n default of cl,11me ot HUCCSF�<"'ui c/et Lacka, it i s  likt::ly that ttie arcH• will be cleaned Up ent1rel.v w1.thtn a .r9" more days. The nezt task will bt.: tha elimination of tl1A Cel"Plon b!\tte-r1e3 on \'.'Alch�re·n :1n1i Tuvcltind. riho fighting cor:.ditiono h,,vu baen cti �crlbsd ee "sy,pal , .-nP:: ovrl.11c to thP. rniu (Jn\l mud :!.u ·"'ttich troopo have been noundart� up to thot,� neok�� 
A new cector hns l i.venell u;, , that. Eaot and ?'�E of Lu,.amOOurt, •.•.hich hnn h?on out of the Ne·"'S for \...a·:kfl, Hert1 , os in the RemireD\ont eector t the !tchtinr, 1 !".i  nr-,onv woode d hl.lls ,.,.,d vnllcyo, no terrain for a mHBBiw effort . It ts a1mod at r�u� 
ond tho Lowr �1oocll� , nnd b.v ronch'iug thP. Luxun,bourg bordara i e  \lff th1n 1 0  'kmtt. 
of Trier. 
Tha me,·tion of Cornlmont b the '!or.r:,a �ho•.•• to "'1At extent the 7th ,Anry hae 
forced its way throueh thC'se mo\rnt:1lns C,urtng the last tew \\"9�ks, hriv1rr' nd.--,rmeea 25 kms. P.a�t from Rcrn ircmc�t . The highest erounrl 1a still nnead or them. snd 
the Upper Hhine in 55 k"1B. ew.1y. 

M ++ y:�:3T iii1QlJ'r _l_?Q_!_�1 ·H f'rOil tl�W Hl' l°l vn1 8 k Oertflin 3Mi:Jl.lY\t 01' 1 T!,0l""1fl;:tt1 rrr, hc:t r- b111en gotned which 1r.!.lY us�i.st. 1 n ·.•.-J11:hinl up t!ie �!esth:'"'"!lt ,-,roonP.Ctiit, 
or the Generul R ,  :r>atnn 1� aut"lted ":, endtne tho \•!Sr Rt the end b-" Ooto�- hut ho hnon' "t much 1.�me loft now, ,ind Hont�or:er:v h�w docl inecl Sl"l'flt!l<'•t,f.lt hy r, " "P. ... '. ..,,. . ...  the nerlod Decemb<.tr l ot-.Tn11n11ry lat i 1a hol,ll np; the .. Crflnt Thy". '''h•1t • ,. nnm, .. m,.,11,. howevur,  ia tho ex.-pectation· ot· on att.emptoi.1 11knock-0ut bl OR'' to be dol ' vl!r�d 

lll.r. lli,•11,s k<'{'I a fmv lucky AUfo,I J,rlsom•rs fnforTJw,I llluml lhe wor a11,I ollw,· 11,:w.,·. 
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1 

,vartimc News 

011 durable brown r;iper, and marked 
for our llarrncks, it contained the l:itesl 
news al,out lhe w:u cl the \X'cs!ern and 
F:istern Fronts, as wel l  as other inter
natiom I news. At the bottom of the 
reverse side there were deta i ls on 
American baseball and football games. 

I rcolf 1h:it ·t1w /\'('I/JS was ;ilways in 
the h:md� or1hc same person. a lll<.'llll>Cr 
dthe Fscape C:ommi!tee. In UlC evc11ing, 
:1flcr \VC h:id Ileen shut in our barracks, 
it was this man's job to enter e;ich room, 
occupied by 10  to 1 2  n:cn, � nd to 
announce he would read lo us the 

3 

)ates! w;ir news. Once lie '1:1d 0 1 1 r  
:ittcntion he would read the news, a 
practice performed sr.vcral I i111cs ;i 
week. Afterward, it was !he reader's 
responsibi l i ty to destroy l t is paper 
forthwith. I L  was my good fortune lo 
come upon an undc.�lroyed copy. 

A friend of mine, also an cx-Kriegie 
rrurn l larr:icks XIV, with whn111 I k1ve • 
remained in close touch, believes 1 l ic 
so,ircc or I l ic news was a r:idio, : 1  cry.�!;d 
set hiddrn in a cenain barracks. Tile 
r:idio had been a.�scmblcd by c,pturcd 
Brilish airmen, some or whom Ind 

bofor8 \'llntor. proparotl�n• (or thlo ha m heen 1:oln1; on for mek,.  Tn i.lluetrnt\t"n of tho fltpocd element, cert,.\n C(Hflhnt. r,ro11rt1 c:,f u . :;. ho,.v1c .. h ... �.8 beon tcmror.,rily cmnl oycl\ to ferry tank fuel tn eupdy d'JJ'Ote t ·NhP.Hee lo ... ,..n•,rr plpft 1 1  nes cnrry l t to forworti du'"pe. Afll thern or'! nnt f1 to lY! nenr1 y "' ('f'C"I 0,...l, 
mon now on th« Continent, the weir.ht bulldtnr. Ur, or,nlunt G�r,nnny'e "l�!'t.;rn • 
DJfftnCeff f!lhould be nrnronehlnr. \to cltmn,r. Rof"('lrt� o r  thn S.Llne •hotr ,. ol',nn.,.tt ThOee (1cfoneer, sr.:, now fnlly m:m..,et1 nnr1 O<?tJ1rno<1 nnd ore 1lo ncrlhol1 nflJ h<' ' n" in some rlneon "" tnu,ih nn thnn� or tM Atl nn t lc  .. nll. . . . 
D>,ri. In\ Oct. 21, • JQl',l.,C�� '1' 1l�_r_!!I!:I.:.:X.3!i • Th,, nn' y na•:8 �, I.he t11 ,11,t�n n �  t.he t'htl lpnlnon in  thnt thG n.s. Ft,rcoo .,.no J �n,1orl l'.\'1 t'1c Kt '> !°  1,n y1."· r.�n t.rn1 rh1..l lpp1nee, hove m�d ndvor.cen.  -,,tl· ich mo:-.n!l thnt. riohAtnnt1 .,1 ti/liflncJ� t,� · �  ttlre11d;v bee11 ef4tr,ibl1ohed. An um1nl 1·omJ1rknble J :,o clR l "'l,tr ,:,rr. he1 i::r rrnb' t ... ,-..,tl " 6 -r•h;1p,t hAive ,,1 ronrly bettn riunlt OT' dnm:i_,•n ,1. t ru'".: l •1,1t �1r. 2 t,,t t ) eddT"n ���1 � corrl.ttrn! ! 
Stottln, 
OcL .  19. + ��A!!.511���!. • 100,000 nrmo<l �pnn1!'.:h r.enub� t r. rin� ,, 'l • ntho rttolca of tho rre,1eh Rofl:Ulni· ,.i:ul [n·ot;t,1111· H,rer.u� Gc11C!r11J i,c r. l � r r.A '  1..-in"" werei mom:e rt by �pAn1.ordo und unmocl 11ftor romoult 11lnc•J8 o(\hc :�- ..... ,1 , :,t1 �1 vt ' w,, ... sueh ne "Gundrt) njnrA"• To-lln.v ·110ll nrmn,I un rt -v.\l l tr·:lltl()fl �;r,rm i �1h 11r1f tr, n · -,  
6,on the )'yrftne•n Frnntier, un d nro tryin� to tt1rrorl z.e Cntolon\n :.r ,d JJ,, ··rn� rn#li b&foru tho un,.hn-ground "Sunrcrne Juntfl* r.1vec; the "9fJrd for a rt?nr.rnl ,.. !"' • ..,, .. _ 

1'hlo T'r"vil'lnnnl s,,nninll Oovt. , .,.J t.ldn t.hn :;cort! o:" tlw n o11uh1 1cnn Cnrtnt t t ,,t. , ... ., 
o (  11').,I , iu to onr1·y OIJt n (, pof 1 1� ptOr'.TltM'IO ltm,! Jnr lo 1.IH! f•,l I o r  f.h,� "r,,, ,,nt. J\'llr,ngi:.t Oovt. , 1t111I n elonnJ nt: u11 o r  !a.,,1.� m111 ;•1 t 1 t.or.v r. l n�1 ,?i, li:1 J'tio,,1 e ... • Courta. Th-:1 rop1:rt coutt11uc9 that ·.�hl.le th':! Amorlcnnn orn C'lrp:on '.i. t nr:" n11nn• 1 ,11 .. 
Nnrth of tho l,o1re rur. uoo u1�n i 11ol. Gormnt1y-, the r1!4.>1,l un '  1',rnnl to th·n ::011lh of lt io form l1\(t up nr,ulm1t �pnln. Tho [, a11ltm ""No·•:1 Chron1r. J a "  ror,C' .... L�r 'r"l"'I: 
�1!�1� hr,� inc!lr.!"lt.ed  t�c-.t tho curtoi'"I m11)• rl.r.o : in.'( d:iy nn tho st:cnnd net ,.., · 
.the Spanioh drnrno . To-d111y• ,. Ra.rtto hr,l')u,-;l.t t'urthcr rcpc:-tu o r:' M\JCh l'i "?r•1h� 'r."r. 
activity ln tho F11111ch l'yreneeo nrc�. .. . 
.+ J!!.lj_!_j!,1:i.!J ++ Tough: . Pbt" rtt11:,on11 .c,f nr,tt uncl �con'lm.v, l hn �>t1u,t � f  Ar�b1n hns hnd to roduce hie hftlrem of 450 wi.ve::J to 4 ,  hln rn11o•irt t·!n, thf!so l'r1 v1l t,l'nt1 tnur hove t1lTOfld.v prr.,dueed. ,1 e,,na n•,t1 ond unme ,��1on,,d numlr.r c r d.!J11,;rh t1trt"! � � • 
The '9nc:1 Court! h,,ve b:ien f'li,!", l�r. tnritonce� on Ax-.;:..,ll:tbr)rnt.or!l. Mntnh, v Admirfll rlston, gee .  o r  Stn�tl) in fh., �·>"c'1 Cr-1. nf\lnl orrtoc , :uul '.;he cn"'r:i� � n .. ft'Jr .)ewlch A!t"l!re, hn ,ft b<J«n tJen·t:.:nDed tr. dunth. Arlm 1rnl de J,:10:-,:-'1t:t h . ., .. h'?nn 11.rr&ti1ted tor th5 ratlure o! th'! r'rm1�h neet t� lc:1ve Toulon. Th� �01tnf' <' ' "Le tJetln" ·•hich continued nubltcnttnn , hn8 Al. oo been sentenc�� tn clcnth, 
Th,t1e who 'l'f.;'!rfJ "Kr10E,l�e" t.n nur,t1nto. hntl nn "'?cd Cro�� nfl reel �. hvt. in"t,,..�11 t �oy ,r.Jre al l ""d to r.o Into a,,'.n,-·,et on �n·nln to hu.v lJ,,, t r  0"!11 •·osd, ,.,,ey 
""re .crodltud ,.\th (ull n"IY durlnr, 11� ... tJ.vHy. - .. t+ t 

•• s•' l"ll'r.:;· · '"1,A�:i� •t R ncbr•ll� :a . )ouiP C,1 rd!1 '.."IO � th·-, 1J,�t.1 rm�,, T '?l')ruo ,.. ... ,,-.. nt. 
St. Laol.o Brotmn �n i�e Ar.t..,r\etin L•}nf!Ur p0n�1ont. T,nt .. ·:,t 1'.'orl r\ !"'-'t ... t c !'  .... �.,.. ... t = Drowns 2-w::,n, 2-10:,t • Cardo 2-wqn , 2-:-lOtJt. �un,Jur " Drnwn" hr1va :T('ln th" ,:,�- �,.. .. 
"h�l • Nohe O,me 68,-1' 1 ttnb•1rr.h 6 , ,  Ch\ci,go llMre 70 -- Col 'oe• �1 ' -�t• . . .. .  
"'1.. · ·"'l.ch•r.:m 12 -- Jo·.1n pr-,-�, trht 7 • • •  H{'ltn! TY\lll'! ovo1r 't'uJ;inc hy n r- tr- 11rhdf't......,, 
mAr81n. , ,, 
+ NOTJCR + Cheot1 - Fbr thoso t nt�?reu\od there "\11 b,-, o .,,oQ t !n:, 1 r1 llJ . rr.k r, Con;;;on�oom ,--io=morro"· :.;und:1y from l ' :  ... J() to l<• :00 hf>Ur3. . · 

Hut lwck /"'K" of ill.!:.. t:Lrl!!.1. kr/J/ lite krl,•>;ll'.< 11/1 nll Ame1·/ct1n .</w1 1 .< ,,.,.,,s. 

smup,glcd po1 l ion� (hi t.� of coil, wire.: 
and crysl:il) into c;imp concealcd in 
their cl()thin�:. I 1 1 ndcrsl:111d lh�l wlic:11 
not in use ! l ie final prnd11ct w:is dis
assembled and the parts hidden inside 
a bed post. Radios were stricrly for
bidden. 
'J11e set was tuned to 1\llC: and picked 

up :t hro:1dcasl 1 l 1e  s!ation :1ircd at a 
very earl;• morning hour from London. 
Once received ;ind prepared for dis
tribution the llAI' men m:Hk� it ;ivaibl,lc 
under controlled circumstances. The 
fact th:tt , /\mcric:in .,ports news was 
i nc luded al the end suggests th :H 
American prisoners l i : td a h:ind in the 
fin:1 1 product. Our  Cerm:in optors 
would never know how comforting il 
was for Kriegies 'to lc:im of favorable 
devclopmenls in the war, one they kept 
assuring us 1hc /\!l ies were losing. 

Again, cx-Kricgics have 1old rnc the 
(",erm:1ns ma in ta ined a map in l i te 
Vor/(lgC'r, a place availal,lc 10 pri:,;oncrs 
on orTici:il business. The map included 
both the Western a nd !'.astern front 
sectors. and stdn}�' allached 10 it rnarl<cd 
lines or mnverncn! l>y the Allied annic.�. 
as well as I l i t lc r's forces. A storr is told 
lh:ll at one pninl ;i Ccrman guard 
noticed lhc string 011 the \Vcstcrn front 
had been moved a cerlain distance 
Inward !he c:is!, f1 1rl l 1C'r inln Ccrm:iny. 
I le wondered how this latest bit of 
inform;1 l ion h:id l wcomc avail: i l>k. 
Once the Comm;inda nl was informed 
our entire Compound was subjected 
to intensive search. Fortun;itcly the 
r:idin remained safe. 't 
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G H A PL A I N'S C O P"N E R 
GREETINGS : 

Consider the hugh success achieved by the Bulletin we receive every second month from 
and through our own Historian and Editor,  George Coen. Recently I ' ve had the good 
experience of reading several bulletins from the 322nd Sqdn of the 14th Troop Carrier 
Command. Well written and certainly interest ing . Along exac tly the same lines I re
cently read a Bulletin of  the 505th Bomb Group , a B-29 Group off T inian. Theirs was 
a unique experience with large aircraft in a new concept .  They suffered many losses 
from equipment failure for a t ime with combat familiar to what  we experienced except 
for their low level night operations . Both bulletins were well done , carefully edited 
and neat ly printed , examples of  good editorial contro l .  But something is really lack
ing in these accounts and it has to be through the loss of " f irst person accounts" 
which we have enjoyed so much in our own Bulletins . When an account is presented by 
an individual , it has to  come from his own experience as he recal l s  and has that unique 
flavo r ,  that very real authority that takes a real nose dive when that account is re
writ ten by somebody el se .  George never cuts anything , some o f  my letters have gone 
through with glaring errors associated with my meager t yping experience , but good old 
George prints  them, errors and all .  When an individual ' s  own personal account is prin
ted,  unedited , it  has that flare , that charm, t hat authority that each of  us enj o y .  
We can thank George Coen for this unique and most  effective format a s  we look forward 
to his cont inuing editorial expertise . We all love you George! 

In Proverbs Chapter 20, verse 29 it says ; "The glory of  young men is their strength,  
Gray hair is the splendor o f  the old ." Be kind to  one another and think about that 
gray headed splendor ,  mo st of us are there already. 

� , e1 ·• let ters � . <£.n�;y, 'i&.� 
99th . Eomb Group Histori c al Society 

Mr. George F. Coen 
2908 Aliso Drive , N .E .  
Albuquerque, N.M. (87110) 

Dear George:  

1-1 er ;1,1 � '· G 0 ... . ..:,µc,,Jj 
5Ju Claremont Road, 
Springfield,  Pa. (1906u) 

July 10 , 1989 

Many thanks for your l etter of June 23 ,  1989 , explaining about my 

name on a current membership list. 

Many years ago ,  I accuired a rorcen Bombsight. Several years ago , 

a frier.d of mine Col . P.i chard Wol.f ( former 8th ;_. F.  pilot on B-17)  

arranged to have it shipped to  the Gus Gri scom ;_ir E ase at Kokomo Ind . ,  

to be on cisplay at the P.eri tage t-:useum . It is  no,., in the nose  of the 
11 r-:iss Liberty Belle 11 , E-1 7 .  

Also I am including article you m�y be interested in. 

Sincerely your, 

�'-C_...,yt_.. 

L ET T E R S  

Dea r Geo rg e :  
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J o h n  F .  O ' Con n e l l  
3 2 1  L i n d s e y  Drive 
Berwy n ,  PA . 1 93 1 2 
2 1 5-644-91 82 

31 J a n u a ry 1 990 

Most of t h e  membe r s  of t h e  99t h .  BGHS I t a l k  to a r e  u nawa r e  
o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  mat e r ia l whic h a r e  ava ila b l e  f o r  p e rsonal 
research of  our  Group and Squadro n r ecords . I t h ought  all  o f  o u r  
members might be interest ed i n  l ea rning what I k now i n  t h is a r ea 
and s eeing copies ( at ta ched ) of some of t h e  t h in g s  I h ave found . 

Milit a ry Field Bra nch  o f  t h e  Nation a l A�chives 

This loc a t ion has only  ope�at ional records--that i s , combat 

missions--of t h o  99t h . There  is a l i s t  o f a l l  t h e  99t h . missions  
f r om #1  t h rough  #395 s howing the  n umber o f  ea c h miss ion , its  
t a rget , a nd its  dat e .  Ea c h miss ion has it s own fold � r ,  . a nd t h e  
folders  r u n  f rom mi s s i on #1 01  o n 1 0 / 3 1 / 4 3  t h rough  mi s s io n  #395 
on  4 / 2 6 / 45 . U n fo rt u n at e l y , mis sions #1 t h rough  #1 00 ( 1 0 / 30 / 4 3 )  
a r e  missing , a nd n o  one  h a s  yet  been a b l e  t o t e l l  me wh e r e  t h e y  
might be . 

Ea c h m i s s io n folder  has  essent ially  t h e  f o l lowing pages : 

-- " Operat ion Orders " whi c h g ives t h e  d et a i l s  o f  t h e  mission s u c h 
a s t h e  number o f  ai r c raft part i c ipating , t h e  t a rget , r endez
vous poin t , route o u t , I . P . , bombing  altitude  and format ion , 
bomb load , t ime o f  H-Ho u r ,  t a k eo f f , attack , et c . --a l l  t hose 
t h i ngs most of u s  ca n n ot r ememb e r ! 

- - b r i e f i n g  notes for t h e  day ' s  mission 

- -a sket c h o f  t h e  t a rget and t he ax i s  o f  att a c k 

--t h e  form a t ion o f  t h e  Group by squad ron , s howin g  eac h a i r c ra ft 
n umbe r , it s  position , an d  t h e  name of it s pilot 

-- bom b  s t r i k e  photo s ,  f l a s h  bombing report , int e r p r et ation o f  
photos , and  a n  a na l y s i s  o f  t h e  mi s s ion 

--a s tat i s t ica l  repo rt  s umma r i z ing t h e  d et ai l s  o f t h e  mi s s ion 

--individual  claims o f  en emy planes  s hot d own 

The condition  o f  t h e  fo l d e r s  varies ; some a r e comp let e ,  
some a r e  not ; s ome pag e s  a r e  i n  good cond i t i o n , some a re h a rd t o  
read-- bu t t h ey are  a l l  fa s c i na t i ng ! I n  t h e  last box o f  t h e  
f o l d e r s  t h e r e  a re approx imat ely  250 pages o f  " operation report s "  
whic h cover the  period 3 / 31 /43-1 / 3 1 / 44 . Th ey  s umma r i z e  missions  
in a p ag e  o r  two bu t  d o  not have  t h e  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  fold e r s . 
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In  addition to t h e  Group records , t h e  Archives has four  
cartons  f i l l ed wit h loose pages on the  Fifth  Wing f i l ed r·a t h e r  
h a p h a z a r d ! � , and  wh ich  includ e ,  among ot h e r  t h i n g s , a record o f  
planes  a s s ig n ed t o  t h e  99t h . and  what happened t o  t h e m .  

T h e  �echani � s o f  v isiting  t h e  Archives  a r e  simple  ( t here  i s  
f r e e  park � ng available ) .  You s ig n  i n  and  get  a n  I . O . ca r d , o r d e r  
t h e  mat e rial  you  want to examin e ,  and  t h e n  wait  for  t h em to 
bring  it t o  you . There  are  now two photocopy mac h i n e s  for  which  
you  can sign  o� for  t h i r t y-minute i n c reme n t s  o f  use ; and you can 
ins ert a plast 1 c _ card i n  the ma c h i n e  wh i c h  aut omat ically  pays 
f o r  �ach  copy which costs 1 0  cents--no mor e  having t o  take rolls  
o f  d i mes wit h  you . Mat e rial  taken  in  and  out  must be  c l eared 
t h rough  S e c u r it y . Al l t h i s  t a k e s  t ime--especj a l l y  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a 
lot o f  people u s ing t h e  room--so plan on s everal  v i s i t s  for  a 
compl ete sea r c h  o f  t h e  record s .  

The  M i l i t a r y  Archives are  located at : 

Was h i ngton Nat ional Records Center Bui l d i n g  
4205 S u i t land Road 
S u i t l an d , MD . 20023 ( 1  m i l e  f rom t h e  D C  1 ·  S A ) . .  1ne- o . v e . 
Tel : 301 -763-3978 ( Research  Roo m )  

Hours a r e  8 ; 00 A . M .  to 4 ; 1 5  P . M .  Mon . - Sat . .  I f  you  p l a n  to go o n  
Sat u rda y , you have  t o  c a l l  301 -763-741 2 no later  t han  2 ; 00 P . M . 
on F r' id a y t o  o r  d er  t h e  mat e r  i a 1 you want . 

Maxwell  AFB Research Center 

T h i s  i s  the repository  for Ai r Force h i storical  record s ·  
b u t , s p e c i fica l l y ,  i t  has t h e  following micro-fi lms on t h e  99t h . 
and  its  squad ron s :  

--Roll  B01 99 
80200 
A0585 
A0609 

covers Group activities  from 9 / 43 to 4 / 44 

1 0 / 43 to  1 0 /45 
Squadrons 346-347-348 
Squadron 4 1 6  

T h e s e  f i lms cont a i n  h i storica l  records war d ia r ies unit  
h i s t o r i e s . �pecial  nar rative report s ,  press  �eleas es , photos on 
the Ba s e  and planes in  the ai r-es sentially  non-mission-ma t e r ia l 
a n d  a r e , o f  cou rs e ,  t h e  sou r c e  o f  m u c h  o f  t h e  mat e r i a l  you  have 
been printing i n  the News l et t e r  for  several years now . Each r o l l  
o f  f i lms i n c l u d e s  o t h e r  Groups and  Squadrons as  well . 

T h e s e  films can b e  orde red from;  
HQUSAF Histo r i c a l  Research  Center  
Maxwe l l  AFB,  AL . 361 1 2 -6678 

Th � f i l ms cost $20 each . They a r e  negative 1 6mm . f i l m  and copy 
w h i t e  on b lack  u n l e s s  you  can find a v iewi ng mach i n e  which  
reverses , or  can v i ew t he f i lms at Maxwe l l . 

It t a k es 6-8 weeks to g et your o r d e r  f i l l ed . 
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Dear George : Feb 20 1 990 
Here a couple of does anybody remember ? 

It was the Twenty- second of November , mis sion was Munich, Germany . 
I was awaken to  fly as a Toggleer it seem that a Bombardier was sick 

and seeing I was a replacement and my turbo be awaken . There were three 
replac ement and two camera men in my tent , so we took turns as far as  
flying when we  weren ' t  schedu le t o  fly . When we turned on the I . P .  I open 
the Bomb Bay doors ,  then I watch the led plane when I saw his bombs , I  hit 
the switch to release the bomb s .  Ju st as I hit the switch a piece of flack 
ca.me through the nose crease my helmet cut through the oxygen lines and 
sla.m into the instrument panel . The flack drove me t o  my knees and left 
me with my eyes full of fragmentof plex iglas s . There I was yelling for the 
navigator to help remove the plexiglase and he was look ing for a walk 
around bottle . Well I finally c lean enough glass out t� see through my 
watery eyes to head back t o  the rear of the plane for oxygen , as Icrawl 
through the cockpit area I not ice the copilot Lt . Moyer slump to one s ide , 
hiewae the only name I had put down in a little book I keep . i ·rtem�mher 
stepping through the bulk head to  the bomb bay the next thing I remember 
was the radio operator with his arm around me pluging me into a walk 
around bottle and there Iwas staring intospac e as 1 didn ' t  have t ime t o  
c lose the bomb bay and to  put my parachute on . The radio operator said 
that he look out into the bomb bay and saw me weave then fall forward 
he quick grab0aewalk around bottle crawl out t o  me . I sure wish I could 
remember the name of the radio operat or and the rest of the crew _to  
thanks him again and sure glad that bolt was st icking out of the bomb 
rack t o  catch my parachute harnes .  BOB 

I wonder if anyone remember the miss ion t o  Bleckhammer , Germany 
that was an all out mission of the Fifteen Air Force command . It was .13 

6eember Seoond Nineteen Forty Four each group was suppose t o  come in at 
different altitude and from different direct ion to  confu se the enemy 
gunners . I · think the spac ing of five minute over target for each group . 
Well somebody d1dn 1 t figure in the head winds or human errors becau se 
when we left our I .P .  all you could see was planes flying every which 
way , I was flying as a tail gunner on this mission . I  looked out at twenty 
o ' c lock high and there was a group of B- 1 71 flew right over u s  at about 
five hundred feet some one said it was the 97th Bomb Group it had its 
bomb bay door open and those five hundred pounders sure may your hair 
stand on end . I watch them fly over u s  but at two thou sand feet at two 
o ' c lock low was another groupof B� 1 7  flying parallel with u s ,  as the 
upper flight cro ss  over the lower flight they release their bombs . 
From my view it look like they drop their bombs into the lower fl ight , 
but just the outer box of the lower group was hit the leader and the 
two wing plane blew in a b ig ball of flame they Ju st dis integrated 
the trailing plane flew into the explosion and seem t o  tear apart I 
d idn ' t  see any chute s  come out the meas . I wonder if any body remember ? 
I also remember looking back .the way we flew the flack was really heavy 
on each s ide of  our format ion , but  our air lane seem clean of flack almost 
a milk run .  

Health To  You 

s� 
Robert J .  Bacher 
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Dear George : 

8 Feb 20 1 990 

I was reading the event s of the 347 War Diary for the months 
of Sept . to Decemeer of 1 943 . I  am not sure the 4 1 6 was in the same Bomb 
Group as the 347th , the mud and the shoot ing also the mis s�one are the 
sam e ,  but the food that ' s  a different story • I don ' t  remember fresh meat 
fresh eggs , cream chicken and biecu 1t e ,  steak , hamburger , turkey and plain 
chicken . They also had a FX where · they got candy bars and c igarettes . 

Now in the 41 6 squadron from March J 94)1J-<,to�F11buary 1 945 here what we 
got the first three months for our to�co rat ion was two pack of . Mail 
pouch and one sack of Bull Durhum for a month . The rat ion increase later 
on and we got one can of British Gold Flake c igarettes which tasted like 
straw and to draw smoke in was like sucking mud up thru a straw .Now to
ward the end of my tour they did have American c igarette Winge • 

Now for the food , we had Powder Eggs , Powder potato "C. �  rat ion "K" 
rat ion also five in one rat ion . Later on we got the famou s S O S  but 
our breakfast was mostly . french toast that ' s  slice bread drip in that 
green slime called powder eggs and fried . That ' s  one thing I cou ldn ' t  
understand how come powder eggs had that greenish hue ?  We did have fresh 
eggs we would buy them fro,m the farmer around the base . When I first arr
ived we paid twelve lires or twelve cent s a dozen , when I left we were 
paying a one hundred twenty lires or one dollar twenty cent a dozen .We 
cooked in our tent . The fellows and I we had chicken every once in a 
while we would go out for a little C & W that ! s  chicken & wine hunt . 
What we would do is  sneak over to Capt . O ' Rourke liv ing quarters and 
pu sh hie  Jeep away eo we could jump start it , now Capt . O ' Rourke didn ' t  
like fly boy . I think the reason he didn ' t  u e  was becau se the officers 
would come into the squadron 1 st or2nd Lieutenant s and leave as Capt . 
or Major after a few months oversea,  and he was pas s over for a promotion 
wkile I was there and that didn ' t  help anything . Lets get back to the 
C&W what we would do is make a hook out of tube ing that we got at the 
planes graveyards ours or the Brit ish that were on our field , it kould be 
about seven feet long . We would take the Jeep along the road and snag 
any chicken along the road and put it in a barrack bag . One day we 
were on our little tour when we spotted a pig ,  well ole Tex as we called 
him said let me bull dog him . Well nex was from Beaumont , Texae he was 
about five feet s ix tall and weight between hundred fifteen to twenty 
pound , he stood up on the back wheel well .  Were rolling along at twenty 
miles �nd hour,  now this  pig weight about a hundred and fifty pounds .  
Well he leap off and hit that pig l ike a flat rock hitt ing water flew 
about s ix feet in the air lost air speed hit the ground twice like  some 
pilot s I flew with &his nose dug into the ground . Why I seen B- 1 7  
belly land t ear up less  t ru f  then he did any way he ended up with his  
heels ahead of hds head . When we got to him he keep eayingit didn ' t  have 
horn e l  We headed back to  the base left the Jeep at the flight line 
got a lift in a truck to the doctor , we told him Tex fell off a truck ,  
that s the way hie  report read . You see  Sugar Foot from Harlan , KY.  and 
the Doc were drinking buddy Sugar Foot had a still behind our tent and 
when he has the fixing he could make a quart a day . It was the god awful 
tasteing stuff I ever drank , but the Doc and Sugar foot thought it was 
t op shelve . You see our tent was locate  way back by the tracks where 
the double story yellow stucco hou se was,  so not tomany people walk 
around our t ent . Not ice I u sed nickname in case those in this story 
became men of the cloth or a pol it ic ian .  By Batman X 41 6er 

Regards 

B.!/---
ROBERT J BACHER 

�� 692 N ABB
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R24035 \� ELYRIA ,  

Dear George -- 9 

I j ust finished counting up all  the 99th losses , both operat ional and 
non-operational .  I believe there are 105  planes on the l ist . A list is 
enclosed . 

A couple of letters ago I asked you if you knew a Patr ick Train in the 
4 16th . He crashed 23 0449 at Massicault on 15  Sep 43 after a miss ion . Wel l ,  
he was ass igned to the 2nd BG . Apparently the plane went from th� 9�th to 
the 2nd sometime after it was assigned on 17 Jul 43 . It flew 9 miss ions 
w ith the 2nd so it couldn ' t  have been in the 99th more than a week or two . 
I f  it had stayed in the 99th , it would probably have gone to the 97th when 
the swap of Tokios for non-Tokios took place in Nov . 43 . 

There is also a change in the number of miss ions that Never Satisf ied flew . 
Jake Grimm informs me that when the p lane reached the 483rd it had 90  bomb 
tallies painted on it . Supposedly ,  it flew 28 more miss ions w ith the 483rd 
but Jake informs me that most of these were double miss ions . Therefore , it 
appears 388 flew only about 14 miss ions with the 483rd . After checking what 
data I have 9 0  miss ions seems about the right number that 388  would have 
flown with the 99th . Add the 14  and that makes 104  miss ions . This seems 
very reasonable for the period of t ime that it flew . 

On the 99th plane l ist , I have changed the two pages concerning . 230449 
and 25388  and am sending them to you . They are pages 4 and 12 . Notice there 
is a name for 230449 . I got that from the 2nd BG records . I don ' t  know if it 
was named by the 99th or the 2nd . Pat Train crashed landed Julie A at 
Mass icault after having received severe batt le damage . He totalled the 
plane and no one on the crew was injured . I wonder how the 2nd managed to 
get a Tokio equipped plane away from the 99th without a fight? 

On the losses l ist , there are two planes that were written off as being 
lost twice . 25786  was declared a loss by the 99th because of a fire on 
16  Sep 43 . I t  was apparently repaired and went to the 483rd . I t  was shot 
down over N is on 1 5  Apr 4 4 ,  the first loss for the 483rd . 

The other plane was 230416 . I t  suffered severe battle damage at Mestre 
on 6 Oct 43 and was declared a 99th loss . It was repaired and ended up 
w ith the 97th BG . I t  was shot down at Padua on 1 1  Mar 4 4 .  

Was at the newstand the other day and found a new magazine on the rack . 
I t  is the first issue and publ ished by Collectors Gallery of . Canoga Park , CA . 
The entire issue is  about the B- 17 , from the E model through the G .  I t  is 
worth buying . It has a short biography of Bert Stiles who wrote " Serenade 
to the Big Bird" . It also has a feature about the Confederate AF _ B- 1 7  and 
one about Shoo Shoo Baby . There is even a reprint of the B-17 flight manual 
at the end of the magazine . 

� 
Dick Drain 
6 Feb 1990  
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Dear George , 

550  S .  Ocean Blvd .#1 801 
Boca Raton,  FL , 33432 
1 8  December 1 989 

For quite some time now, I ' ve been meaning to lay a war story 
on you .  I t ' s  one I ' ve thought about hundreds o f  times , usually 
leaving me at some odds with my conscience,  and also with the feel
ing that no one ( me ,  in this case ) should be heard from so much 
that others with better tales are not .  This one ,  however , happen
ed not only to me , but also involved many other people ,  and some of  
the important ones aren ' t  here anymore to tell it ,  so I ' ll get on  
with it  for them too . Maybe it ' s  just therapeutic : 

At the 99th BG briefing for the mission of  1 6  Apr il 1 944 , an 
unusual mix up of the assigned positions in the group formation put 
one o f  my ( 346th )  airplane commanders and his crew in a squadron 
lead position for which he had not yet been checked out . His name 
was Corley , a very solid and dependable element leader , and I ' ve 
never been able to come up with his first name or the identity o f  
the rest of  his crew . I was scheduled o n  this mission to check o ut 
in the group lead , flying with L t .  Col . B ill  Headrick. 

You know how import  we felt the individual check out was to our 
successful operation . The obvious , quick, and easy answer was for 
Corley and me to swap positions . He could fly co-pilot for Headrick 
and I could take his plane and crew in the squadron that I was fam
iliar with, waiting for the next mission to get my group lead check . 
Headrick agreed at once , and we made the switch without further ado . 
There was no time nor need to advise anyone else . The full impli
cations of  what seemed a logical fix were still some four hours away . 

Enroute weather made the primary target unreachable , and the 
group diverted to Belgrade , and a secondary target . On  a very long 
and steady bomb run with accurate tracking flak, the group lead ship 
was hit,  losing a large portion of its left wing tip . I was leading 
the low left squadron, so it was my primary visual referemce , and I 
clearly s aw the flak impact and his diving turn become a spin as I 
pulled my squadron up to evade the crippled lead plane . Ball tur
ret and tail gunners l ater reported its explosion and two chutes . 

After de-br iefing on return,  I headed back to my squadron, where 
Ed Kusterer , the ad jutant , was gathering up my personal belongings 
and looking up my next of kin . He turned white as a shee t .  Small 
wonder since the ops loading list,  and eyewitness accounts seemed 
completely conclusive . 

Two men from the crew survived when it  exploded , tail gunner 
Francis Presser , and bombardier Chuck Ner i ,  blown free , and para
chuting to become POW ' s .  Ironically, Neri was on  his 50th mission 
and his birthday as well , and his story is very well told in a 
couple o f  letters in the September , 1 986 newsletter . 

There was a point to make when I started this , and I hope it  
hasn ' t  since evaded me . It  must be that some of  the really BIG  cor
ner s ,  the decisions that determine one ' s  life story, and , indeed , 
sometimes its length, may not appear all that significant at first . 
What made it possible for me to tell this story,  45 years after be
ing scheduled for that final fal l ,  was as simple and unlikely as 
a botched formation plan . And I still don ' t  know the rest of Carley ' s  
name , or anything about his crew---mine for one critical , and in this 
cas e ,  fatal missio n .  

My best wishes for a Merry Christmas and m:ny H�_yy New Years , 

k . / /;. / .' / £ / ( �_;·?(..,-,,,. �--{ �_..,1�/--:, · -
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Wa r D i a r y 

THREE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR  FORCES 

O ffice of the Intelligence Officer 

3 1  December 1 944 

SUBJECT : Historical Events 
TO :  

1 • 

1 944 . 

Group S-2 , Attention Historian 

Staff O fficer s :  
a.  C a p t  R aymond J .  K ane , Oper ations O f ficer promoted t o  Maj or ,  1 5  December 

b .  Herbert  A .  Rooney , Jr . ,  1 st Lt . ,  became Engineering O fficer vice L angdon F .  

Ayers , Capt . ,  1 5  December 1 944 . 

2 .  Awards and decorat ions :  

a.  Distinguished F lying Cross : 

Donald L .  Blanchard,  1 st Lt . ,  0-759560 
E rnest K. Gentit , 1 st L t . , 0-756969 
John R. Lewis , Capt . ,  0-7 55583 
Frank B .  Knepper , Jr . ,  Maj . 0-41 2507 
Hayden A .  Mitchell ,  1 st L t . ,  0-723142 

b .  Oak Leaf Cluster t o  Distinguished F lying Cross : 

James W.  Crow , 1 st L t . ,  0-765572 

3 .  Losses in Action : 
a.  S/Sgt F r ank  E .  K au fman wounded in action on 1 1  December 1 944 , by exploding 

shrapnel on mission over Noosbierbaum, Austria. 

4 .  Personnel who have completed their missions : 

a .  T h e  fol lowing members o f  this squadron completed their missions during the 
past mont h :  

1 st L t  James L .  Smith , 1 st L t  Nick G .  Pappas , T/Sgt Edward L .  Clower , 1 st L t  S . W .  
Gergman , 2nd L t  Gerhard Nellhaus , T/Sgt Seymour D i amond , 1 st L t  Charles W .  Cadwall ader , 
T/Sgt Floyd A .  Ricahrds , S/Sgt Russell N .  Brink, 1 st lt Gerald R .  Sprankel , T/Sgt Donald R .  
Gilmore, 1 st L t  William H .  Billingsley , S/Sgt R . L .  C i l l abaugh , Capt  John r .  L ewis ,  T/Sgt 
V incent F .  Verre,  T/Sgt Lotis A .  Liddy , S/Sgt Hugo A .  Sbordone,  S/Sgt Hershel D .  Bode , 1 st 
lt  Edward l .  L an i g an , 1 st L t  Herman G .  H am i l t on , S/Sgt Charles L .  Mayer , S/Sgt J . H . 
C armich ale , T/Sgt  H . E .  We i l , 1 s t L t  Wal l ace M .  Lott , 1 st L t  Luther A .  Mayer , S/Sgt O . L .  
Brower , 1 st lt L . R .  Fouts , T/Sgt R . L .  Haggard,  T/Sgt  W .  Golds t e in , S/Sgt A . O .  Poliquin , 
S/Sgt J .  R o l k a ,  S/Sgt R . F .  E bbert , S/sgt D . E .  Pius , S/Sgt B . A .  I nnes , S/Sgt W . F .  Fuller , 
S/Sgt W . N .  Cornett , T/Sgt T . L .  Campbel l ,  S/Sgt G . A .  Row l an d ,  S/Sgt A .  T .  Koslos k i ,  S/Sgt 
J . P .  Campbel l ,  S/Sgt E . E .  May , S/Sgt R . R .  Hinkle, L t  R . J .  Miller , and T/Sgt J . A .  Atwood . 

5 .  Important Event s :  

Dur ing the  month of December , the 346th S q ,  joined i n  with the rest of the group 
in the 300th mission celebration . The o fficers in conjunction with the other o f ficers o f  
the  g r oup h e l d  a p ar t y  a t  t h e  3 6 8 t h  Service  Sq . Auditorium on 1 6  Dec ember 1 944.  The 
enlisted personnel held their party the same evening in the d ay room . A G . I .  S t age Show 
w as the  feat u r e  of the  evening . T h ere  was open house at the bar with a G . I .  Orchestra 
furnishing the music . 

T here  were several  Christmas p ar t ies around t h e  Squadr on .  On  the  2 3 r d  o f  
December 1 944,  the officers held a stag party in the day room. On Christmas D ay a group of 
enlisted men celebrated at a party held in Manfredonia .  A good time was had by  all . 
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On the  2 7 th of December 1 944 , a serious line disaster was averted by the heroism 
shown by some o f  o�r ground personnel . T/Sgt Bradford Ben t o n ,  crew chief  and Cpl  Albert  
K eskee were changing a booster pump on  a gas tank on  A/C 048 when the  t ank caught fire and 
exploded . Onl� a few m�n we�e on t�e l�ne at the time. At the sound of  the explosion they 
r�ced to the aircraft with fire ext 1ngu1shers and turned them on the fire which was burning 
f�erc_ely .  They had to work f?st , f?r t_he A/C was l o aded with  bombs for the  next d ay ' s  
mission , and _ a loaded refueling unit without a tractor was standing nearby . M/Sgt Vincent 
� · Fornias , l ine l n�pe�tor , went in!o t�e aircraft , grabbed an ax, climbed up on the  wing , 
and chopped a hole _ 1n it . Th� opening in the wing was necessary in order to  extinguish the 
flames in _ the burning tank,  with the contents of  all available fire ext inguishers . While 
Sgt  F?r n i as _ w as act ual l y  extinguishing the flames , Sgt  Charles Nunnley r an for a tractor 
and hitched 1t to the refueling u·nit . P fc John L inna  drove  the  unit to a s afe  distance 
from the fir e .  Other line men , i n c l u d ing M/Sgt R alph Ocheltree M/Sgt J ames Buchanan 
M/S�t Ar:1gelo  R e t a l�s ,  M/Sgt Robert  Schroeder , s e arched t h e  ar'e a for a l l  availabl;  
extinguisher � t o  fight the  flames . By  the  time the  fire department arrived, the  fire was 
out and the aircraft safe except for a badly damaged wing . Thanks for the quick  thinking 
and acting on the  p ar t  o f  the  l ine men ment ioned • .  T h e  group  was saved from a major 
tragedy .  31  J anuary 1 945 

SUBJE C T :  Historical Records 

fO :  Group S-2 ,  Attention Historian 

1 .  Staff o fficers 

a. 
January 1 94 5 .  

Capt James S .  Hemphill became Operations Officer v ice Maj Raymond J .  Kane , 2 

2 .  Awards and decorations. 

a .  Dist inguished Flying Cross . 

J ames L .  Smith , 1 st Lt . ,  0-81 8238 
L ane R. Fouts , 1 st l t . , 0-763989 
Ludovic S. F l igas , 1 st L t .  0-761 006 
Robert P .  Gilroy , Capt . ,  0-81 7423 
Thomas F. Rawl inson , Capt . ,  0-765070 
William C .  Whelchel , Capt . ,  0-754782 
Edward L .  Lanigan , 1 st Lt . ,  0-71 2 1 1 0  
Lyle L .  L ink , 1 st Lt . ,  0-82 1 1 70 
Robert J .  Mack , 1 st Lt . ,  0-1 692887 
Ira  H .  Shick, Capt . ,  0-81 3597 

3 .  Important Events . 

C apt J ames S .  Hemp h i l l  t h e  new Oper at ions Officer became the first man in the 
Squadron ' s  history to start another tour of duty . 

On the 8th of  January 1 945 , Lt Howard E .  Ramey returned from a five weeks tour of  
England. He visited the various bomb groups of  the 8th Air Force g iv i ng lectures  on t h e  
night missions conducted by the 1 5th Air Force. 

KERM I T  J .  MACK 
Captain , Air Corps 
Squadron S-2 Officer 
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Sheet No. 1 3  War Diary. 99th Bombardment Sqdn. Foggia #2, Italy 

Month of January, 1 944. Prepared by George E. Hutchison, Capt, S-2 

DAY EVENTS 

1 We started off the new year with a holiday. It being a nonoperational day. There was a 
cold rain and windstorm practically throughout the day. Quite a number of tents were 
blown down by the storm. Late in the afternoon, despite the rain, we celebrated the 
New Year with a turkey dinner. 

2. Scheduled mission cancelled. it was a much needed holiday, as it gave everyone a 
chance to repair damages to tents caused by rainstorm yesterday .  

3 It was an operational day and we sent nine A/C on a successful mission over the Villar 
Perosa Ball Bearing Factory, Italy. A/C 388 and 527 returned early due to minor engine 
trouble. S/Sgt B.M. Vaagen, S/Sgt M.W. Cruggs, S/Sgt A.L. Shorten, and S/Sgt L.D. 
Wittern completed 50th mission. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

We sent eight A/C on a mission over Sofia, Bulgaria. A/C 346 returned early due to 
engine trouble. All of our A/C returned safely with their bombs. They could not locate 
target due to the weather. During the evening at 1 930 hours we had a yellow air raid 
alert. 

Scheduled mission cancelled. The weather was cold and it rained throughout the day. 
Capt E.P. McLaughlin, formerly with our squadron, was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

Nonoperational. In the evening a movie was shown on the base entitled "Hit the Spot." 

It was an operational day and we sent eight A/C on a mission over Wiener Neudstat, 
Austria. Due to heavy overcast, target could not be found. The secondary target was 
hit. The target was the Maribor A/C Factory, Yugoslavia. Target was well covered. 
Our squadron was the only one out of the whole group that dropped their bombs. A/C 
817 returned early due to engine trouble. This mission marked our first venture into 
Yugoslavia. 

We sent nine A/C on a successful m1ss1on over the Reggio Emelia M/Y and A/C 
Factory, Italy. A/C 1 35 returned early because of engine trouble. All our A/C returned 
safely to base. It was an easy mission as no flak or E/ AC were encountered. T /Sgt 
Gregory Brothers, Sgt Robert Calkins, and Sgt Charles Barnes were presented Soldiers 
Medals by Maj Gen Nathan Twining, new Commanding General of the 15th Air Force. 
Lt J.B. Fowler and Lt K.B. Finney completed 50th missions. 

It was an operational day and we sent seven A/C on a successful mission over the 
Pola Harbor, Italy. All our A/ C returned safely to the base. 

1 0  Eight A/C took off on a successful mission over Sofia, Bulgaria. S/Sgt Jack Getthe!d 
and S/Sgt Chester Kissinger made claims for shooting down one E/ AC each. 
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1 1  We sent 6 A/C on a successful mission over Piraeus Harbor, Greece. Our A/C 

encountered approximately 30 E/ AC. S/Sgt F.L. Messel and T /Sgt R .N.  Hyle made 
claims for destroying one E/ AC each. All our planes returned safely. 
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Scheduled mission cancelled. Today was PX day and all we received was seven 
packages of cigarettes. In the evening fresh meat was served at chow. 

It was an operational day and we sent 9 A/C over Guidenia A/D, Italy. The mission 
was successful and all our A/C returned safely. Capt G.E. Bransom completed 50th 
mission. 

Eight A/C took off on a successful mission over Mostar A/D, Yugoslavia. It was an 
easy mission as slight flak and no E/ AC were e.ncountered. This was our shortest 
mission to date. The chow line formed early this evening because we were served 
chicken. 

We sent 1 0  A/C on a successful mission over Arezzo M/Y,  Italy. A/C 981 returned 
early due to engine trouble. All our A/C returned safely to base as slight flak and no 
E/ Ac were encountered. In the evening a movie was shown on the base entitled 
"Coney Island" starring Betty Grable and it was well attended as there was standing 
room only. 

Seven of our A/C took off on mission #133 for the group. The target was Villaorba 
L/G, Italy. Target hit. No flak over target or E/ AC encountered. Light flak over 
coast. A B-24 was shot down by one of the squadrons in our group. All our A/C 
returned safely to base. Capt G.E. Bransom and his crew took off on a trip to England. 
The two new crews that joined our organization several days ago were given a lecture 
by Lt K.J. Mack, Ass't S-2 officer. S/Sgt Chester Kissinger completed 50th mission. 

Eight of our A/C took off on mission #134. The target was Pratt M/Y, Italy. Our A/C 
traveled practically all the way over enemy territory and did not encounter a single 
E/ AC or any flak. As the crew returned they were wondering what had happened to 
the Luftwaffe. T /Sgt R.A.  Mannie, S/Sgt A.L. Macswicz, and T /Sgt C.O. Zigler 
completed their 50th mission. During the evening at 2000 we had a red air raid alert 
which lasted about 20 minutes. 

Nine of our A/C took off on mission #135. The target was Peggibonsi M/Y, Italy. The 
target was well covered. No flak or E/ AC was encountered. T /Sgt P.B. Malaker, 
T/Sgt J.T. Hammett, S/Sgt L. Werderitsh, and Capt C.E. Erikson completed 50th 
m1ss1on. Brig Gen Atkinson, Commanding General of the 5th Wing, attended the 
briefing and made a short talk. 

Ten A/C took off on a successful mission over Centocelle A/D, Italy. There was no 
flak or E/ AC encountered. A/C 058 was hit by 8 frag bombs on the bomb run from an 
A/C of the 346th Squadron. The frags punched a few holes through the wing and the 
pilot was forced to leave the formation. The pilot tried to bring the A/C back to the 
base but made a crash landing near Naples. Seven parachutes were seen to open 
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before the A/C landed. According to the last reports, all personnel were reported safe. 
T /Sgt R. Slater, S/Sgt C. Neiman, S/Sgt D.R. Young, and S/Sgt G .  Lloyd completed 
50th mission. S/Sgt J.A. Bartlett was slightly injured when a frag bomb glanced off the 
glass of his turret in A/C 981 . He received pieces of glass in his eyes. 
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It was an operational day and we sent 1 0  A/C on a mission over Giampino A/D, Rome, 
Italy. A/C 842 returned early due to engine trouble. No flak or fighters encountered. 
Target area well covered. Chaplain H.T. Whitlock an� Major Keehne,. the Group 
Surgeon, lectured to the enlisted personnel on Sex Morality. Lt W.  W ·. �h,te read the 
Articles of War at the same lecture. Lt C.C. DeCuir completed 50th m1ss1on. 

Ten A/C took off on mission #138. Primary target was not bombed due to heavy 
overcast. The secondary target, Rimini M/Y, Italy was hit. The mission was very 

successful. Our A/C encountered 6 E/AC firing rocket shells. S/Sgt T.W. Hill claimed 
shooting down an FW-190. All our A/C returned safely to base. Lt J.S. Connolly 
completed 50th mission. 

Nine A/C took off on mission #139. The target was the Pontedera A/D, Italy. A/C 
527 returned early due to oxygen trouble. The target was well covered. No flak or 
fighters were encountered. Capt G.E. Hutchison left this morning for Bari to enter the 
26th Station Hospital. 

Ten A/C took off on mission #140. The target was the Poggibonsi M/Y, Italy. A/C 
135 and 467 returned early due to engine trouble. All A/C returned to base with their 
bombs due to heavy overcast over target area. Lt E.W. Cork completed 50th mission. 

Ten A/C took off on a mission over Sofia M/Y, Bulgaria. Bombs were not dropped due 
to heavy overcast of target area. Most of the A/C jettisoned their bombs in 
the Adriatic Sea on the way home. Lt B.F. Thomas completed 50th m1ss1on. A/C 842 
landed at Bari. Most of the crew as they returned commented that "they would prefer 
to fight the Nazis than fight the weather." 

It was a nonoperational day and it was a most welcome holiday after completing 12 
consecutive mission in a row. 

Scheduled mission cancelled after briefing. Major Max E. Davis, former CO paid a visit 
to the squadron. 

Ten A/C took off on a m1ss1on over Salon De Provence A/D, France. A.C 842 
returned early. Our A/C were jumped by about 15 E/ AC. Flak was heavy and 
intense. Lt W. H. Gerland and Pfc C.0. Harris claimed of shooting down one E/ AC 
each. S/Sgt C.C. Kaschinaka completed 50th mission. 
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Nine A/C took off on a successful mission over Aviano A/D, Italy. A/C 467 returned 
early due to minor trouble. From 10  to 15 E/ AC were encountered over target area. 
Fl�k was heavy and intense. S/Sgt G .H .  Webb, S/Sgt M.E. Lloyd, S/Sgt w. w. 

Winebrenner, and S/Sgt P.L. Beard made claims for destroying one E/ AC each. T /Sgt 
R.R. Van Horn completed 50th mission. 

29 Ten A/C took off on mission #144. Due to heavy overcast at primary target, bombs 
were dropped on the Fabriano M/Y, Italy. The target was missed as the bombs landed 
in hills southeast of Fabriano. Flak was slight and no E/AC were encountered. Lt G.W. 
Brandt completed 50th mission and made a perfect landing on [ one wheel]. On the 
take off one tire blew out. Lt J.B. Tschirgi completed 50th mission. Capt G.E. 
Bransom and crew returned from England. 
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Ten A/C took off on a successful mission over Maniage A/D, Italy. Target area was 
well covered. About 5 E/ AC were encountered over target area. No flak. All our A/C 
returned safely to base. S/Sgt E.J. Petrach claimed shooting down one E/ Ac. 

Nine A/C took off on a successful mission over Udine A/D, Italy. Target area well 
covered. Heavy flak and about 1 0  to 1 5  E/ AC were encountered over target area. 
S/Sgt D.B. Fisher claimed destroying an E/ AC. With today's mission, we closed out 
the month with the biggest operational month in the history of this theater of 
operations. Twenty-four missions were accomplished during the past month. It was 
pay day today and there were quite a number of poker games in session far into the 
night. 

Combat History of the 348th Squadron 

Leaving the States on April 29, 1 943, the now famed 348th "Diamondback" Squadron of 
the veteran 99th Bombardment Group, little realized what outstanding records would be 
accomplished during the next two years of combat and almost 400 bombing missions over 
�ital and heavily defended enemy targets in 13 Hitler controlled, European countries. Beginning 
its combat career from Africa with a raid on the airdrome at Villacidio Corsica the 
"Diamondbacks" bombed strategic targets in Sicily and southern Italy to pave {he way f�r the 
c�ming i�vasion. Moving to Italy in early 1 944, it continued its relentless crusade to cripple 
Hitler's 011 and manufacturing industries by knocking out such vital targets at Vienna Polesti 
Regensburg, Rhuland, Wiener Neustadt, Munich, and Berlin. It participated in the farn'ous firsi 
shuttle bombing run from Italian bases to Russia and back. Early in 1945, it went on the first 
Berlin raid b� heavy bombers from Italy. During these two years, the "Diamondbacks" piled up 
�n o�tstand1ng record of targets bombed, enemy aircraft destroyed, and awards presented to 
its air and �round personnel. The men in the squadron have earned 1 Distinguished Service 
Cross, 8 Silver Stars, 1 9  Bronze Stars, 96 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 1 1 18 Air Medals, and 
4,320 Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal. It has destroyed more than 1 50 enemy aircraft 
from Bizerte to Berlin. The group as a whole has destroyed more enemy aircraft than any 
other heavy bombardment group in the Mediterranean Theater. 
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THREE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 

NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 
Office of the Intelligence Officer 

5 J anuary 1 944 

SUBJEC T :  Historical Records 

T O :  Major Philip M .  Philips , 99th Bomb Gp ( H )  Hq ,  S-2 

1 .  There was no change in the Commanding Officer during December 1 944 . 

2 .  T he month o f  december started off with a war bond drive in the squadron and the 

347th swept way out in the lead from the very beginning .  Our total sales were boosted when 

Cpl  Ch est e r  J ,  S t achow is k purchas ed a on e  thousand dollar ( $ 1 000 ) bond .  Only one other 

squadron in the wing topped our mar k .  

Our  p ing pong t ou rn ament d i d  not g o  o f f  s o  well for us but our checker players 
made a good showing in the group.  

Short l y after the month beg an , we hit a streak of bad luck for the first t ime in 

many months . One of our p l an es c r ash ed shortly  aft er t ak ing o f f  on m i s s i on , and two 
others since have failed to r eturn from missions . 

F o r  th e f i rst t ime during our  extended st ay overseas , the squadron Post E xchange 

received a sh ipment of wrist watches .  Only  twenty eight came in and our  P . X .  o f f i cer ,  L t  
J am es S e ecord,  l et each man who wanted one drop h is name in a box and then hold  a drawing .  
P . X .  rations as a whole h ave b e en v e ry good t h is mont h ,  with  a fai r r a t i on o f  c andy , 
c i g ar et t es ,  coca-cola  an d be e r . Beer was given out free to the men on x-mas day and the 

meal was excellent .  

Rotat i on ( unfamiliar term) hit us this month but very casually . One o fficer and 

two enl isted men wer e the sum total  and th ey wer e n ot with  t he or i g i n al n i net y  n i nt h .  

Quite  a l ar ge n umb er of our combat officers and enl isted men finished their tour of duty , 

however , and returned to the States . Week ly meetings each F riday with all combat personnel 

wer e c ar r i ed on this month as usually by the two S-2 officers ,  Capt Monroe B .  Gross and Lt 

Willi am B .  Murphy , a  nd the oper a t i ons offic er ,  L t  J . A .  P l ummer .  T h e men ar e  t ak ing a 

definite interest  in these meetings and a maximum attendance is always pr esent .  

Two  o f  our  combat me n  r et u r n ed t o  th e squadron after roaming around in enemy 

territory for sever al weeks . They had both been with the squadron for s ev eral  weeks and 

everyone was very glad to see them .  

A new Day Room Committee was organized for the squadron among the enl isted men to 

get improvements underway . The first thing done was to install a much needed stove and get 

a few addi t ion a l  chair s . Now under construction is an addition to the building to house 

the new bar which we hope to have opened soon . 

T her e was one D i s t ing u ish ed S er v ice C r oss submitted from this sq�ad�on d�r ing 

December 1 944 , and thirteen Dist ingu ished Flying Crosses . There were thr ee D 1 s t 1ng u 1sh ed 

Service C r os ses awarded posthumously  to members of this organizat ion during December 1 944 

and eight D istinguished Flying Crosses . 
MONROE B .  GROSS 
Captain , Air Corps 
347th Sq, S-2 
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TARGET 
99th Bomb Gp. 416th Bomb Sq. 

Vol I, No. 1 2  
ALL SECTIONS WELL COVERED 

ITALY Monday, July 24, 1 944 

Lt .  Col. Bernice S .  Barr Editor Sgt .  William J .  Burns, Jr. News Editor 

T /Sgt. Joseph H. Warmer Exec Ed. Sgt. William J. Mccarley Asst Sports E d .  

1 s t  Lt .  Harold J .  Blum Sports Editor S g t .  Joe Martorano Asst Sports E d .  

Capt.  E d w ard O'Rourke Officer i n  C h g  P v t .  Frank J .  Rivers Art Editor 

S/Sgt .  John M. GrantTypist 

BINGO PARTY 
It has been definitely established that the weekly Bingo Games are above reproach.  Quite a 
few persons were dubious as to the fairness of these games and it was even whispered in 
certain circles that they were "fixed." But such accusations have ceased; and we feel sure 
that the two con-men, Us. Blum and Cahill are the ones to be thanked for clearing up the 
controversy. They permitted the News Editor of the TARGET to enrich himself to the tune of 
ten bucks at last week's party. But the sword still hangs over the fair head of Andy Anderson, 
who relinquished his position of barker on Sunday to participate in the contests. By an odd 
coincidence, it was the first time Tommy O'Shea hasn't won at least one game. 
At the horse racing party on Thursday, Capt. Hattenbach was the heavy loser. Bruno Eury 
won fifteen berries and added his lusty lungs to the cheering section. The highest odds paid 
were 10-1 on number six in the last race; but to the chagrin of those unfortunate enough to 
have their dough on his nose, he was left at the proverbial post. 

THREE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
N I NE T Y  N I N T H  BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY A I R  FORCES 

Office of the Intelligence Officer 
5 February 1 945 

SUBJ EC f :  Histor ical Records 
T O :  Major Philip M .  Philips , 99th Bomb G p  ( H )  Hq 

S-2 
1 .  Major  J o h n  W .  H u t t o n  assumed c ommand of the squadron succeeding Major Al len W .  

Schroeder , new Deputy Commander o f  the 99th Bomb G p  ( H ) .  Captain John A .  P l ummer succeeded 
Major Charles B .  Katsenmeyer as squadron Operat ions officer.  

2 .  T h e  m o n t h  o f  J an u a r y  was o f f  t o  a very ugly month from the beginning with r ain 
and snow a l l  day and with very few e x c e p t i o n s  c o n t i nu e d  t h r o u g h  the e n t i r e  mon t h , New 
Y e �r s  � as _ observ �d i n  a . very qu�et way with our mess sergeant , S/Sgt Harry Horner , really 
doing Jus�ice �o himsel f  in the fine meal that he produced, Six members of the group ban d ,  
w h o  a r e  i n  t h i s  s q u adron , furn ished u s  w ith dinner music and L t  James Seacord our Post 
Exchange officer , passed out free beer . E ar l y  in the month , e i g h t  e n l i s t e d  men'  t o o k  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  examination for a Warrant Officer appointment and b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  month only 
three of them are sti l l  on the road t o  succes s .  

Var ious  forms o f  e n t e r t ainment a n d  meet i ngs were g iven during the mont h .  One 
U . S . O .  show c ame our way and as usual was given the whole-hearted support of the s q u a d r o n . 
T h e  A r t i c les  o f  War w e r e  r e ad b y  t h e  Ad j u t an t , C a p t a i n  L a r r y  S t usser  t o  a l l  o f  the 
enlisted men and two "Escape and Evasion" lectures were given to both comb�t o f ficers  and 
e n l isted  men by C a p t a i n  Monroe B .  Gr oss and Lt W i l l i am B .  Mur p h y , S - 2  and Ass ' t  S-2 
Officer s .  

.L 9  

VIC CIRELLA, the Neapolitan Gargantuan, has taken to daily exercise to work off some of the 
excess avoirdupois accumulated over the winter months. Did we hear someone say that a 
good day's work would do more good in that respect? We hope we didn't . . . . .  Anyone who has 
attempted to make a "long green" shot on the dayroom pool table can easily imagine the 
difficulties encountered by Hannibal in his crossing of the ALPS . . . . .  Speaking of the Alps brings 
to mind that M/Sgt FRANK (SACKY) BACCHI was born and went to school in these very Alps, 
just a bit above the Italian border, and knows quite a bit about the terrain of that particular 
country . . . . .  Will someone please tell TOM the correct pronunciation of La Jolla, 
that ILLEGIBLE and he is tired spelling out the name every time he tries to 
explain what a nice time she is having. And to make it worse, the name of the hotel at which 
she is staying is also known as, you guessed it, the La Jolla. It would be easier on TOM if she 
spent her summers at Skunk Hollow, Missouri . . . . .  ODD SIGHTS ABOUT THE CAMPUS: "SPEED 
EB HER washing his necktie in muddy water and rinsing it out under the Listor Bag; LT BLUM 
playing second base for the Diamondbacks; SAM TAORMINA trying to put out the recent fire in 
the trash truck with an empty CO2 extinguisher . . . . .  WE CAN'T IMAGINE: "CHIEF" ROBERTSON 
filling the water bags for the tent; 11SMILEY" BAILEY not spending his spare time building a radio; 
ROGER BICKER worrying about anything; ARTHUR "SASSIN" BASSIN acting shy and reserved; 
"HOAGY" CARMICHAEL waiting on a customer without first giving out with a joke . . . . .  FREDDIE 
RIPP has displayed such energetic and unfailing devotion to duty that his erstwhile boss, A/SGT. 
DELMAR "LONGHORN" BLACK, found it safe to seek rest and solace in the secluded Enlisted 

------·· �---

DIAMONDBACKS LUCKY 

Overcoming a first inning lead of three runs, the "Diamondbacks" came through to win 6 to 3 
over the "Bombinos," a local independent team, in a game played on the Diamondback field 
Monday afternoon. Charley Cohen and LeRoy Stevens shared the spotlight on the mound for 
the newly formed team and did a nice job of holding the fighting Diamondbacks to five hits, but 
were a bit too liberal in issuing free passes. 
Lt. Harold Blum broke into the Diamondback lineup again, with slightly better results this time; 
maybe that's because he doesn't have Carmon Roose around to heckle him any more. Our 
highly esteemed news editor, Willie Burns, made his debut into the local baseball circuit by doing 
a magnificent job of whiffing at the plate. Will R. Black was the winning pitcher, allowing five 
hits and five walks, and striking out four. 

BOX SCORE 

BOMBINOS POS AB R H E DIAMONDBACKS POS AB R H E 
Jennings 28-SS 3 1 1 0 Johnson CF 2 1 1 1 
Stevens SS-P 3 0 2 0 Thorsson 38 2 0 0 2 
Pollotior CF 2 1 0 1 Bragiol ss 3 1 1 0 

Esposito 38 3 0 1 1 Black p 3 1 2 0 

Taormina C 1 1 0 0 Smiechowski C 0 0 0 0 
Isakson 18 1 0 1 0 Tressler LF 3 1 0 0 
Baskin LF 2 0 1 0 Cavalero RF 2 0 0 0 
Burns RF 1 0 0 0 Wollis 1 8  1 2 0 0 

Cohen P-28 1 0 0 0 Watlington 28 1 0 0 0 
Blum 38 1 0 1 0 
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HEADQUARTERS 416TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ( H )  
APO 520 U.S. ARMY 

1 November 1 944 

SUBJECT: Historical Records 
TO; Commanding General, Fifteenth Air Force. Attention: Historian 

(Through Channels) 

1 .  Unit History of the 41 6th Bombardment Squadron ( H ) ,  for the period October 1 ,  
1 944 to October 3 1 ,  1 944. 

a. The present designation of the unit is the 416th Bombardment Squadron 
( H ) ,  99th Bombardment Group ( H ) ,  5th Wing, 15th Air Force, Army Air Forces. 

b .  Change in organization: 
( 1 ) No changes in designation of the unit. 
(2) No transfer of unit as a whole. 
(3) 1 st Lt. Cecil M .  Buffalo, 0-705306, designated Flight Commander, 

Flight "B", vice Capt. Donald 0. Thorssen, 0-755949, relieved 1 5  Oct. 
1 st Lt. Clarence W. Baringhaus, 0-7061 13, designated Flight 

Commander, Flight "C", vice 1 st Lt. Kenneth L. Allen, 0-755493, relieved 1 8  Oct. 
1 st Lt. Jack E. Popham, 0-764437, designated Flight 

Commander, Flight "D", vice 1 st Lt. Cecil M. Buffalo, 0-705306, relieved 1 8  October. 
c .  Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted 

( 1 )  Month of October, 1 944. 
(a) October 1 ,  1 944, 
(b) Net Increases, 
(c) Net Decreases, 
(d) October 3 1 ,  1 944, 

Officers - 87, Enlisted - 408 
Officers - 9, Enlisted - 14  
Officers - 0 ,  Enlisted - 0 
Officers - 96, Enlisted - 422 

d .  The unit has been stationed at Tortorella Airdrome, Italy, during the 
month of October, 1 944. 

e. No movements were made during the month. 
f .  Campaigns: 

( 1 ) The squadron has been engaged in the Italian Campaign. 
(2) Duration: From 10 August 1 943, and still in progress. 

Men's Rest Camp. As a result, the early show line was minus a very conspicuous figure for a 
spell . . . . .  While en route overseas, in the distant past, one of our cagiest and prolific agitators 
approached A.P. WILSON on the aft deck and in a very serious and convincing manner, 
beseeched him to corner our late F /SGT PETER B. HUREY and got his name on top of the list 
for three-day passes to be issued as soon as we docked. WILSON ran down to the boiler 
room and saw PETE and nearly wound up swimming to Gibraltar after he made his request. 
What gullibility .  But he was just as gullible at the French Stage Show the other night, but who 
wouldn't  have been? . . . . . . . .  ARRIVIDERCI 

g.  Operations: 
2 1  

( 1 )  The squadron participated in 1 4  operational missions during 12  
operational days in the month of October, 1 944. Targets for the month included marshalling 
yards, bridges, oil refineries, armament factory, and troop concentration. No enemy aircraft 
were encountered during the month, and consequently no victories were scored in aerial 
combat. The squadron lost no aircraft. The squadron suffered one casualty: S/Sgt. Carl A.  
Pereson, 37707387, aerial gunner, died of unknown causes while on a combat mission to 
Blechhammer, Germany, 13  October. 

(2) Summary of the month 's missions: 
4 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Munich, Germany. It .  

Col. Barr led the squadron and the group on this mission. 6 of our aircraft completed the 
mission. The target was smoke covered, and bombing results were unobtainable. No enemy 
aircraft were seen; flak was heavy, intense, and accurate, and 5 of our planes were slightly 
damaged. No casualties. 

4 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Railroad and Highway Bridges, Pordenone, 
Italy. On this second mission of the day, Captain Thorssen led the squadron, with 4 of our 
planes completing the mission. The primary target was overcast, and this target of opportunity 
was hit with fairly good results. Opposition, damages, casualties: Nil. 

7 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Nove Zasky, Hungary. 
Capt. McKnight led the squadron, and 1 0  of our planes bombed this target, including 6 of our 
planes that had been dispatched to Vienna, but which were unable to reach that target due to 
weather conditions. Although a large percentage of the bombs were wide of the assigned area, 
the marshalling yard was fairly well hit, with direct hits being scored on the roundhouse. 
Opposition, damage, and casualties: Nil. 

1 0  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Mestro, Italy . With 
Maj . Se.w ard leading the Group and Squadron, 7 of our aircraft completed the mission. 
The bombs hit over and to the right of the assigned target area. No enemy aircraft 
encountered; flak was heavy, intense and accurate, and 6 of hour planes suffered damage. 
There were no casualties. 

12  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Bivouac Area, Bologna, Italy. Capt. 
Blackmon led the Squadron. 1 1  aircraft took off, 1 returned early, and 1 0  completed the 
mission. The bombs fell in a good pattern, but were over the assigned area. No enemy 
aircraft; flak was heavy, moderate and accurate, with several of our planes being damaged. 
There were no casualties. 

13  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Blechhammer South Oil Refinery, 
Germany. With Lt. Col. Barr leading the Group and Squadron, 6 of our planes completed the 
mission. The target was obscured by clouds and smoke, and no results were obtainable. No 
enemy aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, accurate, with all 6 of our planes being damaged. 
S/Sgt Carl A. Pereson, 37707387, died of unknown causes while on the mission. 

1 3  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Florisdorf Oil Refinery, Vienna, Austria. 
Capt. McKnight led the Squadron on this second mission of the day. 4 of our aircraft 
completed the mission. The target was smoke covered, and no results were obtained. No 
enemy aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, accurate, and all 4 of our planes were damaged. 
There were no casualties. 

14  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Blechhammer North Oil Refinery, 
Germany. Capt. Thorssen led the Squadron. 9 of our planes took off, 1 returned early, 8 
dropped on the target, and 7 returned to the base. 1 aircraft landed at a friendly field, low on 
gasoline. The target was well hit with excellent coverage of the assigned area. No enemy 
aircraft; flak was heavy, intense, and inaccurate, with only 2 of our planes being slightly 
damaged. There were no casualties. 
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28 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Munich, Germany. 

One aircraft, piloted by Lt. Buffalo, was dispatched to the target. The bombs were dropped 
through an overcast, with unobserved results. This mission was flown at night, and was the 
first operational, night combat mission flown by the Squadron. One unidentified enemy aircraft 
was seen in the target area, but was not encountered. Flak was heavy, moderate, and 
inaccurate - there were no damage and no casualties. 

h .  Important Missions of the Squadron Commander, Major Wayne J .  
Seward: 

Squadron Mission #261,  1 0  October 1 944, to Marshalling Yards, Mestre, 
Italy . 

Squadron Mission #269, 23 October 1 944, to Skoda Works, Pilsen, 
Czechoslovakia. 

i. Losses in Action . . . .  Officers and Enlisted Men: 
S/Sgt. Carl A. Pereson, 37707385, died of unknown causes while on a combat mission over 
Blechhammer, Germany, 13  October 1 944. 

1 6  Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling yards, Salzburg, Germany. 
Lt. Col. Barr led the Group and Squadron, with 9 of our planes completing the mission. 
The primary target was overcast, and Salzburg, the 7th alternate, was bombed. Results were 
poor, but a few hits were scored on the roundhouse. No enemy aircraft; flak was moderate 
and inaccurate. We suffered no damage and no casualties. 

17  Oct. 1 944 - Target:· Blechhammer South Oil Refinery, 
Germany. With Capt. Blackmon leading, 7 planes took off, 1 returned early, and 6 completed 
the mission . Bombing was by PFF through an overcast, with unobserved results. No enemy 
aircraft, and only slight flak. No damage, and no casualties. 

20 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Oil Storage Depot, Regensberg, Germany. 
With Capt. Thorssen leading, 9 of our planes took off, 2 returned early, and 7 completed the 
mission. Bombing was by PFF with unobserved results. No enemy aircraft; flak was slight and 
inaccurate. We suffered no damage and no casualties. 

23 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Skoda Works, Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. 
Major Seward led the Group and Squadron. 1 0  of our aircraft completed the m1ss1on. The 
target was completely overcast, and results were unobtainable. Opposition, damage, and 
casualties Nil. 

26 Oct. 1 944 - Target: Marshalling Yards, Innsbruck, Austria. 
One aircraft, piloted by Lt. Col. Barr, dropped on the target. The bombs hit slightly short of the 
assigned area. Several enemy aircraft were seen in the target area, but none were 
encountered. Flak was heavy and intense, but no damage was suffered. There were no 
casualties. 

Oct 1 

Oct 2 

Oct 3 

Oct 4 

Oct 5 

Oct 6 

Oct 7 

2. 
31 , 1 944. 

Incl: 
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WAR DIARY OF THE 416TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ( H )  
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1 944 

The weather is a bit rough - it rained all day, and was non op. So, the day was 
spent rather quietly writing letters, or engaging in the usual games of chance. 

The weather has cleared up a bit, but the day was non op. - still a bit too bad 
for flying. Lt. Elliott flew to Naples today with another bunch of ex-combat men 
who are now on their way back to the U.S. 

The old place is still very dull - another day with no mission. We received two 
new crews in today. 

After a long dull period, we again got into the swing of things today, putting in 
two operational missions. The Medics moved into their new dispensary today -
their old place is to be taken over by the barber and tailor. 'Twas a very nice fall 
day. 

Today' s  scheduled mission was scrubbed, and it turned out to be a dull day with 
plenty of mud and rain around the place. Most of the fellows are spending the 
evenings this week listening to the World Series ball games. 

Today was non op and very quiet around the base, with only routine duties to 
keep us busy. 

Again our Forts flew, getting in two missions today. Nothing new around the 
camp. 
j .  Members of the Squadron who have distinguished themselves: 

Capt. Walter R. Kinyon - Distinguished Flying Cross 
1 st It. Martin (NMI) Stransky - Distinguished Flying Cross 
1 st Lt. Kenneth L. Allen - Distinguished Flying Cross 
1 st Lt. Harry J .  Grove - Distinguished Flying Cross 
1 st Lt. Clifford Brown - Distinguished Flying Cross 
Capt. Clarence S. Bowland - Soldier's  Medal 
Sgt. William R. Metcalf - Soldier's  Medal 
Sgt. Arnold F. Lydenberg - Soldier' s  Medaf 
Sgt. Earl A. Silvis - Soldier's Medal 
Pfc. Joseph K. Alemillo - Soldier's Medal 
Pfc. William H .  Penzerella - Soldier's Medal 
Pvt. Edwin J. Morrison - Soldier' s  Medal 
S/Sgt. James A. Kish - 1 st Oak Leaf Cluster to Soldier's Medal 

Enclosed is the war diary of this unit for the period October 1 ,  1 944 to October 

For the Commanding Officer 
ERNEST F. BALDWIN JR., 
Captain, Air Corps 
Squadron Historian 

WAR DIARY 
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Today's mission was canceled, and it was the usual dull day. We are wondering 
just what has happened to the mail - we just "ain ' t  getting none at all" these 
days. 

Another dull, non op day. 

Today was operational. We enjoyed a very good show at the open air theater 
this evening - Benny Meroff and his "Tunzafire." Maj Sarosy, Group Executive 
Officer, is inspecting the Squadron's books today - everything seems to be in 
good order. 
The day was non op - the planes were recalled after take-off. "Marriage is a 
Private Affair," with Lana Turner, highlighted the cinema program for the evening. 

Today was operational, and the new radio bomb release was tested for first time 
on today's mission. The operations officer has traded his "railroad tracks" in for 
a gold leaf, and it's now Major Hutton over at S-5. Construction is nearing 
completion on the C.0. 's new house. 

The day was operational, with two missions being flown. The Italian labor squad 
is busy building a sidewalk in front of the administrative buildings. The guys in 
Medics are having lots of fun sticking all the boys with their little needles -
seems to be that time of year again. 

Today was operational. This being Saturday, lots of the fellows are placing their 
bets on the days football games - Capt. Hattenbach is laying 2 to 1 on Ohio 
State to take Wisconsin. The situation looks good on all fronts, and Sgt Wilson, 
chief prognosticator, predicts an early cessation of hostilities. Rather quiet and 
not much happening around the base today. 

Non op, and a very quiet Sunday here in the area. The boys on the line put in a 
hard day at "maximum maintenance" to get the Forts in tip top shape for future 
operations. 

The day was operational. There was a bit of excitement this afternoon when a 
P-38 went into a power dive and crashed near he re. . Luckily the pilot bailed 
out, and suffered only slight bruises. 

Today was operational. Bingo was revived this evening, with 4 cases of beer 
being put up as additional prizes. After several unsuccessful tries, Tommy 
O'Shea managed to get in the win column and left the game lugging a case of 
suds. 

Today's mission was canceled due to weather conditions. The ground crewmen 
were issued the new type field jackets and sweaters today. 

Today was non op. Our C.0. ,  Major Seward returned to the Squadron today 
after a short stay in the hospital. 

Oct 20 

Oct 21 

Oct 22 

Oct 23 

Oct 24 

Oct 25 

Oct 26 

Oct 27 

Oct 28 

Oct 29 

Oct 30 

Oct 3 1  
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Today was a very nice day, and we managed to get in another operational 
mission. The boys in operations spent most of the day getting their new stove 
rigged up, but ' twas all in vain, because they slipped up somewhere and the 
result was a rather large conflagration. The building burned to the ground, but 
most of their records were salvaged. S-5 is now being set up in the mail room 
until another building can be erected. 

Today was non op. The combat crews flew a practice mission during the day 
and another one at night. 

Today was non op, and the usual dull day. 

Today was operational. The mail situation is still very bad - there just isn't any. 

The day was non op, and nothing of interest happened. 

The Squadron participated on a special mission today - one aircraft, flown by Col 
Barr, bombed Flagenfurt. The drinks were free over at the Officer's Club this 
evening, by courtesy of the 7 new 1 st Lieutenants. 

Another one-plane mission was flown today, with Col Barr piloting. Be-'-j brought 
coffee and doughnuts out to the Squadron this afternoon. 

Today's mission was canceled, and it was a quiet, routine day here. 

Lt. Buffalo and crew flew a night mission, which was the first night operational 
mission flown by this Squadron. The regular mission for the day was canceled. 

Today was non op, the planes having turned back due to bad weather conditions. 
There was a bingo game at the mess hall in the evening, and Cpl O'Shea won 
the beer again - it seems to be a habit for O'Shea to win at every session. 

The weather is still unsatisfactory for flying, and today's mission was canceled. 
The crews flew a practice mission. 

The day was non op. Today being pay-day, the usual poker and crap games 
were in full sway. 

There is additional Ai r Force material available at the 
Military Archives , the Smith sonian Air and Space Museum Library 
in Was h.ington , and Bolling Air Force Library in  Washington but 
none of it has the detail on the 99t h .  as the sources I mention 
above . 

I apolog i z e  for the  length of this  letter but I wanted to 
in clude as much i n formatj on and sample mat erial as I could to 
give our members a good idea o f  some of the things that are 
available . I hope you can sometime find the t ime and s pace to 

Sincerely 
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Address Reply to ( AFDOP-4) 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 
WAR DEPARTMENT Prepared by: E . H .  Baldwin, Jr. 

1 st Lt.,  Air Corps 
Historian 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  

WAR DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

AAF 421 (416th Bomb. Sqdn. )  
SUBJECT: Aircraft Marking for the 416th Bombardment Squadron ( H )  
TO: Commanding Officer, 99th Bombardment Group ( H ) ,  Army Air 

Base, Salina, Kansas 
By authority contained in AG letter 400. 161  ( 1 2-7-42) OB-S-A, 

dated December 1 9, 1 942, subject: "Army Air Forces Organizational Designs," the following 
insignia for the marking of aircraft of the 416th Bombardment Squadron ( H ) ,  Army Air Forces, 
is approved: 

AIRCRAFT MARKING: On a black disc, border orange, a white skeleton 
holding an orange bow, discharging a white aerial 
bomb shaded blue, with white speed lines, as per 
record drawing. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

HISTORY: 

The insignia will face toward the front of the 
aircraft. 

The skeleton symbolizes the deadly effectiveness 
of the squadron and points to the accuracy of its 
bombing tactics. 

The 416th Bombardment Squadron ( H )  was 
originally organized as the 26th Reconnaissance 
Squadron ( H ) ,  by AG 320.2 ( 1-19-42) MR-M
AAF/ A-1,  dated January 28, 1 942; redesignated 
the 41 6th Bombardment Squadron ( H ) ,  by AG 
320.2 { 4-21-42) MR-M-AAF, dated April 22, 
1 942. The Squadron was made active June 1 ,  
1942. It has no other Hit=story and is not entitled 
to Battle Honors. 

By command of Lieutenant General ARNOLD: 

J.M.  BEVANS, 

Colonel, Air Corps 
Director of Personnel 

/a/ C.R. FREDERICK 
C.R. FREDERICK 
Lieut. Colonel, Air Corps 
Exec.,  Special Services Div . 
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SEEK SIX ON ISLE Who Jumped From Flaming Bomber. 
L11ndint Party Fii:hting Through 

Brugh to R.each the Lut 

B-36 Crewmen. 

t·· ,. 
f v · ·  l f' .  
l· 

TEN TO M'CHORD HOSPITAL [:· 
Condition of the Other Airman, .. l.· .. . .

. 
,\'ho I>ani:led From Tree, t, 

Called' Fa\'Orable. 

FIERY ORDEAL I N  A IR  

Pilot Say, Three Engine, Envcl-

\

. oped in Flame, Before Jump 
Order 'Wa, Given. 

BY HE?s'RY E. MINARD. 

Seattle, Wash, Feb. 16. 
°rUP)-A 25-man landing 

\arty w a d e  d through 
now-covered underbrush 
£ a craggy British Co-tmbia island today seel( 
g six remaining survi�

1

· 
rs of seventeen crew-

nen who bailed out of a

l 

I i ·

t
· ppled B-36. en o! the se,·cn1ecn airmen I : re rescued by fishing boat and I ' wn to J\'!cChord, · Wash., air • 1 ce base last night. 

\ Hope for Recon•ry. nother, Staff Sergt. Vitale ippodi, 23, Brooklyn, N. Y., s rescued last night after he i d dan"led b,· an ankle for 1 " • 
I ""lvn hnnr<.. in a trpri nn tho 

RESCUE OF SIX MORE AIRMEN WAS BEING PLANNED when this conference was held yesterday. Three survivors o! the "ditching" o! the B·36 are shown telling search officers about their six comrades still on one o! the islands o! the Queen Charlotte group. The man in tlie le!t foreground is an unidentified search o!ticer. Others (left to right) are Lieut. \\'. E. Sale, a navy search officer, and three survivors, Cpl. Richard Schuler of Miami, Fla.; Lieut. P.aul E. Gerhart of Lancaster, Pa. (hand upraised in a gesture), and Lieut. Col. Daniel V. Mac• Donald of Los Angeles. Sergt. Vitale Trippodi, a survivor who was crltically injured in his parachute landing, is reported to be receiving treatment aboard a Canadian destroyer. 
4 • ' U "  )Jf lfhPl"",-Y-tHTT"---
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Almost everybody i n  the 9 9th must have known Dan i e l  V .  McDona l d ,  
better known from Oran t o  Cairo  a s  " Sw i fty" . Swifty was a member of the 
or i g i na l  9 9th at Boise  and was st i l l  i n  the out f i t  when I left  in Octobe r , 1 94 3 . 

In  1 95 0  I was roaming the USA studying construct i on equi pment 
when I read of the f a l l  of a f l aming B - 3 6  p i loted by Swi fty . Shortly 
thereafter I was sent to Wash i ngton D . C . , and I called Swi fty . He grac i ously  
invited me to an evening at the Museum of Modern Art . The MacDonalds 
were expect i ng the arrival o f  the i r  f i r s t  child a t  that t i me . We a l l  
had a memorable evening watching s i lent come d i e s  a t  the Mus eum . 

I have been told that Swi fty d i ed at Spokane a few years later 
of a rare  blood d i sease . We would appreci ate any further deta i l s . geo . 

Scenes After Rescue of B-3 6 <.:rewmen 
�-' . · 

t·�� • . . , .-b. -�'> 
A RESCUE SHIP FOR TEN AIRMEN who jumped from a :flaming B-36 bomber over 

Queer( arlotte sound was the fishing boat Cape Perry, the smaller of the two shown" in this 
picture. Seven of the. ten men had assembled on a rugged island of the Queen Charlotte 
group off the Pacific Canadian coast after they had landed there by parachute. The fishing 
bo.it t ook them off the island. Previously crewmen of the Cape Perry had pulled three of 
the fliers out o! the water near the beach of the same island. This picture was made when the 
ten survivors were being transferred from the fishing boat to the larger ship, the coast guard 
vessel White Holly-(Wirephotos) .  

01 ' Memphi s  Bel l e  to  Keep Her Fi rst Name 
C i ty rai ses $500 ,000 to  hand on  to  bomber 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

Fri . ,  Aug 1 ,  1986 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

T h e  Memph i s  Be l l e ,  a wo r l d  wa r  I I  bomb e r  the US Ai r Force Museum had th reatened to 

take f rom Memph i s  because of neg l ec t ,  apparent ly  wi l l  stay i n  t h e  T e n n e s s ee town , an A i r 

Force Museum spokesman sai d .  
T he  o ff i c i a l  a n n o u nceme nt  wi l l  be made today by memph1 s Mayor Ri chard Hackett , sai d  

museum spokesman Ri chard E .  Baughman . 
" I  t h i n k  i t ' s  go i n g  t o  h a ve  a good  e n d i n g  and we ' re goi ng  to  l et them announce the 

good news , "  Baughman sai d .  

2 q  · 1 t n e museum h o l d s t i t l e  t o  t h e  Be l l e  a n d  h ad  g i v e n  Memp h i s - a re a  off i c i a l s  u n t , 

Thursday to ra ise  $500 ,000 to bui l d  a she l ter  for the pl ane . 
T he  bomber was r avaged by va nda l s and the weather  duri ng  the a l most 30 years i t  has 

stood outs ide  a Nat i onal Guard Armory i n  Memphi s .  
T homas  H .  Todd , H a c kett ' s  execut i ve ass i stant , sa id  nearly $500 ,000 had been rai sed 

and sai d the shel ter wi l l  be a 22 ,500 - sq u a r e - foot p a v i l l i o n a n d  a v i at i o n mus eum on Mud 
I s l and , wh i c h  i s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  t h eme park on a penn i nsu l a  i n  the Mi ssi ssi ppi  Ri ver  j ust 
west of downtown . 

T he  p l a n e ,  a Boe i n g  B-17 , was the fi rst Ameri can bomber to compl ete  25 mi ssi ons over 
German-occupi ed Europe duri ng 1942 a nd 1 94 3 .  

I f  t h e  p l a n e  h a d  b e e n  b rought t o  the Dayton a rea for restorat i on , i t  wou l d  have been 
d i sp l ayed here , Baughman sa i d .  

" We d i d  not  part i cu l ar ly  want to do that , "  he sai d .  "Our  pos i t i on r ight  a l ong  i s  the 
a i rpl ane shou l d  have stayed i n  Memph i s . " 

H e  s a i d  t h e  p l ane shou l d  stay i n  the Memphi s  because of  i ts  con nect i o n  with the c i ty .  
H e  s ai d ,  too , the Ai r Force Museum has a B-17 on d i s p l ay and another one bei ng r e s to red i n  
Dove r ,  Del . 

" T he b i g p roj ect i s  to get a bui l d i n g  to house the ai rpl ane so  when i t  i s  restored i t  
wi l l  stay i n  good condi t i on , "  Baughman sai d .  

The money rai sed i n  Memphi s  i ncl uded $ 100 ,000 each from Boei ng and Federal Express and 
$150 ,000 from the c i ty ,  Todd sai d .  But , he sai d ,  he was astounded at the number of $5  and  
$ 10  contr i buti ons that were pl edged . 

" I  g u e s s  i t ' s  a s e n s e  o f  p r i de , "  Todd s a i d .  
l an g u i s hed here and everyone had taken i t  for g ra nted . 
goi ny to  l o se  i t ,  everyone got fi ghti ng  mad . "  

" I t ' s  a n  a i r p l a n e  that ' s  k i nd o f  
T h e n  w h e n  i t  l oo k ed  l i k e w e  were  

The  Be l l e  was named after a Memphi s woman who was the  g i r l fri end of then-Capt . Robert 
Morgan of Ashevi l l e ,  N . C . ,  the p l a ne ' s  pi l ot ,  Todd sa i d .  

P a rt  o f  t h e  bomb e r  was r e s to red by Ai r N at i onal Guard mechan ics  and students at an 
av iat ion  tech n i ca l  school i n  1980 , Todd sai d .  

However , they had been rel uctant to restore the i nter ior  unt i l  they k new i t  wou l d  have 
a permanent home , he sai d .  

6A FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENTINEL Fri., July 20, 1984 

«be Nems-Sentinel 
AFTERWORDS 

THE LONG-AWAITED raising of the New 
York Central Railroad overhead structure at 
Sherman Blvd. to permit routing of all heavy 

trucks over that 

40 Years ago street would soon be 
effected, according 

--�------""'----- to the State High-
By BETTY STEIN way Commission. At 

present tl).ere was an 
1 1.5-foot clearance to motor vehicles passing 
underneath, but many trucks had been dam
aged at the overhead barrier. 

2ND LT. DALE E. SHUPE, pilot of a Flying 
�ortr�ss, who had been listed as missing in  ac
tion smce Jan. 10 when he failed to return from 
a raid over Sofia, was reported a prisoner of war 
of the Bulgarian government, according to word 
received here. He was a graduate of South Side 
High School and an employee of General Elec
tric before entering service in June 1942. 

SIX AMERICAN destroyers were lost in 
landing operations in France, the U.S. Navy 
Department and the British A_dmiralty an
nounced. The former Grace Liner Santa Clara 
rena�ed the Susan B. Anthony, also was lost by 
American naval forces along with the mine
sweeper Tide, the destroyer escort Rich and 
fleet tug Partridge. 
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What do you do with a warmed over War ? 

Folks have a habit of coming home from a war 
and doing their best to ' forget it. It's an 
unpleasant business. 

Then, after the implements are destroyed and 
the records get burned - and the warriors grow 
old - historians begin to ask what happened. 

The Generals understand the campaigns and 
the Colonels understand the battles. The 
soldiers understand the fighting and the 
support units understand the dilemmas. The 
folks back home understand the production and 
design problems. Somebody probably under· 
stands transportation and material. Everybody 
did his own thing. Nobody knows what the other 
guy was doing. 

Consider the airplane. Magruder was a genius. 
He designed an airplane specifically to do one 
job. The thing was far ahead of its time and was 
even farther ahead of the AirCorps' training 
program. There was no intermediate trainer 
between the old comfortable twin engined 
trainers and the high speed cantankerous 
Marauder. There was no time to test it under 
simulated conditions. It got a lot of bad 
publicity before it proved to be the best bomber 
we had - after the war was over and the 
statistics were analyzed. They sent it first to the 
South Pacific where it proved to be battle
wc,rthy but incompatible with the circum· 
stances. Some say its range was inadequate. 
Another version has it that the nine inch 
clearance of the prop tips made it incompatible 
with the rocky airstrips. Anyway, it saw limited 
service in the South Pacific, and attention was 
turned to its usefulness in EAME. So 'Ne took it 
to Africa. As much as anything else, the task of 
our early guys was to ascertain what this 
weapon was best suited for. Our early missions 
reflect this experimentation as well as its price. 
So we have the story of the airplane, its 
accommodation and modification to the 
circumstances. That's one story. 

Apparently, getting it and its crews to the 
battlefield was another story. The first echelon 
went by the Southern Route, across the Atlantic 
to Ascension Island, where the engineers had 
carved a landing strip where a mountain former
ly stood. The trip was costly. Men and airplanes 
were lost. The Northern Route through England 
was tried. Undoubtedly, weather conditions and 
the progress of the war had an influence on who 
went when and how, but to our knowledge, the 
story has never been told. 

Closer to home, there was the relationship of 
the men and equipment that made up the units. 
We· had aircrews that faced the fighters and 
flak. We had ground crews that went about their 
gre1sy jobs twenty miles from the nearest bath 
with a ration of one helmet full of water a day. 
Sometimes, the air crew took their concern out 
on the relatively safe ground guys. Sometimes, 
the ground guys took their resentment out on 
the aircrew. Sometimes, each of us had a bad 
day and took it out on the nearest guy. Some 
pilots had a love-hate relationship with the 
airplane. Some loved it. Others, it terrified. Most 
crewchiefs ·were maternal and possessive. It 
was their airplane. And then there were the 
clerks and c,ooks, medics and chaplains and all 
those other guys who supported the effort 
without contact with the implements of war. 
Their war was wasted time, frustration and 
tedium. 

The theme of the story is war and its effects. 
The variations on the theme incompass all 
aspects of human behavior, and are endless in 
variety. 

And through it all is the crazy Catch 22 attitude 
- the unquenchable spirit of youth caught in an 
uncompromising set of circumstances. 

It's impossible to write a book about war. If it 
catches the heroics, it ignores the boredom. If It 
catches the humor it leaves out the pathos. If it 
deals with the tactics, it leaves out the people. 
Something l.s always missing. 

For four years, now, we have been messing 
around with this Reunion Association. Each of 
us is learning a little bit about Wl'at the other 
guy was doing. The revelation is interesting ana 
educational. From the vantage point of years 
and maturity, we begin to ccmprenend that 
there was a lot more going on than we realized, 
at the time. From the response to the SORTIE, 
more than a few of ·you are fascinated by ;;,e 
story as it appeared from the viewpoint of 
another guy. 

Many of you kept diaries. Others recollect 
vividly some small anecaote, some gem that 
enhances the tale. Collectively, we possess the 
entire symphony. To tell the story, everyone has 
to get into the act. The problems t:ecomes 
method. How do we go about reconstructing 
three years' existence and not get covered up 
with miscellany? 

Starting next year, we would like to try a 
method. We have accumulated a great many 
official records to use for the cloth. Let's see if 
we can weave the patterns into it by progressing 
in a systematic manner from point to point. We 
shall start with the air echelon that left Florida 
in November, 1942. We know who they were and 
what planes they flew. We have the story as told 
by one of the crewchiefs. We have other 
information dealing with the fate of some of tiie 
planes that did not make it. We will print what 
we know and ask the rest of you to fill in the 
gaps. In subsequent issues, we will tell you 
what we learned from the last eoisode, and take 
another step. 

We may not be up to the task. You may not 
cooperate, and if you do, we may not have the 
ability to follow through. 

One thing's for sure. It's our stor/. No one else 
knows it. If we don't try to tell it, it won't be told. 

Toujours, 
BIii Baird, 
Editor. 

3 1  

N EWS , D U E S  & V I E WS 

AMELIA EARHART , THE F I NAL STORY 
House 7 / 8 5  

B Y  VINCENT Loom i s  w i t h  Jeffrey Ethel l  

The authors have succeeded i n  l ocat i ng eyewi tnesses  t o  the im
p r i s onmen t  and death o f  Amel i a  Earheart and Fred Noonan . We heart i l y  
recommend this  book . geo 

NOW HEAR THI S !  
The deadl i ne for mat e r i a l  for the July News letter W i l l  be the F i fth of the month previ ous . That is June 5th . The Ed i tor s erves notice that he may t ake to the t r a i l any t i me after  the 6th of June . I plan to hike up to the me l t ing s nowd r i fts  where the ava l a nche l i l i es 

are bl ooming at the very edge o f  the a fore s a i d  snowd r i f t s  . .  Further , the deadline  i s  always the F i fth o f  the month previous . READ AND HEED 

Random 

Your E d i tor recently spent two n i ghts i n  the Albuquerque Veterans ' 
Hospi t a l  for minor surgery . R i chard Bradfute was there a t  the same t i me 
on another f loor , but only  later d i d  we f i nd this  out . 

R i ch had pneumon i a  but i s  now back at Mor i a rty  ( home ) . 
I must commend the s t a f f  o f  the Hosp i t a l . The care  and attent i on 

at the VA i s  superlat ive . 
I regret that I could not go to the Huntsv i l l e  r eun i o n ,  but 

I w i l l  see you a l l  i n  Albuquerque in 1 9 9 1 . 

We note that real  h i s to r i ans such 
and Wa l l y  Bushare d o i ng a f i rst-rate j ob of 

It seems tha€ the 9 9 th should appo i nt them 
of the i r  knowl edge and abi l i ty . 

The Aforesa i d  Coen 

as  B i l l  Sma l lwood , John O " Connell  
d i gging out the o f f i c i a l  f acts . 
as H i stor i an s  i n  recogni t i on 

When I a t tended the Jake L i ngle  School of App l i ed 
i n  C i cero , I l l i no i s  they d i dn ' t  have no degrees i n  H i story . 

Journa l i sm 
I j ust took 

I ng l i sh .  gfc 

So long unt i l  Jul y . We w i l l  be busy typ i ng up all  of  the i t ems 
that the Services  would j ust as soon were never put i nto print . 

The Afores a i d  Coen 
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?anze r Le ader b y  �e inz Gude rian - 3allantine 3ooks 

Q UO T ES 
� 

As an ind i c at ion of the at t itude o f t he Rus s ian population, I 
sho _ ,ld l ike t o quote  a rer,1ark that was made t o me by an ol d  C zari st ge ne ral 
·::'.10 -:1 I me t in Ore l  at thi s t ime ( 194l ) . He sai d ; 11 I f  only you had cor.i.e t ·:18nty 
7e ars a;;o , we should have we lcomed you with open arns . 3ut now it ' s t oo late .  
. :e  we re jus t  be ginning t o  ge t on our fee t ,  and now you arr ive and throw us 

·o ack t ·;:e nty 7ears s o  that we will have to s t art fro ,-n the beginning all ove r 

ago.in. ;,J ow we are fighting fo r Russia and in that cause we are all unite d . 1 1  

• . .  the -:nos t  i�p ort ant re sult of this c onf�rence ( Cas ablanc a )  was 
the ins i s t en ce tha t the Axi s Powe rs surrende r unconditionally . The e ffe ct 
of t:1is  brutal f or :·mla on the Ge r�:1an nat ion, and , above all on the Ar-:1y was gr 

.;;rea  t . . • .  For s or:1.e t ime the arc hi te cts of t he de s t ruct ive dog:na of  G as ablanca 

ooas t 0 d  of what they had done . 

!-.:y c ondit ion i'i:1.prove d s lowly .  The he avie r e nemy air-raids o n  Be r
lin, whi c::1 b egan in Augus t 194.3 , did not ,  howe ve r , p err.1.i t the res t t hat a con-
v2les  cent re quires . 

But if  Hit ler he ard t he wo rd " ope rational" he los t  his tempe r.  
::e believe d  t hat whe ne ve r his gene rals spo ke o f ope rat ions they meant with
dra·aal s ; and co nse quently �Ii tler  ins is t e d w ith fanat ical obs t inacy that ground 
:nus t be  he ld , all ground , even when it was t o our di sad vant age t o  do s o .  

Of cours e on� que s t ion will always be as ke d :  ·what would have happenE 
had the as s as s inat i�n ( of Hit ler ) succ eeded? Nobody c an ans wer t �is . Ouly 
one fact s e 9�s be yond dispute ;  at that time the gre at p rop o rt ion o f the Ge rman 
pe ople st ill belie ve d  in Adol f  :Utler • • • -

'i'he Gre at Powers had del ibe rate ly calle d  out t he p art is ans , who 
fought without regard for int e rnat ional law .  • • p . J0 6  

rhe Allie d  a i r  offe ns ive had brought e ve r-inc re as ing de vas tation 
t o Ge r '1any during the las t  few ".'lonths ( writt en in lfarch, 1945 )  • 1'he armame nt 
indus t ry had s uff e re d he avily.  The de s t ructi on o f the s ynthe t ic-oil plants 
was a part i cularly s e ve re blow, s ince our fue l supplie s ·aere r.i.ainly base d on 
the s e  ins tallati ons . On January 1 3th the s ynthe t i c-oil  plant at Pol i t z ,  ne ar 
S te t t in,  was b ombe d .  On the next d ay the o il  ins tallations at Magdeburg, 
i..·er'oen, Ehmen, and :3 runs wi ck we re b o ·:11bed , toge the r with the Leuna works and 
the f:.lel plant o t I.iann.i.1.e im, and on the 15th the be nzo l works at Bo chum and 

2eclclinghaus en .  Al s o  on the 14th the He ide oil plant in S chle s wig-Hols te in 
'.vas des t roye d . A c cording t o  German figure s t :1.is co s t t he Allie s fifty-s e ven 
aircraft , but a t the s ame t ime the Ge rmans l ost two hundre d and thirty-si x .  
lhe des t ruct ion of the greater part o f  our s ynthe t i c - fue l indus try r.i.e ant that 

the German C on..':1and now had t o make do wi th such suppli e s  as c ane fro:i the well f 
at Z i s te rdorf in Aus t ria,  and from around Lake Balaton i n  3.ungary .  This fact 
part in.lly explains :a tle r I s otherwi s e  inco :·:iprehens ible de cis ion to se nd the 

'las s of the free d in the ·;1e s t  t o  ]ung!l ry; he want e d t o  kee p control o f the 
re::-:a ining o il well s and refinerie s whi ch were of v ital import an ce both t o  the 

ar�ore d for ce and t o the air force . p .  J45 

I agree d to do s o ( to pro t e s t )  on March 6th ,  s ince I wishe d at 
leas t to t ry to a::iel io rate the sufferings of the Ge r:nan pe ople by -�neans of a n  
appeal t o  the chivalry o f  our adve rs arie s .  In the c ours e o f this appe al I 
�eferred t o the . Angl o -Am� ri can air terror .  I regret t o  say that this de spe r
ate  app e al o f ·::11ne was without succe s s .  Humanity and chivalry had both dis -app e ared during the s e 'nonths . p .  346 
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ULTRA GOES  I'O ·;JAR p . 2 

th n-h the Ge r,1an l ine s 

As a che ck, a :71.an was s ent . rout" 

t o  pho t oeraph a 323 on the ground. ( photo , p age 3 2 1 )  

But there was one region where (Ultra I s )  impact cont ;nued . a.1:d e �e n  

incre as e d _ the air • • •  Ultra was a cons tant va11:1e . in the 7dent ifi cation 

of  t arce t s  fo r what had be come a f lex ible and e ff i c ient s t rike - fo rce • . 
Ifowhe re was thi s  more evi de nt than ove r t he se award approache : , where with 

Ultra aiding airme n ( and the submarine . a1;d surface cr
,
aft ) ,  Axis convoys 

and the ir  e s co rt s  we re s o pre cisely e l iminated  that vmen the � nd car:n� a 

quarte r  o f a milli on men had t o face a Dunkirk without any � ips • rne par

alys is can be illustrate d  by a single example . In de sperat ion eff ? rts 

were :nade by the Luftwaffe to ferry over fue l �n the huge , slow, si x -en

gine d l;i e s sers chmit t  323 transpo rt s ,  each of which could haul twe n�y t�.
ns 

of  fre icht One member o f Hut 3 at 3le t chley re calle d how, as the, ne \, S 

came thr ough on Ultra , he r s yr.ipathy we nt ?ut i:1.� t inct ive ly t o the s e do ome d 

and lumberin(j giant s . ·vVhe n  the Germans ' intention t o  us e  the . J23� ca..'Tie 

thr ough on Ultra t o  the Tact i cal Air Fo rce in Tunis ia the s e nior inte ll

ige nce o f f i ce r  Squadron Leader Tony Allen, c ould no t  be l ieve that they 

would be so fo�lish.  The Axis bridgehe ad was now snal l ,  so he was able 
to arrane;e for s o ·:1e one to penc� trate the e nemy line s an� phot oGraph a p o s s 
ible 323 on an enemv airfie ld . Tiny thouc;h · the re sult irl[; ph o t ograph was , 
the e vid e nce was co�clus i ve : the characte ris t i c  t ail,  the s ix e ngi-:.1o s ,  the 
high win�, the bulky body .  Of the twenty-one dispat che d  on 22 April ,  
s ixte en were sho t down. P •  3 30 

An Episode on a POW work detail . 
I'he Ge rr:ian bellowed an order t o  t he driver standing by his :nachine at the gate . 
The t ruck backe d  around and pulled up under the chute . Coward thought , and 
hoped, that he could dete ct a smell of  petrol othe r than that fro� the �achine ; 
by now Jack Barney should have l iberally doused the wood piles in petrol ,  in 
p art icular s oaking the t i�ber stacked alongside the German . Coward held his 
breath, wait ing for the next and final phase . Then, true to fo��, as he did 
twenty t imes a day, the Unteroffizier produced a ::natchbox, contentedly puff e d  
at his p ipe,  and tossed  away the match. A s  he did s o  Jack also s truck a �at ch 
and plunge d it into the pool of petro l .  

I t  happene d.  With· a roar a she et of  flame s hot up the s tacks of  t im
ber, showering sparks . Coward cannone d  into the ast ounde d  Unteroffiz ie r  send
ing hi-:n reeling .  

11 Q.uick, " he shouted, " the wood' s alight . "  
The remark was s omewhat obvious ; in a matter of  se conds the store 

was abla ze from e nd t o  end .  The Germans ran frant ically around i t ,  bellowing . 
l,1os t  unaccountably, the pe trol tank of the truck had also burst into flame 
before the driver could move the truck to a place of s afety. The Unteroffiz
ier sprinte d to a telephone , knowing in  his despair that the ne ares t  fire 
brigade was over ten miles away and not very good at that • • • •  Alas , the 
fire buckets were empty. 

had no 
s elf.  

from " The Pas sword Is Courage . " , by John C as tle , Bantam Books 
C oward then used the incident to blackmail the Unteroffizier, who de s ire t o  be sent to the Rus s ian Front . He then - but read it your

gfc 
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'l'':1e first A11e r:i. ca:1 nhotorrap•1i· c - i· s"  i 01� .,.,1 ·w v r t"' th f' · , - . . ! u __ • .1. o n o e �.c .. ·: or  1 ;\_ r i -
can battlefield  WIJ.S nade by L ieute iw.at � oloncl J ame s Anci.e rson o f  the 
USAA.F in a r.1odif ied  Pl 0rJng Fortress . • • • 

, . . . J�c to�:< off e o.rly on the 1:1.orning of the nine teenth Crov .  1 LL2 ) with 
. .  a :1 0� ·,.mYne I:1�r:-;1an as  _co-oilot . j :ead ing for Eass e rine ?as s ,  Anc"i.ersJn 
1:1_0.intaine d a rnr;h cnou0n al ti  tucie t o  avoi d  ::1.uch o f  the nnt i aircraft fire 
t11at was d ire cted�  at :1i '1 by  the Ger, rn.ns . Once he re ache d the r.• ass.  how
� ve r ,  he nosed  the ;_�- 1 7  down t o  a mere 6 , 000 fee t ,  turne d on the c�rr:eras , 
and �ade_ s e ve ral lon� runs back and forth be tween the hill s .  After co�
pl0t inG t1is phot o  work at the Kas s e rine Pas s ,  the l ieutenant c olone l cal
mly fl�w to Uabe � and made three photographic  runs ove r the city \).efore 
returninG t o  Alcie r s .  All tor,ethe r he was i n  the ai r seven an(� a :1alf  
hours and r.1iraculo•.1sly no t a s i nr;le German fighte r had challenged him. 

• • •  ':/ithin hours Al"'.leric �m and Brit i s h  plane s we re attackirn; • • 
with Gre at success . 

from Vi�ARl'::ED Ai;D UNAFRAID by Glenn Infie ld ,  p .  68  

13 RADLEY, DALLAi"l'rIHE BOOKS ·, :hi t ing 

He ( C isenhowe r )  then went on to explain that th is thrust was now 
be in� made in the direct ion· o -::'  Dres den and not Berl in be cause t he f o rne r 

containe d  ' The gre ater part of t he remaining German industrial capac ity '  

and was the area ' to whi ch the Gorm.�n  J.iini s t ries  are believe d  to be  mov-

inr, I • p • 109 

IIOJ,:AGE TO CATALONIA George Orwe 1 1 ,  
S0me t ir.1e s i t  i s  a confort t o  me t o  think that the ao roplane i s  al 

t ering the condi t i ons o f  war . Pe rhaps when t he next  great war come s  we rnay 
see  that s igllt unpre cedented in all  his tory,  .a j inco with a bullet -:---hole in 
him.  (�rit �en in 1938 in Spain. ) p .  66 

REUNI ONS FOR May News let ter  

�fr 

R E U N I O N S  

1 6  May 1 99 0  Bombar d i ers , I nc . ,  Houston TX 
B i g foot Brown , 9 0 0 2  Cl i f fwood Dr . ,  Houston TX 7 7 0 9 6  

1 May 1 99 0  S t a l a g  XVI I - B ,  Albuquerque NM 
Leo L .  Gal legos , S r . , 1 1 0 0 5  Ha i ne s  Ave . N E ,  Albuquerque NM 8 7 1 1 2  

Phone ( 5 0 5 )  2 9 9- 5 2 1 3  
2 4  May 1 99 0  A i r  Forces Escape and Eva s i on Soc i e t y  Memphi s  TN 
2 2 1 0  Donegal  Ct . ,  Deer Park TX 7 7 5 3 6  

2 3  sep 1 99 0  Ass ' n  o f  Fo rmer POWs i n  Roma n i a  Cherry H i l l  NJ 
Phyl l i s  Scott 2 6 5  Salem Ave . , Bellmaw r NJ 0 8 0 3 1 - 1 654  

ph . 609/93 3 - 1 1 5 2  

F a l l  1 99 0  4 1 6  Bomb Squadron , S e a t t l e  WA 
Cha r l e s  Boggs , E .  2 5 0  Wood land Dr . , Shelton WA 9 8 5 8 4  

3 0  Apr 1991 99th Bomb Group, A1buquerque NM 
Bernice Barr , 741 3  Vista de1 Arroyo , A1buquerque NM 87109 
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APPLICAT I ON FOR MEMBERSHI P _  1 99 0  dues - $ 1 5  

NEWSLETTERS ,  1 9 8 1  - 1 9 8 9 , $ 1 0  per yr . 8 1  8 2_8 3 84_8 5 8 6_8 7 8 8_8 9_To tal  

ADDRESS NEW ------------------------- RENEWAL ----

CITY _____________________ STATE ___ Z I P  ___ PHONE _______ _ 

Ma i l  t o  Wa l ter Bu tler , Treasurer , 8 6 0 8  Be llehaven Place  NE , Albuquerque 
NM · 871 1 2 .  

Make check payable to 9 9 BGHS . The upper l e f t  corner of your 
address label shows the date to whi ch you are p a i d  up . 

We do not stop the subscr i p t i ons of deceased member s ;  we extend 
the subs c r i pt i on grat i s  for an extra ye a r ,  but please remember to send 
us any change of address . 
* * * * * * * 

r 

* * 

Dr . Irving Newman Dr . I rv i ng Newma n passed away on Feb . 1 ,  1 9 90  
f rom cancer in  the Los Angeles  area . He  was  the fa ther o f  two sons , Dr . 
Alan and R andy Newman ( the well -known art i s t  and compos er ) There were 
no services . 

* 

Doctor Newman �as the F l i ght Surgeon o f  the 3 4 7 th Bomb Squadron . 
by Frank Eng l i sh 

Joseph C .  McGuire Now we are  7 !  A l et t e r  from Mrs . Mcgu i r e ,  rece i ved 
today , brought me the bad news about our comrade -- JOE . 

Former Houghton [MI ] po l i c e  ch i e f  d i es . Joseph c .  McGu i re , 
7 3 , former C i ty o f  Houghton pol i c e  chi ef , d i ed Jan . 1 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  f o l l owing 
a l eng thy i l lness . 

Dur i ng WW I I  he completed 5 0  m i s s i ons w i th the Army A i r  Force 
in MTO .  

How thankful I am tha t we were able t o  spend t i me with Joe l a s t  
July when , f o r  a short t i me , h e  ra l l i e d .  H i s  smi l e ,  h i s  l a ugh , h i s  sense 
of humor w i l l  a l ways be in our memory . c . D . Boggs 

C H A N G ES O F A D O  R E  s s  
Fred z .  Harr i s  
J oseph D .  Gree l ey 
Bernard c .  Kyrouac 
Wa l ter F .  O ' Ne i l l  
Russ Trauns t e i n  

8 4 1 - 3  E a s t  Peor i a  Phoenix 
7 7  South St . Some rsworth 
944 Dar tmouth Dr . Whea ton 
3 8 5 2  Cas telar St . Omaha NC 6 8 1 0 5 
l Rando lph S t . ,  P l ymouth 

A2 8 5 0 2 0  
NH 0 3 8 7 8 - 2 2 3 3  
I L  6 0 1 8 7 - 6 1 2 6  

mi: 0 3 264  
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PERMIT NO. 388 
Albuquerque, NM 

1 9 90 

San Antonio  TX  7 8 2 0 9  4 1 6  
Albuquerque NM 8 7 1 0 6  4 1 6  
St . J ames MO 6 5 5 5 9  3 4 7  
Noblesvi l l e  I N  46060  3 4 7  
Mi canopy FL 3 2 667  346  

Mer i d i an MS 3 9 3 04 
9 3 9  Charles  F .  Downey 
940 Robert B .  Heller  
941  Ernest R .  Winter 
942  W i l l i am T .  Donahue 

943  I rv i ng Cohen 

4 1 07 Wes t  92nd Terr . 
1 5 1 8  w .  Cha r l e s  

P r a i r i e  V i l lage KS 6 6 2 0 7  
Champa i gn IL 6 1 8 2 1  346  

944  Paul  w .  W i s eman 

Rt . 2 ,  Box l 2 5 - 2 5  
1 2  H i l l top Rd . 

P . O . Box 3 5 4  

6 2 1  Padre  Dr . 

M i canopy FL 3 2 667  3 4 6  
Feasterv i l l e  PA 1 9 047 3 4 7  
Jackson mHe i ghts N Y  1 1 3 7 3  

Oxford MS 3 8 6 5 5 

3 4 8  
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