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THE P.RESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

GREETINCS: 

We have just canpleted another splendid Relll1ion at Ft. Lauderdale, FL where Julius Horcwitz, 
Al Schroeder and Les Parsons did a bang-up job. With Julie as our Reunion Chainnan, hew could 
it be other than the great Reunion that it was? Anita Horewitz, Evelyn Schroeder and Edie 
Parsons worked tirelessly on this Convention as well with their presence well kna-wn on the 
Registration Desk along with all their other rrost welcane help. He are all grateful for the 
efforts of these fine people. 
The efforts of Harvey Jennings in his ca1Jacity of Managing the Hospitality Roan again, did his 
always great job. He had the able help of Bob Bacher and one other person who worked so dili
gently to handle that rronumental task. Those men knew hew to mix those drinks and dispense 
them rapidly. Their expertise is greatly appreciated! The only problem we have there is that 
Harvey needs rrore expertise from others within our Group. If any of you -would like to help, 
please let us knav. Harvey -would be rrost pleased with rrore able help. Excellant job again, 
Harvey, we all thank you! (This from one who used to think a mixed drink was a shot chased 
by water.) 

We are delighted to report that the t-wo new Board merribers are Julius Horcwitz and Bill 
Smallwood, both of them very able and dedicated men. Our new Vice President is Fred Hueglin. 
President, Secretary and Historian remain the s� along with our re-elected and re-appointed 
Treasurer, Walt Butler. 

The Group dedicated a beautiful plaque to C,eorge Coen for all he has done, first as organizer, 
then as editor and publisher of out ''News Bulletin" and then as our Historian. It was a great 
honor to present t.11at plaque to !'.;eorge. 
The schedule of events ,vas well balanced and we all enjoyed the Boat trip on the "Jungle Queen" 
along with the tine dinner on the island and the ''Vaudville Act". That Banquet was super as 
well. 

Again, as in every Reunion, old friends gathered together and each of us sought out those we 
had known and fla,.m with 44 years ago. I met several of my old comrades and this is always 
tremendously meaningful for me" When you suddenly realize that you flev a number of rrissions 
with an Engineer named Adam Zanoni and you share a few of your e."q)eriences, there is real 
meaning in that reunion. This is what our organization is all about. (}_t IL t: t-1.J� 4:,, 
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For the past haU-dozen years, David Hamilton, professor of English at the University·of Iowa, has asked hu undergraduate studenl3 to write aphorisms; When they do, he sai,s, he'a entertained, and the students learn that they can be quotable. He:re are a few of their aphorisms: 
H

E WHO LAUG}iS, J..asu; A stitch ln time may save nine, but it's far better to have a mother who sews. Ta:ste makes waist. Give him an inch and fiDd out his angle. Friendship cannot be bought but mu:st be paid for, ln installments. You've got to kiss a lot of frogs before you find your prince. Being an idiot is hard work, but the pay Ls low. Child: an object halfway between an adult and a television set. 1 think. therefore I must bg around � somewhere. The real ln us la sllen� the acq� ts .  talkaUve. When you row another fellow across the stream, you get there yourself. Good poet., struggle with lines; great poets struggle with lives. Popcorn, people and pinball machines all need to be occasionally shook. We live to learn after 1ff learn to live. Nothing in this world Is so powerful a:s a terrorism whose time w come; all ideas melt In lb pttSence - even its own .. All that glitten i.s not gold, though it may be selling for the same price. Old dogs m&y have.trick., to teach. Put your money·lnto taxes; they'll surely go up. 
Thoee who do not complain are never pitied. 

Reprill&e4 from &Jae Univenity of I�• Spectator. 
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youngest hero True grit of America's Wrcntmorc rejoined the cious combat in the bloody military during the dcpre�· Mcuse·Argonne carrying a sion years of the early_ 1930s. vital message that signaled a th is  t ime under his own company of American sol- name. Citing documentation dicrs to advance . of his heroism during the 
OLD SOLDIER Ernest. grcssionarMedal �fH�mor." 
W r e n  t m ore w a s  a '. he says ... And I m Just as 
cocky 12-year-old kid I entitled as any of those who 
when he convinced an received it. . 
Army recruiter that he "Every minute I was in 
was a man and was combat in France was above 
sent off to' France to and beyond the calJ of ��1Y, 
fight in World War I. because L. was a minor. His gas mask was shot off Meuse·Argonne offensive. after delivering the message. the Anny recommended him , and he was ov�rcome by for the Medal of Honor. Partpoison vapors. Minutes after 1 .- because more than JO Now he"s a stubborn veteran of three wars - and h e  wants t h e Congressional Medal of Honor he insists he earned on the battlefield. "I have all the respect in the world for those people 

1 who have received the Con-

Wrentmore , now 77 and a he was loaded onto a sn:etch· /cars had passed. and partly retired colonel in the U.S. e r .  a burst of shrapnel np�d because records were un· Air Force, was the youngest through the group. wounding !ear Congress denied the American soldier who fought Wrentmore and killing one of I �qu�st. i n  WWI - and h e was  the bearers. More recently. efforts by almo:it killed. He was 14 when he was . . He was a courier when he discharged. under the same Rep: Gene Chappie. of Cali-fought his way through vi- name he had used to enlist-:::__ fom1a. to push through leg· ----------1 Henrv Earl Moore . islation awarding him the ----------------- "I. was a big kid for my medal. were also rejected by age. I was about 5-foot-6 and .the House Armed Services weighed about 140 pounds.·· Co.�i:n1ttee_. 
he says. •· And J was intelli- . I m _a ls�tle ticked off that gent enough to stand up to the the ?Pplicat1on could get that recruiter and look him in the far. he says of the House 
eye.�· committee's action. "and then come back .. .  

f:'A,;�,2p .--:- ,E:X�f)A,INER 

D�i·<· · u /'ti� o� n 

From Rex Grec,l-hou.re. s Ft/es. 

Reprinted by kind per�ission or�������� 
the National Examiner, in 
which it appeared about Nov. 

Hi George-Here it is June 12-I have just returned fron the 99th Reunion in Ft Lauderdale with Jules & Anita with nelp from other staunch 99th members put on a tremendous REUNION THE PIER 66-THE ATMOSPHERE OF GRANDUOR-DELICIOUS FOOD-GREAT SET UP IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM HARVEY (WALBANGER) JENNINGS AND BOB BACHER WITH MANNY GUYLEFp-ND OTHERS ;JOEING A GREAT JOB-THANKS FROM YOUR FRIENDS!! We all had a great time and if you missed the REUNION you missed a GREAT PARTY!!!!!! In toe May ne•..rsletter yoy used a new LOGO taken from the PLAQUE Dedicated at the Air Force Academ�ast October. The tail number of the plane 97684 from the 416th Sq was the cne that I flew my first combat mission in on June 2, 1944 to R�ssia and return. I also flew the same airplane on many more missionsk.s Group Lead. 
Some tim2 ag� CAROL dIZZO sent me a list of the planes that made the trip to RUSSIA and HERE THEY ARE 
From 416th Sq- 42-97684- 4232070- 42-32015- 42-32052-- 42-32039-42-32074- 42-32094- 42-102906- 42-32110 
From 348th Sq. 42-97650- 42-106995- 42-32061- 42-106987- 42-32057 42-32036- 42-107016- 42-32069- 42-32-041-
From 346th Sq. 42-97733- 42-102855- 42-32021- 42-102851- 42-32028-42-38201- 42-32055- 42-32068- 42-32032-
From347th Sq. 42-97744- 42-102925- 42-32073- 42-32046- 42-32097 42-32092- 42-102879- 42-38209- 42-31998-
Thanks CAROL for this list of planes and perha�s George will update his files with this new poop. 
C�RO� also se�t �e a  copy of the Operations Order 569 that� Mi�� 1� 

r� � �AfrV (MORE TO FMow ON THIS MISSION) 46 years ago 

• t:RNt:ST Wrentmore: 72-

8 year-old American hero 
' 2 
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i s  c1ttaddng 8L1Jj,  ?,.(i.;: �\' ; IA ::/y at ,.:;s:2,�8.  The .'30lst & 483rd ::o::-;b 
Gps flyir.g ;:.s the l'.>.st C•:, ,,":,.-.!t ·::5.n8 cf t-,l,c 5th ·::i :1g, ar3 2.!:.t;c:dn� 
H/Y at OFI.ADSA; r:cu· :,\:·lL\ at 09368. 
'1':1e A:J.r Force Form.:::..tion w.5.11 be thre� c·olu!,r.s of 1.Iin�s : L�.ft Gol
u:r,n the 49th \'line lc::i.cling, the ;04th •;;ir,g s•.;co;1d; ;,;ic.dls colu.:n , 
t.he 5th i7ing leading; Right colw:1.'1, the 47th ·,'/ini, leading a:-id the  
55th  Wing second. 

(2) �sccrt: 306th �ing j s  furnishing penetration, tarJet &nd withrtr�wal 
r� scort fo:- a:.l ·.'li:1ic: .  '!'he 32 5th Fi01tcr Gp will coyer ·,·1ithdn;·:al 
and e s�ort to a(vansod tascs .  

'i'hfrtJ•-bio (32)  B-17 1 s cz,ch of tbe 99th, 97th , 2r.d and 483rd 3cc,b Gps will 
atl:.2.ck &.nd de sb'oy the :.i/': a.:1d R.A�L'. f.H : :c:-t:�:3 at �E.2:SCZ�r, :-r_·;-!c:-.,_.°":Y O!! 2 }<1::e 
191 .. L. . Thi�; is Plan 11_;11 • 

BO'..::BE.R P�!-fDEZVCLJS 

'. iI:{G F0?.:.:1\. TIO�J 
�:0:JTE OUT 

i<3:l'CHJT 
EHTIAL FOil�T 
AUS C'F A'I"::'.�CK 
TA.R<BT TI�.� 
E.Ol.�ING ALTITI!DE 

TAEC3T ::::I.EVATim! 
Rf:..LLY 
ROUTE I3ACK 

: Pri.J?;ary T::,re;et by ?at:1finder. 
99tl, & 97th Bcr;:b Gps - FOC':GIA, 5000 ft at 063 13 .  
2nd & 483rd Bomb Gps - SAN s-.....:V:SPO, 6000 ft at 063 5B . 
301st & M,Jrd 9o,:tb Gps - J.ESI:�A, 4000 ft at 0637E!- . 

: TESTA !) • CA R.GAl' :0. 
99th & 97th EoIDb Gps,  5000 ft at 06li6B . 
2nd & 40rd oC!'!b Gps, 6000 ft at 06L.93 . 
301st & 46.:rd S::;.�1b Gps ,  7000 ft at 0652:=l. 

Colwan of Co:.:bc?.t ','Tings - Gps in left ectelon. 
: Rende:.:.vous  to Keypoint to :?OJGR.AB (4J/4cN 12/i,_3:s) to CI3 

(45/loN 19/323) to DE1/AVA�!Y.A (47 /OJN 20/5SE) to IP to 
Target. 

f3II'AN ISU.lID (42/lJ.+N 17 /5JE) 10,000 ft at 0721B . 
: EERETTYO liJFAH (47/lJN 21/32'�) . 

12 deg, 
: 0936B. 
: 99th B0mb }p 

2nd .90H!b '.}p 
360 ft, 

21, 500 ft . 
24, 500 ft . 

97th Borr.b G? 
483 rd .oOi:1.0 � 

23 ,COC 
22,000 

: Right turn. 
Rally to K•JTO!JYJA (48/J 2H 2 5/0JE) , 20,000 ft at 10228. 

Red.nee a Ltitude if,·;:iediately frcm :<OTOt.:YJA to cross 
D:HEP:13R ?IVER. at 10,000 ft and �. rrive at ?IP.':,'.,i'IN 

" f..l. I 
,,1,('L )-, 

( 50/l2N '.l2/l5E) , :.�R::-CEOD (49/59N 33/J2E) ar,d FOLTA1!A 
(49/JJI'; J4/J03) :sas�s at 6000 ·ft .  .!.r:·iving 2.Elrox..-i...:-.,_tel:· 
at PIRY.�. �Er '-lt l205R, :!IE·'X)TIOD at 1221B ar.d PCL'7AVA at 
J237B. :.:f �·.-eather l)revent.s adh,�rcnce to these altitudes I ., -

�� '!' 
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( r- • 1·0 5ol9 ccnt : d) .  Cp1s '-'re.er .: 

2 .  

3 .  

K • ,, ,t I d • . a ?.Ou'I'3 '2AC. • vcr.. • 
t . 1  _ r-d "'CTO'f."fJA then :r·:: .• ucin� 

,.,.,.,:i�in abo'1e clouds \L'1 l. .t:'.a s s  � 1c ··-
1 0 

. . . .  � ..., _  

4. 

x. (1) 

(2) 

(3 ) 

(h) 

( 5) 

(6) 

(7) 

· - �,11-:=--=_· RT,� below clcud .,".s�,  r,::.-G>-'-'• 
alt i tude to c:ro os '.):' .:..r-•.:.n. ... ,.c.:::i. 

inis -below cloud u.ntil arrival at E3.ses. 

- · · ; "·"d 01 r..nd 
00 , w,_· th . 1 3eco!,d r:oec ;.1.!,fl ,-:J...c....-- • 

Bo::ib load will be GP S x 5 s 
. 025 second tail fuses. 

a" shewn on attach<;;d t;:,.r6et d:,.:,.rt s .  
�-:-.rgct ar�a will b e  u 

�athfinder aircraft wi} l lead each gr��p.  

Intervaloseter will be  100 f_t . 

IFF will be turned ON 100 miles before crossing 'S...\ST3ii.N PROUT LW?:S. 

... t '  s.:hed.ule and routing. 
All Units must strictly .s.dhere ... o JJr.e 

u�•1inclov1 ' ' viill be carried by all aircr�ft . Do not 
' Four (4) c�u·tons of , . ' 

(Discretion of Group Co .. .;i:�nders ;  
use on this flight unless necessary. 

�fo cha nr;;e. 

a .  VHF Chant1el 11�" • 

b .  Bomber call signs: (99th BG - Ripple 2) 
(2nd BG - 7...ipple 3 )  

( 97th BG - Ripple l) 
( J..i3'.3rd BG - Ripr,le 4) • 

Zscort call sign3: Fer.,3tr-ation. and Tcirget : Burgl::,.r. , , . 
3 25th . Fight er Gp on withd�·awal :  r...ilton. 

d. Recall code word : Lovebird. 

e .  

f .  

Carpet ·,Jill be  emp�oye� �
-�

�11
.�

n�t\ ��7
equip:)ed.  

QEE 'before crossing t..\::-i 1.c.d� FnONT -'-'-··'-'5 •  
C2.rpet will be turned 

· t '  ns Annex attached . 
See supple!lentary Corrunun1.ca io. 

l - \"r::Jr.'' TC1i' . By order of Colone L:.i , ... �-. J..:.l •  

s/ Joseph A .  'I'ho,;:9.s ,  
t/ JOS�.J'!-! A .  T;-;C: '};.S, 

Colonel, Air CorFs,  
A - 3 

A1-JlJ?..xE3: 1 .  
2 .  

Intellisence Armex. 
Te.reet Ch::i.rts.  
Co:nr.:unica.tions Annex. J .  

DISTRIBUTION: y 

�-. .}��� p•• - - -

A TRUE COPY: a;(c; . Jl,A---

/ H. E .  !-IA.i·JSON, 
Capt�in, Air Cor�s, 
Asst �-3 Ci:ic �r. 

(::.:;-,,\ "Iff'r.: o.:r,r.'R) ' "' -..... J.,v J.:.J.....L 

�-• 1. -�·rn !.itc:lli.z;en::c :\?1r.ex. 

"iTiG 113::TJ,�?VOUS 

5• Col!'::i.and ::::·ndio 6440 lcs. 
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We have our next Reunion Scheduled for February 17, 18 and 19 , 1989 at McAllen , Texas and this 
is in conjunction with the Confederate Air Force Show on those dates at Harlingen , Texas some 
30 miles south of McAllen. This should go very well and Reunion Festivities are being set up 
by our very able Jeff Waguespack. Any of you men dCMn near McAllen and Harlingen, we ' d  be 
rrost appreciative of your help in this as well. At this point, Ft. Lauderdale was a Great 
Sha. and nm we look to McAllen , Texas and Jeff Waguespack

• 
�anot/ Great Reunion! 

{k t\{!/?f{_Afo�Q,l I a:�. Kenney, Presa---.___ 

UWEC University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
EauC!Jire, Wisconsin .'H701 

Department of History 

23 March 1 988 

Mr. Hector Macpherson 
Bannockburn Farms 
29780 Church Drive 
Albany, OR 97321 

Dear Mr. Macpherson : 

I apologize for my late response to your recent le tter . I fe ll into a typical 
professorial morass of semester schedule changes,  test grading, and committee 
responsibilitie s .  At a school such as  mine , we sort of squeeze our research 
into whatever time is left over. 

I have received a number of letters from those who participated in "Lone Wolf" 
missions , but yours was the only one from someone who helped organize this 
attack format .  I t  i s  thus of great value to me . I would appreicate any 
further information you might have on the origins and planning of the first 
few missions and the discussions which took place at other echelons of 
command. The new system contradicted orthodox American strategic bombing 
doctrines and could result in high casualties .  On the other hand, it was a 
nifty way to train PFF crews and harass the enemy at the same time . 
References in the air force A-2 diary indicate a certain amount of 
controversy. 

A few of my correspondents indicate that some of the "Lone Wolf" missions were 
classified as double-credit missions. Was this a common thing? If so, was 
the determination of mission value made at the air force , wing, or group 
level?  

An issue touched upon frequently in the letters of  Generals Arnold, Twining, 
nd Eaker concerns the number of missions necessary for rotation home . The 

�umber was constantly increased and the generals worried about the impact on 
morale . Since you were in the Fifteenth for a large portion of its wartime 
history, perhaps you have some recollections on the matter. 

l�\ 
I 
I 
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I would be much interested in your file on H2X operations, although I do have 
the "Straight and Leve l "  issues on microfilm as a part of the seventeen reel 
history of the Fifteenth Air Force which I am currently working my way 
through. 

I enclose a copy of the "Lone Wolf" monography which sparked my interest.  

Sincere ly, 

�� k. Jr{� 
Richard H .  Marcus 
Professor of History 

ddm 

lkapfi, {<.; the C/Jnlll'I !gc d Ercdlo 1(c 

Bannockburn Farms, Hector Macpherson, President, 29780 Church Drive, 

Albany, Oregon 97321, Ph_ (503) 753-3022 
November 4 ,  1 9 8 7  

Dick Marcus 
Pro fessor of History 
Univers i ty o f  W I-Eau Claire 

Dear Mr . Barcus : 

I have j ust  read your letter to Bernie  Barr in  the November 
i s sue of the 9 9th Bomb Group News lette r .  I pos s ibly h2ve 
information on the " Lone �fo l £ "  miss ions you miqht be interested 
in . A. l i ttle on my backqround wi ll  f i l l  you i n  on where I 
fit  in . 

I j o ined the Air  Corps and trained as a Base Photo Office r  
i n  1 9 4 1 . P s s igned to A lbrook Field , Canal Zone , h� fore war 
broke out , I becarre bored v1ith beins so far from corrbat and 
s i gned up for air  crew trainincr as a naviaator in 1 9 4 2 . I 
completed the training in  May i 9 4 3  and '-'.Ta� assigned to Charles 
K .  Carro ll ' s  crew whi ch ended up in the 4 16th squadron of  the 
9 9 th Bomb Group in the fall o f  1 9 4 3 .  I flew 1 1  -mi s s ions a s  a 
regular navigator out of  North A frica and Italy by January 9 , 
1 9 4 4 .  l' t  thi s  time a group of  navigators with l imited corrbat 
experience were pulled o f f  their  assigned crews and sent back 
state s ide for H2X training . Thi s  group becarre the nucleus o f  
the PFF operators . On returning to I taly I flew one PFF 
mis s ion with the 9 9 th Borr� Group and theQ was ass igned to the 
2nd Bomb Group , first as a 4 9th souadron navigator and l ate r 
as Group Radar-Navigator . 



, [ 
I 
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Upon completing my fi fty rriss icns in  August I was  asked 
to become part o f  the Operations section o f  the 1 5 th Air  Force . 

At that tiITe a Cal He adri ck , a pilot , headed the PFF section . 
I n  a fairlv short ti�e he was rotated home and I was named 
Air Fore� �FF officer with respons ib i lities  for PFF traininq 
and advis ing on �iss ions . 

In  the l ate fall and early winter o f  1 9 4 4  there was great 

frustration at Air Force headquarters with the inability to 
launch e ffective missions because of  the weather . Formation 
f lying conditions were very limited . - I t  was at h i s  point 
that I s uggested the " LoneWo l f "  approach . There was considerable 

di scus s ion at levels  higher than mine before an OK was given . 

The raids were recognized as be ing harass ing  in nature but I 
pushed them partly as an air crew training device . The H2X 

operators trained in the States were very inadequate in bombing 

skill s .  We had set up schools to further train them and a 
PFF bombing range . On a regular mis s ion normally only the 
Group lead actually s ighted and the res t  o f  the planes dropped 

on h i s  release . This  was a way to sharpen the skills  of every 

crew under actual combat conditions . 

My own experience on a s ingle plane  n ight m i s s ion to the 
Blackhamrner synthetic  oil  re finery near Ere s l au , Poland , to 
get H2X  s cope picture s  fir�d my imagination as to the pos sibil
ities . We also felt that we should get greater accuracy 
because eve ry plane would be making an individual s i ghtin g .  
I don ' t  believe this was borne out i n  actual results although 
assessment of results was practically nonexistent . I wculd 
like to rerort that the " Lone Wol f "  miss ions were highly 
s ucce s s ful . Unfortunately results were unmea. surable  2nd 
losses were higher than expected . I don ' t  have a record of  
when they were di scontinued but I think it  was  in January of  
1 9 4 5 .  We did conclude that the losses were p rimarily  weather 
related rather than enerry action . P ilot s k i l l  and E2X equipment 
mal function s urely contributed . Analys i s  showed that 2 0 %  of  
the H2X  sets  failed before the end of  the average mis s ion . 

As  to your specific  0uestions about the impact on air 
crews of  the Lone Wolf  �iss ions , I can ' t  be of a great deal 
of help . My own experience was pos itive . I enj oyed the 
greater respon s ib i lity placed on the Padar-Navigator for 
directing the plane to the tarset and bringing it back s a fely 
out of  enemv terri tor; . I �,rould be interested in the 
experience s· · o f  other crew �e�.bers , especially PFF operators . 

As to the color o f  the plane s , all PFF equipped Bl7Gs 
°l':ere s ilve r ,  unoainted aluminum . I navigated one of  the first 
to Italy , arriving Ppril 1 6 , 1 9 4 4 .  The B 2 4 s  were painted olive , 
I believe , but you will  have to check this with B 2 4  crews . 
B? the tir..e " Lone i·lo l f "  I11iss ions were initiated there were an 
a;erage of 12 P�F equipped planes assigned per bomb group , o f  
which 6 could be  expected t o  be operational on any given day . 

The crews assianed to all miss ions were a Group respons ibili ty 

and u s ually de legated tc squadron operations officers . To my 
kno�ledge no s�ecial training beyond the normal briefing 
be fore e ach � i s s ion was qiven . I suspect th�t cons iderable 
vari ations existed in th� way cre°l'1S were se lected and trainirw 

qiven . 
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I ha_ve a fa.irly complete file on the H 2 X  operations 
of the 1 5 th Air Force includin� a target inform;tion f i le , a 
Monograph ass e <: s ing the accuracy o f  E2:� opera.tions , "Bombs 
through the Underca s t "  training manual , and a number o f  
" S traigr..t and Leve l "  i s s ues pertaining to borrb irrpacts o f  
F�F operations . Only a s ingle p�ragranh i n  the monoaraoh deals 
with the Lone Wol f  operations . You �ay have acces s  to this 
infor�ation e l ready but i f  not I would be glad to share with 
you .  

Dear Mr . Butler Apr i l  2 8 ,  1 98 8  
I took your name from the newsletter , and for the Chaplain ' s  Corner , 

I ' m  sending you word of my husband ' s  death on Apr i l  6 , 1 9 8 8 .  
He was w i th the 3 4 7 th Bomb Squadron , 99th Bomb Group , and f l ew 

mi aaions a s  a Bombard ier i n  Tuni s i a ,  Ital y ,  and S i c i l y .  I may not have a l l  
the factscorrect , but I think the name of h i s  plane was the " Cotton-Eyed 
Joe . "  

He was d i scharged from the service Dec . 8 , 1 94 5  as a 1 st Li eutenant . 
He really enj oyed reading the newsletter , and found himsel f  mentioned 

in one art i �l e  w�i ch brou�ht back a lot of memor i e s  for h i m .  He real l y  regaled 
all the fam i l y  w i th the w i l d  stories  of the " big  war " , and I " rn sure we d i dn ' t  
hear them a l l . 

I j ust  rece ived the May Newsletter and and found h i s  name l i sted 
on page 1 8 .  

Arn enclosing one of  the newspaper noti ces j ust for general interest . 
s incere l y, Verna E .  Barney 

William Barney 
KEARNEY - Services for William 

W. "Bill" Barney, 65, of 809 W. 21st 
St., a registered abstractor and attor
ney in Kearney for 37 years, are 
planned at 10 a.m. Friday. The Revs. 
Jonathan Ford Sr. and Robert Park 
will officiat� at St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church. Private family burial ser
vices will be later. 

He died Wed- r------.. 
nesday, April 6, 
1988, in his home 
f o l l o w i n g  a 
lengthy illness. 
Memorials have 
been established 
to the church, the 
Hospice fund at 
Good Samaritan 
Hospital or Kear
ney State College. ----::11....:..:....;u 
Homer-Lieske- WILLIAM 

Horner Mortuary BARNEY 

is in charge of arrangements. 

He was born Oct. 31, 1922, in 
Kearney to Ralph . and Bethine 
<West ) Barney. He graduated from 
Kearney High School in 1939 and 
attended KSC. He graduated from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
in 1947 and the University of Nebras
ka College· of Law in 1950. He and 
Verna Davis were married Aug. 24 
1947, in Lincoln. He served in th� 
Army Air Corps during World War II. 
He was a registered abstractor and 
attorney in Kearney for 37 years, 
ontil retiring in 1987. 

His memberships included: St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church, Kearney 
Elks Lodge 984, American Legion 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chambe; 
of Commerce, Rob Morris Lodge 46, 
Royal Arch Masons, Fort Kearney 
.Shrine Club, Tehama Shrine Temple, 
Buffalo County Bar Association, Roy
al Order of Jesters, Kearney Athletic 
Associates, KSC and UNL Alumni 
Associations, Phi Alpha Delta Legal 
Fraternity, Nebraska Abstractors 
Board of Examiners, Nebraska Land 
Title Association and Kearney Coun-

try CJt.i,: .�e was a past member of Cosm0t>?J1-a-n Club, Sertoma, State Excee<Jtlve -�.,.°ard_ of the Episcopal Chur_c� and 11.e City Planning Comm1ss1r n. He Vilas also former senior wardtn of St. Luke's Episcopal Chun:!l �nd past pr�ident of the KSC Founcation. 
. In : :ddition to his ,vife, he is surv1v�l

.r;
by daughter Patricia Engdahl of ,,ii,,- rth �latte; sons Richard of Corn- ._n Springs, Mont., and Kent of Kear :�y; s�x grandchildren; brother Warn-n of Kearney; and sisters Ema Jane Lmk of Denver and Betty Lanigan of S�nta Cruz, Calif. He was prec,eded m death by his parents. 
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We have rece ived seve r a l  que r i e s  about the l i s t o f  pl anes . We l l ,  
we have added a heading for  the r i ght-hand co l umn e n t i tled SOURCES . In  other 
wor d s , anybody w i th knowl edge o f  the plane in que s t i on w i l l  be i d ent i f i e d  
for the conve n i ence o f  a uthors . We a r e  grateful  t o  those who pointed out 
dup l i ca t i onsand other error s . We propose to spend some t ime w i th the computer 

A s t a f f  WTRI O  so  that we can look up the number o f  a pl ane who s e  name we know , 
but that must wa i t .  R i ght now the e d i tor i s  s t i l l  l e a r n i ng t o  use the SD265 . 

I hope that t h i s  exp l a i n s  why Hans-He i r i , for  i n s t a nc e ,  i s  l i sted w i th one 
or more plane s . It is because he has knowledge of that plane . geo 

� 

, 11� <_j '?OIUJ,e _r. Coen 
971.A Bomb y/lJJup ll-0:Jio/U_cal So ci..ely 
29u8 1/fuo /)11. 1V. {. 
1/l..bu.1,ue11,'Aue, 1V. 111. -'871 10 

DeGA yeollfje: 

J Aa�e _been. 11,e.1.cli._n9- .llie neu11leLleA /011, weLI. on iv iJutee y.eww now wuL J ;,1v.1_i:. wani h; tah.e a 1ru__n1de to co1711nemL µou /01t ijOWL ded.icalion to a jJ/lJJ 1.eci ilud meQJ'I./.J a r;;,11,eai. deal io all () I- 1v.1. You GAe domrl a 9.1teai.. 1-ob and J (-01t one am .-1i.Jice1tel..!f <j/Ulief-ul. 

�J!I-- name, .w �eo/1.{j,e W. 13/l.an!!,1 _and J wa..-1 wLtA tAe ]11-8:tA S�fd. 99th Bomb 
_t/lJJup fJW"! ;Jul!/ 1943,. UJULl f eD/l.UGA!f 1944. 11(,:teA tAe WM wa.-1 ove1t J 
/l.emru..n"ed. -Ut tAe "1e/l.VLce and .-1e/l.ved unLi.1 Au9-1v.1i of- 197 J /o/l. a iotal 
o / jw.,i u.n.deA ih.uii!f tlutee !fe(]/v,j. 

' 
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As I learn how everybody t r i e d  t o  d ivert u s  from our m i s s i o n ,  t o  
get us  to f l y  a t n i ght , to convert to Lancasters , t o  work at tact i c a l  bomb i n g ,  

I a m  profoundly Agr a t e f u l  t o  s uch a s  " Ou r  Colon e l "  Upthegrove who f i rs t  t r a i ned 

us to fly combatand then f ought for  us  to keep us  f rom b e i ng d iverted f r om 
A . I the strateg i c  a i r  wa r .  S a l ud , Gener a l  Upp i e . geo 

The 15th Air  Force attacked the Hermann Goering Tank works at Linz,  
Austria at mid-day on July 25 , 1944  w i th 450 B-17s and B-24s,  escorted by 
almost 200 P-Sls and P-38s. The Luftwaffe put up more than a hundred rm-
109s and FW-190s, and a whi rlwind battle between the IP and the target 
filled the sky with burning and exploding bombers and fighters and scores 
of parachuting airmen. 

This was not the largest force we ever sent against the Thousand Year 
Reich from Italy, nor would destruction of this target bring the German war 
machine to an immediate col lapse. But the men who participated in i t  -
both aircrew and ground personnel - took part in an event that many of them 
remember vividly even to this day , more than forty years later. I t  had 
heroic action, death and destruction, fear and terror,  viciousness , and 
even kindness shown toward wounded enemy airmen. And a war crimes trial a 
couple years after the war. 

I am researching for a book about the Linz attack. I hope to inscribe 
in  it the name of everyone who flew on the m ission and to tell each man's 
story substantially as he relates it to me. 

I am also planning this book as a sort of "anatomy of a m i ssion" , 
describing in detai l  what had to be done to make a combat mission of this 
type possible: the planning, coordination and scheduling; the work involv
ed in loading bombs, weapons, and fuel; administration and operation of 
airbase units and activities; specifics about the aircraft and about air
crew duties and functions; and , of course, the effort and actions by the 
flyers to get their bombers and fighters into the air, to the target, and 
back home again. 

If you flew on this mission, please write me with an account of what 
you saw or experienced that day, i f  you have not a lready done so ( I  have 
receivea many letters as a result of previous publ icity} . I f  you were 
aircrew but did NOT fly that day, write me with the details of exactly what 
your crew duties were, and what you did to perform them. 

J �eeJ... /tea.A.. bad. i.f];a;t a puo/t comrru ... ii.men;l P,/teclude.-1 m!f a;Ltendi.1w th.L1 
flell.11.A /tewu...on in. f i. LaudvulaJ..e. lvLth. !luli...u.1 llvMwilJ in. ch.W19,e i.t 1.-1 

boun.d iv De a 9.,11-eat <J,ef.. to9-eilie11.. J I il De l..voh.i..n.9- /o� to t..Ae next 
one /011.. /.JU/teo 

Yvwi �t of Ai_11..c1wft name/.J and numDVZA in. th.e l..ate/.Ji. new4lei.ivi, WM 
11..eaJ..l..!f wAat p/tOmpied me i:.o W/1.Lie i:luA leti.e� UI Aen J 4Clll} # 229790 and 
th.e name "Queeni_e", J ju.1i. Aad iv advue th.at J /J.-.ell.) m!f f-i.-Mt h..uelve 
�4LOM in. th_a;t QL/1..C/taµ M CaP.i cffivit 14 CV-;[J:U..Oi. Laivi, J flew 
eleven addui..onaJ.. mi...,,J4i_vM, i..n.cludJ.ru; m!f 50ilt ( <lee enclo4 ecl a!Llicle), 
in. tAai. wo nde1t/ul "B;_ltd ". 

Y?ea11..!f, mo11..e_iJ,rpol1.i.ant tAan 4eei_n<J "(Jueeni_e11
1 .i.n p/1.Lni. I.LX14 t..Ae COf?!f o/ 

Colonel Upth.e9,11.ove 14 talk. th.at Ae 9.ove upon completion o/ Au 50l/i 
mi...,,J4i_vn. Jt u i.ltul!f oui./.Jtandi..n.f} a.rid ll14pLILin<J and tlte ILeMon (lll!f- and 
ali o/ lM uXJuld. /1..!1- an!f-WAe1te unae1t � <J,ULdance and command.. Jn my. 
t�!f fuee fleaM vi, 4Vtvi..ce1 woM.in.9- cJ...<MeJ..!f- wi_th_ man!/- h_i_<Jh. 1tanlu.ng, 
o/f-i.-ceM i_n the f-i.-eld. and i_n ihe f enia<)On, J neve1t met q_ne th.at J aa

m,i_ll.,ed and 1te/.Jpecled M J du/_ OU/t comDcii. commande1t Col. f a!I Upthe<;;,Mve. 

J wdl nevVL foltlfet, M ,/..vna, M J, li...ve, tAe �4i_on Dil._J-e/.i..n.g, on Nov. 
2nd 19113 when we wvie to P,,jf to UJei..:iVl(l-Miad±,. ,1tMi/l.La t/tOm .oUJt DMe 
in. N. ;(l,u...ca. At tlte end V{-- th.e DIUe/i_ng, ih.e r o�onel a4k.ed "--I i.Ae1te 

wvie an ue/.Ji.i...oM. 11 newl!I. a/t/l.Lved 2ruf Lt. !VavL9-<do1t <l:lood up ,md 
4ai_d ,1,!J J" i../ i.h.e wi..nd I 4 aon Ii. h.old M /01teca/.Ji we ma!f not De aDle 
i:.o m'ah.e Lt bach.. 7/ie Colonel 1te/.Jpon1� i'h.cd _Ae . undeAAiood ilie Lt 14 . 
conce1tn and Decau.1e i..i. WM /.Judi a clt"--lical mL44Lon Ae would. De leadi...n9. 
i_t Ai..m4e1/. TA<Ll wM ail ilie 1teAi 0/ u.1 needed i:.o Delay ou1t /eaM and 

-· L II L II I .J. L • • ma,<e u.1 9-un<J rw , .,...011.. ,<,ne mL44Lvn. 
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I also want to hear from ground personnel who were in the wartime 15th 
AF: administrative, staff, technical, etc, whether in a flying unit or in a 
non-flying organization such as a depot repair squadron or a boat crew or a 
trucking outfit or a headquarters or anything else. You would make my day 
if you remembered anything at all about this mission. In any case, tell me 
what your job was, and what you and your unit actually did. 

I also need information about: 

"Big Fence", the radar facility that provided energency in
formation and assistance to aircraft in distress 

Air/air and air/ground comnunications: frequencies and call 
signs, procedures, etc 

Our air defense system in Italy: did we have one, how did it 
operate, what were its components, etc, etc? 

The island of Vis, off the Yugoslav coast, where many of our 
fighters and bombers made emergency landings 

Air-sea rescue, contacts with Yugoslav Partisans of any.type, 
Escape and Evasion stories, crash-landing or ditching experi
ences 

Fran airmen who were shot down: anything you may have seen or 
heard about concentration camps then (several of those shot down 
on the Linz mission passed through Mauthausen - scr.ne alive and 
some not); and your experiences in German or Austrian hospitals, 
if any 

Living conditions at your base, food service, recreational 
facilities 

Anything else you can think of that will give your children, 
grandchildren, aoo great-grandchildren (we are getting to 
that age, aren't we) an idea of how you fought WWII 

ATTENTION: Defiance, O., Crescent News 

Milton Radovsky 
10710 Lockridge Dr 
Silver Spring, M) 20901 
301-593-4428 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, DEC 26, 1943--Veteran of many a brush with enemy 
pursuit and flak in the air, 2nd Lt William F. Pixler, 23-year-old AAF Flying Fortress 
pilot of 937 Jefferson Ave., Defiance, 0., has completed 50 bombing missions with the 15th 
U.S. Air Force. 

As a co-pilot, Pixler began combat flying July 5, 1943, with a raid on Gerbini 
airdrome in Sicily in which a horde of enemy fighters shot his ship full of holes and 
wounded the top turret gunner severely. He also participated in the historic first raid on 
Rome, but recalls best his first mission as pilot--September 7 to Foggia, Italy. 

"Twenty minutes from the target," he said, "an enemy pursuit dropped an aerial bomb on 
us which blew up the No. 2 engine and set it afire. I started dropping back because of the 

drag of the dead engine, and that was the signal for the fighters to jump us. 

"The fire was getting bigger and flames streamed back to the tail before we were abl e 

to put it out. I started the bad engine again and set out to catch our Fortress group. We 
were up with the formation in time to drop our bombs with the rest of the ships. 

- 13 · 
"After dropping its bombs, the group turned off the target and increased air speed in 

order to evade the heavy and accurate flak that harasse s us before, over, and after the 

target. Fire started again in our bad engine, the drive shaft broke and the prop spun 
freely. We got the fire out again, but I had to drop behind and decrease air speed to ease 

off the vibration of the run-away prop. Pursuit was concentrating on us and it looked bad 
as we,,1r8�B!Se�af�hf�k�e�i8��nce. I poured on the coal and dived under the last element of 
ships in the group and came up in front of them. The airplane stayed in one piece, and 
once there we got the protection we needed until the enemy pursuit stopped attacking. 

I made an emergency landing in Sicily. My gunners were credited with shooting down 
five enemy planes and probably two more." 

Pixler flew his 50th mission December 20 to Athens-Eleusis airdrome in Greece. he had 
been decorated with the Air Medal. 

Born at Rockford, O., Pixler was graduated from Defiance High School in 1938 and 
attended Bowling Green State University two years until 1940. Unmarried, he entered the 
army Feb 27, 1941. 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, DEC. 27--For seven AAf Flying Fortress airmen the 
best Christmas present of all was a bulky LCI (Landing Craft, Infantry) which hove to the 
afternoon of December 25th and rescued them from a rubber dinghy in which they had been 
adrift seven days without food or water on the cold, stormy waters of the Adriatic. 

The fliers had made a water landing 60 miles south of Venice after their Fortress had 
been shot up by enemy fighters during the December 19th raid by 15th Air Force bombers on 
Innsbruck, Austria. Three other members of the crew adrift in the second dinghy were still 
missing. 

Rushed to a hospital, two of the men rescued were in serious condition and all were 
suffering from exposure and extreme fatigue. But still able to talk coherently was 2nd Lt 
William G. Rayson of Oakland, Cal. (1840 S ixth Ave.), the 24-year-old, English-born 
bombardier of the Fortress. Following is the account he found strength enough to give 

doctors: -

"After we left the target on December 19th our Nos. 3 and 4 engines (right inboard and 
outboard) had to be out and the propellers feathered. Naturally we couldn't stay with our 
Fortress group because we couldn't hold altitude. 

"From there and over northern Italy we were under constant fighter attack. The 
horizontal stabilizers were shot almost away. Lt Simpson (the pilot, 2nd Lt Arthur J. 
Simpson of 70 Rainville Ave., Pitchburg, Mass.) realized that we could not return to our 
base, so he at first prepared us the bail out over land. We were all ready, since we had 
opened the escape hatches when the fighters left us. 

"But we were near Venice by this time, and decided to 'ditch' the plane and try to 
return by Air-Sea Rescue rather than the overland route. Lt simpson set the plane down on 
the water about 60 miles south of Venice. The landing was beautiful and smooth. 

''All of us cleared the plane except Sgt Tramble (the engineer, Technical Sergeant Paul 
W. Tramble of Rhodhies, N.C.), who had trouble releasing the dinghys. The plane stayed 
afloat for about a minute before starting down, and Sgt Tramble stuck with the ship until 
the dinghys were released before making his escape. By this time, the plane was shoulder 
deep in the sea. We all owe our lives to him. 

''Seven of us were in the 10-man raft and three, including Lt Simpson, in the five-man 
raft. From Sunday night until Wednesday were all together, having lashed the two rafts 
tightly. We tried to make for shore, but the currents kept forcing us out. During most of 
these three days it rained and blew a little, but not enough for drinking water. 

"Wednesday evening a heavy storm came up. The ropes on our rafts were being loosened 
by the constant tugging of the two dinghys. We decided it would be better to cut them 
loose rather than risk being swamped. During the night we became separated and we have not 
seen Lt Simpson and his party since. 

"Thursday Sgt Tramble became delirious, and at times unconscious. We were still 
striving for shore just above the front lines and at dusk were about 200 yard off. But by 
morning the currents and wind had swept us a good two miles out. 
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" F r i d a y , Sgt  L awson ( a  gunner , S t a f f  Sergeant L o renzo  W .  L awson of 9 Grover St . ,  

Centredal e ,  R . I . )  became d e l irious . Somet ime  around  noon two  Spit fires  f l ew over an d 
spotted us . They circled and headed for shore. 

" That afternoon ,  a British Walrus returned ,  l anded and overshot our position . The sea 
was too heavy for h im to maneuver , so he returned to shore. Before leaving he dropped food 
about 1 5  t o  2 0  feet o f f  the  bow o f  the  d ingh y ,  but the ' water wings ' didn ' t  work and it 
sank immediately . 

" I t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  about 2 o r  3 p . m .  on Christmas day that an L C I  pulled alongside to 
pick us up and carry us to a friendly I ta l ian port . Just where we we re  I don ' t  know . I t  
took about four hours to get to the port , so we must have been about 20 miles away . 

" T h roughout the  seven days  we were without food and w at e r , but  the mor ale  was 
excellent , even when the two became delirious . We did what we could for them, but  a l l  our 
clothes were soaked from the waves and rain . "  

Other crew members rescued: 

2nd Lt Monroe H .  Jacks , co-pilot , E ast Point , Ga . •  
2nd Lt Joseph Oder,  navigator , 1 5 1 6  Lippert Rd . ,  NE , Canton , O .  
Sergeant John W .  Scott , gunner , 1 1 20 N .  1 st St . ,  Goose Creek ,  T e x .  
Staff Sergeant Frolan ( c q )  G .  Bradbury ,  gunner ,  Route #2 , Barboursvil l e ,  W .  V a .  

Missing with L t  Simpson : 

Staff Sergeant Richard A .  Thorne , gunner , 1 026 Grant Ave. , Rockfor d ,  I l l .  
Privat e  First Class Wi l liam N .  Smith , qunner , 886 Linwood Ave .  NE , Atlanta, Ga .  

December 24 ,  1 943 

A T TENT ION :  Oklahoma City , Okl a ,  Daily Okl ahoman 
Oklahoma City , Okla ,  T imes 

F R O M  A 1 5 th  A I R  FORCE  BOMBER BASE-- 1 s t  L t .  J ack  A .  Beaird , 2 3-year-ol d  AAF F lying 
Fortress navigator of 1 1 4  SE  2 3 r d  St . ,  Okl ah oma C i t y , Okl a . , h as completed  50 bomb ing  
missions with the 1 5th U . S .  Air  Force . 

B e a i r d  began combat flying June 2 8 ,  1 04 3 ,  with a r aid on L eghor n ,  I taly , and flew his 
50th mission december 14 to Athens-Eleusia airdrome in Greece .  He  has been awarded the  Air 
Medal with nine Oak Leaf Cluster s .  

I n  a r ai d  o n  t h e  main F o g i a  ai rdrome i n  I t aly  September 7 ,  the navigator ' s  ship was 
one of the first v ictims of aerial bombing--a new German t actic in which pursuit ships drop 
bombs on the Fortresses from a h igher altitude. 

" We were 1 0  minutes from the target when a Messerschmitt 1 09 dropped an aerial bomb on 
us and knocked out our No.  2 ( left inboard )  engine , "  Beaird recalled.  " The  engine caught  
on fir e ,  and a ft e r  the  fire  w ent out we were attacked by  1 5  Jerry fighter s .  Our  gunners 
got four and we s lipped away . We managed to make a forced l anding at an emergency fiel d . "  

A n at i v e  o f  Sep u l y a ,  Ok l a . , Beaird  was g r aduated  from Capitol Hill  High Scho o l  in 
Oklahoma City in 1 939 and attended Capit o l  Hil l Junior Coll ege unti l  1 94 0 .  Unmarr i e d ,  h e  
was an oil field operator until entering the army as a cadet Feb.  1 7 ,  1 94 2 .  

A T T  ENT  I O N :  Crescent , Okla . , News 
Guthrie ,  Okl a . , Daily  Leader 

F ROM A 1 5 T H  A I R  FORCE  BOMBER BASE , DEC 2 6 ,  1 943--St aff Sergeant Kenneth R .  Boggess , 
25-year-old AAF flying Fortress waist gunner from Crescent , Okl a . , has completed 50 bombing 
missions with the 1 5th U . S .  Air Force. 

B e g inning  combat flying June 28 , 1 94 3 ,  Boggess took part in Fortress raids on t argets  
in Pantelleria ,  Sicily , Sardinia ,  I taly , southern France ,  Greece and Austri a .  He  has been  
awarded the Air  Medal with nine Oak Leaf  Clusters . 

Born  at V i c i ,  Okla . , the gunner was gr aduated from high school at Marshal l ,  Okla . , in 
1 93 7  and was a farmer at Crescent until entering the army Aug . 2 4 ,  1 94 2 .  He i s  unmarr ied .  
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OPERATION REUNION 

Our advance i nto German terri tory meant more than batt l es won-- it  meant freedom 
for our own captured ai rmen 
By Maj Laurence P .  Bachmann 
Augus t ,  1 9 4 4 :  This was the month that Paris fell,  the month that the 9th Air Force took a 
tree-top grasp on France and crushed 455 tanks, 2483 trucks, 163 vehicles and bridges , gun 

emplacements, and freight cars without number , In England, Winston Churchill reported that 
5340- v-type missiles had fallen on London and East Anglia, killing n earl y 5000 civil ians 
and injuring over 1 4 , 000 oth ers , In the Pacific, large-scale bombing of Iwo Jima began , 

Palanbang, Kyushu and steel plants in Japan proper were also subjected to severe AAF 

poundings . And in Rumania ,  King Michael was about to order his troops to lay down their 
arms , • • .  

Abo u t  m i d n i g h t  a g uy r a n  i nt o  a Ruman i an pr i son barracks , yel l i ng ,  " Chonk a !  Chon k a !  
where t he he l l ' s Chonka?"  

And  drows i l y  C h o n k a  sat u p  i n  h i s  b u n k ,  r u bbed h i s eye s , yawned , and i n q u i red  
"Huh?  • • •  Me ? "  

" D ammi t ,  Chonka , wake up ! "  t he  guy yel l ed .  " Somethi ng ' s  happened . come l i sten t o  t h e  
guard s .  F i nd out what they ' re t a l k i ng about . "  

Tech n i ca l  S e r g e a nt J o h n  P .  C h o n ka , F i fteenth Ai r Force gunner , c rawl ed out  o f  bed , 
g rumbl i ng at h i s  a bi l i ty to s peak Ruman i an . He wa l ked through the  barracks and s tood for a 
moment l i sten i ng to  a group of exci ted guards . 

back 

As he came back to h i s  bunk , the other men c rowded a round h i m , demandi ng  a report . 
"Oh , t hey say the war ' s  ove r , "  Chonka sai d s l eepi l y .  
" What e l se ? "  the other  POWs yel l ed ,  pressi ng c l os e r .  
" We l l , " C h o n k a  s a i d ,  " they may t u rn u s  l oo se i n  the 
i nto bed . 

"Ruman i a has s u rrendered . "  
" Gi ve out !  What about u s ? "  
morn i ng . "  W i t h  that , he  c rawl ed 

Sergeant Chon ka , however , was the  o n l y  man i n  the  pri son who hadn ' t  been thrown i nto a 
f i t  of  wi l d  enth u s i asm .  The other Ame r i c a n s  b e g a n  s i n g i n g a t  p r o s p e c t s  o f  f reedom a n d  
t a l k i ng about th i ngs they were go i ng to  eat . 

" F o r  mont h s  we h a d  amu sed  o u r s e l ve s  by ma k i n g o ut men u s , "  S t aff Sergeant Wi l l i am 
Mansfi e l d ,  a b a l l - t u r ret g u n n e r  f rom T a l l a h a s s e e ,  s a i d  l a te r .  " E ve ry t i me a g uy h ad 
n ot h i n g  e l s e  to  do h e  wou l d m a k e  o u t  a l o n g  l i s t - - porterhouse stea k ,  c reamed potatoes , 
t h i ck gravy , l ettuce-and-tomato s a l ad , i ce c ream , and coffee--United States coffee . "  

T h e  pa rty h a d  reached  i t s  p ea k  a t  2 a .m . ,  w hen  a Ruma n i a n  co l o n e l  came i nto the  
barrack s .  

" Men , "  he  s a i d ,  " a t  l a s t  Ruma n i a i s  o n  t h e  r i g h t  s i de .  We knew al l a l ong  that we 
shou l d have been w i th  the Al l i es ,  but what cou l d  we do? T he  Ge rma n s  were  a r o u n d  u s ,  a n d  
t h e  Al l i es were s o  far away . "  

When morn i ng came , t h e  Ruman i ans opened a l l exi t s  t o  t h e  pri son and to l d  t h e  Ameri cans 
they were free . 

The F i fteenth Ai r Force ' s  great offens i ve aga i nst  P l oesti  oi l fi e l d s ,  between August 5 
and 20 , h a d  c o s t  m a ny men  a n d  p l a n e s . T h e  a c c um u l ated  l o s s e s  s i n c e  A u g u s t  1 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  
amounted to near l y  2300 Un i t ed States ai rmen hel d as pri soners of war .  

Some o f  t h e s e  men  h a d  been  p r i s o n e r s  o f  Ruman i a for t h i rteen months ;  some had been 
h e l d  but a few week s .  Among these l ate  a rr i val s was Lt Col J ames A .  G u n n  I I I ,  command i n g  
offi cer of a heavy bomb group . 

O n  t h e  mo r n i n g  t h e  Ame r i c a n s  were  r e l e a s ed , C o l o n e l  Gunn  went to the  Ruman i a n  Ai r 
Mi n i ster , and the Sec ret a ry o f  F o re i g n Affa i r s , a nd  g o t  t h e i r p e rm i s s i o n to  e s t a b l i s h  
commun i cat i on s  w i t h  the  F i fteenth Ai r Force i n  I ta l y .  
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On  t h e  mo r n i ng  of  Augu s t  26 , he was taken to a n  ai rport i n  Bucharest and to l d t h at he  
cou l d  attempt the  f l i ght  to Ita ly  across Nazi -hel d Yugos l avi a .  They p re s e n t ed h i m  w i t h  a 
t i red o l d  Savo i a  Marchett i . and , after a br ief  checkout on the s t range i ns t rument panel . he 
took off .  Thi rty mi nutes l ater , he  was back .  The p l a ne was too o l d and asthmat i c .  

H e  craw l ed out  of the  Savo i a  Marchett i ,  and a group of Ruman i an fl i ers , sympathet i c  to  
h i s  p l a n ,  t r i ed to  conso l e h im .  Among these was C apt Bazu Cantacuz i no , commandi n g  off i ce r 
of a pursu i t  group outfi tted w i th  ME-109Gs . 

C a pt a i n C a ntacuzi no offered to  take Co lone l  Gunn  back to I t al y ,  provi ded t he  Ameri can 
cou l d  fit i nto the rad i o  compartment of a Mes serschmi t t . 

Wi t h i n  a few mi n u t e s , an adequate fac s imi l e  of the  Un i ted States f l ag  was pai nted on  
the  German p l a ne . The  Co l onel was fol ded i nto the  f u se l a ge and  t h e  p a n e l  a g a i n s c r ewed 
i nt o  p l ace . As the  Mes serschmi t t  took off from Bucharest , Co lone l  Gunn  hoped the  Ruman i a n  
ace was comp l ete ly converted to  t he  Al l i ed cau s e ,  b u t  there was nothi ng  to do b u t  sweat  i t  
o u t .  

Two h o u r s  l at e r ,  a s  t h e  s u n  was sett i ng beh i nd t he  l ow h i l l s of I t al y ,  Co l one l  Gunn 1 s 
home fi e l d was start l ed to see an ME - 1 09G g l i d e i n  t o  l a n d . I t  t ax i ed u p ,  a n d  AAF men 
s u r rounded i t .  

Capta i n Cantacu z i no th rew back the hood . 
" I  h ave  somebody here you 1 1 1  be g l ad to see , "  the  Ruman i an dramat i cal l y  announced . He  

then as ked for a s crewd r i ver  and removed the  panel . 
A s o l d i er  cri ed ,  1

1 Look at those G I  s hoes comi ng  o u t ! 11 

Co l o n e l  G u n n  h u r r i ed t o  B r i g Gen  C ha r l e s  B o r n , d i r e c to r  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and they 
qui c k ly  worked out a p l an to rescue the men from Ruman i a .  

T he  fi r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e i r  p l a n was to e n s u re that the  ai rdrome outs i de Bucharest was 
sti l l  s afe for evacuati on and to s ta rt the  pr i s o n e rs t oward  t h e i r r e n dez vo u s  po i n t . I f  
t h i s went  off succe s sfu l l y ,  i t  was to mes h  w i th  the maj o r  f i e l d order . The fi rst phase of 
th i s  operat i on began when s ome P-51s  t ook off to make s u re th i ngs were st i l l  safe . C aptai n 
C a n t a c u z i n o  f l ew o ne  of  t h e s e  fi g hters--and f l ew i t  perfect l y .  They found the  Bucharest 
ai rdrome safe,  and the  s i gna l  was sent for the second phase of the  operat ion  to begi n .  

I mmed i at e l y , s e v e r a l  B - 1 7 s , h e a v i l y  e s c o rt ed by P - 5 l s , f l ew  a r e s c u e  pa rty i nto 
Bucharest . Th i s  party cons i sted of h i g h  off i c i a l s who  k new  t h e  Ruma n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  a nd  
mi l i t a ry b ac k g rou nd , headed by Co l  George Krai g h e r ,  of  headquarters , MAAF . The  Ameri cans 
met w i th  the neces sary Rumani an offi ci a l s ,  and then the mai n o pe rat i on began . 

B a c k  i n  I t a l y ,  g r o u n d  c rews  had  wo r k e d  day a n d  n i g h t  o u t f i t t i n g  F o r t re sses  wi th  
speci al  racks for carry i ng passengers i n  the bomb bay s .  Several p l a ne s  were  e q u i p ped  for  
l i tte r  cases , s i nce it  was known that some of  the pri soners of  war were i n  hos p i ta l s around 
Buchares t .  

By t h e  t i me t h e s e  p l a n e s  were  ready t o  l eave I ta ly , the  rescue party had rounded up  
hundreds of  Ameri can ai rmen in  Bucharest . They were t ra ns ported to  the ai rdrome and  l i ned 
u p  a r o u n d  t h e  p e r i me ter  of the f i e l d i n  groups of twenty at i nterva l s of 1 50 feet . There 
t hey wa i ted for the  B-17 s .  

T he  f i r s t  s i ght  of Ame ri can p l anes was a fl i ght  of P -5 1 s  wh ich  swept i n  and gave t hem 
a royal buzz . Then the f i g h t e r s  c l i mbed u p  o ve r  t h e  fi e l d  a n d  began  c i r c l i n g for  t h e  
Fortresses t o  come i n .  

T h e  bombe rs  arri ved and tax i ed t o  the  fi rst  grou p .  Twenty Ameri cans spr i nted out  and 
tumb l ed i nto the B- 17 . Another Fortress fo l l owed and pi cked up the next grou p .  T h ey came 
i n  t h ree  wa v e s , at  o n e - h o u r  i n t e r va l s ,  c u tt i n g t h e i r e n g i n e s  b u t  t e n  mi nutes between 
l andi ng  and take-off.  

I n  the fi rst  wave were two p l anes which carri ed med i c a l  supp l i es and L t  Co l  Wi l l i am R .  
Lov e l ace  a n d  Maj o r  R aymond J .  B e a l , i n  c h a r g e  of e v a c u at i n g  t h e  woun ded . T h e s e  two 
offi cers s pent a hect i c  three hours gatheri ng  up  pat i ents and transport i ng them back to the 
ai rdrome i n  t i me to  make the  l as t  wave . 
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I n  a l l .  n i nety-e ight  wounded ai rmen were among the  1 166 men taken o u t  of  Bucharest i n  
the fi rst two days of the  rescue . O n  t h e  t h i rd d ay ,  t h e  l a s t  rema i n i n g  Amer i c a n s , a nd  
t h o s e  who  had a r ra n ged  for  the  e v a c u a t i o n ,  were  f l own  o u t . I n  t he  t h ree days of  the  
o pe r at i o n ,  t h e r e  wa s  no  man i n  I t a l y  mo re p l e a s ed t h a n  Maj Gen  N a t h a n  F .  Twi n i n g ,  
comma nd i n g general of the  F i fteenth A i r Force , and no  one watched the  ret u rn i ng men u n l oad 
w i t h  g reater s at i s fact i on .  

" T h a n k  God you ' re back , 11 he to l d t hem as they stepped out  upon the i r ai rfi e l d  agai n .  
11 We sweated you out a l ong t i me . 11 

A s  for  t h e  men ,  some k i s sed the ground ; others kept s hak i ng hands w i th  everybody , and 
gr i n n i n g  at thei r comrades ; whi l e  some were too overcome by emoti on to s ay or  do a nyth i n g .  

And  t h e  men who fl ew the  500 sort i es of the  mai n operat ion?  ONe Fortress p i l ot spoke 
for a l l  of t hem : " I ' d  l i ke to  do  i t  e v e ry day , 11 he s a i d .  H e  g u l ped s l i g h t l y ,  but h e  
was n ' t  embarrassed . " D i d  you see the  l ook  on the  faces of those guys when they stepped out  
on  our  fi e l d ?  t hat made it  the  best mi s s i on I ever  fl ew . "  

From AIR FORCE DIARY, edited by James H .  Straube] and published by Simon and Schuster . 
Copyright 1947,  by Army Air Forces Aid Society . 
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1 5 t h  AAF I N  I TALY -- More t h an 1 ,000 j u b i l ant AAF combat crewmen j u s t  evacuated from 
RUMAN I A  Th ursday and F r i d ay poured out of the be l l i es of 15 th AAF B-17  F l y i ng Fortresses , 
onto a sun- baked I t al i an a i rdrome and  were  i mmed i at e l y  swept  i nt o  a w h i r l  o f  e q u a l l y  
e x c i ted  news  p h o t o g r aphers , war correspondent s ,  i nterrogators , h i gh-rank i ng off i cers  and 
surpri sed by- standers . 

T h e  c rewme n ,  s ome h e l d  p r i s o n e r  f or more t h an a year swarmed onto the  runways i n  
hordes , dres sed i n  mot l ey u n i forms , s ome w i t h l o n g  b e ard s ,  b u t  a l l  i n  a p p are n t l y  good 
h e a l t h ,  a nd  u n a b l e  to f i nd words  to e xp r es s  t he i r  re l i ef i n  once ag ai n be i ng on A l l i ed 
so i l .  

Some s p o r t ed German h e l met s ,  German and Ruman i an offi cer u n i forms , l o ng  and wi cked 
l oo k i n g  kni ves , fancy bel ts and scarves , co l orfu l  s h i r ts and pants . 

One sergeant , for some unknown reason , h ad l ugged a comp l ete German f i e l d  mach i n e  gun 
throughout h i s  trave l s .  

Another was c arry i ng two u nopened cases of German h and grenades . 
Ruman i an c i g arettes , wh i c h they purchased i n  pr i s on c amp canteen s ,  were thrown to the 

ground or g i ven  to curi ous  s o l d i e r s ,  and cases of Amer i c an c i g arettes were opene d ,  eager ly  
de l ved i nto  and rap i d l y  smoked . I t  was t he  f i r s t  Amer i c an c i g ar e t t e  t h ey h ad smo k ed i n  
many a mon t h .  

A 1 5 t h  AAF i n t e l l i g e n c e  off i ce r , h a nd l i n g  t h e  i nterrogat i on o f  the retur n i ng men ,  
br i efed a l l on j u s t  what was to h appen now that they were back i n  A l l i ed h ands . 

" F i r s t off , you ' l l  a l l get a bath , "  was the f i r s t  s t atement , and i t  was greeted w i th 
thu nderous cheers . 

"Nex t ,  you ' l l  get de- l oused . "  Fo l l owed more cheer i n g .  
The who l e  a irdrome shook  when the  i nte l l i ge n c e  off i ce r  s a i d :  " A n d  after  we f i n i s h 

these other th i n g s ,  you ' l l  be sent home . "  
W hen  t h o u g h t s  were  c o l l ected , the men re l axed . The trucks  were wai t i ng to  t ake  the 

men off to recept i o n  centers for the i r bath and de- l ou s i n g .  A thousand d i fferent  s t or i e s  
of adventure , h ardsh i p s ,  thr i l l s and confi nement began t o  unfo l d .  

2 n d  L t .  R obert Buckwal ter , 1489 Locust Street ,  P a saden a,  C a l i f . , B-17  n av i g ator , who 
went down over PLOETS I i n  May, s a i d :  1 1 I c an ' t  te l l  anyone g l ad I am to be free a g a i n ,  a nd  
I d o n ' t  be l i eve any person i n  the  wor l d  who  h adn ' t  h ad a s i mi l ar exper i enc� c an even  know 
how much i t means to  u s .  The cond i t i on s  weren ' t  too bad over there,  but s t i l l ,  t h ere ' s a 
f e e l i ng o f  u n cert ai n ty ,  l o ne l i ness , home- s i ckness and fut i l i ty that makes you l i e  awake 
n i ght s  wai t i ng for the war to end or for such a day as t h i s . "  

M o s t  o f  t h e  men  s a i d  t h at t h e i r l i v i ng cond i t i on s  and food were not as bad as they 
f i rst  thought they wou l d  be . 
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Men who  went down over R uman i an t argets dur i n g  the f i rst  PLOESTI l ow- l eve l  att ack  of 
August 1 ,  1 943 , and other s up i nto  May, 1944 , found cond i t i ons  q u i t e  poor u nt i l  t h e  g r e at 
a s s au l t  o n  the PLOESTI f i e l ds opened up  and new crewmen were com ing  i nto  the camps almost 
every wee k .  

Prev i ou s  t o  t hat t i me ,  the Ruman i ans were rather unprepared . The food h ad been poor , 
treatment h ad been harsh at t imes, an d l i v i n g con d i t i o n s  were  n o t  a l l t hey m i g h t  h av e  
been .  

L ater on , a l though t he  Ruman i ans thems e l ves d i d  n ot  h ave any too l arge a food supp ly ,  
the mea l s  of t he  pri soners p i c ked up  i n  q u a l i ty and q uant i ty .  

Tech n i c a l  Sergeant Robert J .  Mhoon , 2510 R i vers i de Dr i ve ,  Houston , Texas , B-17  r a? i o  
operator ,  who went down over PLOESTI i n  June,  s ai d : 11 We h ad good c o t s  t o  s l eep  o n ,  w i t h 
s t r aw- f i l l ed  matre s s e s . W h i l e  we were t here, the weather was warm and we each h ad one 
b l anket, j u st enough to keep u s  comfort ab l e  at n i g h t . M o s t  of  t h e  foo d was of a l �c a l  
type , n o t  much meat , but enough t o  keep u s  f i l l ed u p .  Some o f  t h e  g u ards cou l d  b e  br i bed 
and they ' d  br i ng us Strega w i n e .  Our c amp, on t h e  who l e ,  was  p r e t ty goo d . Howeve r ,  I 
understand a few of the boys i n  other camps nearby s uffered from mal nutr i t i o n . "  . 

1 s t  L t .  M arv i n  L orber , 7 0  B r u n sw i c k  Bou l evard , Buffa l o ,  N . Y . ,  8-17  bombard i er ,  who 
went down over P LOETS I i n  the l atter part of Apr i l ,  s ai d :  " S i nce most of the offi cers were 
p a i d a l i t t l e  e ac h  mon t h , o u r  food was pretty goo d . We u n de r s tood  t�e _ en l i sted men 
weren ' t  d o i ng so we l l ,  so we got up a fund , put some pressure on the author 1 t 1 e s ,  and h ad 

better meal s prepared for the men .  Most of u s  suffered from verm i n  of one type or another 
and the de- l o u se i ng process the Ruman i ans  put us through d i dn ' t  seem to _ do us any goo� . �  

R uman i an  s o l d i e r s  g u arded al l the i nc l osures the Amer i c ans occup i e d .  A few Br1 t 1 s h  
and Russ i an so l d i ers were i n  the s ame camps . E very now a n d  t h e n  German  o f f i cers  wou l d  
c arry o u t  an i n t e r ro g at i o n of  the men ,  and a few were sent to Germany for i nvest i g at i on 
then returned to the Ruman i an c amps .  

S t aff Sergeant John E .  G aghan , 968 Madi son Avenue , P atterson , N . J . ,_ 8-17  ta i l gunner , 
who went down over PLOETSI i n  Apri l ,  sa i d : 11Al l he l l  broke l oo se  t h e  n i g h t  o f  A u g u s t  2 3  
when  o u r  R uman i an g u ar d s i n formed u s  that Ruman i a  h ad c ap i t u l ated . That n i ght a n  extra 
heavy g uard was thrown around the a r e a ,  b u t  the n e x t  morn i n g  the g at e s  and d oors  w�re 
t h rown w i d e open an d we were a l l owed to go any p l ace we wanted t o .  Many of the Ruman i an 
c i v i l i ans  c ame to  the area br i n g i ng me l on s ,  wi n e ,  b r e ad an d other  types  of food to  u s .  
About  t h a t  t i me t h e  Germans c ame over i n  the ir  Stukas and s t arted to bomb BUCHAREST and 
our c amp was l oc;ted j ust  outs i de the c i ty.  We h i t  the  d i r t and  s c u r r i ed _ f o r  o u r  fo�
h o l e s . Some o f  the  boys  went  i nt o  t h e  c i ty w ith  the R umani ans  and went i nto  l arge a i r  
ra i d s he l ters w i th i n  the c i ty . "  

M o s t  o f  t h e  men  i n  t h e  c amps h ad often watched Amer i can p l anes come over to att ack  
PLOETSI o i l  f i e l d s du r i ng d ayl i ght . 

S t aff S ergean t  E dwar d J .  H e i n ,  5304 South Artes i an Avenue ,  Ch i c ago , I l l . ,  Fortress 
l eft w a i st g unner , who went down on one of the ear ly  m i s s i ons to  PLOEST I ,  s ai d :  " W h e n  _ the  
w i nd was  b l owi ng our  way, we  cou l d hear the  bombs exp l od i ng around P LOETS I .  Lots of  t ,m�s 
we were scared , espec i a l l y  when the smoke  screen was heavy an� the . boys up  above c o u l �n t 
see the t arget . A few bombs fe l l i n  our area once,  but I don t t h i nk  anyone was hurt . . 

The men reported the Ruman i ans  made a concerted  effort  t o  s ee  t h at proper med i c a l  
c a re  was prov i ded for a l l personne l .  R uman i an med i ca l  s upp l i �s seeme� to be l ow ,  but the 
Amer i c ans  rece i ved the s ame type of med i c a l  treatment as Ru�an 1 an _ so l d i er s .  There  was  a 
hospi t a l  nearby where the men cou l d  report i f  bothered by m i nor a i l ments and cou l d  be hos-
p i t al i zed for l engthy treatment . . . . . . . 

A few of  t h e  crewmen spent al l the i r  t i me i n  the hosp 1 t � l  �1 th ser 1 ou�  1 nJ u r i es and 
were al so evacuate d .  Hot showers  were prov i ded twi ce a week w 1 t h 1 n  the hosp i t al area ,  and 
there was a l so a regu l ar de- l o u se i n g  per i od s .  

S t aff  S ergean t  R u f u s  W .  Marshal l ,  1 703 South 3th  Street , Abi l ene , Texas , B-17  r i gh t  
wa i s t  gunner,  sa i d : 11 I n  o ur  c amp, we were respons i b l e  for t he  c l e an l i ness of  t he  area ,  and 
s i n ce  we d i d n ' t  h av e  anyth i n g e l se to do, d i d  our utmost to keep i t  s p i c k  and span . We 
h ad enough soap and water to k eep  t h e  rooms  s c r u b bed  down  and  p o l i c e d  t h e  a rea  q u i t e  
often . We h ad n o  work  to  d o ,  and spent most of the t ime c l ean i n g ,  t a l k i ng ,  and foo l i ng 
around . Our t i me was our own , so  we u s ua l l y  s l ept l ate . At f i rs t ,  a l l we h ad i n  the l i ne 
of recreat i on was b asketba l l and vo l l eyba l l .  L ater on,  we org an i zed tournaments among the 
dorm i tor i es and even h ad a c ard tou r n ame n t . S h or t l y  before  we l ef t  t h e  R uman i ans  h ad 

opened  u p  a l i br ary and were b u i l d i n g u p  a s t o c k  of  Amer i c a n  boo k s  prov i de d  by t he 

- /.J -
Ruman i an B l ue Cro s s .  S i nce i t  took at l e ast four months to  get an an swer to  o u r  l e t ter s  
s e n t  home , o n l y  a few  o f  u s  rece i ved ma i l .  We were a l l owed to wr i te to our re l at i ves  
t hrough Red Cross channe l s ,  but the  l et ters h ad to go  through so many censorsh i p  c h an n e l s  
t hey were d e l ayed q u i t e a wh i l e .  We h ad a sma l l c anteen the R uman i ans opened up  w i t h i n  
the encampment and cou l d  b u y  a f ew t o i l e t art i c l e s ,  c i g are t te s  and o t h er n e c e s s i t i e s  
t here . S i nce  w e  were not pa i d  whi l e  impr i soned , we h ad t o  se l l our c l othes , jewe l ry and 

other tr i nkets to the g uards  i n  order to  get c ash for c i g ar e t t e s .  A few of t h e  f e l l ows  
wh i t t l ed out l i tt l e  gee-gaws for s a l e ,  to make some extra  spend i ng money. Most  of us wore 
the s ame un i forms a l l the t i me we were i n  c amp, those we c ame down i n .  Those men who h a d  
l o s t  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  were  i s s u e d  Ruman i an Army u n i form pants and s h i rt s .  T h e  day o f  the 
cap i tu l at i on ,  I managed to get out of the camp area and down i nto the c i ty of  BUCHAR E S T .  
The Ruman i an s  seemed very h appy t o  h ave a few Amer i cans o n  the streets .  

"One b i g ,  b u r ly  fe l l ow c ame u p  t o  wa l k  bes i de me d own t h e  s t reet  t o  an a i r  r a i d 

she l ter and s a i d  he was honored to  be a l l owed to wal k w i th  an Amer i can . 
" BUCHAREST was pretty we l l  torn u p .  At f i rs t ,  the RAF i n  i t s n i g h t  a t t a c k s  c au se d  

h eavy d amag e ,  b u t  after  t h e  c a p i t u l at i o n ,  t h e  German d i ve�bombers cons i sten t l y  h ammered 

the c i ty ,  wrec k i ng b u i l d i ng after b u i l d i n g .  T he  Ruman i an s  were  fr i g h tened  d ur i ng t h e  
German att ac k s , n a t u r a l l y , b u t  one man to l d me h e  was g l ad i t  was the Germans th i s  t ime 
i nstead of the A l l i es ,  because he was mad at the German s ,  and j us t  cou l dn ' t  get arou nd t o  
be i ng mad a t  the A l l i es . 11 

Major  W i l l i am H .  Y eager , J r . ,  Hebronv i l l e ,  Texas , B-24 p i l ot ,  who went down i n  the 
f i rst l ow- l evel  PLOESTI attack from b ases i n  the M i d d l e  E ast  August 1 ,  194 3 ,  was i n  charge 
of  the AAF combat crewmen i n  t h e  c amps  u nt i l  L t .  Co l .  J ames A. Gunn , I I I ,  Ke l seyv i l l e ,  
C a l . ,  another 8-24 p i l ot ,  was forced to bai l out  August 19 over the PLOESTI are a .  

L t .  Co l .  G u n n  b e c ame t h e  h i g h e s t  r a n k i n g off i cer  i n  t h e  c amp areas , and assumed 
command of the Amer i can pri soners . 

L ater , when  Ruman i a  c ap i t u l ated , Co l .  Gunn ,  upon l i berat i on ,  was taken by a Ruman i an 
ace f i ghter p i l ot i n  a ME- 1 09 to h i s  8-24 base i n  I t a l y  where he made a l l arran gemen t s  to  
c arry o ut  t he  evacuat i on .  Co l .  Gunn d i d not return to Ruman i a  w i th  the Fortresses p i c k i ng 
up  the other crewmen .  He s a i d : 11 I have no des i re to go back there,  because I d i d n ' t  c ar e  
for the p 1 ace at a 1 1 .  11 

I n s t e ad , C o l . Gunn ai ded i n  the arrangements for the operat i o n ,  and then was o n  h and 
at the I ta l i an f i e l d  to greet the i n com i ng crewmen . 

S t art i n g w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  o f  p l anes  i n ,  the crewmen made a bee- l i ne for Co l . 
Gunn , grabbed h im ,  pounded h im on the back ,  shook h ands and t hanked h i m  for arr ang i n g t h e  
l i b e r at i on .  C o l .  G u n n  stood a l l the i nterv i ews , congratu l at i ons , news-ree l s ,  etc . ,  then 
escaped the crowd by sneak i n g  away i n  a jeep to h ·i s  b i l l et ,  where he cou l d rest and t h i n k  
the who l e  t h i ng over . 

Major  Y e ag e r ,  a s h or t , r e d - h e ad ed and  freck l ed off i cer , l ooked i n  good hea l th  and 
s a i d :  " I  t h i n k  most of the boys rece i ved decent enough tre atment w h i l e  pr i soner s .  Some 
h ad i t  b ad ,  others h ad i t  good , i t  al l depended on where they were and who was i n  charge . 
We who were there for such a l ong t i me are espec i a l l y  thankful  to be back . "  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n l o ad i ng from the p l anes i n  I t a l y ,  Major Yeager kept a f ather l y  eye 
on al l the men , check i ng those who l imped to  see what h ad h appened , see i ng that t h ey were 
wel l taken c are of i mmed i ate ly ,  and ye l l i ng ' he l l o '  to a l l the fr iend s he made over t here . 

. L � .  C o l . W i l l i am P .  L i t ton , S h aw ,  M i s s i s s i pp i , former command i ng off i cer of a L i ght-
n i ng f 1 ghte; group,  who went do�n over Ruman i a  severa l  weeks ago , a l so showed up among the 
evacuee s .  He was t o l d  u pon arr i v a l  t h at he h ad been promoted to a fu l l co l on e l  mak i ng the 
return doub l y  we l come . 

C o l .  L_i t t o n ' s  w i f e and two c h i l dren l i ve at 623 West M u l berry Avenue San Anton i o  
Tex ?s .  H e  1 s _ one o f  t�e  most decorated p i l ots i n  the Med i terranean t h e a ter :  h o l d i ng th� 
Leg 1 0� of Mer i t �  the _ S 1 l ver Star w i t h  Oak Leaf C l u ster , the D i s t i ng u i shed F l y i ng Cross and 

the A i r  MEda l  w i th  n i ne O ak Leaf C l u sters . The co l one l  l ed the d ar i n g l ow- l e v e l  f i  h t e r  
bomber attack on the Ro�ano-Amer i cano o i l refi nery at P LOESTI on J u n e  1 0 .  

g 

. C apt . F � oyd I .  Rob , �so n ,  8-24 p i l ot ,  of 1 4 1 7  N o r t h  L a  S a l l e  S t reet  I n d i a n a po l i s  
I �d , an a ,  s a i d : " I  rece i ve d  an  Amer i c a n  F l ag t h r o u g h  t h e  Ame r i can Rel cross food and 
c i garette �ack s .  I kept i t  unt i l peace was dec l ared on August 23 and t h e n  f l ew' i t  u n d er  
the  R uma n i an f} ag over  our  p r i s on  b u i l d i n g  w h i l e  H E - l l l ' s  were overhead . The  German 
at tack on the c i ty st �rted at noon and p a t tern  bombe d t h e  t own . I t h e n  t oo k  t h e  f l ag 
down . Many of the pri soners found refuge i n  town after the bombi ng . "  

r 
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San Antonian in  Cagl iari Raid 
Laments No Fighters to Fight JlJ AMocla ted Preu 

• . Telling of the great blow. at 
Cagllari, an American pilot said: . ''.lf there was anything we did not. hit then it must have been burled." "I saw thousands of bombs . bursting," said another. �'.They seemed to be exploding on every bit of the harbor." .) Any hopes the Axis might have entertained ot using Cagliari as the base for a "Dunkerque" evacuation of divisions now enclosed in a great Allied trap apparently were wiped out by the concentrated assault of the Fortresses, 
which hit five merchant ships ·anc1 21 · smaller craft, damaged or 
destroyed 7.1 enemy planes on the 
ground and in ·the air. and spread 
acres of fire across the city's port 
area. Not a Fortress or an escort· ing Lightning fighter was lost from the raid-adequate proof of the All!es' control of the air over 1'fori.h Africa and the Meuitena· nean. 

·.ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA, April 1.-Uni· 
ted States airmen told todav of 
the war's greatest Fortress raid, In which nearly 100 of the fourmotored bombers blasted the Sar· ! dinian port of Cagliari, and one 
said "I'll bet the Italians are still I In the air raid shelters.'' · Sgt. E. J. Werner of Port Hu· ron, Mich., made the observation 
about the air raid shelters. · '."I saw thousands of bombs bursting," he said. "They seemed to be exploding on every bit of , 
the parbor." . I Lt. George Ludolph, a bombar· 
dler from St. Paul Park, :'.\!inn., I 
who loosed bomhs on the hu_ge I .Decimomannu Airfield, said he I 
had been on 33 sorties and the 

I Cagliari attack was "the ever." best I Ever:v one of the Fortresses and their Lightning escort return· ed to base, whereas 14 enemy fighter·s were shot down and �7 other planes were smashed on the ground. 

Nearly 100 Flying Fortresses, 
the greatest force of the big fourmotored bombers ever massed for a war operation, bashed the important Axis supply base at C&gllari on Sardinia yesterday, �riously' crippling its usefulness to the enemy, while swarms of other American and British planes 
turned Rommel's retreat up the eastern : Tunisian �t .into a nightmare of destruction. 

A 1oreign correspondent in North Africa mentioned in a dis• 
patch last week that he met the crew of a Plying Forti-ess known as "Cotton Eyed Joe II" which had Just come back from the Palermo 
area. The pilot, he wrote, was Lt. Charles B. Cove� 227 West 
Lµ.llwood, San Antonio, and the tail gunner was Staff Sgt. George T. McCluskey of Corrigan, Tex. Crewmen of a !<�lying ·Fortress for!llalion lecl by Col. l•'ay n. llp· grove of Tucson, Ariz., and Lt. Col. Leroy A. Rainey of 230 North Dr., San Antonio, Tex., were disappointed hecause they found no enemy fi_ghters to shoot at. ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA, April 5 (JP) .-U. S. Flying Fortresses smashed Naples in the greatest raid of the war against that Tyrrhenian sea supply port Sunday •. it was announced today. 

\ Nearly 100 of · the four· 
U.S. Fortresses Again Raid :!i.�:�. ;::�:es�� n!:�x · tle's Northwest A f r i c a n 
Continent; Paris, Naples Hit ! :�:!���n��y �tt�:n���ew��: 1 the raid on Naples, the first i against the base from French f North African bases. 

<Contlnni,d From Pnge ll I chased them away from their tar-gets and shot down five Messer· Portland, Maine; Col. Fay R. Uu· · schmitts. · t�)'·ove of Rew, ea,., and Lt. Col. O. . Quick of Salt Lake City, By Associated Prees Utah. Allied flyers have rail.led Naples, Syracuse and Salerno and caused Fightei· oppo;;ition was weak great damage in the . .  first two and the majol"ity of the almost cities, an Italian communique five score ·bomber crews saw no broadcast by tht Rome radio and sign of enemy aircraft. Of the recorded by the Associated Press few which did challenge the For- said today. tresses, a number were damaged. The bulletin reported 221 per· Large clear patches in the cloudy sky .over Naples enabled sons were killed and 387 inju1·ed the bombardiers to llne up the in Naples, a major supply port on the Tyrrhenian Sea. targets accurately, observers sale!, The communique said actlv.lty and huge clouds of smoke quickly in Tunisia was confined to lim· bil lowed up from the objectives. ited artillery Lluels and patrol ex· . Of the 21 ships damaged in the cursions. harbor, three were liners. Bomb Both p11hlic arnl private build· bursts were reported to have cov- ings in Napleo; and Syracuse were ered the Capodichlno airflcld. hard hit by the Allied raiders, the com1nuni<1ue sairl. 

. Naples had been raided five times by Liberators from the Middle East, hut sources here said Sunday's attack was four times as ilea vy as any of the prev 1uus · forays and all planes returned safely. · : lt was officially announced that · 1 21 ships were hit in the harbor .
1 
of that Axis supply port, as well as three submarines, a floating dock and a cluster of small ves• ; sels. Explosives loosed by the j Fortresses l)it 21 aircraft parked 1 on the Capodichino airfield near' by. , Nearly 200 tons of bombs were · dropped in 15 minutes. I Three format10ns of F'ortres.;es made the Naples raid. They were led by Col. Stanley J. Donovan of 
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7 J an 4 5  I TALY 
Publ ished Weekly by the Special Service Section, Hq , 99th Bomb Group (H) 

99TH GETS NEW STAFF OFFICERS 
New Leader From F amous 1 9th Group 

Dur ing the  past  week m an y  o f  t h e  former execut ives of the 99th have left the group 
either from transfer or comp l et e d  m i s s i ons  so  t h a t  r e p l acements were necessary  at Hq . 
C o l onel  L AU E R  i s  aw a i t i n g  a t r i p  to the USA . Our new Commanding Officer , Lieut . Colonel 
RAYMENT V. SCHWANBECK , came to us from the 463rd Bomb Group . Col Schwanbeck was a former 
1 9t h  Bomb Group s q u adron  Commander o f  South P ac i fi c  fame . As  Deputy C . O . , repl acing 
Colone l GLASSFORD ,  is Major ALLAN N .  SCHROEDER of the 347th Squadron ,  beginning h i s  second  
tour o f  duty by  staying on  with us . 

I n  the  Operat ions Office Captain P AUL FRANK L I N ,  formerly Assistant S-3 , has succeeded 
L t .  Col BAER , now on his way home . His new assistant is Lt .  W I L L I AM J .  BRAK[ of the  4 1 6 t h  
Squadron . Captain HENRY R .  HOWELL , J R . , repl aced Captain ALBERT BEALS as Group Bombardier , 
and L t .  HARRY B .  JOHNSON became the Group Mickey Oper ator . Both o f  the  l at t e r  men ar e 
former 41 6th Officers . 

347TH LEADS IN  WAR BOND DRIVE 
T h e  9 9 t h  Bomb G r oup  c o n t r ibuted  n e ar l y  $ 1 1 , 000 . 00 to the Sixth War Loan during the 

month of Decembe r .  O f  this  t o t a l , over  $ 8 , 00 0 . 0 0 c ame from t h e  347th  Squadron . The  
campaigning of Capt Stusser and Sgt Horvath , who are l argely responsib l e  for the success o f  
the drive in their squadron ,  should b e  a n  example to al l other units in  t h e  Group . Don ' t  
l et up .  Whether there ' s  a drive or not , War Bonds are always a safe investment . 

HOSP I TAL OPENS 
An i n f irmary h as been op ened at Group  Headquarters  area for the care of D"Sick in 

Quarters" c ases . Bearing in mind that these men are s ick and t h at medicat ions are very  
necessary , v isiting hours wil l be  as fol lows : 

I llegible 

COL . LAUER ' S  FAREWELL 
" I t  is with  a deep feeling of regret that 1 leave the 99th Group . I can say with al l 

sincer ity that in my twenty years service in the Air  Corps never  h a v e  I enj oyed  s e r v i c e  
w i t h  any u n i t  a s  I have  that  o f  the 9 9th . T h e  loyalty and devoted service that you have 
given me during the period of my command of the group has been all that any m an could  ask 
for . 

" We have  dealt many hard blows to the Axis that wil l live in the history of this war . 
On l y  through the hard work o f  all members of the command has this been possibl e .  I wish t o  
thank  especial l y  the members o f  ground crews for their untir ing efforts i n  maintaining our 
aircraft so excellent l y .  It may be o f  interest t o  them t o  know that during my operational  
t our  never  did  1 have an early  return due to  mechanical failure nor never did I have to  as 
much as feather an engine on any mission . This speaks for itself as to the  high  standard  
of maintenance practiced within the  group. No one could ask for more .  

'' I wish  you  continued success i n  your operations and know that you wi l l  give your new 
commander the same fine cooperation that you h ave accorded me . "  

USAFI REPORT 

FORD J .  LAUER , 
Col ,  Air Corps . 

Men in the  99th  are becoming  more and more educat ion minded . During the last two 
months of ' 44 over 40 percent of the year ' s  total USAF I appl ications were processed through 
t h e  S p e c i a l  Service  Office . I n  individual squadron enrol l ments the 347th leads - l argely 

due to the wil l ing help of S/Sgt Whitley . T/Sgt Warne r ,  o f  the 4 1 6th , is well on the road 
to putting his squadron above the 347th ' s  recor d .  Here are the s q u adron percentages o f  
total number o f  correspondence appl ications for 1 944 : 

I ll eg ible 

-- . 
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"FRAGS" 

346th 
T h e  week  started  o f f  s low and wound up with Abe Leyman fal l ing into a sewer . How he 

did it is a mystery since all we cou ld  get out o f  him  i s  t h at the  sewer r eminded h i m  o f  
F l int . • • .  E d  Nowacayk revealed himself to be an authority on the care o f  infants when he 
lectured childless Dick Stallmeyer the other night • . . .  B i l l Dinan , who l i ves in the 
t enement house distr ict of our Group , dropped in on Chuck Miller Tuesday night . Bill  came 
in a C lass A uniform thinking that one h ad to be formal t o  d r in k  at our b ar .  . . . Mr . 
Goldman made history Thursday night when he stayed awake for the reading of the Articles o f  
War . This Hurculean feat deserves a medal o r  at least an advancement t o  War r an t  O f ficer , 
( J unior  G r ad e ) . W i l l i s  M i l l e r  endeared himself  to one and all when he came up with the 
"real hot one" that rotation now starts after three years . Good old  W i l l  . . • •  Joe More 
and Mickey Silva both had 500 pound bombs bounced off their heads not so long ago . Joe and 
Mickey came out al l-right but the bombs had to be destroyed . . • .  Welcome to Major Raymond 
K ane , former S-3  O f ficer  o f  the  348th  who wil l  eventually repl ace L t .  Col . Wiper as our 
c . o .  

347th 
This week has been one with many changes in Staff Officers . Major Charles Katzenmeyer 

began his journey westward to the States and is succeeded by L t .  John  W .  P l ummer . M aj or 
John Hutton assumed command of the squadron repl acing Major Schroeder who has moved up to 
Deputy CO o f  the Group . . • •  Eight men o f  our squadron  st i l l  b e l i eve in  the o l d  adag e ,  
" N oth ing  ventured  nothing  g ained , "  and took  t h e  prel iminary  examination for a Warrant 
Officer appointment .  Seems like that ' s  the only way they can acquire  the  t it l e  o f  " Mr . "  
again • . • • T he  Communications Section  o f  the Squadron seems to have developed a common 
ailmen t .  The third man has gone to the hospital for a hernia operat i o n .  Congrats are in  
order to  Capt D . M .  Jones , squadron bombardier , on  his  promotion . Three cheers to al l of  us 
for surpassing all the rest of the squadron in the War Bond Drive . . • •  And added applause 
for topping  al l other squadrons in the number of USAFI courses taken during the past year . 
One t h ing  cert ain--when it ' s  a l l  over  the boys  in  the  347th  w i l l  go  home not o n l y  
wiser--but richer . 

348th 
T h e  announcement a few days  ago o f  Major  Kane ' s  transfer to the 346th was received 

with real regret by everyone who knew and worked with him while he was with the 348th . An 
overs eas veter an , ( h e  hasn ' t  seen the St at es since the fall of 1 941 ) ,  Major Kane has made 
an outstanding record as a pilot and more recentl y ,  as Operations Officer . I n  the  l at t e r  
c ap aci t y ,  h e  w i l l  go  down in  t his organization ' s  records as one o f  the best the squadron 
has ever had ; a man to be remembered long  w i t h  Maj o r  E l l i ot , M aj o r  Davis , and Capt ain 
B r ansom . But our  loss  i s  the  346th  g ain , and in  Captain  Hemph i l l  w e  h ave  an able  
successor . To  the new 346th C . O . , and the new 348th Operations Officer , the best o f  l uc k .  
• • •  Word  has reached our ears that one Master Sergeant is brooding because h e  never gets 
his name in the paper . Now, it ' s  not our policy to sl ight anyone in t h i s  column . So , t o  
k e e p  the  r e c o r d  str aight , w e  want i t  known that the 348th has a crew chief, who is short , 
d ark-hair ed , and h andsome . H i s  l ast  n ame begins with S by the way . A very exceptional 
person indeed ! ( How about lending me five bucks now ,  Arty? )  

4 1 6th 
A s t art l ing  examp l e  o f  the  t r ials  and t r i b u l at i ons o f  the " F A T  MAN . "  This story 

s t ar t s  with  a bellyache that poor Joey Sarniak had .  The medics tried to diagnose his c ase 
with an X-Ray but the machine was unable to penetrate the outer  w a l l  o f  his l arge  aching  
b el l y , ( abdomen to  t h e  e l it e ) . So  Joe  continues to  moan while he  diets religiously • . .  
. NOTES  F ROM HOME--Louie Kloniman lost no t ime upon his arrival in the U SA and s l ipped  the  
ring  on some  lucky  g ir l ' s  finger . Also M/Sgt Redse l .  Can you guess Pete Bezek ' s  grip if  
he  knew that they now  call  the little brown span i e l  t h at fl its  t h r o ugh  the area ,  BREAK?  
E x - C p l  Paul  Cole  is now a civilian back in his beloved California .  I hope he  successfull y  
passed  t h at r eorientation  course on civil ian et iquette before h e  sits down at the family 
t able .  What a vocabulary he developed around guys l ike me!  T/Sgt Howard  C arter  is s t i l l  
r ecouperating  at the  O ' R e i l l y  Gen . Hospital , Springfield , Mo . How about some o f  his old 
buddies dropping  him a l ine? T/Sgt Barthel  i s  a l so back in  c i v i es and wor k ing at an 
armament plant in Stanfor d ,  Conn . 

- 23 -
CHAPLAIN ' S  CORNER 

O n e  of t h e  best scenes in that really good mot ion picture , " The Human Comedy , "  
is that in which the l ittle boy Ulysses goes into the publ ic l ibrary . He  c an ' t  r e ad , but  
h e  l i kes t o  feel the  books  and smell  them . As  he  comes out , he sees a short-sighted old  
man peering at  the globe.  As  young Ulysses ( " L ittle Useless "  as  t h e  boys  c all h i m )  goes  
b y ,  h e  g i ves the g lobe a strong twirl and nearly gives the old  man a stroke of apoplexy . • 

T h at i s  j u st a picture . Y et it does suggest the real truth--that every one of us can 
g ive  the "globe a spin . "  There have been mult itudes o f  people who h ave reached out  and b y  
their l ives have helped the worl d  g o  forward . 

We  g i v e  the  worl d  a forward-moving whirl  when we furnish it , in ourselves , one p_ erson 
whose strength is avai lable for carrying forward the best welfare of the wor l d .  �e give it 
a beneficent spin when we touch helpfully another l i fe .  We give it a healthy spin when we 
add to that force of public opinion which is necessary for a j ust and l asting peace.  

T oo many short-sighted "old  men" are looking at  the wor l d  in  terms of loot . Tho�e who 
look at it in terms of brotherhood really g ive the old ball a big spin . Are you turning as 
the  earth turns , or are you  g i v ing the wor l d  a whirl in the right direction by your l�fe 
and thought? You can prepare yourself  for a place of power right now . Develop  your  m in d  
b y  reading and study , develop your character by discipl ine and worship . • • •  G I VE THE WORLD 
A SP I N ! !  

99TH ' S  AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
L t  F r an k  P .  L eone , Group  Awards and Decorations Officer , sums up the total from the 

time the 99th c ame into combat ( F ebruary 1 94 3 )  thru December 1 944 . HERE ' T I S :  

DSC • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  8 

Legion of Merit . • . • . • • . •  8 
Silver St ar • • . • • • . • • • • • •  30 
DFC • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  272 

Soldier ' s Medal • . • • • • • • •  49 
Bronze Star • • • • . . . • • • • • •  30 
Air Medal • . . • . . • • • • • • • • •  291 1 
OLC to Air Medal • • • • • • . •  1 1 , 4 5 1  
Purple Hear t .  • • • • • • • . • • •  352 
Unit Citation • • • . • • • • • . .  2 

HOSPI TAL S IDELIGHT 

A s i d e l ight  on the  recent opening of the Group Hospital was the admittance of T/Sgt 
Smith of Hq , S-1 . Sgt Smith was att acked  by a v i c ious animal  belongin� t o _ P �c Shi� ley  
F r eeman and  received  a s l ight  case  o f  b l ood poisoning in  the hand .  This  v icious animal 
which attached Smith is known as "E ight-Ball "  because of his ebony color ; he is a l l  of ten  
inches long from nose to  tail and stands almost six  inches from the ground to his  ears . It  
seems that a movement was underway to  get Smith a Purple Heart but it was changes t o  award  
the dog a medal for taking such heroic chances with his  own l i fe in  biting Sgt Smith . 

MONDAY , 8 J anuar y :  
"K ING OF T H E  COWBOYS" 

with TRI GGER and ROY ROGE� 
1 800 - 347th , 4 1 6th & Hq . 
2000 - 346th , 348th & Ord .  

WEDNESDAY , 1 0  January :  
"MAKE YOUR OWN BED" 

with JACK CARSON and JANE 
1 800 - 346th , 348th & Ord .  
2000 - 347th , 4 1 6th & Hq . 

MOVI E  SCHEDULE 
T HURSDAY , 1 1  January : 

"G .  I .  MOV I ES NO .  63" 
1 800 - One showing only 
Movie Weekly 
"Paramount News" 
" The T ruth About Ploesti" 
"Winter Sports Preview" 
"Army Navy Top E ast" 

WYMAN Bob Hope i� P aci fic 
Army Navy Screen Magazine #69 

"Japan ' s  West Point" 
" Three Feet in Heaven" 
"By Request" SA TUR DAY , 1 3  Januar y :  

Combat Bullet in #23 "STARS ON PARADE " 
with L YNN MER R I CK and L ARRY PARKS 

1 800 - 346 ,  348 , Ord ;  2000 - 347 41 6 ' ' Hq . 

------

J 
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SPORTS FOR SPORTS 

V o l l eyb a l l  T h ough b ad weather h as inter fered l at e l y ,  Headquarters  c an b o a s t  o f  a 
top-fl ight v o l ley  b a l l  t eam . Any squadron that doubts it can chal l enge Hq.  and find out 
for itse l f .  Contact Sp . Ser v .  office and we sha l l  organize  a g ame for the first  c l ear , 
non-muddy day . Or , if  you are very anxious to be beaten , Hq . wil l play you in the brie'.ing 
room . ( Come on you squadrons , let ' s  take Hq . down a peg ) .  Six men are all that ' s  required 
for a team . 

Ping Pong The ping pong tournament has finished its fi fth week of exciting play and is now 
coming down the  home stretch . L ast Friday , the 346th downed Ordnance 6 to _ 1 and ret a�ned 
their hold on first place. Headquarters , not to  be outdone, beat the 4 1 6th in a very t ight 
match ,  4 to 3 .  Lynn , Husen , Condit , Weisman , and L ow put up a great fight �ut the Hq . _ t�am 
j ust wouldn ' t  be beaten . With only two more weeks of play left , it looks l ike the deciding 
g ame wil l take place Jan.  1 9th when Hq . and the 346th meet .  Let ' s  not forget , however , the 
fine struggle for third place going on between O r d .  and t h e  3 4 7 t h . T h e  s t anding  of the  
teams at present is  as follows : 

w L PERC 
346 5 o 1 000 
Sq.  4 0 1 000 
Ord .  2 2 500 
347 2 2 500 
4 1 6  1 3 250 
348 1 4 200 
368  0 4 ODO 

INQUIRING REPORTER 

" What stands out from your visit to Rome? 

S/Sgt Vernon Adams : "The high cost o f  l ow living . "  

T/Sgt Rollin Michelson: " 1 he cultural spot s ;  art centers , Vatican City.  
I say • • •  I ' m married . "  

What the hell  can 

F /Sgt E g an : " I  enjoyed  seeing a l l  
Coliseum, St . Peter ' s  and St . Paul ' s .  
cultural s ide of life.  

the  f amo us  p l aces l i ke  the Cat acombs , P antheon , 
I spent practically all my time in R ome see ing t h e  

S g t  A l v in Wel l s :  "The church of  the Capuchin Fathers .  Bones o f  h�ndr:eds of pilgrimt w�re 
arranged into fancy decor at ions--chan d e l i er s ,  shelves , etc . G r inning s k u l l s ,  g owing 
finger s ,  shrunken chest-pl ates were all converted to a deep-moving theme which I intend to  
copy for my  post-war bedroom 

Gis  GET EXTENSION IN JOB APPLICATIONS 

Washington  ( CN S ) - -Congress  h as extended  the  period  d u r ing which an hono r a� l y  

discharged veteran o f  this war may apply for his  o l d  j o b  from 4 0  t o  9 0  d ay s .  S e l e c t i v e  

S e r v i c e  r egul at ions have made the time extension retroactive to cover a l l  me� who had_ been 

discharged wit h i n  t h e  90 d ay s  p r ior  to december 8 ,  1 94 4 ,  _ the  d at e  on wh ich P resid�nt 

Roosevelt  s igned  the  amendment effecting  the c h ange . D!sabled  v �t e r an� w�o require 

hospital ization fol lowing their discharges may apply for their f�rm�r J obs  within  9? days  

f o l l owing  completion o f  hospitalizat ion , providing they do  so  within a year of  leav ing the 

service. 

?????m , I OWA  ( CN S ) --W . W .  Lupton , a drug g i s t , r epor ted �h is notation at �he bott�m of a 

prescription from the ????? Hospital : " Tobacco cigarets [ sic] 2 0 .  Use as directed .  
P . S .  The prescription was filled .  
"HERE ' T IS"  Staff; Capt George D.  T rent , T/Sgt Joseph Warner , S/S�t Arthur White,  Sgt John 
McIntyre,  Sgt John Wiggins , Cpl Joe Corcoran , and P fc Allen Zwerdl rng . 

C N Servi· ce materi· a1 .  Re-publicat ion of  credited material "HERE  ' T I S" receives amp ewspaper 
prohibited without permission of CNS 205 , E .  42 St . ,  N . Y . C .  1 7 .  
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I TALY 14 Jan 45 
P ubl ished Weekly by the Specia l  Serv ice Sect ion, Hq . 99th Bomb Group (H). Vol . 1 1, 3 

FORMER LEGISLATOR-PUBLISHER-SOLDIER  
TO EXPLAIN BENE F I T S  OF  G I  B ILL  OF  

R IGHTS 

On fhursday evening,  1 8  January ,  immediately  fol lowing the G . I .  Movies , the provisions 
of the G . 1 .  Bil l of Rights wil l be reduced to language that the l ayman can underst and . The 
speaker  w i l l  be Mr . V i r g i l  E v ans , A R C ,  a former member of  the South Carolina Senate and 
Adjutant General for the State of Alabama .  Mr . E v an s  was a war  c o r respondent with  the  
German  Army b e fo r e  1 9 1 7 ,  and ,  after  U . S .  ent ry into  the  war ,  was commissioned in the 
I n fantry and l ater innured in France .  Mr . Evans says that the G . I .  B i l l  of R ights  is the  
most  momentous p i ece o f  "benefit" l egisl ation ever to come out  of  Congress .  Every man in 
the Army wi l l  be affected by it and owes it to h imsel f to l earn as much as possible  about 
the rights it affords him. 

"BASIC RADIO CODE" CLASS TO MEET  

C l ass i n  Basic R a d i o  C o d e  w i l l  meet Monday , Wednesday , a n d  Saturday beginning 1 5  
January . Classes wi l l  beheld  in the Group Radio Schoo l ,  Headquart ers , at 1 800 and 2000  
h o ur s . St udents  may attend either class , allowing them to  see the movie during the other 
period . These particular hours have b een chosen s o  that  men may c at ch m o v i e  t r ucks o r  
other transportation coming t o  Hq . The Motor Pool wi l l transport men back to  the squadrons 
i f  they  do not get a ride when the second show is out.  Anyone may attend . Get in on the 
first class and keep it up consistentl y .  Good facilities are availab l e !  

EX-Gis T D  GET BREAK 
LABOR LEADERS PROMISE 

London  ( C N S ) --Two of America ' s  top l abor leader s ,  here to begin preparations for the World 
Trade  Union Conference ,  issued statements of interest to serv icemen .  Said Sidney H i l l m an , 
representing  t h e  Congress o f  I nd u st r i al O r g an i z at ions . T h e r e  will be no post-war job 
wr angling between returning servicemen and civilians . 

S a i d  R . J .  Thomas , of the United Automobile Workers , C I O :  " I n  al l our contracts there 
are certain guar antees t h at s e r v i c e  men w i l l  r e t u r n  to their  o r ig i n a l  j obs . Any any 
returned soldier will  go to  the head of  the seniority l ist . "  

G I  JOB RIGHTS BACKED BY " "NAM" 

Washington ( CNS ) --A returning veteran is entitl ed to his old  j ob back , even i f  he displaces 
a man o f  g reater ab i l it y  or more  senior ity , t h e  legal  depar tment o f  t h e  N at i onal  
Association of Manufacturers holds . Language of the Selected Services Act clearly supports 
that premise,  the NAM l awyers say .  

LAFF ' O  THE WEEK 
France--Pvt Miko Brezowick received a package from home. It was l abeled "French Dressing . "  

" N o  one w o u l d  send F r ench d r e s s ing t o  a s o l dier  in  F r anc e , "  r e asoned Brezowick , 
opening the bottle .  " I t  must be  something alcoholic in  disguis e . "  

H e  gulped i t  down. 
It was French dressing . 

"FRAGS" 

HQ 
" T A I N '  T SAFE" • • . •  " I t  j ust ain ' t  s afe for a man around here anymore , "  is the statement 

issued recently by Master Sgt . William Bransch , of Hq . S-2 . R e ason for the  st atement i s  
t h i s : /\ c a l l  o f  n a t u r e  took  Bransch to the l ittle enclosure to the rear o f  the Hospital 
building where he calmly took care of the business at hand u n t i l  he heard  an embarrassed  
g asp  and scream .  L o oking  u p  h e  s aw two Red  Cross women depart around the earner o f  the 
hospital in great haste • • • •  interrupting their tour of inspection of the new hospital . 
• • a lso  interrupting  Br ansch . • . • Haven ' t  you found Hq . r ather quiet this last week? 
There seemed to be somethinq missing • • •  that one important inaredient t h at h e l ps make  
Hq . the  per fect p l ac e  to  l i v e  in . And  now we ' v e j ust  r ec e i v ed word  t h at we  shall be 
without  I T  for  some t ime.  Yes boy s ,  Cpl Joyce Dale is in the hospital . However,  our boy 
J o y c e  shows t h at in spite of sickness , the old brain is still  working . He picked Rome as 
the place to break down instead of coming back here where h e ' d  have  t o  be a r o om-mate t o  
Wiggins  and Dent . WARN I N G :  B e  c ar e fu l  o f  t h at monster dog in Sp . Ser v .  Office . He ' s  
ferocious ' 

17'' 
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347th 

We h ear  G ab l e ,  T ay l or ,  Power , et al are quaking in their boots because o f  the motion 
pictures t aken of Sgt APPOLLO  LUPST and his crew servicing their ship . ??????? ???? a l s o  
appeared  in it as re-fueler . Hasn ' t  that boy the most gorgeou s ,  divine dimples? • • • •  Our 
four potential "Misters , "  SW/Sgt Miller ,  S/SgtMadox ,  S/Sgt Goose and S/Sgt Whitley  c ame u p  
for  t h eir second hearing this week . Hope you make it fel l as . Should you hit China,  write 
and set my mind at ease . Vertical or horizontal? • • • •  A special note to Sgt Jerry Havel : 
Dear J err y ,  a new War Department circular # 2 3456 advocates driving g as trucks around holes , 
not into them . Something new everyday eh? • • • •  We hear that wedding bells are going t o  
ring for Cpl L averne Mercer . Just remember Bud , I ' m bigger than you are • . • •  Boy , wasn ' t  
t h at she l l acking we gave Hq . in ping pong the other night sweet? We ' d  like to remind you 
smal ler boys who are not r ugged enough to p l ay ping pong t h at y o u  now have  a chance t o  
r epresent  the squadron in the checker and chess tournament . Get in touch with Hunsberger , 
Cpl Mercer or your ' s  truly . By the way , the author o f  this col umn s t arting t o d ay is Sgt 
Jake Axelrod so start throwing the dirt around the squadron towards this direction . 

348th 

Just when we were beginning to wonder if they were ever coming back ,  L t .  Raney and his 
crew r eturned from a five-weeks tour of Englan d .  They saw a l o t  of t h e  country  up  ther e ,  
for Lt Ramey ,  assisted by Lt Walsh , visited the various bomb groups giving lectures on some 
of the procedures used in this air force.  From what we ' ve h e ar d ,  t h e  8th  Air Force  boys  
l iv e  a l ife of  l u x u ry , wit h h ar d  surfaced roads , barracks and even interesting places to 
visit on a pass . A l s o ,  when n ature calls ther e ,  they do Not step outside of their tent , 
but have contraptions cal l ed l atrines . 

�-

What wit h r ain and mud and more rain , the best occupation l ast week was getting sack 
time . We ' r e  getting pretty good at t h at . E v en in the  s qu adron  area  it was a real  j ob 
get ting around . A t rip to the mess hall was full  o f  pit fal ls as more than one muddy G .  l .  
found out . Down by the motor pool , the fellows reported good fishing in Lake Bohomek . The 
r ain almost put the t ailor  shop  out of business , b ut Al ( I-can ' t-make-a-profit ) K ap l an 
managed to save the sewing machine and carry on.  

416th 
Snag T ooth Alvey h as finally got a refil l and that void in the front of his puss is no 

mor e .  Our famous bar opened l ast night with some good old f ashioned  Ame ric an l iquor  for  
s a l e . T h e  boys  who don ' t  care  t o  stand  short were buying four hookers at a clip .  Such 
hogs . .  hie ! 

O l d  man Gonz ales , t h e  aging Medico is now in his fortieth year o f  knock rummy . He 
started playing at the ripe old age of 9 .  Figure it out you Einsteins • . . •  

L O V E R  S I MP SON returned  t o  us from R ome as a conquering hero . For six days al l the 
boys in the mess hal l wore ear mu ffs to el ude his t ails of " femmes de joi ! " 

Question I ' d  l ike  t o  h a v e  answered : Why does Cpl spend so much time in the 
mess hall after finishing chow? 

Good  luck  t o  GRADY  A L LEN  and I AN ROBI NSON on their current attempt to land a Warrant 
Officer ' s  berth . 

O u r  able  cook DW I GH T  HE NDR I C K S  has certain l y  absorbed the course in cu linary dishes 
that he took at Bari. His e f forts  ar e b earing fruit in t h e  form of some r e a l l y  tasty  
camouflaged dishes . 

C O R P O R A L  ( T he  boy Dinan was hunting s o  eagerly in the deck o f  t h e  EDMUND B )  
is now an employee o f  the Power T ur ret boss RALPH SLONE . However , it seems that R a l p h  h as 
no trouble finding him when he needs him , CAP I SH? 

CHAPLAIN ' S  CORNER 
A man opened an office in a New England town and hung up his shing l e  reading : 

"A  SURE CURE. FOR T HE BLUE.S" 
. � eopl e fl ocked in a�d poured  �u t  t h eir troubles , and when they  h ad finished ,  he 
rnv �riably handed _them a l ittle box with these instructions printed on it : "Do not open  
until  overcome with  a s e v e r e  att ack of  the  b l ues  depression o r  bor edom Sure cur e 
inside . "  

' ' ' 

When the  p atient opened the  l it t l e  box  he  found a perscription inside folded up to 
imit at e a powder capsule ,  and read these words : 

"When you find yourse1 f getting blue,  
So met hinq for some bod" P 1 se ,  go  do . "  
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l t  was crude  poet r y ,  b u t  f i n e  phil osophy for l i fe .  T h e  w ay to g e t  r id o f  y o u r  
troubles is t o  help someone else get :rid o f  his . Y o u  can al ways  find  someone who needs 
your friend l i ness and help .  Offer it freel y ,  without expecting thanks,  and you ' l l forget 
your b l ues an d find a strange peace and satisfaction in its place . . . •  G I VE l f  A TRY ! 

CHURCH SCHEDULE 
Catho lic :  Sunday Mass 
0900 ,  1 600 ,  1 830 
Wed . & Friday : 1 830 

Protestant : Sunday 
0800-347 ,  0845-0rd .  09 30-348th 
1 0 1 5-4 1 6th,  1 1 00- 346th , 1 830-Hq . 

"PERSONAL ITIES ON PARADE" 

Most o f  us weren ' t  too h ap p y  when the  gov ernment knocked  at our  do �:r s  and said , 

" Greatings . "  But how wou l d  you fee l if y o u  knew y o u  were in the  army by mist ake? Ask 

" P O P "  H O L L AND o v e r  in the 348th PX--he'  s the No.  1 examp l e  of what happens when the draft 

board qums up the works .  
lt  was a fine sp r ing day in ' 4 2  when the postman stopped at the Hol l and home in St . 

Paul , Minn. and gave  Pop  the  w e l l  known env e l o p e . " T o E v er et t  M .  Hol land , "  it s aid , 
" G r eetings . "  And so ,  after getting thirty days to straighten up his affai:rs , Pop took off 
for Ft .  Snelling . When he got there , they  were ex amining Wacs , so Pop hung around for  
three day s .  His turn finally came and despite his 4 4  years , he passed t h e  physical and was 
in . 

He  h ad been working for a mil k comp any in St . P a u l , and his foreman was also the 
ch airman of his draft boar d .  A few days after he was drafted , Pop put on his new u niform 
and went o v e r  the company to get his final pay . There the foreman saw him. "Good Lor d , "  
he crie d ,  "What are you doing in uniform?" . "You ought to know" said Pop , "You sent 
me t h e  notic e . "  , , "Why , we didn ' t  want you , "  the foreman exc laimed ,  "WE MEANT T O  
DRAFT YOUR SON ! "  

An t h at ' s  what h a d  happene d .  Po p ' s  son , Dennis , was 2 3 ,  j ust ripe for draft board 
pickinq .  The chairman of the board knew Pop and his son , but  not the  l att e r ' s  n am e .  So 
when the notice went out , Pop ; s  name was on it , and nobody found out until it was too late ! 
Six months l ater Dennis was drafted and is now a sergeant fighting in the Philip pines wit h 
MacArthur . 

Pop thinks he ' s  the oldest  drafted man in the 1 5th Air Force , but is wil ling to l isten 
to other claims .  He ' s  been with  the 99th since it was organized . Most o f  the time with 
the 346th ,  now in the 348th .  

Dennis has one more stripe now than his dad , but that ' s  O . K .  with Pop . "Stripes or no 
stripes , "  he says , " I ' ll do the rank pulling when we get home. 

Sgt . McIntyre 

MOVIE  SCHEDULE 
MONDAY 1 5  JANUARY 

" H I  BEAU T I FUL"  MAR THA O ' DR I SCOLL 
1 800-347th , 4 1 6th & Hq .  

WEDNESDAY 17  JANUARY 
" GASL IGHT"  INGRID BERGMAN , C .  BOYER 
1 800-346th ,  348th & Ord,  
200-347th , 4 1 6th & H q .  

T HURSDAY 1 8  JANUARY 
" G .  I .  MOV IES  NO ,  62"  
1 800-0ne showing only 

Movie Weekly 
" News of the Day" 
" C l ar k ' s  Negro Troops in Action" 
"RAF BJ ast a Nazi Convoy" 
"Nation Mourns Wil lkie ' s  Death" 
"Grid T hril ler of the Week" 
" C ardinals Win Pennant of 1 944" 
"Minstrel Days" 
" T his is America" 
"Age of Flight" 

" Combat Bulletin /122"  

T HURSDAY 1 8  JANUARY 
" G .  I .  Bl  LL OF R I GHTS IN S I MPLE TE RMS" 

Talk by Mr . Virgil Evans , AR·C , 
l n  the Briefing Room fol lowing the movies . 

SATURDAY 20  JANUARY 
"MOONL IGHT AND CAC TUS" 

With the ANDREWS SJSTERS 
1 800-346th , 348th ,  Ord .  
2000-347th , 4 1 6th , Hq .  
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economy . J apanese industry is the greatest in the Or ient . lts  castration would 
pl ace th e burden of reconstruction there on the Anglo-American n ations and wo u l d  
be furth e r uneconomic becaus e J apan wo u l d  l ose  h e r only practicable means o f  
mak ing repar ations . Control l ing t h e  importatio n o f  s t r at e gic  r aw mat e r i al s  t o  
adv ance t h e s e  e nds  will  insur e against future J apanese aggression , for without 
col onies ,  Japan must depend on world tr ade to wage war . 

" U l t imat e l y ,  discussion o f  t h e t r e atment accord e d J ap an h i n ges on the  
structure of  the world secur ity org an i z ation . H o wev e r ,  the  s o lution  l ies  not 
o n l y  i n making  J a pan imp otent t o wage war but e qu a l l y  in  cr e ating a healthy 
re�ional economy which prec l udes the desire for territorial expansion . "  

HQ & 346TH  CO-CHAMPS 

L as t  F r iday  evening , th e 346th ping po ng team j ourneyed to H q .  to play the final game 
in the tournamen t .  Before a capacity crowd , Hq .  took the match 4 t o 3 and thereby cr e at e d 
a t i e for first  pl ace . L t  Mul l i s ,  Speci al Service Officer ,  pres ented a beauti ful l ayer 
cake with chocol at e and vani ll a icing to the Capt ains of the teams . The match was one full. 
o f e x c i t eme n t an d was not decid ed unt i l  the v ery l ast shot .  This Thursday evening , H q .  
wi l l  play at the 346th in  a post-tournament game t o  decide the sole holder of fi rst  p l ace . 
Details of the game and final standings of the teams will be found on the sports page . 

SOLDIER SHOW SERIES 

As  a foll o w t h r u  from  the recent Sold i e r Show C o n fe r enc e , each s quadr o n i s  n ow 
organizing its own ent ertainment uni t .  Productions by each unit will be staged on the 20th 
o f  February  and then  rot ated  weekly  amon g a l l  squ ad r o n s .  I f  you  c an h e l p ,  contact 
346th-Cpl Corcoran ; 347th-Sqt Axe lrod; 348th-Sgt Be uchema ; 4 1 6th-Cpl Morrow. 

"FRAGS" 

346 
L OU I E  L E V I N SON i s n ow l i ving in a house-boat .  He and HERBI E  KELLAR make a fine duet on " R I VER  STAY WAY FROM MY DOOR . "  Speaking of Louie , he played to standing r oom the  o t he r m orning  with  h i s  spr e ad o f  ham and eggs . • • •  T h i s mud coming down from the 4 1 6th has PAPPY WER ING  considering the pogo stick business . • • •  Is it abs o l u t e l y  nece ssary  for a c e r t ai n s quadron to use a s iren at H-hour? Dinan ,  Warner ,  etc.  must be sound sleepers ( as i f  the S imon Mattress Co . didn ' t  know ) .  Seems that I ngrid Bergman ' s  appear ance in GASL I G H T  has  th e b o y s  roaming ar o und i n a fog . N o t  me , I ' m a l l  righ t . ga ,  g a ,  g a !  That bedroom scene • •  oh my aching • • • .  JACK F IELDS is being called Heathcliffe these l ast few days because o f h is resemblance to a certain comic strip char acter • • • •  CAP T HUGHES cl aims the health o f the squadron is up 74% since the bar closed .  Wurst , P o rt e r , P r i e s t l y  and R y an have j ust discovered that water is drinkable . 

347 
A new face has been added t o the  perso nnel  o f  Sqd . Suppl y .  Cp l .  J o j o  Germane transferred in from operat ions . No  more  swe at i ng out air-r aids eh  Joe?  The  h ei ght o f  s ometh i ng or other  w as reached by "PAPPY" WARD the other night .  A fter writ ing a fourteen page letter to a girl back home , he started to address the envelope AND FORGOT HER  NAME . •  • •  What ' s  this  we hear about Cpl Alva "PCP" Rosser , our beloved mail room orderly taking in the strip-tonsor at San Spir ito three t imes? he looked sort o f  peaked and drawn when he  r et urned  • • • •  S/Sgt  Larry Hastings found out that the  only thing troubl ing h is heart is someon e cal led Rita Ann . • • •  Bring on your ping-pong and checker pl ayers  s ay Sgt Gordon  Hunsburger  and  Cp l .  John Aggolin .  We  may h ave finished third in this last tournament but watch our smoke in the next one . As for checkers , I won ' t  say much , but we have sleepers . j  348th 
The  348th  L i ne almo st  s t opped funct ioning  one d ay .l ast w ee k  when "COLORADO JOHN" WANCZYK failed to make H-hour . For most guys this wouldn ' t  be unusu a l ,  but  it  seems t h at t h i s  was the  first  t ime i n  2 1  months  t h at J o hn  w as n ' t  o n  the  l in e  when h i s ship  was sche duled for a mission .  As a matter of fact , h i s  abs enc e w as n ' t  noticed  at first , but  John got conscience stricken and came down to confess his  sin . 

r 
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When the  news o f W arsaw ' s  fal l  came through l a�t wee k ,  S/Sgt MOR R I S  FLAM _ grabbed his 
red pencil and made a bee-line for the situation map in S-2 .  _ Not _ that the map is e

�
er 

�
e

�
y 

far b eh i n d · in  fact , we hear that one day Morrie went to bring it up to dat e _ and oun . e 

was already ' a day ahead of E isenhower .  But it does look g oo d  t o  see t h o s e l in es drawing 
closer and closer to Berlin . 

416th 
b d . t thei-W h at a c om i c a l  and yet p at h et i c sight it is to see some o f o ur . oys wa mg 

d 
o

to th�  inundated tents after the l ast downpour.  The sirocco in A f_r i_c a  was mild  comp are -· b l  t h  h E DD I E  WA T K I N S  t h e  R i s ing Sun , T e x an l on gho.L n  i s  m i se r a  e we a  er e r e . ' 
t t k i the  

· · 
t · ia  the -o x -oute W i t h  a b i t  o f  l uck  h e c an ge o ss co�temp_l at rng ma ri�ony v p 

... 
y 

M ... / S G T  
.
L E S T E R  " HAYSEED"  HAMAN N ,  our  top Line Chie f ,  bride  i n  about th.Lee  years  • •  · • . . H .  1 · t ·  " N O  returned from his sojourn at L e c c e ,  a b i tter , d i s i l lus ioned m an .  is  co mp . ai� t � to WOMEN  II N I CK S M I D C HOFSK I e nvisions a rosy future as a sports prom�ter upon h�s ... e u_ ... 

t
n
h

. • 
· · · l f · th th f damentals by minor promotions w i i n  civilian life H e  i s  acquainting h imse w i  e un 

T HOM th t h e  Squ adr o n ·  on al l  sportin g event s . • • • Shock ing . they  t e l l  me but J I MMY 
Wh t ' . 1 1 Bombsight Wiz ard took a shot of r_ eal ha_ rd l iquor a fortnight ag o ·  F o r S h ame ! a w i  

MORGAN M I L L S  our cul inary specialist the folks back h ome think of their staid James . · • • , 
1 f st il l  carries the torch for t h at l o v e l y  nymph fr o m S ioux  City · I h ad the P easur e 0 

seeing her . What a dish ! CHARL I E  CRAWFORD is typical o f that o l d  adage : " Too heavy for 
l ight work and to o  l ight for heavy work . "  

H
q Sgt  Wiggin  our P R O  m an i s  v acat ioning i n the hospita� so we h aven ' t  too much 

�
�r

� about events at Headquarters .  What ' s  wrong with h im? The medics haven ' t  been able to _ in 

ut  as yet  but it  loo k s  l i ke R ipley might have to shell up that 1 0 , 000 bucks he promis�d 
�or the first case o f  this sort . We do have t o  admire _ Sgt Casey and Buck Warman for t h e i r  
g e neros it y .  By th e i r  unsel fish  donat ion s  at the nightly poker games , they have 

�
a
t

le
� m an ,  H • men t o  make first  payments  on post-war homes . L t . Mars� a l l  and C �p - -

- - o � s�Capt L - - k  and L t .  Marshall  ( mil itary courtesy )  have been showing the off1�ers _ the 
fine 

p
art o f t aking in big pot s .  Some men grab, some do i t  shyly?  but those t�o 

�
o 1 t

b 
J

�
S

� r i gh t--nonchalantly  • • • •  Did  y o u know t h at the  art-work  1n the paper 1s one Y g 
K arschayak--swel l  j ob too . 

CHAPLAIN ' S  CORNER 

I want to p as s  o n t o you a Confession _ o f  Faith wr�tten by K athleen Norris ,  novelist , 
· · · M d -inted in Reader ' s  Digest : original l y  printed 1n True Confessions agazine an rep... . t f " Sh e  was a sm a l l  g i r l  o f  s i x  who want e d som eth ing prepos erous  o r  

Christmas--perhaps i t  was 5 0  doll ars--and got one instead. Her father ,  who knew 
of these p r ay er s , t e ased her about it .  "Ev idently God didn ' t  hear you ,  Sarah . 
He didn ' t  answer you did He? 

. . " He did  h e ar me and H e  answered me . "  said Sarah , contentedly play ing with 
the one doll she did get . " He answered ,  ' No ' . "  . . . We humans have got things so mixed up through centuries o f  stu�id1ty and s�n , t��t th

� answer often has to be "no . "  The amusing thing is that the answer 1s so o '.ten Yes , . t h  a 
despite our blinder s ,  l ight does creep through and j oy and peace not of this world  fill our 
hearts . 

' d shall receive . "  "come unto me all ye that " Th e  great  promise sounds on .  ' Ask an ye 
f l abor and are heavy l aden, and I will give you rest . "  " I f  you would have any good thing o 

m Father , believe and it shall be given unto you . "  . y 
" This is the experience of thous ands of h umble folk  who�e ra�1antly content,, fac e s • • 

tell  you the story o f  fait h .  They have found God and cherish H im as a F ather . 
h t  

• 
When you find yourself  in need of help,  o f  courage ,  of strength t o be wh at you  oug 

to be , try  prayer . I t  helps . 
Chaplain Harold Whitlock 
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WELL KNOWN "CHARACTERS" 
or 

HOW THEY GOT THAT WAY 

T h e  sky  was overcast , the  wind  how l e d ,  the  town o f  Terre  Haute shuddered and 1 26 
virgins went into hiding "PAPPY" WARD was being born . ,  T hat was a day that T erre  Haute 
w i l l  never forget , not l i v e  down • • . .  At the tender age of o n e ,  he  l e ft there for 
Paragould ,  Ark.  He says it  was rather tough traveling  as  he  had to  d r ive  a twelve  m u l e  
team ( Das ev idence , l isten to his vocabulary ) and h e  wasn ' t  fully grown yet . H e  took his 
first drink at the age of two--and he h asn ' t  stopped  s ince  • . . •  I n  1 9 3 5  he moved t o  
Peor i a ,  I l l .  He got  a tremendous send-off from the populace o f  Paragould .  T hey were al l 
out waving at him--with clubs  • • • •  Prior to entering the army , his occupation was . •  well 
anyway , he was a c iv i l ian . I f  I called him a bar-fly he might sue. He entered the army 
June  5 ,  1 942  and after  basic  t r aining , r adio  schoo l ,  3 1 2 s a l oons and  1 0 9  houses o f  
i l l - fame ,  h e  final l y  r e ached the 247th Sqd . at Sioux Cit y .  ln I taly , he has appeared in 
two group shows , "Carame l l i  Carnival" and "Corn on the  Cob " .  He p r oved t o  b e  a r iot in  
both . How  could  he miss  with  a kisser  l ike  that?  • • • •  At present , he is one of  our 
�elephone operators . Tho you hear a p l easant , cheer ful  voice  answer you  at Notar y , it  
isn ' t  our  "Pappy . "  On  his  days off when he  visits our fair town of  Foggia,  l itt le  children 
run after him and yel l ,  "Pappy , Pappy" . They aren ' t  far wrong. Gentlemen ,  I give you  P v t  
Paul S .  "Pappy" Ward ,  the pride of  the 347th .  

Sgt . Axelrod 

MOVIE SCHEDULE 
MONDAY 22 JANUARY:  1 800-347th , 4 1 6 ,  Hq 

"SOLDIER  S TORY" with 
GEORGE SANDERS and L INDA DARNELL 

2000-346 ,  348 , Ord 

WEDNESDAY 24 JANUARY : 1 800-346 , 348 , Ord 
"MR WINKLE GOES TO WAR" with 

EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
2000-347 , 4 1 6 ,  Hq 

THURSDAY 26 JANUARY : 1 800-0NE SHOW 
"G .  I .  MDV IES N O .  83"  

SATURDAY 26 JANUARY : 
"MASK OF ?????" with 

PETER LORRE & SIDNEY GREENSTREET 
1 800-347th ,  4 1 6th , Hq 
2000-346th,  348th,  Ord .  

"Sports for Sports" 

Ping Pong : Except for a l ittle matter of  a playoff game to decide the sole holder of  first 
place,  the ping pong tournament has come to an end .  It ' s  been a stimul ating contest , f u l l  
o f  suspense , surpr ises  and  l aughter . T h e  4 - 3  g ame between H q .  and  O r d . still has us 
twitching nervously ; the beating Ord .  took from the 348th was probably  the biggest upset ; 
and �ndoubtedly  the _ l oudest l augh goes to BiJ lmaier of the 346th when he begged Berman ' s  
forgiveness for shooting over an ace .  With twice  as  many g ames scheduled for the  next  
tournament , starting Feb .  9th ,  we ' re looking forward to  twice as much excitement .  

L ast Friday , the 41 6th captured fourth place  by beating  Or d .  40 3 .  The  doubles  set  
p�ovided the he�rt s�imu iant for the evening. Over at Hq . in  the  championship match , Vest , 
Eidmarsh , and B1l lmaier won their s ingle sets and Rubinton and Zwerdl ing won their s .  Max 
Shap i r o ,  a dark horse , put up a great fight against Vest . Excitement ran high when the 
doub les set , the deciding factor ,  began . The 346th took the  first  g ame , Hq . the secon d .  
T he  third  game stood at 20- 1 9 ,  the crowd was hushed, the tense players volleyed the ball 
back and forth and then Zwerdling hit the ball into the net , it cl imbed the top , hes i t ated  
there  and  then dropped over  to  win  the  g ame , set , and  match , thereby t ieing for first 
place .  This Tuesday , a payoff game wil.l be played at the 346th .  F inal team standings : 
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w L PERC 
346 5 T 833 
Hq. 5 1 833 
347 4 2 666 
4 1 6  3 3 500 
348 2 4 333 
Ord 2 4 333  
368 0 6 ODO 

INQUIRING REPORTER 

"Why do you keep pin-ups?" 

S/SGT JOE MARSHALL : To pass away the t ime . I keep busy putting my pin-ups up , taking them 

down , putting them up,  t ak ing them down . Keeps your mind occupied . 

SGT . FRANC I S  PUPPA : I t  helps me dream of  pleasant things . I sleep all  through the night 

so anything that happens is natural . 

SGT . ALPERT :  My p in-ups have a diversionary affect . I look at my tent-mates and then at 

the pin-ups and the contr ast is remarkabl e .  

SGT . A . P .  WILSON : They have a very soothing effect upon my • • .  soul . 

S/SGT LOUIE L IBUTE I :  They help keep out the draughts . 

FREE C IGARS 

F o r  the  best question  o f  the  week , sent into Sp . Serv . ,  the sender will receive one 

c igar . A s im i l ar p r ize  wil l go for any poem , j o ke , car toon , or " ch ar acter "  sketch  

submitted. Originals of  course. 

ANNOUNCING : USO Unit No.  432 . " T IMES SQUARE , "  Fr iday , 2 February .  1 430 Hrs .  

T he  l ine to  the  mess h a l l  at each meal  is  as  long as ever , for  though a few 
combat men finished  their  tour  o f  duty and left for the  St ates , three  new c rews were 
assigned to  us . T h e  election  for O f ficers  of  the  new E n l isted Men ' s  club was held on 
January 1 9th and the following were elected to positions named :  

T /Sgt Dav id W .  Cree • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . • • • . • . . . . . • • . • • •  President 
Cpl Lennie Joyce . . . • • • • . • . . • . . . . • . • . . . • . . • . . • . • . . . . .  Vice-president 
T/Sgt L loyd G .  Loudemilk • . . • • • • • • • . • . . • • . . . . • • • . . . . .  Secretary-Treasurer 
Sgt Jacob Axelrod • . . . • • • • • • . . . • • • . • • . . • • • • • . . • • • . . • •  Chairman of Enter

tainment Comm. 
Sgt Victor Bebee • . • . . • • . • . • . . . . • • . • . • • . • . . . . . . . . . • . .  Chairman of House 

Commmittee 
The club hasn ' t  opened or been named yet but is expected to be completed the ear ly  part o f  
F ebruary . 

T he  month ended with  pay call and the usual pay day games that fol low after the 
first six men are paid. The cluster to the group Unit Citation was distributed dur ing pay 
call . 

H ighl ight ing a l l  other events during the month of March was the 99th ' s  participation 
in the long-range mission to Berlin on March 24th , made by F ly ing  F o r t r esses  o f  the  5th  
Wing of  the  1 5 th  A i r  F o r c e .  O n  t h i s  record-breaking mission , the longest-range mission 
ever flown in the air war over Europ e ,  26 B - 1 7 s  o f  this  group  dropped  1 26 one-thousand 
pound bombs on the  D a im l e r  Benz  T ank Wor ks . R eturning  crew members reported that the 
target area was "wel l hit . "  Six Me 262s  and Me 1 09 s  were engaged  by the group  on this  
miss ing , the  first  enemy a i rcraft , in  s t rengt h ,  engaged by the 99th in  the last three 
months of operations . F ive planes received major damage and a l ike number returned with  a 
number o f  minor flak  h o l es .  No enemy aircraft were c l aimed . A spec i a l  message was 
received from Generals Spaatz and Eaker , commending all who took  part  in the  mission for 
the excellent results of this record bombing . 

I 
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D u r ing March ,  the following awards and decorations were made in the group: one Silver Star ; 28 Dist inguished Fly ing Crosses ; three Bron z e  Star s ;  1 9 8 A i r  Medals ;  5 8 8  Oak L e a f  C l u sters  t o  t h e  A i r  Meda l ;  a n d  1 6  P u r p l e  Hearts . These presentations brought the total number of awards and decorations within the group since the 99th ' s  entrance into combat two y ears  ago to almost 1 7 , 0 0 0 .  A presentation ceremony was held on the 20th of March ,  with Brig.  Gen . Charles W .  L awrence ,  Commanding the 99th Wing , making the awards .  
On  the  1 s t of  March , one o f ficer and six  enlisted men of the  detachment of the 1 2th Weather Squadron were attached to Group Headquarters for administrat ion . 
Captain Wi ll iam J .  Br ake left March 1 st for the 5th Army front , where he spent a week .  T he  visit was made under the Air  Force-- lnfantry  exchange  p r ogram , designed  t o  ac quaint  both  b ranches with  l i fe i n  the  other ' s  b r anch . On  h i s  return , Capt ain Brake brought Captain Lee W .  Zane, of the 338th Infantry Regiment of the 85th Division , who remained for  seven  days  as guest  o f  the o fficers at  Group Headquarters . During his  stay here [ he ]  was ab le to fly in a B-1 7 , and acquaint himself  with the condit ions under  which airmen l i v e .  He made several lectures to various groups about life and activity i n  the l n fantry . 
O n  March 1 2 t h ,  Maj or  A l l en Sch roeder was promoted to Lt Colonel , and was later made Group Deputy Commanding Officer .  Capt P au l  F r an k l i n  succeeded h i m  as Group  Operations  O f ficer . The  former Deputy  C .  0 . ,  Lt  Colonel dale Anderson , became commanding officer of the 4 1 6th Bombardment Squadron,  o f  this group. 
W a r  Bond sales  in t h e  347th  reached  a new h i gh early  in March ,  when Captain l arry Stusse r ,  squadron adjutant , sponsored  a pay-day  d r i v e  to outsell  a l l  other squadrons . Although he was successful in sell ing nearly $9000 worth o f  bonds , he redoubled h is efforts by bringing out three USO girls who offered to give a kiss to every man who step ped up and b o ught  a bon d .  T h i s  little show sold $2000 more in bonds , and the 347th set a record for March which far surpasses that ever made by any other squadron in the group . 
On  March  1 8 t h ,  the  347th  Bomb ardment Squadron  P X  was b r oken into and the robbers escaped with  the e n t i r e  week ' s  r ation  o f  c ig aret tes , soap , and chewing g u m .  A n  investigation fol lowed.  
A l l  e n l i s t e d  men were  issued the new b a t t l e  j ackets  on March 1 9 ,  and turned their blouses in to supply unit s .  
" L ight  F an t ast ic , "  a USO  s h o w  featuring  t h e  Chinese  "Kim Loo" Sisters , played two performances at Group Headquarters theater , with record attendance ,  on the  night  o f  March  20th . The  f o l 1 owing  day s e v e r a l  members  of  the  c ast  spent  the  day as  guests  o f  Headquarters personnel . 
O f ficers  o f  the  348th  Bomb Sq uadron celebrated the grand opening of their new club , one o f  the finest in the group . The c l u b  i s  housed  i n  a b u i l ding which  w as or iginal l y  intended for conversion o f  l iving quarter s .  
O n  M a r c h  2 6 ,  a i r p l an e  number 0 1 5 ,  o f  the  4 1 6 t h , compl e t e d  i t s  1 05th mission over targets in Europe. 
T h e  g r oup compl eted two years o f  operations on 31 March . The first mission was flown against �ardinia on 31 March ,  1 943 and a total  o f  3 7 2  miss ions h a v e  been fl own b y  t h i s  g r o u p  since  t h at day . T argets  have  b e e n  bombed in  A f r i c a ,  A us t r i a ,  B u l q ar i a ,  Czechoslovakia , Germany , France,  Greece , Hungary , Italy , Poland , Rumania ,  Sardinia ,  Sici l y ,  and Y ugo s l a v i a .  T h e  group  h a s  t wice  been c i t e d  as  a Distinguished  Un i t .  The  f i r s t  c it ation  was awarded  on the basis o f  a mission against Bergini , Sicily , Airdrome i n  July , 1 94 3 .  The group has dropp e d  2 4 , 00 0  tons  o f  bombs on enemy t ar g e t s  and h av e  made over  1 0 ,000 sort ies during the two years . 

Medical Histor y ,  99th Bomb Gp ( H ) , 1 January 1 945 - 3 1  March 1 94 5 .  
T h roughout t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  group  h as fl own 48  combat sorties . This represents 1 470 

aircraft sort ies of 1 4700 man sorties . During t h e  p e r i o d  the  fo l l owing casualties  wer e 
experienced: 

Missing in Action 
Wounded in Action 
K il led in Action 
Returned 
Total Battle  Casualty 
Frost Bite 
Total Casualties 

71 - 47?o 
43 - 3090 

0 - 0090 
1 o - D7?o 

1 24 - B4?o 
9 - 06?0 

1 33 - 9D?o 
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THREE HUNDRED FORTY SIXTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 

Office of the Operations Officer 
( LOADING LIST ) 

5 July  1 9 4 3  

SUBJECT :  Combat Crews on  Today ' s  M i s sion 
TO : Commanding Officer , 9 9 th Bombardment Group ( H )  AAF 
B-1 7 F  # 3 1 3  Crew # 8  B-1 7 F  # 5 1 2  Crew # 7  
p Upthegrove , F . R .  Colonel P Blis s , Charles  R .  
CP Jackson , Malden M .  2nd Lt CP Larkin , Marion J .  
N Chaffin , Floyd E .  1 s t  L t  N Bansiak , Che s t e r  F .  
B Berni ch , Oswald L .  1 s t  Lt B Belvin ,  Will iam W .  
TT Danner ,  William C .  T/Sgt TT Delano , Edward J .  
WG C rawford , Alvin B .  T/Sgt WG Hamiltin , Emmett F .  
R Schauler  Vincent A .  T/Sgt R Cannellos , Robert F .  
BT Berrelle� , Jose  A .  S/Sgt BT Arter ,  William _ J .  
WG Foris s Alex ( NMI ) Sgt WG Cresser , Francis  G .  
TG Youngbiood , Guy A .  S/Sgt TG Hai d ,  Theordore R .  

B-17 # 0 1 2 9  Crew # 1  B-1 7 F  # 5 26 Crew # 4  
p Lippmann , Fritz  A .  1 s t  L t  P Aspergren , M  Cleo I .  
CP Fovinci , Frank J .  2nd Lt CP Fenne s s y ,  J . D . 
N Bankston , Ingrum W .  1 s t  L t  N Billingsl e y ,  Emerson T .  
B Anderson , John M .  2nd L t  B Garrett , Thomas H .  
TT Duncan , Noble  J r . , S/Sgt TT Turkington , Rus sell  T .  
WG Joyce , Robert E .  S/Sgt WG Tay lo r ,  Herbert W .  
R Battiat o ,  Sam ( NMI ) T/Sgt R Protto , Floyd E .  
BT Royse ,  Gene W .  S/Sgt BT Webe r ,  Harry A .  
WG Todd , John S .  S/Sgt WG Garne r ,  Edgar C .  
TG Pocius , Peter P .  S/Sgt TG Dare , Paul C .  

B- 1 7 F  # 3 1 2 9  Crew # 3  
P Ebbers , Howard W .  
CP Vernon , Warren H .  
N Aucht erlonie , Roy H .  
B Beenson , Roger E .  
TT Carpenter , Donald 
WG Kawozynski , Thomas 
R Piet ras , Edward J .  
BT Bodnar ,  Edward J .  
WG Heidel , Frank T .  
TG Bridges , Billy B .  
B-17F  # 3 4 4  Crew 39 
P Hugo , James R .  
CP Leakman , Henry E .  

F .  
J .  

N Burchinai , Robert L .  
B L i l l y ,  Thomas L .  
TT Briggs , John E .  
WG Bates , Harold J .  

Lt 
Lt 
L t  
Lt 

2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
2nd 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

F Satterle e ,  N . E .  

B- 1 7 F  # 4 7 7  Crew # 3 7  
P Mehew , Bill  R .  
CP Danieleck i ,  Ben jamin S .  
N Digiovanni , Anthony J .  
B Schneide r ,  Robert L .  
TT Williams , Herbert K .  
WG Brennan , J . R .  
R Harri s , J . E .  
BT Gyler , Emanuel ( NMI ) 
WG Gillis , F . D .  J r . , 
TG Duz enack , T . G .  

R 
BT 
WG 
TG 

Sherris , Sidney S .  
Trinosky , Verne E .  
Compton , Sam R .  
Wal lace , David 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 

Captain 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
Sgt 

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

.S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 



THREE HUNDRED FORTY SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR  FORCES 

Office of the Operations Officer  

B- 17F  # 3 0 3 8 4  Crew #1  
P Burrell , H . R .  
CP Thurman , W . E .  
N Abrams , J . B .  
B Hanse n ,  D . T .  
TT Murray , J . D .  
WG Long , K . A .  
R Sess i ons , A . G .  
BT May , E . P .  
WG Macchiaverna , J . J .  
TG Clem ,  A .  ( NMI ) Jr . ,  
B-1 7 F  # 2 9 4 7 3  Crew # 3  
P Shields , D . I .  
CP Humes ,  W . E .  
N Coleman , D . H .  
B Coz ine , A . B .  
TT Carlton , R . W .  
WG Crisler , S . I .  
R Shivley , A . W . 
BT Burkhardt ,  J . A .  
WG He rmann , I . L . 
TG Richard s o n ,  J . E .  

B-1 7 F  # 2 3 1 6 4  Crew # 5  
P Bankhead , H . B .  
CP Bruno , J . E .  
N Boyl e ,  J . A .  
B Gault , T . G .  
TT Florek , J . J .  
WG Gos selin ,  L . J .  
R Diethorn , George H .  
BT May , G . G .  
WG Hal l ,  M . E .  
TG Guerard , J . D .  
B-1 7 F  # 2 9 9 1 8  Crew # 7  
P Stuart , J . A .  
CP Hayes , J . J .  
N S le d ,  P . A .  
B Hawke , T . C .  
TT Pouliot , E . E .  

Captain 
Major 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt R 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 

( LOADING LIST)  

B- 1 7 F  # 2 9 4 8 0  Crew #2  
P Hager ,  J . S .  
CP Pixl e r ,  W . F .  
N Beaird , J . A .  
B Archambault , J . A .  
TT Canaday , C . N .  
WG Dorman , S . M .  
R Dunow,  F . A .  
BT Sibbett , G . A .  
WG Bogges s ,  K . R .  
TG Lemino , F . P .  

B- 1 7 F  # 5 7 6 9  Crew # 4  
P Covert , C . B .  
CP Craig , T . F .  
N Cook , J . E .  
B Barne y ,  W . W .  
TT Purnel l ,  J . E .  
WG Nas h ,  R . G .  
R Gars ide , T .  ( NMI ) 
BT Kowzan , J .  ( NMI ) 
WG Schultz , W . J .  
TG McCluskey , G . L . 
F Greenwaldt , W . E .  

B-1 7F  # 5 7 8 6  Crew #6  
P Moseley , F . G .  
CP LeBlond , R . E .  
N Luther , H . O .  
B Sadl e r , H . A .  
TT England , T . B .  
WG Siedl , R .  ( NM I )  
Born , W . J .  
BT Burkhardt , J . F .  
WG Brus t ,  W . B .  
TG K lug , H . H .  

WG Stedman , L . B .  
R Alley ,  N . A .  
BT Stanbro , W . D .  
WG Gregory,  D . F .  
TG P i z z a ,  G . J .  

5 July 1 9 4 3  

2nd Lt 
F/0 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

Captain 
1 s t  Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
S/Sgt 
Pvt 
Cpl 
T/Sgt 
Pvt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd L t  
T/Sgt 
Cpl  
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
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THREE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 

NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR  FORCES 
Office  of the Operations Officer  

B-1 7 R  # 42-29857  C rew # 1 9  
P Drake , J . H .  
CP Casto , Flake 
N Schoedinge r ,  V . F .  
B Cadge r ,  Edward J .  
E Campbell , Will iam 
AE Robin , Leo .  E .  
R Jackson , Edward J .  
AR Wo rthey , Emmett R .  
G Warme r ,  Benj amin F .  
G Mcge e ,  Carlton J .  
B-1 7 F  # 4 2- 2 9 4 9 2  Crew # 2 4  
P Graham , Cha rles M .  
CP  Garne r ,  Eldon R .  
N Dobmeyer , Paul F .  
B Schnel lbacher , R . E .  
E Finnegan , John s .  
AE Grantham , A l den 
R Shafran , Albert 
AR Ciovacco , James  A .  
G Edwards , Wal t e r  E .  
G Lloyd , Kenneth E .  

B-1 7 F  # 4 2-29483  Crew # 2 7  
P Davi s , Albert E .  
CP Ewoldt , Allen J .  
N Perry , Herbert 0 .  
B Shank , Vincent E .  
E Wi throw , John B .  
AE Huckabee , Allen B .  
R Fl eming , David O .  
AR Esposito , Frank N .  
G Mills , Robert M .  
G Logan , Carson E .  
F Tors s el l ,  N . E .  

B- 1 7 F  # 4 2-25388  Crew # 2 3  
P Samuelson , Stanley H .  
CP Caraberi s ,  John G .  
N Driscoll , Claire E .  
B Down , William C .  
E Sill s , Lawrence B .  
AE McCros san , Andrew W .  
R Matthews , Fleming G .  

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Cpl  

1 s t  Lt  
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 

( LOADING LIST) 
B-17F  # 4 2-25 8 4 2  Crew # 2 2  
P Davis , William C .  
CP Roh re r ,  G . W . 
N Chapman , Charles C .  
B Dunaway , James P .  
E Tipton , Leonard R .  
AE Haynes ,  FalveyG .  
R S isneros , Rudolph I .  
AR Creo , Robert H .  
G Youngblood , Rex G .  

B-1 7 F  # 4 2-29486  Crew # 26 
P Devane , Martin J .  
CP  Freeburg , Howard L .  
N Drueding , Edward B .  
B Lavine , Sanford V .  
E C raton , Will iam J .  
AE Harold , James A .  
R Penoyer , Harold E .  
AR Curley , F rank A .  
G Yorton , Harold A .  
G Snitkins , Louis A .  

B-1 7 F  # 4 2-29790  Crew # 
P Elliott , R . F .  
CP McLaugh l i n ,  E . P .  
N Burk e ,  R . J .  
B Douglas , W . S .  
E Shim p ,  H . W .  
AE Waban t e ,  J . A .  
R Layb e ,  V .  
AR Freeland , J . C .  
G Karkut , S . J .  
F Potts , A .  

AR Boardman , Edward J .  
G Heydon , Jerome G .  
G Lipman , Aaron 

( Early return ) 

1 s t  Lt 
F/0 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 

Captain 
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
M/Sgt 
Pfc 
T/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
Pfc 
Sgt 

S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
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FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCE 

Office  of the Operations Offi c e r  

B-1 7 F  
p 

# 5 0 7  
Oranc e ,  Albert  
Barton , Terry 
Sayer , Jot 0 .  
Flshe r ,  Brayton 
Cepek , G . F . 
Longenbach , L . L . 
Brink e r ,  Q . D .  
Toomey , T .  
Young , E . K .  

CP 
N 
B 
TT 
WG 
R 
BT 
TG 

B- 1 7 F  
p 

# 4 8 2  
Was , Frank 
Boggio , Reynolds 
Lesne y ,  J . J .  

C P  
N 
B 
TT 
WG 
R 
BT 
TG 
X 

May , F . P .  
Rains , R . R .  
Piateck , Leon 
Barthel , Jason D .  
Brown , Harry S .  
McGorry , C . L . 
Osborne , W . E .  

B-17F  # 5 0 9 
p M i t chel l ,  Carl D .  
C P  Chas e ,  Lionel E .  
N Kotowsk i , John P .  
B Gu tz , Theodore F .  
TT Spear s , Paul M .  
WG Schul z ,  B . E .  
R Garvis , L . L .  
BT Rhoad s ,  Mason L .  
TG Peterson , Paul M .  

B- 1 7 F  # 4 7 2  
p Wind rum , Carl E .  
CP Breit bach , R . J .  
N Feigenbaum , J . C .  
B Hemmingsen , D . T .  
TT Williams , J . M .  

Ma j o r  
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
T/ Sgt 
S/Sgt 
Sgt 
2nd Lt 

1 s t  Lt  
2nd Lt 
Captain 
Captain 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 

( LOADING LIST ) 

B- 1 7 F  # 7 6 5  
P Thi s t lewood , John 
CP Amund s on , V . A .  
N Strassberg , Jack 
B Cas e y ,  Thomas E .  
TT Daniel , Ferrel E .  
WG Fal l en , C . H . J r .  
R Magu , Mike A .  
BT Eyer , Charles M .  
TG Lippol t , B . W .  

B- 1 7 F  
p 
C P  
N 
B 
TT 
WG 
R 
BT 
TG 

# 8 8 3  
Buck , S .  E .  
Braungart , K . G .  
Fitzpat r i ck , R . J .  
Lutkus , A . E .  
McKinnon , J . W .  
Depew , A .  W .  
Surman , C . J .  
Bushroske , L . C .  
Garl and , J . H .  

B- 1 7 F  # 4 1 3  
P Norris , John R .  Jr . 
CP  Dahl , Eldon H .  
N Seila , C . F .  
B Kidwiler , W . W .  
TT Walke r ,  C . L .  
WG Mart ingne t t i ,  Edward F .  
R Miciak , M . C .  
BT Malaga , Steve 
TG Bernat , Paul V .  

WG 
R 
BT 
TG 

We s t ,  N . R .  
Klukas , W . A .  
Meier ,  G . E . 
Kunde rt , Lew i s  H .  

1 s t  Lt  
2nd Lt  
2nd Lt  
2 nd Lt  
T/ Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/ Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

The foreg o i ng i s  f urnished in c a se anybody who was on that m i s s i on 
may haveforgotten about it.  I can s t ill remember Bob Imr ie ' s  return , when 
he s l umped onto h i s  bunk w i th h i s  face g reen w i t h  f a t i gue. Of course I was 
not f ly i ng that day. 

Don ' t  know how they m i s sed Bob ' s  name on thi s roster. 

We now have a o i cture of a B-17 i n  V iet-Nam. Sa i d  plane has prov i s i on 
for changi ng the pl ane n�mber by changing the insert i n  a spec i a l  slot  on 
the t a i l .  Perhaps General  Yeager ' s  i dea o f  change i ng the a i rcraft numbers 
to f i t  HQ : s  roster caught on. 
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0VERSEAS DIARY 
DAVID L .  HALVERSON 

On Sept . 1 5 ,  1 944 we ( about 300 men) left Gulfport , Miss . and went to Savanah , �a .  ( Hunter 
Field)  for staging . We got to Hunter Field on Sept . 1 6  and began o u r  processing  a_lmost 
immedi a t e l y  upon a r r i v al . We finished processing ( checking r e c o r ds and being issued 
overseas cl othing & equipment , ( including a .45  automatic and a trench _knife ) )  on _ Sept 1 7 .  
On t h e  1 8 th we checked o u r  s h i p  ( #4 6 53 8 )  and wer e t o  make a m i s s i o n  t o  cal ibrate our 
instruments , but bad weather forced us to postpone that and our departure for sever al rlay s .  
We were  t o  l eave th�e Mon . ,  Sept . 1 8 ,  but bad weather held u s  up .  Some crews ( o f  B . 25 s ,  

2 6 s , & 24 s )  h ad bee��out 5 weeks , b u t  a l l  B- 1 7s w e r e  b e i n g  r ushed  o u t  a s  fast as 
possible .  We final ly  left on F ri . ,  Sept . 2 2 ,  1 944 at 7 : 30 a . m .  

We passed over R ichmond ,  Va . ; Washington , DC ; Baltimore ,  Md . ;  Philadelphia, Penna . ;  Newark ,  
N . J . ;  New York Cit y ;  and final ly l anded at 2 : 30 p . m .  at Grenier Field near Manchester� _ N . H .  

G r enier  F i el d  was our P . O . E .  Here we were issued some things ,not issued at Hunter r ield .  
Grenier seemed to be a nice field and there were lots of good-looking WACs there .  N ice and 
cool  t oo .  On Sat . ,  Sept . 23 we took off from Grenier Field at about 1 0 : 00 a . m .  and l anded 
at about 3 : 00 p . m .  at Gander  F i e l d  near G ander B ay , N ew found l an d .  T he r e  were  l ots  o f  
Brit ish planes and men there. We had very good chow and steam-heated quarter s .  ( A lmost all 
I saw of Newfoundland looked very barren and r ocky . )  We were t o  l eave  G ander  F ie l d  at 
1 2 : 00 midnite of the 24th , bu�l �ght was changed so tha� we took off at 7 : 00 a . m .  on Sept . 
2 5 .  We l anded at 4 : 00 p . m .  at a f i e l d  on one  o f  t h e  i s l ands o f  t h e  Azore  grou p .  T h e  
n av ig at o r  h i t  t h e  i s l an d  r i ght  on the head ; a good job .  T h e  chow was very , very b ad and 
the quarters were poor too . On 6ept 26 , Tues . ,  we t ook off from the A z o r es at about  8 : 00 
a . m .  and l anded at about 4 : 00 p . m .  at Marrakech Army Air Field near Marrakech i n  French 
Morrocco . We were kept at this field for several days because the dirt r unways of our next 
stop had become too soft to haodle 4-engine pl anes because of lots of rain.  

T h e r e  were  lots  of  A r abs  around camp. They (men ) cleaned areas and latrines , etc . They 
also cleaned the huts in  which we slept ( one crew of E .M .  ( 6 )  t o  a h ut ) .  T h e  A r abs  were 
v e r y  d i r t y . T h ey wore very baggy trousers that came to the �nee and were fastened ther e ,  
and a l ight j acket o r  shirt of some kind, and a turban o r  a knitted skull-cap an? s andal s . 
( most  o f  them were  b arefoot ) .  I n  the morning they would wear a loose cloak which was any 
color ( l ight or dark) . Some of them wore a bag l i ke a woman ' s  purse  s uspended from t h e  
s h o u l d e r  b y  a l on g  s t r a p . T h e y  "mooch ed" cigarettes all the time, but I never saw them 
steal anything ( they were searched each nite as they l eft camp ) .  

T h e r e  were a l s o  a l o t  o f  I t a l i an prisoners o f  war at Mar r akech . They had j obs about the 
post and enjoyed l ots  of freedom . Some of them worked in the mess hal l s  and our food w as 
very  good ( better than in lots o f  camps in the States ) .  

T h e  P . X .  was f a i r l y  well  stocked , but almost everything was rationed _ ( l iberally , in most 
c ases ) .  They sold cokes about 4 days a week--a  l imited  number ; and i c� cream 3 days a 
week . Jewish and Arabian girls worked in the P . X .  They spoke broken Engl ish , but fl uently 
enough to understand easily .  

T h e  o n l y  water  w e  c o u l d  d r i n k  was what we got from l ister bags ( l ots  o f  chlorine in it ) .  
We each h ad a sleeping bag ( from Grenier ) and I s l ep t  in  t h e  ship  a l l  except the  f i r s t  
n i t e .  E ach nit e ,  there was a different picture at the open-air theater ( free ) . 

I t  was  fair l y  w ar m ,  but quite dry at Marrakech . The l and was very sandy and stony and it 
seemed to be that same kind of l and that we passed over on the way to Marrakech . 

At about 8 : 00 a . m .  on Wed . ,  Oct 4 ,  1 944 we took off from Marrakech and l anded at about 1 : 45 
p . m .  at T unis in T unisia.  On the way , we passed over Oran an_d A l g i e r s .  T h e  coun_t r y  al l 
l ooked quite  desert-like unti l  we got quite close t o  the Mediterranea� Sea;  ther� it got a 
little greaner , but still  looked quite _ rocky . Al�ost all ?f Nort� Africa that _ we Je flow� 
over  s o  far  seemed to be quite mount ainous . T unis--the field st i l l  looked quite beat �p 
from the  fighting  that  t o ok p l ac e  ther e ;  many b u i l d ings ( concr ete  and ston e )  h ad 
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bullet-holes in them and parts of some of them wer e still ly ing in heaps of rubble . I n the 

junk pile here  �re very many par�s of  Ge_rman , Italian ,  British, and American planes .  I saw 
p art  of on � sh i p  w ith a swast i k a  on i_t .  Ther e are many I talian prisoners at T unis , and 
they are quite free here too .  _ The chow is very g o o d ,  and we s t ay i n b i g bu i ld ings l i ke 
h otels . T h er e ar e lots of Brit ish soldiers stopping off at the field on their way through 
as passengers on A . T . C .  ships . So far , our whole trip has been along an A .  T . C .  r oute  and 
the stops are all stat ions o f the Air T ransport Command.  

On Wed . ,  Oct . 1 1  we left Tunis .  We fl ew over the Medit erranean , which was very blue . We 

passed over a good bit of  Sicily and it was very rocky . We saw many small towns , b u i l t  o f  
g r ay stone , s it uat ed on rocky cliffs and knolls . We went r ight beside Mt . Aetna ,  and s aw 
lots of the sol�dified l ava that �n�e came from i t .  Then we passed over the souther n part  
of  I t aly  and  finally  came to  G i o i a ,  I t a l y ,  wher e we landed . That fl ight began at  about 
1 1 : 30 a . m .  and we landed at about 3 : 30 .  We noticed lots of  high-class-looking h i ghways i n 

I t aly . A t  G i o i a  we ( al l  t en o f us except for a p l ane guard )  slept in a tent on canvas 
cots , us ing our s l eep ing b ags . The  chow was wors e than b e for e ,  but s t i l l  n ot b a d .  
O f fic er s  and enlist e d men ate together . There were  lots o f  I talians working on the post , 
a�d each meal-time a bunch of kids , and somet imes ,  the men would t ake scraps from our  m ess 
k its  o r fr om th e g ar b ag e cans and eat them or take them home . Bad situat ion ! Th e P . X .  
here had a fairly  nice line o f  stuff , but was open one or two d ay s  a we ek .  L ate  in the  
aftern o on o f  Mon . ,  Oct � 1 6 ,  1 9�4 ,  we left Gioi a  in  a B-1 7 F  that came down from Foggia to  
get us .  ( We l ost our sh�p at Gioia. ) It t ook only  about 45  minut es to  f l y  up  t o  Fog g i a .  
We st ayed , t h at n it e , in the empty half of a double tent and for 2 nites thereafter . Th e 

next day , we started on our tent .  We planned to dig down about 2 feet for mor e  room but  
after  about  4 in . we quit and h i r ed 2 I t a l i ans to  do  it for 1 000 ( $ 1 0 . 00 ) lire .  ' They 
worked from about 6 : 00 p .m .  ' ti l l  4 : 00 a . m .  to finish it , The next day we drew a new tent 
from supply and pitched it over the hol e . 

T h e first  n it e  that we spe nt in the tent gave us a scare . I t  rained ( no l eak ) and there 
was a big wind that almost blew the tent away . I cemented a post in the ground next  to  my  
cot for a clothes rack and when a crew moved out of a tent behind us , we  looted it  of boxes 
and chairs and helmets (wash-basins ) . Mac made a makesh ift s to v e ,  but it surely  smok es .  
We have  on e 60-watt bulb .  We have to use the added light of candl es to read , etc . b y .  We 

have a fairly good ,  but small , shower ,  but al l dr inking and wash wat e r comes from l i st er 
b ags  i n  the  ar ea .  Brown got a strained back from pounding tent pegs and fin ally had to go 
to the hospital .  

D u r i n� our  first  we ek her e ,  we  att ended lectures for 3 days . They were on orientation,  
intel l igence in format ion , and al l ge ne r al i n formation that we neede d to  k now as combat 
c r ews . Bad we ath er h el d  up our g unne ry  missions for several days . Her e we wer e issued 
heated gloves and shoes ,  and I got a summer fly ing cap . Her e we are attached to th e 4 1 6 t h  
Squadron of the 99th Heavy Bombardment Group . That group is in the 5th Wing of  the 1 5th Air 
Force . Major Seward is C . O .  of the 41 6th . 

On Oct 3 1 , 1 944 , I was paid $78 . 2 2 .  I have a $50 . 00 allotment taken out besides that . On 

Nov . 2 I was on the loading l ist for a mission ,  but the mission was canc el l ed at the  l as t  
minute  b�c ause  of  weather . I w a s  the  o n l y  one o f our c r ew scheduled for that mission 
except Br idston who was to fly co-pilot on some other crew .  

O n  N?v ·  4 ,  1 944 , I flew my first combat mission . L t  Cade was the pilot . L t  Bridston flew 
co-pilot on another crew . We t ook o f f  at 7 : 1 5  a . m .  and l an ded again at 3 : 1 5  p . m .  T h e  
� a�get w�s a foundr y  at Regensburg , Germa�y .  Besides 250 l b  bombs , w e  dropped a bunch of  

�ickel s ( pr opag anda  l e a f l ets  pr int ed i n  G erman ) .  I t  was a " m i l k - r un . "  I saw  n o 

fighters ( enemy ) and almost no flak. Our escort was composed o f P-51 s and P-38s . I was in 
the bal l  from 8 : 00 ' till  1 : 1 5 . Heated suit worked O . K .  and I didn ' t  get cold ( too  col d - - I  
purposely r ode cool so a s  not to get sweaty ) .  

T h e �ext  day , I had a gunn er y  miss i o n  and the n on  Nov . 6 ,  1 944 I flew my second combat 
� mission . We took off at 6 : 45� and l anded at 2 : 30 .  Our wh o le  c r ew ( e xcept Seg a l - - he was 

s i c k )  flew as a u n i t .  Our target was an oil r efinery  in a small town about 20 mil es from 
Vienna ,  Austria .  We got in there all O . K .  at our bombing altitude of 2 8 , 000 ft . But j ust  
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as th ey wer e throwing a lot of flak u p  at us , and we were ready t o  drop , the major who was 
leading the group screwed things up and led us off course before we dropped ( before  any one 

d id ) . T h en h e l ed us  thr ough every flak area in the neighborhood . We went to the first 
alternate target and made a run on that . We broke our run just at th e l ast minute ( after 
t ak ing  all th e f l ak th ey c o u l d  throw  up ) .  Th en we fl ew through a few more flak areas . 
F inally , we came to our second alternate which we finally b ombe d .  T h e n ame o f  that t own 

was K ap fenburg . L t  Swai n didn ' t  s ee th e lead er drop his bombs so he dropped his bombs 
almost two minutes late . A fter the run , we became separ at ed from all the other ships , and 
start ed home al on e . On th e way , w e j oined up  with  two other strays ( one with one prop 
feathered ) .  That was a very r ough miss ion . We r an into a lot  o f  f lak  and it  was very  
accur at e  " t r acking"  f l a k .  T h at maj or r e ally screwed things up and led us into a l ot of 
unnecessary flak ( those flak gunners were r eally checked out on those guns ) .  

On N o v .  7 ,  1 944 , ther e was a big parade at group and the 99th Group was formal l y  presented 
with a President ial citat ion for good work prior to the Ploesti r aids . I didn ' t  g o to  the  
cer emony  becaus e I h ad flown a mission the day before , and then guard  duty all that nite . 
On Tues . ,  Nov . 1 4 ,  I found that I made "buck" sergeant on act . 1 7 ,  1 944 . 

On N o v 1 7 ,  1 944 , we t ook off for Brux with a load of twelve 500-lb bombs . We took off at 
6 : 50 a . m .  We landed at3f2 5 .  Our bombing altitude was br�ef�j as 27 , 000 . We ran short  o f 
g as so  we went to the first alternate , Salzburg , Ger%1R/;Jitro)�J.'27 , ODO ft . Flak was light . 
We had P-51 s for escort . We wer e fly ing ship 492 and had trouble with no .  2 engine  t r y i ng 
t o r un away the whole way up , so right after coming off the target , Br idston feathered no .  
2 and we  came back that way . At Salzburg we bombed marshaling yards . 

On  Nov . 1 8 ,  we flew again . Ship 1 1 0  today . This t ime our target was Vienna ,  Austria .  We 

were  after an oil r efinery .  We bombed by P . F  . F .  from 24 , 00 0 .  T h e f l ak was int ense . We 

h ad 38s  for escor t .  On the way up we were  flying over the Udine area ( just befor e entering 
the fatherland )  when they threw  up a l o t  o f v er y  c l os e f lak .  We wer en ' t  expec t ing i t 
because intelligence didn ' t  know about it . I had flown over that area before and not run 
into flak .  We were only at 1 8 ,000 ft too ! rough ! 

On No v 1 9 ,  we took o ff at 8 : 50 to bomb an important r ailroad bridge at Ferraro  in northern  
I taly .  We had no escor t .  Our load was six  1 000-lb bombs . When we  got  to within about  1 0 

min utes from the  t arget , we tu rned ar ound and c ame b ack  as the  we ath er was n ot 
satisfactory . ( Our bombing had to be visual that day . )  We didn ' t  drop our bombs so we got 
n o m i ssion cr edit for that day ' s  flying . On Nov . 20 , we spent 8 hours and 1 0  minutes in 
the air on a mission to bomb some marshalling yards,  at Blechammerr, Germany . Because of an 
u nde r c as t , we turned back and bombed the marshalling yard  at Brano ,  Germany . That was the 

3rd alternate for the day and we encountered no flak . My heated shoes wer e worki ng po or l y  
and I almost froze my feet .  

On Thurs . ,  Nov  2 3 , we r eally had a good Thanksgiving dinner ;  turkey , cranberries ,  and all 
the r est . 

On Nov . 28 , Mon . ,  we h ad a 4 : 00 H-hour to  go  t o  Brux , but after we had all the engines 
started and were r eady to go it came over the command set that our mission was " s c r ubbed . "  
O n  Sat , De c 2 ,  we g ot up at 3 : 4 5  f or a mission to Blechammer .  We took off at 7 : 05 with 
twelve  500-lb bombs.  We encounter ed no flak on the way up , b u t  they  t h r ew intense fl ak  
r ight  b eh ind us  over the target . The  bombing was P . F . F . from 26 , 000 ft  because of haze . I 
s aw a number of smoke columns near th e t ar get ar e a but cou ldn ' t  t e l l  wheth er they were  
b ombs or  smoke pots . I was in the  bal l about 5 1 /2 hours and my  knees really got sore . I 
had my suit all the way on despite the fact that we were briefed for 38 ° below .  We l anded 
at 4 : 05 and were really tired .  Hawk didn ' t  fly . 

Awarded the Air Medal on Dec .  1 ,  1 944 . On Dec 3 ,  I found out that I ( all four of us ) 
made Staff Sergeant as o f Dec .  1 ,  1 944 on special order number 3 1 7 .  On  T u es . , D ec 5 ,  -0ur  
cr ew was up  for s t and-by  on a 7 -ship  formation mission t o Linz .  When we had #1 engine 
started ,  word came over the command set that our mission h ad been cance l l ed .  We wer e  in 
0 74 . Our cr ew h ad b e en assign ed 074 and we were to be r esponsible for cleaning the ship 
and guns ,  and wer e ( as often as possibl e ) to use that ship when fly ing . The ship is an old 
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G _ with opposite waist windows , etc . On Wed . , Dec 6 ,  we were again up for stand-by . This 
time there were two plans ( fl ight ) :  the red plan which was our eight o ' c lock t ake-off  for 
Br�x ,  and a b l u e  p l an which  was _ to  be  a 1 0 : 00 t ake-off for Brod , Yugosl avi a  ( a  railroad 
bridge ) .  Then they changed everything , had  a second brie fing and s t arted  everybody for 
Brod . _ O n  the  first setup , we were t o  be st and-by for both p l ans . A fter  the  second 
briefing , we were to fly as stand-by , but fly as extra if nobody dropped out . We took o f f  
at about 1 1 : 33 and landed at about 3 : 1 5 .  We dropped n o  bombs and got n o  credit .  

T hur s . , Dec .  7 ,  was non-op .  Fr i .  we  were up  for a mission to Yugoslavia. We got out over 
t�e �driatic and then tu�ned back because of weather . On Sat . ,  Dec . 9 ,  we were up for a 
mission to Brux , b�t again we were cal led back because of weather j ust before we got to  the 
coast below the Udine area. On Sunday , Dec . 1 0 ,  we again started to Brux , but got c a l l e d  
b ack  because o f  weather a t  about the same place as Sat . We hit some really bad weather . 
We found out that day that we had been g iven credit for the Ferraro b r idge  mission . T h at 
made me 7 .  

Mon . ,  Dec . 1 1 ,  w e  had  a 4 : 20 H-hour . We took  o f f  at 7 : 3 5 and went to an oil refinery 
loc_.pled about io miles from Vienna ,  Austria ,  which we bombed from 2 5 , 000 ft . ( Moosbierbaum 
was�l"'fiame o f�il r e finery  we were after . )  It was about 40° c below zer o .  I t  was a visual 
r�n ,  but had a smoke screen over the target . I could  see bombs hit  and it looked to  me 
l ike  a _good hit , but I couldn ' t  be sure .  Those flak-gunners could r eal ly see us today and 
they l aid t�at old flak up cl ose . I t  was close enough to j ar the ship and close enough for 
us to hear it . Then about 30 minutes after we got away from the target , we passed beside a 
town , Gyor , that we knew had flak . Because of that we went beside it , but they had foxed 
�s and moved the gun� away from the t�wn and _ we flew right over the guns . They really put 
it up there too. Again we could hear it and it threw the ship aroun d .  When we l anded we 
found about 1 5  flak holes in the ship. Some were the size of a a nickel and some the size 
of a _loaf of bread .  �e had h its _ in each wing ( one in the g as t ank  between eng i nes 3 and 
4 ) ,  in  the rudder , in the r_adio  room, and one piece came in the nose ( plexiglass ) ,  broke 3 
one control ha�dl� off the chm-turret , passed over Swain ' s  shoulder  and h it H awbJkker-rn f 
the arm . It  didn t �nter the arm but hit �ard enough to make a black and blue spot . That � 
was a pre�ty rough_ mission . A_ couple of times m� mask iced up so much that I couldn ' t  get fl 
enough air • . I p i nched the  ice  out and then it was O . K .  My right insert wasn ' t  working � 
well and my r ight foot really got cold .  That was number 8 for me . 

O n  �ec . 1 8 ,  Segal f lew with  another crew t o  Blechammer . On the way back,  after losing 
their esco;t over the t arget , they were _ j umped by fighters ( FW- 1 90s ) .  T h e  fighters  shot 
down one 1 7  fr om �h e  99th and one ship had to  head for Russia .  One 1 90 came in and j ust 
sat about 50 yds behind the t all and a little higher than the t ail fin .  He s at there for 
about 5 minutes . Some fool in Segal ' s  ship ( tail he thinks ) called it off as an F6F . Then 
Segal got up to look and got o f f  about 5 r ounds b e for e his  gun  j amme d ,  T hen the ' 1 90 
peeled off .  Nobody knocked him down and he should have been dead about 5 times ! 

T h e  of_ficers  o f  our crew were at Cap\ri ( rest camp) from Dec . 1 3  to  Dec . 20 .  On Dec . 20 , 
we enlisted men and four different o fficers  took  o ff at about 7 : 45 for Brux . However , 
because o f  weather , we h ad to  bomb L inz , an alternate .  We had to bomb by P . F . F .  because 
�here was a clo�d over the target . On the way back , about 1 /2 hour from the target , we ran 
into  some un?r iefed �l a k

_. 
T h e  boy� all  h ad their flak suits off ,  One shot burst right 

beside the waist ; and it r ipped one big hole about 8 inches by 3 inches r ight bes ide Mac ' s  
h ead , Another _ b i g hole was ripped out right between his legs at knee height .  There were 
about 1 0  holes in the waist and tail sect ion . Mac picked pieces of aluminum from the skin  
of  the sh i p out_ o f  his  heated suit and one piece the si ze of  a dime cut through one of  my 
shoes that was tied to my ' chute and lying beside the bal l .  We landed at about 3 : 0 2 .  

On Dec . 2 2 , we made an H-hour for Brux , but didn ' t  get off  the ground because of  weather . 
That day , I also got a shot '.or _ cholera and one for  t y phus . O n  Dec . 2 3 ,  and 24 , we h ad 
H-hours for Br�x ,  but both missions were cancelled before we got off the ground .  Christmas 
Eve was spent in the tent . We had a regular , ordinary meal for supper . We did nothing out 
o f  the ordinar y .  Steve had a small radio made out of a crystal and an antenna and a pair 
o f  �eadset_s .  

1 
He l iste�ed  to �ome music ,  but I didn ' t ;ven hear a carol all day or nit e .  

I t  J ust  didn  t seem l ike  C h r istmas so we didn ' t  m}\d t h e  fact th at there  were no  
festivities . I t  was just like any other day .  
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0n Dec , 2 5 ,  we h ad H-hour at 3 : 40 for B r ux . We took off at about 7 : 1 5  and reached the 
target at about 1 2 : 00 at 28 , 000 ft . ( F itzpatrick for r adio;  Segal groun ded , v isual  r un . )  
I t  was about 46 ° below O ,  and r e a l l y  felt  cold . We dropped ten 500-lb bombs on an oil 
refinery ,  and I could see the bombs go off,  but not clearly  because of  a smoke screen . We 
did  h it  the  t arget , however . F l ak was moderate and not too close. We did,  however , get 
one fair-sized hole in the left wing t ip ( ship 074 again ) .  I thought I felt someth ing h it 
the  bal l ,  but I guess it was imaginat io n .  T hat was my 1 0th mission and w e  got back at 
about 4 : 00 . That morning , on the way to the line , the truck slid across the road into the  
ditch . I was on  the l ast seat  on  the far side and because the floor was so  muddy I shot 
across it and landed on h ands and feet i n  the ditch ful l o f  water . T h at made me very  
happy ! I was covered with mud . For supper that nite,  we had our Christmas dinner . We had 
turkey , dressing , mashed potatoes , gravy ,  cauliflower , cranberries , r a isin  and apple pi e ,  
fruit  cocktai l ,  co ffee with  real  c ream and sugar , buscuits and afterwards , there were 
oranges , tangerines, appl es , and figs . ( On Christmas E v e  I got a long card  from Fern  
Behling and a V-mail from Paul . No mail-call the 25th . ) 

O n  Dec . 26 , we  h ad an H-hour  at 4 : 50 for Blechammer south . We took off at 7 : 55 with ten 
500-lb bombs .  (Segal still grounded so  Gallagher flew radio . Ship 492 . )  We made a visual 
r u n  at about 1 2 : 1 8  from 2 7 , 500 . It was about 45° below 0 .  We landed at about 3 :45 . Just 
after we left the target , Brown called off a sh ip  on f i re . It  was t r ail ing the 346th a 
l ittle and j ust a little way off our r ight wing . I t  was too high for me to see . They said 
one guy bailed out , but I never saw him .  In a couple  o f  minutes , the fire  seemed to be  
out , but  a l l  o f  a sudden the ship peeled off  toward 2 : 30 .  I t  fell about 1 500 ft and then 
made about 1/2  turn of a spin and then blew up about by the b al l .  P ieces flew a l l  over , 
and one chute suddenly appeared among them. I didn ' t  see any more�en al though I watched 
as long as I could see that far .  When it blew up, the wing ( it seemed to be burning about 
where the radio room is) tumbled down , twisting over and over , and the back of the fuselage 
( that which didn ' t  get blown to bits ) fell by itsel f .  

We had Dec . 27th off and did we sleep . Hawkins had to fly tail  for Maj Seward .  

T oday , F r i .  Jan 5 ,  1 945 , we  had a 4 : 30 H-hour for a mission to one of  two places . We were 
going either to Brod or Zagreb , Yugoslavia .  The mission was c ance l l e d  before  we got o f f  
t h e  ground . About 1 : 00 t oday , the  r adio  man and t ail gunner from the crew of 1 1 0  that 
headed for Russia on Dec . 1 8 ,  1 944 , c ame into the tent . They  t o l d  us that they h ad 2 
engines shot out by  flak over the target that day (Dec . 1 8 )  and fell out of  the formation 
and were then jumped by four FW- 1 90s . They hit the ball gunner ( Harry Aust i n )  in the l eg 
( r ipped it to r ibbons in the thigh ) with a 20mm shel l .  The ship headed for Russia.  Harry 
was in the ball about 1 0  minutes after he was hit while the boys were shooting at f ighters  
( r ight waist got 1 ) .  When pulled out , he  was hal f  unconscious and the  b lood had frozen so 
it wasn ' t  bleeding anymore .  Just a l i t t l e  way ins ide the Russi an l i nes , two fighters  
( e ither  1 09s  o r  Russian Y aks ) shot heck  out of  them again ( the boys had jett isoned all 
their guns ) .  They had to bail so they tied a r ope to r ip cord of Har r y ' s  ' chute  and he 
crawled out the door . His ' chute never opened , however ,  and Harry was smashed to bits when 
he hit .  Everybody else got out O . K .  except pilot and co-pilot . The ship was sti l l  f l ying  
at  the  s ame a ltitude  ( 1 000  ft ) the last the boys saw of it  and they ' ve not heard from or 
about those two since then . Wel l ,  since I ' ve been in this squadr on , two guys h ave been 
k i l l ed : both by 20mm in the b a l l  turret . Looks good doesn ' t  it ! I t ' s  still the safest 
spot in the ship , I think ! I ' m  not worried ! (Or  am l ? )  The only thing that has scared  me 
s o  far is the  c o l d .  My next tour is going to be in low or medium altitude ships if I can 
wrangle it . This high stuff is for the b irds ! 

On  J a n .  5 and J an .  6 ,  we made H-hour s .  On J an .  7 we made another one and the rest of the 
ships made a mission , but we couldn ' t  take off because of engine failure.  That was in  our 
new ship 683 too. On J an .  9 ,  we had another H-hour and from then on the boys ( officers and 

Hawkins , Roberts , & Mac , made H-hours  each d ay ' t i l l  J an 1 5  when they  final ly made a 
mission ( a  milk-run )  to  Vienna. For once , they had very l ittle flak over Vienna .  I guess 
the Russians are so close that they ' re moving the guns away from Vienna .  Brown , Segal , and 
I were grounded because of colds . 

On  J an .  1 6 ,  we h ad a g unner y missiona I didn ' t  put theAi��s in the ball or fire a shot 
and Br idston got mad . The  next  day Dr�ne g av e  a couple  of us a d i r ect order t o  get a 
hairOut . That stuff is O . K .  back in the States , but there is no need for it over here .  I t  
really made us all mad and for several days now we haven ' t  been speaking to  them . 

I 
i 
I 
I 
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T h is  is J an .  20 and I ' ve still got quite a cold .  I surely wish I could get rid of  it .  On 
Jan . 2 2 ,  we had an H-hour ( 3 : 55 )  but the mission was cance l led  when we got to the ships . 

'!he other guys  made the H-hour; I was on the loading l ist , but the nite before I got a 
kink in the back and it was still  so sore in the morning that they had to get a replacement 
for me.  On Jan .  23 , the other guys made another H-hour . I was still grounded .  Jan . 24 was 
non-op and in the evening 1 was put back on flying status and the guy who h ad repl aced me 
was g rounded so I went onto the  l oading l ist  in my regular spot . On J an .  2 5 ,  we stood 
another H-hour and in the afternoon we had a practice mission at 20 , 000 ft . On Jan .  26 , we 
stood another H-hour  and took  off at the briefed t ime , but for a practice mission as the 
regular mission had been cancelled.  On Jan .  27 and 28 we made two more H-hours , but on the 
28th the miss ion was cancelled just as we were about to leave the tent for breakfast . On 
Jan .  29 , we stood another H-hour . On Jan 3 0 ,  we were to have a 4 : 1 5  H-hour , but the s i ren  
never b l ew s o  se  st ayed i n  the sack.  The l ast 3 or 4 of these H-hours when the navigator 
briefed us ,  he gave the temperature at our altitude ( ar ound  2 9 , 000 f t )  as -60 ° or mor e .  
I ' m g l ad we  didn ' t  f l y !  On Jan . 31 , we finally  got a mission . H-hour was 4 : 20 .  We took 
off at about 7 : 45 .  Our t arget was the Moosbierbaum oil ( synthetic)  r e finery  near V ienn a .  
We went in at about 29 , 000 ft . Temp was about 40 ° below. (Kornacki was bombardier because 
we now fly second element lead and Swainy because ef his actions, has not been checked out 
as being ab l e  to t ake over if  the squadron bombardier is unable to bomb ) .  We dropped our 
bombs , rall ied off the target without a single burst of fl ak , and then I looked b ack  and 
saw the second wave over the target . They were really getting a lot of flak !  I spent only 
about 2 hours in the ball . We l anded at about 1 5;55 ( 3 : 35 ) .  That was 1 2  for me , and a real 
m i l k - r un , espec i a l l y  as the target was V ienna .  That nite,  when we got back , we got paid .  
I got $ 1 6 . 30 .  $1 50 . 00 was the allotment to  go home . That nite, Br idston talked operations 
out  of a 3 -day  pass for all of us enlisted men . The other guys left the next morning for 
Bari .  They got back Feb . 3 .  I spent the 3 days lying around,  writing letters and reading . 
( T he  following  i s  out of chronological order because I forgot to write it up at the right 
time . )  On orders dated Dec . 1 I was awarded the  air  medal . I t  is a routine  awar d and 
nothing exceptional . Everybody gets it ( in this area) for completing five sorties . 

On T ues . , Feb . 6 we made an H-hour but the missio� was cancel led.  On Wed . , Feb 7 ,  we made 
a 6 : 1 0  H-hour . We took off at 9 : 20 with twelve 500 lbers for Vienna. Our t arget was the  
oil  refir;i_ery  on  the edge of V ienna,  Lobe au  Oil  Refiner y .  We went i n  at 3 0 , 000 ( about 1 , 500 
ft aS�U:f'!{�ie) briefed altitude ) .  The run was visual (c lear as a bell except for a l itt le  
smoke� We h ad been h aving  t rouble  keeping up  w it h  the squadron because one engine was 
running , but not pulling anything . Just after cross ing the  " bomb l ine" ( Russ ian-German 
front l ine  east of  which we can ' t  bomb ) on the way to Vienna ,  we dropped 2 bombs to try to 
keep up.  It  didn ' t  help too much and we had to leave our bomb bay doors  shut a couple o f  
minutes l onger than t h e  others  on the bomb run t o  try and catch up.  We all made one run 
over the t arget , but for some reason , no bombs were droppe d .  W e  g o t  quite  a b it  of  fl ak 
c l ose . We turned  o f f  and st arted another run . One of the wing ships dropped all of his 
bombs before we got to the target ( I  don ' t  know why ) on that run , and when Swain s aw them 
go  he hit the switch to drop our s ,  but only 5 went out . On this run ,  I was quite sure we 
didn ' t  go over the target , but everybody dropped his bombs . Ours were causing trouble ,  but 
Swain final l y  got the  l ast  f i ve  out l ate.  J ust before we ral l ied off ,  a flak gunner was 
tracking us .  Each burst was closer than before ( coming right u p  b eh ind u s ) . Hawk  and 1 
were  watching them . Final l y ,  we peeled off ,  but not before the l ast one put a hole in the 
tai l .  I ' d  hate to have been in the tail if we had stayed there another minute .  Our oxygen 
was so low because Brown accidentallv turned on his emeraencv valve without knowing it j ust 
after we got on oxygen that the pilot and navigator ( only their systems and Brown ' s  turret 
system were low) had to use walk around bottles for a long t ime on the way back . Almost as 
soon as we got off the target , Hawk came up to the radio room to get weight out _ of the tail 
as we were low on gas .  As we had a camera m an in  there  too , I h ad to stay 1n the b a l l  
' t ill  we got down t o  1 2 , 000 as that was the only oxygen system for me. W e  got back O . K .  and 
landed at 4 : 35 .  Then we found a hole in the l e ft wing and tokyo  t ank  so a new wing was 
needed on 6 8 3 . T h at ' s  the second  wing change in 6 missions for that ship . that was my 
1 3th one. 
On Thurs . ,  Feb . 8 ,  two ships , 071  and 691 , coll ided at the I . P .  and both started down . The 
l ast  seen , they were s t i l l  going  down spinning . Lt  Reid  and flBtt (new) (sic) and L t  
T heobal d  were in  one s h i p  and Lt  Schul d  and Maj Sumeral l were i n  the other . The Maj was 
new here ; it was his second mission. He was to be C . O .  when Seward gets  through , but now 
h e ' s  gone . L t  R e id ' s  c rew h ad a l it t l e  pup so we took him. He ' s  a cute l ittle rascal ! 
He ' s  so fat he can hardly move .  
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0n  F e b .  1 5 ,  we had a 4 : 45 H-hour . We took off at about 9 : 1 0  for the south freight yard  of 
V ienna .  Maj Seward was to lead the  squadron , but couldn ' t  t ake off so  we  took over as  sqd .  
lead .  We had ten 500-lb  bombs and went in at 29 , 800 . ( Flew 683 . )  We missed the target by 
several miles we found out later . ( We bombed by P . F . F )  We got quite a bit of flak and got 
6 smal l ho les . I t · wasn ' t  too  col d ,  but  we h ad a c amera  man and he caused me � l ittle 
discomfort by using the only spare heated suit rheostat in the r adio room and I h ad to  get 
into the ball to keep warm . We got back and l anded about 3 : 45 . 

On  the next day , F eb . 1 6 ,  I f l ew with a mixed  crew . T h e  o fficers  were  L t  T empleton 
( pilot ) ,  and his officers . We took off at about with  s ixteen  250s , to hit  _ the 
ME-262 ( jet-propel led ) factor y ,  test field,  and operating field at Lechfeld ( about 36 miles 
out of Munich ) .  ( Flew 380 . )  I t  was clear all the way up, but the target was cov ered over  
( we had to  bomb th  at  target only  v isually so  we  looked for a "target of  opportunity • "  �e 
bombed the fighter field of Landsberg from 24 , 000 ft . We bombed v is u a l l y  and r eal l y  h it  
the  t arget . I n t e l l igence told us l ater that we  " leveled" the target . We got no  flak and 
had no trouble .  We l anded at about ------
On  Feb . 1 6 ,  Segal  went to  the  hospit al in  town at 1 2 :  00 and h ad an operation  for 
appendicitis at about 1 : 4 5 .  

On F e b . 1 8 ,  we h ad a mission to  L inz .  We took off  at about 7 : 45 with twelve 500s for the 
south marshalling yard of Linz.  ( Flew 683 . ) Brown threw out a can of  urine that came back 
and covered  the  window o f  the  b a l l  with  ice so I couldn ' t  see anything . I got out l ong 
before we got to the target as it was too cold in the bal l .  When we got t o  the I . P .  I got 
in the ball  and stayed there ,  ' ti l l  we were off the bomb run ,  to be protected from flak ; 1t 
was very l ight , however . We bombed by P . F . F .  from 2 7 , 000 .  On the way back , we went up t o  
2 8  000 t o  avoid  some weather ( we fl ew about 1 /2 t h e  mission  i n  a hazy cloud ; we could  
ha;dly see our wing-men) , and up  there the temp . dropped to -50° and of  all  t imes , my  right 
e l ec t r ic shoe  went out . I almost but not quite , froze that foot before we got down low . 
We got back O . K .  and l anded at about 3 : 50 .  Our r adio-man was Hartley . That made number 1 6  
for  me . I had a very slight case of  the bends in my r ight knee today and when I got ?own , 
it still  felt stiff.  When I went to bed , I noticed that it was swol len and full o f  l i q u i d  
again , l i ke  t h e  t i m e  I had i t  drained at Scott Fiel d .  The next day I went u p  �nd had _ the 
Capt (Doc ) take  a look at it.  He wrapped it up and said to let h im see it once in a while . 

On F e b .  2 2 ,  we had a 4 : 50 H-hour . We took off at 8 : 25 with twelve 500s . Our target was a 
marshall ing yard at Lindaw, a l ittle town on the eastern end of  L ake  Constan c e .  ( F l ew 
683 . )  We were to cross the Alps at 1 7 , 000 and then go down to 1 4 , 000 over the tar�et . . The 
8th 9th 1 2 th and 1 5th Air Forces were al l coordinating to try to disrupt commun1cat1ons  ' ' ' 

1 1 . in  southern  and western  Germany by  knocking out  almost a l l  o f  the mar sha ing y�rds.  
Knowing we were going in  so low,  we ( our crew) got the pilot ' s  permission  t o  try  a l it t l e  
s t r afing i f  we  g o t  a chanc e .  E v er y th ing went O . K .  ' t i l l  w e  got t o  the target ; it was 
covered by an undercast . So we flew around up there  for a w h i l e  and t hen h eaded for an 
a lternat e ,  but  it too was covered so we started back looking for a target of opportunity . 
We found .  and bombed from 2 5 , 600 ft , a bridge ( r ailroad) at Maniago ,  Italy . We r e a l l y  h i t  

that bridge ! We had a very good bomb pattern on the middle of  the bridge . We came on back 
and landed at 4 : 2 5 .  I saw more pl anes in the air that day than I ' ve ever seen at one t ime ; 
there  were 1 7s and 24s and 5 1 s  and 38s all over the sky ! The 346th,  and 347th squadrons 
( in our group with us and the 348th )  were after a different target from ours that d ay ,  and 
got jumped by fighters .  Several guys were hit , but al l of the ships got back . That was 1 7  
for me. 

On Feb . 24 I made another m i s s i o n .  Br own flew w�th Templeton ' s  crew and I flew with L t  
Kanes crew. We took o f f  at about 8 : 45 for a marshalliQ,Q_, yard at Verona i n  northern  I t aly . 
We got there and found it clouded over so we �ent on up�Liraz and bombed another marshalling 
yard .  We really hit both ends of the yard  so anyone behind us could  r e a l l y  get what was 
t r apped in the middl e .  I h ad traded in my heated suit that morning for a different kind 
( F-3 ) .  I t ' s  a pretty good suit , but my left knee and my t ail r eally got cold from touching 
the  co ld  met al . My interphone was frozen  and was out ( 4 5 ° below ) most of the time at 
altitude . Once they called for an oxygen check and my interphone was out so I didn ' t  know 
it . A l l  o f  a sudden ,  my power went off and they cranked me up. They thought I had passed 
out and they really scared me when they shut off my power ! Brown saw lots of fl ak bursting 
very near my bal l ,  over the t arget , and was worried about me, but I didn ' t  even see it as I 
was watching the bombs go down and I saw them really hit ! We were at 26 , 500 .  Gr az wasn ' t  
even one of our alternates for the day ; they were all covered . We had twelve 500s . I flew 
673 . We l anded at about 3 : 30 .  

..... 
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T h is  is J an .  20 and I ' ve still got quite a cold .  I surely wish I could get rid of  it .  On 
Jan . 2 2 ,  we had an H-hour ( 3 : 55 )  but the mission was cance l led  when we got to the ships . 

'!he other guys  made the H-hour; I was on the loading l ist , but the nite before I got a 
kink in the back and it was still  so sore in the morning that they had to get a replacement 
for me.  On Jan .  23 , the other guys made another H-hour . I was still grounded .  Jan . 24 was 
non-op and in the evening 1 was put back on flying status and the guy who h ad repl aced me 
was g rounded so I went onto the  l oading l ist  in my regular spot . On J an .  2 5 ,  we stood 
another H-hour and in the afternoon we had a practice mission at 20 , 000 ft . On Jan .  26 , we 
stood another H-hour  and took  off at the briefed t ime , but for a practice mission as the 
regular mission had been cancelled.  On Jan .  27 and 28 we made two more H-hours , but on the 
28th the miss ion was cancelled just as we were about to leave the tent for breakfast . On 
Jan .  29 , we stood another H-hour . On Jan 3 0 ,  we were to have a 4 : 1 5  H-hour , but the s i ren  
never b l ew s o  se  st ayed i n  the sack.  The l ast 3 or 4 of these H-hours when the navigator 
briefed us ,  he gave the temperature at our altitude ( ar ound  2 9 , 000 f t )  as -60 ° or mor e .  
I ' m g l ad we  didn ' t  f l y !  On Jan . 31 , we finally  got a mission . H-hour was 4 : 20 .  We took 
off at about 7 : 45 .  Our t arget was the Moosbierbaum oil ( synthetic)  r e finery  near V ienn a .  
We went in at about 29 , 000 ft . Temp was about 40 ° below. (Kornacki was bombardier because 
we now fly second element lead and Swainy because ef his actions, has not been checked out 
as being ab l e  to t ake over if  the squadron bombardier is unable to bomb ) .  We dropped our 
bombs , rall ied off the target without a single burst of fl ak , and then I looked b ack  and 
saw the second wave over the target . They were really getting a lot of flak !  I spent only 
about 2 hours in the ball . We l anded at about 1 5;55 ( 3 : 35 ) .  That was 1 2  for me , and a real 
m i l k - r un , espec i a l l y  as the target was V ienna .  That nite,  when we got back , we got paid .  
I got $ 1 6 . 30 .  $1 50 . 00 was the allotment to  go home . That nite, Br idston talked operations 
out  of a 3 -day  pass for all of us enlisted men . The other guys left the next morning for 
Bari .  They got back Feb . 3 .  I spent the 3 days lying around,  writing letters and reading . 
( T he  following  i s  out of chronological order because I forgot to write it up at the right 
time . )  On orders dated Dec . 1 I was awarded the  air  medal . I t  is a routine  awar d and 
nothing exceptional . Everybody gets it ( in this area) for completing five sorties . 

On T ues . , Feb . 6 we made an H-hour but the missio� was cancel led.  On Wed . , Feb 7 ,  we made 
a 6 : 1 0  H-hour . We took off at 9 : 20 with twelve 500 lbers for Vienna. Our t arget was the  
oil  refir;i_ery  on  the edge of V ienna,  Lobe au  Oil  Refiner y .  We went i n  at 3 0 , 000 ( about 1 , 500 
ft aS�U:f'!{�ie) briefed altitude ) .  The run was visual (c lear as a bell except for a l itt le  
smoke� We h ad been h aving  t rouble  keeping up  w it h  the squadron because one engine was 
running , but not pulling anything . Just after cross ing the  " bomb l ine" ( Russ ian-German 
front l ine  east of  which we can ' t  bomb ) on the way to Vienna ,  we dropped 2 bombs to try to 
keep up.  It  didn ' t  help too much and we had to leave our bomb bay doors  shut a couple o f  
minutes l onger than t h e  others  on the bomb run t o  try and catch up.  We all made one run 
over the t arget , but for some reason , no bombs were droppe d .  W e  g o t  quite  a b it  of  fl ak 
c l ose . We turned  o f f  and st arted another run . One of the wing ships dropped all of his 
bombs before we got to the target ( I  don ' t  know why ) on that run , and when Swain s aw them 
go  he hit the switch to drop our s ,  but only 5 went out . On this run ,  I was quite sure we 
didn ' t  go over the target , but everybody dropped his bombs . Ours were causing trouble ,  but 
Swain final l y  got the  l ast  f i ve  out l ate.  J ust before we ral l ied off ,  a flak gunner was 
tracking us .  Each burst was closer than before ( coming right u p  b eh ind u s ) . Hawk  and 1 
were  watching them . Final l y ,  we peeled off ,  but not before the l ast one put a hole in the 
tai l .  I ' d  hate to have been in the tail if we had stayed there another minute .  Our oxygen 
was so low because Brown accidentallv turned on his emeraencv valve without knowing it j ust 
after we got on oxygen that the pilot and navigator ( only their systems and Brown ' s  turret 
system were low) had to use walk around bottles for a long t ime on the way back . Almost as 
soon as we got off the target , Hawk came up to the radio room to get weight out _ of the tail 
as we were low on gas .  As we had a camera m an in  there  too , I h ad to stay 1n the b a l l  
' t ill  we got down t o  1 2 , 000 as that was the only oxygen system for me. W e  got back O . K .  and 
landed at 4 : 35 .  Then we found a hole in the l e ft wing and tokyo  t ank  so a new wing was 
needed on 6 8 3 . T h at ' s  the second  wing change in 6 missions for that ship . that was my 
1 3th one. 
On Thurs . ,  Feb . 8 ,  two ships , 071  and 691 , coll ided at the I . P .  and both started down . The 
l ast  seen , they were s t i l l  going  down spinning . Lt  Reid  and flBtt (new) (sic) and L t  
T heobal d  were in  one s h i p  and Lt  Schul d  and Maj Sumeral l were i n  the other . The Maj was 
new here ; it was his second mission. He was to be C . O .  when Seward gets  through , but now 
h e ' s  gone . L t  R e id ' s  c rew h ad a l it t l e  pup so we took him. He ' s  a cute l ittle rascal ! 
He ' s  so fat he can hardly move .  
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0n  F e b .  1 5 ,  we had a 4 : 45 H-hour . We took off at about 9 : 1 0  for the south freight yard  of 
V ienna .  Maj Seward was to lead the  squadron , but couldn ' t  t ake off so  we  took over as  sqd .  
lead .  We had ten 500-lb  bombs and went in at 29 , 800 . ( Flew 683 . )  We missed the target by 
several miles we found out later . ( We bombed by P . F . F )  We got quite a bit of flak and got 
6 smal l ho les . I t · wasn ' t  too  col d ,  but  we h ad a c amera  man and he caused me � l ittle 
discomfort by using the only spare heated suit rheostat in the r adio room and I h ad to  get 
into the ball to keep warm . We got back and l anded about 3 : 45 . 

On  the next day , F eb . 1 6 ,  I f l ew with a mixed  crew . T h e  o fficers  were  L t  T empleton 
( pilot ) ,  and his officers . We took off at about with  s ixteen  250s , to hit  _ the 
ME-262 ( jet-propel led ) factor y ,  test field,  and operating field at Lechfeld ( about 36 miles 
out of Munich ) .  ( Flew 380 . )  I t  was clear all the way up, but the target was cov ered over  
( we had to  bomb th  at  target only  v isually so  we  looked for a "target of  opportunity • "  �e 
bombed the fighter field of Landsberg from 24 , 000 ft . We bombed v is u a l l y  and r eal l y  h it  
the  t arget . I n t e l l igence told us l ater that we  " leveled" the target . We got no  flak and 
had no trouble .  We l anded at about ------
On  Feb . 1 6 ,  Segal  went to  the  hospit al in  town at 1 2 :  00 and h ad an operation  for 
appendicitis at about 1 : 4 5 .  

On F e b . 1 8 ,  we h ad a mission to  L inz .  We took off  at about 7 : 45 with twelve 500s for the 
south marshalling yard of Linz.  ( Flew 683 . ) Brown threw out a can of  urine that came back 
and covered  the  window o f  the  b a l l  with  ice so I couldn ' t  see anything . I got out l ong 
before we got to the target as it was too cold in the bal l .  When we got t o  the I . P .  I got 
in the ball  and stayed there ,  ' ti l l  we were off the bomb run ,  to be protected from flak ; 1t 
was very l ight , however . We bombed by P . F . F .  from 2 7 , 000 .  On the way back , we went up t o  
2 8  000 t o  avoid  some weather ( we fl ew about 1 /2 t h e  mission  i n  a hazy cloud ; we could  
ha;dly see our wing-men) , and up  there the temp . dropped to -50° and of  all  t imes , my  right 
e l ec t r ic shoe  went out . I almost but not quite , froze that foot before we got down low . 
We got back O . K .  and l anded at about 3 : 50 .  Our r adio-man was Hartley . That made number 1 6  
for  me . I had a very slight case of  the bends in my r ight knee today and when I got ?own , 
it still  felt stiff.  When I went to bed , I noticed that it was swol len and full o f  l i q u i d  
again , l i ke  t h e  t i m e  I had i t  drained at Scott Fiel d .  The next day I went u p  �nd had _ the 
Capt (Doc ) take  a look at it.  He wrapped it up and said to let h im see it once in a while . 

On F e b .  2 2 ,  we had a 4 : 50 H-hour . We took off at 8 : 25 with twelve 500s . Our target was a 
marshall ing yard at Lindaw, a l ittle town on the eastern end of  L ake  Constan c e .  ( F l ew 
683 . )  We were to cross the Alps at 1 7 , 000 and then go down to 1 4 , 000 over the tar�et . . The 
8th 9th 1 2 th and 1 5th Air Forces were al l coordinating to try to disrupt commun1cat1ons  ' ' ' 

1 1 . in  southern  and western  Germany by  knocking out  almost a l l  o f  the mar sha ing y�rds.  
Knowing we were going in  so low,  we ( our crew) got the pilot ' s  permission  t o  try  a l it t l e  
s t r afing i f  we  g o t  a chanc e .  E v er y th ing went O . K .  ' t i l l  w e  got t o  the target ; it was 
covered by an undercast . So we flew around up there  for a w h i l e  and t hen h eaded for an 
a lternat e ,  but  it too was covered so we started back looking for a target of opportunity . 
We found .  and bombed from 2 5 , 600 ft , a bridge ( r ailroad) at Maniago ,  Italy . We r e a l l y  h i t  

that bridge ! We had a very good bomb pattern on the middle of  the bridge . We came on back 
and landed at 4 : 2 5 .  I saw more pl anes in the air that day than I ' ve ever seen at one t ime ; 
there  were 1 7s and 24s and 5 1 s  and 38s all over the sky ! The 346th,  and 347th squadrons 
( in our group with us and the 348th )  were after a different target from ours that d ay ,  and 
got jumped by fighters .  Several guys were hit , but al l of the ships got back . That was 1 7  
for me. 

On Feb . 24 I made another m i s s i o n .  Br own flew w�th Templeton ' s  crew and I flew with L t  
Kanes crew. We took o f f  at about 8 : 45 for a marshalliQ,Q_, yard at Verona i n  northern  I t aly . 
We got there and found it clouded over so we �ent on up�Liraz and bombed another marshalling 
yard .  We really hit both ends of the yard  so anyone behind us could  r e a l l y  get what was 
t r apped in the middl e .  I h ad traded in my heated suit that morning for a different kind 
( F-3 ) .  I t ' s  a pretty good suit , but my left knee and my t ail r eally got cold from touching 
the  co ld  met al . My interphone was frozen  and was out ( 4 5 ° below ) most of the time at 
altitude . Once they called for an oxygen check and my interphone was out so I didn ' t  know 
it . A l l  o f  a sudden ,  my power went off and they cranked me up. They thought I had passed 
out and they really scared me when they shut off my power ! Brown saw lots of fl ak bursting 
very near my bal l ,  over the t arget , and was worried about me, but I didn ' t  even see it as I 
was watching the bombs go down and I saw them really hit ! We were at 26 , 500 .  Gr az wasn ' t  
even one of our alternates for the day ; they were all covered . We had twelve 500s . I flew 
673 . We l anded at about 3 : 30 .  

..... 



I 

ii 
: i 

, I 

On Feb . 2 5 , we took  o f f  at 8 : 20 with  twelve 500s in 694 for a marshall ing yard at Linz ,  
Austria. We went in  at 2 3 , 000 ft ( 30° below ; a nice warm day for a change ) .  We got a lot  
of  f l ak and it  was really close , but we only  got 4 small holes . Some other ships in other 
squadrons of our group got shot up pretty badly and some guys got h it hard. I watched the 
bombs go  down and hit r ight  where they were supposed to! They tried to put up a smoke 
screen , but they were too l ate.  We really hit the o l d  target agai n .  O n  the way up , we 
passed c lose  to  Munich . There  were 1 7s from the 8th over the city and there was "Beau 
coup" flak up over the target . There was also some stuff  that I had never seen  befor e .  
They say it was rockets being shot up from the grou·nd.  There ' d  be a white streak going up , 
then a black puff and then a bunch of wavy black lines going back down . We came back D . K .  
and l anded at 3 : 05 . That was 1 9 .  

On Wed . Feb 2 8 ,  we got paid ;  I got $ 1 6 . 30 .  At about 1 1 : 00 we took off  for Naples . ( Brown , 
Roberts , Hawkins , Mac , and myself ) , on the rest-camp ship.  We got to the Naples airport at 
about 1 1 : 3 0 and went by truck  to the harbor . We left on a boat at about 2 : 00 and got to 
Capri at 4 : 1 0 . We were assigned a room ( a l l  5 of us in one room) in an annex to the main 
E m .  Hote l , the P ag ano Vittorio . We had chow and then went out to look the town over , and 
have a few drinks . The next morning , I slept l at e  and in the afternoon , al l five  o f  us 
went fishing with a guide . We had no luck but found a couple of  star fish . That nite ,  we 
didn ' t  find much to do . The next morning , we got up at about 8 : 00 ,  had breakfast ,  and then 
the  rest o f  the  guys  went fish ing and I went to see the Blue Grotto .  It ' s  a cave with a 
water floor . The wall on one side extends only a few feet below the surface and the l ight 
comes into  the c ave  in  that way , making the  water all  through the  cave g l ow l ik e  
phosphorous . Very nice ! ( I t  was a boat trip and took about 3 hours . 1 bought 3 neckl aces 
and 2 br acelets at a float ing gift shop on way to cave . )  I n  the afternoon , we just fooled 
around and that nite we went to a dance at the Manzano hotel . There were Red Cross g i r l s ,  
WACs and l t a l i an

.�
ir l s ,  and far too many Gl s .  The next morning , we fooled around and in 

the afternoon Hawk� and Mac and I went to see an old monastery ( the Certosa) bui lt  in 1 3 74 
by the C arthusi an monks . A p r iest showed us  thr ough it. He was a jolly  guy ( 33 years 
old ) .  He bummed a cigarette from one of the guys as we left , and another one asked me for 
a stick  of gum . Gum , candy , and cigarettes were worth more than money on the island . We 
visited the Terrace and Valentino clubs ( Red Cross clubs ) and got ice cream there l ater on . 
T h at nit e ,  we went to a movie.  Sunday morning , I went to church in an old chapel built by 
some Germans . Chaplain was a Lt Col . In the afternoon , we j ust fooled around . Sunday 
nite , there was another dance .  Monday morning , we  went to  see  Tiberius castle ruins with a 
guide . ( Walked to castle . )  We had a "water guide , "  and the  l and  gu i des were mad at h im 
for taking some of  their  business . Monday afternoon , we went by horse carriage to see 
Anacapri  ( a  town at the other end of the  i s l and ) and the  Chapel  o f  San Mich e l , and 
everything else on that p art  of the i s land . We a lso  saw some o f  the houses ( v acation 
h ouse s )  of  I t al i an big-shots  and other s . We  saw ,  among others , houses of  Mussolini and 
Ginger Rogers . That nite,  we went to a movie. Tuesday morning , we fooled  around and d i d  
some shopping . That afternoon and evening we went t o  shows . Chow was very good and we had 
all we could eat .  Ital ian waiters served the meals by courses , and g i r l s  served coffee . 
T h e  dining h a l l  was Af1tt+. the  basement o f  the Em .  Hotel . An orchestra  pl ayed during each 
meal and the head waiter wore tails.  We ate fr om regul ar d ishes at t ables  seating four 
peop l e .  T y p ic al meals  wer e :  Breakfast--fruit juice , hot cereal , fried eggs , bacon and 
toast and coffee .  Lunch--a tomato and cheese appetiser , then a good hot dish and salad and 
bread  and j e l l y  and t e a ,  then  pudding for desser t . Dinner--soup , then meat , potatoes , 
vegetables,  bread and butter , and coffee , then pie for dessert . The island was a very nice 
p l ac e ,  I had a very good time and hated to leave .  All of my expenses ( guides , souvenirs ,  
tips , etc . )  came to about $ 1 1 0 . 00 .  T hat was a l ot , but it was worth it . On Wednesday 
morn ing , we left  the  i s l and at about 9 : 00 . We got to Naples about 1 1 : 00 and left there 
about 4 : 30 ( pilot was late ) .  We got back here at about 5 : 1 5 and that w as the end of rest  
camp ! 
On F r iday , March 9 ,  we got up at 5 : 30 and took  o f f  at 1 0 : 3 5 for a miss ion to  Bruck ,  
Austria.  We had twelve 500s and were to  bomb the marshal l ing yard from 27 , 500 . We had t o  
bomb the primary o r  one o f  the alternates only visual l y .  Everything was covered s o  we flew 
around up there for a while ( 45 ° below) and then came on back and l anded with our bombs at 
5 : Del{ . We s aw no fl ak or fighters . We did get credit for the mission . That was 20 for 
me. 

- 47-

On  March 1 2 ,  we got up at 4 : 1 5 and took off  at 8 : 20 .  We bombed the Floreadorf Oil Refinery 
at Vienna with twelve 500s from 26 , 000 ft by P . F . F .  There was a l ot  o f  fl ak ,  but it was 
very  inaccurat e ,  especial l y  for Vienna .  My interphone was out half the time today , and 
they cranked me out again when I missed an oxygen check. It  was quit e warm today , but my 
right shoe caused a lot of trouble .  A l l  of us (Em) except Brown ( grounded ) flew with mixed 
officers . Warner was pilot . We came back O . K .  and l anded at 3 : 00 . That was number 21 . 

On March 1 3 , I had another mission . Steve and I flew with a mixed crew and Hawk,  Mac , and 
Roberts flew in Sqd. lead ship . We took off at 9 : 1 5  w ith twelve  50 0s and went over the  
marshal ling yards at Regensberg at 2 5 , 000 .  We had a very long bomb run and final ly  dropped 
the bombs . I didn ' t  see a single burst of flak all  day and neither did  anybody e l s e .  I t  
w a s  pretty  warm u p  there  for a change .  We got back O . K .  and landed at 4 : 2 5 .  When I got 
back to the tent , up walked Lt Bridston and Lt Delbert Ryland . I had sent a note into the  
Foggie officers club about 2 days before to  have Ryl and look me  up  i f  he was stationed near 
here. He is in 95th Sqd . of the 82nd Gp , about 4 mi les  out of Fogg i a ,  so h e  c ame over . 
He ' s  fly ing a P-38 .  Lt Bridston checked out as Sqd lead today . 

On  March 1 6 ,  we made an H-hour and took off  for a mission to the F loridsdorf Oil Refinery 
at Vienna. Our number 4 engine started throwing oil and we had to  turn back at the head of 
the Adriatic .  The boys went on and really go the heck shot out of  them. The next two days 
we stood H-hours and then on March 1 9  we ( Brown , Segal , and RobertsI were grounded) �ade a 
3 : 50 H-hour and took off at 9 : 35 with ten 500s .  We went in and bombed the marshal l ing yard 
at Landshut , Germany , from 1 7 , 000 ft . There was absolutely no f lak  on the whole  mission 
and we r eally  hit the target . It  was nice and warm for a change ,  22 ° below. We came back 
O . K .  and l anded at 5 : 30 .  That was 23 . 

On  March 2 1 ,  Steve , Mac , Roberts , Hawk and I took off at 7 : 40 with four 1 000s .  We went in 
and bombed ( P . F . F . )  the Kag Ran (Kag Ran is on edge o f  Vienna)  Oil Refinery from 30 , 000 ft . 
I t  was 5 0

° or more below and real ly  cold .  We got lots of flak and it was really accurate .  
We got smal l holes in  both wings , t ail and bomb bays . Cade was pi lot ; his l ast mission and 
he really had trouble with 3 engines . We came back O . K .  and l anded at 3 : 05 . �hat was 24.  
March 20,  we went to Foggia  and had our pictures taken ( singley ) .  

On  March 24 , 1 945 , the 1 5 th A i r  Force hit Berlin for the first time in its histor y .  Our 
Group and squadron went along and the boys really hit their t arget a t ank f act ory  with 
their _ five 1 000s .  There was flak , but not too much or too accurat� over the target .' They 
�ere Jumped by ME-262s ( j ets )  and 1 90s on the bomb run ; no bombers went down and onl y one  
Jet was accounted for . None of  our crew was on the mission . 

On  March 26 , we had  a 4 : 25 H-hour . Brown flew as waist gunner on another ship ( lead) and 
S�eve,  Mac , Hawk, Roberts,  and I were on 683 with Capt Martin . We took o f f  at about 7 : 4 5 

with  thirty-eight 1 00�s . I f lew tail and Hawk flew bal l ;  he wanted to see the bombs hit 
once .  W� went in at 1 8 , �00 ( 4 , 000 below briefed alt . )  and bombed a marshal l ing  yard  full  
o f  ro�l ing stock at  Weiner -Neustadt , a l ittle south of  Vienna. There was no flak and we 
made it all D . K .  I didn ' t  wear a flak suit this t ime either . We c ame on b ack  O . K .  and 
l anded at 1 : 25 . A really good E . T . A . ! ! 

On  T�es . ,  Apr . 3 we h ad a 5 : 1 5  H-hour , but the mission was cancelled.  At 1 1 : 00 we had a 
meet mg_ and were told that al l crews Were assigned to  a f l ight ( A B C D ) . Br ids  ton is  
part-time l e ader_ o f  D

1
f�ight

.,
and _ also group lead for the C . O .  of our squadron (Lt  Colonel 

�ndersonJ . He flies a mickey ship all the t ime so  I was put on Lt Kemple ' s  crew ( wingman 
i n  A fl igh t )  • . U� until about 1 / 1 /2 weeks ago ,  I was ahead of  all the E . M .  on our crew in 
the number of missions , but then they flew several missions in "mickey'' ships and I stayed 
on the  ground so now Mac , Roberts , and Hawk have 26 ( I  have 25 ) Brown has 21  and Steve 
has 20 . I ' m a

_
head of all the officers except ��//,q-w.8,4i(t:d__ 

On  T ues . Apri l  3 ,  1 94 5 ,  and Wed . ,  Apri l  4 ,  we made H-hour s ,  but the  missions  were 
cancelled. Brown , Steve, Mac , Hawk and Roberts were fly ing sqd .  lead with Capt E scott . I 
was bal l-man on my new crew, Kemple ' s .  On Thurs . ,  April 5 , we got the mission in . We took 
off at 8 : �0 ( I  f lew i n  0 1 5 ) with  360 0 lbs  o f  fr ags . We bombed ( v i sua l l y )  a fighter 
air fie l d i n  the Udine  area,  at the  head of  thR Adriatic , from about 26 , 000 . The bomb 
explosions �er� so small I couldn ' t  see where they h i t .  There  was very  l it t le  f l ak and 
only one ship in the sqd . got hit ( horizontal stabilizer ) .  We came on back O . K .  and l anded 
at 2 : 20 . That was 26 for me . 
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On Sat . , April  7 ,  we made a 5 : 45 H-hour . We took off at 8 : 55 in 380 with six 1 000s .  We 
went over our target area at 2 9 , 000 but it was covered by c louds so we made several  360 s 
and then ( no fl ak) we headed for an alternate ,  but couldn ' t  see that either , so we came on 
back and landed , with our bombs , at about 3 : 50 . Our target was a rai l r o ad bridg e .  I t  i s  
between Verona and the Brenner pass .  The mission counted and gave me  27 .  

On Sun . , Apr il  8 ,  we ( K emple ' s  crew) made an  H-hour as standby . We took off  at 8 : 35 and 
turned back at the head of the Adriatic as nobody fell out of the formation . We c ame back  
and landed at 1 2 : 00 .  On Mon . ,  April  9 ,  we had the latest H-hour this sqd . has had since we 
got here ; it was 7 : 00 .  The officers took a long t ime at briefing  and when they came they  
said  our  t arget was  top  secret  and  the  r est of us  ( radio too ) would not be  briefed . We 
took off at 1 1 : 00 with 2400 ,  instead of the usual 2700 gals.  of gas and 3600 lbs of fr ags . 
We went up the Adriat ic parallel with the I talian coast . At 20 , 000 ft . ,  we turned over the 
land and crossed the front lines ( just a couple of miles inland ; the British hold the coast 
where we crossed ) . The front l ine was very clearly marked by big white " T ''s and a big red 
"F" and lots of red flares . We dropped our bombs on a definite  area  ( open country  where  
there  was  s upposed to  be  a big  concentration of enemy troops and military installations , 
j ust a couple of hundred yards across the l ine . Then we r al l ied  and c ame back home . We 
saw some " friendly" fl ak near the target that was sent up

.,
to help guide us , by the Br it ish . 

We also saw some flak that was close and "unfriendly . "  I saw one ship leave the formation 
smoking badly . We landed O . K .  at  4 : 05 .  
( 6 8 3  s h i p )  W e  dr opped o u r  bombs at 1 4 : 1 0  and when we landed the navigator told us that a 
big offensive was to start at 1 5 : 2 0 .  We were trying to  "pave the way" for the boys  on the  
ground ,  and if  the Germans were where we  were told they would be ,  we did a good job because 
the photos shown at critique proved that we really hit where we were supposed to . That was 
2 8 .  

On April  1 0 ,  they had the same loading list as was used the previous day . ( That was an air 
force order . )  The H-hour was 4 : 50 . The rest of the mission was the s ame as the previous  
day except that we  bombed a little further behind the  lines . On  the  way back ,  we  heard a 
news broadcaster telling about it , and saying an o ffens i v e  by  ground  forces was soon t o  
fol low . A bombardier in another squadron of  our group got hit by flak today ; they didn ' t  
have too much " unfriendly" flak up there today , but what was there was quite accurat e .  We 
had a Lt  Colonel ( fl ight surgeon) along today ; he came just for the heck of it . On the way 
back , I helped him to get into and operate the bal l ;  he got  quite  a kick  out  o f  i t .  We 
c ame back  O . K .  and l anded at 1 : 05 .  T ake-off was at 8 : 30 .  That gives me 29 . The target 
for the day was called " apricot orchard" and was in the Imola area about 25 miles south o f  
Bologna .  The target for the second day was called "Charlie" area.  

On Apr i l  1 2 ,  I f lew left  waist  in 388,  lead ship of  our sqd . The pilot was Capt Escot t .  
I t  was my fligh t ' s  day for replacement and that ' s  how I happened to be  u p .  H-hour was at 
5 : 00 and we took off at 8 : 25 with twelve 500s .  We went up over I taly and dropped our bombs 
from 2 3 , 500 at an ammunition dump on the outskirts of Venice . T h e  bomb ardier thought h e  
missed the  t arget . T h e r e  was n ' t  much f lak ( I  didn ' t  wear a flak suit ) and I didn ' t  see 
much of what there was as I was busy throwing out chaff. We came back part of the way over 
land and part way over the Adriat ic .  We landed O . K .  at about 1 : 50 .  That made 30 for me . 

On Sun . , April 1 5 ,  we had a 5 : 35 H-hour . We took off in 0 1 5  at 9 : 1 0  with thirty-four 1 00s . 
We went up across I taly ( diagonally)  to the Mediterranean coast and then i n land at 1 9 , 0 0 0  

ft . I s aw a big + and a triangle with smoke-pots marking the front line.  We went quite a 
way past the  l ines to  the  edge o f  Bolog n a .  We bombed an ammun it ion dump and troop  
concentration on  the very edge of  town ( I  saw a few bombs over-shoot and hit  some buildings 
on the edge ) .  We were briefed for 7 flak guns , but there seemed to be t oo much f l ak for 
those few guns . The f l ak was very accurate .  Today , for the first time,  one burst close 
enough to the ball for me to hear it ( in other positions o f  the ship  i t ' s  easier to hear 
them; I have a l ittle motor in the ball , r ight beside my head , that drowns out the sound of  
all but very close flak ) . We only got about 5 small holes , however . We came on back O . K .  
and l anded at 3 : 5 5 . T oday ' s  oper ations were top secret and 1 5  ships from our sqd . flew 
( two plans , red and blue) . The blue plan hit a r ailroad bridge . That was 3 1  for me . 
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0n Mon . ,  April  1 6 ,  they had the same loading list up and we took off  at 8 : 55 with s ixteen 
250s .  Went up the s ame way as the day before ( ship 531 ) .  I again saw the big white cross 
and t r i angle  on the  groun d ,  and found out they marked the l . P . ;  not the front , which was 
marked by a line of " friendly flak" down low .  The weather was c lear a l l  the  way u p ,  but  
the  t arget ( Bologna  again ) was covered and the area right around it too.  We started down 
the bomb run , but rall ied off about 3 miles short of the target . We came on back with  our  
bombs ( there were no  alternates ) and l anded O . K .  at 2 : 20 . We did get credit for a mission. 
That made 32 for me. 

On  T u es . , April  1 7 ,  the same loading l ist was up again .  We took off at 9 : 20 with s ixteen 
250s .  We went up the same way as pr eviously  and , as befor e ,  opened our bomb b ay doors  
while still  over the water . E ach t ime we went there I saw more of  the  ground markings . We 
went in and bombed an ammo dump and too�drfcentrations on the edge of �ologna from 1 � , 000 . 
T he  flak  was slight and not accurate .  

1

The navigator had been complaining of a pain in the 
region of his appendix , so about fifteen minutes after bombs away we l e ft the  rest  of the  
formation and went down low and came home alone .  We got back and landed O . K .  at 2 : 55 ,  about 
45 minutes before the rest of them. T hat was 3 3  for me . Balog  and  T e l epak finished  up  
today . They were armorer and navigator on my new crew. 

On  Sat . ,  April  2 1 , t he  group  had  the  first  personal  inspection it had had since coming 
overseas . T hen they had a review afterwards . I got out of that thank  goodnes s !  I f lew .  
H-hour was  5 : 30 .  We took off  in  789 at 8 : 45 with twelve 5000s . We passed through lots of 
bad weather , but got through O . K .  and came to our t arget ( the s econd alternate  as the 

others  were covered )  which was a marsh alling  yard  named Alatung Puchiem . We got to the 
place and found that it was already well hit .  We flew over the target at 1 3 , 50 0  with  our  
bomb-bay s  c losed .  We then made a 360 and repeated the performance the  same way . Then we 
made another 360 and went over with our bomb-bays open . We s t i l l  didn ' t  drop our bombs , 
but  made another 360 ( thank goodness there was no flak )  �?d finally dropped the bombs . I 
saw them hit . They missed  the  t arget  about 2 50 0 yds .�'lrt (3ie). just  about completely  
demol ished  a small  t own . Then we turned around and headed home . We  landed O . K .  at 3 : 35 .  
We were lucky t o  get credit for that bungled job , but we did.  That made 34 ; only one to go 
now . 
H-ff;,;.J.fVr k..� 
� the navigator , finished up April 20 . I n  case I ' ve not written it before ,  Lt Bridston 
is now group lead ( flying p i lot  for Col  Anderson )  and Ass t .  Oper at ions O fficer o f  our  
squadron . /,le had had the position s ince the  first of the month . 

On  Mon . n i te , Apr il  2 3 ,  Bridston made Capt . I t  was a good deal and I was glad to see him 
get it .  Rather , it was Sun . nite ,  the 22nd that he made it . 
On  Mon . , Apr i l  2 3 ,  1 945 ,  I flew my 35th sortie.  We (Kempl e ' s  crew) took off at 7 : 55 with 
twelve 5000s in 01 5  ( that was the 1 07th mission for that ship ) . We went up the Adriat i c  
and crossed  the  co ast to our left to come t o  our target . I t  was the Albaredo road bridge 
and is somewhere in northern I taly near Verona .  We  went in  on our  t ar get at 2 4 , 000 and 
weren ' t  bothered by  any f lak . I fol l owed the bombs down and they did a good j ob on the 
bridge .  Before we got too far away , the  smoke h ad c l eared and I s aw t h at p art  of  the  
bridge  was  miss ing . I t  was only -25 ° and really warm compared to some of  the missions in 
Dec . and Jan .  We came on back O . K .  and landed (without flaps as one side wouldn ' t  go down) 
O . K .  at 1 : 50 .  That was number 35 and a real milk-run .  
O n  Wed . ,  .,.pr i l  2 5 ,  Hawk and Dabney ( radio-man on another crew) and I went out for a walk 
and shot up all the .45 ammo we had . I t  was a lot of fun .  Hawk,  Mac , and Roberts finished 
their  miss ions the day after I did . Wed . morning , the four of us , and other guys who have 
finished l ately , were sent  down t o  0 1 5  to h ave our  pictures  t aken to be sent  to the  
home-town papers . 

On  Sat . ,  A p r i l  2 8  the  group celebrated its 2nd year overseas . The 41 6th had a show troop 
from Bari that put on a 2-hour stage show . I t  was outside and the rain made us go  inside  
for  a few  minutes in  the middle of the  show . There were four I talian girls , three I talian 
men , and two G l s .  Considering the conditions , it was a good show . On Sat .  morning , Apr i l  
2 8 ,  t h e  or ders o f  Mac , Hawk , Roberts ,  and myself  went in to Group in prepar at ion for going 
home . On Mon . , April  3 0 ,  1 945 ,  we got paid .  I again collected  $ 1 6 . 30 . On F r i . ,  M ay 4 ,  
H awk , Robert s ,  Mac , and I ,  along with others , were briefed at group and on May 5 we left 
the Sqd . at about 9 : 30 .  Dean and Dick Brown were on the ship that flew us to  Naples.  Dick 
was co-pi lot . When we l anded , we were  l oaded into trucks and taken to Repple-depple #7 
j ust outside Naples . Whi l e  there  ( 6  days ) ,  we t ur ned i n  s ome clothing  and equipment , 
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checked _our records , h ad our  money changed into  US  currency , and completed a few other 
formalities .  On May 9 ,  we had a small parade and a few speeches in h onor o f  V-E day . On 
May 1 0  I was al e r ted for shipment for May 1 1 .  Hawk , Mac , and Roberts were not . While at 
Repple-depple ( that stands for Repl . Depot)  I pulled one detail ; unloading trucks at P . X .  
O n  May 1 0 ,  I left the Repple-depple.  We went by trucks through Naples to  the water- front . 
At about 1 0 : 00 I went on  board  the  t r anspor t ,  USS  Mount Vernon . A t  about 4 : 00 that  
afternoon  we set sail  for the  US .  On the way , I saw the Rock o f  Gibralter and the  coasts 
of Spain �nd Africa. There were about 7 , 000 on board .  I was in Compartment D-7 , down low  
in the  middle o f  the ship . No convoy ,  we were a l l  alone the whole way . The chow was very 
good on board ,  and I had no duties at all .  The first troops on board  had  K . P .  and guard  
duty  a l l  the  way  across . The  ride was smooth and very few got sick;  I didn ' t .  At about 
4 : 0� p . m .  on Sun . ,  �ay 20 , we docked at Long Island ,  N . Y .  I saw the Statue o f  Liberty from 
a d istance . Nothing  spectacular ! They started unloading at about 4 : 00 and 1 came off at 
about 1 0 : 00 .  As soon as we got off ,  Red Cross ladies gave us ice cream , c ak e ,  mil k ,  and 
candy bars . Then  we got on a big ferry that took us to the mainland .  There, we got on a 
train that took us to Camp Kilmer , N . J .  We got there at about 3 : 00 a .m .  and at about 4 : 00 
they  h ad a full  steak  dinner  for us in the mess hal l .  We were processed on Mon . , May 2 1  
and  T ues . morning , at about 1 0 : 00 ,  we left by  troop train for Fort Sheridan , I l l .  We got 
to Sheridan at about 3 : 00 p .m . ,  Wed . , May 2 3 .  We again processed and I found that I had 7 1  
points  t oward my  8 5  necessary  t o  get a discharge.  However , one oak-leaf cluster had not 
been put on my records and a battle star for the Po v a l l ey was s t i l l  corning through , so  
when  I g et them added  to  my records I ' ll have 81 , j ust 4 short . On Thurs . ,  May 24 ,  I was 
given a partial payment of $ 1 0 .00 and also $1 9 . 00 for meals while t raveling . At about 3 : 00 
we were g iven our furlough papers and left Fort Sheridan . My papers gave me until  June 29 
to report to Santa Ana, California. Seven days}:ere to be considered t r av e l - t ime and the  
r es t  furlough  t ime .  I spent Thurs . nite at Ag..':ffl·t3�in Evanston ( Ch icago)  and left on  the 
"400" the next day . I got home about 9 : 1 5  p . rn . ,  Fr i . ,  May 2 5 .  The box of souveni r s , etc .  
I mailed from the Sqd on May 1 got here May 3 1 . 

I had  a very good  t ime while  home and was sorry to leave when the t ime came. I left home 
on a bus at 1 1 : 30 p . m .  on June  2 5 .  I caught the  1 : 00 a . m .  t r ai n  from E au Claire  t o  
Chicago . Paul iregg was with me.  We spent Tues . looking around town , and Tues . nite I had 
a date with Pat Houle,  who ,  with other g i r ls , was working in Chicago for the  summer at 
Staffer ' s .  Then  I went out  to  the Municipal Airport at about 3 : 30 a .m . ,  Wed . ,  the 27th.  
( While at home, I had tried to  get train reservat ions from Chicago to  L . A . ,  but fai led ,  so 
Tues . morning I h ad cal led  the A . T . C .  o ffic� at the airport and asked for a hop west . I 
had been told to come out and did so before � date with Pat . I was g iven ( free ) a t icket  
with  "D" priorit y , and  told  I would  leave  Chicago at  4 : 55 a .m . , Wed . ) When I got ther e ,  
that flight had been postponed because of weather and we finally took o f f  at about 8 : 00 .  We 
l anded at S i oux  City , I owa  and I was "bumped" ( with others )  for two hours . Then we took 
off and had about a hal f hour lay-over at Denver , then one at Ogden ,  Utah , then at Hamilton 
F i e l d ,  near ' F r isco , and finally  landed about midnite at Stockton , California, j ust south 
of ' Fr isco . We stayed there over-nite in barracks and took off the next morning for L . A .  I 
l anded at L . A .  about noon on Thurs . ,  June 28 . I spent the nite in a hotel and went out to 
Santa Ana the next day . We st ayed in the old cadet barracks . The chow was the best I ever 
h ad .  We served  ourselves " smorgasbord"  style .  There were always 3 or 4 sal ads , 3 or 4 
vegetables , appetizers,  soup, steak , or some other food meat , ice  cream and cake ,  or p i e  
( both ) twice a day , cokes 3 t imes a day , rolls , mj lk ,  and butter .  We could have as much of  
everything as we wanted. Really good. We had our records checked , got  a physical ( very  
thoroug h )  h ad l ectures and  were  c l ass i fi ed . I c ame out  of  the  r ecords check with  2 
oak-leaf clusters to the Air Medal ( they wrote back for my 3rd) and 5 b a t t l e  s t ar s .  T h ey 
woul dn ' t  count the 6 points for my reserve t ime as they did at Kilmer and Sheridan . I now 
h ad 75 points on my r ecords and 5 coming . I was g i ven my choice  o f  j obs and chose 
clerk-typist . I asked to be stationed near Wisconsin.  The sgt  said he ' d  try  to send me to  
T ruax Field and went into another office to see i f  he could arrange i t .  When he  came out  
he  said I was going to L iberal , Kansas . Because of  a shortage of  permanent party ,  all  of 
us had to pull one day of detail , Most of us were on K . P .  I ,  however , got the store  room 
j ob and did  almost nothinq all day . Most of what I did do was typinq . I took a Red Cross 

5! - -
trip to  Hollywood and saw the h omes o f  many stars  ( Dick  P owell ,  Wi l l  Powel l ,  Char l i e  
Chapl in , Robert  T aylor  and Barbara Stanwyck,  Wallace Beery , Maria  Montez ,  Joan Fontaine , 
and many others ) . We also wal ked through the estate ( Picfai r )  of Mary P ickford .  We ( about 
2 0  boys  and a g u i d e )  walked  r ight  through the  middle  o f  a small  l awn party  near her 
swimming pool ( she wasn ' t  in sight ) .  Very nice place !  We h ad free lunch in the  Bever l y  
H i l l s  Hotel  and l ater  I h a d  supper a t  Mike Lyman ' s  restaurant . I n  the evening , I was a 
member of the studio audience for two radio broadcasts ; they were Herbert Marshal in "A Man 
C a l l ed X "  and the  " P h i l i p  Morris  P r og r am"  with  G inny Simms . Boy can she sing ! I also 
visited the Bridstons at Pasadena .  The pilot still wasn ' t  back from I t a l y ,  but I talked  
with  Mr . and Mrs . and  daughter Margaret . They are Norsk Lutheran and nice homey people .  
Later , they drove me around t o  see the Rose Bowl and other s ights . A fter supper , I went to 
church  with Margaret , who is  about 21  and a cadet nurse  at F a i r v iew Hospital in 
Minneapol is.  She was home on vacat i on . When I was ready to l e a v e ,  she drove  me to the  
Union  depot in  L . A . , where  I g ot a bus for Santa Ana.  I saw Dick Bryan the day before I 

l e ft . L t  Hawbaker was still there and left the day before I did.  He was going to the Air 

Corps Liaison section at Fort Snell ing . I left on troop train ( pul lman ) _ on Fri . , J u ly  l3 , 

and arrived at L iberal , Kansas ( a  town of  about 4 ,000 ) about 7 : 00 Sun . nit e ,  July 1 5 .  

On Wed . , July 1 8 ,  I was classified . They told me there wer� no typist _positions open,  but 

that I could have my choice of the l ine or M . P . s  I took the�P . s  On F r i . , July  2 0 ,  I had  

my first job .  I ,  with another guard ,  left Liberal by B-24 to go to Gage ,_ O�la .  We  were to 

relieve , for the nite,  2 guards on a C-47 that had had to land on a� aux i l i ary  f ield  down 
ther e .  We spent the nite there and left there the next afternoon in an AT-1 1 for Liberal . 

I t  took about 25 minutes down and 25 back.  That was an easy job . For s everal  days  a fter  

that , I guarded the  g as stor age  dump at the field here ;  then I started working the south 

gate .  On Aug . 1 ,  the field held open house to civilians and on Aug . 2 ,  I left on furlough . 

I c aught a hop  i n  an A T - 1 1  t o  DesMoines , I owa and the Rocket to St . Paul . I took_ off at 

9 : 00 a . m .  and was home by 8 : 00 p . m .  Paul was home ' till  the 1 0th .  I had  a g ood t im_e and 

l e ft home the  morning o f  the  20th . I s pent that nite in Kansas City and g?t to L iberal 
about 8 : 00 p . m .  on the nite of Aug . 2 1 . That was 1 5  days and 4 days t r avel  t ime . I n  the  

post  o f fice  was  a pay  check  for  $ 1 0 . 00 that had been there s ince about the 2nd or  3rd of  
Aug . 

On  Sep 2 ,  I got a check , in the orderly room, for $51 . 56 as part payment for Aug . On Sep 
1 0  I stood Guard of Honor for a 2-star Chinese general . There were about 30 o f  us M . P . s  
in '  the  guar d .  We stood  at present  arms wh i l e  the  b and p l ayed  the Chinese and then our 
anthems . Then we stood at attention and were inspected by the general and sever al o f  the  
post colonels . Nothing much to it . 

Rumors began f l y ing about the  f ie ld  c l os ing by  t h e  end of Sept . ,  and final ly they were 

confirmed. Boys began leaving about the first o f  Sept . for other  fields . I c l eared the  

f ie ld  on  Sat . Sept . 2 2  and  then  j ust loafed around ' till  about Thur s .  the 27th . Then my 

orders came out authorizing me to leave Liberal on Mon . ,  Oct . 1 for separ at ion at T r u ax 

F ield . We ( 1 1  of us ) left L iberal about 8 : 00 p .m .  Mon . and got to Madison about 6 : 00 a . m .  
Wed. I got a hotel room and then went t o  the Univer s ity  and enro l l e d .  l wasn ' t  due  _ at 
T ruax  ' t i l l  2400 Thurs . ,  but got there about 6 : 00 p .m .  Fr iday morning I had my clothing 
checked  and a physical . F r i .  afternoon we h ad a lecture  and a p r i v ate  t a lk  with  a 
counselor  about any prob lems we  might have. Sat . morning we signed our dis5R�rge papers 
and were finger-printed. About 1 : 00 p . m .  on Sat . ,  Oct 6 ,  1 945  I was handed�· l ast  pay . 
I t  was $ 1 86 . 30 by  check and $ 5 0 . 00 cash . Then we had a farewell talk  by the chaplin and 
then by the C . O .  of the field, a Lt Colonel . When he finished his talk,  the Col called our 
n ames and one-by-one we went to  the  front o f  the  room , s al uted  and were handed our  
discharges . I got mine at about 1 : 40 p . m .  Mine was the first name called . I left camp at 
about 2 : 00 p . m .  Sat . ,  Oct . 6 ,  1 945 . That was the end . I h itch-hiked home and got home by 
9 : 00 at nite.  

Thank you , Dave ! We hope that this  w i l l  st imulate those among 
us who kept d i ariesto  send copies  for  future e d i t i on s . ,. 

Our latest proj ections  show thi s Society wind ing  down about the 
year 2 00 2 , and the Group War D i ary i s  almost done . We then have about one 
year ' s  Squadron D i a r i e s , and then I shall  have to start printing  p ictures 
of my grandch i ldren . geo . 
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checked _our records , h ad our  money changed into  US  currency , and completed a few other 
formalities .  On May 9 ,  we had a small parade and a few speeches in h onor o f  V-E day . On 
May 1 0  I was al e r ted for shipment for May 1 1 .  Hawk , Mac , and Roberts were not . While at 
Repple-depple ( that stands for Repl . Depot)  I pulled one detail ; unloading trucks at P . X .  
O n  May 1 0 ,  I left the Repple-depple.  We went by trucks through Naples to  the water- front . 
At about 1 0 : 00 I went on  board  the  t r anspor t ,  USS  Mount Vernon . A t  about 4 : 00 that  
afternoon  we set sail  for the  US .  On the way , I saw the Rock o f  Gibralter and the  coasts 
of Spain �nd Africa. There were about 7 , 000 on board .  I was in Compartment D-7 , down low  
in the  middle o f  the ship . No convoy ,  we were a l l  alone the whole way . The chow was very 
good on board ,  and I had no duties at all .  The first troops on board  had  K . P .  and guard  
duty  a l l  the  way  across . The  ride was smooth and very few got sick;  I didn ' t .  At about 
4 : 0� p . m .  on Sun . ,  �ay 20 , we docked at Long Island ,  N . Y .  I saw the Statue o f  Liberty from 
a d istance . Nothing  spectacular ! They started unloading at about 4 : 00 and 1 came off at 
about 1 0 : 00 .  As soon as we got off ,  Red Cross ladies gave us ice cream , c ak e ,  mil k ,  and 
candy bars . Then  we got on a big ferry that took us to the mainland .  There, we got on a 
train that took us to Camp Kilmer , N . J .  We got there at about 3 : 00 a .m .  and at about 4 : 00 
they  h ad a full  steak  dinner  for us in the mess hal l .  We were processed on Mon . , May 2 1  
and  T ues . morning , at about 1 0 : 00 ,  we left by  troop train for Fort Sheridan , I l l .  We got 
to Sheridan at about 3 : 00 p .m . ,  Wed . , May 2 3 .  We again processed and I found that I had 7 1  
points  t oward my  8 5  necessary  t o  get a discharge.  However , one oak-leaf cluster had not 
been put on my records and a battle star for the Po v a l l ey was s t i l l  corning through , so  
when  I g et them added  to  my records I ' ll have 81 , j ust 4 short . On Thurs . ,  May 24 ,  I was 
given a partial payment of $ 1 0 .00 and also $1 9 . 00 for meals while t raveling . At about 3 : 00 
we were g iven our furlough papers and left Fort Sheridan . My papers gave me until  June 29 
to report to Santa Ana, California. Seven days}:ere to be considered t r av e l - t ime and the  
r es t  furlough  t ime .  I spent Thurs . nite at Ag..':ffl·t3�in Evanston ( Ch icago)  and left on  the 
"400" the next day . I got home about 9 : 1 5  p . rn . ,  Fr i . ,  May 2 5 .  The box of souveni r s , etc .  
I mailed from the Sqd on May 1 got here May 3 1 . 

I had  a very good  t ime while  home and was sorry to leave when the t ime came. I left home 
on a bus at 1 1 : 30 p . m .  on June  2 5 .  I caught the  1 : 00 a . m .  t r ai n  from E au Claire  t o  
Chicago . Paul iregg was with me.  We spent Tues . looking around town , and Tues . nite I had 
a date with Pat Houle,  who ,  with other g i r ls , was working in Chicago for the  summer at 
Staffer ' s .  Then  I went out  to  the Municipal Airport at about 3 : 30 a .m . ,  Wed . ,  the 27th.  
( While at home, I had tried to  get train reservat ions from Chicago to  L . A . ,  but fai led ,  so 
Tues . morning I h ad cal led  the A . T . C .  o ffic� at the airport and asked for a hop west . I 
had been told to come out and did so before � date with Pat . I was g iven ( free ) a t icket  
with  "D" priorit y , and  told  I would  leave  Chicago at  4 : 55 a .m . , Wed . ) When I got ther e ,  
that flight had been postponed because of weather and we finally took o f f  at about 8 : 00 .  We 
l anded at S i oux  City , I owa  and I was "bumped" ( with others )  for two hours . Then we took 
off and had about a hal f hour lay-over at Denver , then one at Ogden ,  Utah , then at Hamilton 
F i e l d ,  near ' F r isco , and finally  landed about midnite at Stockton , California, j ust south 
of ' Fr isco . We stayed there over-nite in barracks and took off the next morning for L . A .  I 
l anded at L . A .  about noon on Thurs . ,  June 28 . I spent the nite in a hotel and went out to 
Santa Ana the next day . We st ayed in the old cadet barracks . The chow was the best I ever 
h ad .  We served  ourselves " smorgasbord"  style .  There were always 3 or 4 sal ads , 3 or 4 
vegetables , appetizers,  soup, steak , or some other food meat , ice  cream and cake ,  or p i e  
( both ) twice a day , cokes 3 t imes a day , rolls , mj lk ,  and butter .  We could have as much of  
everything as we wanted. Really good. We had our records checked , got  a physical ( very  
thoroug h )  h ad l ectures and  were  c l ass i fi ed . I c ame out  of  the  r ecords check with  2 
oak-leaf clusters to the Air Medal ( they wrote back for my 3rd) and 5 b a t t l e  s t ar s .  T h ey 
woul dn ' t  count the 6 points for my reserve t ime as they did at Kilmer and Sheridan . I now 
h ad 75 points on my r ecords and 5 coming . I was g i ven my choice  o f  j obs and chose 
clerk-typist . I asked to be stationed near Wisconsin.  The sgt  said he ' d  try  to send me to  
T ruax Field and went into another office to see i f  he could arrange i t .  When he  came out  
he  said I was going to L iberal , Kansas . Because of  a shortage of  permanent party ,  all  of 
us had to pull one day of detail , Most of us were on K . P .  I ,  however , got the store  room 
j ob and did  almost nothinq all day . Most of what I did do was typinq . I took a Red Cross 
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trip to  Hollywood and saw the h omes o f  many stars  ( Dick  P owell ,  Wi l l  Powel l ,  Char l i e  
Chapl in , Robert  T aylor  and Barbara Stanwyck,  Wallace Beery , Maria  Montez ,  Joan Fontaine , 
and many others ) . We also wal ked through the estate ( Picfai r )  of Mary P ickford .  We ( about 
2 0  boys  and a g u i d e )  walked  r ight  through the  middle  o f  a small  l awn party  near her 
swimming pool ( she wasn ' t  in sight ) .  Very nice place !  We h ad free lunch in the  Bever l y  
H i l l s  Hotel  and l ater  I h a d  supper a t  Mike Lyman ' s  restaurant . I n  the evening , I was a 
member of the studio audience for two radio broadcasts ; they were Herbert Marshal in "A Man 
C a l l ed X "  and the  " P h i l i p  Morris  P r og r am"  with  G inny Simms . Boy can she sing ! I also 
visited the Bridstons at Pasadena .  The pilot still wasn ' t  back from I t a l y ,  but I talked  
with  Mr . and Mrs . and  daughter Margaret . They are Norsk Lutheran and nice homey people .  
Later , they drove me around t o  see the Rose Bowl and other s ights . A fter supper , I went to 
church  with Margaret , who is  about 21  and a cadet nurse  at F a i r v iew Hospital in 
Minneapol is.  She was home on vacat i on . When I was ready to l e a v e ,  she drove  me to the  
Union  depot in  L . A . , where  I g ot a bus for Santa Ana.  I saw Dick Bryan the day before I 

l e ft . L t  Hawbaker was still there and left the day before I did.  He was going to the Air 

Corps Liaison section at Fort Snell ing . I left on troop train ( pul lman ) _ on Fri . , J u ly  l3 , 

and arrived at L iberal , Kansas ( a  town of  about 4 ,000 ) about 7 : 00 Sun . nit e ,  July 1 5 .  

On Wed . , July 1 8 ,  I was classified . They told me there wer� no typist _positions open,  but 

that I could have my choice of the l ine or M . P . s  I took the�P . s  On F r i . , July  2 0 ,  I had  

my first job .  I ,  with another guard ,  left Liberal by B-24 to go to Gage ,_ O�la .  We  were to 

relieve , for the nite,  2 guards on a C-47 that had had to land on a� aux i l i ary  f ield  down 
ther e .  We spent the nite there and left there the next afternoon in an AT-1 1 for Liberal . 

I t  took about 25 minutes down and 25 back.  That was an easy job . For s everal  days  a fter  

that , I guarded the  g as stor age  dump at the field here ;  then I started working the south 

gate .  On Aug . 1 ,  the field held open house to civilians and on Aug . 2 ,  I left on furlough . 

I c aught a hop  i n  an A T - 1 1  t o  DesMoines , I owa and the Rocket to St . Paul . I took_ off at 

9 : 00 a . m .  and was home by 8 : 00 p . m .  Paul was home ' till  the 1 0th .  I had  a g ood t im_e and 

l e ft home the  morning o f  the  20th . I s pent that nite in Kansas City and g?t to L iberal 
about 8 : 00 p . m .  on the nite of Aug . 2 1 . That was 1 5  days and 4 days t r avel  t ime . I n  the  

post  o f fice  was  a pay  check  for  $ 1 0 . 00 that had been there s ince about the 2nd or  3rd of  
Aug . 

On  Sep 2 ,  I got a check , in the orderly room, for $51 . 56 as part payment for Aug . On Sep 
1 0  I stood Guard of Honor for a 2-star Chinese general . There were about 30 o f  us M . P . s  
in '  the  guar d .  We stood  at present  arms wh i l e  the  b and p l ayed  the Chinese and then our 
anthems . Then we stood at attention and were inspected by the general and sever al o f  the  
post colonels . Nothing much to it . 

Rumors began f l y ing about the  f ie ld  c l os ing by  t h e  end of Sept . ,  and final ly they were 

confirmed. Boys began leaving about the first o f  Sept . for other  fields . I c l eared the  

f ie ld  on  Sat . Sept . 2 2  and  then  j ust loafed around ' till  about Thur s .  the 27th . Then my 

orders came out authorizing me to leave Liberal on Mon . ,  Oct . 1 for separ at ion at T r u ax 

F ield . We ( 1 1  of us ) left L iberal about 8 : 00 p .m .  Mon . and got to Madison about 6 : 00 a . m .  
Wed. I got a hotel room and then went t o  the Univer s ity  and enro l l e d .  l wasn ' t  due  _ at 
T ruax  ' t i l l  2400 Thurs . ,  but got there about 6 : 00 p .m .  Fr iday morning I had my clothing 
checked  and a physical . F r i .  afternoon we h ad a lecture  and a p r i v ate  t a lk  with  a 
counselor  about any prob lems we  might have. Sat . morning we signed our dis5R�rge papers 
and were finger-printed. About 1 : 00 p . m .  on Sat . ,  Oct 6 ,  1 945  I was handed�· l ast  pay . 
I t  was $ 1 86 . 30 by  check and $ 5 0 . 00 cash . Then we had a farewell talk  by the chaplin and 
then by the C . O .  of the field, a Lt Colonel . When he finished his talk,  the Col called our 
n ames and one-by-one we went to  the  front o f  the  room , s al uted  and were handed our  
discharges . I got mine at about 1 : 40 p . m .  Mine was the first name called . I left camp at 
about 2 : 00 p . m .  Sat . ,  Oct . 6 ,  1 945 . That was the end . I h itch-hiked home and got home by 
9 : 00 at nite.  

Thank you , Dave ! We hope that this  w i l l  st imulate those among 
us who kept d i ariesto  send copies  for  future e d i t i on s . ,. 

Our latest proj ections  show thi s Society wind ing  down about the 
year 2 00 2 , and the Group War D i ary i s  almost done . We then have about one 
year ' s  Squadron D i a r i e s , and then I shall  have to start printing  p ictures 
of my grandch i ldren . geo . 
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Dear George ; 
When Maudie and I vis ited with all you fine people of the 99th las t month 

in Albuquerque , I seem to remember you and Bernie and poss�bly Lew me�ti�ning 
that maybe I should work up something regarding what a Radio O�erat�r s J ob 
cons isted of during the time we fl

7
w those mis sions . I have gi�en �t some 

considerable thought and bel ieve I ve covered mos t  of what we did without 
getting personal , but I may have overlooked. : a  thing or , two . 

First off , a Radio Operator was expected to know about �11  the plane ' s  . 
radio equipment , from the Liason Receiver and Transmitter which .were the Radio 
Operator ' s  basic equipment to the VHF , the Command Set , the Radio Compass . We 
had a "Frequency Transmitter Tuning device" , what it ' s called es capes my memory , 
but we had to be able to use that effect ively , and then we had the I . F . F . , and 
this Identification Friend or Foe instrument we knew only how to turn it on and 
off at the appropriate t imes and where to poke through the clear plas tic tape 
to destroy that equipment if that became necessary . 

Probably , the best  way I can des cribe _wh�t our duties were is to follow 
the usual sequence of  events on a combat miss ion . 

First thing was the trip to HQ �ith . the P�lo�s ,  Navigato�� and Bombardiers 
to the mission briefing . As I rememoer it , this is where we picked . up . the 
escape kits , first aid kit in additi?n to the infor1;1ation o� the br:efing . We 
always received the "Code of the Day ' sheet along with the information . abo1._1t 
the re-call code word.  When we arrived at our plane we were then to distribute 
the escape kits and then brief the gunners about the mission . At thi s time we 
boarded our B-17  and readied the Radio Room for the miss ion . Ass embled the 50  
calibre machine gun and hooked up the ammo belts  (wi thout charging the gun) and 
then set un the radio log with the first initial entries . 

1,,Jhen the Pilots s tarted the engines you s igned "On Watch" at the specific 
time of engine start , in your Radio Log and remained "On Watch" �rom that time 
until you were deep into enemy territory and always beyond the time where the 
re-call code word miQht come through . At that time you always made that entry 
into your Radio Log ,

0

"0FF WATCH TO MAN THE BATTLE STATION '. "  Thinking about it , 
that was a somewhat dramati c entry . Too bad Hollywood missed that one . 

Your ability to fire that Machine Gun was somewhat l i�ited s ince i � was 
pos sible to get both wing tips , the dorsal fin and the Radio Antennas with that 
machine gun , so any firing from the Radio Room �ould have to be pr�tt� much 
straight up . There have been times when our waist gunners were slipping around 
on the empty cartridges as they fired at enemy planes and all � c�uld do w�s . stand there with my Machine Gun in hand se�rching everyw�ere within tha� limited 
s cope for an enemy to shoot at . That didn t happen and it was frus trating . The 
only enemy plane to go through my s ights was an FW 190 that . had made a fronta� 
attack and he whipped over our top in a fl icker of an eye with no chance to fire . 
Sgt . DeLay , our Engineer , had given that German a hefty b last and the enemy was 
already on fire as he cros sed over us and did go on down. 

Next , as you turn on the I . P .  for your bomb run , the time arrives for us to 
dispense chaff? , window? , what ever it was called , . but it was tin fo il cut in 
specific radar lengths to foul German radar on their . flak guns . Where do you 
suppose they installed that chaff chute? In �he Radio Room, of course . After . chaff dispens ing completed you are then well into the bomb run and th7 Bambardier 
calls , "Bomb Bay Doors Opening" .  Rad�o then opens the bulkhead door into the 
bomb bay and watches them open reporting them open when that cycle complete . 
Next you sweat out al l that flak that is coming up any way . You hear the 
Bomb�rdier call , "Bombs Away ! "  This is a phrase that has its drama too and 
Hol lywood did make something of  that . We had to watch ' em go and reported the 

Bomb Bay Clear , but only if it WAS clear and I ' ve seen it when bombs hung up , 
but that ' s  another s tory . As your Bombardier reported , "Bomb Bay Doors Clos ing" , 
you watched ' em c lose  and reported them closed when that cycle was complete . 

If you had the "Bombs Away Mes s age" to send , (Only one plane was assigned 
to do this out of  the Group) , you en- coded the message , tapped it  out and when 
it was receipted , you completed that entry into your radio log . 

Somewhere in here , the Co-Pilot would call Radio to have him transfer fuel . 
The Engineer showed the Radio Operator how to do this when he joined the Crew . 
You had signed back "On Watch" when you s ent the Bombs Away message and remained 
there , (unless you had fighters) until you landed and your Pilots shut the 
e�gines down . You closed your log at that time , cleared up the Radio Room, 
picked up the escape kits and the first aid kit and turned all this information 
and material into the proper authority . 

On non-operational days , radio operators went to s chool up at HQ and were 
either drilled in code and radio operation , or you got les sons in First Aid .  We 
were regarded as the "Medic" on the plane , but no one ever told us who would 
take care · of us if we should have been hit .  The res t of the Crew always went 
into Foggia for fun and games . It was s aid that when a Radio Ooerator went 
down or what ever ,  it j ust  fouled up his s chool record . 

George ,  
hope that my 

I hope this is s ufficient and if  I ' ve left anything out it ' s  my Radio Operating Colleagues will not be too rough on my memory . 
We ' ll see you in Dal las . 

Always ; 

p.c. K 

P . S .  One other thing is that we kept the pilots informed 
as we received the weather sequence reports . 

NEWS , D U E S  & V I E WS 
Note that through some unknown agency thi s  out f i t  has located 

more than thi r teen s tragglers ,  i nclud i ng such celebr i t i e s  as  F i bber and 
Canvasback . This  c a l l s  for celebr a t i o n ,  i nclud i ng a short beer or two . 

We recently read a r e a l - l i f e  thr i l ler whi ch i s  very t i me l y , THE FOUR DAYS OF . MAYAGUEZ ,  by Roy Rowa n .  The book i s  a n  account o f  the p i r a t i ng of  the Con t a i ner vessel  Mayaguez by Cambo d i an s  and the removal of the 40-man crew a s  hostages . There was not even a handgun on the shi p .  There  was also  no way  for  the US  to  contact the Cambodian  government , and  hence the oper a t i on had somefi lbert and Sull ivan aspects on the d i ploma t i c  s i de . The solut i on of theoperat i on a l  problems i n  the face of  very scant i n t e l l igence makes a compe l l ing slory which seems to have a counterpart i n· the Iran  of 1 98 8 .  george 

we have furni shed SQUADRON/SIGNAL one hundred of our 99BG p i ctures . 
our fr i en d  at  S/S , N i ck Water s ,  a s sures me that the p i ctures have a r r i ved 

s a f e l y  and are  be i ng processed . I have men t i oned that we prop�se  to  sen cl 
another hundred p ictures i n  the i r  tur n ,  and then �et another f i ft y  . . We are 
quite  happy with the use_..whi ch S/S has m�d� of  the i r  present photo l ibrary . 
Note what  a good j ob S/S d i d  on Hans-He i r i ' s  book , STRANGERS I N  A STRANGE 
LAND . geo 
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This office has compiled the following lis t of  worthy publicat i ons 

of �robable interest to our wor thy members. We are surprised a t  the number 
of B - 1 7  books avail able , and we are a l s o  surprised that many of these books 
are of  recent is s ue. 

Robert Whitcombe , an Associate member ,  has  s ent us a love ly copy 
of B-17 FLY I NG FORTRESS , by H . P. Willmot t .  Somehow we had not heard of this 
fine book before , but it is a good one ! 

#2 L I ST OF B-17 BOOKS 

B-17 FLY I NG FORTRESS Steve Birdsall Development of the B-17 
& Tr aining Manu a l , 

Ae ro Publishers , Inc. , 329 West Aviation , F allbrook CA 92028 

15 l'h�!J 88 

B-17 FLYING F ORTRESS Je f f rey E thell 
$7. 95 (1988 ) Sterling Publishing Co. , Inc. 

One photo of 9 9 th pl anes 
2 Park Ave . New York , NY 10016 

B-17 FLYING F ORTRESS Alwyn T. Lloyd Derivatives 
(1983 ) Aero Publishers , 329 W .  Avia tion Rd. , Fallbrook CA 92028 

B-17 FLYING F ORTRE SS 
Gallery Books 
(1980 )  

H . P. Willmott One pho to of  348th in action 
1122 Madison Ave . New York NY 10016 
Good analysis of stra tegy 

B-17 I N  ACTION  Steve Birdsall Two pho tos of  Never Satis fied 
$ 3 . 95 (19 7 3 ) S/S , 1 115 Crowley Dr . ,  Carr ollton TX 75006 
Phone 214/242- /485 0930 to 1830 EST 

B-17 I N  ACT I O N  Larry Davis Three pictures of Second Patches , 
one of #46430 after she had unloaded the bombs through the bombay door s , and 
one of a Viet-era Big I ron Bird . 
$ 6 . 00 (1984 ) S/S , 1 115 Crowley Dr . ,  Car r olton TX 75006 

B-3 6  I N  ACT ION  Jacobsen & Wagner , Development with 6 references 
to 9 9 SRW 
$4. 95 in 1 980 from S/S , 1115 Crowley Dr . ,  Carroll ton TX 75006 

BOEING B-17 E & B-17 F , FLY I NG FORTRESS Short History of B-17 
$2. 50 (1988) S/S , 1 1 15 Crowley Dr. , Carrollton TX 75006 

F IFTE ENTH AIR FORCE STORY Kenn C .  Rust List of  Mis sions and Markings 
His torical Avia tion Album , P. O . Box 3 3 , Temple City CA 91780 

F I GHT I NG COLORS 
$ 6. 95 ( 1 986 ) 

Steve Birdsall Six photos  of  9 9 th pl anes 
S/ S ,  1115 Crowley Dr . ,  Carrollton TX 75006 

FLY I NG FORTRESS E rnest R. McDowell Eleven good pictures of  9 9BG 
plane s , including the first use of a parachute as a brake 

$ 7 . 95 (1987) S/ S ,  1115 Crowley Dr . ,  Carrollton TX 75006 

STRANGERS I N  A STRANGE LAND , Hans-Heiri Stap fer Allied Aircraft flown 
by the Axis 

$8. 95 (1988 ) S/S 1 1 15 Crowley Dr. , Carrollton TX 75006 

THUNDERING PEACEMAKER F rederick A. Johnson 9 9 SRW , B-3 6 s  
Bomber Books , Box 98231 , Tacoma WA 98499 

TWELFTH AIR F ORCE STORY Kenn C. Rus t  List of  mis sions and Markings 
His torical Avia tion Album , P. O . Box 3 3 , Temple City CA 91780 

r 
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N EWS , D U E S & V I EWS 

DARING•DEEDS•OF•HANDSOME•HORACE 

Horace says a man 's dog tags are his 
best friend when he is captured because 
without them one could be shot as a spy. 

RESTRICTED 

71.e .5).!) fh flet,J clo.se f'orfJ?crT/Dn 
. .  .,_,_...,_. 
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We hope that any o f  our membe rs who went to  the USSR w i l l  wr i te 
a l ttl e account of the i r  tr i p .  g eo .  

Q U OT E S 

from IRON EAGLE 
, The cha nces of f i n d i ng the REX seemed almo s t n i l . Be s i d e s the :torn tney were endur ing ,  they fa ced the cold , dar� wall  of  a f i e rce Atlant ' ::.torm front .  And to  m- ,<::e "'at'- - .. i c 

_ 
· ,,., , .  

• 
' - 0 •  ,,, L-Er"' ,·, ors e ,  the NBC correspondent aboard was ?lar:in i , .::,  a l ive , coa s t-to-coast  broa6ca.st at  1 2 : 7 5 tho t '  ,,, L M ( navicator ) h - Q - t  · � " , . , 

,_ ' · � irr.� e a y  the 

tl'"''=' . J r· 

ao � o  imc. te '" tne i n terception ,rould  t2ke  p l 2. c e . Fortunat e l y  
�

��� �ot  t�r�ugn t�e f�on t ,  unscathed though E�aken , and cane out into  �L i �ht sunah i ne . 1 hemi nut e s passed  At  1 2 · 2 1 , , . 
and the cu n v · , d " · · , new c l oucs enfolaeo them 

th::. · -
a ar:i i sne . Then at 1 2 : 2 3 the sky opened ag·a i n .  And at  1 2 · 2 5 ·�Y were  � tar i ng s tra ight ahead a t  the b i g  I t a l i a n  l i ner . 

· ' 

John 
E i ghteen years  later , LeMay received a letter  from a rn-n named 

th 
F .  �oya� who �a s . a  pa s s e nger on the REX that day . tt When  I oboarded 

a
e-R�X , .he wrote , a aoz e r:i or more leading  F a s c i s t s  were oresent .  . A  w

�
� "' a

�
�eo  on therewere whi s pe rs about the proposed meet in; of  the p l a nes

s 

��· '-' s i � · Th�y scoffed  and sneered . . . . Came the cay ! .  I was on the br i d  e 
;�:�a!1�n

F
::

c
�::

s · Wh�n t�e bombe rs . dropped through the clouds i n  perfect
g 

_ 
I �hr i l lea at  the s i ght . . . . .  They were spee chl e ss  and 

�ot a wor� wa s hearo from them for the rema INDER OF THE TRI P .  E y k yel l ed ana screamed and went to the bar - i t  was g l o r i ous . "  
ve r y

p . ;� l
e e  

We apolog i ze for  the fact  that l iquor has  gotten · t 
of our stor i e s . the Ed . 

in o y e t another 

s tri kin�l :��
e

�
t e vent s  1� Rus s ia have reve aled a s ituat i on which contra s ts 

the H;s¥,
y

like
h

Bu�:e:;�u;����a�n
a��e p�{i�s .  

d
!hen the . youn? intelle ctuals of' 

moral H contradi c tions " of the i . Y, i s s atisfied with the social and 
Rus s ian Communism as the hope �f 

0
;�e 

8
��:;!: 

1
���:d !�: t and s aw a� idealized 

��J
e

��
e d .  To1a

t
y

h
th� youn� Rus s ian intelle c tuals,  lmpat1!;�

u

�}
i

��e 
1
�,����f!� ,rranny o e v ommunis t Party, look to the 'Ne st which the als o e 

ideali ze . _ The trial of S inyavs ky and Danie l ,  and it;  c�nsequen�es ,  cl�a;i;p
s 

s how t he disi l�� i o� o!. a .generat i on • • • p .  407 
TH� FOUR1H N:AN, by Andrew Boyle 

from IRON EAGLE , by Co ff ey 

Judge Ralph Nuttor - pol  it · 1 1 ' b  had once bee n  an  Ame r i can -civrl L i be
��� y 1 � er a l  Ca l i forn i a  j ur i s t  who 

s eve ral  men at  a cockta i l  party h 
ies  U� i on at torney ,  was talking to 

the conve r s a t i on . 
w en a ment ion of  G e neral LeMay came i nto  

At  thi s ,  Nutter turned and  s a i d ,  Cur t i s  LeMa y . "  I named my olde st chi l d  after  

Eve ryone there , awar f th h 
and LeMay ' s  conse rva t i ve 

. e . o � uge gap betwee n Nutte r ' s  l iberal pol i t i c a l  v i ews , fell  s i lent . p ·  sa i d , " How could  you name your chi l d  ft  th 
. . i na l l y , one man 

Nutt 1 k d 
a er at  r i ght-wi ng son-of-a-bi tch? " 

duri ng World  ::r ��  
e 

I
at  t�e m� n and  � a i d

'.
" I  s e rve d under him  in  Engl and 

t h 
. was navigator in  h i s  3 05th Bomb Group . He was �o , oug ?n us , he t r a i ned us so hard and pre a.red a on t bel i eve I " d have survived to  have a ch i' lpa' i' f. 

� s so wel l ,  I hones t l y  
LeMay . "  i t  were n ' t  for Cur t i s  p .  440  

r 
I I 
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f rom FLYING FORTRESS  b y  Edward Jablonski 

One leadi ng Br i t i sh wr i te r on avi a t i on , P e t e r Masef ield , went  so 
far a s to suggest that the B- 1 7  was not  suited to European combat and that 
the American a i rcraft i ndustry woul d  do better to drop it an d turn to bui l d i ng 
the n ew Lan cis ter,tor n i ght bombardment .  p .  3 1  

We are i nve st igat i ng the poss i b i l i ty of pub l i sh i ng a u n i t  h i story 

of the 99th , and i n the process  we re ad this  i ncomparabl e l i t t l e gem ! 

from U . S . SUBMARINE VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I I  
A Spec i a l  E d i t ion  by Taylor  Publ i sh i ng Company 

At 1 807 . . we f ound and p l ucked seven survivors of  the B - 2 9  
Supe rfort #76 2 , a f f ec t i onately  kn own t o  her crew a s  " The Pewee . " W e  were 
the f i rst subma r i ne to  re scue crewme n  from a B-29 . 

As we maneuvere d to  an a l l  stop pos i t ion , our reduced spe ed warped 
us neatly  a longs ide  thetwo raft s , port s i de t o .  The moderat e s e a ,  now on 
our be am , caused us to 'beg i n  w a l l ow i ng i n the troughs , roll i ng unstead i ly 
pe rhaps 1 0  or 1 2  de grees . Eage r hands  hauled the t i red and crampe d a i rme n  

onto the d ecl<::ifhe re they we re then hustled to  the b r i dge and below decks . 
One of  the l a s t  to  be haul e d  aboard  was , by pure chan ce , a l s o  the sma l lest . 
Unf ortunat e l y , when he was swung aboard by two of our bigge s t  deck hand s ,  

there was n o  one t o  steady h im whe n  hi s fe et h i t  the d eck . At that prec i s e  
i nstant  the boat r o l l e d  sharply to  starboard and w i thout s l acken i ng h i s  
spee d ,  i n  an unbalanced ,  he ad-down pos i t i o n ,  l i ttle  Corporal Dar i e nz o ,  the 

t a i l  gunner , shot across the deck p l opping unceremon i ously  i nto  the water 
on the s tarboard s i de ! The capt a i n ,  after watchi ng the total ly bew i l de re d 
a irman hauled aboard for the second t ime , amusedly  asked nobody i n particular  
"What  the He l l  was  goi ng on  down the re ? " With that  our  unf l appable C . O . B . , 
through cuppe d hands , be l l owed back , " That one was too smal l ,  capt a i n , so  
we threw h im back ! " 

f r om p .  3 6 ,  USS SPEARFI SH ,  The Rescue . 

from CODE NAME NIMROD by Jame s Le asor  

Al l i e d Inte l l ige nce calculate d the  wher eabouts of thes e divi s i ons by r a d i o  

i ntercepts  and  aer i a l  reconnai ssance , backed up by a n  i ngenious p loy of  the 

Fre nch Res i stance , some of whose a ge nts worke d i n local  l a un dri e s .  The y 

arranged that pr i ces for the German Army ' s  washing were a lways excep t i o n a l l y  

reasonabl e ,  an d so bound to  attract  custom . 
When a uni t  was moved elsewhere , the s e age nt s  woul d  d e l iberate l y  

mi sl a y  some o f  the i r  parce l s  o f  l aundry . The Ge rman  Quartermaste r conce rn ed 

ould  therefore g ive the l a undry  c lerk a f orward ing address . W i th i n  the hour 

the unj i t ' s  new address woul d  be on  i t s  way to  Engl an d by r a d i o  or carr i e r 
p i geon . p . 3 2 

·The que s t i on has come up - j us t  what i s  our s ituat ion  whe n  we publ i sh 
i te ms which we swore , back dur i ng WWI I  not ever to reve a l . I n  ce rtai n cases  
the oath is  s t i l l  b i nd ing and  val i d .  These are  cases  such a s  that of  NIMROD 
and LUCY , where harm could result  to in dividua l s  s t i l l  l iv ing . We s t i l l  del e te  
cert a in n ames from the news letter where the Res i st ance is  concer ned .  

But there i s  another class  of  in forma t i on which was re str icted 
because of possible,r f f ect  on mo r a l e . The shooti ng down of a B- 1 7  or  of a 
B- 2 4  comes un d e r that he a d i ng ,  a s  does a lmost every instance of our sort 
of stor y . I t  seems that we need have l i ttle fear o f  retribu t ion for te l l i ng 
our s t or i es . We here i n Nuevo Mej ico  have �e t s ever a l  gent l emen who are 

now gen er a l l yknown to  have been provi ded w i th new ident i t i e s ,  and I am sure 

that a l l  of  you coul d  each add to  the l i st , but f ew assass i n s  can stay on 
the t r a i l  for 40 y e ars . 

The moral i s :  g ive out w i th your storie s ,  f e llows ! 
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Wha:b We mus t  Know About C ommunism, Overstree t 
Thi s  advers ary ( The USSR ) has , in the name of 1,�arxism-Leninism, 

been moving ahead, step by calculate d s tep,  toward the building of a mon
olithic Stat e ,  arme d with the weapons of a nuclear age ; and this State 
has le arne d the pe culiar art of practicing totalitarianism at home and 
pie cemeal conquest abroad w:iile offering itself to  the world as the van-
guard of n Peace " , ,r Libe ration , "  and "Anti-Ir:1.perialism. 11 p .  ix 

Our own Constitution is symboli c of the whole . With all our diff
erence s ,  we can l ive toge ther unde r it, ge neration after ge neration - and 
refe r new que stions to  it , and try to grow up t o  it - for the paradoxi cal 
reason that no one can, once for all, state its ful l  meaning . 

'i'he " s c ience of l':larxism-Leninism, " in c ::mtrast , has no natural 
roots in the l ife of any people . It is  an art ificial  i�plantation in the 
hu.":'lan scene : a " conclus ive " inte lle ctual construct imposed upon the vast 
inconclusivene s s  of reality . No one would ever be come indoctrinate d  with 

it by his ovm e fforts to solve nroblens or by his normal ass ociati ons in 

the ?i ve and take of l i fe .  • • • I'he tas k of bringing it " from without" 

t o  those who would never, on their  own, arrive at a " corre ct view" i s  the 

endle ss preoccupat ion of C ormnunists eve rywhere . P • 40 
I t  was a queer moment in history,  but perhaps a prophetic one , when 

the Hungarian freedom fighters , giving a new twist to an old Marxian phrase , 
begce d the workers of the world to unite - against C onnnunism. p .  101 

Point ing up a s ingular paradox in the Soviet e conomy, Edward Crank
shaw speaks of " a  technical base s o_ rich that it can harnes s  the a.tom and 
girdle the globe , so  poor that it has no ta.lent to spare to mend a tractor. " 

p .  109 

what 
Onl y  

The 

f rom BETTER A SHI ELD THAN A SWORD , BY Edward Tell er 

Th� t the shield  i s  better than the sword i s  cons i stent both w i th 
the Soviet� used to  s a y  and w i th Rus s i a n  behavi o r  through the centur i e s . 
�f ter �resident �eagan agreed w i th them d i d  they start deny i ng i t .  
inten s i t y  o f  thei r  pub l i c  den i a l  i s  i mpress ive . p .  2 2  

R E U N I O N S-
5 Sep 1 9 8 8  1 9BG Assn . , St . Loui s  MO 

James A .  Ki racof e ,  2 7 4  Quinn Rd . ,  Wes t  Alexandri a  OH 4 5 3 8 1  
5 1 3 / 8 3 9-4441  

8 Sep 1 9 8 8  Swi s s  Internees Assn . , Dayton OH 
Wi l l i am Aeschbacher , 1 000  Champagne Dr . ,  Mar ion OH 4 3 3 0 2  

ph . 6 1 4 / 3 8 9 - 3 577  
1 2  Oct  1 9 8 8  8AFHS , Des Mo ines IA 

P . O . Box 3 5 5 6 ,  Hol l ywood FL 3 3 0 8 3  
2 l sep 1 9 8 8  Ass n .  o f  Former POWs i n  Romania  

Al Lobato 563  Potter Dr . Colorado Springs co 80909  
lmay 1 9 8 9  Bombard iers , Inc . , Dayton OH 

E . C . Humphr i e s , Star  Rt . # 1 , Box 2 5 4 ,  Eagle Harbor MI 
Sep 1 989 1 5AFA, Fort Worth TX 

P . O . Box 632 5 ,  March AF Base , CA 9 2 5 1 8  

1 989 99th Bomb Group , McAllen TX 
Jeff Waguespack , 1423  Tulip Ave . , McAllen TX 78504 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 1 9 8 8  DUES $ 1 5  

1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 7  NEWSLETTERS , $ 5  per year . 8 1  8 2  8 3  8 4  8 5  8 6  87  TOTAL 

NAME SQUADRON _ _  or ASSOC . 

ADDRESS  NEW RENEWAL 

CITY STATE Z I P  PHONE - - - ---------- ----- ---- ---- ---------* * * * * * * * * * 
Ma i l  to Walter Butler - 8 6 0 8  Bellehaven P l ace NE - Albuquerque NM 8 7 1 1 2  

Make check payable t o  9 9BGHS . Your address l abel shows the date 
to which you are paid up . 

We do not stop the subscriptions of  deceased members , we extend 
the s ubscr i p t i on gra t i s  for an extra year . But please remember to send us 
any change of addres s . 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

LEONARD TRAPP 
66  and retired 

HAROLD E. OYSTER 
further i n format i on . 

TA PS 
d ied Apr i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 8  o f  a coronary . Leonard was  

f r om Troy State Univer s i t y  - Troy , AL . 
Mrs . V i r g i n i a  Trapp ( wi fe ) , 1 1 7  H i ghland Ave . ,  

Troy AL 3 6 0 8 1  

deceased 6 Apri l ,  1 9 8 8  f r om a heart attack . No 

JESSE PAUL WHEELER I am enclos i ng the obituary of Colonel Jesse Wheeler 
who d i e d  F r i day May6th i n  Aus t i n  Texas after an extended i l lness . He was  
a personal f r i end of  mine . 

very truly yours , Arthur E .  White  - 347th 

WILLIAM BARNEY He died  Wednesda y ,  Apr i l  6 ,  1 9 8 8 , i n  h i s  home 
f o l lowing a lengthy i l lnes s .  A letter f rom Mrs . Barney may be found i n  
the Letters . geo . 

BRUCE BLOUNT Bruce d i ed about 2 years ago . Albert A .  Fleese . 
He i s  survived by h i s  w i f e , Jackie , of 8 2 0  N .  Br i dge st . ,  Chippewa Fal l s , 
WI 5 4 7 2 9  

t 
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