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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

GREErINGS AGAIN! 

Another two rronths have past and it is t� again to bring us up to date with the upcoming 
Reunion at Ft. Lauderdale, Tiorida. If you have not ma.de your reservations as yet, the 
time is TICM nmning a little short and we urge you to make those reservations new. We 
hope to see every one of you there. Julius Horowitz, Reunion Chainnan, Al Schroeder and 
now I.es Parsons are spearheading this reunion and all have �rked diligently to get all 
of the groundwork completed and they are still putting forth that great effort necessary 
to put this over as it should be. This Reunion is very well organized and I'm certain all 

will go without a hitch. 

Historically the 12th and then later the 15th Air Forces became a fonnidable and effective 
force. This force was proved by such targets as Gerbini, Sicily, targets in Austria. such 
as Steyr mere we lost 34 heavies in two days and at Regensberg where the 15th Air Force 
lost 39 heavy bombers on February 25th, and the total loss in 19 missions over Ploesti, 
Rumani.a of 223 heavy bombers and then there are many, many rrore of those rougp ones �1ere 

we went, we hit our objectives and sorre of us made it and sorre of us did not. What trerrend
ous men those forces were ma.de up of. I carmo;: forget that dedication and this goes for 
tli.ose men who kept our airplanes flying with their total dedication. We are, indeed, a 
nost elite group of men. 
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Compare this with placards being display7d by stu�nts procl1;1iming that 11!:bthing is woru:i 
dying for. 11 Carry that along with what 1.s happeru.ng today 'Wl.th much of this type of a�t1.
tude prevailing maybe these people should consider the reverse statenent, if 11!:bthing 1.s 

worth dying for, 11 maybe the degenerating freedom; we have had might get bad en:mg):1 that, 
''Nothing is worth living for." 
We again urge those of you who haven't rrade your reservations for the Reunion at Ft. Lauderdale 
to do so very �n and we' 11 see you all in Ft. Lauderdale! 

fa
t 

��G0c.i.. .. /{ 
C. Kenney :-+--

. u 

NOTICE: 99TH MEM3ERS UHO ORDERED GROUP OR SQUADRON PINS and 
THOSE WHO CONTEMPLATE ORDERING. 

I made a mi.6take OJ[. a whole ounc.h 06 them, i6 qou •.'Ji.6ii, in 
du c.J[.,Lbing the o![.iginat and fteduigned pin.6. See the 6ottowing 
and dJtop me a tine c.onfiiJtming OJ[. c.o![.Jtec.ting �ou![. OJ[.deft. 

()J[.,Lginat GJ[.oup: i.6 the ".bight with might" motto. The J[.e-
de.6if med g![.oup pin ha.6 the white .6hietd, diamond and Y and 
toga, 11 Diamondbac.lu". 

346th Squad![.on: QJ[.,Lginat, btud di.bk, .6nake, bomiJ with white 
and btue fiin.6. The Jtede.6igned pin ha.6 yellow tine.6 on uin. 

347th SquadJton: 0( a.6 it i.6. 

348th Squadfton: OK M it i.6. 

416th SquadJton: o![.,Lginat de.6ign ha.6 white devil; new duign 
ha.6 Jted de vii. 

Ii you have atJteady oJtdeJted, plea.be c.on6iftm a.6 to whic.h pin, 
oJtiainat oft fteduigned. Mo oJtdeJt wLtt be .6hipped with out you.ft 
c.on 6iJtmation. 

At.60 �lea.be be advi.6ed that dome.6tlc. po.6tage and pac.king will 
be ftequut�d, at c.o.6t, Plea.be Jtemit when you get y�uft oftdeJt, a.6 
thi.6 item wa.6 not 6iauJted in the c.haJtge.6 fioJt·the p�n.6. A.6 you 
know, they had to be-oJtdefted 6ftom Honolulu, then Jtepac.ked and mail-
ed. Softfty 0oJt the delay and mixup. 

Chaftle.6 E. MilleJt 
11 Ca.6.6 Avenue 
Atlantic., Iowa 50022 

Ole Bill Baird of the 17th Bomb says: 
I ain't ever fi��ered out who ought to g2t credit for a plane 

with the most missions. Do we give it to the crew chief, or the crews 
what flew it, or the guy in Operations who assigned it to milk runs? 

Please not2 that this office uses the Bill Baird system of using 
extra punctuationwhenever we have extra space to do so. 
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JUNE 2nd - JUNE §ibi !2§§ 

99TH BGHS REGISTRATION FORM: 

Member's Name - -------------------------------
Address - ----------------------------------
City _____________________________ State ________ Zip _____ _ 

Telephone Number - ------------------------------
Name of Spouse or Guest - ---------------------------
Member Registration Fee 
Spouse or Guest Registration Fee 

After 
May 1 

Friday June 3- Luncheon (optional) 

Before 
May 1 

Members & Guests (each) $15.00 $13.50 
Friday June 3- Jungl� Queen <oplional) 

Members & Guests (each) $20.00 $18.00 
Saturday June 4- Banquet (optional) 

Members & Guests (each) $25.00 $22. 5(> 

Meal prices include gratuities. TOTAL $ 

$ 

$ 

$ _________ _ 

Please indicate whether you will have an 
automobile during your stay. 

YES NO 

Make checks payable to 99th Bomb Group Historical 
Society. Please send registration and appropriate fees to: 

Jules Horowitz 
3507 Oaks Way, Apt 911 

Pompano Beach, Fl. 33069 
Tel # (305) 973-1677 

22 BOMB GROUP 

§Y� � EY� IN FT. LAUDERDALE 
THURSDAY JUNE 2 SUNDAY JUNE §i !2§§ 

RESERVATIONS: Airlines/Hotel SPECIAL AIRFARES 
EASTERN AIRLINES call 1-800-468-7022 ask for file 
EZ6P56 998G Valid dates May 31-June 10. 
CONTINENTAL AIRLINES call 1-800-468-7022 ask for file 
EZ6P56 99BG Valid dates May 31 June 10. 
AMERICAN AIRLINES call 1-800-433-1790 ask for Star 
f i 1 e 82::.,05 99Bi3 Valid dates May 31 June 1? 

a 10,HAHau11w auu u1;;11111uvt: Cl\.,l,Vu111 v• v11c1111au,1 d11u 111.:, ,t:yeuudlY µ11u1.::,. 
Illus. 335 s, 51/2' x 81/4", hdtxL............................. 8.95 

STRANGERS IN A STRANGE LAND: by Hans-Heiri Stapler. The slory 
of US aircrall in lhe hands of lhe Germans during WWII. Some were 
repaired and used by lhe Luftwafle lo train !heir pilols how lo fight US 
fighters and bombers while olhers were salvaged for melal lo build 
German aircraft The pictures of lhe scrapyards will pop your eyeballs. 
41 color side-views, 160 pholos, 80 P'JS, 11· x 81/2.', sflxL .................. . 

, ... ....... ,.......... .... . .. . . ... .... $8.95 
ADVANC D FIGHTER TECHNOLOGY, Sweetman. The future of 

•. ·''"··- 1--.i.. ..... 1 ....... ,.�., 

.. ....................................... , ............ , ....................... ,, .................... ;s<l:X,1, 

Published at $129.50 .•• Now $39.95 
TARGETPlOESTl:YEWFROM ABOMBSIGHT, LeroyW. Newby. The 
goal of the 15th Afr Forte In WW II was to destroy Ille al at Ploosll, and 
destroy the other Nazi laflJels assigned il The goal ol lhe crewmen or lhe 
8·24 "Hangar Queen," including Ted Newby, was lo suf\live 50 missions. 
Newby skillfully, sometimes humorously, Interweaves the "little picture· ol 
his crew wilh the "big pldure· al 15th AF. llfuslraled. 253 pgs., 61/4" x 
91/4', hardbound . ........ .............................................................. 4426D 

l 

-

STRANGERS IN A 
5TRANGE UNO .., __ 

y 
� 

\IY,A 

$�Q.!.QQ 
$.!.Q.!.QQ 



-4- E!�B 66 HOTEL & MARI�0 

Room Reservation Form 
(Please complete and mail with your deposi t) 

Name(s) ___________________________________ SQN# _____ ., _ _____________ _ 
Arri val Date _________________ Departure Date ------------------
Address __________________________________ # Iri Party -·----------·-
Phone _________________ Cred i t  Card# ________________________ _ 

Type of room desi red� Lanai _________ Tower _______ _ 

Room Rate: $60.00 per room 
Plus applicable taxes 

Check-in 3:00pm Check-out 11: 00am 
For arri val after 6:00pm, a deposi t or guarantee is required. 

Call toll-free:1-800-327-3796 (U.S.) 1-800-432-1956 (Florida) 
Local: (305) 525-6666 

Reservations must be made by May 1, 1988. All reservations 
after this date w i ll be on a space available basis. 

MAIL RESERVATIONS TO: P i er 66 Hotel & Mari na 
2301 S.E. 17th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33316 

WRITE FOR FT. LAUDERDALE VISITOR INFORMATION TO ENHANCE 
YOUR REUNION VISIT 1 ! 

Our budget simply does not permit us to reproduce and 
mail to you a lot of i nteresting informati on about 
Ft. Lauderdale that will add to the fun you can have whi le 
attending the 99th BGHS Reunion. Keep in m i nd that 
Ft.Lauderd ale i s  an all year resort area. To resolve this, 
when you complete and mail your Registrat i on Form, either 
write or call: Greater Ft. Lauderdale Convention & Vi sitors 
Bureau, 210 S.E. 8th Avenue, Ft Lauderdale, Fl. 33301 Tel. 
(305)765-5508 and ask for a p�ckage of welcoming information. 

If you have spec i f i c interests, tell them and I am sure they 
will fulfill your need for i nformati on. 

If you are interested in any of the followi ng 
activiti es: golf, fishing(party boat or charter), please call 
PAT <conci erge) at PIER 66 HOTEL 1-800-327-3796 or 1-800-432-
1956(Fla). She will try to make the necessary arrangements. 

I 
ARRIVING BY AUTO? I-95 South to Dav i e  Blvd, East to Federal 

Highway, South to S.E.17th St. East to Pier 66 Hotel. 

FLYING IN? You are 10 mi nutes from the Ft.Lauderdale Airport 
and 30 mi nutes from Miami Airport. 

LIMO SERVICE- FTL- Yellow Limo $6.00pp. Tel 527-8690. 
MIAMI- Red Top Limo $11.50pp. Tel 764-2211. 
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Your Editor jumped from the frying pan in�o the tep�d water when 

he published only the small portion of the plane 11st for whi�h we have 
names but not numbers. Herewith is the list of planes for which we do 
have numbers, most of which presently lack names. The purpose of all this 
is to smoke out more information to fill the blanks. And remember, lads, 
this goes to several museums and to several knowledgeable authors who can 
use the information. geo. 

746 
817 
818 

857 

883 
889 

918 

20313 

23010 
23011 
23018 
23026 

23045 
23129 
23129 
23133 

23164 
23244 
23251 

23259 
23344 

23383 
23389 

24570 

25061 

25223 

25340 

25413 

25419 
25470 

25476 
25477 

Rangy Lil 

Able Mable 

WO 14 Apr 43 
WO 10 May 43 
went down 
5 Jun 43 
went down 
10 May 43 
WO 10 May 43 
Damaged 22 Feb 44 

went down 
16 Jul 43 
went down 
24 Jun 43 
picture 
2-2-43 orders 
2-2-43 orders 
went down 
16 Aug 43 
WD 11 Jul 43 
WO 1 Aug 43 
WO 5 May 43 
went down 
5 Jun 43, 
picture 
WD 4 Jun 43 
WD 3 Sep 44 

went down 
16 Jun 43 
photo 
went down 
29 Jun 43 
WO 28 Jul 43 
picture of plane 
in air in files; 
WO 28 Jul, 13 Aug 43 
downed 11 Jan 
44 at Piraeus 
downed 10 Nov 43 
at Balzano 
downed 19 Dec 43 
at Augsburg 
downed 24 Jan 44 

over Bulgaria 
downed 25 Aug 43 
at Foggia; WD 
25 Aug 43 
2-2-433 orders 
2-2-43 orders 
WD 17 Apr 43 
2-2-43 orders 
2-2-43 orders 
WD 11 Apr, 
31 Aug 43 

348 BS 
416 BS 

348 BS 

416 BS 

346 BS 
346 BS 

416 BS 
348 BS 

41 6 BS 
346 BS 

346 BS 
347 BS 

416 BS 

346 BS 

Henke, Shaw, Moss, Joffrion, 
McKinney, Danielson, Coon, 
Galloway, Beeman 
Stuart, Hanke 

Wingfield 
Lewellyn t. Boatwright's crew 
William J. Cantwell crew 

Ebbers 

D.R. Black 

Nelson Kinnard 

Wm. Clark, Jim Bruno 

Fredrick G. Moseley's crew 
Roger Lyon's crew 

Roger C. Lyon 
John C. Oickels' crew; 
C.W. Wood 
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25762 

25765 

25769 

25786 
25832 

25842 
25856 

25856 
25946 
25948 
29483 
29492 

30396 

30446 

46282 
46376 

46385 
46400 
46430 

46492 
46660 

46683 
46721 
46726 
46789 
46866 

46868 
48187 

48388 
48431 
48718 

48726 
124366 

223018 

223189 
225419 

Shanker Ali 

Thunderbolt 

Queenie 

Bugs Bunny 
Bubba Doc 

Whizzer 

2-2-43 orders; 
WD 25, 28 Jun 43 
Turned over to 
Service Squadron 
at Bone 
2-2-43 orders 

WD 5, 18 May, 
25 Jun 
WD 5 May 43 
downed 19 Dec 43 
at Augsburg 

WD 3 Jun 43 
downed 10 oct 43 
WD 1 Aug 43 
WD 25 May 43 
WD 11 Sep 43 
WD 9 Aug 43 
downed 5 Jul 43 
picture in 
Rust, p. 48 
downed 2 Sep 43, 
Bologna 

photo, letter 
picture in 
file 

picture in 
Rust, p. 48 

WD 18 May 43 
picture in 
flight; picture 
in Rust, p. 48 

picture of tail 
picture in file 
picture in file 
picture in 
Rust, p. 48 
Picture in 8-17 
Shot down 27 Feb 
45, Switzerland 
picture 
picture in file 
picture of plane 
in air 
picture in file 
WD 3, 11 Apr, 
5 Jul 43 

WD 6 Jun 43 
WD 3 May 43; 
crash landed in 
Sebkret 

346 BS 

347 BS 

347 BS 

348 BS 
348 BS 
348 BS 

347th 

416 

Don Anderson's crew; 
Lippman 

John Thistlewood crew; 
Amundson, Mazu 
Covert 

Perry, Shank, Albert, 
Withrow, Huckabee E. Davis, 
Ewoldt, Fleming, Esposito 
(KIA) 

Mills (KIA), Logan (KIA) 

Cantwell 

Cy Stidd 

Edwards (KIA), Lloyd, 
Finnegan 
Bunn, Evans, Cox, Laybe, 
Sykes, Bass, Caraberis, 
Fassoulis, Dean, Hooper 
Walter E. Bricker (KlA) 
25 Aug 43, Foggia 
Jenkins 
D.R. Black 

Grantham, Shafran 
Jenkins 
Ciovacco, Grahan, Garner, 
(KIA), Dobmeyer, 
Schnellbacher, Jenkins 

D.R. Black 
Black 

Mizek 
D.R,. Black 
D.R. Black 
D.R. Black 

Freeman 
Stapfer, Fabiniak 

D.R. Black 
D.R. Black 
D.R. Black 

D.R. Black 

Cantwell 

Burrell, Moseley 

229147 

229388 

229393 
229396 

229413 

229467 

229468 

229469 

229472 

229473 

229474 

229478 

229480 

229482 

229482 
229483 

229484 

229485 

229486 

Never Satisfied 

Lucky Lady 

Ramblin Raider 

Flak Dodger 

Vicki 

Sweater Girl 

Yankee Doodle 

Warrior 

Balsanal 

Robert E. Lee 

Miss Fury 

WD 11 May, 5 
Jul 43 

2-2-43 orders 
downed 2 Sep 
43 at Bologna 
downed 25 Aug 43 
at Foggie 2-2-43 
orders (showing 
42-25-413 in error) 
2-2-43 orders; 
bombardier KIA 
7 Sep 43 at 
Bologna 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 25 Jul 43; 
total loss; picture 
of plane dis
integrating 
2-2-43 orders; 
WO 3, 4 May 43; 
crashed; washout 
2-2-43 orders; 
WO 14 Apr, 16 
Jul 43 

2-2-43 orders; 
WD 25 May 43 
2 pictures of nose 
and crew; 1 
picture in flight 
off Greece 
2-2-43 orders 

2-2-43 orders; 
WD 3, 4 May 43; 
crashed; washout 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 14 Apr, 4 May 
named changed to 
Robert E. Lee 
WD 24 Jul 43 
downed 5 Jul 
43 at Gerbini; 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 3 Jul 43 
2-2-43 orders; 
WO 3 May 84 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 11 May 43 
picture of tail 
downed 5 Jul 43 
at Gerbini; 
2-2-43 orders; 
WO 18 May 43 

416 BS 

346 BS 

348 BS 

416 BS 
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Williams (KIA) 9 Sep 43 
over Foggia 
Stanley H. Samuelson, 
Horowitz, Heeydon, Camberig, 
Driscoll, Downs, Sells, 
Mccracker, mathews, Boardman, 
Lippman 
Horowitz, Sidney B ck, crew 
Carrabiris 

John P. Norris crew; 
Eldon Dahl, Carl Miciak 

Edward H. Roberts crew; 

Donald L. McCullough crew; 
Hunter, Lou Walker 

Edward P. Mclaughlin crew 

Carl K. Windrum crew, 
Breitbach, Feigenbaum, 
West, Klukas, Kundent, 
Hemmingsen, Williams, Meier 
Irvin Herrmann, Dean W. 
Shields, Flex; Fighting 
Colors, p. 11 

William A. Clark crew; 
Cepparulo, Holmes, Commons, 
Buckner, Murphy, Mesner, 
Manship, Capestro, Gooselin, 
Gaertner 
William C. Davis crew; 
Diary: Max Davis Crew 

Charles B. Covert crew 

Collins, R.ElL. Goad 

Collins 
Albert E. Davis crew; 
Mills, Logan, Withfrow, 
Huckabee, Fleming, Esposito 

Howard E. Ebbers crew 

Frederick C. Zitkowski crew; 
Sam Dunn, Smart; Fighting 
Colors, p. 29 
Martin J. Devane, Smitkin, 
Craton, Penoyer, Curley, 
Harold, Freeburg, Yorton 
Drueding, Lavine 
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229488 

229489 

229490 

229492 

229494 

229496 

229502 

229507 

229509 

229512 

229513 

229485 

229526 

229527 

2295-27 
229606 

Lady Luck 

Persuader 

Axis Ass-Ache 

B.T.O. 
(Big Time 
Operator) 

Bad Penny 

El Diablo 

Miss Fury 

Bugs 

Jig-Jig 
Rambling Raider 

2-2-43 orders; 
WD 3, 4, 5 May 43; 
Blew up after 3 

May 43 belly 
landing; crew 
saved 
2-2-43 orders; 
picture of plane 
in formation; WD 
21, 25 May, 20 
Jun 43 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 18, 256 May, 14 
Oct 43 

2-2-43 orders; 
downed 5 Jul 43 
at Gerbini 

2-2-43 orders; 
plane lost 7 Sep 
43. Entire crew 
bailed out over 
the field at Oudna; 
WD 7 Sep 43 
2-2-43 orders; 
WD 3 May 43; 
ditched 
2-2-43 orders; 
downed 24 November 
43 over France; 
picture of tail 
art; WD 4, 14 Apr, 
27 Jul, 17 Aug 43 

2-2-43 orders; 
Boggio 
91 missions 
2-2-43 orders; 
12 missions with 
483 8.G. 
2-2-43 orders 

2-2-43 orders 

2-2-43 orders; 
WD 11, 25 May 
43 
WD 6, 12, 16 
Aug 43 

picture of 
plane on fire 
downed 25 
August 43 
over Foggi 
picture of nose 

416 BS 

347 BS 

347 BS 

416 BS 

416 BS 

416 BS 

346 BS 

346 BS 

Sidney E. Buck crew; 
Barker, Fitzpatrick, 
Lutkus 

Bruno, Joe Boyle 
Herbert 8. Bankhead crew 

Norman R. Kaufman crew; 
T.G. Gault, Wilburn, Dahl, 
Meisel, Apple, Klemetson, W.H. 
Holt, W.S. Haddock, Dodge, 
Sherwin, McCain, Malinski, 
Laroche, Bowen, Kirk, Amory, 
Andrews, Wardwell 
Charles M. Grahan crew; 
Edwards, Lloyd, Finnegan 
Grantham, Shaffran, Ciovacco, 
Graham, Garner, Dobmeyer, 
Sch ne 11 b ach er 
Arch J. Dewey crew; 
Whitmore 

Preston E. Richardson crew 

W.W. Henderson crew; R.G. 
Imrie, Geo. F. Coen, P. G. 
Bulkeley, Richard W. Bradfute, 
Oswald W. Shelnutt, Theron 
Buxton, Robert Swanson, 
Edward Litwalk, MacDonald, 
Book, Blackburn 
Frank Was crew, Reynolds 

Scheu, Carl D. Mitchell 
crew, Steve Birdsall, 
Kotowski, Gutz 
Fighting Colors, P. 11 
Charles R. Bliss crew 

Warren H. Vernon crew; 
Fighting Colors, p. 25 
Zitkowski, Smart, Sam Dunn, 
Chevalier, Geo. W. Jacobi 
Blum; Cleo I. Aspergren 
crew 

Steffens 
John Norris, Eldon Dahl, 
Carl Miciak 

229612 

229627 
229790 Queenie 
229842 

229918 
230095 
230119 

230126 Sugarfoot 

230306 

230339 
230343 
230384 
230393 
230396 

230416 
230446 

230459 
230462 
230471 
230474 Bumb's Rush 

230491 

230504 

230689 
231522 Spoofer 

231998 
232013 Old Man Mose 
232014 
232015 
232016 

232023 Flak Happy 

232028 
232033 

232035 
232041 
232044 
232055 Dinah Might 

WD 16 jul 43; 
Forced landing 
in Sicily 
WD 5 Jun 43 
WD 6 Jun 43 
2 men wounded 
7 Sep 43 
WD 16 Aug 43 
WD 1 , 24 Jun 43 
downed at 
Foggia 22 Jul 
43; WD 22 Jul 43 
downed 1 Oct 43, 
Switzerland 

t,'i.: .. 11-r- of ft,. I 
WD 8 Jul 
16 Aug 43 
WD 29 Jun 43 
WD 30 Jul 43 
WD 29 Jun 43 
WD 11 jul 43 
downed at 
Bologna 2 Sep 
43; WD 11 Jul 43 
WD 30 Jul 43 
downed 10 Oct 
43 at Athens; 
WD 29 Jul 43 
WD 7 Aug 43 
WD 7 Aug 43 
WD 6 Sep 43 
downed at 
Mestre 
6 Oct 43; 
missing air crew 
report in file; 
WD 1 Aug 43 
WD 8 Aug, 1, 

2 Oct 43 
went down 
3 Sep 43 
WD 28 Aug 43 
lost Feb 22, 
44, Regensburg 

MIA 2 Jul 44 

picture in file 
MIA 16 Dec 44 
94 missions; 
nose photo, 
Lt. Kuhn 

Cartoon, 
MIA 13 Oct 44 
24 Apr 44 
MIA 2 Jul 44 

Went down 
03/43 

416 BS 

416 BS 
346 BS 
347 BS 
348 BS 
348 BS 

346 BS 
348 BS 

416 BS 
347 BS 
416 BS 
346 BS 

346 BS 

348 BS 

416 BS 

483 BG 
483 BG 
483 BG 
483 BG 
347 

483 BG 
483 BG 

483 BG 
483 BG 
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D.R. Black 

Julius Horowitz, Bob Elliot 

Hunter 

Stapfer, English, 
Prentice, Finseth, 
Malchiodi, Carroll, 
Bargett, King 

Cox, Laybe, Sykes, 
Clayton Dean, Hooper, 

Patten, 
Pratt, 

Bass, Caraberis, Fassonlis 

R.O. Brieker (KIA 25 Sep 43 
over Foggia) 

Kramer, Lee, Alderson, 
Menschl, Carver, Dickerson, 
Willis Jones, Ritter, 
Cunningham, Farley, Robin 
Warmer, crew 

Crooks, Charak 

Schmaltz, Briggs, Bigley, 
Lorber, Kyrouac, Andrzejewski, 
Perry, Henkeletter 

Frame, Mo Mott 

D.R. Black 

Scheu, Heller 
Fighting Colors, p. 15 

Gamm, Ed Moore, 
Jake Grin 

Gardner 

fl 
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232056 
232057 
232061 
232062 
232063 
232068 Heaven Can Wait 

232071 
232092 
232097 
232101 Kaufmann's Coffin 

232733 
234091 Hot for the Body 

237744 
238201 Patches 2nd 

238207 
238210 
239449 
297349 Silver Meteor 
297570 
297734 
297744 
425143 Dirty Gertie 
425439 

446282 
446400 
446868 
2106984 Glittering Gal 

2106988 
2106991 
2106955 
2107016 

MIA Apr 44 
MIA 8 Jul 44 

MIA 2 Apr 44 
picture 
Whyte album 

MIA 8 Feb 43 

MIA 18 Dec 44 
2 photos of 
model in file 
Radar Ship 
downed at 
Augsburg 
1 Oct 43 
crash-landed in 
Sardinia 
Picture in file 
Time-Life photo 
picture, p. 48, 
Rust; Belly
landed plane 
Whyte's album 
MIA 5 Apr 44 
MIA 12 Apr 44 
WD 17 Aug 43 

MIA WD 27 Aug 44 

picture 

Downed 18 Mar 44 
Villaorba 
photo 
Whyte' s album 

MIA 10 May 44 
MIA 18 May 44 
MIA 23 Jun 44 
MIA 24 Jul 44 

483 BG 
483 BG 

483 BG 

483 BG 

483 BG 
483 BG 
483 BG 

483 BG 

483 BG 
483 BG 
416 BS 

483 BG 

348 
483 Bg 

483 BG 
483 BG 
483 BG 
483 BG 

D.R. Black 

Jesse Hobbs 
Janisch, Pilot; Rickerson, 
Copilot; Betcher, Engineer; 
Kenney, Radio; Schell, Waist; 
Schaffer, Waist; Montalbano, 
Ball; Mullins, Tail; Sopp, 
Winstad, Woodward, L.B. Warner 

David G. Steffens 

Kenny 
Charak 

D.R. Black 
John A. Plummer, Helen Nepil 

Birdsall, Mitchell 

Jess e Hobbs 

Jenkins 
Jenkins 
James Cellars, Jim Peters 
Gardner, Gentit, Edward C. 
Gaumer, Louis P. DeSaulnier, 
Joe F. Bruce, Sol Kulansky, 
Charles Butch; Fighting 
Colors, p. 31 

The chief tragedy of ._the 1914-1918 war consisted, as a cynic not 
innaccurately remarked, in the number of people who weren't killed in it: 
and when you look round the lounge of any fashionable hotel, you'll see that 
that goes for the 1939-1945 war as well. 

The White Rabbitt, by Bruce Marshall, Bantam ?Books 

-II-
Dear Bernie; 

Last May when I came to the Dallas reunion, I was wearing my flight 
jacket which had the custom B-17 painted on the back. 

Well, we now have made it a business; AVIATORS' CHOICE. 
Jackets are full-grain hide, A-2, G-2, etc. Prices, $325.00 

with Squadron logo, our choice or your design. (Custom or your design 
will cost more.) 

we may also be doing handpainted chest insignia. Approximately 
5" circle like the one on the front of my jacket of the 416th if you 
remember. 

Remember, show your colors. Show them who the Aces still are. 

sincerely Jonathan Kosharek 
Aviators' Choice, P.O.Box 23958, Suite 136, Milwaukee WI 53223, 

Phone 414/964-5785 

'"' 
, c;1��'°

(/ 

� Special Designs and Personalized Monograms 

Sp«ially paintrd for R member of the 99th Bombanlmmt Group. 

Sorn Dr.Ann Se v,J s -1-hl.s 
f ,' c f v. re. t>( Z ;f Kov1SK ,· 
pain7(}tJ cf � rwor� honJ,s 
tY"11 AJ;ss FllrJ. 

If you arc interested in designing your own Jacket Art, 
or have a particular design in mind, we would be happy 
to look at it and give you a price quote on how much it 
would cost to produce. Our staff artist can handle 
almost anything you think of. Also, 1f you _wou!d like 
your name or nickname painted on �our flight Jacket, 
we offer that service for a small additional fee. Call us or 
write to us at: 

Aviator's Choice 

P.O. Box 23958, Suite 136 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53223 

(414) 964-5785 

-F1--::i.ii.::.t.: €P6L°'(
"),

1
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-IZ- PRESS RELEASES 

ATTENTION: New Haven, Conn., Evening Register; Branford, Conn., Review 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--Technical Sergeant Morton G. (Fibber) MaGee, 
22-year-old AAF Flying Fortress radio-operator gunner of 20 [Ades St., Branford, Conn., has 
completed 50 bombing missions with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 

MaGee began combat flying may 30, 1943, with a raid on Naples, Italy, and flew his 
50th mission December 28 to Rimini, Italy. He wears the Purple Heart and Air Medal. 

The gunner recalled best his 47th mission to Innsbruck, Austria, December 19, when 
enemy fighter fire knocked out one engine and punctured the gas tank of a second engine. 

"The propeller of the disabled engine was vibrating so badly that the plane felt like 
it would fall apart, " MaGee said. "The cowling and parts of the engine were flying in 
every direction. When I tried to send a message on the radio, I found that all the tubes 
had vibrated out of their sockets and were lying on the bottom of the set. But we got back 
safely." 

Born in Centerbrook, Conn., the gunner was graduated from Branford High School in 1941 
and was employed as an electrical repairman in New Haven until entering the army June 18, 
1942. He is unmarried. 

ATTENTION: New Bedford, Mass., Standard; Fall River, Mass., Herald 

FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--Technical Sergeant Russell S. Manchester, 
23-year-old AAF Flying Fortress engineer-gunner from Westport Point, Mass., has completed 
50 bombing missions with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 

Manchester began combat flying may 30, 1943, with a raid on Naples, Italy, and flew 
his 50th mission December 28 to Rimini, Italy. He wears the Air Medal. 

"My 47th mission was a tough one, " Manchester recalled. "It was the December 19th 
raid on Innsbruck in Austria, and the trip to the target was routine except for the 
appearance of one enemy fighter which skirted the tops of low-lying clouds. 

"The bomb run was completed and it was not until the bomb bay doors were closed that 
the fighters hit us. They attacked from all points of the compass, concentrating mostly on 
frontals. 

"During one of these head-on attacks, 20mm cannon shells penetrated our No. 1 gas 
tank, draining all but about 40 gallons. Others hammered into our No. 4 engine, piercing 
the oil cooler so that it was impossible to feather the propeller. 

"The dead engine vibrated so badly from the churning prop that the pilot couldn't read 
his instruments. Orders were given to bail out, but soon the engine shook itself to 
pieces, throwing off its cowling, and the prop settled down to a smooth windmilling on its 
shaft. When we landed at home base, the prop flew off and rolled to a stop on the landing 
mat." 

A native of Westport, Manchester was graduated from Westport High School in 1938. he 
enlisted in the army July 9, 1040, and spent two years in Hawaii. In 1942, he returned to 
the States and entered Air Forces gunnery school, graduating in October at Las Vegas, Nev. 
He is married to Bertha J. Manchester of Westport and is the father of one child. 

ATTENTION: Broken Bow, Neb., Custer County Chief; Omaha, 
FROM A 15th AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--1st Lt 

Flying Fortress pilot of 620 S. 7th Ave. Broken Bow . . . ' ' missions with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 

Neb., World Herald 

Robert A. Copsey, 24-year-old AAF 
Neb., has completed 50 bombing 

Copsey b�gan combat flying June 5, 1943, with a raid on Pantelleria. He wears the 
Purple Heart with one Cluster and the Air Medal with nine Clusters. 

Born in Ansley, Neb., the pilot was graduated from Broken Bow High School in 1936 and 
was employed as an electrical lineman in that town until entering the Air Forces as a cadet 
March 25, 1942. Unmarried, he won his wings at Roswell, NM, Jan 4, 1943. 

-\3-
ATTENTION: Reading, Pa., Eagle; Times 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--Veteran of the historic bombing of Rome, 
Technical Sergeant Claude M. Herrington, 21-year-old AAF Flying Fortress radio 
operator-gunner of Bethel, Pa., has completed 50 bombing missions with the 15th U.S. Air 
Force. 

Herrington began combat flying June 28, 1943, with a raid on Leghorn, Italy. he came 
through 50 missions unscathed and now wears the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters. 

The gunner was a mechanics helper in his home town until entering the army Oct 3, 
1942. He is unmarried. 

ATTENTION: Buckley, W. Va., Post Herald; Charleston, W. Va., Gasette 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--Decorated with the Silver Star and Purple 
Heart for shooting down an enemy plane although seriously wounded, Staff Sergeant Eugene L. 
Cantley, 20-year-old AAF Flying Fortress waist gunner of Dry Creek, W. Va., has completed 
50 bombing missions with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 

Cantley was cited for heroism in the skies over Messina, Sicily, June 23, 1943, when 
his Fortress formation ran into a hail of flak and aggressive enemy pursuit. Wounded along 
with five others of his crew, he rallied from unconsciousness to blast down an enemr 
pursuit while his mates added seven more. 

"We also had two engines shot out over the target," Cantley recalled, "and couldn't 
stay in formation. We headed home and when we got over Trepani in Sicily, 16 fighters hit 
us again. We had a terrible fight for a while and the plane was shot almost to pieces. 
We finally managed to hit land and crack up on the coast of Africa. Six of us were taken 
to the hospital, but we all recovered." 

The gunner received his decoration from Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle in special 
ceremonies at the bomber base. He is unmarried and is a former West Virginia coal miner. 

ATTENTION: Grand Rapids, Mich., Herald; Press 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE, JAN 7--Veteran of the historic bombing of Rome, 
Staff Sergeant Jacob Verstraete, 23-year-old AAF Flying Fortress tail gunner of 707 
Alexander St., S.R., Grand Rapids, Mich., has completed 50 missions with the 15th U.S. Air 
Force. 

The gunner, a native of Kampon, Netherlands, who became a U.S. citizen after he 
entered the army, began combat flying June 26, 1943, with a raid on Leghorn, Italy. He 
wears the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Verstraete attended Ssouth High School in Grand Rapids from 1934 to 1936 and was 
emplloyed as a tool and die apprentice with the Alefa Mfg. Co. until he came into the army 
May 22, 1942. He is unmarried. 

ATTENTION: Cleveland, O., Press; Plan Dealer; News 

FROM A 15TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Veteran of both historic Fortress raids on Rome, 
Technical Sergeant George Vaitkus, 29-year-old AAF Flying Fortress engineer-gunner of 1652 
N. 47th St., Cleveland, O., has completed 50 bombing missions with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 

Beginning combat flying June 28, 1943, Vaitkus flew 50 dangerous, high-altitude 
missions without a scratch and wears the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters. 

A native of Dubois, Pa., the gunner was graduated from Wilson Jr. High School in 
Cleveland in 1930, and was employed with the Steel Improvement and Forge Co. of Cleveland 
until entering the army April 23, 1942. He is unmarried. 

ATTENTION: Cedar Rapids, Ia., Gazette 
FROM A 15 TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE--Once wounded by flak which put him in the hospital 

for three weeks, Staff Sergeant Richard W. Dunlap, 24-year-old AAF Flying Fortress waist 
gunner of 1906 E Ave., NW, Cedar Rapids, Ia., came back to complete 50 bombing missions 
with the 15th U.S. Air Force. 
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Dunlap  was g r o un ded during  t h e  knockout o f  P antelleria by Fortresses in June, 1 943 . 
On one mission to the t iny isl e ,  his ship was attacked by 1 5  enemy fighters , but managed to 
drop its  bombs despite the air opposition and an intense flak barrag e .  T hree of the crew 
were wounded, including Dunlap.  He was awarded the  P u r p l e  Heart  and also wears the  Air 
Medal . 

A native  I owan , t h e  gunner  was g r ad u at e d  from O t t umwa High School in 1 937 and was 
employed as a salesman for the Wallace P aint Co .  of Ottawa, I ll . ,  unt i l  ent e r in g  the  army 
J une 1 1 ,  1 94 2 .  Unmar r ied , h e  c am e  ov erseas Apr i l  1 0 ,  1 943 , and flew his first bombing 
mission May 1 9 .  

AT TENT ION : Shawnee , Okla . , News ; P asadena,  Cal . ,  Post ; Star News 

FROM  A 1 5 TH A I R  F ORCE BOMBER BASE--Veteran o f  the historic r aid on Rome and many a 
battle in the skies , T echnical Sergeant Herbert K .  Williams , 33-year-old engineer-gunner of 
an AAF F l y ing Fortress , who hails from T ecummseh , Okl a , , h as completed 50 bombing missions 
with the 1 5th U . S .  Air F orce. 

W i l l i ams , who wears the A i r  Medal , recalled  best a mission to Piza, I taly ,  oct 4 ,  
1 943 . 

"We h ad two engines shot out over the t arget and had difficulty maintaining altitude. 
We finally made it b ack to an airfiel d  in Sic i l y , but on l y  after  j et t isoning a l l  guns , 
ammunit ion , and equipment we could  spar e .  Luckily for us , Sicily was in our hands and ,  
although the airfield was not intended for heavy bomber use ,  the  p i l o t  set  our ship  down 
with no trouble at all . "  

A native  o f  T ecummseh , t h e  g unner was graduated from Hanmtt's High School at Wilson , 
Okla . , in 1 929 ,  and was employed as a bus driver in P as adena, Cal . ,  until entering the army 
April  1 ,  1 942 . He is married to Polly  Williams o f  9613 Normandie Ave . , Los Angeles , Cal . 

FROM A 1 5 TH AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE , JAN  6 --Sergeant Robert  J .  C al k in s ,  23 , o f  3 2 9  
C anterbury  R d . ,  Westfie l d ,  NJ , g r o u n d  member o f  a n  A A F  F l y ing F o r t ress bombardmen t 
squadron, has been awarded the Soldier ' s  Medal for heroism displayed J u l y  5 ,  1 943 , when a 
freight  t r ain l o aded with g as o l i ne and s erial bombs burned and exploded near a Fortress 
base . 

Present at ion o f  the award was made in special ceremonies by Maj Gen Nathan f ,  Twining , 
commanding general o f  the 1 5th U . S .  Air Force . 

" The gasoline , "  said Calkins ' citat ion , "was being transferred to the trailers when it 
suddenly ignited causing a tremendous explosion. Rushing to the fire ,  he helped combat the 
flames in an effort to check the possibilit ies of further explosions and damage . 

" H e  then assisted in uncoupl ing  t h e  eighth and ninth cars and using the cab of the 
g asoline  t r a i l e r  as a locomotive , eight freight c ars were  p u l l ed to safet y .  While  
ettempting to  repeat the process with respect to  other cars near the burning gasoline , some 
of the bombs exploded , the concussion knocking him to the ground .  

S u f fering  shock and ab r as i ons ,  h e  arose and continued  h i s  attempts t o  halt  the  
spreading fl ames . which h ad now reached the nearby dry fields. Soon a f� er , h� � as r emo� ed 
from the  scene by superior command and given medical treat�ent . By his �n failing devotion 
to duty  and outstanding cour ag e  h e  was g r e at l y  respons i b l e  for s aving  from complete  
destruction vast quantities of milit ary equipment . "  

FROM A 1 5T H  AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE , JAN 8--Sergeant Charles R .  Barnes , 2 0 ,  o f  60 1  9 t h  
St . ,  Watertown , W is . ,  g r o u n d  member o f  a n  AAF F ly ing F ortress bombardment sq�adron, h�s 
been awarded the Soldier ' s  Medal for heroism displ ayed July 6 ,  1 943 , when a freight  t r ain  
loaded with g asoline and serial bombs burned and exploded near a Fortress base. 

P r esentation  of the aw ard  w as made in special cer emonies by Maj Gen N at h an F .  
Twining ,  commanding general of the 1 5th U . S .  Air F orce. 

11 f h e  g as o l ine , "  said Barnes ' citat ion , "was being transferred to the trailers when it 
suddenly ignited causing a tremendous explosion . Rushing to the fire , he helped combat the 
flames in an effort to check the possibil it ies of further explosions and damage .  

-15-

" He t h en assisted  i n uncou p l ing t h e  eighth and n inth cars and using the cab o f  the 
g aso l i n e  t r ai l e r  as a locomo t i v e , eight  freight  c ars were  p u l l ed to s afety . Whi l e  
attempting t o  repeat the process with respect t o  other cars near the burning gasoline , some 
of the bombs exploded , the concussion knocking him to the ground , 

" S u f fering shock  and abrasion s ,  h e  arose and c ont inued his  attempts t o  halt the 
spreading flames which h ad now reached the nearby dry fields.  Soon after , he was removed 
from the  scene by superior command and given medical treatment .  By his unfailing devotion 
to duty  and outstanding  courag e  he was greatly  r esponsi b l e  for s aving from complete  
destruction vast quant it ies of milit ary equipment . "  

S aga o f  The Bad Penny 

J an 29 , 1 944 
Kelly F ield P aper 

[very t ime this Bad Penny turned up it meant plenty of woe for the Axis . 

F o r  t h e  B ad Penny is a B-1 7 and her pilot was 1 st L t . Carl D .  _ Mitchell , veteran of 50 

bombing raids in the Mediterranean T heatre ,  a flier who describes �ife as a Flying Fortress 

p ilot as "routine , l ike catching the 8 o ' clock Commuter ' s  Special . He is now stat ioned at 

Kelly Field . 

Close Shave Over Rome 

L t .  M i t ch e l l  served  with the 1 2th Air Force in Africa , Sicily , and I t aly . His first 

raid was over Sardinia and his l ast over the beachhead at Salerno .  

Bize r t e , Messi n a ,  F ogg i a ,  N ap l es--tough as� ignments those l ast two--and innumerabl e  

other h istoric missions fell t o  the Bad Penny and its crew. 

Their  c losest shave  was over Rome. The ship was damaged and _ Mitchell was obliged to 

fall out of formation . Nevertheless they l aid their eggs on the railroad  y ar ds--the rest  

of  the  formation w as alr eady on the way home--and as they turned to return to base they 

were attacked by three or four ME 1 09s .  

T ail  Controls J ammed 

T h e  t o p  t urret  gunner h ammered away at Jerry  so fiercely  t h at the  l i fe raft was 

knocked loose by the concussion  and ,  unmind f u l  o f_ its _ t r u e_ purpo� e ,  proceeded t o  w� ap 

i t s e l f  around the t ail  controls of the ship . The immediate impression �as that the entire 

tail had been shot off ,  and Mitchel l  called up his crew to stand by the J ump.  

However , the  nav i g at o r  d iscov ered what had happened in t ime,  and was able to hac� a 

hole in the s ide o f  the shi p .  Even while he was at work cutting  t h e  l i fe r aft free with 

h is hu nt ing k n i f e ,  the 1 09s t urned away , apparently unaware that the Bad Penny was out of 

control . 

L t . Mitchell is 22 years old and a native o f  Decatur , 1 1 1 .  

BEST NEWS OF THE DAY-American Flying For
tresses lay waste Italy's Sardinian port of Cagliari in the 
heaviest raid of the North African campaign. 

MORE GOOD NEWS-Sec. of War Stimson says there 
is reason to hope that the Germans will be unable to repeat 
their summer offensives of the last two years. 

TUNISIA-British 8th Army in the south advances another 12 miles 
north of Oudref and is in contact with Rommel's rear guard at a 
point 58 miles below Sfax. American tanks and infantry move 
closer to a junction with the 8th Army. The British 1st Army 
in the north moves steadily forward toward B!zerte and Tunis, 
Axis strongholds. Page 1. 

r.rALY-The greatest concentration of Flying Fortresses ever loosed 
against a single target leaves Cagliarl, in Sardinia, a sheet o! 
flames. Seventy-one Axis fighter planes are destroyed, the Ameri• 
cans lose none. Five merchant ships and 21 small craft are hit. 
Page 1. 

RUSSIA-A sea of mud immobilizes the 1,600-mile front. The Rus· 
sians report they are inching forward in the Smolensk sector. 
Page 2. 

WESTERN EUROPE-The R.A.F. plasters targets fn . Germany, 
Belgium and France in wirespread raids marking its 25th anni· 
versary. Page 1. 

PACIFIC-Bombs pepper the Japs from the Aleutians to the Solo• 
mons. American planes assault Kiska twice and Attu once, losing 
one bomber. New raids on Mubo, Finschhafen and Saumlaki 
reported by General Douglas MacArthur. Two Jap fighter planes 
shot down. Page 1. 

BURJ\IA-U.S. and British aircraft bomb oil installations, railways 
and warehouses widely in Burma. 
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L ET TERS 

I n  my opinion DOORKNOB FIVE TWO is the best of the many war books 
which I have read ! geor.J e_  

Reco111mended reading by the United State• Air 
Poree Acadeay . It has a varacity and 1nten•-
1ty that convinces . 

Jack Shuttleworth, colonel ,  OSAI' 
United Statea Air Poree Acadeay 

DOORKNOB FIVE TWO is the best book written by 
a combat tighter pilot since Antone de Saint
Exupery . 

Thollaa Lanphier - ( The aan who 
•hot down Ad.airal Yaaaaoto. )  

February 2 2 , 1988  

Mr . George F. Coen 
99th Bomb Group Historical Soci�ty 
2908 Aliso  Dr . ,  N . E. 
Albuquerque , NM 8 7 1 1 0  

Dear Mr . Coen : 

FREDRIC 
ARNOLD 

3901 
VALLEY 
MEADOW 
ROAD 

ENCINO 
CALIFORNIA 
91436 

8 1 8-788-3051  

Doorknob Pive Two 1• a book tor poeter1ty -
a lesson in ethics . 

,ack Ilfrey, America ' •  Piret Ac• 
In North Africa 

Thank you for your l e t ter and kind comments about DOORKNOB FIVE TWO. 
I don ' t suppose I 1 l l  ever get used t o ,  or cease to  be amazed , at  the 
wonderful letters that come in f rom a l l  over the wor l d .  I have even 
heard f rom the family and former fighter p i l o t  comrades of Karl 
Muenster ( the German fighter p i l ot who shot me down and who I met in 
the camp ) ; nor has the response been l imited to those who served in 
WW II - I rece ive letters from a cross-sect ion of  youngsters and men 
and women o f  our current generation. And " Elkhorn" survived ! His  
real  name is  Hagenbach. I hadn 1 t seen him since my last mission and 
a couple years ago we had an extraordinary reunion. 

Yes , i t  was May 3 ,  1 9 4 3  when I crash l anded near Bi skra ! From the 
enc losed copy o f  one page of my log you can see how o f ten we went 
out wi th you big f e l l ows . This kind o f  coincidence is l ike the man 
who phoned in  when I was a guest on a Phoenix TV int erview and talk 
show - he was an infantryman who , with thousands of  other soldiers , 
had l ined the shore of  Algeria and watched my engagement and 
des t ruction o f  an Ital ian bomber - he told me three men parachuted 
from the p l ane be fore it crashed in the sea and were p i cked up ! 

The U . S .  A i r  Force Academy has the book on thei r  recommended reading 
l is t  for future f i ghter p i lots . The publ isher is  sold out but I have 
a reserve number o f  books ( 2nd printing )  that I would  persona l ly 
autograph ( $ 1 5 . 00 + 1. 00  pos tage for your members only ) . 

Kindest personal regards -

PAUL W. SHANK 
3853 NARRAGANSETT AVE 

SAN DJEGO, CALIFORNIA · 92107 
1-619-222-3992 

NAVIGATOR TO CREW: 

It
.

wa� great t o  hear from people I knew duri ng the big war .  
This � s the f i rst t i me t hat I have heard from anybody that I 
knew i n  the war. It  was quite a thri l l .  I was sorry t o  hear 
about Walter Mucek.  I am wondering about the e nl i sted men who 
were on our original crew. 

It would be great to obtai n a summary or what everybody has been 
doi ng si nce our stay i n  Switzerland. As for me here is my 
story: 

As you recall when we left Switzerland we made a quick trip 
t hrough the French Al ps . a quick flight t o  Naples.  another quick 
� l i ght t o  Foggia and back. and then a quick fl ight t o  Casablanca 

I n  Casablanca I met a captain  from t he CBI t heatre H . . e �s 
g�t t i n� up � crew t o  f l y  a war weary B 1 7  t o  Wright Patterson 
field � n Ohi o.  I signed on as navi gator .  The experience t ook me 
t o  Mariketch, Dakar.  Nat al . Belem. Georgetown. San Juan. Fort 
Lauderdale. Washi ngton Nat i o nal . and at last to Dayt on I t hen 
t ook t he t rai n to Columbus £or a one month leave . 

Arter the leave I reported 
reclassificat i on center. 
field where by I became a 
crews for B 29s . Whi l e  I 
ai rbase the war ended. 

t o  Santa Monica. Cal ifornia 
I was assi nged to Victorvi l le Air 

radar fl ight l i ne i nst ructor t raining 
was messi ng around the Victorfield 

Arter t he w�r I returned to Ohio State University t o  complete 
the educat i on t hat was i nterrupted when I went on act i ve duty. 
Before I graduated I started teaching sci ence at Col umbus 
Central Hi �h schoo l .  (where t hey f i l med t he movie "teachers " )  
I

.
taught high school science and math at Chi l l icothe . Ohi o ;  

Kings�ort . Tennessee; and Oak Ridge. Tennessee before movi ng t o  
San Dieg�. I have been teaching chemi stry at Point Loma High 
school si nce 1857. I ret i red last June after teaching 40 years . 

�i nce ret i r i ng .  I have been working my way 
i ndust ry. I would l i ke t o  get i nvolved i n  
At t he present t i me I am pagi ng at the San 
ai rport . 

i nt o  the t ravel 
leading t ours. 
Diego I nternat i onal 

I would l ike very much t o  get away and attend t he convent i on 
next year i n .

Florida. I ha� enj oyed readi ng the l it erature that 
I have received. However.  I would very much l i ke t o  hear what 
the other members or t he crew .have been doi ng since 1945 

Your nqvi gat or (mickey man )  
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WE CONTINUE THE WAR D IARY. 

HEADQUARfERS 
NINETY N INTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 

Office of the Group Commander 

SUBJEC f :  Roster of Personne l 
TO : Commanding General , Fi fteenth Air Force APO 520 

1 .  Roster o f  Officers, members of this command 5 July 1943 

NAME 
Abbott, George P .  
Abrams , Jack B .  
Ahalt, Louis F .  
Amundson,  Veryl A .  
Anderson, Don H . L .  
Anderson, John M .  
Antonik , John C .  
Archambault,  Joseph A .  
Aspergren, Cleo 1 .  
Auchterlonie, Roy H .  
Ayers, Langdon F .  
Baldwin ,  Ernest F .  Jr . ,  
Banasiak , Chester F .  
Bankhead , Heber 8 .  
Bankston , I ngrum W .  
Banning,  Derrick C .  
Barker,  Caleb N.  
Barnes, Philip J • .  
Barney , William W .  
Barton,  Terry R .  
Beal, Raymond J .  
Beaird, Jack A .  
Belvin,  William W .  
Benson, Roger E .  
Beringsmith, Albert L .  
Bernich, Oswald L .  
Berube , Thomas W .  
Bickne r ,  Charles J.  
Billingsley , Emerson T.  
Bliss, Charles R.  
Boggio ,  Reynolds (NM I )  
Bohenick , Frank 
Boyle , James ·A. 
Blum , Howard J. 
Boatwright, Lewl lyn T .  Jr . 
Bransom, George R .  J r .  
Braungart, Robert K .  
Breitbach, Robert J .  
Breslin, Walter H .  
Brook , Lester C .  
Brown , Lawrence , W .  
Bruno,  James F .  
Buck , Sidney E. 
Buckner ,  Jack M. 
Bulkeley , Peter G .  
Burchinal, robert L .  
Burke , Robert J .  
Burrell, Harry R .  

RANK 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
12st Lt 
2nd Lt 

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1 st Lt 
2nd lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd lt 
2nd Lt 
1st lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd lt 
2nd Lt 
Major 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt  
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 

ASN 

20 May 1944 

0562228 
0725833 
0854576 
0729789 
0421734 
0728444 
0663223 
0733255 
01699508 
0791548 
0855709 
0564736 
0791549 
0434064 
079 1 550 
0567185 
0729791 
0912632 
0731011 
0729793 
0368315 
0670075 
0663226 
0663227 
0728447 
0663228 
0730214 
0729701 
0791552 
01699564 
0729800 
0573972 
0730220 
0673464 
0362594 
0419325 
0728820 
0729801 
0728166 
0853535  
01550334 
0729804 
0789004 
0728452 
0663233 
0735975 
0794096 
0387765 

Byxbee,  Arthur W. 
Cadger , Edward J .  
Cantwell , William J.  
Caraberis , John G.  
Carver , Thomas H .  
Casey , Thomas E .  
Casto, Flake 
Chaffin, Floyd R. 
Chance,  Joseph H. J r .  
Chapman , �har les C .  
Chase, Lionel E .  
Church, Bruce 8 .  
Clark , William A .  
Coen , George F .  
Coleman, Dean H .  
Collins, Andrew M .  
Commons, Charles P .  
Cook , Jack E .  
Copsey , Robert A .  
Covert, Charles B .  
Cox , George J .  
Craig, Thomas F .  
Criss , George J .  
Cronk , Roderick N .  
Crosby , George E .  
Dahl, Eldon H .  
Danielecki ,  Benjamin J .  
Davis,  Dent C .  
Dav is, Max E. 
Davis, William D. 
Devine, Joseph R .  
Dewey , Arch J .  
Dickman , Robert W .  
Di  Giovanni , Anthony J .  
Di Pascuale ,  Attilio (NM I ) 
Douglass, Warren S .  
Downery , Charles F .  Jr . 
Downs , William A .  
Doyle, George J .  
Drake,  Joseph H .  
Driscoll, Claire E .  
Duker ,  Orlo F .  
Dunaway , James P .  
Dun n ,  Sam (NMI )  
Dunnington , Frank (NMI) 
Duram , Arthur E.  
Ebbers,  Howard W.  
Elliott, Robert F .  
English, Burton C .  
Erickson ,  Clifford R.  
Evans, Richard E .  
F airbanks,  Vernon E .  
Feigenbaum , Jack C. 
Fennessey , James D .  
F illmore,  Mil lard W .  
Finnerty , Edward G .  
F inney , Kenneth 8 .  
Finseth, Levi S .  
Fitzpatrick , Ray F .  
Fishe r ,  Brayton (NMI) 

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Major 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd L t  
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 

-f  .9 -
0901 940 
0731360 
01699205 
079 1 362 
0728174 
073 1 022 
0728826 
0730225 
0855725 
0730226 
0729 8 1 1 
0854154 
0406234 
0730228 
0735977 
0730229 
0791567 
073023 
0735363 
0406486 
0 366421 
0792 1 05 
0649 3 1 7  
0430897 
0390881 
0729818 
0797006 
0854964 
0406 7 1 1  
0 1 6991 54 
0729824 
0169929 1 
043641 3  
0794780 
0567912 
0728464 
07 29826 
0728465 
728466 
0729827 
0792444 
0729829 
0728463 
0730238 
0 1 85229 
0567970 
0661 8 1 9  
0406724 
0665670 
0731 844 
0397378 
0486892 
0792451  
051 5824 
0855646 
0438846 
07 3 5987 
j0736 847 
0730245 
0663246 



Flex, James S. 
Fogle, Robert A. 
Fovinci, Frank J. 
Fowler, June B. 
Franck, Lewis S. 
French, clyde M. 
Fronefield, David L. Jr. 
Garrett, Thomas H. Jr. 
Gault, Thomas G. 
Gast, Sidney B., Jr. 
Gemmill, John G. 
Gough, Charles P. 
Green, Frederick J. 
Gutz Theodore F. 
Hand�ock, William S. 
Hager, James S. 
Hain, Robert W. 
Hampton, William M. 
Hansen, Duanne T. 
Hayes, James H. 
Hemmingsen, Donald T. 
Henderson, William W. Jr. 
Henry, Walter K. 
Herrick, Snorden T. 
Hess, Samuel B. 
Hitt, Jack H. 
Holmes, Theodore B. 
Holt, William H. 
Hough, John H. 
Howard, Robert L. 
Hughes, Edgar O. 
Hugo, James R. 
Humes, W.E. 
Hutchison, George E. 
Imrie, Robert G. 
dJackson, Malden M. 
Jacobi, George W. 
Johnson, Fred L. Jr. 
Johnson, Walter H. 
Jonaitis, Ignatius J. 
Jones, Benjamine W. 
Kaufman, Norman R. 
Katz Irwin (NMI) 
Kell;y, William T. 
Kidwiler, William W. 
Kilgore, Charles W. 
Kem, Shelton D. 
Kirkendall, Elmer L. 
Koehne, Frederick D. 
Koerting, Rufus A. 
Kotowaski, John P. 
Kusterer, Edward T. 
Leakman, Henry E. 
Larkin, Marion J. 
Layden, Milton 
LeBlond, Richard E. 
Leksell, Russell E. 
Leone, Frank P. 
Lesney, Jerome J. 
Levin, Alfred (NM[) 

2nd Lt 
WO 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Major 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
WO 
Major 
2nd Lt 
2nd lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
Major 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
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0663363 
W2119073 
0738848 
0735991 
0738468 
0563041 
0663344 
0729745 
0663254 
0733303 
0568370 
0729746 
0561137 
0726157 
0791586 
0729849 
0731860 
0262745 
0728477 
0729851 
0730780 
0855764 
0855764 
0565633 
W2112711 
0191990 
0729358 
0729859 
0908855 
0663374 
0436325 
0731582 
0729861 
0908672 
0729864 
0729865 
0730786 
0728877 
0917649 
0734704 
0790248 
0661491 
0441193 
0482037 
0729761 
0855001 
0401819 
0856643 
0420946 
0855779 
0790255 
0560025 
0659382 
0729873 
0402238 
0729874 
0914664 
0575341 
0744898 
0729347 

Levine, Sanford V. 

Lider, Ralph D. 
Lilly, Thomas L. 
Lippmann, Fritz A. 
Lowry, Leon L. 
Luther, Harold 0. 
Lutkus, Anthony E. 

Lyon, Roger C. 
MacDonald, Daniel V. 

Kermit, Joseph M. 
Marks, Morton L. 
Masters, Robert W. 
Mastropaolo, Anthony S. 
May, Frank P. 
McIntyre, Mark C. 
McLaughlin, Edward P. 
McLeod, William M. 
McMillan, Robert L. 
Mehew, Bill R. 
Mial, Raymond D. 
Mitchell, Carl D. 
Moll, Harold W. 
Morris, Bert W. 
Mosely, Frederick G. 
Murphy, James E. 
Norr is, John R. 
Notebaert, Richard J. 
Oehlert, Emmett M. 
Oliver, Kenneth L. 
Olsen, Gordon B. 
Orance, Albert 
O'Rourke, Edward III 
Osborne, William E. 
Page, Joseph A. 
Papermaster, Theodore C. 
Patten, lrving_B. 
Patterson, Daniel E. 
Philips, Philip M. 
Pixler, William F. 
Poehler, Garland W. 
Polk, William L. 
Popelka, Harold F. 
Prentice, Donald M. 
Prouty, Herbert C. 
Rainey, Leroy A. 
Ray, Wayne S. 
Richmeier, John J. 
Roberts, Edgar H. 
Rohrer, George W. 
Roquemore, John F. 
Rowland, Clarence S. 
Russell, James 
Ruwitch, Robert S. 
Sadler, Howard A. 
Samuelson, Stanley H. 
Sanborn, James J. 
Sarosy, John A. 
Sayer, Jot C. Jr. 
Scarborough, Newton M. 
Schmitt, Roland G. 

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Major 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
WO 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
Captain 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Major 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Capt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
F/C 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
Lt Col 
F/0 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
F/0 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 
1st Lt 

0733328 
0661641 
0733331 
0729878 
0395129 
0660874 
0661642 
0729880 
0401774 
0192919 
0731392 
0560081 
0733340 
0731521 
W2112748 
0728900 
0917826 
0904751 
0729884 
0479410 
0661958 
0518559 
0917984 
0791478 
0419299 
0662816 
0793155 
0740895 
01636423 
0729650 
0397446 
0561795 
0795440 
0914196 
0436192 
0735143 
0725522 
0917853 
T-218 
0464050 
0916610 
0564060 
0670603 
0301232 
021610 
T-120179 
0856120 
0661965 
f-129 
0729660 
0854061 
0564195 
0570046 
0728317 
0791907 
0855676 
0561978 
0664916 
0561980 
0855355 
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Schneider ,  Robert L .  
Schoedinger , Vernon F .  
Schoepf ,  Albin K. 
Seacord ,  James 
Seidor ,  Franics N .  
Sei la ,  Claude F .  
Semans , Lawrence S. 
Sentous , Alphonse F. 
Shapiro, Robert M .  
Shields , Dean W. 
Sizemore ,  Rufus E. 
Sled ,  Paul  A. 
Smart ,  Walter E. 
Smith ,  Richard E .  
Smith , Richard S .  
Smith , Robert L .  
Smitherman , James L. 
Sorte ,  Martin E .  
Stevensoh , Herber J . R .  
Stratton , Gardner 
Strasber g ,  Jack 
Stuart , James A. 
Stubbs , Raleigh 
Stusser ,  L arry 
Sweeney , Philip J .  
Thistlewood , John J .  
Thomas , Bruce P .  
Thurman , Wayne E .  
Trent , George D .  
Trentadue,  Joseph H. 
Trcarico , Vito 
Trichilo ,  James S .  
Upthegrove,  F ay R .  
Vernon , Warren H .  
Vesey , Patrick J .  
Vucinich , Vladimir 
Wagner , Robert L .  
Warren , Wayne W. 
Was , Frank 
Webb ,  R ichard H. 
Weeden , Charles F .  Jr .  
Weidner , Kenneth V .  
White,  William W. 
Whitlock,  Haroldd T .  
Whitmore, Warren B. 
Wil liams , James F. Jr. 
Windrum , Carl K .  
Wood,  Aine J . , J r .  
Wrentmore ,  Ernest L .  
Wrigler , William H .  
Wylie , John W. J r .  
Zitkowski ,  Frederick C .  
Whitticar , Don P .  

2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 st Lt 
1 st Lt  
2nd  L t  
2nd L t  
Major 
1 st Lt 
1 st L t  
1 s t  L t  
2nd L t  
2nd L t  
F/0 
Col 
1 st Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 st Lt 
Capt 
Capt 
2nd L t  
2nd  L t  
1 st Lt 
2nd L t  
1st  L t  
1 st L t  
1 s t  Lt 
2nd Lt 
Major 
2nd L t  
2nd L t  
2nd L t  
2nd L t  
Col 
2nd L t  
2nd L t  
1 s t  L t  
2nd Lt  
Capt 
1 st Lt 
W/0 
Capt 
1 st L t  
1 st L t  
Capt 
Major 
2nd Lt 
1 st Lt  
1st  Lt 
1 st Lt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt  
1 st Lt 
2nd Lt 

0734391 
066341 8  
01 6990 1 7  
0660323 
0729372 
066342 1  
0296984 
091 6747 
0562026 
0728929 
0570279 
0663423 
T- 1 32  
01 8850 
0790098 
0576323 
0562084 
0434432 
0437670 
0570422 
0729672 
0661 889 
091 7903 
0566850 
0562 1 70 
0662000 
073641 1 
022390 
0566930 
07364 1 8  
01 549623 
01 638685 
0 1 6855 
0726858 
01 549626 
091 665 1  
0854924 
0492834 
0728782 
W2 1 1 9066 
01 63447 
01 549731  
0567078 
01 90478 
0396670 
0854926 
0728795 
0725925 
0496259 
0794737 
0728947 
0728803 
0855572 

HEADQUARTERS 
NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 

SUBJECT : Roster of Pe rsonnel 
TO : Commanding General , Fifteenth Air  Force , APO 5 20  

1 .  Roster of Pe rsonnel Killed in Action , 5 July 1 9 4 3  

NAME 
Ciovacco , James A .  
Dobmeyer ,  Paul F .  
Edwards ,  Walter E .  
Esposito,  Frank M .  
Ewold t ,  Allan J .  
Garne r ,  Elden R .  
Graham , charles M .  
Lloyd , Kenneth E .  
Logan , Carson E .  
Mill s ,  Robert  W .  
Schnellbacher , Roy R .  

RANK 
S/Sgt 
1st  Lt 
S/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
2nd Lt 
2nd Lt 
1 s t  Lt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
S/Sgt 
2nd Lt 

2 .  Roster of Personnel Missing in Action , 5 July 
NAME RANK 

Devane , Martin J .  
Freeburg , Howard L .  
Harold , James A .  
Lavine , Sanford V .  
Snitkin , Louis A .  

1st  Lt 
2nd Lt 
S/Sgt 
2nd Lt 
Sgt 

1 9 4 3  

3 .  Roster  of Pe rsonnel Prisoners of War ,  5 July 1 9 4 3  

NAME 
Craton ,  Willliam I .  
Davis , Albert E .  
Drueding , Edward B. 
Grantham , Aldon E .  
Perry ,  Herbert O .  
Penoyer ,  Harold E .  
Shaf ran , Albert 
Shank , Vincent 
Torsell ,  Neil E .  
Withrow , John B. 
Yorton , Harold A .  

RANK 
T/Sgt 
1st  Lt 
1st  Lt 
S/Sgt 
1st  Lt  
Sgt 
T/Sgt 
1st  Lt 
Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

28 May 1 9 4 4  

ASN 
1 1 0 5 3 4 1 2  
0 7 9 1 572  
3 7 328651  
1 2090347  
0729834  
0729841  
0 7 9 1 4 2 0  
32505340 
3 5 5 1 2 3 1 4  
34205020  
0729576  

ASN 
0728837  
0729839  
12050439 
0733328  
1 2 1 4 9 4 97 

ASN 
1 407 18 1 3  
0662753  
0 7 9 1 5 7 6  
1 40 6 6 8 1 1  
0729655  
36175983  
32 189671  
0729577  
1 6020988 
1 80466 1 7  
36246570  

4 .  Roster of 
NAME 

Personnel Wounded in Action , 5 July 1 9 4 3  
RANK ASN 

1 90 6 7 2 1 3  
3 8 1 4 8 7 3 1  
1 2066568  
1 1 02 1 827  
3 6 170277  
37 1 88870  

Briggs , John E .  
Canaday , Clayton W .  
Curley ,  Frank A .  
Finnagen , John s .  
Fleming , David O .  
Huckabee ,  Allen B. 

T/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
T/Sgt 
S/Sgt 

- 2 3 -
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HEADQUARTERS 

NINETY-NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  ARMY AIR FORCES 
Office of the Intelligence Officer 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 

MISSION: 1 February 1 945 - MDOSBIERBAUM OIL REFINERY, AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: One crew ( lead crew) reported 30 a/c enemy fighters at 45/55, 1 8/26. 
These e/c a/c remained out some distance , appeared to feint a pass as if attempting to 

draw out our fighter escort,  then turned out again following for some distance. The report 
that our own escort warned to pull formation together as e/c were in the vicinity, would 
tend to verify that a/c a/c observed were actually enemy fighters. At 45/05 ,  18/20 , e/a 
fighters were reported attacking one B-17 and one B-24 which were alone below formation. 

B. Flak: Over the primary target ( Moosbierbaum 0/R), at a mean altitude of 27,000 
feet , this group met moderate , accurate, heavy flak , of both barrage and tracking type. No 
flak was reported at 2nd alternate, ( Drag M/Y), but moderate,  inaccurate , heavy flak was 
encountered at 47/12, 14/45 northeast of Drag. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Flak Locations: 26 , 800 feet, MAH. Dvas area MIH, 47/12, 14/45 SAN. 

B. Smoke Screen: Smoke screen at Moosbierbaum was just starting and ineffective, 
but was spreading fast. 

C. Land: 1035 hours , 21 , 000 feet,  47/02 ,  16/32,  probable B-17 in snow-covered 
field , skid tracks visible, no activity 
11 -- hours, 20 , 000 feet , 45/34 , 16/38 , train, 35 cars headed north. 
1110 hours, 22,000 feet, 46/50 , 16/15, train , 30 cars heading north. 
1340 hours, 28 , 100 feet, 44/1 7 ,  16/15 , M/Y, 320 cars. 

D. Air: 120 7 hours , 48/?? ,  16/10 , B-24 below formation heading 120 ° unescorted. 
A/C #451, called on radio and said was landing at a fighter field in Fogia area. 
1330 hours , #2 A/C in Charlie --- left formation at end of bomb run , 2 engines out ,  got 
immediate fighter escort. 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. Total Losses: None 
B. Damaged: 9 A/C (7 minor , 2 major , 1 man received slight flak would) 
C. Victories: None 
E. Corrections to telephone mission report: One squadron dropped by P77 at 

Moosbierbaum 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 5 February , 1945 - REGENSBURG OIL STORAGE , GERMANY 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS , 
Major , Air Corps , 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

A. Fighters: Six ( 6 )  enemy fighters were reported. Two ( 2) unidentified E/A were 
seen in the Salsburg area , attacking a struggling B-24. Four (4) TM/AC ,  with single tail 
fins, were observed between Salsburg and Regensburg. They remained well out of range at 
about 9 o'clock. 

B. Flak: Over the target at 26 ,000 feet, flak was slight, inaccurate and heavy. 

I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. 
Tachau , 
49/41N, 
49/30N, 

Flak Positions: Fleon, 
49/30N,  13/10E ,  M-I-H 
12/33E, 26,000', S-I-H 
1 3/06E , M-A-N 

M-A-H at 26 , 300 ' .  

B. Land: 1230 - 25, 300 ' ,  M/Y, 46/27N, 12/31E , 200 cars. .....___ 
1301 - 26,000', M/Y , Muhldorf, 48/15N, 12/37E , 400 RR cars. 

Water: None 

-Zs -

c .  

D. 
26 ,000 ' .  

Air: · 1 325 - 48/25N , 12/00E , B-17 at 10 , 000',  losing altitude, our altitude, 

II I. CONCLUSION: 

A .  Total Losses: None 
B. Damage: None 
C. Victories: None 
D. Corrections on Telephone Mission Report: None. 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 7 February 1944 - VIENNA-LOBAU OIL REFINERY 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: No enemy fighters were observed. 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS 
Major, Air corps, 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

B. Flak: Over the target at a mean altitude of 28 , 500 feet, flak was reported as 
moderate , inaccurate to accurate, and heavy, of barrage type. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

A. Flak Locations: None 

B. Air: 1326 hours , at target, 2 B-17s from Group to right of 347th sq. seen to 
explode. No chutes were observed 
1332 hours, 28 ,000 ft, 47/54, 1 6/38 , B-17 alone , ; 5 , 000 feet below formation. 
1340 hours, 24,000 ft., B-1 7 left group and headed east, 46/50 , 16/40 

C. Water: 1135 hours , 17 , 000 f t ,  44/08 , 14/13 ,  3 small and 1 large M/V heading 
north. 
1 149 hours, 15, 000 ft, 44/10 , 12/48 , 20-ship convoy heading 330° 16 knots ----

D. Land: 1225 hours , 27 , 000 ft. , 47/04N , 16/04E , Kofrack , much railway activity 
on line from here to Voitsberg (47/03, 16/09) 
1220 hours,  25 , 000 ft. ( 47/23N , 15/05) Leeben , small 
factories very active with RR activity in area. 
1230 hours, 26 ,000 ft. M/Y at 47/23 , 15/05, 500 RR cars 
1233 hours , 24,000 (45/38 , 12/52) 30-car train. 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. 
8. 
C. 
D. 

Total Losses: None 
Damaged: 5 
Victories: None 
Corrections to Telephone Mission Report: None. 

industrial area. Approximately 5 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS 
Major , Air Corps 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

T 
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I ,  SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT:  

MISSION: 9 February 1945 - MOOSBIERBAUM 0/R, AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A.  Fighters:  Three (3) unidentified E/A were seen by this group on t
1
o
1
day

t
's 

mission. ONe E/A observed at 131 5  hours, 45/50N,  16/2DE, Zagreb area , but stayed we ou • 

Two (2) T/E E/A were observed at 1235 hours in Graz area but stayed well out at 3 o'clock. 

B. Flak : No fla !<: w ;:i !,  encountered at the target. At 46/2D N ,  16/2 0E ,  slight,  

inaccurate , heavy flak was encountered. Moderate , accurate, heavy flak was encountered at 

Kapfenburg. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 
A. Flak Positions: 1302 hours - 18, 000', 46/20N, 16/20E, 5-I-N. 

Ill. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. total Losses: None 
B. Damage: None 
C. Victories: None 

Kapfenburg - M-A-H 

D. Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None. 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS 
Major, Air Corps 
5-2 , 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT : 
MISSION: 13 February 1945 - VIENNA SOUTH ORDNANCE DEPOT, AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 
A. Fighters : Six (6) unident ified a/e a!c were seen at1225 hours at 27, 000 feet, 

flying parallel to formation. When B-17 gunners fired a few bursts these a/c broke away. 

B. Flak : At a mean a l titude of 27 , 400 feet , intense , accurate , heavy flak was 
encountered at the primary. At 27,000 feet, moder ate, accurate, heavy flak was enco_untered 
at the alternate, Maribor. Flak at both locations appeared to be of both tracking and 
barrage types, the former predominating. 

11. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. F lak Positions: 1-A-N at Vienna (T-Chart 14-23-MA) 8 to 9 ,  R to T. 
M-A-N, at Maribor 
M-1-H at I.P. for primary, 48/07N, 15/48E. 
M-1 -H at 42/10N, 1 5/30E 

B. Smoke Screen : 1203 - 27,000',  ineffective smoke screen at 48/12N ,  15/37E. 

1217 - 27,=o
=o�o�,-, �t�h�i-n�smoke screen over !/.l,_ portion of Vienna. 

1210 27 000 , i· neffecti· ve smoke screen at target. - ' ' 
c .  Land: 1200 - 21,000 ' ,  200-300 cars in M/Y at 45/34N, 1 4/1 0E 

10 1 7  - 1 6 , 000', B-17 on Island at 43/57N, 12/00E infield 
1035 - 23, 000', Refinery and RR siding at 46/??N, 14/??E 
1145 - 28 , 000', A/D at 47/12N,  14/40E, approximately 35 TR/AC in revetments 

11 52 - 27 ,000' , large very active factory at 47/12N,  14/40E 
1200 - 23,000', I/G at 45/??N, 1 6/20E, no e/a visible 
1220 - 2 5 , 000', A/D, 15 miles SW of Zagreb - several A/C seen taking off. 

D. Water : 1021 - 15 , 000 ' ,  large M/V anchored in harbor at 42/20N,  15/08E. 

E. Air: 1210 - Vienna - B-17 in spin, 1 chute seen. 
1211 27, 000',  over Vienna - 2 B-1 7s seen heading east, apparently for Russian lines. 
1216 - 8-17 of Group seen going down in flames 
1217 - F-33 exploded over target area (Vienna) no chute seen. 
1240 - 8-17 going down at 46/??N, 16/20E. 
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1500 10 ,000',  one crew reported seeing about 16 unidentified a/c in a dogfight at 44/??N, 
15/20E. 

II I. CONCLUSION 

A .  
B .  

Total Losses: None 
Damage: From Flak: 

C. Victories: None 

3 major 
10 minor 

D. Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None. 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT: 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS 
Major, Air Corps 
5-2 , 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

MISSION: 14 February 1945 - VIENNA 0/R, AUSTRIA ------
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A.  Fighters:  Blue Force of this Group observed six or seven EAC shortly after 
l eaving the target at approximately 1347 hours at 46/19N,  17/29E. One (1) M 210 flew 
about 800 yards above the formation and on course , leaving when chased by a P31 . An Me 210 
with red nose and missiles, fuselage painted yellow with green stripes and a large swastika 
on the side was seen. Two (2) JU 88s were observed at a distance but made no attempt to 
attack. Three (3) unidentified single-engine fighters made one coordinated pass from 6 
o'clock high but did not press the attack. At the time this attack took place, one of the 
JU 88s pulled over slightly toward the formation, dipped his wings then pulled away. 

B. Flak : Both Red and Blue Forces encountered moderate to intense,  fairly 
accurate , heavy flak , of both barrage and tracking type, while flying at a mean altitude of 
27 ,500 feet. the aircraft sustained minor damage from flak. Slight,  inaccurate ,  heavy , 
tracking flak was encountered in the Gyor area and in the Bruck area. No A/C were damaged 
by this flak. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Land: 1206 - 27 , 000' ,  2 trains - 30 cars each at 46/33N , 14/58E. 
1235 - 25 ,000', M/Y , 45/20N, 15/3DE - 250 cars 
1 237 - 26, 000', 46/07N, 15/02E, 2 trains - 40-50 cars each heading SE 
1240 - 27 ,800 ' ,  48/15N, 16/??E, 2 15-car trains each heading West 
1245 - 19 , 000', 45/??N, 17/28E, bridge damaged - span cut - recent bomb strikes observed 
1400 - 1 6 , 000',  Air strip , 44/45N, 16/39[ , vacant 

B. Water: 1220 - 26 ,300 ' , 48/12N, 14/27E, 12 barges in Danube 

C. Air: 1417 - 2 5 , 000',  45/1DN, 12/20E,  1 lone B-24 seen heading IFE degrees 

D. Flak Positions: 45/08N, 16/20E - S-A-N 
45/06N, 16/20E,  N to 1 -A-N 
Bruck - S-A-N 
46/23N, 16/42N, S-A-N 
Gyor, 47/40N ,  17/409E, S-I-N 

E. Smoke Screen : It was observed that a smoke screen was j ust starting in the 
target area , and was very ineffective. 
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II I. CONCLUSION: 

A. Total Losses: None 
B. Damage: Flak: 2 minor 

Fighters: 0 

Others: 0 

C. Victories: None 
D. Corrections on T elephone Mission Report: 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 

None 

MISSION: 15 February 1945 - SOUTH STA T I ON FREIGHT YARDS, VIENNA , AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. Fighters: One unident ifie d ,  single-engine a/c was observed at 1223 hours, at 
??/??N , ??7??E. THis aircraft was at12 , 000 feet , 10 , 000 feet below our formation, and was 
heading south, the opposite direction of our formation. 

B. Flak: T his Group attacked in t wo forces. Bot h forces encountered accurate ,  
����--;-lieavy flak ,  p redominant ly  t racking type. Nine (9 )  aircraft sustained flak 
damag e ,  5 sustaining major damage and 4 sustain ing minor damage. The Blue Force 
encountered fairly accurate ,  slight , heavy flak at 45/3DN, 12/00E. 

Flak over Vienna was reported to be less intense than on former missions, and seemed 
to be more of a t racking type than a barrage. In the past , there seemed to be a barrage of 
flak over Vienna before our aircraft approached the target , but reports on today's mission 
indicate that no flak was encountered until 30 minutes before bombs away. The flak seemed 
to be of t racking type, and suddenly appeared directly in front of the formation. The flak 
did not last long , but as the formation preceeded on off the target , the flak disappeared. 
On the past few missions, to Vienna, the flak seems to be of the above type. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

A. Land: 1 123 - 22 ,800',  Karlovak, 45/29N , 14/32E, M/Y , 200 to 300 cars. 
1124 - 22 , 300',  45/31N , 15/31E, north west of Karlovak near River - Fighter strip - no a/c. 
1140 - 24, 000',  46/15N, 18/30E,  M/Y , 300 cars. 
1155 - 26 ,900',  46/??N, 14/??E , Wolfsburg. Large factory in operation , much smoke. 
1213 - 23, 000',  46/32N, 12/22E - Lips, electric plants factory and area - much activity. 
1400 - 25 , 000',  I/S , 46/46N, 15/10E ,  no E/A. 

- 22 , 000',  I/S, 45/15N, 14/??E, no E/A. 

B • A ir  : 1 2 3 3 - 2 9 , 0 0 0 ' , at t a r get , 1 B-1 7 burned and exp 1 oded , 2 to  5 chutes 
seen. 
1233 - 29 , 0 0 0 ' ,  t arget , 1 8-17 exploded under 347th Squadron. Believed his by bombs of 
347th squadron. 

Flak Locations: M-A-N encountered at the target of both barrage and tracking type. 
1245 - 24 , 000',  46/20N, 17/00E ,  - N-fairly accurate - N ,  flak. 

II I. CONCLUSION 

A. Total Losses: 0 

B .  Damage: Flak: 9 ( 5  major - 4 minor) 
C. Victories: None 
D. Corrections on Telephone Mission Report: None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 16 February 1945 - 0olz ano M/Y , ITALY 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: No enemy A/C were encountered or observed by this group. 

B. Flak: The 1st wave of this group encountered intense, accurate ,  heavy flak at 
Hole�no. � A/C wer� �a�aged , 4 sustained major damage and 4 slight damage. 4 men 
sustained minor flak inJuries. The 1st wave also encountered sl ight , inaccurate flak at 
46/6? , 11/26. The 2nd wave _ group encountered no flak at their target , Landsberg. One A/C 
bombing a target of opportunity at Pola, encountered slight , inaccurate ,  heavy flak. 

f 

; 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Land: 130 0  hours , 24 , 0 0 0  ft - Innsbruck M/Y - 300 cars, much 
hours , 19 , 000 ft - 2 unidentified single-engine E/A A/D at45/08N , 12/36E. 
III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. Total Losses: None 
B. Damage: 8 flak damages (4 major - 4 minor) 
C. Victories: None 
D. Corrections to Telephone Mission Report: None 

SUPPLEMENT TO SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 16 February 1945 

activity. 1335 

1. While in t he Letenfield area , the aircraft in the Baker box, high right of the 
group formation, observed two bursts of what appeared to be silvery chaff. The bursts were 
about 100 feet above t he format ion and immediat ely in front of the formation. The 1st 
burst was seen to the right of the box, and immediately after the second burst was seen t o  
t he left of the box. There was no smoke made, and it did not look l ike flak , and only the 
bursts were observed. Crew members are sure no aircraft were above t hem and it could not 
have been chaff being dispensed by another aircraft . 

2. The foll owing observation was made on mission of 16 February 1945. A new runway 
at 45/35N, 19/07E was observed. This runway had not been observed before and from all 
appearances , a new landing st rip. It is approximately 4 , 000 feet long and appeared very 
black and hard surfaced. No activity was observed , nor no aircraft were observed. T his  
landing strip lies close along side a river, and is 4 miles NE of the town of (;runt!JJ, 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISS[ON: 18 February 1945 - LINZ MAIN M/Y , AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: Four un identified a/e A/C were observed on today's mission. T he A/C 
were observed at 1125 hours, 45/34, 15/29, 25 , 000 feet. These A/C were observed off to one 
side and made no attacks. The A/C were observed at 1230 hours at 48/36 , 16/10 at 28 , 0 0 0  

feet . T hese unidentified A/C were flying in opposite direction to our formation. T hese 
A/C resembled P-51s , but a sheet of flame was observed coming out from under the fusi lage , 
and A/C were t ravelling very fast. No P-51s had been observed in the area . Observations 
on the A/C resembling the P-51s was made with field glasses. 

B. Flak: This g roup encount ered moderate ,  inaccurate ,  heavy flak at 25, 000 feet 
to 27 ,000 feet , over the primary target , Linz . Slight , inaccurate ,  heavy flak was observed 
at Graz and Bruck at 26, 000 feet. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Flak Positions: Graz - 47/0? ,' 10/25 , Bruck - 47/16, 18/16. 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A. Losses: None 
B. Damage: One minor flak damage 
C. Victories: None 
D. Corrections to Telephone Mission Report: None. 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 19 February 1945 - KLAGENFURT M/Y , AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: None 
B. Flak: None 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Land: 1143 hours, 25 , 000 ft - 350 cars in M/Y , 46/08 ,  14/35. 
1220 hours�, 400 ft - Fiume M/Y 14/27 , 45/20 - 100 cars. 

---' 

f 

J 
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B. Water: 1 045 hours , 20 ,000 ft _ 1 044 hours - 1 2  unidentified vessels at 
7 medium M/V at 44/08 ,  1 4/42, heading 1800 

small war vessels. N 
43/30 , 1 8/20 , 6 looked 1i· k  b · 

one moving. e su marines and 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

Losses: None 

Damage: None 

Victories: None 

A. 
B .  
c .  

D .  Corrections t o  T l  h M e ep one ission Report: None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 20 February 1 945 - LDBAU 0/R, AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A. Fighters: None 

6 like 

B. �: Thi� group encountered moderat e , inaccurate ,  heavy flak at 23 500 to 
24

t
�
�
O feet at t�e primary target ,  Vienna Lobau Oil Refinery. The flak was not enco�ntered 

un i the formation had dropped the bombs. Four A/C were damage d 2 maj or and 2 minor 
damage. ' 

I I.  S IGNIFICANT OBSERVAT IONS: 

A .  Land: 1 1 50 hours , 23 , 0 0 0  ft , Long trains h eading north at 46/40 , 1 6/45, 1 00 

cars. 
1 1 35 hours, 
1 202 hours, 
1 21 1  hours, 
121 2 hours , 
in yards 
1 21 5  hours, 
1 220 hours , 
1 344 hours , 

22, 000 

24, 000 
24 , 000 

24, 000 

ft. , M/Y 46/53 ,  1 6/35, 300 cars in years 
ft. , M/Y, 46/51 , 1 8/51 , 1 50 cars 
ft , 47/15N , 1 6/52E, I/S - no activity indicated and no A/C present 
ft. , 47/1 5 ,  1 7/1 0 ,  M/Y - 1 train coming into yards from west , 30 0  

1 23, 000 ft. , M/Y 42/20 , 1 7/26 - 400 cars in yards 
22, 000 ft. , M/Y - 47/37, 1 7/18 - 200 cars and 3 trains in yards 
21 , 000 ft. , A/D - 44/30 , 1 6/1 0 - vacant 

cars 

8. Smo ke Screen: 1 355 hours , 1 4, 000 ft. , ineffect ive smoke screen j ust starting at 
Zagreb, 45/46 , 1 6/00 .  
1 31 0  hours ,  Vienna Lobau Oil Refinery. Smoke screen was just starting. 

C. Flak Locations: 46/27 , 1 6/38 -Mackanizsa 

I II. CONCLUS IONS: 

A. Losses: None 

B. Damage: 4 A/C by flak ( 2  major and 2 minor ) 
C. Victories: None 

D. Corrections to Telephone Mission Reports: None 

SPECIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MI SS ION: 21 February 1 945 - VIENNA CEN TRAL M/Y , AUSTRIA 
I. ENEMY RESI S TANCE 

A. Figh t er s: T wo unidentified A/C were observed in th 
at 22, 000 feet. These A/C were beinq chased by F-80s 

e Zagreb area at 1 31 5  hours ,  

B. Fl�k: This group encountered intense , accurate 
over the primary target at 27 800 feet The fl 

, heavy , barrage and tracking flak 

prior to target t ime and last ;d unt il � hr 
_ak was first encount er�d about two minutes 

particularly intense at t he r l . ee mi nutes  after targe t  t ime . The flak was 

aircraft sustained major flak
a

d!�a��
i

��d ;
n

�i;�
s 

;�
curate _ as to _ altitude and deflection. 1 0  

accu r at e ,  heavy t racking flak was e t d
ra sustained minor flak damage. Moderat e ,  

accurat e as  to  altit ude and defle
c��oun er� h�i Varazdia, 46/1 9N ,  1 6/2DE_. This flak was 

location. These crews report that some otl :
n

b 
i

t

s wer e  score_d on ou r aircraft at this 
a urs s over the primary target . 

I I. S IGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A. Land: 1 200 hrs. , 24, 000 ft - 2 t rains of 40 cars in M/Y at 46/1 5 ,  1 2/1 6. 
1 205 hrs. 26 ,000 ft - Pontoon bridge over river at 46/36 , 1 5/02. 
1 221  hrs . , 22,500 ft - M/Y 46/60 , 1 6/50 - 1 50 cars in yards 
1 225 hrs. , 1 9 ,000 ft - L/S at 46/29 , 1 6/40 - no a/c present 

-3/-

1 230 hrs. , 20 , 000 ft - M/Y 46/49 , 1 6/20 - 1 50 cars in yards 
1 236 hrs . , 1 8 ,800 ft - L/S at Zagreb 45/40 , 1 6/02 - vacant , also barracks area of 1 20 tents  

14 10  hrs. , 20 ,000 ft - L/S at 45/60 , 1 5/20 - 7 unident ified A/C on the strip 

8. Air: 1 222 hrs. , 22 , 00 0  ft  - 1 B- 1 7  going down over target , no chutes seen. 
Losing altitude fast. 
1 20 4 hrs. , 27 , 00-0 f t  - 8 - 1 7 ,  losing altit ude , one e ngin e feathered at 47/50 , 1 6/42, 

appeared to be heading for Russian lines. 
1 41 5  hrs. , 22 , 000 ft. - 45/40 , 1 2/40 , 8-1 7 ,  500 feet above wat er, heading towards Vie. 

C. Flak Locations: 46/1 9 ,  1 6/20 Verazdia - 46/23, 1 626 - ----
D .  Smoke Sc reens: 1 1 50 hrs. 22 , 000 f t ,  46/06 ,  1 4/?? Ljubiujarra , very effective 

smoke screen. 

I II .  CONCLUSIONS: 

A. Losses: None 
B. Damage: 1 6  A/C by flak ( 1 0  major and 6 minor) 
C.  Wounded: Four men were wounded by flak . Three men sustained minor injuries and 

one 1'>10.rlft injuries are unknown, as he was taken to the hospital from another field . 

D. Victories: None 
E. Corrections to Telephone Mission Report: None 

SPECIAL NARRAT IVE REPORT: 

NO S IGNATURE 

M I S S ION: 22 F ebruary 1 945 - IMMEN S TADT  M/Y ,  RY BRIDGE EAS T  OF Ca���dK 

MONGUELFO, ITALY 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

, M/Y A T  

F IG H T ERS: T his group encount ered 5 E/A on today's mission, and a total of 15 E/A 

were observed, including those encountered. At 1 342 hours, at 47/30 , 1 1/1 0 , 1 Me 21 0 made 

one pass at ne of the squadrons of our group. The E/A attacked from 3 o; clock , level ,  and 

broke away at approximately 600 yards. At 47/38 , 1 0/20 , at 1 340 hours, at 1 3 , 000 feet ,  one 

squadron encountered 4 E/A , 1 Me 262s and 3 Me 1 09s. The Me 262 came in from 6: 30 o; clock , 

low , out of t he clouds , firing at t h e formation , then leveled off momentarily until 

reaching the front of the formation. Then just under and in front of the lead ship the E/A 

zoomed up very steeply and climbed rapidly into the clouds about 4 , 00 0  feet above the 

formation. Fire from this E/A damaged on A/C and wounded the ball turret gunner. Not more 

t han a minut e after the Me 262 made its attack three Me 1 09s came out of t he clouds at 9 

o'clock , slightly below level,  two being abreast and the t hird E/A slight ly behind and a 

trifle higher. These E/A pressed their attack to within approximately 700 yards then broke 

sharp ly in a diving turn to the right. One of our A/C suffered damage believed to have 

been received during t his attack. A claim for one Me 1 09 probably destroyed is being 

submitted. At 1 520 hours, at 45/38 , 1 3/06 ,  6 Me 1 09s were observed below the formation , 

but no at tack was made. At 46/44, 1 2/1 6 ,  at 1 433 hours , 4 FW 1 90s were observed. These 

A/C were gray and black in color and were observed as they flew under the formation. N o  

attacks were made. 

B. Flak: T his group attacked t hree targets today; Innenstadt M/Y ,  Monguelfo M/Y , 

and a railroad bridge at 46/1 0 , 1 2/40. No flak was encountered at any of these targets. 

The group flew over their primary targets,  which were obscured by cloud cover ,  and no flak 

was encountered. 
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II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A .  Land: 1145 hours, 1 6, 000 ft - 47/30, 1 1 /01, M/Y, approximately 200 cars 1 150 hours-;-Ts, 3 3 0  ft - 46/03, 12/36 - A/D 6 a/e A/C in revetment 
1 21 0 hours, 16, 0 0 0  ft - 4 6/4 0, 1 2/20 - frei ght train of 10 cars stranded between two bridges that were out. 
1 345 hours, 1 4, 000 ft - 47/20, 16/16 - M/Y 125 cars 
1 257 hours, 1 4,400 ft - 47/18, 1 0/06 - to right of large bivuac area, 1 90 tents. 
1 315 hours, 1 4,400 ft - M/Y Innenstadt, hit by another group, much smoke. 1430 hours, 20, 000 ft - 45/27, 1 2/36 - NE bridge completely  covered in center span with smoke from bombing. 
1 435 hours, 21, 000 ft - 46/03, 1 2/36, L/S 5 S/M fighters 1 616 hours, 1 7, 000 ft - 46/02, 1 2/27 A/D, no activity . 

B .  Water: 1 1 35 ,  15 , 5 0 0  ft - 46/36, 12/02, fighter under attack by F-8 1 s, partially submerged . 
III . CONCLUSIONS: 

A .  Losses: None 
B .  Damage: 2 A/C by fighters (1 major and 1 minor) 

1 man received wounds from enemy fighter C .  Victories: 1 Me 1 09 - probably destroyed 
D .  Corrections to  Telephone Mission Report: Line 16  corrected to  read 1 probable . 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 23 February 1 945 - WORGL M/Y, AUSTRIA 
I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

PHILIP M .  PHILIPS 
Major, Air Corps 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp (H) 

A .  Fighters: No enemy aircraft were observed or encountered on today's mission. 
B .  Flak: At the target, V'Jorgi, a few bursts of light flak were observed . This flak was way below our formation . Moderate, inaccurate, heavy flak was encountered at (48/12, 1 2/08) . This flak was up to our altitude but off in deflection . Slight, inaccurate, heavy flak was encountered at 42/20, 29/20 . This flak was off in deflection and altitude. 

I [ .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 
A .  Land: 1 1 0 0 hrs, 1 9, 0 0 0  ft - 45/2 0N to 45/40N, 16/20E to 16/20[ .  S

1
·ol o.,gJ of vehicles moving southeast, may have been tanks or armored vehicles. 1 1 1 5 hrs . ,  21, 000 ft - 45/40, 15/1 0 - 200 cars in M/Y 1 1 30 hrs. ,  21, 400 ft 46/08, 1 5/10 - supply dump and M/T activity 1 2 1 2  hrs. ,  22, 000 ft 45/55, 1 2/34 - 7 landing strips, vacant 1 2 1 6 hrs . ,  21 , 000 ft 47/22, 1 2/45 - Hydroelectric plant operating 

1 300 hrs . ,  22, 000 ft - M/Y at 46/3 5, 1 2/36, 280 cars. 1 315 hrs. ,  1 2, 000 ft - M/Y at 45/55, 12/33 - 200 cars in yards, and 3 trains assembled .  1 3 1 6  hrs . ,  22, 000 ft 10 unidentified A/C on A/D 46/16, 12/30 1319  hrs . ,  22, 000 ft - 6 unidentified A/C on A/D at 44/08, 1 3/?? 132 0  hrs . ,  22, 000 ft - 46/09, 12/27 - 300 cars in M/Y 1 325 hrs. ,  22, 000 ft 15 unidentified A/C on A/D at 45/34, 1 3/27 .  
B .  Water: 1236 hrs . ,  22, 0 0 0  f t  - 46/4 5 ,  1 2/4 5 F-62 came i n  on B-1 7 and made a pursuit curve . A B-1 7 fired on the F-51 .  
C .  Flak Locations: 

42/31 ,  12/2 0  - S-1-N 
Vilisa - observing 

----- - 45/10, 1 2/00 - N-A-N 

- observed -�---
D .  Smoke Screens: 1 1 1 5  hrs, 21, 000 ft - 45/49, 1 5/1 0 cover smoke screen 1220 hrs. ,  21, 000 ft Illegible. 

I II .  CONCLUSIONS: 

A .  Losses: None 
B .  Damage: None 
C .  Victories: None 
D .  Corrections to Telephone Mission Report: None . 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT: 
MISSION: 24 February 1 945 - GRAZ M/Y, AUSTRIA 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE: 
A .  Fighters: No enemy aircraft were encountered or observed on today's mission . 

8 Flak · Moderate inaccurate, heavy flak was encountered at 25, 000 to_ 27, 000 

feet 0·ver the ' target, Gr;z . This flak was of barrage and tracking _ ty_pe. 
mi���e 

d
a
ai:ir

:
ft 

were damaged by the flak, one sustaining major damage, and two sustaining g • 
These aircraft received this flak while on a second run over the targe

/
;� 

This flak was Slight, inaccurate, heavy flak �as encountered at 4 4/20N, 1 2 · . E .  
inaccurate as to altitude and deflection . 

/ t 27 ODO Slight, inaccurate, heavy flak was encountered at Maribo�, 46/34N, � 6  3DE, a , 
to feet. This flak was of barrage type and was accurate as to altitude, but inaccurate as 

deflect ion. 
II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 

A .  At target' M-I-N at mean altitude of 25, 000' Flak Positions: 
S-I-N at 46/25N, 13/1 8E 
S-I-N, at Maribor. 

B .  Land: 
???? - 26, 500 ' ,  
???? - 26,00 0', 
???? - 24 , ODO', 

1 214 _ 26,000; ,  M/Y at Spittal, 45/37, ??/??E, showed heavy 
No a/c visible on strip at 45/1 6N, 1 2/00E, near ---
much rolling stock in Graz M/Y (target) . 
1 5  unidentified large a/c on Zeltung A/D, 45/1 5N, 1 4/44E 

C .  Air: None 

III. CONCLUSIONS: 

A .  
B .  
C .  

D .  

Total Losses: None 
Victories: None 
Damage: By flak: 3 (1 major, 2 minor) 

2 men wounded (minor) 
on Telephone Mission Report: Corrections 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT: 

None . 

MISSION 25 February 1 945 - LINZ SOUTH MAIN M/Y, AUSTRIA 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE: 

A .  Fighters: No enemy A/C were encountered on today's mission. 

bomb damage 

8 Fl k ·  INtense accurate heavy flak was encountered at 22, 000 to 24, 00_D feet, 
ver the ta:g,et Linz .

' 
The flak was of bar age and tracking typ e .  Our . aircraft 

�ncountered flak for about 4 minutes . The flak was �c
.
curat� as to altitude _and 

deflection and 20 of our aircraft were damaged, 5 sustaining maJor damage and 1 5 minor . ' 
damage. 

I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS: 
2 0  ODO ' SW of Udine 6 LS - no enemy a/c present on field but 1 0  A .  Land: 1 1 07 - , , .  

a/e ale andtl"e seen in revetments 
1 120 - 20,90 0', 46/03N, 12/37E, A/D, 7 a/c, 1 t/e a/c 
1211 - 2 3,700 ' ,  M/Y - 300 cars 
1 220 _ 2 4, 80 0 ' ,  46/1 DN, 12/2DE, Ledeldorf A/D and launching platform in use, 
woods. Also M/Y same location, 200 or more cars. 
1 229 - 25, 000', 48/1 DN, 1 2/51E, M/Y - 300 cars 
1 31 3  - 20, 000', 47/1 5N, 1 4/45E, M/Y - 300 cars 
1 31 3  _ 19, 000', 47/1 DN, 14/6DE, Zeltung A/D, 24 a/c unidentified 
1 32 5  - 1 9, 000', 47/1 DN, 14/4 0E, 3 t/e, 4 a/e a/c 
121 8 10, 000'. Zeltung M/Y, 200 or more cars. 

B .  Water: 1 226 - 22, 000 ' ,  44/11N, 1 5/02E, 60 barges in Danube 

c .  Air: 1 200 - 23, 000', 46/3DN, 12/2DE, 1 8-1 7  exploded - no chutes 

c .  Flak Positions: 1 245 - 24, 000 ' ,  I-A-N at target 
d 1 300 - Munich area - flak observe 

in 
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D .  Smoke Screens : 1 1 29 - 21 , 000 ' 42/42N , 1 2/ 1 7 E ,  smoke pots throwing screen ��

�� 24 ,000 ' , smoke screen at Zalsburg , 4/1 0  cover - 50 generators 

1 220 - 24 ,000 , 422/1 0N , 1 2/00E , smoke screen - 40 generators 
1300  _ 2 0 , 000 ' , smoke screen at t arget - screened y ards from NW to NE not very effectiv e .  

Pots had just been started . 

I I I .  CONCLUS I ONS : 

A .  
B. 
c .  

D. 

Total Losses : None 
Damage :  20 damaged (5 major , 1 5  minor) 
Victories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report :  

HERE T I S  

None. 
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COMBAT PERSONNEL EAGER FOR EDUCAT I ON 

I f  t h e  USAF I e n r o l l ments are any indication o f  eagerness for learning on the part of 
any particular group o f  individua ls , the  figures  for  the  month of Febru ary in the 99th 
point most f avorably  in the direction o f  combat men. Of the total number of Armed Forces 
I nstitute enrol lments processed by the Group l&E Officer , 60% were for the boys who fly the 
big ' ns .  Men from the Group ' s  Armament sections were second in the quest for l earning,  with 
23% of the total . Courses chosen ranged in subject matter and educational  levels  from an 
e l ementary  study of E n g lish Gr ammar thru Constitutional l aw and Marine Engineering . The 
maj o r  portion of the  courses  were in mathematic s and pr actica l  busin es s .  T h e . 347th 
continues t o  l ead other squadrons in the number of enrollments - with the 348th ,  346th ,  
4 1 6th ,  and Hq.  tr ailing in that order . 

I t  is signific ant t h at l ess t h an 2 5 %  o f  a l l  app lic atio ns· were for courses  from  
universities.  What with the  expansion in number and  v ariety  of  courses o f fered by the  
I n stit u t e ,  the  avail abilit y of  most of  t hem here in I t aly , and the high standard o f  the 
work for accreditation purposes , it can be understood why AFI courses are favored . 

HAVE YOU E NROLLED? 

M ISS ION RECORD NEARLY BROKEN 

T hirteen consecutive missions in the month of February was almost a new record for the 
99th . A perusal of the records , however , shows that in July , 1 943 , there were also 1 3  in a 
row ,  and in J anuary , 1 944 , generally considered the record-breaking month , there were 1 2  o f  
the 24 that were without a day ' s  break between . 

COMING ATTRAC T I ONS 

" L I GH T  FANTAS T I C , "  USO Unit N o .  41 1 ,  20th Mar . The Kin Lee Singers , Singing Swing.  
Cy  Reeves , MC . T ap Dancer ; Billy and Idylle  Shaw, cycle nove l t y ; 
and others . March 20th Sq.  Theatre 

347TH LEADS IN EASTER WAR BOND DR I V E  
USO GIRLS SWAP DANCES FOR SMACKERS 

Capt  Stwssor , backed  by all 347th men , is out to make his squadron number ONE in the 
Air Force E aster War Bond Drive--and he ' s well on the way . On pay day l ast , the 347th  men 
cont ributed  $ 1 0 , 0 00 . 0 0 t o  the  driv e .  " T h at figure  can b e  improved , "  thought  t h e  
Captain--so--he set the st age for a War Bond Ral l y  o n  Thurs day . At one o ' clock  on t h at 
d ay ,  the  entire squadron gathered in front of the EM Club to the jive music o f  the Diamond 
BAck orchestra.  "Smack the Axis with a Smack" was t h e  motto  penned on a t al l  signpos t , 
amidst an impr ovised p l atform. A most appropriate slog an too--for three comely USU girl s  
from t h e  Panama Hattie show r ewarded each o f  Thurs day ' s  purchas e  with a kis s .  L o v e l y  
Suanne Scott o f  St . Louis , Mo . ;  blonde Sonny Wright , o f  NYC ; and pert Margarite Rafferty o f  
Chicago did the catching--and countless lads of the 347th did the pitching • • • • •  wooo . • •  wooo ! 
T h e  $ 1 0 , 000 . 00 figure was improved by $2 , 000 . 00 encore in cash ' n  $4, 000 . 00 in pledges for 
pay day next . Good work , fellows ; we ' re all behind you in your al l-out drive .  

-35-
I t  might interest the men o f  the 347th to know that , even though they are first in the 

Group to use the "Kiss and Sale" technique s uccessfull y ,  they are by no means the firs t  t o  
t r y .  C p l  DALE graced the Hq.  pay line Wednesday with a typewriter , War Bond blanks , and a 
flourishing "Kiss for Sale" banner--but with questionable result s .  

" FRAGS" 

346 
I n  t his space  l ast  week , a maj or error was committed. In writing of the new spring 

edition comfort station, it was set down that V .  Searles  was the  in augur ator o f  the new 
model . Two unhappy sacks were very much o ffended for they claim they are the co-holders of 
the tit le,  "Grand Knight of the L atrines . "  So to Lou Altar and Bert P ar t l ow go [ sic J t h e  
distinct honor o f  being the  " fastest  workers ' o n  t h e  lin e .  T h er e  is a good deal  o f  
controversy as t o  which one hit pay dirt first , but Lou an d Ber t ,  b eing t w� goo d ,  s t ur�y 
operators , are willing to share the honor • • • •  I ncidently , Bert Partlow has quieted down this 
past week because of certain in formation that reached the Squadron from t h e  St ates . Yes , 
George L eming is now a prop-specialist back in Miami. "George a prop-specialis� , y e  Gods , "  
exclaimed Ber t ,  " I  should be a L t  Col . "  . • • •  P anch o ,  our celebr ated , chocol at e-skinne d ,  1 6 t h  
assist ant mess sergean t  now accepts tips .  P ancho reasons , with some j ustification , that 
due to t h e  superb  chow and s uperior q u a lity o f  his servic e ,  he should  be r ewarded 
fin ancia l l y ; • •  nothing l es s  t h an a one lire note will be accepted • . . •  Nate Wolinetz,  he of 
the broad beam, now has an assistant to get him out o f  l eg a l  diffic u l ties that h e  t al k s  
himself into .  

347 
We l l ,  we dug down and did it again ! Once more we lead the group in War Bond sales . 

And wasn ' t  it fun buying the bonds from the gir l s ?  You  kno w ,  they  c o u l d  h ave t alked  m e  
into anything . but I couldn ' t  talk them into as I was saying , it shouldn ; t  be t?o 
long before you have the long awaited updating o f  our bar . The fe l l ows c ame through in 
swell s t y l e  buying b ar-cards and now that we are financially ab le ,  we should have the bar 
opened by the next printing of "Here ' Tis . "  I ncidently , multagratias to the members of the 
b and for th eir donation of thirty bucks to the EM Club . When it comes to money , the good 
old 347th is right on the bal l • . . •  T his balmy  weather is b ringing our athletes  out  o f  
hibernation.  They are out almost every day pl aying softbal l ,  badminton , and ,  believe it or 
not , gol f .  Talking o f  sports,  lets not forget our ping pong team that is (we hop e )  h e aded 
for the group championship . 

348 

Sp ring c l eaning has star t e d . The  mess h a l l  and P X  a r e  sporting new coats  o f  
whit ewash , and the E M  Club is having its face lifted.  In the Officers area, a new c l ub is 
under construction t h anks  t o  t h e  gener osity o f  M ajor Knepper .  The building which was , . 
original ly planned for the CD ' s  house has been turned over t o  t h e  o f fic ers • . . .  A routine  
test  hop turned out to  have some pretty anxious moments for Lt Poczik and his crew . They 
went up to slow time an engine,  but the engine caught fir e and burned  fiercely  whil e t h e  
ship circled  the  fie ld .  Luckily the fire finally went out and L t  Poczik and his crew , L t  
Adams , Sgt Silva ,  and Sgt Havers landed safely . . . .  Our appo logies t o  S g t  Harry Bream , t h e  
unsung hero  for the  great F/Sg t ,  Tent Fir e .  L ast week we reported that Flash Mason sav�d 
the t en t , but it s e ams t h at H airbr eadth Harry  discovered  the  fir e and hel ped put i t  
out  • • • •  I f  you ' r e wondering about that big hole in back of the Orderly Rm . ,  all we can s�y 
is that it ' ll be a super-duper when it ' s  finished. And it wil l probably be the only one in 
t h e  group  which accommodates officers and enlisted men under one roof • • • •  DEMOCRACY MARCHES 
ON ! 

416 

C p l  Herman "Smiley" V an Strom, the aircraft painter , has plenty o f  time these days to 
repent in silence whilst pul ling guard duty . Those frequent missions to the town ' s  taverns 
h av e  r e aped poor dividents • • • .  Lt Lee is in line for congratulations .  [ n  addition to h�s 
other duties , he has been designated  Summary Court  O f ficer and is b usily engrossed i n  
digesting the  MCM t o  improve his judicial decorum . • . •  We don ' t  mean to b e  rep�titious when 
we continually mention Blind Tom Bender in this col umn , but his host  fo [ s i c ]  f ans  are  
always anxious to get the dope on  his winnings . Wel l ,  this payday things were bad and the 
amount of his PTA was only $875 . The wonder of it al l is t h at he c an ' t  see the  dic e  and 



the other participants in the game are ob l iged to call the numbers out to him when he rolls 
the bones . . . .  Can somebody tell me why they call Cpl Harner "Buttons"? 

Headquarters 

Big doings at the club this week . The C lub was officia l l y  opened Tuesday with a party 
and dance high-l ighted by the Red Cross gir l s ,  Stqn And r ew ' s  music  ( t hat threw P fc 
F r ouman into extasy ) ,  and ice cream, cake,  and punch . Rugged , this overseas l ife ! E ighty 
doll ars changed hands Thursday night at the Bingo g ame and two of our motor-pool men found 
out boxcar to pay off the crap game after Bingo . 

CHURCH SCHEDULE 

Catholic :  Sunday Mass 
0900 ,  1600 ,  1 830 
Wed. & Fr iday • . •  1 830 

CHAPEL CHI MES  

Protestant : Sunday 
0800-347 0845-0rd 
0930-348 1 0 1 5-4 1 6  

1 8 30-Hq . 

A good question is  this : What are you making out of your mind? 

I t  is no answer t o  s ay ,  " I ' m  not making  anything out  o f  my m i n d .  Why s h o u l d  I 
bot�er?" I f  �e say that , we �re  kidding oursel v e s .  Even  by negl ect we are posit i v e l y  
making something out o f  our minds . What we get out of life ,  as we l l  as what we put into it 
for others ,  depends upon what we do with our minds . 

Fist of al l ,  and let ' s  frankly say it , we can made a sewer out o f  of our minds There 
are peopl� who have filled their minds with obscenity so that it gives off a sme l l  i i k e  an 
open l atrine , 

We c an .make a �aste-basket out o f  it . Th ere  i s  n othing wrong with a waste-basket 
except that it doesn t add �p to anything . Odds and ends and scr ap s  o f  in format ion , a l l  
mumbled together , never equip a person t o  do any one thing wel l .  

We can maliat a , v acuum out o f  it ,  j ust an _ empty place for the wind t o  blow through. 

. We can ma�e a barr�cks  out _o f  our minds , a place where good ideas go to sleep . Our 
ideas may be f 1�e ,  _but  1f o u_r minds are of the b a r r acks v ar i e t y , they  never get any 
exercise . The mind 1s a sleeping room. 

There are two very fine things we can make of our minds .  We can make a tool chest out 
o f  it .  And we  can make a power house out o f  the mind. 

Its really up to you ! What are you making out o f  your mind? 

ENQUI RING REPORTER 

" h as army l i fe softened or hardened you physically?" 

T/SGT JOE WARNER : Since I was dragged into the army I h ave gained at least 20 pounds in a 
steady softening process aided and abetted by h ard  d; inking . 

SGT CHARLES KARCHYAK : The army has done a wonderful j ob in hardening • • •  my derriere. 

SGT HENRE Y :  The army did build me up somewhat .  I firmly believe that those C rations did 
it . They are good for one ' s  health and shoul d  be eaten regularly.  I know they helped me . 

S G T  JOHN W I GG I N :  T h e  army  has  wrecked m e  physical l y .  A l l  that physical training and 
marching and dri l l ing .  I ' m but a shadow of my  former sel f .  

MONDAY 5 MARCH 
"MAY PAL WOLF"  

UNA O ' CONNER ,  SHARYN 
1 800-346th , 348th & Ord 
1 930-347th , 4 1 6t h ,  & Hq 

MOVI E  SCHEDULE 

WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH 
with 
MOFFETT  

"BOWRY TO BROADWAY" 
JACK OAK I E  & MAR I A  MONTHE 

1 800-346t h ,  4 1 6th & Hq 
1 930-347th , 348th & Ord 

with 

-

SATURDAY 1 0  MARCH 
"DRAGON SEED" 

KATHE R I NE HEPBURN, 
1 800-347t h ,  4 16th & Hq .  
2000-346th , 348th & Ord 

ATTEN T I ON 
THURSDAY 6 MARCH 

with - 37-
WAL TER HUSTON 

" G I  MOV I E S "  are  no l onger a regular part of our schedul e  • • •  An announcement will  
be  made if it  is avai lable .  This week • • • • • • • • • . • . . .  ? 

PAYCALL----1 778 
I n  1 7 7 8  the  mont h l y  pay for foot soldiers was $6 .66 . But even the boys who got that 

rate were in the chips compared to the  sol diers  in 1 7 8 5  when p r i v ates  r eceived  $4 . 0 0 a 
mont h ,  corpor als $ 5 . 00 ,  and sergeants  $6 . 0 0 .  T h at ' s  p r obably  when sergeants  began 
hollering . 

Sports for Sports 

P i ng P o ng : P oo r ,  poor O r dn ance--our heart bleeds for them . After losing the l ast three 
g am e s ,  in  spite  o f  t h e i r  st ead fast determinat ion and the superior play ing of Kickenveldt 
and Hopkins , the 4 16th nosed them out 4 to 3 in the best match of the evenin g .  T h e  347th  
showed their prowess by  drubbing the 348th 7 to  O ,  while Hq.  administered a similar beating 
to the 346th , 6 to 1 .  I n  spite o f  the shenanigans of Cpl Corcoran , the smooth ,  s l y ,  s u av e  
and soft-s poken m an ager o f  the team , his players j ust couldn ' t  cope with the men from Hq . 
One more match is scheduled in  this  t o u rn ament and we predict  it  w i l l  result  in  a t i e  
between t h e  347th and Hq . The palyoff g ame really should b e  something , with the 347th out 
for blood to avenge the beating Hq. gave them l ast t ime.  

w 
347 3 

Hq 3 
346 2 

L 

1 

1 

2 

PERC 
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750 
500 
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4 16  
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2 

2 

0 

L 

2 

2 

4 
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600 
500 
ODO 

S i d e l igh t s :  I n  the  346 t h  " C  R ation League" Mo Goldman and his fast-moving quintet , " The 
B-Batteries" hold undisputed possession of first place .  There is no t ruth in Jack Beaver ' s  
( the Spark P lugs )  and Ryan ' s  (the L ong Del ay s )  c laim that e f fer vescent Mo t alks  the  b al l  
into the basket • • •  it j ust seems that way . The officiating o f  Lts Calvin and O ' Toole was , 
to say the least , unique. The combined football and basketball rules t o  make a r o ug h  and 
tumble affair of the "Spark Plugs"/"Headspace-Gaugers" game . 

"News From Home" 

N E W  YORK : This  sign  hangs in an E ast-side t ailor ' s  shop that specializes in uniforms for 
WACS and WAVES :  "We fill our government forms . "  

SAN F RANC I SC O :  C a l i fo r n i an s  d r an k  1 8  m i l lion g al lons o f  l iquor during 1 944 , statistics 
disclose .  Roughly , that is 296 highballs for every man , woman , and child in the state .  

L AREDO , T E X :  Rancher Sy Silbert came home and placed his gun o n  the t able .  Sy Junior , 3 ,  
picked up the rod . "Go ahead , "  said his father j ovial ly , "plug your Daddy . "  J unior  then  
shot h i s  old  man  in the  stomach . Both are recover ing , Dad from a wound , Junior from a 
spanking . Ed: f/,e_ aid /1fe.t11 had a"'J'1f-er Cbl'"/ted 4:f Q#- Slx- �,oo ftt,r/ 
BRANDBURG , I L L :  Returning home on furlough one dark night , Pvt Fred Gates opened his front 
gat e ,  fell into a 7-foot excavation where his house once s t o o d .  During  his  absen c e ,  the  
dwelling had been mooved to another part of town . 

KENMORE , NY : 
The boys line 
unsuspecting 
cigareets , as 

L atest g ag thought up by Kenmore High School students is a hot one indeed . 
up in front o f  c i g ar counters  in  fake c ig arette  queues i n  order  to l u r e  
b u t  smoke-hungry  customers into fal l ing behind them . "Natchaly there ' s  no 
any fool can see . "  

r -a� -
I 
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WE HIT  
BERL IN 

L ONGEST HEAVY BOMBER RAID EVER MADE F ROM I TALY 

T h e  99th  made the t rip from I t al y  to Berlin in one not so easy lesson 
yesterday . Encountering flak a plenty and fighters of v arious  descriptions , 
mostly  j et-propelled  j obs  like the  262s , the 99th , led by Lt  Col Schroeder 
proved to the sceptics that the 7 7 5  mil e  j o urney to bomb German y ' s  c apit al 
city could be done . • •  done successfully . The bombs were dropped midst constant 
attack by the German fighters while under the protective covering  o f  our  own 
P-38s and P-5 1 s .  

T h e  K r aut j obs att ac ked at the I P  and stayed with the formation through 
the flak and overt the t arget run . Dog fights took  p l ac e  in and out of the 
formation • • •  with at  l e as t  one enemy aircraft  seen t o  b l ow up  in mid- air . 
First Lt Herbert Holsanbeck o f  the 347th ,  flying co-pilot for  C o l  Schroeder 
s aw this plane blow up and said , "It  looked mighty pretty . "  

M a j o r  Henry  Dowe l l , G r ou p  Bomb a r dier , r e p o r t e d ,  " We p u t  a swell  
concentration o f  bombs on  the t arget . Preceeding pl anes h ad scored  hit s and  
the smoke from the  fires they started made it easy to identify . 1 1  

L ead Navigator , first lt Bernard Obrentz ,  s aid , " En  route we h ad a change 
to see the damage we h ave  done on previous missions . The Aluminum factory  at  
L aut e ,  near  S u h l a n d ,  w as done for . Amstot tin was finito and the  r ailroad 
y ards at Wels were blasted beyond further use . My wish was to see a p at hway 
of w r e c k age from I t a l y  to Ber lin; today I s aw it . "  He also reported seeing 
American P -5 1 s  s t r afing t r ains at K l ugenfurt ,  adding t h a t  s e v e r a l  entir e  
trains were in flames as a result o f  the fighter action there . 

Consensus o f  opinion form the  combat personnel seems to be that all  of 
them were glad now to s ay that they had been t o  Ber lin • • .  B U T  • • •  most o f  the  
boys  are not too eager to go  there many times more . • . •  Good work boys , you  did 
a swell job . • .  t ake a five week v acation ! 

Allen W .  schroeder files 

AMER I CAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 
STALAG LUFT IV & VI 

I am trying to locate all ex-prisoners of War, WWI I  Germany. 
St�lag Luf t I�, a cam� for . enlisted men air crews, at  the town of Grosstychow , 
ra ilroad st�t io� of K iefhe ide, in the Pomeran ia sector, in Northern 
Germany, wh ich is now part of Poland. 

The camp was South of the Baltic Sea & where the meridians 
cross on the globe 54N & 16E. 

Before the Germans walked us out in Feb. 45, there were 10, 000 
POWs. 

S talag Luft VI was in Hydekrug in East Prussia. 
We have a reunion each year and not all XPOWs know of this. 

Leonard E. Rose 8103 E .  50th St. 
yours truly 
Ind ianapolis IN 4622 6 

Dear Don, 

550 s .  ocean Blvd . , #1 801 
Boca Raton , FL , 33432 
14  March, 1 988 

Your letter to Walt  Butler , and George Coen ' s  f�llow

up just ran in the 99th Bomb Group Newsletter , prompt
7

ng 

this tardy word from another guy who fought and bled in the 

"Battle of Blythe" in 1 9431 

unfortunately, the name Tex Simmons does not ring my 

forty-five year ·01d bel l ,  so I ' m no help, I guess . Found 

a few old orders , etc . ,  from that time , but they, too , were 

unproductive . I checked in at Blythe on New Year� Day, 1 9�3 , 

went through the temporary mid-summer move to Salinas, Cali

fornia then back to Blythe , leaving in October for North 

Africa: and , eventually, the 99th in Italy . 

I was c .o .  of the 391st Squadron, 34tl; Bomb Group at 

Blythe , and suffered throu�h . the group ' s  switch from B-17s 

to B-24s , getting my transition and check out from a Consol

idated factory pilot,  name long forgotten . Were you one of 

those by any chance? 

some Higher power was looking out for me on arrival in 

Italy and I was able to finess my way back into the 17s  for 

the shooting war . Like you, I sure wouldn• t knodlr·.-t}:e B-24 , 

especially when it got you b�ck the �ame number of times you 

went out . It was a good flying machine . Th7 B-1 7 ,  on the 

o ther hand , was by any standard a fabulous airplane . 

It ' s  great to hear from another survivor& 

Don McDonald 
2126 ·E . Valley Road 
S anta Barpara, CA, 931 08 

Best wishes to you, 

Al Schroeder 
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The March Field Museum rieeds your help. le 
preserve and protect the heritage of M .a "::h Field and 
to expand the facility. You can help lJ::. oy either a tax 
deductible contribution '" the foundation, and be a 
member of the foundation, or volunteer to assist us 
in restoring, acquiring, and maintaining our aircraft 
and artifacts. The Musuem is located in tt-e old com
missary at March AFB. 

AIR FORCE Magazine / Nowmber 1983 

March Field Museum 

Application Form 

Address _______ __________ ___ _ 

C,ty ___ ______ __ Stat� ___ Z,p Code ___ _ 

= Regular Member S 10.00 0 Patron Member S 50.00 
C SponsOf Member S 25.00 O Life Member S 125.00 

C Memorial Member S1000.00 
In name of ____ _ 

S Volunteer: Skills _ _ ___ Day Available ___ _ Telephone ___ _  _ 

Ptease mak,. Checks oayat:,1p 10 Maren F1e1d Museu:'!'I Foundation 

V01un1ee•., are urged 10 ca:1 1 7 14> 65S·3725 S 
March Field Museum Founda11on March AFB CA �2518 • 

The March Field Museum is rapidly 
developing a facility depicting Air 
Corps and Air Force h istory from 
World War I to the present. 

The Museum needs additional 
memorabilia and photographs of air
craft and flight operations, especially 
if they pertain to March AFB or Fif· 
teenth Air Force units. Hopefully, A1R 
FoRcE Magazine readers will be able 
to ofter items for display. Photo
graphs that are loaned with the re
quest that they be returned will be 
returned after display copies have 
been made 

(The March Field Museum Founda
tion will acknowledge the tax-deduct
ible receipt of all [donated) items.) 

Please send items and photo
graphs to the address below. 

Maj. Michael A. Fre;tas. 
USAF 

Director 
March Field Museum 
March AFB, Calif. 92518 
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De2.r Cyri l ;  

February 25 ,  1 988 

Mr . George F .  Coen 
Hi storian 
The 99th Bomb Group 

Hi storical Society 
2908 Al i so  Drive,  N . E .  
Al buquerque , New Mex ico 871 1 0  

Dear Mr. Coen :  

Your l etter to the Edi tor of Modern Maturi ty has been forwarded 
to me for reply.  P lease forg i ve the del ay in respond i ng .  The 
story i n  Modern Maturi ty generated a great number of l etters , 
most of wh ich  concerned the picture of the B-1 7 and i ts crew
members . 

I was a member of the 342nd Bomb Squadron , 97th Bomb Group , 
1 5th A ir  Force,  and fl ew miss i ons from North Africa and l ater 
from Italy.  The name of our B-1 7  was 11The Big  Promoter 11

• Un
fortunate ly ,  over the years my 50-mi ss ion cap i s  now among the 
mi s s i ng .  

Presently I bel ong to the 97th Bomb Group Al umni Associ ation ,  
as wel l  a s  the 1 5th Air Force Assoc iat ion .  

With best wishe s .  

S i ncerely ,  

Best wi she s  from the 99th, your neighbors of 45 years  ago. 

As the Nav igator of the BTO ( Big Time Ope rator) I compliment you 
on your choice of name for yourBig Iron Bird. 

W i th best wishes 
george 

1 '.>(l'J I·� St rl't' I .  :'l.\ V , \\'; i,l i i 1 1�t < 11 1 .  l l  ( .  _1 1. l ! l -l< i  ( 20 � \  :-:7:- l7!10 

.lolin T I >,·1m111�· /', , .".l,·111 

Dear George , 

308  N .  Red Hil l  Rd. 
Martin sburg , WV 25401 
Mareh 1 ,  1988 

- 4/-

The enclosed letter contains nothing about the 99th but I thought you 
woul d  be interested in its content . I came across it the other day .  It' s 
a letter from my wife ' s  cousin to his mother . His mother then sent it  to 
her sister-in-law , my wife ' s  grandmother .  Note the date of the postmark , 
Dec 7 ,  1 945 . Al l principals  are dead including Jack �ibol e .  His �eath was 
not service related , though rather untimely. Every t ime I read this  letter 
I am moved by it . Everyone who went through this period has a story he should 
write . Unfortunately most won 't . 

I just received the March Newsletter . A s  I rea d  Al  Henke's letter on 
page 39 I wonder i f  the crew of the B-24 which the 347th shot down was a-
ware that the B-17  crews were firing a t  them. They poss ibly thought the 
enemy fighters were respon sible . We may never know . I thought by now at 
least  �ne member of that crew would have made himself  known . Ed Moore, a 
pilot in the 347th during that mission , wrote to me about i t. I urged him 
to send his version of the story to you. He had thought about i t  but had 
held off , waiting to see what others might have written about i t . Maybe A l  
Henke ' s  wi ll  get him moving . 

Ed Moore is  the one person I have found who remembers  our mi s sion to 
Breslau in March , 1944 . We were turned back by weather and in the utter 
confusion bombs were dropped on one of our planes . Chamberlin , a cadet 
classmate of Ed ' s ,  was killed  with his crew. Yugoslavians found and identi
fied them. We received no credit for  this mi s sion but  it changed our minds  
about going to  Capri . We  had been offered rest  leave but had turned it  down. 
After  Breslau we grabbed a t  the chance to go . E d  Moore has his own story to 
tell about Breslau . I 'd l ike to see it  in the Newsletter sometime . I like  the 
way he writes . 

Just received the MaRCH Newsletter . Page 43 Ms Carol Rizzo gives another 
story about the German suicide pilots and their attack s  on the 48 3 BG . 

At  the bottom of the same page Pete Boggs suggests we have a 99thBGHS 
reunion at Albuquerque . I second the motion . How about 1990?  Albuquerque 
as a place to visit  has been advertised on TV frequently in this part of the 
country. In 1944 I wa s on orders to go there . I was allowed to  switch with 
another R/0 and went to A lexandria instead. I had already lost  a timing gear 
on our 1939 Hudson . Alexandria ,  LA was closer . I lost another timing gear 
during a visit  to Philadelphia a year later. 

Pete Boggs has had great success with his Washington state mini reunion . 
I can only  find a total  of five 99th BGers who are from WV . When I tried to 
get in the cadet corps f rom WV the quota was f i lled. I had to go to Washing
ton , DC to get in . Where are the WV enl istees today?  There should have been 
many more than is  indicated by our membership roster . Incidental ly  WV still 
paid  me a bonus of $500. I wonder how many other states paid  WWI I bonuses . 

George , remember those beautiful P - 3 8 ' s ? S illy question. I 've just been 
rereading some of the " Fork Tai l ed Devil : the P- 38". by Martin Ca idin. Caidin ' s  
work is  beautiful . In the late  sixties and early  seventies I read everything 
of  his I could get my hands  on . After reading the Fork Ta iled Devil the first 
t ime I had an opportunity to see a Confederate  A F  P- 3 8 .  The f i r s t  thing I 
wanted to see was the dive brake . Without i t  pilots were losing control of 
this plane in power dive s , a fact soon discovered by the Germ�n�pilots  and 
used to their advantage . A C-54 loaded with 500 of these air brak e �assemblies 
was on its  way to England .  Over the north Atlantic a British pilot shot this 
plane down . No later attempt was made to; modify the older P- 3 8 's and theY were 
phased out for1 bomber escort work . The P-47 ' s  and later P-51 ' s  took over born-

Exira - AARP ?re1/dewf' Loses so-1/f,.Js/on Co/./ 
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-
ber escort work . On one mission a P-38  with one engine out tucked himself in 
our 4 16th Squadron . It was a good feel ing knowing we were protecting him in 
return f or his having protected us . I still have • good thoughts of the P-38 ' s  
weaving back and f orth above our planes . We seldom saw a P-47 ; they flew at 
such great altitudes . P-5l 's  arrived j ust about the time our crew completed 
its f ifty . Not knowing whose they were our crews started fir ing at them . La
ter they buzzed our f ield to give us an identifying look at them . 

I once read where no aircrewman could hear a shell burst during a mission . 
It isn 't  so . Jan 1 4 , 1 944 as we returned from Mostar I heard a shell burst . 
It sounded much like someone kicking the bottom of a bucket but more subdued . 
I saw the smoke at about 3 o ' clock . It was close . At 9 o ' clock I saw another 
cluster of explosions among our P-3 8  escort . The accuracy was disturbing . I 
had 2 5  more missions to go . 

I ' ve been exchangeing Christmas cards w ith a Scott Field classmate of mine 
f or f orty years . This year I wrote and asked him to  give me chronologically 
events that occurred to  him after Scott . He trained in several areas in the 
U S , was assigned a B-17  twice . In both instances the plane was taken away 
from his crew . He was finally put on board a ship . The ship broke down and 
returned to N Y . He later boarded a Liberty shi p ,  the Zane Grey . This ship 
made it to England .  He f ound most of his group which had gone  ahead of him 
had been shot down . This happened after the group had been split up among 
other groups . His crew was assigned to the 305th BG the day after Schwein
furt . Only two planes had returned fr0m this mission . John Ladd  was shot down 
on his fifth mission which was over Bremen . He spent the remainder of the war 
in a stalag in Austria . As the Russians approached he with the other prisoners 
was marched 200 kilometers west where they w ere rescued by American f orces . 

I j ust got a letter from Pete Boggs . He ' s  closing in two P-3 8  pilots who 
accompanied his damaged B- 1 7  back to Foggia from Wiener Neustadt , Pete 's  last 
mission . Pete was eager and outspoken in the service 44 years ago and hasn ' t  
changed a bit . H e  coul d  hardly wait to  get that B-26 across the Atlantic .  
His copilot and nav/bombardier were dragging anchor all the way . I was in no 
hurry myself until I heard about the 50 mission l imit from returning crewmen . 

George , I don ' t  have any research proj ects in m in d .  I usually read some
thing in the Newsletter or Sortie that peaks my interest and gets me going . 
I see you know how to retire or is this romp in the snow between j obs ? 

I j ust checked the travel bureau here in Mrb and found the cost of the 
flight from Dulles to Ft Lauderdale is $ 2 2 0  on United , no changes . Not bad .  
To get that price I must return on Sunday . I can manage that . I ' m looking 
f orward to seeing you again . 

Dear Wally ; 
. The B . T . o .  returned from Istres on 17aug43 with about two engines 

working . . We left t�e formation and headed f or Bone . We were joined by 
� P-38 w �t� one eng ine feathered , but we were very cautious as he eased 
into . pos it i on beneath us . I covered him until we could read the marking 
on his parachute, f or Rossi had not yet been shot down . We  landed with 
t�e red fuel warning lights on, and an hour later the sky was suddenly filled with planes from the first shuttle bomb mission of the 8th AF But th t '  another story . · a s 

For those of you who have forgotten , Rossi was flying a captured 
P-38 f or the RegiaAeronautica. 

Dear George : - 43 -
You se em to ret the questi on s ,  s o  here are some more� 

On 10/10/43 a few planes  from the 99th -those with To�yo tanks
raided the airdrome at Athens and were hit hard by fighters . 
We  were forced into Sic ily ; patche d up and the plane was scra�ped 
back at Oudna . I had a picture of the bombstrike and loaned it 
no a guy who was shot down and escaped . He never returned it and 
if he is a reader , I ' d like a copy. This was the - first mission 
Pilot nerman Bauer flew with the crew he took over. 

One crew of the 416th had a chic ken fry in Italy with those 
half pheasant birds we brought up from Africa . We were invited 
but declined when we found the birds were expiring from limberneck 
and were being cooked prior to their passing-just prior . I 
remembered it being Charle s Bog�s and his crew, but he  says not 
him. Whose crew w as it1 

At Foggis , navigator Charles Bauman had a giant turkey that 
roosted on their tent-tied with a parachute cord .  You can imagine 
the dec oration as time passed . When I finished  my fifty , the turkey 
was still there . LJid he survive the war? 

And has anything surfaced as to the whereabouts of Capt . George 
Andrews? He was a top pilot andxlea the 416th on several missions 
His coni lot was tlugh Fleet . 

And are you the navigator Coen -sp- who was in the 416th,  shot down 
over Greece , e scaped and came back thru the squadrom on the way home? 

I am a relatively new mlmber and attended oart of the convention in 
Dallas last year . I m1ly met ane of our c�ew-Dan Ives- Ballgunner 
of old 507-Lady Luck- . 

in Ft . Lauderdale 
Is1 there a chance of a luncheon petiod being left open 1for squadron 
meetings where we could have more of a chance of mE� ting whose w ith 
whom we were most ac quanted? 

Santa Ana-

Dear Travis; 
Thank you f or your l etter . 

A navig�who went directly from 
Mathei:: 1 w/ vh n� s;'o/}'t p�_

imary 

-..__A � ( .� Travis C .  Briggs ( Tex)  

PO Box 13 82 
Denison , TX 75020 

We ha�e no knowl e�ge of either George Andrews nor Hugh Fleet, 
but our postcardsearch ( using 1943 hometowns of record)  continues , and 
you can see that we do get new members, so maybe we will locate ' em .  If 
you have not already done so, send us their old hometowns and we wil l run 
a search on them . 

No , Travis, I am not the escapee Coen . I was in the original 
416th in September, 1942 and returned home in Oct ober , 1943 . 

. I . believe that there are three of us (so far) who went direct 
to Nav igat i on School . For me it was Mather, 42-13 . 

I like t�e squadron luncheon idea, but it may prove to be too 
mu�h f or the reun i on committ ee, which is by no means suffering from underwork . While I try to take credit f or the reunions , actually I do none of the 
work, and believe me there is plenty of work . best geo . 



-44-

Brig General Murray A Bywater USAF (ret) 
President; 15th Air Force Association 
Bo::x 6325 
March Air Force Base, CA 92518 

Dear General Bywater; 

11741 Rainbow Avenue 
Anchorage , Alaska 99516 
20 February 1988 

As you know, World War II Eighth Air Force fliers were awarded Distin
guished Flying Crosses upon completing their combat tours. And in my 
estimation they were certainly deserved . However, we of the Fifteenth 
were not so fortunate and had to settle simply for the personal satis
faction experienced from jobs well done. 

Although the hour is growing a little late for we World War II fliers , 
I still very much feel that this oversight should be remedied. 
Specifically, each former F'ifteenth Air Force member who completed a 
WW II combat tour should be awarded a DFC, and those who have since 
died should receive posthumous recognition. 

Now sir, this isn' t a new idea at all . In recent years a few favorable 
thines have happened along this line , to include ; (1)  The awarding of 
the Bronze Star to all \f\l II combat infantrymen. (2) Similarly , vet
erans of the Bataan Death March were also declared eligible for the 
Bronze Jtar. (J)  Not too long ago , a prisoner-of-war medal was 
authorized and will be issued in the very near future . '�1be award 
is retroactive to 5 April 1917 . (4) Finally, 48 years after the fact , 
veteran status is being granteq to ilorld War II members of the �lerchant 
Marine. I understand that the mariners may be eligible for theater 
decorations (medals) as well. 

General Bywater, I would appreciate your support for this proposal 
and perhaps a mention of it in the upcoming issue of "Sortie. " 

Thank you sir, and 
Most cordially, 

Theodore J H 
Lt Colonel SAP 
Colonel AKSG 

ColnY- 3.d 2 s ; 

S ev2ral  i nc. iv i ou a l s  hav2 s en t  me c o p i e s  o f  " Our Colonel ' s "  ( NO\v 
Maj or Gene r a l  F a y  R .  Upthe ; r ov2 , Re t . ) t a l k  � i ven t o  the o f f i c e r s  o f  the 99th 

when Colonel  Upp i 2  completed  50  m i s s i ons and went on t o  commanc a B-24 Wing . 
I w a s  s truck by the fact  that th i s  t a l k  �as  not d a t e d ; that i t  

i s  well  wo r th repeat i ng today . I n  f 2 c t , the dan;ars  ment i oned �2r2  have 
bec ome f a r  worse  than they were in 1943 . s i nc e r e l y  geo . 

Tal k g i ven by Col onel Fay R. Upthegrove 
u pon compl et i on of h i s  soth M i s s i on 

For a l ong  t i me I have had a l ot of thoughts  f l i tt i n g t hroug h  my m i n d  t h at  I woul d 
l i k e t o  con vey t o  you  peo p l e .  I ' d  l i ke t o  sort o f  take my ha i r  down a b i t  and ai r a few 
v i ews wh i ch may or may not shed a l i tt le  l i ght on the rel at i on s h i p  between t he  CO and h i s  
offi cers and men. Al so I woul d l i ke to offer you some thoughts on several other subjects. 

My fi rst and foremost regret i s  that I have been unab l e to k n ow each  one of you i n 
t i mat e ly.  The  l a rger  a comma nd , t he  l e s s  p e r sona l  cont act.  I do not feel i mpersonal 
towards you however , and your headaches are mi ne , your t ri umphs a re mi ne and you r m i stakes  
a re m i ne. I am  sort  of a l a rge sca l e  father who h as a l ot of chi l dren--some of whom need 
to be spanked for thei r mi sdeeds. The l atter rol e i s  one whi ch I detest and no matter  how 
d i s appo i nted I am t h at cert a i n  thi ngs occur ,  i t  i s  w ith  no feel i ng of el at i on that I ad
mi n i s t e r  p u n i s hment.  Some off i ce r s , I k n ow ,  seem to d e r i ve a s e n s a t i on of powe r o r  
autho r i ty f rom h a u l i n g so�eone  on the carpet , but I d o  not . It  al ways embarrasses me t o  
haJe to chast i se  a g rown man and I feel that perhaps I haven ' t  i nst ructed h i m  properly. 

- 15--
The i de a l  o ff i c e r  o r  EM , i n  my op i n i on ,  i s  o n e  w h o  i s  honest  a n d  t ru s tworthy , 

t horough i n  hi s dut i es ,  wel l  behaved and conservat i ve. He shoul d never be q u i te s at i s fi ed 
w i t h  h i s  work  a n d  s h ou l d  t ry t o  r u n  h i s j ob a l i tt l e  better  than i t  has ever been run 
before . He shoul d obey a s peci fi c  order to the l etter and report i ts compl et i on or fa i l 
u re p romptl y .  He s h ou l d  have  p ri de  i n  h i s  u n i fo rm ,  h i s  j o b  a nd h i s  organ i zat i on. He 
shou l d  l earn proper m i l i tary courtesy and exerc i se  i t  snapp i l y  at the p roper  t i me. There  
i s  a ce rt a i n  pr ide  i nvol ved i n  a properly executed sa l ute , about face or  other maneuver of 
a mi l i ta ry nature . He shou l d  not al l ow the red tape of army procedure to  get h i s  goat  o r  
d i s c o u r age  h i s  efforts , even though at t i mes i t  al l s eems futi l e .  He must attend to sma l l  
detai l s--i f s o ,  the l arge r ones  wi l l  fo l l ow eas i l y. As I h a v e  s a i d  befo r e ,  I l i ke t o  
deve l op  peopl e and al l ow them a l l  the author ity and res pons i bi l i ty they can accept . I t  i s  
deadly to al ways have to be dri ven . It  i s  much ea s i e r to  a l way s keep  a h o u s e  i n  orde r ,  
t h a n  t o  have t o  take t i me out at i nterval s for a bel ated c l ean i ng. Every t i me a CO has to 
strai ghten someone out ,  it absorbs h i s  t i me ,  s abotages h i s  effi c i ency and causes h i m  p a i n .  
An off i c e r  shou l d  be impersonal l y  fr i end ly  with j u n i or offi cers and en l i sted men ,  but not 

too fami l i ar. Good d i sc i pl i ne i s  the resu l t  of mutual res pect a n d  a de s i re to cooperate  
a n d  not  f rom u s i n g  the  wh i p. Be  a WANT-TO- DO not  a HAVE-TO-DO. Never be  afra i d  to  do 
more than i s  your responsi b i l i ty .  In hel pi ng others you wi l l  h e l p you r se l f. Learn  yo u r  
j ob and you can run i t  with authority and confi dence. 

The most i n t i mate  and  p l ea sant  command i n  t h e  Ai r C o rp s ,  i s  t h at  of a t a ct i ca l  
s q u ad ro n  comma nd e r. The  u n i t i s  l a rge  enough to have con s i derable importance yet sma l l  
enough s o  that he can know h i s  personne l .  The tact i cal group command i s  p robab ly  t he  most 
d e s i rab l e of a l l .  It i s  not a s  i nt i mate but more powerful and suffi ci ent wi th i n i tsel f .  
There i s  a l ot of respons i b i l i ty f o r  t he  CO and  h i s  s uccess  depends  u pon  t he  respect , 
l oya l ty and  coope rat i on of  each  o ff i c e r  and enl i sted man. The potenti al g reatness of a 
u n i t  l i es w ith i n  i tsel f and not i n  the command . Many d i fferent methods may be  u s ed , each  
s u cce s s fu l ly.  Th i s  a l l  depends  upon the character ,  persona l i ty and school i ng of the  i n
di v i dual commander .  A commander i s  a rel at i ve ly  l onely person , who has few i nt i mat es w i t h  
whom to  t a l k  over h i s  troub l e s .  He i s  respons i b l e  for every mi sdeed or  fai l u re , n o  matter 
how remote. He i s  usua l l y  happy to a ccept t h i s re spon s i b i l i ty ,  f o r  i t  i s  t he t ru st  to
wards  wh i c h  he  has  been p repar i n g  t h ro u g h out  the  years  p a s t . Some commanders a re un
usua l l y  amb i t i ous for h i gh command and often mi s u s e  a command  i n  order  to a dva nce  t hem
se l ve s .  Amb i t i o n b a s ed u pon  s u ch a prem i se i s  not sol i d  and can g i ve no l ast i n g  s at i s 
fact i on. Personal l y ,  I h a v e  no  amb i t i o n  f o r  h i g h e r  command u n l e s s  I feel  t h at  I h a v e  
ea rned i t  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  n a t u ra l  re s u l t  of  favorabl e recogni t i on o f  my efforts by h i gher 
authori ty. I wou l d  much rather have the respect and fri endsh i p  of my fel l ow off i cers  and  
men to  hold through the  future , than to merely use  them as a means to an  end. 

There i s  no  more sat i s fy i ng rel at i onshi p than t hat exi st i ng between men under stress. 
It  i s  l ov e ,  real l y ,  d i fferent and remote from that  ex i st i ng between man  and  w?ma n ,  but 

often more powerf u l . I t  i s  teamwo r '< on  a g r a nd s ca l e  for h i gh s�akes. It  is  t_he ol d 
col l ege s p i r i t  transpl anted to the batt l ef i e l d i n  a factua l  do-or-d i e effo rt. V i ctory 
a c h i eved u nder  t h o se  c i rcumstances  i s  sweet and  t h e  i n c i dents  l ead i ng  thereto are the 
h i gh l i ghts of a man ' s  l i fe and he  wi l l  never cease to recal l those tal es to the end of h i s 
days. 

There i s  bea uty and  peace i n  mi l i ta ry act i on as wel l  as sufferi ng and d i s aster. The 
Ai r Corps has a corner on t h i s  beauty with no other b ranch ?� the serv i ce can appro� c h .  A 
perfect format i o n ,  ma kin, a perfect bombi ng run and ref 1 ( 1 119 under t h_e pro� ect i on o: a 
perfect company front , i s  a s pectacle  of beauty that f i l l s  y o u r  who l e  b e i n g  wi t h  emot i o n  
and  make s  you want  t o  s i ng and  s h ou t .  When a un i t can pl u nge i nto i ntense fl ak  and ag
gres s i ve purs u i t  wi thout fal ter i n g  and d r i ve through to  i t s  goal , i ! i s  foste r i � g h i �to ry 
and  g l o ry t h at o ver s hadow t h e  puny , earthy tri umphs of other l egi ons. We d?n t t h i n k  of 
i t  as much but we are revol uti oni zi ng warfare , p e rfect i ng a weapon  wh i c h w i l l  r u l e  t he  
worl d a nd  ;hose peacetime potent i a l i t i e s ,  n o  one can q u i te  v i sual i ze at  t he  momP.!"lt . 

The most i mportant duty you h ave to d i scharge however , i s  not your duty as a s o l d i e r ,  
but  yo u r  l ater respon s i bi l i t i es as a c i t i ze n .  I only hope that I can i mp ress  t h i s  thought 
i ndel i bl y  upon your  mi nds.  We a r e  a l l concerned and wo r r i ed a bout  t he  f ut u re of _ our  
c o u n t ry and I t h i n k  t h at we  are  a l l  ag reed that i t  i s  i n  somewhat of  a mess. The Un i ted 
States  i s  a mel t i n g pot of c o n g l omerate races , s u pposed l y  a l l work i ng towards  t rue  
democracy and  f reedom. That i s  not qu ite  t rue. There a re many th i ngs t hat I have observed 
i n  our  Nat i onal l i fe wh i ch concerns me g reat l y .  Pol i t i c s ,  i n  g e ne ra l , i s  rotten a n d  o u r  
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gove rnmenta l agen c i e s  f r om m un i c i pa l  t o  nati ona l , are not represented whol l y  by men who 
des i re to serve others but rather themsel ves . Rackets of vari ous k i nds flour i sh u nde r o u r  
n os e s  a nd we p ay n o  part i cul ar  att ent i on .  Poverty , undernouri s hment and d i seas e  exi st i n  
fflOhY sect i ons and i s more or  l e s s  sh rugged off. Our educati onal syst em i s a n t i q u ated a n d 
ne ed s a maj or  t ra n s formati on i n  order to  p repare i ts future c i t i zens to make a l i v i ng ,  to 
understand the mechani cs of governme nt , a nd to i nt e l l i ge nt l y s u p p l y  t h i s knowl e d ge to 
a ch i eve t ru e  ma s s  ru l e . The re s hou l d  be no cu l t i v a t i o n of  p a ras i t es but rather every 
c i t i zen shoul d  feel t hat he earns h i s pl ace i n  the nat i ona l scheme as a res u l t  of  h i s  own 
hon e s t swe at . Gett i ng someth i ng  for noth i ng means that someone e l se i s be i ng depri ved to 
supp l y you . 

O u r  l e ga l sy s t em i s s o c l u tte red and  compl e x  t h at  l awye rs t h emsel ves cannot keep 
abrea st ,  much l es s  the common man .  the re a re s o many l aws t h at , i n  t he d a i l y  co u r s e  of 
our  l i v i n g ,  we v i o l ate  count l e s s  o rd i n a nces and regul at i ons . Procedure i s not based on  
s i mpl i ci ty ,  but rather d e s i g ned t o  baff l e and  a ntagon i ze t he i nd i v i d u a l . J u s t i ce ,  i n  
l e g a l proc e d u re , i s  t h e except i o n rat h e r  t h a n  t h e ru l e  a nd much too expens i ve for the 
average person , as wen as de l ayed i r. act i on whi ch renders i t  i ne-ffect i ve . We h a ve  l i tt l e  
j u s t i ce and  a re me rel y brood i n g  more rul es , l aws , and regu l at i ons p l us a crop of u net h i ca l 
l awyers whose mai n concern i s mak i ng money .  

Th e bu s i n e s s  wo r l d h a s  be e n for ced by r ac ket s , l aws , compet i t i o n a n d  u net h i c a l 
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The re i s m i s l e ad i n g a d ve rt i s i n g ,  h i gh p re s s u re s a l esmans h i p ,  i ncompetent servi ce and a 
thousand and one th i ngs wh i ch gradual l y turn t he consumer i nto a bal ki ng s kepti c . He must  
a p p roach  each purchase wi th the mental att i tude of  a hors e  t rader- - " !  must be  carefu l or  I 
wi l l  be fl eeced . "  Unfortunate l y ,  the  ave rage c i t i zen i s not s chool ed to be a s h r ewd h o rs e 
t ra de r  a n d  he doe s get gypped .  I nstead of deve l op ing  an hone st t rust and res pect towards 
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fri endl y rel at ionsh i p .  
T h e re i s t h e  m atter  o f  o u r  fore i g n  po l i cy and our  nati ona l a i m .  We cannot hope to 

re ad i l y convert the va ri ous peopl es of thi s worl d .  We cannot feed , c l othe or emp l oy t hem 
a l l .  We mu s t s c r u t i n i ze o u r  re l at i on s h i p  w i t h t h e va r i ou s nat i o n s from an  economi c ,  
rel i g i ous and soci al v i ewpoi nt i n  ord e r t o  work  out  a d e f i n i te l i ne o f  pro c e d u re wh i c h 
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o l de r a n d i n h i b i t ed peopl e who do not l i ve �s we t h i n k  t hey sho�l d .  We can p revent �orld 
war  through j ud i c i ous , cooperati ve , worl d pol i ce ,  but we canno� d i ctate a peopl e s  n a t ,_o n� l 
l i fe .  we must str i ve to  hel p them hel p themsel ve s . Reformat i ons have to come from w1 th1 n 
not from wi thout.  

T he re i s t h e rac i a l  p rob l em i n  t h e Un i ted  Stat e s , wh i ch may wel l , i n  a ve ry short 
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An equ i tabl e sol ut i on must be worked out 
or  we wi l l descend to a c i v i l  war ,  re vo l u t i o n ,  b a r b a r i sm and d e s t r u ct i on . Th e o�t w a r d  

t rapp i n g s  s omet i me s  e rrone o� l y  c a l l ed c i v i l i zati on a re fragi l e  t� i �gs _ and _ a nat i on can 
fal l  very eas i l y by becomi ng  rott�n w ith i n .  H i story of some of our c 1 v 1 l 1 z at 1 o n s s u ch a s 

Rome prove th i s fact . . . 
p ra ct i ca  1 1  y a 1 1  o u r  profess , ons need revamp, ng and rev i  t al i z i n g .  The re are too many 

s hysters among doctors , l awye rs , me rc h a nt s a nd off i ce ho l d e r s . Al l t h i s p a i nt s a d i re 
p i ct u re a nd you  may wel l ask "who t he he l l _ i s there that i s honest and trustworthy?_" The 

a nswer i s that the maj or i ty a r e  hon e st b as i ca l l y .  Many of  t h em a re forced by c_i r_cum
s t a nce s to  c heat  to  l i v e . Remove the cau s e a nd you have a re l i eved and hippy c1 t 1 zen , 
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c heats and bl ood s uckers . Our forefathers , by sw i ft a nd r uth l es s  J u st i ce ,  k ept  t h em _ , n  
c he ck  a n d s ubme rg e d . U n l e s s  we l oo k  out , ou r pres ent i nd i fferent to  these dangers w� l l  

a l l ow them to become too powerfu l to readi ly cop wi t h .  On t he othe� h and , t h e  ma s_s wi l l  
of  t h e p eop l e ca n n ot be d en i ed . Th e p robl em i s to awaken a�d d 1 rec\ the mas s  wi l l  and 
des i re of the peopl e . That i s where you  w i l l come i n .  Y o u , i n  t he _ A, r Corp s , a re th e 

f i ne s t of  Ame r i ca n  youth . You were se l ected that way becau s e  we bel i eve that the s�ccess 

of a new and powerfu l weapon l i ke the a i rpl ane demands i t .  You represent the generat i on . to 
come a nd  you r  d i f fe rence wi l l i nfl uence the nati on . I rei terate , your duty to  the nat i on 
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w i l l n ot e nd upon  compl et i on o f  yo u r  s e r v i c e - - i t  h a s on l y begun . Y o u r  wa r  s e r v i c e  p �obab lJ h a s be e n t h e g reate s t e d uc at i on you have a c q u i red to  date . You  have met and l i ved w1 �h a _ l ot of peop l e  from a l ot of sect i o ns of the  cou nt ry ,  you h a ve bee n  a b l e to l o? k obJ e�t , v e l y  n wa r ,  o n  a f fa i rs at home , and t o  obs erve the waste and destruct i on of t h i s confl i ct .  You a re real i z i n � the t remen�ous and unnece s s a ry p r i c e  we a re pay i ng beca u s e of t h � l � ck  of l e ad�rs h 1 p ,  a s s umpt i on of n a t i ona l respons i b i l i ty and the genera l compl ace nt . 1 nd 1 fferent atti tude tnward what goes on i n  the worl d .  Your fathers fouaht  i n  
v a i n - - a re you g o i n g  to? Or are you goi ng  back and be the k i nd of c i t i zen  who wi l l i nsu re 
that our country i s proper l y run wi t h i n i tse l f and proper ly cond ucted i n  i t s re l at i o n s h i p  
wi t h  others? 

Th e re i s on e more t ho u g h t  I wou l d l i k e t o l eave wi t h  you . I am confi dent that you 
a l l rea l i ze that the Ai r Force s h a v e be c ome the  d et e rmi n i n g  f a c t or  i n  o u r  war  effort . 
U nfortunat e l y  we h a ve  been  u n a b l e t o  a c h i eve the status  due us and the ri ght to  run ou r 
own show .  Ai r Powe r ,  as such ,  has not bee4n ach i eved yet and we a re merely  s crat ch i n g at 
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th i s wa r .  How much more economi cal  i t  woul d  be ! You have s een ,  he re , how a n a t i on  c a n 
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or n i ght , and ca n  s o d aze  t h em t h a t  t h e i r on l y t h o u g ht wi l l  be to h a ve t h e i n c e s s a nt 
poun d i ng s top . Th e plaint of othe r branches that t he actual s ei z i ng of  a count ry by l and 

i nvas i on i s necessary ,  i s a mere stubbornes s to admi t  obsol escence . You  c a n ,  wi th enoug h  
a i r powe r ,  bomb a cou nt ry f l at . You  c a n  de s t roy , i n  a few mi n utes , i nstal l at i on s that 
requi red years to bui l d . One bomb wi l l  s i nk a b i g  sh i p  wi th t h o us an d of peop l e a n d ton s  
o f  s u p p l i e6 abo a rd . Wag ed on  a g r a n d s ca l e  h ow  ca n  a nat i on ,  unabl e  to  mat ch s uch a i r  
power ,  stand u p  for l ong? The answer i s--they can ' t .  I a sk that you g i ve th i s m att e r some 
t hought , and  a s a f u t u re c i t i zen and taxpayer ,  cons i der careful l y how to cheaply and ef
fect i ve l y  secure our nati on . 
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George F .  Coen (99 B .G . ) 
2908 Aliso Drive N . E .  
!.l.buquerque NM 87110 

Dear Georg e :  

3 0  October 1986 

Many thanks for the copy of your 1 November 1986 newsletter. 
T�e newsletter m�ntions on pages  7 and 8 ,  a color photo 
t:iat appears in B-17 FORTRESS at WAR" by Rog er A .  Freeman . 
Perhaps I can provide a little more information . 
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Reunion Chairm•n 

Maurice K Mott 

6401 M11chell Rd SE 
Albuquerque. NM 87108 

Immediate Past President 
Joseph W Gawthrop 

702 Rol11ngwood Or 

Greensboro, NC 27410 

Chaplain 
Verner Stenback 

456 W County Rd J 
New Brighton. MN 551 1 2  

Past Presidents 

Ph1!1tp Luetke 1980 

W1ll1am A Haskins 1981 
James V Reardon 1 982-83 
Lynn M Borders !Deceased) 1 984 

Joseph W Gaw,h,op 1984 

The man on the hood of  the j eep i s  Joe Heimel of  the 483 
Bomb Group , not Junior Good.man. Heimel recalls " This photo 
was taken at the 99 Bomb Group while the 483rd was stationed 
there . Men who just happened to be there were asked to  cl�mb 
in the j eep , go out to  the plane and pose for thi s photo . 
At least 3 o f  the men in the pho to were from the 483 B .G . 
Joe  Heimel , Buck Morley and Ted Mallett were all members of 
Robert F. Johnston ' s  crew (816 Sq . ) . Morley was KIA at 
Memmingen 18 July 1944 , Mallett was wounde d  over :Ploe sti 
15 July 1944 and Reimel survive d a crash landing about a 
mile from our runway at Sterparone . Mallett was awarded the 
SILVER STAR. 

Sincerely , 

c=�� 
� /  

Jacob L .  Grimm 

:PS :  Five members of  my crew returned to  the site of our 
crash landing in Hungary. We were the guests of  the government 
of Hungary and the people of  the village of  Kiskunmaj sa .  It 
was a moment in my life that will never be surpasse d .  We 
planted  tre es  in a park for each crew member and each of  us 
was presented a piece of B-17 44-6199 mounted on a wooden 
plaque .  

Before returning home we plac e d  a floral wreath at the 
monument in the American Kilitary Cemetery in Budapest .  
The terraced  lawn once contained the remains of about 2�0 
15th A . F .  men . All those  buried here were returned to tne 
states  about 1947. 

" Old-timers complain that writers s ay they want his torical fact s .  
They tell the writers a true st ory, but the s:bory it can ' t hardl.y be re cog
nized as be ing what was told when the book is finishe d . "  

'l'he Earp Brothers o f  Tombstone , by Frank Waters , Bison Books 

The s�ooth de ceitful men who have 
mis interpreted history and made the muddles  are rare ly require d to go down 
into the arena and throw and re ceive the javelins . 

Your Editor has received a l ovely book as a Christmas gift. AIRPLANES 
OF THE S ECOND WORLD WAR , by Carlo Demand, is technically correct. It i s  
a Dover Coloring Book , and my children knew me well enough to include a 
new set of crayons with it. And ,  yes , the Me l 0 9  has a yellow nose . geo. 

We have just received our copy of Hans-Hei r i ' s  STRANGER I N  A STRANGE LAND, PUBLISHED BY Squadron/Signal , 1 1 15 Crowley Dr. , Carrollton TX 7 5 0 1 1 -5 0 1 0 , 8 0  pages, $ 8 , 9 5 
We are happy to recommend it without reservation. our fr iend Hans- Heiri has done a monumental amount of historical research in a new field , since thesubject is the Luftwaffe ' s  use of American aircraft. The photograhs areoutstanding , the commentary is f i rst- rate , and Hans-Hei ri knows his subject . Write some more, Hans ! 

Hans says that the bogey B-17s reported in North Africa were merely stragglers looking for company, and that the Germans never flew their B-1 7 s  in our formations. Se< P"Je S 3  

QUO T E S  

One of the finest war books is FREE AS A RUNNING FOX by T. O . Calnan . 
This book was written by the author for his child ren , and not origi nally 

intended for publication . It  is our hope that all of you gents will similarly 
write out a few lines for your descendants and send us a �opy. We even 
have a Fifty File , a file to be held for Fifty years before publication. 

We especially solicit those stories which would have been no news to the 
enemy , but which we were sworn never to reveal to the taxpayers . geo. 

THE RAIDERS , Desert Strike Force 

For the next four days the attackers held a position by the western 
edge of the oasis , where they shelled the fort and were bombarded themselves 
in turn. Between the bursts of action, the Arabs crawled among the weapons 
pits selling eggsand chickens. p. 1 3 3  

� 
Your Editor has pursued the research back to the time when parachutes 

were not issued to pilots because it was felt that the pilot mi ght be tempted 
to bail out - when it was felt that he should go down with the ship in good 
naval tradition. Consequently , we feel that stories of the waffle-tailed 
base-bashers do indeed have a place in the hi story of warfare, as witness 
the following. gfc 

WEAPONS AND HOPE, by Freeman Dyson 
If  the tendency of designers to improve and embellish is not 

heldin check, prec ision guided munitions may become one more item in  
the long list of techni cal fol l ies whi ch enthusiasti c  eng ineers have 
inflicted on sold iersthroughout the long history of warfare. 

The fi rst technical fol l y  which I encountered in my career 
asa military expert was system called AGLT,  automati c  gun-laying turrets. 

This was in  1944. The Brit i sh Bomber Command, suffering heavy losses 
innight operations over Germany, had appealed for help to the eng i neers 
in our weaponsresearch establishments. We knew that the main cause 
of bomber losses wasthe German n i ght fighters. We knew that the maj ority 
of bombers wereshot down in  Purpsise attacks before the gunners i n  the 
bomber ' s  gun turrets had a chance to see the fi ghter. Our research 

eng ineers came up with a magnifi cent techn i cal solution to this problem. 
AGLT was a gun turret comb i ned w ith a high-performance search-and-track 

radar and a gyroscopic gun sight whi ch automati cally compensated for 
the motion of the aircraft . The radar could detect and track a fighter 
well beyond visuual range . The i nformation from the radar was fed through 
the gunsight to a servosystem which aimed the turret and the guns. 
All the gunner had to do was wait unt i l  the fighter came to an appropriate 
distance , still  beyond visual range , and then pull the tr i gger. The 
system was i nstalled in a bomber and tested against pilotless drone 
targets i n  trialsover England . It  worked br i l liantly. Drones ventur ing 
within hal f  ami le of the bomber were shot down more reliably by the 
AGLT at n i ght than by the gunner using his eyes to aim the guns in  daylight. 

The problem of the German n i ght fighters was solved. The Ministry 
of A i r c raft P roduction launched a c rash program with the highest priority ,  
to mass- produce AGLT and install it in the operational squadrons of 
Bomber Command. As a result of heroic efforts, the modified bombers 
were comi ngoff the production l ines in 1944, and were beginning to appear 
in the squadrons , when I was called in to help prepare plans for the i r  
operational use . 
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the motion of the aircraft . The radar could detect and track a fighter 
well beyond visuual range . The i nformation from the radar was fed through 
the gunsight to a servosystem which aimed the turret and the guns. 
All the gunner had to do was wait unt i l  the fighter came to an appropriate 
distance , still  beyond visual range , and then pull the tr i gger. The 
system was i nstalled in a bomber and tested against pilotless drone 
targets i n  trialsover England . It  worked br i l liantly. Drones ventur ing 
within hal f  ami le of the bomber were shot down more reliably by the 
AGLT at n i ght than by the gunner using his eyes to aim the guns in  daylight. 

The problem of the German n i ght fighters was solved. The Ministry 
of A i r c raft P roduction launched a c rash program with the highest priority ,  
to mass- produce AGLT and install it in the operational squadrons of 
Bomber Command. As a result of heroic efforts, the modified bombers 
were comi ngoff the production l ines in 1944, and were beginning to appear 
in the squadrons , when I was called in to help prepare plans for the i r  
operational use . 



-SO- AGLT had one little  snag. Bef ore i t  could be used on op erati ons, 
the whol e of Bomber Command had to be equipped with an IFF system ( Identification 
Fri end or Foe ), which would s top the AGLT bombe rs f rom sho oting d own 
other bombe rswhich happ ened to come within range. Bomber s already carri ed 
a radio IFF system which wa s supp os ed to stop f ri endly antiaircraf t 
gunner s on the gr ound f rom shooting at  them, but we had l earned by bi tter 

experience that the radi o IFF was only abou t  90 p e rc ent eff ective. Fr om 
my knowl edg e of the d ensiti es of bomber s treams and the f requ ency of 
interceptions du ring op erations over Germany, I calculated that on the 

average, if AGLT was all owed to fire blind withou ei ther vi sual or IFF 
identification of the targe t, we would shoot d own f ou r  hund red times 
as manybomber s a s  figh ter s. If the existing 90 p e rcent effective IFF 
was used f or identificati on, we would still sho ot d own forty bomber s 
f or each fighter. When this  difficul ty was under s to od, the Minis try 
of Aircraft P roducti on launched a s econd crash p rog ram, to p roduce and 
install in the bombe rs a brand-new IFF system using coded inf ra red transmitters 
and reecaiver s. The p e rf ormance of the new IFF was disappointing; it 
tu rned out to  be only abou t  95 p ercent effective und e r  operati onal conditions. 

That meant that if we r elied on it, we would still shoot d own twenty 
bombe rs f or each fight er. Frantic effor ts were made to imp rove the 
IFF and th e  training of the crews who had to operat e it. But the highe st 
performance that was ever  achieved fell short  of 99  p ercent  r eliability. 

If the IFF could have been made 99 p ercent reliable over the whole 
bomber force, AGLT ai r craft using it f or identification would have destr oyed 
only f our bomber s for  each figh ter. 

A t  that point, Bomber Command gave up the s truggl e. It was 
cl ear that AGLT could never be used a s  i t  was int ended to be used, to  
des troy figh t ers at  long range. Gunners using AGLT could not be  p ermitted 
to open fi r ewithout fir s t  s ee ing the target and counting i t s  engine s. 

Af te� --the - buge effort s  that had been exp ended in d e signing, p roducing, 

and deploying it, AGLT was only slightly be tter than a conventi onal 
gun sight.J n the official B ri tish history of the s t rategic ai r off ensive, 

the AGLT fia sco is  conceal ed in a bri ef and inconspicuous  footncfe : " A  

new andr emarkabl e d evice, the Automatic Gun-Laying Turret, known to 

Bomber Command a s  Villag e Inn, was under development. It automatically 
siighted and firedat enemy ai rcraft, but by the time of the German sur r ender 

it had been us ed on such a limited scale a s  t o make no diff erence." p. 58 
Q 

This  remind s  your editor of a s to ry told by a news rep orte r. 
I t  s e ems that s ome s or t of p re ss  conf erence was s ch eduled a t  Blythville. 

and in ord er to conceal th e  new B-32 s which we r e  e nr oute to the scrap 
heap, the AF is  said to have laid on copious  quanti ti es of f ood and 
drink . We regr et that liquor g et s  into all thes e s to ries . g eo. 

In the ( Bri tish ) Operational Re s ea rch S ecti on, tho se of us  who 
studied the causes of bomber lo ss e s though t we had a p romising id ea f or 

reducing the lo ss es. We wanted to  rip the two gun tur r ets wi:h all the 
associated machineryand ammunition ou t  of the bombe r s and reauce the 
crew from s ev en to five. The evidence that l oss  rate did not decrease 
with experience confirmed ou r belief that gunne rs were of little use 
in def ending bombe rs �. night. The basic t r oUble with the bomber s was 
that they were too slow and to o  heavily loaded .  The gun tu rrets . were 

heavy and aer odynami cally awkward. W e e s�imated that � �omber wi:h th e 
turr ets ripped outand the hol e s covered w i th smooth fair i ngs woula fly 
fifty mile s an hour faster and be much mo re maneuve rable. Bo�ber losse s 
vari ed dramatically f rom night t o night .  W e knew that the ma i n  cause 
of the variation was the succe ss  or failure of the Ge rman figh ter controlle: 
in directing thefighter s into the bomber s tr eam bef ore it r eached t�e 
ta rget. An  extra fifty  mile s an hour might have made an enormous d iff erenci 

At the ve ry least, we u rged, the Command could t ry the experiment of 
ripping th e tur rets out of a f ew squadrons. They would then s o on s e e  

whether the gunle ss  Lancas ter s were shot  d own mor e or le ss  than the 

other s. P rivat�ly, I had another reason f or wanting tc rip out the -ti/ tur r ets. Even if the change did not r esult in saving a single bombe r i t  would at  l east sa!e the lives of the gunner s. 
' 

. All our adv i ce to th e  commander in chief was transmitted t o h i m through �ure�ucratic channel s. The p r oce ss of filtering throuah a ��r eaucra t i c  h i erarchy eliminated our sharp er c riticisms and ou r Jrnore 

��� i �al �ugge stions. As a rul e the commander in chi ef was told onl; ings t at the commander in chief wanted to  hea r . I still r b 
�he

r-
�hock Ifelt the first  time I saw our bueaucracy  in acti on�

me

�e :;eant a��i e  A sple�, a ha�dso�e gi rl whos e beauty  even the shap el e ss  WAAF unif orm coula not d i sgu i s e  came into the office wi th a bomb plot  of a recent attack on Frankfu r t. A s  usual, the impact  p oints deduced f rom f �a sh pho tographs were pl otted on a map of the cit y  with a thr ee-mil e ci r cl e d rawn a:ound . the aiming p oint. The plot was suppos ed to go to  
ihe c�mmand e r  in  �h i ef tog ether with our analysis  of  the raid. ou r experts  

���:uliluml y  at  i t  �or �,
f ew sec�nds and then gave it back to the sergeant. 

. Y f ew bom�s i n � i ae the c i rcl e, "  s omeone said. " You ' d  better chang e thatt o a f ive-mile ci r cle bef ore i t  g·oes i' n " Afte r  th ' I w t · · i s exper i ence as no s�rp r i sed to l ea rn that our bureaucracy t o ok a dim view of 
our . suggest i on tha t . b�rnbe r s migh t survive bette r  without gun tu r r et s . 

t
Th�s was not the k i na of sugges tion that the command er in chief liked 
0 �� r, and �he:ef ore our bu reaucracy did not lik e i t  either . To push the i aea of r ipp ing out gun tu r rets, against the official mythology 

�f the gal �a�t gu�nerd ef ending hi s  crewmates, and against the massive ur�a�crat i c i ner t ia of the Command, would have involved us  in a ma ' or p ol i t i cal ba ttl e . Perhap s i �  was a battle we could not have hop edJ t o win .  In any case, our super i o rs in the hierarchy had no s tomach f o r  such . battles  . . The gun tur r e t s  remained in the bombers, and the gunners cont inued to  d i eus el es sly  until the end of the wa r. 

b 
I s hared an office a t  Command headquarters with a half-Iri sh oy of my �wn age ca11

7d Mike O ' Loughlin. He had be en a soldier in the a rmy, a evelope� ep ilep sy, and was given a medical discha rge. He knew le s� mathema t i c s  than I did but more about th e r eal world. Wh en 
�e l ookea about us�t �he brutalities and s tupiditi e s of the Command, · I got depr e ss ed ana Mike got angry. Anger is  cr eative · d ep re ssion is  usel ess . 

One of the things Mike was angry about was escap e hatches. 
Eve ry bomber had a hatch door i' n the floor 

· h thr ough wh i ch t e crew was 

suppos ed to j ump when cap tain gave the orde r  to bail out. The official 
propaganda gave the cr ews the imp r essi on that they had an excellent 
chance of escapingby parachut e if thei r plane should be s o unlucky a s  
to be shot  d own . Th ey we r e  generally more wo r ri ed about being lynch ed 
bf infuriat ed German civilians than abo ut being trapped in a bi rning 
a i rcraft.In . fact, l ynching by civilians nev er happ ened, and only a small 
numbe r  of a i rmenwere shot by the Gestap o after being cap tured. A fa r 

larger n�mber diedbecaus e  they we r e  inadequately  p r epared f or the j ob 
of sque ez i ng th rough a small hole  with a bulky flying suit and parachute 

har ness, in the dark, in a hu r ry, in an airplane rapidly going out 
of _ cont:ol . T�e �echa�ics of bailing ou t  was anoth e r  tabo o  subj ect  
wh i ch r ight-th ink i ng a i rmen we r e  not  encouraged to  di scuss. The actual 
f raction of survivorsamong the crews of shot-down planes was a s ecret 
kep t  fr?m th e  squadr ?ns even mor e s trictly than the odds against thei r 

completing an op erat i onal tou r . If the boys had f ound out how small 
was th� f racti onwho succe ed ed in bailing out after being hit, s ome of 
them m igh t have been temp ted to  j ump too s oon. 

Mik e was no r esp ecter of official taboos. He managed t o coll ect  
f �i r � y  co�pl e te informa�ion concerning the numbers of crewmen, f rom 
m i s s i ng a i rcraft of var i ous  typ es, who turned up a s  p risoners of wa r . 

The numbers  that he f ound we r e  s ta rtling. From American bombers shot 
d own �n . dayl �ght, about fiftf p ercent escap es .  Fr om the olde r  types 
of Br i t i sh night bomber, Hal ifax and S tirling, abou t  twenty-five perc ent. 

From Lancaster s, about fift e en p ercent. Th e  Lancas t er was our newe s t  
bomberand in every other re spect superior to the Halifax and Sti rling. 
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The older bombers were being phased out and the squadrons were being 

rapidly convertedto Lancasters. Mike was the only person in the ent ire 

command who worried about what th i s  would do to the boys who were shot 
down. 

It was easy to argue that the d ifference in the e scape rate 
between Amer ican bombers and Hal ifaxes and St irl ings was attr ibutable 

to thedifference s in c ircumstance s between day and n ight bombing. The 
Amer icans amy have hadmore warn ing before they were h it and more t i me 
to organ i ze the ir departure . It was obviously easier to f ind the way 
out by dayl ight than in the dark. No such excuse s could account for 
the d ifferences between Hal ifaxe s and Lanca sters .  Mike d i scovered quickly 
an explanat ion for the low e scape rate from Lanca sters. The Lancaster 
hatch was in var ious ways  more awkward and harder to squee ze through . 

The awkwardness probably cost the l ives of several thousand boys .  
Mike spent two years in a lonely struggle to force the Command 

to mod ify the Lancaster hatch. Ult imately he failed. It was an unequal 
battle of w ill power aga inst bueaucracy, one epilept ic boy confront ing 
the entrenched inert ia of the mil itary e stabl i shment . Mike ' s  progre ss 
was madden ingly slow, After he had collected the informat ion on e scape 
rates, it took many month s before the Command would off ic ially admit 
that a problem ex i sted. After the problem had been off ic ially recogn i zed, 
it took many month s to persuade the compan i e s  who built the Lancaster 
that they ought to do someth ing about it . After the compan ies started 
to work on the problem, it took many months before a new hatch was de signed. 

A prototype of the mod if ied hatch ult imately arr ived at our office, 
but the war ended before it could be put into prod uct ion, When the 
total casualty f igure s for Bomber Command were added up at the end of 
the war, the results were a s  f ollows : K illed on operat ions, 47, 130 . 
Bailed out and surv ived, 12, 790, including 138 who d ied as pr i soners 
of war. E scape rate, 21. 3  percent. I always bel ieved that we could 

have come close to the American e scape rate of f ifty percent if our 
' " commanders had been ser iously  concerned about the problem. p .  2 6  

from DISTURBING THE UNIVERSE, by Freeman Dyson 

from YEAGER, by Yeager & Janos 

General Wilson had one pol icy that could have been borrowed 
from one of those ant i-war comed ies. All of the a irplane s due for ma intenance 
in my wing were on a ta i l  number schedule. That meant that I had to 
pred ict onemonth in advance, and in the middle of a damned war, exact ly 
when a part icular a ir plane would be need ing maintenance. If an a irplane 
was shot up or shotdown, the schedule went to he l l. General W ilson would 
park h i s  staff carat the tax i str i p  and read off the tail numbers of 
a irplanes parad ing past h i m  from a master l i st. If f ighter 397 fa iled 
to show up at the prec i se t ime and date when I sa id it would, he wanted 
to know why. Man, he was dr iv ing me nut s .  I couldn ' t  schedule an a irplane 
to get shot down . Maybe 397 was h it by a SAM three days before, and that ' s  
why 399 was tax i ing out instead . 

Finally, in desperat ion, I got together with another colonel 
named Ern ie Wh ite, who ran the ma intenance for my wing, and we dev i sed 
a plaan to beat Wilson ' s  system. By God, if he expected to see 397 leave 
our maintenance hangar exactly when we said it would, then we would g ive 
the genera·l what he wanted. Before an a irplane left the ma intenance 
hangar, we repa inted the tail number to conform to the general ' s  master 
l i st. That way, 397, wh ich may have been blasted out of the sky a week 
earl ier, came sa il ing past the general ' s  sedan and was checked off . 
General W il son never d id catch on and later gave me one of the best effect ivenes 

report s I ever rece ived . I' m sure the records never d id get stra ightened 
out, but I got out of there w ith a whole sk in. p .  293 

Speaking of the records, th i s  rem inds me of my situat ion a s  
I approached that mag ic 50-mi ssion mark in September, 1943. I had flown 
a mi ssion to Sc iacca, probably in Shanker Al i, replac ing Strasberg while 
he was in the hospital. Somehow, I fa iled to get credit for the mi ssion, 
but that d id not d i sturb me a bit. I then made plans to spend some t ime 
in lovely Tun i sia after I had completed f ifty, at which t ime I would 
only have forty-n ine showing on the books. I expected to have acquired 
a small harem by the t i me HQ caught on, and by then I could expect to 
be a mattress-cover k ing . But that rascally  Sam Dunn upset all of my 
plans by f l y ing a mi ssion to Benevento and putting down my name on the 
log. To compound the inj ury, Terr ible Terry Barton plied me with � iquor 
and got me into a plane headed for the Zone of the Inter ior. War i s  
Heck. So much for the records !  george 

Foreword to STRANGERS IN A STRANGE LAND, by Hans-He i r i  Stapfer 
During the Second World War over 11, 000 Amer ican a ircraft were 

posted mi ssing in action over Europe � While the major ity of these were 
dre stroyed, a small  number were captured and flown by the LUFTWAFFE . 
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During the forty-two years since the end of World War I I  many rumors, myth s 
and c la ims have ar i sen concern ing Germany ' s  use of these captured a ircraft. 
While a number of books have been written on the subj ect, a touch of mystery 
st ill ex i st s .  The purpose of th i s  book i s  d i spe l ( sic)  some of the mystery, 
replac ing rumors, myths and cla ims with facts. 

After more than ten years of extensive re search, I have concluded 
that the LUFTWAFFE never operated captured a ircraft with fal se mark ings 
in combat. Despite rumors to the contrary, it i s  unl ikely that German 
piloted P-51 Mustangs or P-47 Thunderbolts ever engaged American flown 
a ircraft. The only documented inc ident of an enemy operated American f ighter 
de stroy ing an Amer ican bomber occurred during the summer of 1943, when 
a captured P -3 8  Lightn ing, flown by a Regia Aeronaut ica pilot, shot down 
a B- 1 7 . The P-3 8 was, however, in ful l  Reg ia Aeronaut ica insign ia and 
mark i ngs at the t i me of the inc ident. 

The LUFTWAFFE, l ike al l a ir forces, thoroughly tested captured 
enemy a ircraft . After init ial test ing, a number were allocated to tra in ing 
un its in the Re ich. These un it s evaluated each a ircraft, using them to 
deve lop new tact ic s, and tra in LUFTWAFFE f ighter p i lots in the most succesful 
meth iods of combat ing each type . Some units, however, used captured a ircraft 
for intell igence mi ssions, such a s  dropping agent s behind Al l ied l ine s. 

There rema in many unanswered quest ions that may never be re solved, 
since many h i stor ical document s were destroyed dur ing the War or have become 
l�st �ver the years. I would be very interested in hear ing from anyone 
with informat ion on Amer ican a ircraft in Germany, and LUFTWAFFE operat ion 
of captured All ied a ircraft. 

Han s-He ir i Stapfer, Horgen, Switzerland, 198 8. 

Dear Hans-He ir i ;  
Our compl i ments on your research and your book. 

i t l  
We recommend 

The story of Lt . Rossi ' s  exploit s in a captured P-3 8 are found 
in Mart in Ca idin ' s  FLYING FORTS, page 31 8 .  I was pleasantly surpr i sed 
to read th i s  story, forI had never expected it to see print. geo. 

Come s now the story told by John Henry. John says  that on a mi ssion 
in 1944 a single B-17 slowly closed upon the format ion of the 99th and joined 
the Group. The plane showed no insign ia .  The plane ' s  number was radioed 
to HQ and the answer came back "that plane was lo st a year and a half ago . "  

The entire squadron opened u p  on the B-17, wh ich left the formation tra il ing 
smoke. Another mystery !  
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from LET FREEDOM COME , by Bas i l  Dav i dson. 

th . i · 
_ on  1 May 19�5 the pol ice  f ired on demonstrators , k il l i ng ree in lgiersand one i n  Oran . 8 May , mark i ng A l l ied  v i c tory i n  Europe , brou ght matters to a head. Wh i l e  great crowds o f  A lger ians chanted slooans such � �  T.ONG LIVE TNDEPF.NDENT ALGERIA pol i c e  opened f ire a t  Guelm a n d  S et i f. Ther� was w i despread d isorder ; a n d  o n  1 0  May General D�val undert�ok a maJ or repress ion. Thousands were arrested ; many were killed . Offic�lly , 103 Europeans lost the ir l ives and 1 , 500 Alger ians. But the Ar�y itself  put the to tal o f  Algerians k ille d  at  8 , 000 , wh ile the PPA cla imed that the total was 45 , 000. The true f i gure was certa i nly very large . p . 247 

Church i l l  wanted the Amer i can a ircra f t  factor i es to abandon the Fl � i �g Fortress , wh i ch carr ied  only two tons o f  bombs , i n  favor o f  the Br 1 t 1sh Lancaster bomber , wh i ch could carry e i gh t  or n i ne tons. He wanted the �.s . E i gh�h . A ir For�e t� convert from B-17s to Lancasters , and to abandon day light ��e c 1s 1 0� �omb� ng i� �avor . o f  ind iscr im i nate  area bombing at n i gh t. 
�nd h� d 1 a  no� l im i t  h is o p 1 n 1ons 1 n  the matter to h is correspondence with his own aides. He began tel l i ng Pres i dent Roosevelt  how he fel t ,  and he came so close to forec los i ng the Amer i can dayl i ght bombing effort 

�hat only an impass ioned argument by General Eaker at the Casablanca conference in January , 1943 saved i t. p.6 2 ,  IRON EAGLE , by 
Thomas M. Co f f ey .  

R E U N I O N S 
May , 19 8 8 , Galaxy Tours v is i t  to Poltava , USSR . 

Mark Burton , P.O.Box 234 , Wayne ,  PA 190 86 , Ph . 800/5 23-72 87 
i n  PA cal l 215/2 54-6600 

19 May , 19 8 8  Denver C O ,  A F  Escape and Evas ion Soc iety 
AFEES. 2 210  Donegal Ct . ,  Deer Park TX 77536 

Ph. 713/479-559 8  
26 May 198 8  Amer i can Former POWs , S talag XVII-B ,  Omaha NE , 

Hubert M. Davis , P.O . Box 3 2 54-ESS , Tuscaloosa AL 35404 
Phone 205/551-3 83 2 

2 Jun 1 988 99th BOMB GROUP FORT LAUDERDALE , FLORIDA 
Jul i us Horowitz , 3507 Oaks Way #91 1 ,  Pompano Beach , FL 3 3069 

Ph . 305/97 3-1677 
22 Jun 19 8 8  7th BG Salt Lake C i ty UT 

S i d  B irdsley , 1372 S. Ma i n  St . ,  Salt Lake C i ty UT 84115-5336 
Ph . 801/582-9772 

24 Jun 1 988 NW Chapter 99BGHS , Vancouver WA 
Pete Boggs , E . 250 Woodland Dr. , Shelton WA 206/426-4371 

5sep 198 8  19BG A ssn. , St. Lou is M O  
James A. Kiracofe , 274 Q u i n n  Rd . ,  West Alexandr ia OH 45381 

5 13/ 839-4441 
8 Sep 198 8  Sw iss Internees As sn . , Dayton OH 

W i ll iam Aeschbacher , 1000 Champagne Dr., M ar ion OH 433 02 
ph . 614/389-3577 

12  Oct 198 8  8AFHS , Des Mo i nes IA 
P . O.Box 3 5 56 , Hollywood FL 33083 

l lmay 1989 Bombard iers , I nc . , Dayton OH 
E.C . Humphr i es ,  Star Rt . #1 , Box 2 54 ,  Eagle Harbor MI 

Sep 1 9 89 1 5AFA, Fort Worth TX 
P . O . Box 6325 , March AF Bas e ,  CA 9 2 5 1 8  

1 989 99th Bomb Group , McAllen TX 
Jeff Waguespack , 1423 Tuli p  Ave . ,  McAllen TX 78504 

I 

* 
APPLICATION FOR l':!�M13ERSHIP 

- 5 5 - ... - ss-.. 

1981-1987 NEWSLET'rERS, $5 per year . 
1988 DUES $15 

81_82 __ 83_84_85_86_87_-To-1r
...,.
A-L __ 

w.1i1E ------------------ ______ __ SQUADRON __ _ o r  ASS OC . 

ADDREss __________________ NEW __ TIENE'iv'AL __ _ 

clI'Y S'rATE ZI p PlIONE �--------------- ---- ---- ------------
•::· fr * * {; .. �. •::· {!· {(" ii- �- * ·,.· ·� ·:c ·:r ·:r 1:- 1, • .. �· w -.. -., 

Eail to Walter Butler - 8608 3ellehaven Place NE -::- Albuquerque NM 87112 
i:· ake payable to 99BGHS . Your addre ss  labe l  shows the date to which you 
are paid  uu . 

$ � $ 
. $ 

;i'Je do not s top the subs riptions o f  deceased members ; in fact "ifal ter @fi8&ie��? sub s cript ion for an extra year .  But we do ne ed  any Changes 

TA P S  
CUSTARD, IVAN We have rece ived word that our neighbor , Ivan , 
d i d  not recover from h is recent illness. He d ied  i n  an  Albuquerque 
hospi tal . Mrs . Custard also d i ed about one year ago . George Coen 
RODGERS , B.C. 

to Maj . Gen . Fay R .  Upthegrove ; Your Chr istmas card 
came to our P.O.Box . I suppose that B.C. Rodgers had prev iously had 
th is box . . .  I am sorry to i nform you that B . C. passed away in late 
1986. Shag , as most of us knew h im by n i ck-name d i e d  w i th bra i n  tumors. 

He was a f i ne man and I had known h im all my l i f e . I thought 
you would want to know. s incerely 
Herman Hornbuckle , P . O . BOX 343 Omega GA 31775 

I 
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831  
8 32 
8 3 3  
834 
8 3 '5  

836 
8 3 7  
8 3 8  
8 3 9  

711 Indian Trails #C 
461 Herr Ave . 

Carmel IN 46032 
Millersvi l l e  PA 1 7551 
Marion IA 52 302 480 5th Ave. 

F O U N D  
Will i am Redding 1 8 3  Clearview Dr. Midlothian TX 
Brewster c .  Adams 360 Royal P ine Dr. , Arden NC 
Richard J. McComb 5 Chinkapin Circle SMW Homosas s a  FL 
Gordon L. Fletcher P.O.Box 2 McColl SC 
C. C. Chapman 3 947 Greys tone Court E .  S tone Mountain GA 
Louis A. Rizzutto 1817 War riors Road Pit tsburgh PA 
V . J.Hermansen 2102 E. Trinity St., Victoria TX 
Lester D ,  Parsons 981 NE 2 7 th Ave. Pompano Beach FL 
Dwight G. Reigert 1107 w .  7 th S t .  Spencer IA 
Neil E .  Torsell 205 Linden S t. SE  S leepy Eye MN 

28704 
32646 
29570 
30083 
15205 
77901 
3 3062 
51301  
5608 5 

347 
346 
348 
348 
416 

347 
346 
HQ 

.... 




