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THE PRE SIDENT'S MESSAGE 

GREETINGS: 

I wonder how many of us permit our thoughts go back to some of those incredible days when 
things were somewhat rougher than any one of us would care to admit. The thought that 
comes to me right at this moment is one Mission we took to an Air Drome located at the 
southern edge of Munich. A target with the incredible name of Oberpfoffenhofen. At the 
briefing we were told we could expect the flak to be intense and very accurate and fighters 
could be expected to number around 200 and that they could be expected to be aggressive. It 
was further revealed that a group of '24s had gone in a week or so before and had lost 
about half their bombers. In any event when I briefed the other gunners and a stray phot
ographer about the mission, it was rough enough that the photographer cancellecl,-leaving 
his cameras for us to man if we could. It turned out that the flak was indeed, very in
tense and very accurate but we were never attacked by fighters. Our escort was excellant. 
We took a hit in one of our oxygen tanks and the system began to exhaust itself. I was 
able to save 4 walk around bottles as were others in the crew. I was a little put out when 
the engineer came back through collecting these bottles but it made good sense that our 
Pilots needed it far worse than we did. As I recall we were out of oxygen at around 20,000 
feet and had to cross those Alps before we could get into denser air. I don't believe I 
ever in my life have had a headache to match the one I had when we got back. The 15th Air 
Force lost 6 heavy bombers on this particular mission. The 99th lost none. Captain Karnes 
was our Pilot on this one. This one just to perk up our memories. 
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In.communications with both Julius Horowitz and Al Schroeder the Ft. Lauderdale Reunion is 
going very well and we can expect it to be near perfect. They have enlisted lv found 
99 tl , L p TT 

a new 
1 rnemoer, es arsons. v.e can only say that we are most pleased to have L 'th us 

d th · t · h 1 . 
es wi 

an is a a time w en ns services are so greatly helpful We must get O ti'ons . . . . • ur reserva 
in now because time is certainly getting short We'll be looking forward to · at . • seeing you 
Pier 66, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida! 

Dear George, 

The Best to You All; 

' ' 

i 1�( ,_;....,...,� 
/ 

By now you must figure I really retired ---maybe into the swamp, 
and turned out to be unintentional gator bait! Nothing quite so ex
otic to report. We did move (note change of address---the post of
fice is showing signsof pique and runr:iing low on "please notify cor
respondent�" stickers) up the road a piece as we Texaflorians say, but 
no excuse is really adequate. The pen is slippery and the typewriter 
only sort of temporarily missplaced in the shuffle; so what's new for 
a procrastinator with world class credentials? 

Fact is, until now I've really had little to report that seemed 
worthy, but I�m sure that what follows will be of interest to you all, 
Julie Horowitz has picked a super hotel for the June reunion� I'm en
closing a post card featuring the Phillips 66, its famous top floor 
bar revo�ing very slowly, and some of the surroundings before its re
cent renovation. The courtyard, interconnected swimming pools, lanai, 
and motel additions now continue fully around, lining the canal behind 
the hotel up to the tennis courts, and the effect is as beautiful as 
it is convenient. An opposite direction oblique would show an equal 
view of its prime location directly on the sea wall to Port Everglades, 
a leading cruise ship terminal as well as center of South Florida's 
fascinating and constant boating activities� 

Along with Les Parsons, a newly found 99er from Pompano Beach, and 
a great addition to Julie's help, and our wives, we recently had lunch, 
met the hotel convention honchos, and toured the meeting rooms, a super 
hospitality room set-up and guest rooms in the low rise section. I was 
most favorably impressed (can you tell?) with every aspect of the facil
ity, the co-operation of hotel staff, and Julie's arrangements to date. 
I expect some people may be concerned at the slightly higher rates, but 
must point out that this is truly an exceptional place in surroundings 
that far surpass the usual in every way. 

The other recreational possibilities for anyone extending his 
trip are almost endless: the day and evening cruises on the waterways, 
(one is a planned extra) beaches, fishing, golfing and tennis, and for 
many driving down, Disney World, the Kennedy Space Center enroute, or 
the Florida Keys and Everglades National Park as worthwhile extensions 
to the south. It should be an extraordinary �xperience for everyone 
who comes to the 1988 bash. And the Chamber of Commerce doesn't even 
know I existt 

Enough! It probably isn't possible to reproduce the pictures on 
the cards for the newsletter. Or is it? Only color would really do 
them justice, and the water really is that blue. You can check it from 
that s-1-o-w-l-y moving bar. I'd recommend it just at sunset so you 
can watch the lights come on. Maybe some of my verbiage will help to 
convince some of the gang to make the south Florida-Lauderdale-99er 
scene a must this yeari We will have a ball� 

The Season's greetings to you and yours, however belated, and the 
best of lots more New Years, 
550 s. Ocean Blvd.#1801 
Boca Raton, FL, 33432 
29 December 1987 

Sincerely, // 

d/ .�h�c�//-

l 
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99TH BGHS REGISTRATION FORM: 

SQUADRON Member 's Name -----------·--�----------
Address ---------- -----·---------------
City _____________________________ State ___ � ____ Zip _____ _ 
Telephone Number ------------------------------------------
Name of Spouse or Guest ------------------------------------
Member Registration Fee 
Spouse or Guest Registration Fee 

After· 
May 1 

Friday June 3- Luncheon (optional) 

-Before 
May 1 

Members & Guests (each) $15.00 $13.50 
Friday June 3- Jungle Queen Cop�ional) 

$ 

Members & Guests (each) $20.00 $18.00 $ _________ _ 
Saturday June 4- Banquet (optional) 

Members & Guests (each) $25.00 $22.50 

Meal prices include gratuities. 

Please indicate whether you will have an 
automobile during your stay. 

TOTAL $ 

$ 

YES 

Make checks payable to 99th Bomb Group Historical 

NO 

Society. Please send registration and appropriate fees to: 

Jules Horowitz 
3507 Oaks Way r Apt 911 

Pompano Beach, Fl. 33069 
Tel # (305) 973-1677 

22 BOMB GROUP 

�y� � EY� IN FT. LAUDERDALE 
THURSDAY JUNE 2 SUNDAY JUNE 5i 12§§ 

RESERVATIONS: Airlines/Hotel SPECIAL AIRFARES 
EASTERN AIRLINES call 1-800-468-7022 ask for file 
EZ6P56 99BG Valid dates May 31-June 10. 
CONTINENTAL AIRLINES call 1-800-468-7022 ask for file 
EZ6P56 998G Valid dates May 31 June 10. 
AMERICAN AIRLINES call 1-800�433-1790 ask for Star 
file 82305 99BG Valid dates May 31 June 

1 
'"'! ..... 



El�B 66 HOTEL & MARINA 

Room Reservation Form 
(Please complete and mail with your deposit) 

Name(s) ___________________________________ SQN# ______________ _ 

Arrival Date _________________ Departure Date _________________ _ 

Address __________________________________ # Ir1 Party ________ _ 

Phone _________________ Credit Card # ________________________ _ 

Type of room desired� Lanai _________ Tower ______ _ _ 

Room Rate: $60.00 per room 
Plus applicable taxes 

Check-in 3:00pm Check-out 11:00am 
For arrival after 6:00pm, a deposit or guarantee is required. 

Call toll-free: 1-800-327-3796 (U.S.) 1-800-432-1956 (Florida) 
Local: (305) 525-6666 

Reservations must be made by May 1, 1988. All reservations 
after this date will be on a space available basis. 

MAIL RESERVATIONS TO: Pier 66 Hotel & Marina 
2301 S.E. 17th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 3331 6 

WRITE FOR FT. LAUDERDALE VISITOR INFORMATION TO ENHANCE 
YOUR REUNION VISIT!• 

Our budget simply does not permit us to reproduce and 
mail to you a lot of interesting information about 
Ft.Lauderdale that will add to the fun you can have while 
attending the 99th BGHS Reunion. Keep in mind that 
Ft.Lauderdale is an all year resort area. To resolve this, 
when you complete and mail your Registration Form, either 
write or call: Greater Ft. Lauderdale Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, 210 S.E. 8th Avenue, Ft Lauderdale, Fl. 33301 Tel. 
(305) 765-5508 and ask for a package of welcoming information. 

If you have specific interests, tell them and I am sure they 
will fulfill your need for information. 

If you are interested in any of the following 
activities: golf, fishing (party boat or charter) , please call 
PAT <concierge) at PIER 66 HOTEL 1-800-327-3796 or 1-B00-432-
1956 (Fla) . She will try to make the necessary arrangements. 

I 

ARRIVING BY AUTO? I-95 South to Davie Blvd, East to Federal 
Highway, South to S.E.17th St. East to Pier 66 Hotel. 

FLYING IN? You are 10 minutes from the Ft.Lauderdale Airport 
and 30 minutes from Miami Airport. 

LIMO SERVICE- FTL- Yellow Limo $6.00pp. Tel 527-8690. 
MIAMI- Red Top Limo $11.50pp. Tel 764-2211. 
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List Of Aircraft to the best of our ability, 
',fa have ' maintained a 

,1rdsall has more information alre ady on this 
in spite of the f act that Steve � 

la '-e our membershin has doubled · likely to accu.mu ,_, • · 
f subject than we are ever 

herewith resent that portion o our 
since we last printed our list , so we , tt least that 's what the computer 

. t for which we have names but no t numoers • 
lis " � ·,1TRIO I will check it all myself. geo. 
says. 1,·1ayoe v, 

Achtung 
Adventuress 
Angel With Wings 
Baraz !wins 
Black Jack 
Bugs Buddy 
Cotton-eyed Joe 

Dee 
Ding A Ling 
Dirty Gertie 
Earthquake McGoon 
El Alamo 
El o, iablo 

Flak Dvdger 
Goin My Way 
Gravy Train 
Holey Joe 
Hubba Hubba 

Hunter's Answer 
Lacey 
Leapin Lena 
Lethal Lady I, 
II, & Ill 
Little Chum 

Lyla Lue 
Mary Wiss 
Mighty Mike 
Nine Wolves and 

Poppa 
Nobody's Baby 
Old Man Moe 
Our Favorite Bitch 
Our Gal Sal 
Rabid Rabbit 

Ragged But Right 
Roger the Lodger 
Shady Lady 
Snoozin Susan 
S ;ortie Line 

NUMERIC LIST OF 99th BOMB GROUP PLANES 

Whyte's album 

2 nose pictures 

Whyte album 
Picture of 
nose with 
Cook 

nose picture 

picture from 
English, picture 
with HQ communi
cations crew 

B-17G 

shot down 
1 Oct 43 

picture 

photo of man 

picture 

picture 

64 

459 

416 

Blackman 

Drouin 

Bob Mack 
Whyte, Thompson 
Jesse Hobbs, Kramer, Lee, 
Alderson, Menschl, C2 .ver, 
Dickerson, Willie Jones, 
Ritter, Cunningham, Farley, 
Covert, Co'-k, K owzan, 
McCluskey, Schneider, Purnel, 
Kaufman, Laroche 
Fleming 
Sopp 
Jesse Hobbs 

Upthegrove 

Mike Varina 
Sopp 
Scheu 

Sopp 

D.R. Black 
Sopp 
W.C. Davis, Horn 

Kirkpatrick, Eiden, Glen, 
Darrell, Wyninger, Boswood 
Nelson Kennard 
Shaw 
Sopp, H.E. Christiansen 
Jonathan Kosharek 

Frame 
Walker 
Sopp 
Heller, 
Holmes, 
DeLozir, 
Darwin 

Sopp 

Bushnell, Miller, 
Eastwood, Keng, 

Harra, Pise, Hays, 

Sopp, Charles E. Miller 
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Spoofer 
Stardust 
Strait to Hell 

Swamp Gal 
Tout Suite 

Turnip Termite 
Tykie 
Vic 
Vicious Vixen 
Vicki 
vv 

War Eagle 
Weary Willie 
Weft 
Whizzer 
Wolf Pack 

522 

picture 

picture 

Picture; sent 
to Steve Birdsall; 
Whyte album 

picture 
picture 
crashed, 3 May 43 
picture 

We welcome your corrections and additions. 

Alley 
H. Pujol, Mccarley, A. Reeves, 
T. O'Reilly, Waldrop, Lowell 
Caraway, John McKiernan, J.P. 
Ware, Charlie Nedeff, B. T. 
Madgashian 
Heidenreich 
Edward C. Gaumer, Louis P. 
Desaulnier, Willard B. 
Johnson, Joe F. Bruce, Sol 
Kulansky, Charles Butch 
R.E. Drain 
D.R. Black 

Sopp, Heler Ne Jil 
Hunter 

Sopp 
Tom O'Reilly, Sopp 
Brommel, P.R. Black 
Mosely, Luther, Klug 
D.R. Black 

geo. 

We have here a picture of Scotty Neader's shoe. Said shoe is shown 
among a blizzard of leaflets and four near misses, plus one each Big Iron 
Bird. Scotty's story begins on page 34. 
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AVIATION CADET ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Harry C. Bradshaw 
RFD #1 

Newmarket, N.H. 
03857 

Robert C. White 
54 Seton Trail 
Ormond Beach, 
Florida 32074 

The Aviation Cadet Alumni Association was initiated by the late 
Ralph E. Parker (43-E Napier) to provide ex-cadets the current 
addresses of former classmates. Retired officers Harry Bradshaw and 
Bob White are continuing this no-dues, non-profit endeavor with their 
personal computers. Former pilot cadets are asked to submit their 
Flight Class, Primary, Basic and Advance locations. Currently more 
than 9000 names are now available by Flight Class to participants who 
send a stamped envelope to either of the above. Both maintain 
identical information to safeguard against loss. Time is no longer 
on our side and active participation will be welcomed, especially by 
your classmates. Under no circumstances will commercial use be made 
of this information. 

December 30, 1987 

Dear George: 

I hope that you will arrange for the attached to see print 
in your unit publication at some time or another. We feel that we have 
done pretty good in a relatively short time, largely through the help 
of people like yourself. While it has gotten a little expensive at 
times, the letters we get from former cadets, and their widows 
occasionally, more than makes up for the cost. 

Another source of new members is unit directories which identify 
the pilots, We have a large group of volunteer writers who contact 
people on these lists asking for their cadet background. Many of 
those contacted become writers in turn. If you can assist us in 
providing directories we would appreciate that too. 

In any event, we wish you a great New Year! 

* * * * * 
Dear Bob;I see no provision for cadets who went directly to Navigation School. 
Until I read this, Bob, I had just assumed that all pilots were washed-out 
Navigators. Aaron A. "Arfy" Aardvark 

·aka The Aforesaid Coen 
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November 25, 1987 

Mr. George F. Coen 
2908 Aliso Dr. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 Am11�!�� 

of Art, History and Science 
Dear Mr. Coen: 

Tha�k you for the issue of the 99th Bomb Group Historical 
Soc�e�y .Newsletter. We appreciate your interest in our 
exhibition. The Balloons� Bombers exhibition opens 
December 20th (possibly the 19th) and is planned to run 
through February 28th. About 1/3 of the exhibition will 
cent�r on the e�rly history of Kirtland AFB from 1940-1945 
and its bombardier and four-engine air crew training schools. 

In terms of artifacts, thanks to the generosity of veterans 
and museums we have located all that space will allow us to 
u�e. Early on several Army Air Force historical organiza

�ions helped us wit� the show, notably the Confederate Air 
or�e.and the 8th Air Force historical association. In 

ad�it�on. to approximately 60 photographs depicting training 
an .missions we w}ll have a restored Link Trainer, a B-29 
eng:ne, nav�gator s instruments, models, a bombardier's hi h
altitude suit, a WASP uniform, insignia and other material!. 

�hile we are no lringer searching for artifacts we remain 
intereste� in.written documentation on Kirtland that will 
help to fill in our historical files. Anything your members 
wo�ld care to contribute in terms of photocopies of records 
or ers, class books, etc. would be appreciated. 

' 

I am enclosing some flyers and a copy of the book 
accompanying the show. We hope to see you there. 

P.O. Box 1293 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 505/243-7255 

A very good show which covered Kirtland Field from 1880 to 
the present. Also included was Father Fawcett's 
Flak Farm, known also as Oxnard Field and as the 
AAF Convalescence Center. 

''""'""""'"·· 
\,.,,.,.;. ... ,,,,"',.1.ui,•n 

*'l�lu,,um, 

VICTOR A. F ABINIAK, active 

in Post 38, Polish Legion of 
American Veterans, is a mem
ber of the search committee 
striving to contact airmen who 
were interned in Switzerland 
during World War II. 

Swiss internees are individu
als who were held prisoner by 
the neutral Swiss government 
during the war. 

World War II flyer James 
Goings, Broomall, Pa., is secre
tary of the Swiss Internees 
Association, a group of former 
internees who are searching for 
their fell ow comrades. 

Since formation of the organi
zation in 1985, President Robert 
A. Long and a group of the 
association members have been 
able to locate about 350 former 
internees, and have obtained the 
names of about 250 others. 

"That leaves about 400 men 
unaccounted for,'' Long said, 
'' adding that Veterans Adminis
tration records show there were 
roughly 1,600 U. S. airmen in 
Switzerland during World War 
II." Of those 1,600, he said, 63 
percent are still alive. 

Fabiniak is interested in 
contacting a former resident of 
Lorain, John J. Anti, who 42 
years ago lived at 214 Florida 
Ave. ''Some informers have said 
Antl moved to California," Vic 
said. Additional information will 
be appreciated. Vic is available 
at 2310 Liberty Ave., Vermilion, 
phone 967-4 779. 

SIX SURVIVORS of a World 
· War II crew who fought ir, Ger
many are searching for re�atives 
of their fallen comrade. 

''The family of 2nd Lt. Nicholas 
J. Lykos is the last to be found," 
'.vTote Victor A. Fabiniak in a let
ter he addressed to the last 
known residence of Lykos - 409 
Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon. 

Fabiniak said Lykos was killed 
December 26, 1944, on a bombing 
mission over Blechammer, Ger
many. 

"Nick was the bombardier of 
our crew," he wrote. "We did 
plan to meet with Nick's parents 
after the war, but we were shot 
down over Augsburg, Germany, 
on February 27, 1945, �-hen we 
were split up, as prisoners of 
\var." 

F ABINIAK SAID that over the 
past three years ''we finally 
found each other.'' 

"There are six of us survivors 
and Nick's parents are the last to 
be found. We hope you folks 
might be able to help, maybe the 
neighbors may know of Nick's 
family. 

"Nick was 22-years-old. Nick 
was Greek

1 
Could there be any 

Greek organizations, churches, 
etc. (who might help)." 

THE CURRENT resident of 409 
Broad Ave. who received the let
ter, Helen B. Werton, is asking 
for assistance from anyone who 
knows of the whereabouLs of any 
relatives. 

The W ertons purchased _ the 
home from Mrs. Lykos whom 
they knew had built a home in 
Texas to be near her sons. ''She 
has since died. That was 25 years 
ago," she said. 

Ms. Werton said she had made 
a number of inquiries but had not 
found anyone with enough infor
mation to for.ward to Fabiniak. 

Anyone who can help may con
tact Helen B. Werton at 409 Broad 
Avenue in Belle Vernon, or write 
directly to Victor A. Fabiniak, 
2310 East Liberty Ave., Ver
milion, Ohio, 44089. 

Good work, Fab! 
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The American Plan 
It was real, and yet it was unreal. There at Man

ston, on a wintry day in 1962, stood a Boeing Flying 
Fortress ; a white triangle, centered by a huge black 
"A," filled its high, olive drab tail. 

The mind raced back over hurdles placed by nearly 
twenty years-back to the days when the roar of 
hundreds of 1 200 horsepower engines shook Britain, 
and the majestic silhouettes of Fortres.ses in formation 
all but blocked out the watery sunlight overhead. 
Back to the days when Manston, a scant three miles 
from the English coast, was one of three emergency 
"crash strips." How many Forts, hacked and harried 
over the Continent, had headed for this 9,000 foot 
runway, coming in with their white group markings 
reduced to little more than random chips of paint by 
German gunfire. 

A closer inspection on that day in 1962 would have 
revealed that some of the long black guns were noth
ing but painted broomsticks, and that the serial 
number on the tail could not have applied to the 
aircraft that bore it. The Fortress, one of a tired 
three found in the United States, had been resurrected 
and flown to England for the production of the 
movie, "The War Lover." Soon it would be gone 
again, forever. 

from The B-1 7  by Steve 
Aero Publishers, 

329  W. Avi at i on Rd. 
Fallbrook CA 9 2 0 2 8  

Birds a l l , 
$5 . 95 

It was in August of 1 934 that the Flying Fortress 
was conceived, when the Army Air Corps invited 
manufacturers to submit a new design for a "multi
engined bomber, capable of maximum speed of 200-
250 mph at ten thousand feet, a service ceiling of 
twenty to twenty-five thousand feet and an endurance 
of between six and ten hours." Boeing's design team, 
headed by Edward C. Wells, know they were taking 
a chance with their big, four-engine Model 299, but 
the very name Boeing was synonymous with some of 
the most advanced aeronautical designs of the period 
-the P-26 pursuit, the Model 24 7 airliner, the gar
gantuan XB-15-and heredity would play its part. 

Edward C. Wells had joined the company in 1 93 1 ,  
after graduating from Stanford University with a 
bachelor of arts degree in engineering. Born in Boise, 
ld�o, in 1 910, Wells has played a direct part in the 
development of other Boeing aircraft over the past 
thirty-odd years, the most notable being the B-29 
Superfortress, the B-52 Stratofortress and the Boeing 
707. He is now Vice President of Product Develop
ment at the Airplane Division in Renton, Washing
ton, where he is responsible for giving special attention 
to new aircraft business. 

- COLU MBIA P I CTURES CORPORATION 

1/et.AJb� - confi11uecl ,L,ro� P"-.J e.. 4� 
And she was not speaking just to me. She was speaking to all of  the men and 

women in the United States armed forces-�pas t ,  presen t ,  and future. She was 
speaking to the 37 men who recently fell in the Persian Gulf attack . 

She was speaking about freedom. 

Freedom is worth fighting for • • •  and KEEPING. 

OUR  ch a l lenge ,  y ours  and mine , is  to  KEEP t h at freedom by  doing our  p ar t  in  
maintaining a strong military defense for America. 

This is a very revered moment for all of us as we pause here ,  in our march to freedom , 
to salute those who have paid the price. 

I n  your behalf,  I o ffer these beautiful words; 

THANK YOU FOR SAVING MY COUNTRY 

PR ESS 

1 9  Jul y ,  1 943 

1 1  

R ELEASES 
Decatur Pilot 

of 11Bad Penny" 
In Rome R aid 

P i lot ing the  F l y i ng Fortress " The Bad Penny" L ieut. Car l  D. Mitche l l ,  former Decatur 
high school and Mil l ikin student , took part in the  r a id on Rome Monday and brought h is 
plane back to its base despite damage. 

T he  report  was contained in a story  from R ichard Tregaskis , special writer for the 
I nternational News Service , who was a passenger in a F ortress in the second wave of bombers 
over Rome. 

T regaskis reported that the  o n l y  damage to the l arge group of which his plane was a 
part was accidentally caused to the plane piloted by Lieutenant Mitchel l .  T he  emergency 
l i fe raft in  the p l ane was rel eased by mistake while  over Rome , and the raft damaged the 
tail of the ship when it was whipped back by the wash from the propel lers. Mitche l l  brought 
his plane home safely , however. 

Mitchel l is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell  is director of the 
Southside Park  playground. 

fhe av iator attended grade and h igh school here from 1 93 1  to 1 9 39,  and spent two years 
at Mill ikin University , where he studied engineering. He enl isted in the air forces Nov.  
1 0 ,  1 94 1 .  

L ieutenant Mitchell wrote his parents recently that h e  expects t o  b e  home between the 
first and middl e of September. He left the States in February for North Africa. 

July 1 9 ,  1 943 

DECATUR P ILOT BOMBED ROME 
Ex-Millikin Student F lew Fortress in Raid 

L ieut.  Car l D. Mitchel l , former Decatur h igh school and Mil .l ikin student , piloted a 
Flying Fortress on the r a id  on Rome yesterday , and b rought h i s  p l ane b ack  to  i ts  base 
despite damage. 

T h e  report  was contained  in a report from R ichard Tregaskis ,  special wr iter for the 
I nternational News Service,  who was a passenger in a Fortress in the second wave of bombers 
over Rome. 

T r egaskis  reported  that the  only  damage to the l arge group of  which his plane was a 
part was accidentally caused to the p lane piloted by L ieut en ant Mitch e l l .  T h e  emergency 
l i fe r aft in the p l ane was r e leased by mistake wh ile over Rome , and the raft damaged the 
tail  of the ship when it was whipped  back by the  wash from the  p r o p e l lers.  M itche l l  
brought his p lane home safely , however. 

Mitchell  is the  son o f  Mr.  and Mrs. Carl P. Mitchel l ,  now of Rantoul. Mr. Mitchell 
formerly worked with the Decatur playground and recreation program , and was a s ubstitute  
teacher in  the high school in 1 937. 

The avi ator attended grade and h igh school here from 1 931 to 1 939 ,  and spent two years 
at Mil likin University ,  where he studied engineering. He enlisted in the air  forces Nov .  
1 0 ,  1 941 • 

EARLY TALES OF THE ATOMIC AGE Lang 

The Nazis , work, indee d ,  was held in suc}:l poor e s t ee m that certain 
Ge r�an laboratories ,  whose  l ocations we knew, we re le ft unbombed t o  en able 

Hitle r ' s experts to continue the ir failure s .  p .  24 



PRESS RELEASE 
north africa, July 2 3 ,  1 943-- -And when this war ' s  over 

And yours don ' t  come home, 
Just silently pray 
And remember this poem. 
He died for his country ,  
The land he held dear , 
And he ' s  now blazing skyways 
For that Great Over.seer . 

A hot , dry sirocco swept through Smitt y ' s  tent as he completed his verse. Dust covered his 
battered typewriter. He was tired. Tomorrow he had to fly again. He didn ' t  know where he 
was going , but H hour  was 4 : 30 A.M. So he went to bed. He hoped to see his poem printed in " Stars and Stripes , "  the American soldier ' s  own newspaper. 
When the  F l ying Fortress g r oup came b ack from their mission the next day , Smitty wasn ' t  with them. The airplane he was flying in as waist gunner was hit by cannon fire from an ME ! 1 09. F i rst , No. 4 engine caught fire and then the plane exploded. The airplane broke in four parts and drifted down. Five parachutes cracked open as others o f  the  group  watched the blazing bits spin down to earth. 
Perhaps Smitty was among those five. He may be a prisoner. of _ war. His tentma�es found his

/ poem and asked that it be sent in to "Stars and S T ripes. " Smitty would have liked that. 
So  here  is the poem written by Staff Sergeant Arthur J .  Smith , 2402 North Kilbourn Avenue, Chicago,  I l linois : 

Written by : 
Vernon E. Fairbanks , 
Captain , Air Corps , 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Group 
(From the records of 
Gen. Upthegrove )  

The United States Air Corps 
Hard fighting men 
Standing their ground 
Upholding their end . 

Guarding our convoys 
Patrolling each shore 
Bombing the Axis 
To even the score. 
Fighting by proverb 
A phrase known for truth 
"An eye for an eye" 
"A tooth for a tooth. " 
Fighting together 
Through thick and through thin 
They ' ll never give up 
They ' ve sworn to win. 
So here ' s to the Air Corps 
Those hard fighting men 
They ' l l conquer the sky ways 
And fly home again. 

And when this war ' s  over 
And yours don ' t  come home 
Just silently  pray 
And remember this poem. 

He died for his country 
The l and he held dear 
And he ' s  now blazing sky ways 
For the Great Overseer. 
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F ROM A 1 5 T H A I R  FORCES  BOMBER BASE , JAN 7--When  AAF F l y ing  Fortresses raided an 
aircraft factory at Maribor , Yugoslavia,  January 7 ,  one pilot who was forced to  turn  b ack  
ear ly  because o f  a defective  oxygen system made a so l itar y ,  h it-and-run attack on the 
harbor at Split and claimed to have hit three small enemy merchant vessels. 

The  p i l ot , f l y ing  his  50th mission , was Major Richard M. Evans ,  24 , o f  3036 �agnol�a 
Ave. ,  Knoxvil le ,  T ennessee. F l ying  at the  front o f  the  formation , he  was l eading his  
Fortress group toward the target when oxygen pressure aboard his ship dropped dangerously. 

" I  turned  back , but I hated to waste the bombs , "  said the youth ful pilot , who is also 
a squadron commander. " I n  the main h arbor  at Split  we s aw a l arge merchant vessel  and 
three small ones. I made a bombing run at 1 5 , 000 feet. " 

When bombs were  away E v ans turned  sharply and headed for home, so sharply that a 
cameraman aboard the plane was unable to t ake a picture of  the bomb s t r ike. But the  crew 
saw hits  on the three small ships . The attack was made so swiftly that no flak came up or 
no enemy fighters appeared. flere. 's fo £vans ! Emphasis added. 

E v ans , a former University of  T ennessee student , is the son of  Prof. and Mrs. N Evans 
of Knoxvil le. 

A T TENT I ON :  Detroit , Mich. , T imes , News , Free Press 

FROM A 1 5 T H AIR FORCE BOMBER BASE , JAN 7--Lt Jerome J. L esney , 27-year-old AAF Flying 
Fortress navigator of 7790 Helen Ave. , Detroit , Mich. , has completed  50 bombing miss ions 
with the 1 5th U. S. Air Force. 

L esney began combat f l y ing June  30 , 1 94 3 ,  with  a raid  on 80cc, cl.· hlco Airdrome in 
Sicily ,  and has been awarded the Air Medal with Oak Leaf C lusters. 

A native  o f  Detroit , Lesney entered the army as an enlisted man June 2 ,  1 94 1 , and was 
accepted as an Air Forces cadet Sep 26 , 1 943. He is unmarried. 

A T T  ENT  I ON : T oledo , 0. , f3/qde. , T imes 

F ROM A 1 5 TH  A IR  FORCE BOMBER BASE , JAN 7--1 st Lt Robert L. Schneider , 24-year-old AAF 
F lying Fortress bombardier of 5230 Brandel  P l ace , T o l e d o ,  O. , h as comp leted  50 bombing 
missions with the 1 5th U. S. Air Force. 

Schneider began combat f l y ing  June 2 1 , 1 943 , with a raid on Naples , I taly ,  and flew 
his 50th mission Christmas day over an I talian t arget. He wears the  Air  Medal with  two 
Silver Clusters. 

On his 47th mission ,  December 1 9 ,  to I nnsbruck in Austria ,  the bombardier was credited 
officially with shooting down a Messerschmitt 1 00 fighter plane. 

A native  o f  T o ledo , Schneider  was gr aduated from Devilbiss High School in 1 938 and 
attended Toledo University from 1 9 39 to 1 940. Unmarried, he was employed as a salesman for 
the Libby Glass Co .  of Toledo until entering the Air Forces as a cadet December 1 ,  1 941. 

A T TEN T I ON :  Baltimore , Md. , News-Post , Sun 

FROM A 1 5 TH  A I R  FORCE  BOMBER BASE , JAN 7-- 1 st Lt Anthony J. DiGiovanni , 25-year-old 
AAF F lying Fortress navigator of 328 Macon St. , Baltimore ,  Md. , h as completed  50  bombing 
missions with the 1 5th U. S. Air Force. 

Beginning combat f l y ing June 1 8 ,  1 94 3 ,  with a raid on Messina, Sicily , the navigator 
has earned the Air Medal and two Silver Clusters. After his 50th mission, he paid tribute 
to  the  8- 1 7 that carried him safely over enemy targets in Sicily ,  Sardinia, I taly , France , 
Greece, Germany , and Austria. 

" W e  cal l ed her ' Able Mable , "' he said, " and she has flown over about 70 enemy targets 
and also has four pursuits to her credit. She took everyth ing the  Hun h ad to o f fer and 
l ast August , while over Pisa, I taly ,  Jerry got two of her engines , but she brought the crew 
back over 600 miles of water to home base on her remaining two engines. '' 

A native  o f  Baltimor e ,  DiGiovanni was graduated from Baltimore City College in 1935  
and studied chemistry at Johns Hopkins University from 1935  to 1 937. he was emp l oy ed as  a 
t in p l ater  for the  C rown Cork and Seal Co. until entering the Air Forces as a cadet March 
1 7 ,  1 942. he is married to June E. DiGiovanni of Baltimore and has one child. 



Wa r  D i a r y  
We cont i nue w i t h  the 99th  Bonb Group War D i a ry . As the war draws to a c l ose , we fi nd more non-combat news ,  whi chtu.!have not the hear t  to 

edit out . When we compl ete the Group War D i a r y  we pl a n  to pr i nt the 348th war Diary,  beg i nning back at Day One i n  Boi se . 

HEADQUARTERS NEWS : Sgt Wi ggi n 

L a s t  S u nday n i ght saw the i n i t i a l get-together of the HQ offi cers and E n l i sted men i n  
the EM C l ub for the pu rpose of " p l ayi ng the horses . "  I t  was a f i ne even i n g  wi t h  q u i t e  a 
few o f  t h e  o f f i cers  part i c i pat i n g .  No one  came away wi thout h i s  sh i rt and a congen ia l  
eveni ng was had  by al l .  T h i s  Sunday even i ng affa i r  wi l l  be  a regu l a r  t h i n g  and  i t  i s  hoped 
that many more men wi l l  attend the fol l owi ng sessions . 

Games of  c h a n ce  seem t o  be t h e  most  popu l ar pastimes at HQ and a few of the recent 
b i ts of chatter p i c ked up concern ing  t h e  poker  games revea l t h at Sgt  C ha r l es Karch nyak  
b umped heads  at t h e  c l ub one even i ng w i t h  S/Sgt Buck Warman and pai d dear ly  to  see Buck ' s  
pat strai ght f l u s h ;  al l Charl i e  had was Jacks ful l .  He , Charl i e ,  got off a l i tt l e  l i g hter  
a few n i g h t s  l a t e r  t hough when he  had aces fu l l  and Communi cat ions ' Crowther hel d Queens . 
The same ni ght the l atter happened , i n  other sectors , Sgt Bob Dav i s  of Operati ons hel d four 
Aces ( no j o ker  u sed ) i n  a game i n  the 347th  area ; T/Sgt Don a l d  De Sl overt had four of the 
b i g  ones i n  another game ; and Sgt Wiggi n ,  PRO , dea l t  himse l f  the four Aces p l u s  t h e  j o k e r  
i n  seven card stud , and st i l l  l os t  money for the even i ng  • • •  they d idn ' t  come often enough . 

B i n go i s  a nd  h a s  been a regul ar  Thursday n i te affai r at the EM Cl u b ,  and Pfc Shi rl ey 
F reeman has offered to run the affai r .  Seems that most eve ryone prefers  to l et h i m  p l ay 
and  d r i n k  • • •  yes he does both • • •  so the o l d  management sti l l  wi l l  be i n  force i n  the future . 
Sgt Karchnyak h a s  been c a l l i n g t h e  numbers  and  book i n g t h e  hor ses  i n  t h e  S u nday n i te 
horse-rac i ng affai rs , a nd has done a swel l j ob • • •  as have h i s  ass i s tants . 
HUMOROUS HEADL INES 

LOCAL MAN HAS 
LONGEST HORNS 

IN ALL TEXAS 
North Fort Worth News 

416th NEWS : T/Sgt Warner 

Lt " L a r ry C a h i l l  got  s t randed i n  the bi g c i ty of Bari . the other day .  Some 
shy and beauti ful wench so befuddl ed h im  that he mi ssed h i s  r ide back to the bas e .  T a ke  a 
chaperone a l ong next t i me ,  L i eutenant . 

I t  i s  a sad state of affai rs when men have been together so l ong  and suffer from l apse 
of memory . NOGGIN HEAD B I L I NSKI was as ked t ' other day " Where i s  Bend e r ? "  ( B ender  i s  h i s  
boss ) H i s  rep l y :  " W h o  i s  Bender?"  • . • •  " P rune Puss" ELK I N S ,  our  affabl e Mess Sergeant i s  
havi ng troubl es these days . Some of h i s  compass broke and pend ing  repai rs he c a n ' t  l o cate  
t h e  Mess H a l l .  F ret not P r u n ny , t h i n g s  a r e  bad a l l  over  • • • •  Our  Lt B LUM  i s  to  be 
compl imented on the sp l end i d  ed i t ion  of the Group newspaper . In spite of a l l  handi caps and 
t h e  greatest  of  o b s t ac l e s , s  t h e  paper went to press and was a huge succes s .  Not that he 
suffered unduly as those several days  up at Rome i n  p repa r at i on had t h e i r compe n s at i n g 
features . Asks the g i rl who knows • • • •  Lee Cook , known as " MOTHER" to h i s  i nt i mates , fi na l ly 
broke down . ' Twas a memorable occas i on , to s ay t h e  l e a s t . O n  t h e  n i g h t  o f  1 5  December 
1 944 he  was observed  at t h e  Squadron  Pa rty to be i mb i bi ng freely of l a rge quant i t i es of 
i ntoxi cants . A teetota l er of wide repute ,  th i s d i vergence from the strai ght and n a r row i s  
news • • • •  M / Sgt ELV I N  K I RBY ' s  face i s  rea l ly  red .  Seems that Tommy O ' Shea ( 4  feet 2 i nches ) 
hau l ed h i s  huge frame ( 6  feet 2 i nches ) ( 210 poun d s ) out  of  t h e  W i ne  C e l l a r  ( Rome ) , a nd  
t hen  c a r r i ed h i m  o n  h i s  b ac k  u p  t h ree f l i g h t s  of  s t a i rs  to h i s  hotel room a nd  to bed . 
Tommy i s  sti l l  braggi ng about h i s  phys i cal prowess and Ki rby can ' t  di s pute i t .  

We l l , o u r  Squadron Party was a huge success from every standpo i nt . Al l had pl enty to 
eat and dri nk  for FREE , and the entertai nment , whi l e  not of the h i ghest soci al  vari ety , was 
both  p l ea s i n g  t o  t h e  eye and sati s fyi ng to t he ear .  The Squadron boasts of sett i ng a new 
i ndoor record for di spos a l  of Ame r i c a n  wh i s ky . T h i rty q u a r t s  were opened  at the  b a r , 
served , imbi bed , and the pat rons l y i ng i n  the a i s l es a l l  wi th i n 1 2  mi nutes . Top that ! 

1 5  

99TH QU IZ  KIDS W IN  TH I RD STRAIGH T  CONTEST 
Last Tuesday n i ght ma rked the th i rd a ppearance of the 99th ' s  qui � team i n  t�e F i ngel l a  

Theater ' s  week ly  contest and the th i rd t i me our boys have come away wi t h  the  p r i zes . T h e  
o ppos i n g team wa s  a tri o o f  sharpies  from the F i nance Dept of  the 37th Serv i ce Grou p ,  but 
the 99th team i s  composed of Sgt A l v i n  Wel l s  i l l eg i b l e���������� 

C H A P L A I N I S C O R N E R 

A soap  manufactu re r ,  n ot  a C h r i s t i a n , was t a l k i n g wi t h  a m i n i s te r .  S a i d  t h e  
soaprn a ke r ,  " T he  g o s pe l  yo u  p reach  h a s n ' t  d o ne  much  good , for  t h e re ' s  s t i l l  a l ot o f  
wi c kedness and wi cked peopl e . "  

T he  p reacher  made n o  i mmed i a te  reply ,  but they soon passed a ch i l d  mak i ng mud p i es . 
He was exceed i ng ly  di rt .  I t  was then the preach e r ' s  t u r n , a n d  so  h e  s a i d ,  " Soap  h a s n ' t  
done much good i n  the wor l d ,  I see ; for there ' s  sti l l  much di rt and many d i rty peopl e . "  

"Uh wel l , " answered the manufact u re r ,  "soap i s  useful on ly  when i t  i s  appl i ed . "  
"Exact ly , "  was the mi n i ster ' s  reply ,  " so i t  i s  wi th  the gospel we proc l a i m . "  

Chapl ai n Haro l d  T .  Wh it l ock 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MOV IE  SCHEDULE 

MONDAY , 25 December :  
" I N  TH E MEANTIME , DARL ING , "  Jean C ra i n  

1800 - 347th , 416th & Hq 
2000 - 346th , 348th & O rd 

WEDNESDAY , 27 December :  
"SUBMAR I NE ALERT , "  Ri chard Arl en 

1800 - 346th , 348th & Ord 
2000 - 347 t h ,  416th & Hq 

THURSDAY , 28 December :  
" G . I . MOV I ES  NO . 56 , "  One showi ng : 1800 
Mov i e  Weekly 

"Movitone News " 
"The Batt l e  of  Fra nce" 
"The War i n  the Far  East" 
"Sports - Footba l l .  Gol f "  

John Nesbi tt ' s  Pas s i ng P a rade 
"Wi l l i e  a nd the Mouse" 

Thi s i s  Ameri ca 
USAF ! Courses 
STAGE SHOW :  "CLUBMOBILE  VAR I ET I ES" 
366th Serv i ces Squadron , 1 900 Hours , 

9 9th  Men I nv i t ed 
FRIDAY , 29 December : 

"THE KI SMET , "  Ronal d Col eman , Marl ene D i et r i ch 
1800 - One showi ng only. 

SATURDAY , 30 Decembe r :  
"LOU I S IANA HAYR IDE , "  J udy Canova 

1800 - 347th , 416th & Hq 
2000 - 346th , 348th & O rd 

P I NG PONG TOURNAMENT 

L a s t  F r i day n i g h t  about 30 spectators at the �rdnance Day Room wi_t nessed a pi n_g pong 
match they ' l l  l on g  remember .  Br i l l i an t ,  fi �rce pl ayi ng _ by both teams w i t_h games g o i_n g  to  
28 poi nts ,  had t he  audi ence p l ead i ng , cheeri ng ,  appl aud i ng an� nearly hav i ng heart fa; l uf�h 
Hq  team of  Rubi nton , Mi c�ael son , _ Berman , Karchnyak and  Zwerdl i ng won the  match 4 to  w 
some terri f i c  tab l e-tenni s techn i que . 

T h e  346t h ,  batte r i n g  a 1 1  o ppos i t i o n down_ wi th s� rong forehand d r
1
i ves , defeatef 0 ;� :  

416th team 6 to 1 .  If the boys conti nue massac r i n g  t h e i r o pponent s  we 1 1  _h a v � to 
them to  pl ay l eft-handed . Personal l y ,  we bel i eve i t ' s  thei r l o ud and enthus i as t i c  cheer i ng  
sect ion  that ' s  befuddl i ng the other teams . 
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The 348th cont i nued to keep a f i rm hol d on  l ast pl ace by l o s i ng to the 347th i n  a very 
concl u s i ve manner - 7 to 0 .  However , we feel that the 347th i s  i n  for a surpri se when they 
tac k l e  O rdnance  next  week . The  re s u l t s  o f  that  game wi l l  s h ow i f  they rea l l y  are the 
champs they appear  to be or whether  t h e  348t h  j u st  had a bad n i g h t . At p re sent , t h e  
standi ng o f  the team i s  as i nd i cated [ bel ow] . 

TEAM W 
P I NG PONG TOURNAMENT STAND INGS 

L 
346th 3 
HQ 2 
347th  2 
Ordnance 1 
416th 1 
369th 0 
348th 0 

THE WEEK ' S  PLAY 346th • • •  Joe Corcoran 

0 

0 

1 
1 

2 
2 
3 

PERCENTAGE 
1000 
1000 
666 
600 
333 
000 
000 · 

The  Ratt l e rs  d i d  i t  aga i n  l a s t  Monday ni ght . Tak i ng on  the h i gh ly  touted Monarchs , 
our hoop stars downed the foo_ 63  to 49 i n  a game that  feat u red f a s t  p l ay ,  some F r a n k  
Merr iwok l  shots and al l around sound basketba l l .  

The  game got off to a fast start w ith  the Monarchs tak i ng  the l ead . I t  was not unt i l  
the fi nal second o f  the th i rd quarter that we went ahead . E d  S pear  t h rew t h e  b a l l f rom 
m i d -co u rt t o  p u t  us i n  the l ead that we never rel i nq u i s hed . The star of the game , i f  one 
man can be poi nted out , was Lt Wo l born . Thi s  former U .  of I l l i n o i s  s t a r  a ccounted  for 23  
of  o u r  po i n t s . He  i s  not o n l y  the  h i gh scorer of our  team , but  tops the  Ameri can l eague 
wi th the stagger i n g  total of 1 20 p o i n t s . When  Lt Wol born  gets set to s hoot , f rom a ny 
sector  of  t h e  court , t h e  oppo s i n g  p l ayers  a re ready to concede the poi nts . l  The second 
hi ghest s corer i n  t h i s  l eague i s  a l so a member of our team , Ed Spear , the A labama F l as h ,  i s  
s econd t o  L t  Wo l bo r n  wi t h  a tota l  o f  a cool hundred poi nts . I n  one game th i s season , Ed 
dropped the bal l i nto  the bucket for the amaz ing  total of 34 poi nts . I t  i s  be l i eved t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  s co r i n g  record  t h u s  f a r  t h i s s e a so n . E d  Nownozyk the 
el ongated Pol l oc k  from F l i nt Mi ch i gan , i s  the l ad who b ra i nt ru s t s  t h e  Ratt l e r s  to t he i r 
v i ctor i es . Ed ' s  s u per ior  general s h i p  and consi stent team pl ay i s  refl ected i n  our record 
of ei ght w ins  and two l osses . Many pl ayers and spectators c l ai m  that Nownezyk i s  the best  
center  whom they have seen pl ay i n  the  Foggi a area . Two other p l ayers l a rgely respons i b l e  
for our success are Georye Wood , and B i l l  T idmarsh , thei r b ri l l i ant a nd s teady f l oor-wo rk 
not  o n l y  h as hel ped to put us  up  on top , but has al so made i t  pos s i b l e  for the Ratt l ers to 
be one of the h i ghest s cor i n g  teams i n  the l eague . 

ATTENTION ALL CHECKER PLAYERS : 

The 346th has th ree checker pl ayers who are wi l l i ng to pl ay aga i nst  any three-man team 
i n  the group - not on ly  for fun , but d i nero . Th i s  goes for o f f i cers  a s  we l l  a s  en l i s ted 
men . I f  i nterested , j u st cal l Sgt Bi l l an i e r ,  Notary 4 1 . 
348TH NEWS Sgt Mc I ntyre 

Wi t h  C h ri s tmas  a nd New Yea r ' s  ho l d i n g  t h e  spotl i ght now , i t ' s  a l i tt l e  l ate to say 
much about the 300th Mi ssi on cel ebrati on .  But there are a few memo r i e s  of t h a t  e ve n tf u l  
e v en i n g wh i ch we won ' t  forget . The su rpri se of the even i ng turned up  i n  the EM C l ub where 
Cpl S i d  ( The-ma i l -m u s t - go - t h ru ) F a rk a s  f l u n g  c a u t i o n  to t h e  wi n d s  and  c u t  one  of t h e  
meanest  r ug s  we ' ve s een  i n  s ome t i me .  S i d ,  we d i d n ' t  know you had i t  i n  you ! • • • •  I n  the 
mess hal l ,  the show whi ch was s chedul ed for 9 o ' c l ock d i d n ' t  arr i ve  u nt i l about  ten , ( w hy 
not , Mccue? ) but Sgt Howa rd H a l l stepped i n  to f i l l  the gap and d i d  such a good j ob that no 
one wor r i ed much  about  the  rea l s how • • • • • I n c i dent l y ,  a s k  Adam Sch l i t t how he got  i n  
P atterson ' s  bed t h a t  n i g h t  • • • •  Over at the 368th Aud i tor ium ,  the offi cers j oi ned w ith  the 
other squadrons and Hq  i n  a b i g  cel ebrat i o n .  Hamburgers , cooked to order  a n d  s e r ved h o t , 
wi th p i c k l es , rel i s h ,  and a l l  the rest , were the h i t  of the even i n g .  But how d i d  a l l  those 
j eeps get over i nto our area the next morn i ng???? 

r 
1 7 

The  newl y formed 348th p i n g p o n g  team f i red i t s  open i ng gun  on the 15th i n  a �atch 
wi th the 346th . The shot was a l i tt l e  short , however ,  for the boys l o st  to a t eam wi th  a 
great  dea l  more pract i ce a n d  t r a i n i n g beh i nd �hem . Star o f . the even i ng was l �-year. o l d  
Al bert , o u r  I tal i an mascot , who can t a ke o n  pract i cal ly  a nyone i n  the g roup and g i v e  h i m  a 
r u n  for  h i s  money . Al bert wasn ' t  on hand for the second ma�ch on the 22n d ,  and . 347th won 
after some c l ose games . The next match , wi th Headquarters , wi l l  be on the 29t h ,  i n  our o�n 
Day Room . Russ Atwood , F rank Kodor ,  Ed Rzod k i ewi c z ,  John Urban , and John Dawson p l ayed � n  
t h e  second  match  a n d  Ma nager  H owa rd H a l l i s  on  t h e  l oo k o u t  for  anyon e e l s e  who i s  

' 
· · · t h  boys  ex pect to  

i nterested i n  t ryi ny out for t he  team. w·, th a l i t t l e more  p ra ct i ce ,  e 
turn some of these cl ose defeats i nto v i ctori es i n  the matches to come . 
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"CLUB F IN IT0 11 

Two of  o u r  G r o u p ' s  ra n k i ng  o f f i cers  h ave  compl eted the requi red number of mi s s i ons 
w i t h  t h e  9 9 t h  to q ua l i fy them for member s h i p  i n  " C l u b  F i n i t o . 1

1 Co l  F o rd J .  L a u e r , 
Command i ny O f f i c e r , f l ew h i s  50th  when  h e  l ed the Group and Wi ng ov�r B] echhammer on 26 
December·  Lt Col Bern i ce S .  Barr Operati ons Offi cer , f l ew h i s  100th  m i s s i o n on  t h e  28th 
when he  ' 1 ed  t h e  Group to  Rege�s b u rg and bac k .  Co l onel  Bar ' s  other 50 were fl own i n  the 
South Pac i fi c  Theater . 

When  a s k ed to compare  t h e  m i s s i on s  i n  t h i s  Theater wi th those i � the �outh Paci !i c ,  
Col Barr repl i ed ,  11 1 have fl own a l l of my mi ssi ons i n  B- 17� s? a c?mpar , son wi l l  b� .fa i r l y  
easy . I n s o f a r  a s  my per sona l  t o u r  i s  concerned , the mi s s i ons  i n  the South Paci f i c  were 
l onger , w i th l ow-l evel bomb i n g s  i n  R a b a u l  H a r bo r ,  a nd  no f i g h te r  e s c o rt � n � ny of the  
mi s s i o n s . Most  o f  mi ne  were  by  i nd i v i d ua l  s h i p ,  a nd  o n  n e a r l y  every mi s s i on we were 
i ntercepted by several Jap  fi ghters ( Zeros ) . I n  t h i s T heater  t h e  l i v i n g cond i t i o n s  a re 
much  bette r , i n c l u d i ng food , wat e r , a nd  l i v i n g q u a rter s . T h ere are other bombers for 
mutual protection  i n  l a rge formations a nd pl enty of p u r s u i t  e s cort  for  top  cover  on a � l 
m i s s i o n s . The  f l a k  o ver  t h e  German targets i s  much more i ntense , accurate , and heavy i n  
th i s  secti on , however . "  

Soon  t he se  two vet erans wi l l  b e  l eavi ng the Group for a westward j ourney t o  the USA , 
t a k i n g  wi th  t hem t h e  be. s t  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  men of  t h e  9 9 t h .  A s  we I t a l i a n s  s ay ,  
11 Arri vedi cchi 11 and " buon fortuna"  to them both . 

O t he r  Group  l e aders  who f l ew t hei r 50th t h i s week were Capt a i n  James Snyder , Mi c key 
operator , and 1 s t  Lt Morri s Wood , Bombardi e r .  

Mgr Herbert Faye 
Ruth Mason 
El enor Chri st i a n  
Bi l l y Grant 
Peygy Lau r i eq 
Pri sci l l a  Parker 

U . S .  O . UNIT #364 

" PLAY MATE" 
Sunday , 7 January : 2000 Hours 

Comedi an 
Mi st ress of Ceremoni es 
Dancer 
Comedy and Records 
Accord i an & Voca l i st 
Vocal i st 

MAN OF THE WEEK 

O u r  c h o i ce  for  t h e  " Ma n  of t h e  Wee k "  i s  M /Sgt  V i ncent  F o rn i a s , who by h i s  qu i c k  
thi nk i ng and  acti n g  on the  348th l i ne rece n t l y  p revented a s e r i o u s  d i s a s t e �. T h u r sd ay 
even i n g ,  28 December , M/Sgt Bradford Benton and Cpl Al bert Kes kas were changi ng  a boos�er 
pump on a gas tank when the tank caught fi re and expl oded . On ly  a few men were on . the l � ne 
at t h e  t i me .  At t h e  s o u nd  of t h e  exp l o s i o n , t h ey raced to t h e  p l a n e  wi t h  f i re 
exti ngui shers and turned them on the f i re wh i ch was burni � g ! i �rce l y .  T h ey had  t o  w� rk  
fast , for the  s h i p  was l oaded w ith  bombs for the next day s m1 � s 1 on , and a l o a?ed refuel i ng 
u n i t  without a t ractor was stand i ng nearby. I t  soon became evi dent that the fi re coul d not 
be put  o u t  f rom t h e  g round . M /Sgt  F o rn i a s wen t  i nt o  t h e  s h i p ,  grabbed an escape axe , 
cl i mbed up  on the w ing  of the pl ane and chopped a ho l e  i n  i t .  Then ,  work i ng  from above the 
fi re , he poured the contents of several ext i ngui shers i nto the burni ng tan k .  
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Ot he r  348t h  me n ,  i n  a dd i t l  o n  to  o u r  " M a �  o f  t h e  W�ek , "  d e serve. g reat  c red i t  
ft 

v e rt i n  t h e  o s s i b l e  l i ne d i s a s t e r  t h a t  n 1 g h t .  W h i l e  S gt  F o r n i a � was � c t u a  Y 

!xt i ng u 1s h i n g  
p
t he  f l ames , Sgt  C h a r l e s  H u n n l ey r a n  fo r a t ra c tor and h 1 tch�d i t  t

�1 �
h� 

refue l i ng un i t  Pfc John L i nna d rove the u n i t  to  a s a fe d i s t a n c e f rom t h e  f 1  re . g 

R a l ph  O ch e l t r�e , M /Sgt J ames Bu c h a na n , M /Sgt Ange lo  Retal i s ,  M/Sgt Robert Sch roeder and 

others  s e a rched the area for al l avai l ab l e  ext i ngui shers to fi ght the fl ames . By the t ime 
t�e fi re depa rtment arri ved , the fi re was out and the sh i p s afe except for a bad l y  dama ged 
w i n g . Most of the squadron sl ept peacefu l ly that n i ght , never knowi ng how c l o se the 348th 
had come to a maj or tragedy . 

D INAH DOOD IT  

The  mi s s i on to  B l e c hhammer South o n  t he  26th of December marked t he  l i kely end to a n  
env i a b l e  career of one of t he  Group ' s  best f i ghti ng sh i ps--D I NAH MIGHT , or  055 of the 346th 
Sq u adron . On th i s ,  her 99th consecut i ve mi ss i on wi thout a t urnbac k or early return , D I NAH 
was forced to l and at V i s  wi th three of her eng i nes  out and  ba d l y  s hot  u p  w i t h  fl a k .  A 

i s  due ILLEGI BLE 

346th 

----- ----------------
11 FR AG S 11 

C h ri s tmas n i te was t h e  t i me for  some f i ne hoot i n '  and root i n '  i n  the Day Room . We , 
that i s ,  those of  us  who l i ke a n i p  now and the n ,  h ad  t h e  ext reme good fortune  to  d ri n k 
good , o l d  ( ? )  Ame r i c an l i kker .  Si xty bott l es went on s a l e  and , a l i t t l e  l ater on , 9 3  G i s  
went on  thei r ears • • • •  E d  Brazel , who , l i ke most of  u s ,  has ears , found the l i kk e r  mu ch to  
h i s  l i k i n g • • • •  Wayne Sander and Herb K i l bourn had themsel ves a b i t  of  a t i me ,  too • • • •  ' Twas 
rumored t h at Art  Lov i n s  d ropped  i n  for  one o r  two • • • •  P a rkman  a n d  Southwo rt h , of t h e  
eng i neer i n g  sect i on , found Four  Roses easy t o  take , as d i d  that wel l - known-man-about-Rome , 
V i nce B l att • • • •  J i m  Reynol d  spent a good dea l of the n ite  t ryi ng to tal k C l a rence Wurst i nto 
t a k i ng a d r i n k .  After  mu c h p e r s u ad i n g  C l a ren ce re l uctant ly  consented to t ry out a few 
quarts • • • •  John Parry , of t h e  Go l dma n Te l ephone  a n d  Te l e g ra p h  Company , was  seen  i n  t h e  
company o f  Bl ondi e Stoeks , Charley P r i o l a  a nd h i s  mess c u p  • • • •  E d  Spea r ,  of ba sketbal l fame , 
s cored many a poi nt w i th Ol d C row • • • •  Rex Grnathou se , t h e  q u i et o n e ,  made a t e r r i f i c h i t  
with the Wi l k i ns fami l y .  
347th 

Of  c o u r se  here i n  the squad ron as everywhere e l s e ,  the h i gh l i ght of the week was Xmas 
and Xmas Eve .  For the bi g meal we had del i ghtfu l  d i n ner  m u s i c fu r n i s hed by I rwi n P roges 
and h is  boy s .  Free Beer was pas sed out with  the comp l i ments of our Post Exchange • • • •  Two of 
our combat men returned to the squadron today after  roami ng  a rou nd  for s e ve ra l  weeks i n  
enemy t e r r i t o ry .  Both  h a d  been  wi th the squadron for qu ite  awh i l e  - and we were g l ad to 
see them • • • .  The f i rst th i ng our new Day Room Commi ttee d i d  was i nsta l l  a much needed stove  
and  t hen  get  a few add i t i o n a l  c ha i r s .  Now under  c o n s t r uc t i o n  i s  a n  add i t i o n to  the 
bui l di ng to house the new bar whi ch we hope to have open soon • • • •  " P r i vate Mooch" j oi ned the 
squadron on ly th ree days ago but i s  now AWOL . He was ass i gned to the F i rst Sergeant ' s  tent 
t h e  f i rst  n i g h t , but  a f ter  i n s i s t i n g on  b e i n g  a bed-mate to F /Sgt  G ra s s l , he  was 
t ra n s ferred to C p l  Mer ce r ' s  te nt , a n d  on  t h e  t h i rd day no o ne  c a n  a c c o u nt for h i s  
whereabouts .  Pr i vate Mooch acqui red h i s  name f rom P fc J o e  L u s s i s te i n  ( I t a l i a n Des c ent ) 
because that i s  what he i ns i sts that the Ita l i ans ca l l  cats such as Mooch .  Mebby Joe tri ed 
to pul l h i s  ra nk on Mooch for a l l  we know. 
348th 

There  are  some G i s  t h at c a n be c a l l ed  good l oo k i n g , a nd  a few e ve n  q u a l i fy a s  
" h a ndsome . "  B u t  you h a v e  t o  g o  a l o n g  way to  f i n d  o n e  who c a n b e  c l a s s i f i ed a s  
" Be a ut i f u l . "  H e re ' s  o u r  ca n d i d at e :  Tech S u p p l y ' s  own " P at " Patterson . At l east one 
s i gnori na i n  Rome thi nks he ' s  " Mu l to Be l l o "  - s h e  to l d  h i m s o .  What ' s  he got  t h a t  we 
haven ' t  got ? ( Note : P l ans are bei ng made to  send Pat to At l a nt i c  C i ty i n  1 945 . )  

O v e r  at  t h e  Offi cers ' Cl ub  the other day , Maj or Knoppe r ,  Maj or  MacMi l l an , and Captai n 
Kem were watch i n g  bartender T i ny Wal ton gradua l ly s l i p  out of th i s  wor l d  -- and down on the 
f l oo r .  As T i ny s l owly di sappeared beh i nd the bar , the offi cers made a l i t t l e  bet . " I ' l l 
g i ve  h im  three mi nutes before h i s  head d i s appears , "  s a i d  Maj or  Knoppe r .  " F i v e , "  sa i d  Maj or 
Ma cMi l l a n .  " Yo u  u nderes t i mate  T i ny , "  s a i d  Capta i n  Kem , " I ' l l  g i ve  h im  t h i rty mi nutes . "  
T i ny proved h imse l f  to be a good ma n ,  b u t  not  q u i t e  u p  to  C a p t a i n  Kern ' s  expe ct at i o n s .  
F i fteen mi nutes l ater h i s  head s an k  out of s i ght . 

r 1 9  

416th 

As we hera l d  t h e  New Y e a r  t h e  money changers wi l l  be very act i v e .  I n  t h i s  squadron 
several o l d  bets were made on the probabl e du rat i on of the war and the date- l i n� fo�  a l ot 
of these wagers was 1 January .  From what we i n  the rear echel on hea r ,  the war 1 s  st i l l  on , 
and the l osers are obl i ged to pay wi t h  a sm i l e .  A . P .  Wi l s o n  �onve n i ent l y  took  a U SA F I  
Co u r se  i n  book keepi ng with a v i ew t o  untangl i ng h i s  compl i cated fi nanc i al status • • • •  ELDRED 
" Country Gentl eman "  " P I ERNER , was one happy l ad a round Thanksgi v i ng Day . Seems some of the 
boys purchased two Turkeys to be devoured subsequent to Thanksgi v i ng , and the probl em a rose 
as to who woul d  ki l l  and d ress the fowl . After an exhaust i ve survey ,  ELDRED was c hosen  to  
perform t h e  f i n a l  r i tes a nd i t  made h im  happy no  end • • • •  WE� W ILL I�  BURNS ,  \,he reputed G?y 
Loth a r i o  who h a i l s  f rom t h e  C i ty of  Broth e r l y  L o v e ,  g a i ned  h i s  <:.t:lj-t.l�-17 t h rough  . h i s 
a f f i l i a t i o n s  wi t h  t h e  Al umni  A s so c i at i o n of  h i s  a l ma mat e r .  Seems t h a t  h e  re ce 1 yed 
beaucoup i nv i tes to vari ous soc i a l functi ons and thereby s t a rted on t h e  ro ad to .  g a rner i n g  
h i s  p resent  rep . F ra n k l y , g i r l s  fear  n a ug ht  a s  h e  s hys away a t  the very s i ght  o f  the 
oppos ite  sex . 

C H A P L A I N ' S C O R N E R 

I t  h a s  been s a i d  " T here  are  no  at h e i s t s  i n  fox-ho l es . "  Maybe so , maybe not . I t  
seems t o  me that there � u s t  be  few i n f i de l s i n  t h e  a i r . Men who ca n not  b e  c o n s i d e red 
re l i g i o u s i n  t h e  ord i na ry s e n s e  of t h e  word seem i nsti nct i vely to turn to God when the 
goi ng gets tou g h .  

T he  p resen c e of  dea t h  a nd  p a i n a nd danger ,  the sense of  bei ng i n  the gri � o f  forces 
far  too g r e a t  for p e r s o n a l  c o n t ro l , awa ke n s  a p r i m i t i ve rel i g i o u�  s � n s e  i n  peo p l : .  
Rel i g i on i s  a questi on whi ch deeply i nterests the men of th i s  group - - , t  1 s .  a com�

1

on top: c 
of conversat ion  i n  tents and c l ubs , and a surpri s i n g l y  l a rg e  n umber  come 1 n  t o  t a l k i t  
over with the Chapl ai n . "  

Of scept i c i sm concern i ng the refi nements of rel i g i on and the  church there . i s  much_, �ut 
I have heard practi ca l l y no repud i a t i o n of'. God . T he re J s  .a d�ep  a n d  g.e n � , ne  re l 1.g 1 � n 
perv as i ve i n  men ; i t  may not be forma l , , t  may not be d 1 sti nct 1 ve ly  Chr1 st 1 an , but 1 t  i s  
real and tangi b l e  rel i gi o n .  

Comba t men t e n d  t o  become fatal i st i c because l i fe hangs by a fragi l e  hai r .  But ev�n 
when i t  seems that thei r number i s  u p ,  they ca l l  on God for hel p .  Ma ny. of � h em have  s a i d  
t o  me , " C h apl a i n ,  I prayed up there today ! " .  You . see , �o�t o f  them bel i eve i n  God .but �hey 
do not know H im  i n  a personal way . They be l i eve , n  rel i g i o n ,  b u t  h a v e  not mad e i t  v.i t a l  
a nd  domi n a n t  i n  t h e i r  l i v es . God i s  l ooked upon not as One whom they are to  seek f: rst , 
l ast , and a l ways but rather as a l ast resort ; not as a present Father and consta nt  F r i en d , 
but as One to whom they turn i n  t i me of need . 

And  t h i s  i s  the fi rst , feeb l e  s tep to a mature and i ntel l i gent fai th . Experi ence has 
shown many men the nearness and goodness of God . Give a l i t t l e  of your t i me to attend  t h e  
s e r v i ces  of  wo r s h i p  an d  t h e  M a s se s  a nd  yo u r  rel i gi on wi l l  become more and more real and 
your fai th  wi l l  he l p  you " see i t  through . "  

WELL KNOWN "CHARACTERS" 
or 

How They Got That Way 

L i ke most  peop l e ,  be t h ey s o l d i e r  o r  c i v i l i a n ,  Wal l ace E .  Youngren was born . Th i s  
most s pectacul ar  event i n  Wa l l y ' s  l i fe took pl ace some 30 hard , l on g ,  i nteresti ng years ago 
- - i n  Mi nnesot a .  Wa l ly ,  contrary to bel i e f ,  d i d  not beg i n  to �a l k  unti} he �as two years 
o l d .  Then he s a i d  somethi ng wh i c h  foreshadowed a future occupat i on o f  h i s :  D ad ,  do  you 
wa n n a buy a pot at o  peel er?"  Soon afterwards our hero l eft h i s  di apers beh j nd and. set ?Ut 
on h i s  own hook to prepare h imse l f  for the teach i ng profes s i o n .  Ma ny o� h i s J u n i ? r H 1 � h 
S c hoo l  p u p i l s  were a ct u a l ly  be l i eved  to  have been abl e to read a nd write

_. 
Des p i te thi s 

handi cap ,  however , they wou l d  not buy potato peel e r s  f ro� Wa l l y  so he  de c i ded ?n  a �ore 
l ucrat i ve pastime . F rom farmhouse to fa rmhouse he went , i n  a n attempt to sel l �ai r l ot i on , 
prop was h , fert i l i z e r , we i g h i ng  ma c h i ne s ,  s t r a i g h tj a c kets  �or  waywa rd  c h i l dren , . a n d  
--potato peel ers . W i t h  th i s mag i c  pee l e r  h e  cou l d  stri p a spud 1 n  seconds , but , a l as ,  J ust 
as Wal l ace E .  was on the road to fame an d  ri ches he was detoured by the l ocal D raft Board . 
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You n g re n ' s  career i n  the Army has been an  o l i ve drab one . He  was sent to Lowry F i e l d  
where he compl eted a three-months Armame nt cou rse i n 9 0  days . What b r a i n s ! Wa l l y  j o i ned 
us at Wa l l a  Wa l l a .  At S i o u x  C i ty t h i s  r i s i ng you ng sol di er made CCRP -- a nd even today 
ho l d s  that m i ghty rank . He came through the ent i re Afri can campa ign  wi th the 99th  - - g l i b  
tongu e ,  pot ato pee l e r ,  and much profi t from the market i n  mattress covers . Now i n Ital y ,  
between Rest Camps he vacat i ons at the 346th . 

MOV IE  SCHEDULE 

MONDAY , 1 Jan : " ROGER TOUH Y ,  GANGSTER" wi th Preston Foster 
1800 - 346th ,  348th , & Ord 
2000 - 347th ,  4 16th ,  & H q .  

WEDNESDAY , 3 Ja n : " NONE BUT THE LONELY H EART , 11 Cary Grant , Ethe l Ba rrymore 
1800 - 347th , 416th , & H q .  
2000 - 346 , 348th , & Ord . 

THURSDAY , 4 Jan : " G I  MOV I ES NO . 54 , 56" 
Un i versal Newsree l : "Al l i es Speed I nto F rance" .  " Back to F i ght for Fran ce" , "C lean-up  
, n Pac , fi c" ,  "Fi res Ta k e H e avy To l l  i n U . S . " .  "Orphans Day i n  the Su n

11
, " P res i dent 

Returns F rom H awai i " ,  " The Memph i s  Bel l e . "  
U n i v e r s a l  New sree l :  " Ro bot Bomb " , " Q uebe c  P a r l ey C l o s e s " , " N a vy ' s  New J et 

Pl ane", "Super Forts Bl ast J apa n " ,  " E i senhower  Honors Pari s . "  
Wo r l d  o f  Sport s , F l i c k e r F l a s h b ac k s , F rom Spru ce t o  Bomber , Army Navy Screen 

Number 37 , Weapon of War ,  St ri ct ly G I  
SATURDAY , 6 Jan : "MY GAL LOVES MUS I C , "  Grace MacDonal d ,  Bob Crosby 

1800 346th , 348th ,  & Ord 
2000 - 347 , 416th ,  & H q .  

SUNDAY , 7 Jan : STAGE SHOW :  " PLAY MATES" 
2000 Hours . Hq Theater ,  USO U n i t .  

SPORTS FOR SPORTS" 

Basketbal l :  The 346th Ratt l ers a re t i ed for f irst pl ace th i s week i n the Torri d Ameri can 
D 1 v 1 s 1 o n  ra c e wi t h  t he impres s i ve record of  8 wi ns as aga i nst on l y  2 setbacks . Ou r money 
i s  r i d i n g o n  Spea r ,  We l be r n , I LL E G I BL E  /Jal,9[;n SKI UJoeJ to cop  t he 

champ i on sh i p .  Good l uck boy s !  1 

I n  t he 8th  W i n g  L eag u e t h e 99t h  l o s t to t h e  2 1 s t  E n g i n e e rs , 4 1  t o 31 , but we ' re 
l ooki ng forward to a v i ctory when they pl ay the 97th Bomb G p .  i n  the i r  n e xt  g ame . A good 
s i ze cheeri ng sect i on woul d hel p them a l ong so l et ' s  get out and root our boys to vi ctori es 
when they p l ay .  
H andbal l :  Ma ny of you have wondered about the two b l ack l i nes ru n n i ng up  the s i de of the 
brie fin g room . That , my fri e nds , i s  a han�bal l cou rt !  You are we l come to use i t  any t ime 
duri ng the day and Tuesday and Fri day eveni ngs . Leave a depos i t  of t e n  d o l l a rs  o r  a pa c k 
of  c i ga rett e s ( no Ra l e i g h s )  wi t h S p  Se rv . a nd we wi l l  supply you wi th a genu i ne rubbe r 
handbal l .  
Raci ng : W ith  horse rac i ng ban ned i n the States for the du rat i on ,  we expect the horse 

lov e rs  i n H q .  to refuse rotat i on so they can conti nue pl ayi ng the  poni es at the c l ub every 
Sunday .  One of the j ockeys ev ide nt ly  t i pped off Lt Leone for he ' s  been out pri c i n g  " F i ats "  
wi t h  h i s  wi nn i ngs . I t  seems that Sgt Wiggi n l ost h i s  dope sheet l ast Sunday for he fai l ed 
to wi n for the fi rst t i me .  Lacki ng a barrel l a r g e e n ough  we l et h i m wa l k home w i t h  h i s  
c l o t hes on . T /Sg t Mi c he l son  n ow has 4000 l i re to bet on h i s  favor ite  horse after tak i ng 
fi rst pri ze i n  the Bi ngo game l ast Tuesday .  HOT TIP  Mi ckey • • • •  #5 i n  the second race . 
P i ng Pong Ordna n ce , i n a hot ly fought match ,  downed a f i ght i ng 347th team 4 poi nts to 
3 a nd mo ved u p th e  t h i rd p l a ce . Meanwhi l e , H q .  t rounced the 348th 7 to 6 and kept thei r 
hol d on fi rst p l ace , t i ed wi th the 346 t h who won by forfe i t .  We do  h ave  to admi re t h e 

" g u t s "  of  t h e 348t h for i n  s p i te o f  be i n g o u t c l a s sed by Hq . ,  they put up  a good f i ght . 
Even thoug� they don ' t  stand a chance i n th i s  tournament , t h ey ' re wo r k i n g for  a top  notc h  
team i n  the next one • • • •  Team standi ngs as fol l ows : 

r 
346 
H q .  
Ord . 
347 
416 
346 
368 

w 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
0 
0 

L 
0 
0 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 

ENQUIRING REPORTER 

Pere 
1000 
1000 
666 
500 
300 
000 
000 

What D i d  You Do Last New Year ' s  Eve ? "  

" I  d rank enough v i no to  fl oat a battl es h i p  and then fel l fl at on 
s gt L • J . T re l e v e n : 

b d f me ! " my pu ss in the mud. Boy , wou l d  my wi fe have een prou o 

Sgt M i c key S i l v a :  
your damn bu s i nes s !-rr-

" I  went to Foggi a and I ,  I ah - went to Foggi a and I ah - None of 

S /Sgt G . C . A r ruda : 11 I s pe n t t h e n i g h t  t r�i ng to keep the Su pply Tent f r
��s�

l
��:�� 

down a nd  list e nin g  in t h e me a nt i me to t h e  moan i ng of fel l ows who had a l ready 
tents .  Some ce l ebrat i on ! "  

T /Sgt " Moos e " P a l mes e : 
offi cers were pl ay i ng C owboys 

" I  t r i ed desperat e l y  to  g et some s l e e p wh i l e  a bunch of 
and I nd i ans i n  the room above . "  

T/Sgt Warn e r :  " I  was wri t i ng my wi fe a l etter tel l i n g 
dri nk i ng .  The pen was i n my r i ght hand , a bottl e of cognac 

crossed . "  
SPORT SIDELIGHTS 

her that I was goi ng to l ay off 
i n my l eft , and my f i nge rs were 

F i ve i n t re p i d  adventu rers from H q  borne on the broken spri ngs of Pearl ( an  u nt ru sty · ' ddl t t for the muddy ba n k s  of  the  
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l i ght i ng thei r ai m was good and they accompl i shed thei r  m i s s i on tout
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su, te . 

N6�:RE I 
w i t h  t h; t r i umph o f  7 game s to  O ,  th ey p i l ed i nto P earl  and procee e o go --

L i ke a l l  femal es Pearl  woul dn ' t  when you wanted he r to . An emergency cal
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Si mo n  of  we ath e� who b ra ved t h e  s t o rm to  a n swe r t h e  SOS . Wh e n P e� r  s aw , mon  

h a nd some mal e t r u c k named E l me r ,  s h e got  exc i t ed a n d began  to  be�1 n . 
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anymore she j ust broke down and cr i ed her l i tt l e motor out � The f i ve expl orers P e

: 
e

b �t 
c u r s ed bu t to no  a v ai l __ Pearl was dead , and she had . pi ck ed ou t � watery grave o o • 

However' another mal e t ruc k came by and , a fter much pushi ng and shovi ng ,  Pearl  got  hot  a n d 

took off -- back to her papa,  Lt Mul l i s .  

Here, courtesy of an unknown 
admirer, is a lovely photo 
of the Dayton Memorial. 



22, 

MISSIONS FOR MONTH OF  FEBRUARY 1 945 
MISS ION 
NUMBER 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 

MISSION :  

DA TE  
1 February 1 945 
5 February 1 945 
7 February 1 945 
8 February 1 945 
9 F ebruary 1 945 

1 3  F ebruary 1 945 
14 F ebruary 1 945 
1 5  February 1 945 
16 February 1 945 
1 7  February 1 945 
1 8  February 1 945 
19 February 1 945 
20 February 1 945 
21 February 1 945 
22 February 1 945 
23 February 1 945 
24 February 1 945 
25 February 1 945 
27 February 1 945 
28 February 1 945 

?February, 1945  - LINZ 

ENEMY RESI STANCE 

TARGE T 
Moosebierbaum 0/R , Austria 
Regensburg 0/R , Germany 
Vienna Lobau 0/R , Austria 
Gras M/Y ,  Austria 
Moosebierbaum 0/R, Austria 
Vienna South Ordnance, Austria 
Wien Schwechat 0/R ,  Austria 
Vienna South Sta Yds. , Austria 
Balzano , M/Y , I taly 
L inz Main M/Y ,  Austria 
L inz Main M/Y , Austria 
Klagenfurt M/Y , Austria  
Lobau 0/R , Vienna, Austria 
Vienna Central M/Y , Austria 
Immenstadt M/Y , R.R. Br. , Germany 
Worgl M/Y , Austria 
Graz M/Y , Austria 
L inz South Main M/Y , Austria 
Augsburg M/Y , Germany 
Verona/Perona Rwy. Br. , I taly 

MAIN M/Y , AUSTRIA 

A. FIGHTERS Approximately e i ght ( 8 )  uni dent ified a/c , single-engined aircraft 
were observed at 1 345 hours at 4 7/ 8  W,  1 5 / 26N. These aircraft were at 
1 0 , 000 ' and two ( 2 )  attempted to trail the last squadron in the group format ion 
but were driyen off by the escort as they climbed to trail the format ion. 

B. FLAK. This group experienced moderate ,  inaccurate , heavy flak at the 
target ,  and no other flak was The only report which treats of flak were 
observed at the target. Some of these bursts were 5000  feet  above the fornat i on .  
After the bursts there was a white  cloud that d i d  not disperse and i t  appeared 
as if ' there was a tail of smoke to the burst. 

II. SIGNIFIGANT OBSERVATIONS 

A. LAND . ILLEGIBLE 

B. AIR .  None. 

c .  WATER. None. 

III. CONCLUSION. 

A .  Total Losses. 

B .  Damages. None. 

None . 

C. Victories , None. 

We will later attempt to locate the missing miss i on reports , but right 
now we must go to press. I do not know what happened here. geo. 

I . TARGET 

2J 

ATTACK ON V I ENNA/LOBAU OIL  REFINERY 
20 FEBRUARY 1945 

The  n e u t ra l i z at i o n of  t h e  S i l e s i a n a n d  P o l i s h  synthet i c  p l a nt s  a n d  c r ude  o i l 
refi ne r i es by t h e  a d v a n ce of  t h e  R u s s i a n  a rm i e s  a n d  t h e  i mmobi l i z a t i on o f  t h e  g i a n t  
synth et i c p l a n t  at  BRUX , f i r s t  by the Pathfi nder attack o f  the F i fteenth Ai r Force o� 25 
December and then by the h i g h ly successfu l n i ght att a ck by RAF Bomber Command on t h e  n i ght 
of  16  J a n u a ry ,  left  the comp l e x  o f  c r ude  o i  1 re f i ne r i es at  V I ENNA  the most important 
ta rgets w i t h i n  range of I ta ly-based bombers . The l a rgest of t he se  p l a n t s , MOO S B I ERBAUM 
was put out of act i on by two successfu l attacks in  February ,  and was not expected t o  res ume 
a ny ope rat i ons at least unt i l the l atter part of the mon t h .  

T h u s , the  LOBAU r e f i n e ry emerged a s  t h e  o i l t a rget of  f i r s t  pr i o r i ty . Severe Jy 
damaged by succes s i ve aeri a l  b l ows du r i n g  the s p r i n g  and summer of  1 944 , the usu a l f ra nt i c  
repa i r efforts  of  t h e  Germans  s u cceeded i n  r e hab i l i t a t i n g  t h e  p l a n t . W ith  estima�ed 
gaso l i ne output of 3 , 200 t o n s  a month , i t  was t u r n i n g o ut  h a l f  of t h e  t o t a l g a s o l i n e 
p roduct i o n  of  t h e  V I ENNA  a rea . I t s  importance was i n creas i ng dai ly as i t  became evi dent 
that every ton of gaso l i ne from th i s  a rea wou l d  be requi red by the German a rmy t o  meet t h e  
r ap i d ly deve l o p i n g  t h re a t  f rom t h e  S e co n d  a n d  T h i rd U k r a i n i a n  a rm i e s  mas sed  i n  t h e  
Hunga r i an  p l a i n  a n d  ready to  move fo l l owi ng the fa l l  o f  BUDAPEST .  
I I .  EXECUTION OF  THE ATTACKS 

Between 1 3 0 2  a n d  1 3 26 hours on 20 Februa ry , 50 B-17 s of the 2nd  and 99th Bombardment 
Groups dropped 592 x 500 lb GP bombs ( 148 tons )  wi th mi xed .0 1 and .025 t a i l fuzi ng , on the 
t a rget  f rom a l t i t udes  vary i ng from 23 ,500 to  26 ,000 feet . Both v i su a l  and offset methods 
of s i gh t i n g  were uti l i zed . 

T he  s t ri ke  was  u n opposed  by e nemy a i r c r a ft . F l a k  was  o n ly moderate ,  desp ite  the 
p resence of over 300 heavy guns i n  the V I ENNA a re a ,  i n d i c at i n g  t h at t�e s u s t a i ned  h e a vy 
a s s au l t s  on  V I ENNA- - f i v e maj o r  st ri kes i n  e i ght days--have had a seri ous effect on enemy 
defenses . A smoke s creen was i n  ope rat i o n ,  but not effect i v e .  The re were no  losses . 
I I  I • RE SUL TS 

The  att a ck was  o u t s t a nd i n g l y  s u c ces s fu l ,  re s u l t i n g i n  severe damage to the boi le r  
house , v i rtua l  destruct i on of  the d i st i l l at i on u n i t  p ump  h ou s e ,  t h e  f ra c t i o n a t i n g  t owe r 
p ro bab ly h i t ,  and seri ous damage t o  tan kage and rai l s i d i ngs . The p l �nt i s  i noperab le  and 
i s  n ot expected to  resume p roduct i on for at least two months ,  and possi b ly longe r .  

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 4 March 1 945 - WW. M/Y, HUNGARY --
I .  ENEMY RES IS TANCE 

A. Fighters No enemy aircraft were observed or encountered on today ' s  mission. 

B. F l ak No f lak was encountered on today ' s  mission. S l ight ,  inaccurate heavy flak 
w as observed at 46/1 7 ,  1 6/14. Slight , inaccurate ,  heavy flak was observed at Nagy Kanizza 
(46/27, 1 7/00 ). 

I I .  S I GN I F I CANT OBSERVA T I ONS 

A. L and : 1 223 hours ,  2 3 , 000 ft - 47/1 8 ,  1 7/00--train o f  30 cars headed south 
1 250 hrs , 22 , 400 ft - 44/1 6 ,  1 7/24--L/S vacant. 
1 25 5  hrs , 2 5 , 000 ft - 46/25 , 17/20--l arge truck convoy headed east. 
1 324 hrs,  2 2 , 000 ft - L/G at 47/22 ,  1 7/00--no A/C visible. 
1 324 hrs,  22 , 000 ft - M/Y at 47/ 1 6 ,  1 7/1 8--200 cars in yard. 
1 447 hrs , 2 1 ,700 ft - 45/45 , 1 8/58--A/D--no A/C present. 
1 450  hrs , 22 , 1 00 ft - 45/20 , 1 6/23--300 cars in M/Y. 

B. Air : A/C #70 1  was in  trouble with #3 and 4 engines feathered at 1 432 hours ,  at 
46/2 2 ,  1 6/33""; trailing formation on course at 1 0 , 000 feet. Heard #701 call on V.H. F. ,  said 
he was headed for Zara. 

c .  

D .  
Smoke Screens : 1 230 hours ,  24 , 500 ft , 47/1 6 ,  1 6/38--Smoke screen,  S/1 0  coverage. 

Flak Locations : 46/17, 1 6/14-SOI-N;  46/27 , 17/00-5- I -N. 
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1 1 1. CONCLUS IONS : 

A. Losses : 1 • 
2. 
3. 

Flak :  None 
F ighters : None 

B .  

c .  

Others: 

Damages: None 

Victories: None 

One A/C missing ( A/C #701 ) --mechanical trouble 
One man dead ( oxygen failure)  

D. Correct ions t o  t e l ephone mission  report : A/C #701 listed as having landed at 
friendly field ,  Zara ,  from pil ot's report that field was sighted and a landing was going to 
be made 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPOR T :  
MISSION : 8 March 1 945-- M/Y , HUNGARY 
1. ENEMY RES I S TANCE 

------

P H I L I P  M. PH IL IPS 
Major , Air Corps 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp ( H )  

A .  

B .  
Fighters: No enemy a/c were observed or encountered on today ' s  mission. 

Flak:  This Group encountered no flak on today's mission. 

I I. S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT IONS 

A. Land:  1 2 1 8-2 1 , 000', 44/40N , 1 6/1 3E , 6 a/c a/c--no landing strip. 
1 236 - 23 , 1 00', 45/22N, 1 6/22E , Sisak ,  several large warehouses , several trains. 
1 425 - 20 , 600', 42/0 1 N ,  16/32E , small factory in operation. 
1 430 - 2 5 , 000', 47/26N , 1 6/33E , extremely large dirt runway and taxi  strip--no a/c 
5 miles SW of  here a short r unway--no a/c. 

B. Air : None 

C. Water : None --
D. Flak Positions: 47/20N , 1 7  /29E , S-H observed. 

E. Smoke Screens : None 

1 1  I. CONCLUS ION 

Total Losses : None 
Damage: None 

A .  
B .  
C .  
D .  

Victories: None 
Corrections on telephone mission report : None. 

SPECIAL NARRATI VE REPORT 
MISSION : 9 March 1 945--Bruck M/Y , AUSTRIA  

I. ENEMY RES I STANCE 

A. F ighters : No E/A were observed or encountered on today's �ission. 

B. Flak_ : No flak was encountered on today ' s  mission. 

I I. S IGN I F ICANT OBSERVAT I ONS 

A. Land: 1 302 - 24 , 000', M/Y , 45/55N,  1 4/22E , 275 cars. 
1 330 - 26 , 000 ' , 47/22N,  1 2/37E , M/Y , 200 cars 
1 340 - 25 , 000' , 46/36N , 1 4/00E , M/Y , 200 cars 
1 450 - 22 , 000', M/Y , 44/37N , 1 5/61 E ,  500 cars 
1 5 1 1  - 27 , 600', M/Y , 44/05N , 1 4/30E , 200 cars 
1 51 8  - 2 3 , 500', L/S at 45/43N,  1 4/1 3E , no E/A. 
1 541 - 26 , 000' , L/S at 45/55N ,  1 4/1 8E,  no E/A 

visible. 

B. Water : 1 235 - 1 9 , 000', 44/03N , 1 5/09E , two ( 2 )  fast moving vessels ,  M/V ,  heading 
West , knots .. 
1 307  - 23 , 200 ' , 45/1 8N , 1 4/28[ , 1 M/V also  2 small  boats  anchored at dock,  also docks 
appeared to be loaded with supplies. 

2 S  

C. Air :  1435  - 2 3 , 500', target area (Bruck ) B-1 7  seen at 1 200 feet , headed South. 

D .  
E .  

Smoke Screens:  None 

F lak Positions:  None 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS 

Total Losses: None 
Damage: None 
Victories: None 

A .  
B .  
C .  
D .  Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION :  1 0  March 1 945 - VERONA/PAROMA MY , BRIDOR , I TALY 

I. ENEMY RES I STANCE 

A. F ighters :  No  enemy A/C were encountered or observed on  today ' s  mission. 

B. F l a k :  T h is  group  encountered moderat e ,  inaccurate , heavy flak at the target. 
The  f lak �mostly  of  t r ac ing type  with  some barr age. I t  was fai r l y  accurate as to 
altitude but deflection was off. The flak was encountered for about two minutes. None o f  
our aircraft were damaged. 

I I. S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT IONS 

A. Land :  1 425 hrs - 2 5 , 000 ft - L/S at 45/1 6 5 ,  1 0/07 - no A/C v isible. 
1 435  hrs-20 , 000 ft - S L/S at 44/54 , 1 0/02 - no A. C visible 
1452  hrs - 1 9 , 000 ft - heavy traffic on highway SW of Bologna at 44/1 2 ,  1 1 /00. 

B. Se a :  1 400 hrs - 23 , 500 ft - 1 large M/V at 45/27 , 1 2/1 8 - 2 large M/V at 45/28, 
1 7/1 6 ( Mostre Harbor ) 

C .  Flak Locations : 8-1 0 guns at 1 2/14 N-0 ,  on target chart 4-1 95-NA. 

D. Smoke Screens : None 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
B .  
C .  
D .  

1 9 , 000 ft 

Losses : None 
Damage: None 
Victories : None 
Correct ions to 
at Vog M Y 

SPECIAL NARRA T I VE REPORT 

tele hone mission reports :  
weather alternate. 

A/C #99 dropped 3 tons at 1 508 hrs at 

MISSION : 1 2  march 1 945 - FLORISDORF 0/R , V IENNA, AUSTRIA 

I. ENEMY RES I STANCE 

A. Fighter s :  N o  E/A were observed o r  encountered on today ' s  mission. 

B. F l ak :  this  Group  att acked the  t arget  in  two waves. The 1 st wave encountered 
s l igh t ,  i n accurat e ,  heavy flak. This flak was encountered while on the rally  after bombs 
had been dropped and was accurate in altitude , but inaccurate in deflection. The 2 nd wave  
encountered  moder ate ,  accurat e ,  heavy flak. This flak was also encountered while on  the 
rally  after bombs had been dropped. The flak was predominantly of  tracking type, but there 
was some b ar r ag e  type  flak. T h e  f lak encountered by the  2nd  wav e was accurate as to 
altitude and deflection and 7 aircraft sustained flak damage , 3 s ust aining major  damag e ,  
and 4 sustaining minor  damage. T h e  f l ak encountered , apparently  was from the city of 
Vienna proper rather than the immediate target area. 

I I. S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVA T I ONS 

A. Land : 1 1 50 - 2 1 , 000 ' , ( 47/1 0N , 1 4/45E ) Seltweg M/Y , 300 plus cars. 
- 2 1 , 000', 47/1 2N ,  1 4/36E , Zeltwez A/D 9 U/I A/C. 1 1 50 

1 200 
1 220 
1 33 5  -

- 47/1 2N ,  1 4/47 E ,  A/D , no a/c. 

8. 

46/50N , 1 5/30E , L eibmitz M/Y , 300 plus cars. 
23 ,000 ' , 45/54N , 1 8/39[ , Zabreb , Lj ubilana ,  400 plus cars in M/Y along tracks. 

Water :  1 31 8  - 2 3 , 800 ,  46/50N , 1 5/33[ , 8 barges on  river near Graz. 



C .  Air : 2 5 , 000 ' , 4 5/ 1 DN , 1 5/33E , 1 8-1 7 ,  one engine smoking b adl y ,  t r aili ng 
formation.---Ywo chutes seen to come out of the aircraft at this point . 
1 332 - 24 , 000 ' , 45/55N ,  1 5/35E , lone 8-24 seen at 1 5 , 000 ' , heading 1 8 0  degrees , was in  no  
apparent difficulty . 
1 4 1 5  - 1 2 , 000 ; , 44/00N , 1 5/22E , SE/AC seen on ground ,  appeared to have crash landed. 

D. Flak Locations: Bruk - 47/25N , 1 5 1 5E ,  S-N-observed 
Graz , 47/0BN , 1 5/25E , S-N observed 
Gelje ,  46/1 3N ,  1 6/1 3E , S-N , observed 
45/57N,  1 5/31 [ ,  S-N , observed 

I I I .  CONCLUSION 

A .  
8 .  
c .  
D .  

Total Losses : None 
Damage:  From F l ak :  7 ( 3  major , 4 minor ) 
Victories: None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report :  None .  

SPECIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MISSION: 1 3  March 1945 - REGENSBERG M/Y , GERMANY 
I .  ENEMY RES I S TANCE 

A .  Fighters : No enemy aircraft were encountered on today ' s  mission . 

B .  Flak:  This Group encountered no flak on today ' s  mission . Sligh t ,  heavy flak was 
observed in the target area but was not encountered as it was approximately 5 miles away . 

I I .  SIGNIF ICAN T OBSERVAT I ONS 

A. L and : 1 2 1 7  - 1 9 . 300 ' , M/Y ,  46/03N ,  1 4/30E , 200 cars 
1 220 - 21 , 000', M/Y , 46/1 0N , 1 3/37E , 3 50 cars 
1 230 - 20 , 000 ' , M/Y , Villach , 46/35N ,  1 3/5De , 200 cars 
1 256 - 20 , 000 ' ,  M/Y , 47/20N , 1 2/47 E ,  300 cars 
1400 - 20 , 000', M/Y , 47/1 3N ,  1 4/47E , 200 cars 
1 405 - 1 9 , 500', 48/06N , 1 3/43E , train of 50 to 60 cars heading West 
1 405 - 2 1 , 500 ' , M/Y , 48/1 0N ,  1 4/01 E ,  300 cars 
1 4 1 0  - 2 1 , 000 ' , L inz M/Y , 600 cars in East yards . Central yards empty 

B .  Air :  1 1 38 - 1 5 , 750 ' , 44/1 9N , 1 5/03E , a/e a/c on ground , apparently crash landed.  

C .  Flak Locations : None 

I I I .  CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
B .  
c .  
D .  

Total Losses : None 
Damage : None 
V ictories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None . 

SPECIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
M ISS ION 1 4  March 1945 - ALMASFUZI TO R/R , HUNGARY 

I .  ENEMY RESIS TANCE 
A .  F ighters :  No  enemy a/c were observed or  encountered on\today ' s  mission . 

B .  F l ak :  Moderate,  inaccurate ,  heavy flak was encountered over the primary target , 
A lmasfuzi� The  f lak was inaccurate as to altitude and deflection . F lak was of  barrage 
type . 

T he  s quadrons  dropped on Weiner  Neustadt , and s l ight , i n accurate ,  heavy flak was 
encountered . Just a few bursts were observed and they were inaccurate as to a l t it ude and 
deflection . 

I I .  SIGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT I ONS 

A. L and :  1 306 - 36 , 000 ' , 47/1 DN , 1 4/45E , M/Y Zeltweg , 300 to 400 cars in M/Y . 
1 2 06 - 26 , 000 ' ,  47/ 1 8N , 1 4/50E , M/Y E m i l t e l f ie ld  - 1 00 p l us cars ;  47/1 2N ,  1 4/41 E ,  M/Y 
Flinsdorf - 1 00 plus cars 
1 3�0 - 26 , 000 ' , L/S , 47/1 2N ,  14/45E , 4 a/e a/c . 

8 .  Air:  None 

t 
' 

I 
I 

I I I .  

C .  Flak Positions : 

CONCLUSIONS 

A .  Total Losses : None 

'2 7  
48/12N ,  1 7/03E - observed 
47/44N , 1 4/ 10E - observed 
Almasfuzito 

B .  Damage : From F lak - 1 ( minor ) 
2 wounded ( sl ight ) 

C .  
D .  

Victories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report :  None 

SPEC IAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MISSION:  1 5  March 1 945 - SYN OIL  PLAN T ,  GERMANY ---------- ----
1 .  ENEMY RES I S TANCE 

A .  Fighters : No E/AC were encountered or observed on today ' s  mission . 

B .  F l ak : Mode r a t e ,  fai r l y  accur at e ,  heavy  flak was encountered over the primary 
target . This flak was primarily  of  the tracing type. F lak was accurate as to altitude and 
fairly accurate as to deflection . 

One wave of  this Group attacked Kelin ,  the  1 st alternate .  At  this 
target , flak encountered was moderate ,  accurate and heavy .  This  f lak was  accur ate  as  t o  
altitude and deflection and was of  tracing type. 

Ten ( 1 0 )  aircraft sustained minor flak damage on today ' s  mission . 
F l ak was a lso  observ ed at 50/4 2 N ,  1 6/1 0E . F l ak was encountered by the 1 st wave at 

47/22N , 1 5/02E ; this flak was slight , accurate ,  heavy , and flak  was also  encountered at 
50/52N , 1 4/50E , and this flak was slight , accurate and heavy . 

I I .  S I GN I F I CANT OBSERVA T I ONS  

A .  Land : · 1 1 20 - 1 1 , 000 ' ,  M/Y at  45/22N,  1 4/20E , 300 cars 
1 235 - 1 9 , 000 ,  L/S at 47/1 2N ,  1 4/50E , v acant 
1 245 - 2 5 , 000,  M/Y , 48/03N ,  1 4/ E ,  300 cars 
1 257 - 25 , 000 , M/Y , 40/45N ,  1 4/YYE , 350 cars 
1 300 - 26 , 600 ,  M/Y , 42/3 1 N ,  1 4/--E , 800 cars 
1 300 - 26 , 000 , M/Y , 48/30N , 1 8/ 10E ,  250 cars 
1 300 2 3 , 000 , M/Y , 48/ N ,  1 4/ E ,  6 trains of 75 cars apiece 
1 3 1 5  25 , 500,  M/Y , 48/47N , 14/49E , 200 cars 
1 3 1 9  - 24 , 000 ,  1 50 tents in area.  
1 31 3  1 9 , 000 , M/Y , 50/02N , 1 5/1 1 E ,  200 cars 
1 3-- - 2 5 , 600 , 50/04N ,  1 4/50E , l arge barracks area 
1427 2 5 , 000 , M/Y , 50/45N , 1 4/--E , 200 cars 
1 500 - 23 , 500 ,  M/Y ,  40/40N , 1 4/-- E ,  3 trains of 80 cars each,  and 1 50 cars in yards 
1 52 1  20 , 000 , M/Y 40/--N , 1 4/--E , 300 cars in each M/Yd .  

B .  Air : 141 5 - 2 5 , 000 ' , 5 1 /1 2 N ,  1 4/--E , B-1 7  exploded - 6 to 9 chutes seen. 
1 4 1 6  - 25 , 000 ' , 51 /1 0 N ,  1 5/00E ,  1 a/e a/c seen going down in flames . 1 parachute seen .  
1 445 - 2 5 , 000 ' , 1 B-17  down in flaiiies of  Kelin - 6 chutes seen . 
1 450 - 8-1 7 losing altitude fast at 5 1 /--N , 1 4/1 2E - 8 chutes seen . 

III. 

C .  Smoke Screens:  None 

D .  Flak Positions : 
47/22N , 1 5/05E 
50/54N ,  1 4/50E 
50/42N ,  1 5/10E 

S-A-N 
S-A-N 

- M-A-N 

CONCLUS IONS 

A .  
B .  
C .  
D .  

Total Losses: None 
Damage : F rom F lak - 1 0  ( minor ) ;  2 wounded ( s l ight ) 
Victories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None. 
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SPECIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MISSION: 16 March 1945 - FLORI SDORF 0/R, VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

I .  ENEMY RESI STANCE 

A. Fighters : No enemy a/c were encountered on today's mission. 

B. F lak : T his  group encountered intense, accurate, heavy flak over the primary 
target. This flak was encountered for about 5 minutes, commencing while the planes were on 
the bomb run and lasting unt il  after the bombs had been dropped. Flak was of barrage type 
before the target and after the target was of tracinq type. 29 A/C sustained flak damages, 
13 major and 16 minor damages. The second wave encountered moderate to intense, accurate, 
heavy flak at Graz. This flak was of barrage type, was encountered for about two minutes. 

I I. SIGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT I ONS 

A. Land : 1 15 5  hrs - 22, 000 ft - 300 cars in M/Y at 46/04, 14/34 
1 21 5  hrs - 22,000 ft - string of RR cars outside of M/Y on siding, 2 miles long at 46/46, 
14/29. 
1 2 1 5  hrs - 23,000 ft - 20 S/E A/C on A/D at 47/10, 14/45. 
1220 hrs - 24,000 ft - 47/1 1, 14/45 - L/S vacant. 
1300 hrs - 24, 900 · ft - 48/ 2 5, 1 5/30 - appeared to be a military barracks area, about 120 
buildings. 

B. Water : 1307 hrs � 225, 000 ft - Neu Kirchen 47/44, 1 6/08 - Large number of barges 
along banks of Danube River. 

C. Air : 
10,000 ft.-

1424 hrs - 20,000 ft - 46/00, 14/48 - 7 unidentified T/E A/C going north at 

D. Flak Locations :  TC - 14-41 A-HA ( G/H)-(9/11 ) ;  Graz 1-A-N 

E .  Smoke Screens : 1324 hrs - 1 5  smoke pots on west side of r iver in target area. 
I naffective cover. 
1250 hrs - 2 5, 000 ft - 46/26, 15/47, Krens, heavy smoke cover. 
1 306 hrs - 24, 700 ft - 48/41, 1 5/33 - Moosbierbaum. 

I II. CONCLUSIQNS 

A .  
B .  
C .  
D .  

Losses : None 
Damages : Flak:  29 (13 major, 16 minor ) ;  1 man slightly wounded by flak. 
Victories : None. 
Corrections to T�lephone Mission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRAT IVE REPORT 
MISSION : 1 9  March 1945 - LANDSHUT M/Y , GERMANY 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A .  

B .  

Fighters :  No enemy aircraft were encountered on today's mission. 

F lak : No flak was encountered on today's mission. 

I I .  SIGNIF I CANT OBSERVAT IONS 

A. Land : 1225 - 17, 000 ', 45/01 N, 18/03E, train of 30 cars heading west. 
1 242 - 1B,TI"o'5'7 A/D, 45/40, 1 4/55  vacant 
1255  - 1 9, 000, 300 cars in M/Y at 44/05, 14/30. 
1305 - 18, 000, 400 cars in M/Y, 46/47, 14/21 
1310 - 18,000, 600 cars in M/Y, 48/45, 14/22 
1320 - 17, 000, 47/20, 1 2/45, 200 cars in M/Y 
1321 - 1 7, 200, A/D, 46/36, 14/20, 3 a/e a/c 
1345 - 16,000, A/D, 47/22, 12/50, vacant 
1350 - 1 9, 500, M/Y, 47/52, 12/08, 300 cars 
1404 - 15, 900, 42/10, 1 4/01, 500 cars in M/Y 
1408 - 1 7, 500, 42/04, 12/14, bridge under construction 
1410 - 18, 000, A/D, 44/10, 1 4/05, 1 5  U/1 a/c 
1 445 - 1 7, 000, A/D, 48/08, 1 3/--, vacant 
1 505 - 16, 000, 48/08, 14/00, bridge under construct ion 
1508 - 17, 000, 47/50, 12/--, 3 bridges under construction 
1525 - 16,000, 300 cars in M/Y, 46/1 5, 1 6/--
1530 - 16,000, A/D, 47/11, 14/44, A/D, 12 t/e a/c 

B. Water : None 

C. Smoke Sc reens : 
these places. 

2400 - Mun i ch ; Slazburg; Resenhein. Effective smoke screens at 

II I .  CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
B .  
c .  
D .  

Total Losses : None 
Victories : None 
Damage : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRAT IVE REPORT 
MISSION : 20 March 1945 - KDRNENBURG 0/R , AUSTRIA 
I .  ENEMY RESIS TANCE 

PHIL IP  M. PHIL IPS 
Major, Air Corps 
S-2, 99th Bomb Gp (H)  

/ 
A. Fighter s :  There were no encounters with enemy a/c on today's mission. Three ( 3 )  

E A C  were ·observed at 1 331 hours, an ME210 and a JUBB were observed at 18, 000 feet, at 
47/53N, 1 4/28[, 8, 000 feet below our format ion. T hese a/c were headed away from our 
formation at 1 70 degrees. At 1534 hours an ME210 was observed at 4B/14N, 1 4/5DE. This a/c 
passed under the formation and made no attempt to attack. 

B. �: . T hi s  Group encountered moderate·, accurate, heavy flak at the target. The 
f�ak was predominantly of the  t racking t ype. T he flak was encountered for about two 
minutes �nd started right at the target. Five ( 5 )  aircraft sustained flak damage, 3 minor 
and 2 maJor damag�. At 46/27N, 1 6/32E, slight, accurate, heavy flak was encountered. This 
flak was of tracking type. One a/c was hit at this location and is  lost.  T his  flak was 
encountered by t he Able box of the 2nd  wave, and was also r eported as observed by the 
Charley box of the 1 st wave. 
I I .  SI GN I F ICANT OBSERVAT IONS 

A .  Land :  1256 - 23,000, M/Y, 300 cars - Ljubijana, 46/04, 1 4/32 
1348 
1 400 
1443 -
1 500 

27,800, 48/46, 14/50, 350 cars in M/Y 
28, 000, 400 �ars - several long trains moving N/W at 48/08, 1 6/30 
24,000, 47/26, 1 7/01, ,M/Y Repezelak - 220 cars 
22, 000, 45/46, 16/26, Zagreb, 250 cars in M/Y. 5 UI/AC on I/S 

B. Water : 1520 - 1 6, 000 ' ,  45/32, 16/22 7 barges heading N/E on Sava River. 

Moosbi�rba�;�ke Screens : 1 33 0  - Linz, effective smoke screen. 1 440 - smoke screen over 

I II. CONCLUSIONS 

A. Total Losses : From Flak - 1 
B • Damage : From Flak - 5 ( 3  minor - 2 major ) ;  1 wounded ( slight ) C. Victor ies : None. 
D. Correct ions on T elephone Mission Report : seen instead of none as reported. 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION 21 March 1 945 - FLORISDORF 0/R , VIENNA , AUSTRIA 

I .  ENEMY RESI STANCE 

Line No. 1 2  should read 3 enemy a/c 

a/c were encountered on today ' s  mission. Five ( 5 )  
At 141 0 hours, 1 FW190 was observed at 42/20N, 16/20E, at 20,000 

in color. It flew behind and level with our formation for about 

A. Fighter s :  
enemy a/c were observed. 
feet. This a/c was black 
20 minutes. 

At 1 5 0 0  hours, an ME109  was observed at 45/57N, 17/24E. This a/c passed under the 
B-17 formation and was heading north. At 1 2 2 2  hours, an ME410 was obser ved at 4B/20N, 
1 5 /1 2 [ .  T his  plane passed 5,000  feet below the B-1 7  formation, heading in the opposite 
direction. 

At 1 400 hours, 2 JU88s were observed. 
and were heading North, at 44/20N, 1 6/20E. 

T hese a/c were well below the B-17 formation 



8. Flak : Moderat e ,  inaccurat e ,  h eavy flak was encountered at the primary target. 
This flak� accurate as to altitude but off as to deflect ion. T he flak was encountered 
about one minute before bombs away and lasted for about 3 minut es. the flak was of barrage 
and tracking type. 

Moderat e ,  accurate , heavy flak was encountered over Gyer. This flak was encountered 
by the lead squadron of the 2nd wave. This flak was very accurate and was of the tracking 
type. 

Slight , inaccurat e , heavy flak was encount e red at 46/24N , 1 6/39E. This flak was 
fairly accurat e as to alt itude but off in deflection , and was of the tracking type. 

Seven (7 ) aircraft sustained flak damage on today ' s  mission, 5 minor, and 2 major 
damage. 

I I .  SIGNIFI CANT OBSERVATI ONS 

A. Land : 1205 - 22 , 000' , 47/41 , 17/22 ,  I /S, no a/c visible 
1210 - 29, 000 , 47/20 ,  17/-- , A/D Papa , no a/c visible 

1 3/11 - 27 , 400 , 47/49 , 17/20 , A/D, no a/c visible 

1 31j5  - 27 , 000 , 47/44, 17/-- , A/D, no a/c present 
1 3 1 9  - 27 , 000 ,  47/22 ,  17/--,  A/D , 3 a/e a/c 

B. Water: 1229 - 29, 000 , 48/25 ,  1 5/1 3 ,  50/60 barges in Danube 

C. A i r :  1241  - 2 0 , 000 , 1 UX/-- A/C ,  b lack  markings-slight eliptical wings, low 
wing, at 4TI?f8, 18/20. 

D .  Flak Locations: 46/-- ,  1 6/0--,  S- I-N ,  -�--N-A-S 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
B .  
c .  
D .  

Total Losses :  None 

Damage : From Flak 7 ( 2  major-5 minor) 
Victories: None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATI VE REPORT 

PHILIP M. PHILIPS 
Major ,  Air Corps 
S-2 ,  99th Bomb Gp ( H )  

MISSION:  22 March 1 945 - Ruhland OIL REFINERY , GERMANY 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. Fighters : Four enemy A/C were observed on today's mission , but there were no 
encounters. At 1230 hours at 2 6 , 000 feet , in the target area , 3 ME 210s were observed 1 500 
yards out at the 6 O'clock position. These aircraft made no passes at the formation. 1 Me 

109 w�s observed at 47/1 1 ,  14/49. this A/C was head ing north at 1 5 , 000 feet and was 
approximately 1500 yards out from the formation. I t  was a greenish gray color. 

B. Fl�k :  This group encountered intense , accurat e , heavy flak over the primary 
t arget. Th is  flak was e�countered approximately five minutes before bombs were dropped , 
and lasted for about one minu�e after bomb away. The flak was of barrage and tracking type 
and was _accurat e as �o a l t itude and deflec t ion. Seven aircraft sustained flak damage , 
three maJor and four minor flak damage. Sl ight , inaccurate , heavy flak was encount ered at 
5 1 /00 , 34/40. this flak was encountered j ust aft er the rally and was inaccurate as to 
altitude and deflect ion. 

I I. SIGN IF I CANT OBSERVATIONS 

A. Land : 1050 hrs, 19, 000 ft - 6 unidentified A/C on A/D 47/ 1 2 ,  1 4/35 
1 127 hrs, 23 , 000 ft 300 cars in M/Y , 48/46 , 15/02 
1 1 1 3  hrs, 2 2 , 000 ft 2 50 cars in M/Y , 47/57 , 14/46 
1129 hrs, 23 , 000 ft 400 cars in M/Y , 48/40 , 1 4/50 
1148 hrs, 2 5 , 000 ft 300 cars in M/Y , 49/26 , 15/1 3 
1202 hrs, 24 , 000 ft 400 cars in M/Y , 50/0 5 ,  14/35 
1203 hrs, 2 5 , 000 ft 450 cars in M/Y , 50/1 0 ,  18/02 
1219 hrs , 2 5 , 000 ft 300 cars in M/Y ,  50/54, 14/50 
1350 hrs, 22 , 000 ft - 15-20 unidentified A/C on A/D 47 /26 , 18/06 
1355  hrs, 2 5 , 000 ft - 300 cars in M/Y ,  47/ 1 2 ,  14/43 

3 1  

B .  Water : 1 340 hrs , 22 , 000, 48/1 1 ,  1 5/08, 2 large river boats docked south bank of 
Danube. 

C. Smoke Screens : Effective smoke screen over ent ire target area, heavy , gray smoke 

to 8 , 000 ft. 1110 hrs , 22 , 000 ft effective smoke screen forming over Linz, 42/0 5 ,  14/40. 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS 

A. Losses : None 
B. Missing: 1 (called leader and gave code word for 
C. Damage : 7 from flak ( 3  major, 4 minor) 
D. Wounded : 2 men were wounded slightly from flak 
E. Victories : None. 
F. Corrections to Telephone Mission Report : None 

SPECI AL NARRATIVE REPORT 
M I SSION: 23 March 1945 - RUHLAND 0/R , GERMANY 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

heading for Russia) 

A. Fighters : No E/A/C were observed or. encountered on today's mission. 

B. Flak : this group encounter ed moderate to  intense , fairly accurate heavy flak 
over the target on today ' s  m ission. The flak was of barrage and tracking type, and was 
accurate as to altitude but mostly inaccurate as to deflection. The flak was encountered 
for approx imately 5 minutes,  primarily on the rally. 8 aircraft sustained flak damage , 2 
major and 6 minor damage. The flak was reported to be spread over large area around the 
target. Sl ight , inaccurate, heavy flak was encountered at 51/1 2 ,  1 4/20. This flak was of 
tracking type and was off as to deflection and altitude. 

1 1. SIGNIFI CANT OBSERVATIONS 

Cannot read 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
B .  
c .  
D .  
E .  

Victories : None 
Losses : None 
Missing: 1 a/c , #--- called and gave code word for heading to Russia 
Damage : 8 a/c from flak ( 2  major , 6 minor ) 
Corrections to Telephone Mission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRAT IVE REPORT 
MISSION : 24 March 1 945 - DAIMLER BENZ TANK ASSEMBLY PLANT , BERL IN ,  GERMANY 

I .  E NEMY RESISTANCE 
A. Fighters: Approximately eleven Me 2G2s were encountered on today ' s  mission. The 

E/A/C were encountered while the formation was on the bomb run, at 1231 hours. The tactics 
of the Me 262s varied , but no more than one pass was reported made by any fight er. three 
E/A/C made an attac k ,  coming in  3 abreast from 6 o'clock low, and breaking away over the 
top of the formation at 5 o ' clock level. Six E/A/C were reported as making attacks singly 
against one squadron. T he A/C  attacked in trail from 6 o ' clock high, breaking aw�y at 3 
o ' clock . They pressed their attack to within 300 feet of the formation. Two Me 262s made 
an attack from 8 o ' clock level, continuing on through the formation, and then pulling up in 
a steep vertical climb. Markings on these jet aircraft were reported as red bands around 
the nose and tail, and some having a red band around the fuselage. The A/C were dark color 
on top and grayish color underneath. Five Me 1 09s were observed in the target area , but 
these a/c made no passes at our formation. 

B. Flak : this group encountered moderate to intense , accurate, heavy flak at the 

t arget. This flak was of barrage and tracking type and was accurate as to altitude and 
deflect ion. The flak was encountered for approximately two minutes, commencing just before 
bombs were dropp ed ,  and cont inuing as the format ion rallied. En  route , flak was 
encountered at 46/15 ,  1 5/20. this flak was slight , inaccurat e , and heavy. Flak 
locat ions observed on the mission were at 51/33 , 12/00; 5 1 /17 , 1 4/05; 50/23 , 15/17; 51/-- , 
14/12. This flak was slight and heavy. Ten aircraft sustained flak damage over the 
target , 5 major and 5 minor. 



I I .  SIGN I F I CANT OBSERVA T I ONS 

Can ' t  read Not"" ca .-, I/ (9�.) 

I I I .  CONCLUS IONS 
Losses : None 
Victories : None 

A .  
8 .  
C .  Damage : F rom flak : 1 0  a/c ( 5  major , 5 minor ) ;  2 men received minor wounds from 

flak . 
D .  Corrections to  Telephone Mission Report : None. 

SPE CIAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
) MISSION:  25  march 1 945 - Prague. K(e/J (? ____ A/D, CZECHOSLOVAK I A  

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ighters :  No E/A Were observed or encountered on  today's mission . 

F l ak :  Sl ight inaccur ate ,  heavy  flak was encountered at th� target . th is flak 

w as 0

8
( barrage  and t r acking  type and was encountered for about one minute .  T h� flak was 

not encountered until bombs h ad been dropped . F l ak was inaccur ate  as t o  a l t itude and 

deflection and was scattered over a large area.  
This flak was Sl ight , inaccurate, heavy fla� was encountered at . , 

inaccurate as to deflection but fairly accurate as to altitude. 

I I .  S I GN IF ICANT OBSERVAT IONS 

Can ' t  read 

1 1 1 .  CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
8 .  
C .  
D .  

Total Losses : None 
Damage : None 
Victories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Missi2n Report : 

SPEC IAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
M I SSION :  26 March 1 945 - V IENER NEUSTADT RR YDS 

I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ighters:  None 
8 .  Flak :  None. 

I I .  S I GNIF ICANT O�SERVAT IONS 

None . 

A .  Land :  1 030 - 2 1 , 000', 47/02 , 1 5/20 , Graz M/Y , 230 cars 

1 0 30 2 1 , 000 ,  46/47 ,  1 5/32 , M/Y , 300 cars 

1 1 30 - 1 8 , 000 ,  A/D at 47/1 2 ,  1 4/1 5 ,  5 a/e a/c 
1 1 30 _ 1 8 , 000 , 47/1 3 ,  14/-- , Knittelfield - 300 cars in _M/Y 

1 1 38 _ 1 8 , 200 , 47/27 , 34/40 , large storage dump on _RR Just east of Wald 
f o f  two acres  on outskirts  o 

1 1 50 _ 1 8 , 00 0 ,  47/46 , 1 5/ 1 9 ,  supply  dump cover ing area  

Mar i azell . 

B .  
c .  
D .  
E. 

--/-- . 

Water : None 
Air : None 
Flak Locations : 
Smoke Screens : 

None .  / 1 056 - 20 , 000 ' , smoke pots j ust starting at �����-' -- -- ,  

I I I .  CONCLUS ION 

A .  
8 .  
c .  
D .  

Total . Losses : None 
Damage : None 
Victor ies : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : None . 

ERNEST F .  BALDW I N ,  JR.  
Capt ,  Air Corps 
Asst S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp ( H )  

.3 3  

SPEC IAL NARRAT I VE REPORT 
MISSION:  30 March 1 945  - V IENNA N. GOODS DEPO T , AUSTRIA  

1 .  ENEMY RE$I STANCE 

F ighters : No E/AC were seen on this mission. A .  

8 .  Flak:  The one A/C which went to the pr imary target reported only a few bursts of 
inaccurate�avy flak which caused no damage. 

T he  two ( 2 )  A/C which  bombed Graz  M/Y r eported no flak whi le  over the target . One 
crew however,  observed sl ight to moderate ,  heavy flak over the target area as they rallied. 
This flak apparently being fired at some other aircraft . 

I I .  S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVAT IONS :  None 

I I I .  CONCLUSIONS 

A .  
8 .  
C .  
D .  

Total Losses : None 
Damage :  None 
Victories : None 
Corrections on Telephone Mission Report :  None 

SPECIAL NARRAT IVE REPORT 
MISSION :  31 March 1 945 - L INZ MAIN STATION ,  AUSTRIA 
I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A .  F ighters : No E/AC were seen or encountered on today ' s  mission. 

8 .  F l ak :  S l igh t ,  i naccur ate ,  heavy flak was encountered at the target o n  today ' s  
m ission . th is  f l ak was fa i r l y  accurate  as to altitude but inaccurate as to deflection . 
F lak was primarily of  barrage type and was encountered for about two minutes ,  on  t he most 
part after bombs had been dropped . 

I I .  S IGN I F I CANT OBSERVA T I ONS 

A .  L and : 1 035 - 2 3 , 000', 45/5 7 ,  1 2/40 , 6 a/e a/c on I/S .  
8 .  Air : None 
C .  Water : 1 200 - 24 , 800 ' , 8 barges in Danube at 48/1 2 ,  1 5/1 3 .  

1 1 57 - 26 , 000', 20/30 barges on Danube at 48/01 , 1 4/-- . 
D .  Smoke Screens : 1 1 29 - smoke screen over Rosenhein - 47/5 2 ,  1 2/06 - 1 2  smoke pots 

observed. 
E .  Flak Locations : L inz - S-1-N 

I I I .  CONCLVSIONS 

A .  Total Losses : None 
B .  Damage: From flak - 2 ( 1  major - 1 minor ) 
C .  Victories : None 
D .  Corrections on Telephone Mission Report : Flak damage previously reported as none should be two (2). 1 minor damage and 1 major damage. 

from BOMBARDIERS , INC. 

PHIL I P  M .  PHIL IPS 
Major , Air Corps 
S-2 , 99th Bomb Gp ( H )  

George : . .  A t  this wri t i ng I have only 3 1  names o f  99th bombardiers ! 
Gotta do something about that . . .  Who in your organization will go through 

the roster, i dent i fy bombardiers and the ir addresses for me? . .  
E . C. "Ne d "  Humphreys , Jr. , Box 254, Eagle Harbor MI 49951 

Dear Ned; 
Since we have never asked any questions except for Squadron Number, 

and somet imes we do not even receive that , we will j ust have to rely on 
i nd ividuals to search the ir memories, take crayon in hand, and send the 
informat i on to you at BOMBARDIERS. Good luck, Ned. george 



E4 

L ET T E R S  

Apr il  21, 1987 

Dear George, 

Geo.--see i f  you can find out something about Donald Johnson, a 99th pilot who was 
" lost" about April 24, 1 944 on his 28th mission. A relative has been seek ing info. since 
'44 and can learn NOTHING ! 

' till we shut the engines off for 
the last time 

Dear C . D . : C.D. Boggs 

is 4 5  
get a 

I t  was good to meet you at Colorado Spri ngs . 

I f  you can give us Johnson ' s  home of 
years old ) we w i ll run it through the 
lead on him . geo. 

record ( neve r mind that i t  
pos tcard search and maybe 

******************************************************** 

Dear George: 

Scotty N. Neader 
829 6th.Ave No. 
Onalaska , WI. 54650 

As per your suggestion, I am writi ng a short synopsis of 

our mission over Maribor , Yugoslavia, Easter Sunday, April 

1, 1945. After 42 years, I finally received the PURPLE 

HEART and now I am trying to get the D.F.C. which I know 

my Pilot nominated me for ,  but since we cannot locate 

him, t he Dept. of t h e Air Force has denied me of  this aw

ard . The purpoi(e of t his recapitulation is multi-fold . 

To locate my pilot, the unknown co-pilot and anyone in the 

99th . that can shed some light on my problem. My Co-Pilot ,  

Capt. Marcus Williams, wh o unfortunately was not on t his 

mission , has d one everyt hing wit hin his power to help me 

and I shall never forget it.THE NOMINATION WAS MADE BUT 

LOST IN PROCESSING AND TH I S  I S  THE HONEST TRUTH ! 
******************************************************** 

MI SSI ON RECAP ' .  

DATE : Maribor, Yugoslavia East er Sunday, Aprill ,  1945 

TARGET:  Railroad Bridge 

FLAK : I ntense and very accurate 

RESULT:  One less bridge. 

ALTI TUDE : 23, 500 feet 

CREW : 1 .  Pilot-Lt. John E. Dodridge 
A.S.N. 0828107 

2. Co-Pilot-name unknown 

3 .  Nav.Dorris C. Beers 

4. Eng. Bill Donahue 

5. R .O.John Bather son 

6.L.W.Willis Simmons 

7.B.T.Julius Agnell 

8.R.W.Scotty N. Neader 

9.T.G. James Davis 

3 5  

I was instructed to toss out propaganda leaflets, delivered by the 

British, though the camera well starting about 4/5 minutes before 

the I.P. which I did. We started to take on flak long before the I.P. 

and as I kicked out some of the thousands of pamphlets, our plane 

was pushed up from the concussion of 8 flak bursts under the nose, 

right wing, side of fuselage and the side of the tail. ( The reason 

I know exactly where the flak bursts hit is that the left waist gun-

ner, S/Sgt. John McGlaughlin, snapped a picture exactly at the mom-

ent when we were hit by the flak and shows part of my left leg 

sticking out of the aircraft.) This is when my leg was caught in 
--- �� � wcu � � j;;� �� � 

well and my body was twisted from 6 o 'cloclock to 2 o' clock and I 

was facing my R.W. window. During the twisting motion, my oxygen 

hose disconnected as did my throat mike and heat suit connector. 

My first thought went back to the compression chamber at gunnery 

school. I was picked to disconnect my oxygen and start writing 

" Mary had a little Lamb etc." This was at 20, 000 feet and was to 

show the other gunners how fast the brain goes without oxygen. 

I knew what I had to do but with the terrible pain in my knee and 

my!88tside the fuselage, I had a helluva time getting my leg out 

of the well and time was not on my side. After extricating myself 

from the damn well, the first thing I did was find my oxygen hose 

then the heat suit cord and finally my throat mike and even thou

gh I was dizzy for a moment finished throwing out the propaganda 

leaflets. If you are wondering why the L.W. gunner did not help, 

I could not get his attention as he was sitting at the base of the 

plate under his window, flak suit and helmet on with his machine 

gun pulled close to his face. I limped back to my position and sat 

on our survival bag or whatever they called it. I never wore a 

flak jacket or a helmet; God was my protection. By this time we 

had to be on th� bomb run, I was not sure of the time lapse, and 

was amazed at the intensity of the flak all around the other 

squadrons. Some engines were on fire and others were feathered. 

This is when I looked at the radio room and noticed an eerie smoke 

coming out of the doorway. I immediately thought we were on fire. 

I could not find my walk around bottle, probably flung somewhere 

with all the turbulence, so I disconnected and found the B.T. 's  

bottle. I limped into radio room to find my R.O.slumped on his 

table. His oxygen tank had taken a direct schrapnel hit and I 

presumed it exploded in his face. I took off my right glove and 
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felt his right carotid artery-hardly any 

idea how long he had been without oxygen 

to the other side, sat him in an upright 

puls,e at all. I had no 
� 

so I pulledAbody across 

position and plugged him 

into a recepticle and turned the gauge to 100%.The pain in my .knee 

was getting worse so I pulled his chair next to him. I took my 

glove off again and checked his pulse which felt real good. I 

checked my bottle and damn, it was almost empty. It could not 

have been full when I plugged in so I had to get back to my pos

ition. I did all I could for John, pulse O.K., breathing O.K. , 

however, he never did open his eyes so he had no idea who saved his 

life. I moved slow-

ly back to my position and reconnected to my oxygen supply only this 

time I switched over to 1 00% until I felt my poor brain was getting 

plently of 02. I sat down, loosened my chute harness and ran my left 

hand down my left leg to the knee and felf' a very warm fluid. When I 

pulled my hand out it was covered with blood but there was nothing I 
it. 

could do aboutAat this time. I was lucky the flow of blood did not 

short out my heat suit. So I zipped up, got my harness hooked up and 

continued to look out my window. No Change-flak flak flak. Finally

bombs away- and I felt a little relief until I heard my engineer call 

my pilot to tell him that one bomb did not go out. I felt I was the 

best qualified to get rid of the bomb so I volunteered. What I did 

not know until just a few months ago when I heard from my engineer, 

Bill Donahue after 42 years, they had their problems on the bomb run 

too. They took a burst through the cockpit window and the unknown 

co-pilot took a piece of schrapnel in the shoulder, he was wearing 

a flak jacket, and my pilot was hit in the face with flying plexi

glass and bled profu:}Y ·  I never told anyone that I was wounded be

cause I knew my left knee was in real bad shape and if I told my 

pilot I was wounded I would have wound up at the 61st Hospital in 

Foggia, subsequent surgery and I would have lost my crew. Sounds 

very dumb but I am a very loyal person , We dropped out bf formation 

as we were nearing the Adriatic coast to a little below 10, 000 feet. 

I put my chute on to go forward to the bombay to see what I was up 

against. I stopped to see how the R.O. was doing and he was seated 

at his table. I asked him how he felt and he said O.K. but his eyes 

were very blurry and could not see too well. I thought better his 

eyes were blurry than dead. If you ever had to get rid of a hung up 

bomb it is no big deal, depending upon the weight of the bomb and 

the position it 's  in on the bomb rack. This bomb was on the bottom 

rack, a 2501b. RDX bomb, so it seemed easy to turn the set screw 

3 7  
that mechanically release the bomb, but I knew it was going to be a 

s . o.b. getting the nose back into the latch. This is when I decided 

it would be impossible to get the job done with my chute on so I 

took it back to the R.O. room. What the hell, if I fall out I am dead 
� I proceeded by stradling the bombay ,  my �ight foot on a thin strip 

of the left bulkhead and my left foot on the catwalk. No one will 

ever know the excruciating pain I was experiencing but I managed to 

twist the nose of the bombupwards and into the rack latch. I strugg

led back onto the catwalk, sat down as close to the front edge of the 

vertical bomb rack, right leg dangling down and left leg on the cat

walk. I took my trusty screwdriver, a gift from my Dad , found the set 

screw and turned it. All  that happened was the nose of the bomb re

leased , the rear latch held firm. I thought crap , I ' ve got to go throu

gh this whole damn procedure again. Turbulence was terrible and I 

had a helluva time just getting back on my feet . I repeated getting the 

nose back in place but this time I knew I would have to stand on the 

bomb in hopes my weight would open the rear latch. Easier said than 

done. Incidental l y ,  all the metal parts were still very cold and I 
was working with my bare hands. I worked myself out onto the middle 
of the bomb, crouched down to where I could insert the screwdriver ' 
hung onto one of the racks with my right hand . I turned the screw and 
only the nose went down-again so I strained everything to get back 
onto the catwalk. By now I am past the stress point , don ' t  know when 
my knee wil l  buckle and every muscle in my body is twitching. Getting 
the nose of the bomb back in place for the 3rd time had just about 
drained all my strength. I rested for a moment and in that time I 
prayed to my MOM to give me the strength and courage to complete my 
job. This time I got on the bomb from the rear of the vertical rack 
placing my left foot directly alongside the rear latch and my right 
foot on the rear fins. At the same time I turned the set screw I 
lifted up then down with all my weight and out went the bomb, out 
went my screwdriver and there I was dangling by one hand with half 
my body outside the bombay. How I ever managed to get my left hand 
onto a rack pulling myself back on the catwalk I ' ll never know. It  
had to  be the prayer to my MOM. I laid flat on the catwalk near the 
R.O. room and watched that damn bomb all the way down until it ex
ploded harmlessly in the Adriatic Sea . Even though none of my crew 
new that I was wounded NO ONE SAID THANKS , GOOD JOB, NOTHING! All  I 
did was save one each B-1 7G and prevented a crew bail-out which 
would have included 4 wounded , including my self. 
R . 0 .  ' s  l i f e s h o u l d  be i nc l uded here t o o . 

"T/;anK 30"<, Sc a l0,  - P.·c fu r<. 0'1 f a
J

e -t:,  
.3 e o .  

AMEN ! S a  v i n g my 

�.nNE� 
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Dear George , 
�08 N. Red Hill  Rd. 
Martinsburg, WV 25401 

Remember in my letter to you about the kamikaze-l ike tactics  used by the Luftwaffe 
and the possibility the se tactic s  may have contributed to the high bomber lo sse s in the 
15th AAF during the summer of 1944? These are the facts : Werner Baumbach ( The Life and 
Death of the Luftwaffe ) said  Hitler would have none of it ( the suicide group ) .  Goering 
insi sted on it. Himmler ultimately accepted Baumbach 1 s argument against the suic ide grpup 
end the suicide pilots were scattered to the winds. **** There ' s  more : Adolph Ga lland ( The 
First end the Last ) said he had to reject the idea of self-sacrifice on principle.  He did 
OK units in plane s heavily armed end pilots better protected with armor to make close at
tacks on the bomber s .  •1f during the attack hi s plane was heavily hit the pilot could ram 
and bail out. • •••• And more : Cejus Bekker ( The Luftwaffe War Diarie s )  said  Hitler put 
an end to thi s training. He said  every pilot shoul d be given a chance to survive .  **** 
And lest:  John Kil l en (A History of the Luftwaffe ) wrote , " In the summer of 1944 the self
sacrifice men were taken on the e stablishment of en exi sting Luftwaffe squadron as  a spe
cial unit, each man signing a decl aration that he understood enrolment a s  the pilot of a 
gl ider bomb woul d entail certain death. Werner Baumb�ch condemned it a s  idiotic in the 
extreme. Himmler gave his blessing but objected to the use of experienced aircrew and 
suigested crimnal s  and neurotics  should be used. a s  suicide men. Goebbe l s  gave the sui
cide pilots pilots premature and unwanted publ icity in a S?eech prai sing ' their great sac
rifice in an operation which might decide the war ' .  Hitler, who always had the last word, 
finally squashed the pro j ect by re jecting al l the proposed suicide operations.  ' The Ger
man soldier must always have a chance to surv ive ! �  he said. • **** Did I say thi s was a l l ?  
Kil l en continue s :  In March 1945 300 pilots took a short course in  ramming Al l ie d  bombers. 
Over Magdeburg, Apri l  7, 1945 "At least five fortresse s  were destroyed by ramming during 
this the only attack by the suicide commandos, but 78 German fighters were shot down and 
the Raubvoegel Gruppe dec imated. " The reality is suicide pilots had nothing to do with 
the 15th ' s losses during the summer of 1944. 

I checked my Army Air Forces in WW I I ,  Vol III ,  for information why the 15th AAF had 
losse s  e qual that of the 8th AAF during the SUIIIII!er months of 1944 and had half the number 
of bombers  the 8th had ( 1 100 in the 15th, 2100 in the 8th ) .  At one place it states :  "Since 
the first of Mey, 1944 the 15th, al though about one half the size of the 8th in heavy bom
ber strength, had almost equaled the latter in number of sorties . " Expressed another way 
the book el sewhere state s that the bomb tonnage dropped by the 15th nearly equaled that of 
the 8th during this period. 

I had made several attempts to find the book, Target, Daimler-Benz, which you recom
mende d , when I received a letter from Lawrence Cortesi tel l ing me exactly where I could or
der it. The miss ion about which he wrote occurtd the early part of 1945. Ca jus Bekker in 
hi s Luftwaffe War Diaries tel l s  about an earlier mission over Daimler-Benz when the 15th 
lost nearly 20% of it ' s bomber s  to Germen Me 109 ' s  and Me llO ' s . The Army Air Forces in 
WW II ,  Vol I I I  sa id the Germans  use d every trick against the 15th that they had lear�ed dur
the past years fighting the 8th. I mention this mission because one group got separated 
from the main body and bombed the alternate target, Fiume. I looked at my mission log and 
found the 99th bombed Fiume February 24, 1944. I 'm not goin[ to �peculate that we were the 
lost group. I 've been wrong before . 

Norman Keufm?n sent me a letter giving me the location of Irvin Kosharek on the Dayton 
reunion picture. He sa id Mrs.  Kosharek had also died this pe st January 12th. 

I just received in the mail a commemorative medal and a beautiful certificate from the 
Greek embassy in Washington, D C. Several Newsletters ego it was state d that any AF per son
nel who ha d participate d in combat missions over  Greece during WW II shoul d send proof of it 
to the Greek emba ssy.  I did just that. The fact that the certificate is printed in Gree� 
make s it just that much more interesting. 

George , thank you for your April 8th book re commendations .  1 1 11 try to find them. 
See you a t  Da l l e s  May 1 st et noon. 

.A,.,,-- ./'? A Be st regards '//'�� 

Dea r Wally ; 
Our age-mates i n  The Thousand-Year Rei ch mal<e much today of the fac� that the Alli � s were unable to reduce the loyalty of the people to t�eir Feuhr�r .  This makes m e  wonder how f a r  they might have f ollowed him . The . f i f�een-yea r-old c la s s  had been called up, and given a few more days of life in the bunk�r, Adol f mi ght have ca lled up the loyal c las s of � 2 - 1 4 . year olds , a l l  i n  t he n ame of chivalry, loyalty , and victory Sei g Hei l !  cynic a l ly ,  ge o .  

Dear Al; 

Dear Ge orge , 

S o  good to  see  you and the other members and their wive s 
at the Dallas reuni on . We c ertainly had an enj oyable 
trip.  While  in Texas we drove on to  Austin to  visit 
relatives and toured LBJ Country . Texas has always been 
of special interest to  me as I spent the first eight years 
of my life in the early Texas " o il  boom" days . My father 
worked  for the Marlin Oi l C o . , whic h  became the present 
day Conoco  after the "l929  Crash" . We were in Ranger for 
the 1920 - 1926 oil  boom . I was one year o l d .  We then 
moved on to Borger in the Texas Panhandle for the 1926 
boom . We live d in a tent 1_

1ntil the c ompany c ould c onstruct 
a home for us . So-- the living quarters in North Afric a  and 
Italy was nothing new to me . 

Regarding our discussion of the B24 shot down by the Bl? , 
I wi ll try to  add some information t o  Wally Bus h ' $  story . 
If __ you refer to  Wally ' s  letter published in the September , 
19�� news letter , Pg 22 , and compare the attached page 
from my diary c overing this mission you wi l l  find we both 
witnessed  the same thing that day . I was in the tail of 
the lead ship of the 99th group and had a c ommanding view of 
the s ix B24 ' s  under attack by the five ME109 ' s .  I still  
believe the Liberators were so engrossed  in  the battle  with 
the fighters they ac c identally fired toward our formation .  
In turn someone in one o f  our groups returned  the fire and 
destroye d a B24 . 

This occure d January 16 , 1944 . my 27th mission .  Our pilot 
that day was Maj or Dan i e l  V. MacDonald aboard the Robert E .  
Lee #482 , target Air Fi� l d ,  Vi lloar�a , Udine , Italy . I 
might add after completing our fifty missions , before 
leaving the 99th for Naples and home we were taken up to 
Group Headquarters for a spec ial briefing on what not to 
c omment on , upon our return to the States .  High on the list 
was this particular inci dent . They told us that it would be 
bad for the moral of the people on the home front to hear that 
we had shot down one of  our own planes . 
Now �eorge , due to your request at Dallas , I have broken my 
prom�s e  to the United  States Air Forc e , after 43 years I 2.m 
telling what happened  that day . If it  s hould happen that 
I _ end up at Fort Leavenworth,  whenever you are in the area  
wi ll  you please stop by  and let  me know what ' s  happening in 
the outside world . 

As ever , Your fri en d ,  
Al Henke 

Not to worry ! 
li ke to print. I will 
you out of j ail. And 

The Affor es a i d  Coen. 

Thi s is of course the type of s tory which we do 
�s e  all of my influence to protect you a nd to keep if I c a nn ot keep you out, I will get in with you ! 



MISSION # 27 

DATE : JANUARY 15, 1944 

TARGET : A I R F I ELD 

LOCATED : V I LLOARSA 
LiD I NE,  l TALY 

HOURS : 4 : 40 
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SH I P :  ROBERT E .  LEE ( LEAD GROUP) 

NUMBER : 482 

P I LOT : MAJOR MACDONALD 

POS I T I ON :  TA I L  GUNS 

Some fl ak , Met s i x  Li bs as we came off t arget .  They were bei ng attacked by fi ve 
ME- 1 09 ' s .  Saw three 1 09 " s  go down . One b l ew up i n  mi d- ai r ,  one went 1 nto a di ve and 
di dn ' t  pll l out , the other one went down over the sea, the p i lot  bai led out .  The 
Li bs came over to us for protecti on and one was shot down by our own men . N i ne 
chutes came out of the s h i p  before i t  went i nto the sea  i n  fl ames . 

We thought at fi rs t they were some of our own pl anes fl own by Germans . as thi s 
had  happened before .  They h ave a few of  our pl anes captured i n  fl yi ng �ondi ti on . 
Someti mes they wi l l  t ry to joi n our fonnati on then open up wi thout warni ng .  
Th i s  p a rti cul ar  p l ane that was s hot down di d not s i gnal by radi o o r  s how the col ors 
for the day .  So I guess  the boys i n  the rear were tri gger  h appy . 

our crew led by First L t .  Francis i-Iuff flew the first single sortie 
night mission by the Air Foree . This was Nov .  25 , 191.J� over Linz, Austria . 
Unfortunately our plane crashed and 1+- men were killed and l+- of us ended 
up as POWs .  I would appreciate it if anyone can add to the above infor-
mation. 

I am looking forward to 11 88" in Fort Lauderdale and en joy your 
newsletter . 

Sincerely 
Jas. J. Dobies, 346 BS . 

1 1 0  NW 2 9 th St . , ompano Beach FL 3 3064 
Dear George , 

Last  F r i .  the  t alendar revealed that I am one year older . Hel l ,  I don ' t  feel but 1 0  

yrs older ! Thurs . ,  I received a load of . wood ( 3  cords) and tried t o  split and s t ack it at 

once. My aching muscles and bones have informed me that 1 am AGING. 

Two of my presents :  "B-1 7 Flying Fortress in Color" ( Birds_all ) and "FLAK BAI T "  ( if you 

remember 1 came over from 26s )  were appropriate g i f t s .  A l s o  included w as a �0th  Anniv . 

Boeing ny lon  windbreaker . Add t o this cards , a 1 / 5  Henry McKenna and two dinners and 1 

felt a happy man. 

Geo . ,  our  social-dinner  in  Wenatchee was a winner. 1 8  males and 1 6  of the opposite 

sex were present and a very congenial crowd it was .  

Just a short  t i m e  before  the  meeting I was told to phone a fellow i n  Spokane b y  the 

name of K inyon. The  operator located a number for me and w�en I asked � i� if he had been 

in the  99th he  replies , Y E S. What Sqd? 4 1 6 th. Who did you fly  with . BOGGS.  I then 

replied--Hell ,  this is Boggs speaking . 

NOW came the statement that floored me.  " I  flew CP with you on your 50th. " 

George , h e  couldn ' t  make it to Wenatchee but we certainly will _ be 

long. He also remembered our Nav ' s. name and I h ave  wr i t ten h im. 
getting together before 

Our Bomb . was K . I. A .  

that day . 
another  welcome l et t er from Wally  Bush and he wrote of 

h ad t o  miss  that  one  but  I do w ant  t o make Co lo. A few days ago I r eceived  
speaking with you  at  Dal las .  Sorry I 
Sprgs. and can not make them all .  

At  pr esent I am pushing to get Oregon to establish a state 99 group like we have and 

to make our next meeting a "joint one"--perhaps in Portland or Vancouver , WA. 

Do you remember Dick Drain? he has written me some terrific letters and I hope to get 
H · 1 1  t stor y t e l ler  and h as h ad 

h im t o write  some incidents for you. e is  an exce  en 

experiences worth repeating for old A . F. eagles to remembers .  C . D . l3 oj 9 S  
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Dear Professor Marcus , 
F arty years have passed since 1 par ticipated in what you identified as the "Lone Wolf" 

missions of World War Two . I n  spite of my fairly vivid recollections of  certain aspects of  
those flights , a fo l l ow-up l etter  f rom  C a r ro l l  T h e r i ault  ( senior  c r ew member and old  
soldier extraordinare ) ,  convinced me that the mission ident i fied as  V ienna  may , in fact , 
have been Regensburg.  

I n  March of 1 983 , I had the pleasure  o f being vectored r ight over the former aviation 
cadet area of Berry F ield ( BNA) en route to landing at Atlanta.  This was may l ast  fl ight 
as an air l ine  pi lot  and it was almost forty years to the day since I embarked on what has 
been an extremely interesting , somewhat demanding , and never  dul l  or bor ing way o f  l i fe. 
Within  that t ime fr ame , I was a noncommissioned p i lot , instructor , temporary infantry 
cadre ,  tempor ary transport deck officer , manager of fly ing , FAA check airman (designated ) ,  
ALPA execut i v e ,  t est pi lot  ( engineering duty ) ,  and a supervisory  pilot assigned to a few 
events of  political significance. 

A l l  o f this  t o s ay that  i f  ever  there  is  to be a high-water mark of the influence , 
prestige, and power of the United States , it will have been achieved by the generation that 
r esponded properly  to the crisis of its t ime. I am a product of that generation ,  and for 
the most par t ,  they are/were dedicated , responsi v e ,  and humane. A l ot o f  us are  deeply  
indebted to  them . 1 never forget that I am , although at times it would seem otherwise. 

An  instr uct or ,  t est  pilot ,  supervisory pilot--ultimately becomes intimately involved 
with his col leagues under stressful condit ions . Air crew members are special  individuals  
and it is dif ficult  to  pin-p oint  one  cohesive  agent  that bonds a good crew. One vital 
aspect is continual acceptable per formance under less than desirable conditions. O ur c r ew 
never  voiced  any negative  comments about not having " company" on the X missions. I t  was 
apparent from the beginning that it was to our advantage t o  operate  so l o. A f ter all , we 
did  not  come across the ocean in formation and our airplane in or out of  formation was our 
won special world. We did fly one mission with  a wing m an and it was an uncomfortable  
situation. ln order  to  stay together , we  had to avoid heavy cloud cover and that is  when 
you negate your best protection .  

C ontrary  t o t h is-- on Chr istmas D ay o f  1 944 , we  l o s t  a n  engine due t o  mechanical 
failure as we were passing Switzerland en route to a target in Germany. After dropping out 
of formation and turning back by ourselves , we l ost the supercharger on another engine. We 
still decided to pick a t arget  and we d i d  a br o ad dayligh t ,  s ingle-ship  att ack  on the  
marshall ing y ards  at  L inz , Austria. I can assure you that it was a lonel y ,  lonely flight 
and we would have deeply appreciated lots of friendly company. That was in dayl ight , with  
good weather and I have never felt so naked and alone in  all  my  life.  

I n  r e ference t o v o l unteer ing : my  c r ew w as burdened by  the fact t h at I was a 
noncommissioned pilot. We were volunteered for a lot of  assignments and usually at the end 
o f  the  l i n e .  T h e y  were/are the best and took it all in good stride and they sure made i t  
easy for me. 

T hank you  for the  interest t h at you have in the 1 5th Air Force. I t  is nice to know 
that someone is concerned with the Air F orce ' s  il legitimate parent ( us old 11Army"  peop l e ) .  
I f  I can b e  of any assistance, please let m e  know. 

I N  ADD I T I ON !  
Respectfully  

Robert G. Mack 
As a cadet , it seemed to me that night flying did not appeal to very many people. The  

instructors were anxious to  check us  out and l eave us to  our  own dev ices. T h e r e  was a 
limited  amou_nt  o f night  f l y ing  i n  t r ansition ;  h owever , after  assignment t o Heavy  
Bombardment � it  was a rare  situat ion . Usually , our missions s t ar t ed at pre-dawn--but it 
was a d ay l ight oper ation. Any a i rp lane  that is  max  grossed at T . O .  is  not to be taken 
lightly ( no pun intended ) ,  and when you add a muddy steel mat runway in blackout darkness , 
y ou can bet  t h at everyo ne is  pay ing atten t i o n .  A fter a reasonable period of time , one 
becomes comfortable with his airplane whether it is day or night. Night flying always  was 
slower paced and quite pleasant. Combat flying at night has an increased pucker factor due 
to the visual graphics . And it is graphic. T racer bullets look like big  red  g o l f  bal l s ,  
muzzle flashes are ominous , and the shells explode with a ferocity that is hard t o  imagine. 

My c r ew was one of the best and they taught me a lot--1 am very proud of them and the 
99th. 

Bob Mack 
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We are looking forward to some day reading Professor Marcus ' book 

on Lone Wolf Raids. The events of the war after September 1 943 are intensely 

interesting , and they read to those of us who went over with The Mayflower 

Group , as though they came from a different world. geo 

Greetings to all members of the 99th Bomb Group Historical Society. 

I thank you for sending me and Victor Grassman ' s  brother 

Joseph one of your fine newsletters. I will �how it to m�ny �f my 

1st Armored Division buddies at our next reun i on . My cou� i n  Victor 

rarely spoke of your missions. The memories were too pai n ful . . Your 

Group supported us in Africa and I taly so your newsletter expla i ned  

your missions per fectly. 

I Salute all of you " j ack Grassman , 1st  Armored Division . 

�nk you , Jack. 
f have always remembered the First fondly because of an 

incident on my first day at  UNM , in 1946. We were handed leaflets 

telling us to wear freshman beanies and to doff them to upper classmen. 

After the welcoming speech by the Dean , there was a pause 

for questions , when a colonel from the First asked the question for 

all of us , " What about these freshman beanies? " The Dean ' s  answer 

was "You can forget  about all that ! "  One more first for the First ! 

george 

George ; 

I spoke with Wilbur Dixon yesterday. He said you might be able 

to help me. 
My son and I would like to build a scale model of the B- 1 7  my father 

flew with the 99th. 
My Dad passed away several years ago and my son , now 9 ,  is very 

interested  in modeling planes. 
In my Dad ' s  POW Log there is a drawing of a B- 1 7 .  The tail looks 

something like this ( Sketch shows 42 6041 - Diamond Y - III ) .  My Dad ' s  

plane was shot down 7 - 2 -44 near the Yugoslavia-Hungary Border. 

thank youBill Redding 
1 83 Clearview Dr. , Midlothian TX 7 6 0 6 5 .  

Phone 2 14/7 75-3305 

Dear Bill; 
We have not yet located anything on Old 041 , so we will have to 

buck this to the experts. These experts are 

( 1  Del Laudner , who was on your father ' s  crew. 

( 2  Steve Birdsall , of Sidney ,  Australia , author of FIGHTING COLOR S ,  

( 3  Squadron/Signal , 1 1 1 5 Crowley Drive , Carrolton T X  7 50 1 1 -50 1 0 ,  publishers 

of FIGHTING COLORS an d other good books. The aforesaid S/S is also a 

model house. Cheers , y ' all. george 
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THE FOLLOWING I TEM APPEARED I N  THE 483rd NEWS 

ANSWERS TO THE M E M M I NGEN 

M ISSION PUZZLE 
(Ms. Carol Rizzo provided this summary of h e r  talk to t h e  483rd 
Bomb Group Association on. 1 0  September 1 987 in Boston.) 
What was the operational plan for Memmingen?: 

The 5th Wing was to attack the Memmingen airdome while 
the rest. of the 8-24.groups in the 1 5th Air Force were assigned 
targets 1n the Friedrichshafen area. The 5th Wing was planned in 
the following order: 463rd, 99th, (both carrying fragmentation 
bombs), 2nd, 97th, 483rd, 301 st, (the last four all carrying G P  
500# bombs). 
What actually happened on the way?: 

Weather set in shortly after take-off causing individual groups 
to set their own course for the northern Adriatic, rather than the 
usual assembly over Capara Isle. The 463rd and 2nd BG's 
followed v_ery close to the briefed course. The 301 st went up the 
eastern side of the Adriatic along the Yugoslavian coast. The 
99th was unable to penetrate the weather and turned back for 
their base. The 9�th and. 4.83rd followed a course along the 
coast of Italy, leaving R1m1n1 and heading for the Venice area. 

Al l  fighter groups became airborne, but only the 1 st, 3 1 st, 
52nd, and 332nd stayed with the bombers that did not turn back. 

At about 0925, mission reports show that some kind of radio 
mess_age (not yet confirmed) was received by some of the groups 
(off1c1al or enemy transmission not known.) Most of the B-24 
grou_ps turned back for their bases. One Wing, the 49th, did 
continue to Friedrichshafen. Five groups of the 5th Wing 
continued ... four eventually reached Memmingen whi le the 97th 
went to an alternate target; the Carsara RR Bridge. No bomb 
groups in the 5th Wing report receiving a recall. Two fighter 
groups reported hearing their codeword, while others report 
confused, unverified signals. 
What happened at Memmingen?: 
By 1 030, groups left heading for Memmingen were the 463rd in 
the lead, the 483rd, the 301 st and last the 2nd (somewhere after 
leaving the Venice area the 2nd executed a 360 turn to avoid 
weather and fell into last place). Each of the groups were 
approximately twenty miles or more apart. In addition, the 301 st 
stayed east, off course, almost all the way to target. 

Al 1 1 09, the 301 st went from east to west across the target, 
destroying a number of barracks and smaller bui ldings. At 1 1 34, 
the 2 n_d BG attacked from northwest to southeast, hitting 
approximately the same area as the 301 st. 
Who attacked the 483rd Bomb Group? 

At 1 045, as the 463rd approached the target, the 483rd was 
severely attacked by approximately 1 90 fighters (figure based 
on a compilation from reading all mission reports). 

All attacking German fighter groups have not been identified 
but three Gruppes along with their subordinate squadrons hav� 
been. These three Gruppes were known as Stabbschwarm 
(Rammjager) pilots, formed only several weeks before 1 8  July. 
T.hey were moved lo Memmigen, Bad Worishofen and Holz
k1rchen o� 1 4  July 1 944. Each pilot had to sign a statement 
vowing lo not return home without downing an enemy bomber 
even if they had lo ram the bomber to destroy it." 

Two of the groups flew FW- 1 90's that were armored 
everywhere except the windscreen in front. Even the canopy 
sides had armored glass. The armament was rockets and MK-
1 08 cannon. Tactics were line abreast, making an initial head-on 
pass and then coming from the rear, slightly below. Due to the 
armor, they avoided dogfights with American fighter (who were 
mostly east and south of the IP, trying to engage and head them 
�f�. lnst�ad they sat about 1 00 yards from the rear bombers 
firing their weapons. The third group was flying Me-1 09's. 
What about the target itself'? 

Me'!'ming_en was thought lo be a repair airdrome with only 
half of its estimated 1 06 aircraft flyable. 1 5th AF intelligence on 
targets mostly came from the British Air Min istry. Records show 
that everyone believed fighter resistance would not be as bad as 
flak �nd smoke screens and that i t  was nothing more than a 
repair base. 

In early 1 945 ii was discovered that Memmingen had been a 
facility for the experimentation, testing and assembly of je; 
aircraft. I t  was determined to be an auxil iary field for Lechfield 
(the primary jet operational area in 1 944). The first ME-262's 
became operational and were encountered by Allied fighters on 
25 July 1 944. There is indication however that a few jets may 
have been in the air near Memmingen on 1 8  July. 

Kempten, the IP for the mission, was the location of Kottern 
one of the largest Messerschmitt jet factories in 1 944. Next to ii 
was the Bayerische Moterwerkes, manufacturing jet engines. 

The 463rd was first over Memmingen at 1 045 hours and 
dropped a small string of fragmentation bombs across the 
eastern end of the airstrip. At 1 055 the 483rd's 1 2  aircraft hit the 
main hangars, aiming right on the mark. Both groups were ·flying 
the briefed axis of attack. 

� 
/ .irovo Carol 1 

June Znd 

Woo� �LL  s� lit and st aked and am now ready to tackle other of the worl d ' s  problems. 
When � finish this I will bake some apricot-spice bars for my wife to take out to  a school 
function. I may even double the batch and have a few for myself ;  good year around. 

. . Got 1 /3 _o f _ the  way thru flak-bait before I turned out the lights LAST N I GHT. To me 
it i� a book difficult to lay down. My wife and I toured the  " R ed B arn"  at Boeing , Sun. 
and it was fun to l�ok at the o�d models--similar to those we drew ( sketched) back in 3 5-36 
when I was Jr. -Sr. in H.S.--engine cowling , streamlined coverings for wheels,  etc. 

F r om enclosed artic l e  I have  l earned that New Mexico r s  i th  u s  Now 1 am 
wondering HOW they get the mail there. 

n e • • 

_ G e�. ,  is there_ any p lace in Albuquerque that could ( or would)  handle the 99th Annual 
Meeting . I t  would give a lot of us a chance to [ see] this historical spot and the  BASE of  
our H. S. 

Before I forget--Drain WILL be at Colo. Sprgs. ! 

_Always remember--when it gets so HOT you think of  ice and 
a t r ip to �he N�rthwest-�we might even hold a SPECIAL meeting 
honor. Boeing will open its Museum of F light Great Gallery in 
else that you could take in. 

Wash. Chpt. 99th B.G.H.S. roster now stands at 35. 

May your every day be C.A. V. U. 

snow , it is time to consider 
of  the Wash. Chapter in your 
July and t h at is something 



44 

Dear M r .  B utler; 

I noticed your ad for the July 2 5 - 28 reunion of the 9 9th Bomb 
Group, in the Los Angeles Times , and I am wri ting on the chance that you 
might remember one of the members of that group , a pilot by the name 
of Tex Simmons . 

I f  you do remember him , did he show up for the reunion in Seattle , 
and do y ou know what his mai ling addres s is ? 

He was an ins tructor pilot i n  a bomb group in Blythe, Californ i a  
in the s ummer andfall of 1 94 3  when I was also an ins tructor pilot there . 

He was in thE B - 17 Group enroute to Hawai i at the time Pearl Harbor 
was attacked . 

I got to know Tex fairly well and liked him a lot . But after 
he left B ly the, we lost track of each other . I left Blythe in April , 
1 94 4 , and reopened the B - 2 4  training base at Walla Walla, Wa�hington . 

In  any event, whether or not you knew Tex or know where he is 
today , I hope you and y our old buddies had a happy reunion . I did check 
out in a B- 1 7while training other pilots at Blythe on B- 2 4 s , and I respected 
the plane a lot, especial ly its s tability as compared with the B 2 4 ' s  
characteris ticcs which demanded that you fly it every second.  However, 
I won ' t  knockthe B - 2 4 s ;  I put in 1 , 700 hours in them and s urvived. 

Don McDonald, 
2 12 6  East Valley Road , Santa Barbara CA 9 3 1 08 

Ofice Phone 80 5 / 9 6 1 - 2 6 1 1  
Dear Don ; 

We checked with , Bernie Barr, who is an al umnus of the 7 th Bomb 
Group ( the Hawai i-bound Group) and we have checked the roster of the 
FOUND , but so  far we have no leads . But we w i ll not give up . Of course 
i t  woul d help if y ouwould tell us what state he hailed from . george 

Mr . Sam Donaldson 
American Broadcasting Company 
1 330 Avenue of Americas 
New York , N . Y .  10019  

Dear Mr. Donaldson s 

J. Wm. SMALLWOOD, JR. 

HARTLAND ROAD 
P.O. BOX 177 

BROWNSVILLE, VT 05037 

December 30 , 1 987 

I have recently finished reading Can We Trust The 
News ? ,  in the January,  1 988 Issue of Reader ' s  Digest ,  
a piece in  which you figure prominently. I wish to te ll 
you it has been apparent to me for some time that you 
have been displaying a decidedly biased attitude toward 
a number of national issue s ,  as well as toward a number 
of political figures .  The article confirms thi s .  It also 
c onfirms , in the section, Media Elite , the pre sence of 
an overwhelmingly liberal bias on the part of this country ' s  
"top" media as a whole . This conclusion is supported with 
factual data . 

No , I don ' t  trust our news , not any moro . Beyond that , 
what bothers me the most about your particular broadcasts 
is the decidedly antagonistic attitude you choose to adopt 
tQward the U .S . military . Granted there is waste in our 
armed force s ,  just as there is in General Motors , The 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters , Blue Cross , and , 
I suspect ,  ABC . And the military make s mistake s .  But , 
apparently , you seem to think it is your mission to make 
i t ,  and our President as well, appear to look foolish . 

--

4-5 

My service to this country, includinE a long stay 
in a German prison camp , has persuaded me that , from the 
time of FDR to the pre sent , America has had to remain strong. 
Unmerciful, and often tastele ss attacks , such as yours ,  
about national defense cannot make this task any easier ,  
especially when our counterparts , the Soviets , are shielded 
from r.r it i. c i_ i::m .  

Echoing the , sense of this article I strongly recommend 
you leave it to the Democrats to attack the Adminis tration. 
There are plenty of them, Mr . Donaldson. You are supposed 
to be a newsman, not a politician. 

Yours Sincerely, 

--.\ ."��� 

MEMOR I AL DAY ADDRESS 1 987 

By Leroy W. Newby 

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 

John Stuart Mill ,  a 1 9th Century English Philosopher , wrote about freedom: 

" War is an ugly thing , "  he said , "but not the ugliest thing ; the decayed and degraded 
state  of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks nothing is worth a war is worse. 

" A  man who h as noth ing which he  c ares about more  t h an his  personal  safety  is a 
miserab le  creature who h as no  chance o f  being free , un less made and kept so by the  
exertions of  better men than himself . "  

Our fr eedom today was bought at a high price, but considering the alternative , it was 
worth it . 

Americ a ' s  march to  freedom began at Concord , April 1 9 ,  1775 and since then over one 
million Americans have fallen in their continuing fight to gain and preserve freedom for 
all  of us. 

Most of  those who fell were very young. Many of  our patriots who rest here ,  below us , 
were only in their 20s in the second decade of this century , and again in the  1 94 0 s ,  5 0 s ,  
and 60s as THEY "exerted" themselves in behalf o f  all Americans. 

A l l  of  us should  get  on our  knees and thank the good Lord for the sacrifices of  the 
men and women resting here and in other American graves--as well as in graves al l over the  
world 5ome of which are at the bottom of an ocean , or in some steaming jungle. Some graves 
never existed except for the brief moment an artillery shell exploded, or a bomber crashed 
at an enemy t arget - - and a l oved  one v anished from the  face of the earth. Some of our 
freedom fighters are in l iving  graves , known as MIAs or POWs. Over 1 400 are reportedly 
still in Vietnam . 

OUR BOYS ,  ST ILL  T HERE ! 

L ets  not forget them , for their blood still flows within their bodies--and it flows 
for US .  

I f  it weren ' t  for  these  men  and  women we honor today , many of you here under forty 
might be speaking another language. 

Young people today could do no better than to  look up to these patriots in their quest 
for role models , instead of some that [ are] being offered today. I f  we c an find a way t o  
make this happen , it would b e  the finest tribute we could pay t o  our fallen brethren. 



A young  man from Michigan wrote me that when he read accounts of Americans in World  
War Two combat situations, a verse from the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam kept  running  through 
his head. T h e  words are  strangely  assemb l ed ,  but they do describe what m i l l ions of 
Americans faced in a "YOU or ME" situation--many of you right here. It goes like this : 

" I  sent my soul through the invisible 
Some l etter of the After-l ife to spel l :  
And b y  and b y  my Soul return ' d  to  me , 
and answer ' d ' I  Mysel f  am Heav ' n and Hel l : "  

We  needn ' t  " Send  our  Soul through the invisible" in order to understand how precious 
freedom is. We need only to relate to people who have lost their freedom. 

I would l i k e  t o  cite  several  instances of people who have lost their ' s  and how they 
appreciate American efforts to preserve freedom. 

On August 1 ,  1 94 3 ,  America  sent 1 78 bombers on a 2500 mile fl ight , at low 
leve l , to destroy the heart o f  Hit ler ' s  war machine--the · o i l  refineries at 
P loest i ,  Ruman i a ,  that produced over a third of his oi l  and gasol ine. P lanners 
expected a 50% loss. The 1 800 men were told that if they destroyed their  t arget 
and none of them returned , the mission woul d  be considered a success--because the 
war would be over by Christmas, 

A Webster City man , Will is Beightol , survived that mission ,  but hundreds of  
young Americans died that day at Ploesti for the  cause of  freedomO--in  a v ain 
attempt to  end the war. 

When Rumanian women , l iv ing under Na zi  oppression , h e l d  wakes for the  
American dead the German soldiers asked why they cried for the Americans. T hey 
r e p l i e d ,  "We '  cry  b ecause we know that soon American mothers will be crying for 
their sons. " 

A C zechoslovakian school teacher wrote and told me he has visited 83 crash 
sites of American flyers shot down in his  country. He h as p l aced  f l owers on 
American graves in remote mountain areas. 

He  has spent his l i fetime going around giving lectures , at his own expense ,  
to youth groups on the  sacri fices these  American boys  made in the n ame o f  
freedom ! 

Several  y ears ago , wh i l e  appearing on a P ittsburgh T V  talk show , a l ady 
phoned in and said to me,  " I  was a young girl in Yugoslavia and used t o  p r ay for 
you American boys f l y ing over on your way to P loesti. This  is my first 
opportunity to  thank one of you in  person for saving my country. " 

I was so  moveq by  the  words  o f  the  Yugosl a v i an l ady , that I shared her 
thanks with a fellow member of the famous Caterpillar Club , Vice President George 
Bush. 

L t  Bush " sent h i s  Soul through the I nvisible" as he joined the Caterpillar 
C l ub ,  par achuting to  safety  when his p l ane was shot out of the sky. He spent 
many lonely hours floating among the sharks in the P acific Ocean. His  reply  is 
apropos to  this occasion: 

" Th ank you for sharing the s alute  to the American armed forces 
from the Yugoslavian woman . Her words are still  meaningful after forty 
years. 

" W e  in  America must continually  rededicate ourselves to the cause 
of human dignity and freedom ,  a cause that goes to the heart o f  our 
n ational  character and defines our national purpose. Our country was 
always meant to be the champion of  the oppressed. 

"We owe much to the men and women of  our armed services. They are 
the ones who have been in the front lines of our march to freedom. 

" A l l  who cher ish human rights and individual freedom owe much to 
these men and women for their achievements." 

Now , this Yugosl avian lady was not speaking just for herself.  Her one small 
voice speaks for all the oppressed and freedom-loving peoples of the wor ld. 
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NEWS , D U E S & 
� 

VI E WS 

We thank Rabbi/Maj or Kl e i n  for the fo l l o w i n g  i nvocati on ,  de l ivered at the Dedi ca tion Ceremony at Co l o rado Springs.  

Almighty God '  who binds humanity in bo11ds of those with whom we shared combat We i� 
love , we gather to express our love for comrades in arms here this week

. 
W 

ex�er ence and express our love for our surviving . • e praise you for this good tim w mingled with sorrow for those killed in combat W b 
e: e also express a love our lives as if we are living for other 

. e ear a respo�sibility to live each of 
have had, and thank you O God all the }· As we live, we think of the lives they might endures to this day, giving us a s��;e

in
o�h

y�ur_ daily �ift of life. Our love for them 
surviving our struggle, have died more 

e r  llil!Tiorality: We also think of those who, 
earlier brush with danger. Help us to

rece�tly. They left lives all the fuller for their 
fallen. Thank you O God for our shar 

p_ra :� �ou and your care in eternity for these our their lives .  ' e in eir immortality and also for our sha�e in 

The Ai r Force Academy synagogu e ,  for the fi rst t ' f
gave me the opportunity to step inside a 

Thanks aga i n  to 15 thAFA a n�
m

:o
o

th
my

A
�ife . I found the whole visit very movi ng e 1 r  Academy . 

Your Edit or is in a foul d f h TV set durin t e 
. • . 

. moo . rom . e.ving passed downwind of a 
that the ussl h

h spee
l
ch of a presidential hopeful who has adopted the stance · , . as mere Y reacted to provocation from beastly old America de introduce as evidence and as a calming sedative th"' foll owi� attributed to General Do'..l.glas HacArthur and reprinted in l\J.:BRIC.�K CAESAR �y Manchester . 

They will tell of the peace eternal 
And we would wish taem well ,  

They '7111 scorn the path of  war ' s  red wrath And b rand it the road to hell,  
They will set aside the warrior pride 

And their love for the soldier sons, 
But at last .they will turn again 

To horse and foot , and guns. 

They will tell of peace eternal, 
The Assyrian dreamers did, 

But the Tigris and Ruphrates ran 
Throagh ruined lands 

And a�id the hopeless chaos 
Loud they wept and called their chosen ones To save their lives at the bitter last, �Vith horse and foot , and guns. 

They will tell of the peace eternal 
And may that peace succeed . 

But what of a foe that lurks to sp ring? 
And what of a nation's need? 

The letters blaze on history' s  page 
And ever the writ ing runs, 

' 
God, and honor, and native land, 

And horse and foo t, and guns. p .  172 
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Gene and Marj ory Canci gli a recently were caught in a traf f i c  
s narl amid t he s nowdri f t s  of Santa Rosa and s pent 2 7  hours in t heir van 
by t he road s ide.  When t hey finally reached Albuquerque, we a l l  had a 
lunch and exchanged reminiscences .  A good time was  had by all ! 

We have received f rom J i m  Peters a copy of THUNDERI NG PEACEMAKER 
by Frederick A .  Johns en and publi s hed by Bonber Books , Box 9 8 2 3 1 ,  
Tacoma WA 9 8 4 9 9 . Thi s lovely volume details in wor d s  and pictures 
the career of t he huge B - 3 6 .  Jim has marked for us t he pi ctures which 
were take n  i n  t he 3 4 8 t h  Squadron . The book notes t ha t  t he 9 9 t h  SRW 
( Stra t egic Reconnai s ance Wing ) was s t ationed f rom Jan .  1 ,  1 9 5 3  to  
Sept . 4 ,  1 9 56 at Fai rchild AFB , Wash .  

The e  B - 3 6  was indeed a Peacemaker .  It  never f lew in bat t le,  
and it  pre s e rved t he peace in s ome very touchy t ime s . geo 

Do any of you 99ers know where one might obtai n a sun-compas s ?  
Your E d i tor p lans t o  swing a few marine compas s e s  down Sonora Way when 
t he rush i s  over . 

Q U OT E S 

Lesf 

EL  ALM,1EilJ AND UIE DESERT WAR 
b!j A lan Moorehectd 

Even when it ( Lili Marlene ) burst out of obscurity, by accident ,  
in 1941 i t  was nearly buried ngain. Goebbels hated· it s o  much that he or

dered one of the two master matrices t o  be des troyed ; the other, fortuna

tely, was in London. The authoritie s in Britai n weren' t . very keen
�

on the 

song either. It was ,  after a.11 ,  Ger t1an. And the wo ;:1an in the sono seemed 

to  be - well some sort of trollop, wasn 1 t she? So they sa·id, anyway, 

r.iavbe for pr�pag anda reasons. But at leas t they didn' t ban it, unlilce 

�nv American war mus ic commit t ee ,  which believed it  w
1

uld harn soldier mo-

rale. P • 1 �G 

Once Ah.'11ed got an ide a  into his head, nothine but high explosive 
would budge it. A chap I knew was driving a J-tdmner down from Sarafan 
with a •:1ixe cl load, and o s  a 1.ot  of t he stuff was signal cear p.nd frar;ile ,  
he ' d  spread a couple of dozen blankets  on thn floor t o  cushion it. Coming 
through one villar;o , ho got he ld up by £>, conplo of  cnl'le ls , and he must 
lrnift: be en :nore than "J.Sually thick at t hat ,:10:,m nt, for two or thre e .:linute s 
ola�)sed be fore ho twisced what was happening. 

!le j nm;1c d on his ancltors and shot round the back of t ho truck, but 
.it rms mch too  l ate . 'i'he canvas canopy had been s lit and al]; the port
able stuff heaved out into waiting hands ; by this t i �e it  had bee n  well 
hid-Jen in the mud ruins around him. Twenty blank faces stared politely 
at him as he swore a blue streak at them and then he suddenly spotted 
a:nongst t hem an Ahmed who had left us  four . ,1onths before. He hauled 
hi'.11 out front, but of course Ahmed knew nothing. lle swore at Ahmed until 
he was blue in the face, bumped him up and down, cursed hi �:1, reviled 
him, even appealed to his better nature, but all Ahmed did 1i1as to gaze 
b ack with a look of polite interest which never varied. 'Then in a spasm 
of eloquence this cha.p pulled down the ·tailboard and revealed t he vast  
empt iness of the lorry - absolutely nothing except 20 ur·:1y "blanke t s  sp read 
out on the floor. 

'i'he effect was :Yliraculous. A look of instant co·::prehens ion lit  
up Ahmed ' s  eyes as  though he had been switched on, and with a leap of del
ight and a broad smile he vanished into a nearby hovel. 

t te  was back in 20 seconds flat . 'Nith his si ster. p.  196 
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A MAN CALLED INTREPID 

Stephenson opposed mas s  bombing .  He felt vindicated when the Strat
egic Air Offensive results demonstrated that there were more Allied airmen 
lost in the first year of mass bombing r�ids than there were German casual-
tie s .  P •  399 

i t d b  the atom b omb should have been 
A conscience which s ou rage Y 

selecti' on of its f h never made careful 
outraged long ago by war ; or war as 
vict ir.1.s ,  nor been restrained by their munbers .

A. A. "trii lne as quoted in KILITARY 

DOORKNOB FIVE TWO 

Pilots come and go, ·  but the ground crew are the heart of the outfi t �  
C o l .  John Wallace of the 71s t Fighter Squadron as quote c 

by the author 
You must impress  on your trainees some of the glamour of war and 

the great personal satisfaction to be derived from actually hitting the enemy
t d 

between the eye s .  50-miss ion debriefing for fighter pilots a s  repor e 
by Fredric Arnold 

Your Editor has recently been invited to part icipat e  in anti-war 
act ivit ies mainly aimed at th._e US Armed Forces.  :-raving carried a wooden gun 
at i?. O. E. ( I  refer to  anti-tank rifles in  the firs t wee k of Decemb er, 194-1, 
at Ca:np r.Iurray, WA ) ,  I am reluctant to participate in unilateral disarmament , 
especially when I renember that Japan, having originally decided to  s it out 
1JNi2 , rove-i;,sed the decis ion as a r�sult of Tsuji I.Ias onobu ' s  report that S ing
apore was a s i t t ing duck. Our grand-children dese rve a better break than 
vm got in 1940. But we digress . Here I s a quote. 

YAMASHI TA, by A. J .  Barker, Ballantine Books 
Yamas hita was impressed by what he s aw of Germany' s indus trial might 

and tter war effort . Japan, he realized,  had a long way to go before 
she could wage a modern war success fully. He himse lf had gone as far 
as the French coast and had see n at first hand the growing super · i ority 
of the British Royal Air Force . Despite the Germans • ret icence about 
radar, he had come back with the knowledge that it was already a forr:iid
able tool of war while in Japan it remained a crude research toy. On the 
bas is of such findings he concluded that Japan ' s  army lagged far behind 
European armies  and was woefully deficient in medium tanks and long-range 
bombers . In consequence he reported to Imperial Headquarters and t he 
Emperor's military advisors that there should be a two-year moratorium 
on all Japanese war plans and an all-out modernization of the Imperial 
army. However, in an audience with the Emperor Yamashita appears to  have 
amende d his conclusions. This was mainly due to an intelligence summary 
produced by the General Staff which revealed astonishing we aknes s  in the 
British defences for Malaya, grave inade quacies in the American p osition 
in the Phillip ines , and a negligible capacity for re sistance in the Dutch 
East Indies .  Presented with this ass es sment , Yamashita was ooliged to 
concede that the Japanese army might be able to win victories in a drive 
south even if it could not vie with Russia ' s  contine ntal army in the 
north. If war was inevitable , he told the Emperor, it would be better 
to strike s outh rather than to undertake a campaign against Russ ia . p . 43 
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One More Qu o fe 

Vie are always intere s ted  in Diers . A Dier is  a pers on who advis e s  
the l ads t o  die for the ir country . '.'Je are re:ninded of  one Infantry O.ffi cer 
of our ex.pe rience wno was a fanat ic for " the old cold s te e l 11

• And the:1 the re 
was " Der  Shterber 1

' ,  so  named by his German t rainees  be cause of his advice 
to them to ge t in there and die . Pers onally, although I use the General 
Patton sys tem of forcing the other s on of a bitch t o  die for his country , 
I do enjoy hearing from an accomplishe d  Die r .  An,d s � without further ado , 
le t me introduce General To:r.linaga ,  C ommande r of tne .; apanese  4th Air Army . 

Then on 17th January, one of Tomtnaga • s  pilots flew into Baguio 
with news that his commander had fled to Taiwan, taking most  of t he ser
viceable aircraft and the ir crews with him and le aving the ground staff 
to fend for themse l¥e s . Thia parti cular pilot wante d  Yamashit a to auth
orize his own flight back to Taiwan, be caus e ; 1 it is no use staying here 
without petrol • • •  , Yamashita angrily refused,  and s ignalled Tokyo 
demanding Toninaga 1 s court -mart ial . ( Tominaga had been a ka�ikaze en
thus iast and had a great deal to say to the young suicide pilots about 
saving the Emperor, dying for Japan, and be coming Gods . Every t ime he 
despatched a kamikaze mis s ion he told the pilots that he would be coming 
t o  join them • at the earliest  opportunity' . With the pass age of time and 
the deteriorating s ituat ion, howe ve r ,  Tominaga 1 s determination to die 
was steadily diss ipate d. ) P •  132 

from YAMASHITA, Ballantyne Books , by A . J. Barker 
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May , 1 98 8 . Galaxy Tours v i s i t  to Poltava , USSR . 
Mark Burton , P , O . Box 2 3 4 ,  Wayne , PA 1 9 08 6 ,  Ph . 800/ 5 2 3 - 7 2 8 7  

In PA 2 1 5 / 2 54-6600  
2 Jun e ,  1988  99th BOMB GROUP , FORT LAUDERDALE , FLORIDA 

Julius Horowi tz,  3507 Oaks Way , #91 1 ,  Pompano Beach, FL 33069 
Ph . 305/973-1 677 

1 9  May , 1 98 8  Denver co . AF Escape and Eva s i on Society 
AFEES , 2 2 1 0  Donegal  Ct . ,  Deer Park TX 7 7 5 3 6  

Ph . 7 1 3/479-5598  
2 6  May , 1 98 8  Ame r i can Former POWs Stalag XVI I - 8  Omaha NE , 

b t M D · P . O . Box 3 2 54-ES S ,  Tuscaloosa AL 3 5404 Hu er . av1. s ,  
Phone 2 0 5 / 5 5 1 - 3 8 3 2  

7th BG Salt Lake C ity 
1 37 2  S .  Ma in  St . ,  Salt  Lake C i ty , UT 8 4 1 1 5- 5 3 3 6 , ph . 

2 2j une 1 9 8 8  
S i d  Birdsley , 
8 0 1 /5 8 2 - 9 7 7 2  
25 June 1 988 NW Chapter 99BGHS , Vancouver WA 

Pete Boggs , E .  250 Woodland Dr . ,  Shelton WA 206/426-4371 
1 2  Oct . 1 98 8  8 AFHS , Des Mo i nes IA 

P , O . Box 3 5 5 6 , Hol lywood FL 3 3 0 8 3  
1 1  May , 1 98 9  Bombard i er s , Inc , . ,  Dayton OH 

E . C . Humphr ies , Star Rt . #1 , Box 2 5 4 ,  Eagle Harbor MI 
Sep . 1989  1 5th AF ASSN . , FORT WORTH TX 

P . O . Box 632 5 ,  March Air Force Base , CA 9 2 5 1 8  
1 989 99th Bomb Group , McAllen TX 

Jeff Waguespack , 1423 Tul ip Ave . McAllen TX 78504 
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1981-1987 News le tters , $5 per ye ar . 8 1_82_83_84_85_86_87_ 

NAME ------------------------ SQUADRON ASSOC.  --- ---
ADDRESS NEW RENEWAL -----------------·------ ----- ------
CITY S'l'ATE ZIP PHONE -------------:-- ------ ------

.,:�� *',\ ·�t ·,;:.. "'i\ .,,· ·,,- ·,r -" ,J� -,; -,.; --· •• ,. •• n •• n ��� •• •• �'::-

Fail  to  Walter Butler - 0608 ]ellehaven Place HE �:- Albuquerque NM 87112 
Wake payable to  99BGHS . Your addre s s  label  shows the date to  which you 
are paid up . 
�- �_l. .• ·,i' il' ,, •,P 

�e do not stop the subsriptions of deceased members ; in fact Wal ter 
6f t.l{g&�e �£"� sub s cription for an extra ye ar. But we do ne e d  any Change s 

A n o ther Quote. 

BARBAROSSA, John Keegan, Ballant ine 3ooks 

German s oldiers guilty of breaking international law • • •  will be excuse d.  Adolf Hitler b>tre.. p. 49 For many in the German army, the •e� intolerable sentiments , but 
none would protest  dire ctly and mos t ,  as things turne d out , would obey 
orders issue d  in this spirit . p .  4� 

T A P S 
J . S . " Jerry"  Knowl ton 
My father d i ed several  years ago . He l ived a happy , productive useful 
l i f e  following his release f rom POW camp . s i ncerely your s , 
M .  Knowlton 

1 7 5  West Apple at F i r s t , P . O . Box 7 8 6  Muskegon MI 49443-0786  

Julian Parkman . .  Jul ian died August 1 6th from a massive heart 
attack . .  He d ied suddenly whi le s itting in the den . We enj oyed our 
trip to Dayton and I am so grateful that I did get to know his service 
fr iends . . .  We miss him so much . Dot Parkman , Sumter , SC . 

Matthew G . Redding 
My dad passed away several  years ago . .  My Dad ' s  plane was shot down 
7-2-44 near the Yugoslavi a-Hungary Border . 

B i l l  Redd ing , 1 8 3  Clearview Drive , Midlothian  TX 76065  

John Bates Clark I I  

. . .  John died  of cancer Jan  1 9 ,  1 967 . He  had been s ick for  about 
two year s . I t  was a great loss  to all  of us . 
Wright S t . , Westport CT 06880-3 1 1 3  

Patr i c i a  Clark ,  

Kenneth E .  Broughton , 1 1 0 9  3rd  St . ,  Jackson MI  4 9 2 0 3  passed away on  
2 8  December 1 987 . Ken was  a member of  my crew and  we flew  with the 
4 1 6th Bomb Squadron . Hi s w i fe Ruth , two sona , Kenneth and Marty , 
and one daughter , Cheryl , survive . 

D i ck Dra i n ,  Box 664 Westc l i ffe  CO 8 1 25 2  

Mi ehe 
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