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THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
The recent 99th Bomb Group Historical Society Reunion held at The 

Marriott Hotel in Dayton, Ohio, was a historical and memorable occasion. 

More than four hundred members and guests witnessed the dedication and 
unveiling of the black granite monument in the Air Force Memorial Park at 
Wright Field on Saturday, June 28, 1986. Words of praise inadequately 
express our gratitude to Jim Sopp and his committee for this outstanding 
tribute to all members of the 99th. This was the highpoint of many 
planned activities. 

The simplicity of the inscription contributed by Tom Gamm for the 
memorial is a model that carries a penetrating message for all to reflect 
upon. To an observer the memorial represents many different meanings -
if the center portion is removed, then an unmistakable "V" for victory 
appears. Or consider the center portion alone - a five-sided pentagon 
appears. Overall, the group "Diamond-Y" symbol is the main theme. The 
rendition of the B-17 is absolutely outstanding. If one listens 
carefully, a muffled roar of the engines sound through the years. 

Upthegrove 
Appropriate 

and Jim Sopp. 

The dedication ceremony was most impressive. General 
released the cover for all to view the beautiful memorial. 
words during the ceremony were said by President Joe Chance 
A brief history of the 99th Group was given by George Coen. 

During the Saturday night banquet, Past President Bernie Barr 
conducted a "drawing" for donated prizes. 
Many thanks to the following donors: 

Dorothy Wrentrnore -three works of art. 
James L. Smith - four bottles of wine. 
Louis E. Walker handmade silver 99th BG ring. 
United Airlines - two round-trip tickets. 

The entire proceeds of the raffle were placed in the memorial 
Thanks Bernie for a job well done. 

fund. 

Warmest regards, 
---� . .  

� ,;,�1 --f·· 
..:,(, ( 

Lew Boatwright 
President, 99BGHS 



FROM THE VEEP 
We have an interesting account from Joe Kenney, but since it was 

double-s�aced it had to be sent out for re-typing. Alas, the typist was 
on vacation; the deadline looms; and the account therefore will go into 
the November issue. And your editor will be inspecting a dam tomorrow. 

D�ar G�orge Ccen (�istorian & Editor) 99th BG HS 
2908 Aliso Dr. KE 
AJ.buq1_;-:;rque, t:E. [?HO 

20-,iuly-lS,f:u 

Eelp----�.1rn.ing the Dedication of our Y.emorial at tr,'3 U . .S. Air Force J"'.useum ;·'.e,,1orial 
park in Dayton, Ohio. 2c June 1986 my 'Jideo Camera battery :ailed. 
I am asking all otr,ers that have Video Tapes and other pictt:res of this event also other 
p-'irts r:,f this reunion to help me out by sending the!1 to me tr) copy off, 1: wj J l reti: rn th�n!, 

·:r1a..n.i{S. Art t:JLi.})}.> ) .H..f, I c·: Sex .)J ) .-I'ir tc�r�, }·:o. 6508:. 

\\ 
The inscription n this M orifl is a\(e<:Qrd'X\f)'.. ti e that he 99th Bom-
bardment Grou (H) en)�? in Africa and Europe urin World War II. 
These inscriptio s, pla d �ri im�rishable std\�; II spe for centuries. 
These words ca not be · ence.d, stone s'e_rm<?ns d not p ish, and when 
they are read thet simple rmo...n, can_�ducat� eac genera on, newcomers 
to the world wit the tra �on�ff tn�s� w�, p ceded hem. 

. \ . ' 
. . \, . 

And in the futur when o r sons �d <laugher and ye , our grandsons 
and granddaught rs visit th Mii\Forc� Mu�u and sta d in front of the 
Memorial and in t e quiet s hctity of tl1e Me rial Park let us hope they 
understand the du I purpos �'d;is Mem�ria It is a tri ute �6 the people 
to whom it was e.re ted. But �,._���·" people ho bt,ilt it. People 
who were sentime tal and thoughtful enough to expr ss !�ir love in a 
traditional w�y(6y tablet of stone that has immense a d �<;turing value 
as a symbol 'fl� eep and abiding devotio� of the ivi:fl�.P�1embers of 
the 99th Bom�d Group Historical Society . · � 

;�� ... -;���� ���; 

PAS'r ?RESIDEl-�1'' S RE?ORT 
by Joe Caance 

Our 'l'welfth Annual Reunion in Dayton Ohio this past June was no doubt 
the most memorable of them all and one that will forever be enshrined in the 
archives of the U.S.Air Force and on the grounds of the Air Force !ofoseum 
at the '.'/right-Pat terson Air Force Base. The r eason, of course was the 
dedication of a beautiful __ memorial to all those who served in the 99th 
Bo:1b Group during World ·.'lar II. 
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'l'he dedication ceremony took place at the site of the memorial 
with so;ne b.50 of our members and guests along with Air Force and l{use,..un 
dignitaries in attendance. The cerer.10ny included a welco::-ling speech oy 
the president of the 99th followed by an invocati on by tho Air For ce 
Chaplain. I'he history of the 99th Bo:-nb Group·::as next by our historian, 
George Coen, who gave an outstanding presentation. 'rhe unveiling of the 
memorial was next and was done by General upthegrove and the ?resident 
(a breath-taking event). The memorial had been covered up to this time. 
The Presentation of the Title Transfer by the President and the acceptance 
by the Air Force followed. A wreath which honored all those who gave their 
lives in the service of their country was then placed at the foot of the 
:nemorial by the Presenters - ?ete Beze'k, Rich,., rd Dempsey, Art z:nipp and 
Al Schroeder. 'I'hen came the Benediction by the Air Force Chaplain and 
finally Taps by the Air Force. It vvas a simple but beautiful ceremony 
which brought tears to �any of us. 

The rest of the reunion went smoothly as nlanned. 'Ehe acco::1.odations 
at the Harriott Hotel, our headquarters, were excellent as were the ban
quet ;;1eals. 'I'he Marriott p;ave us a terrific late afternoon cocktail party 
on Friday with all kinds of food - a delightful treatl Our business lunch
eon and final banquet were both successful, as usual. 

'rhis did not just happen, of cours.e. It took a year of plpnning 
with '.· .1onthly meetings either in Dayton or in nearby cities to acco-:1odate 
Co:-:rni ttee members. There were trip� to Colu.rnbus, Ohio to check on the pro
p;ress of the memorial and several ,r1ee tings with Air Force officials to 
go over t:1.e pror;ra.r:1 and pick the site. I attended as many of these meetings 
�s I could during t he year but the credit goes to Jim Sopp, the reunion chair
man, who worked constantly throughout the year to see that all details were 
t,1ken care of, and also to his Comnittee consistine of Ernest Gentit, Pete 
Bezel<:, and Gene Agnew. I say thanks. It was a pleasure to work with youl 

This past year has been hectic in many ways for me but I thoroughly 
enjoved serving as your president during this ti::ne and I wish to. thank 
all of vou who attended the reunion for your enthusiastic support. 

·- Lew Boatwright will be your ?resident this coming year and we wish 
h1"1 the best of luck. I will be happy to cooperate in any way possible. 

Sincerely 
Joe Chance, Past President. 

1986 REUNION DAYTON, OHIO 

Thursday 26 June. Registration of the early birds in the 
1'.arriott no tel lobby with our efficient Ernie Gen tit in charge was 
the first st�p into a great reunion. Ernie was aided in this im1,ortant 
task by volwiteer ladies from the Dayton Cha.rr.ber of CoIIll!.erce, who were 
very helpful in manning this station. 

The lobby was tL.Le scene of greetings by friends of previous 
reunions and always the joyous first meeting, since War II, of buddies 
f'ro1.. Africa or Italy. And, isn't it amazing how rr.uch our circle of' neYJ 
friends grows with each successive reunion. 

After check-in it was on to the hospitality roo11. hosted by genial 
Gene Agnew. Here was a scene of n,ore greetings and con.versa tions on 
events from forty plus years ago. 

A nUIL.ber of early arrivals played golf at �right-Patterson AFB 
under arrangellients by Fete Bezek. From the reports of players, they 
really enjoyed themselves with many thanks to Pete. 

Then it was an inf'orn.al dinner tin,e with friends or crew n.e:r,,bers 
after which it was back to the lob.by or registration to check for new 
arrivals. There was alwajS that anticipation of meeting soffieone 
unexpected. 

Friday 27 June. This day began with a steady inf'lux of new 
arrivals plus tnose trG.nsfer·ring fron:. the Hilton to the karriot. Total 
registration of 9�th n.erubers and guests was 410, the largest yet, and 
growing at a good rate each year. This is the direct result of our 
headq_uarters staff, na.lliely George Coen our super sleuth, and the efforts 
of our individual n:.ewbers. 
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The 9�th BG business luncheon was enjoyed by approximately 200 
in the banq_uet rooru. The meeting was conducted by president Joe Chance 
who introduced members of the board, Treas.Walter Butler, Vice-Pres. 
Lew Boatwright, Historian & Editor George Coen. 

The schedule 01· subsequent events for the week were reviev,ed. 
The 19&7 reunion is to be held in Dallas, Texas probably in late 

April with firIL details forthcorting in t11e newsletter. 
The 19Lb reunion site at Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, per invitation 

of Jules Horowitz, was discussed and approved by the group. It Vias also 
mentioned that, so�etiLe in the future, it might be to our advantage to 
join with the 15th AF for a reunion. 

Past president Bernie Barr discussed a proposal for a ��th BGHS 
n.eli,orial plaq_ue at the Air Force Acaden.y v,hich is being done by many 
other groups. It would be �resented to the Acaderr.y in 0ctober 1�&7. 
This was a1.proved. Further details will be reported in the nev,sletter. 

New direc'tors nor...ina ted and aJ;provcd we1·e Richard Den:.psey and 
Charles I,.iller. This concluded the business at hand and the ILeeting 
was adjourned. 

The highlight of Friday evening was a delightful rriixer for the 99th 
BGES held unde;r a large colorful tent next to the sv;irriL.ing pool and 
was sponsored by the h:arriott Hotel. Cocktails and ordeurves were served 
from five to seven P .:t. After this fun party, it Vias inforrr..al dinner 
tiIL.e with friends. 

In the evening 15th AF films could be seen in the Salon and also 
Art hnipy viJeo fil:L.s oi· J;revious reunions • Art deserves a big than.ks 
fron. all of us for his generosity in preservinb on f'ilm :peo:i;.le and 
events at our reunions. 

Saturd.ay £:"t June. Starting at 9:15 Al'. v,e were buss�J. to the 
Air Force I..useuu at \'rrig1t-Patt�rs0n AFB for dedication of the �9tl1 
:BoL.b Group Historical Society Lemorial. The cere1.;ony began at 11:00 J •• i .. 
v.i th a wele;oL.e by president Joe Chance and the invocation b;y bas8 chaJ:l�in 
Eugene Blazek • .An outstanding presenti:l.tion of the 99th BG history of 
oper£..tions in V,ar 11 was IL.ade by George Coen, our group historian. 
The melliorial was then unveiled by I,.aj. General Upthegrove and president 
Chance. Forn..al presentation of Title Transfer by president Chance was 
I4ade to R.E.Baughma.n representing the Air Force I,�useuru who acknowledged 
receipt of Title with ver-J complin..entary reILarks on the record of the 
99th Bon.b Group. 

A beautiful wreath presention was done by P. Bezek, R. Dempsey, 
A. F..nip�, and A. Schroeder followed by the Benediction by Chaplain 
Blazek. Taps were pla.1 ed by a bugler from the V,right-Patterson Band. 

Overall, it was an impressivE! ceren..ony and setting :for dedication 
of a beautiful men..orial to all who served with the ·:;;;9th Bomb Group 
and of �hich we can all be very proud. 

A panoralIJ.ic color photo was taken with everyone 5athered around 
the meILorial. V,e were then free to take pictures and tour the museum at 
our leisure for the remainder of the afternoon. To see this remarkable 
display of military aircraft brought back n..any memories to 99'ers. 

After the tour, it was back to the hotel on the convenient bus 
service provided f'or us. Tne hospitality room was open for reminiscing 
or for some, it was a little siesta prior to the saturday evening 
grand banq_uet. 

It was a gala cocktc.;.il hour preceding the ban;uet. V,i th everyone 
seated, we were welcon.ed by ;president Chance. The invocation was L.ade 
by Jim S0p11 who also led us in the Pledce of Allegiance. A delicious 
dinner v,as served to nearly f·our hW1dred people. Tl1i s nwr.ber of �9 'ers 
in the large ban(iue t room had to be a very gratifying sight to the 
Dayton co.wlhittee and to the early group organizers who have seen the 
growth in only a few years. 

The progrruu after dinner began v.i th relliarks from president Chance. 
He introduced J;.a,i. General and I,'.rs. Upthegrove who received a standing 
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ovation. Also at the head table was past president Bernie Barr and 
merubers of the Dayton coIDL..i ttee including 11:X.&I.:rs. Pete Bezek, 11:.r. Ernie 
Gen tit, .Kr.&I..rs. Gene Agnew and chairmain ?IJ>.&I,:rs. Jim Sopp. They all 
received a great hand for a job well done. 

Jim Sopp introduced the guest spean:er an assistent in operations 
of the Air Force ?l�useum who s1,;oke on the evolution 0£ the n..useum 
along with a slide presention. His ren..arks and iictures on the recovery 
and restoration of the many aircraft was well received. 

Jim Sopp then described the procedure in choosing the 99th BG 
memorial. It was an interesting and informative talk obviously 
requiring �uch study and thought for those directly involved. The 
architect for the rrieruorial was introduced, l':lr. Carl Faehnle, who was 
·well apr,la1.-.dt:d for his fine work. 

Bernie Barr next conducted a drawing for three pictures painted 
in the 1,ast year by Lrs. Dorothy \;rentn.ore. T.r.:.e proceeds of this were 
donated to the I .. emorial Fund, a nice gesture by 1,,rs. \'lrentruore. Other 
items i·or the drawing included a neat ring by Lou V.alker, a i·ine B-17 
n.odel by Jim La Vey, and a United Airline pass. :r.:any thanks to these donors. 

Our next president �ou Boatwright was introduced. Lou is from 
New Lexico and one of the original organizers of our 99th BGHS. Let's 
all give him the support he needs in the coming year. 

Final remarks thanked everyone for their support of this reunion 
and the hope all would have a safe trip home. 

Sunday 29 June. A sumptuous breakfast in the banquet room started 
our last day and the orderly withdrawal of �9' ers f'roIL. the 1,:arriott. The 
lobby vms the scene of goodbyes and see you in Dallis. For firsttimers 
it we.cs the end of a very meaningful reunion with old friends. 

.And t1mt friends is also the wish of your �9th officers who want 
to see you all neJXt year in DALLAS. 

99th. Bomb Group Historical Society 

Geprge F. Coen, Historian Res 347th. Squadron 
Mission to Messina 
May,2,Sth. 1943 

Dear George, 
With my Christmas card from Bankhead this past week was 

enclosed this newspaper article from our Tail Gunner, Jack.D. Gerard. 
Where they hung the name of Pollitzer,I do not know,but if Jack shows 
up at Dayton in June,I shall ask him. 

The details are much like the article I was writing under the title 
YBeyond Fighter Escort" This was our Sixteenth mission and we were sent 
to rest camp at Agadir, North Africa. Some ten to fifteen years later 
I read in a newspaper that Agadir had been hit by an earthquake and 
practically demolished. It was a very lovely resort city on the coast 
about 150 miles south of Casablanca. 

You have gathered that I was the Co-pilot on this Messina Mission, 
What Jack did not tell you was that I at first identified the 'Iwin
engine fighter as a Bristol Beaufort of the British. When it dived at 
us with cannons blazing,! changed my mind. Bankhead was wounded on his 
right throttle hand by a cannon shell that came over our shoulder fron 
a pass from the tail and exploded inside the cockpit in front of our 
ver-y eyes. I did not get a scratch and when I saw blood spurting from 
lSankheads throttle hand, I motioned to take over the controls. However 
being wounded got him to even grip the controls harder and he was now 
determined to win out over the German Pilot. When the fighter ran out 
of ammunition, he made two or three daring passes about ten feet over 



( 6 

our nose. It was at that time that Jack came into the cockpit and gr��bed 
my .45 from rrry holster and was going to shoot into the German fighter s 
cockpit. What he and I did not know that I had put the firing pin in 
backward the day before so the pistol misfired. Had he taken Bankheads 
.45. I think he would have at lesst did some damage. 

I am getting along quite well since Irene's passing. but you always 
miss the one you Love. �o people go through a lot in 4) years of marr--o 
iage and two daughters. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Dayton. 

Sincerely, 

Dear George: 

I'm writing again because I urgently need some details about 

a 99th Group aircraft. The B-17 in question is 42-3026. According to the 

histories reproduced in the newsletter, she was·assigned to the 348th 

Squadron on May 12, 1943. She was a new replacement aircraft. She was 

around until at least March/April 1944, so she would have had a 

pretty good record. 

While I'd be grateful if you would run a request for information 

in the newsletter, I'd also.be in your debt if you could check your 

own files and photos for any details about this aircraft. I'm interested 

to learn the plane's nickname, her ultimate fate, and anything else you 

might turn up. I have a poor photo which shows the tail area of this 

aircraft, but I'm anxious to learn what other markings she carried, 

particularly on the nose. 

Another aircraft which interests me is a camouflaged B-17G, 

serial number 42-31473. I would like to confirm whether or not she flew 

with the 99th. This particular B-17 would have reached the group as 

a replacement about the end of 1943, or early in 1944. 

Any help you can offer will be v�-::y welcc�e. We need these 

details to complete a painting of the aircraft involved. 

31 Parkland Road 
Mona Vale 2103 
Sydney, Australia 

Vie are always interested in the young reporte s' conceptions of 
Ancient History. In this account, we know that Jim Sopp referred to the 
invasion of Southern France. This comes through to the younger generation 
as 'rhe Invasion of France, and that is Normand·y. So write your account 
for tne record - Write it now. 

REMEMBRANCE: 
99 Bombardment 

7 TIMES PUBLICATIONS 
Wednesday, July 2, 1986 

They were men of courage and honor; men who daily risked their lives for their country 
and her people. 

Oftentimes, 10 of them at a time were in love with the same lady because she was the 
lady that allowed them to carry out their mission; the lady that had the power to carry 
them home. 

"THEY" are the men of the 99th Bombardment Group and their ladies were the then 
state-of-the-art B-17s--the 74-foot, 65,000-pound airplanes capable of withstanding 
intensive enemy assaults and emerging from the smoke-filled chaos to return to base. 

Together, the 99th and its airplanes were instrumental in bringing about the Allied 
victory in World War II. 

June 26-29, the men and their families gathered in Dayton for a reunion and the 
dedication of a memorial at the Air Force Museum in honor of those who served with the 99th 
Bombardment Group during World War II. 

For Kettering resident Joe Sopp, the reunion of the 99th Bomb Group Historical Society 
and the dedication of the memorial were the end-results of an effort that began two years 
ago. 

IN 1984, Sopp volunteered his abilities to organize a gathering of the men and their 
families in Dayton. At that time, he also contact Bernie Barr, who is on the historical 
society's board of directors, and suggested that the Air Force Museum would be the ideal 
location for the memorial. 

11 This is the first time in my life, in working on a project, that I have had complete 
cooperation. I had 100 percent support for the memorial," said Sopp, who flew as a 
navigator in the 99th Bomb Group. 

The 99th Bombardment Group flew 395 missions from March 31, 1943 until April 26, 1945. 
To put this into perspective, noted Sopp, this meant that in that time p7ri?d which 

encompassed slightly less than 800 days, the 99th flew at least one combat m1ss1on every 
two days. 

During World War II, the 99th was awarded two Distinguished Unit Citations for �he 
destruction of enemy bomb planes, hangars, and fuel supplies at the Gerbini airfield prior 
to the invasion of Sicily on July 5, 1943, and for withstanding fighter assaults to bomb 
vital aircraft facilities and factories at Wiener Neustadt on April 23, 1944. 

11IN PROFICIENCY, dedication and skill the 99th was definitely one of the superstars," 
said Sopp. "And, I think part of the reason we were able to fly so many combat miss.i�ns 
was because of the weather conditions around our bases [Navarin, Algeria; Oudna, Tun1s1a; 
and Tortorella, Italy] and the talent and dedication of our ground crews. We would go out 
and get shot up and they were the ones that had to put it all back together again." 

Classified as heavy bombardment, the 99th flew long combat missions that took the men 
deep into dangerous enemy territory. The airplanes and their crews of 10 often had to 
travel four to six hours away from their stations to reach the target areas, and each 
mission could last for as long as nine hours. It was also not unusual for crew members to 
have to suffer through temperatures hovering below zero degrees while the B-17s flew 25,000 
feet above the earth. 

Having worked together day in and day out not only to survive, but also to win a war, 
the men of the 99th adhere to a certain sense of deep camaraderie. Likewise, when they get 
together for reunions, there is never a shortage of reminiscent stories going around. 

SOPP HIMSELF recalls the invasion of Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944. "I can remember 
we had flown over the water the day before and it had been completely empty,11 he said. 110n 
that day when we started out, it was the blackest night I have ever seen in my life. As 
dawn approached, though, the best I can describe it is it looked like a million little ants 
on a blue-green carpet down there with all the tankers, destroyers and battleships. The 
day before, there hadn't even been a one down there. 

Sopp also remembers an extremely tense half-hour on that particular mission. Only 
four of the eight bombs that were to be released left the airplane. The other four were 
stuck--and alive--inside the plane. "That was a very scary half-hour," said Sopp. ''Those 
bombs were set and ready to go off and he [the bombardier] had to go down there and disarm 
them so they woul dn I t go off. Obviously, he did it, and we survived. 11 

Survival, said Sopp, was something he and his fellow crew members were very good at. 
11 We were lucky, extremely lucky. No one in our crew was killed or seriously wounded [when 
flying together],11 he said. 
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"You have to keep in mi nd that the men i n  the 99th were highly-trained specialists and 
were interchangeable with each other so that if t h ere  was a problem , someo ne co uld f i ll 
in , "  s a i d  Sopp. It was during instances such as this that two men from the crew were shot 
down over enemy territory while f illing in for other squad members. Both men eventually 
made it out of captivity. 

" D uring  t h e  reunion , those men who had been shot down wh ile with the 99th were asked 
to stand up and I ' d say about 50 of them d id. Those who had been  pr i soners of  war were 
also asked to stand and most the men had been at one time , "  said Sopp. 

11 WH EN YOU go th rough someth i ng like war , there are common memori es you want to share 
with the people you had been with. There are those you see often  and  some you don ' t  see 
for years , b u t  you are friends and have been since you were thrown together years ago i n  
the war. " 

And , for years to come , the men of the 99th Bomb Group  will be remembered. To today ' s  
youngest generat i ons , the "war to end all wars " seems almost u nreal--something to read 
about  in h i story books. The dedicat ion of the 99th Bomb Group memor i al at the Air Force 
Museum , however , bri ngs the reality closer to home and , in t h e  process , p ays tribute  not 
o nly to those who fought i n  the war and came back , but also those who went overseas and 
never returned to their homeland 

"This memorial i s  a very important dedication to all the men of the 99th and , we hope 
that it is a way for all of us to let future generat i ons k now what  t h e  99th did , 11 said 
Sopp. 

Dear Mr . Coen, July 29,  1986 

Several months ago in one of the Newsletters, there was a letter from 
Steve Birdsall dated December 6 ,  1986 . He listed a number of planes and 
what happened to some of them. 

Aircraft #46397 MIA March 23 ,  1945 caught my attention as I was on this 
last flight. The target was Ruhland Oil Refinery near Berlin. 

For some reason I was put on a crew to fill in. We were #3 Standby and 
the flak holes from the day before had not been patched . I did not know 
any of the crew but later found out the pilot was "Lea" , co-pilot Frank 
Krupp, Ball Jack Burch , Nav . "Love" , Radio "Beal" ,  I flew as waist gunner . 

No fighters to target but when we turned on I . P .  all hell broke loose. 
Flak was heavy . our #2  caught fire and then #3 caught fire,cowling flew 
off and later #3 prop came off . •  We fell behind formation and it was 
geting lonesome. We were told that two fighters made one pass. Finally, 
dropped bombs and turned east. We tried to get waist door off , but one 
pin hung , Everyone up front had gone . Radio operator tried to push out 
the door and got stuck . I put my foot on him and gave him a little help. 
The other two guys said they were going to the tail to bail out , however , 
I felt the G ' s  were getting too strong so I hit the door with my shoulder 
and went out . Really did a lot of flips and probably fell several 
thousand feet before I straightened out . 

I finally got my chute open. Everything sure was quiet until the machine 
gun bullets and small flak started popping . Thought it was a JU-88 I had 
seen just before bailing out , but it was coming from the ground . I 
finally tried to play dead and it at least stopped the flak . 

I hit in a battle field with a lot of dead soldiers everywhere. No one 
was alive but me so I headed East as fast as I could . Just before dark 
while trying to cross a field to some woods . I heard a car and hid behind 
a stack of woods . The car stopped and three young boys got out with . submachine guns and started across the field . I knew they were looking 
for me . r finally stood up and surrendered . Besides a little slapping 
around and threats with their guns I made out okay. They took me to a 
bombed out house with dead soldiers around it and put me in the basement . 
For the next three days they were fighting all around the town . Finally a 
Russian who could speak English talked to me and Jack Burch. 
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Early, before daylight , the next morning we were taken to a small truck 
and about three hours later after many turn arounds because of fighting we 
got to a grass air field . A FW190 made a pass over the field and they put 
us on a C-47 as the YAK fighters took off . We lifted our gear and dodged 
tree tops back to L 'wow, Poland where we got together with other crew 
members. The Russians then flew us to Poltova, Russia. 

After a few weeks there,  Roosevelt died and we wanted to get out of 
Russia . They had a B-17 that had been shot up but it flew in sometime 
back and some of the guys got all the engines running . About six or seven 
of us said we would fly it back to Italy if  they would let us . The pilots 
name was "King " ,  It had been stripped but after losing an engine over the 
Black Sea she brought us back to . Barri,  Italy. 

We all got out alive. Frank Krupp, I understand, broke his legs and back 
and the Germans kept him until after the· war was over . The Tail gunner , 
name unknown , was kept with a bunch of German P .O.W. 's  for about twenty 
days . After forty days we all lost some weight but all were alive and I 
hope are today. 

,;�

y

: J� 
;�llis 
99thB .G .416 Sqdn 

P . S .  We all had a great time in Dayton. Thanks to all who did a wonderful 
job. 

May 14 , 1986 
Dear George ;  
We received our i ssue o f  the 99th Bomb Group Newsletter early last week and t h i s  is the one 
where my let ter regarding t h e  B-17  which lost i ts dorsal fi n from a frag bomb , was 
publ i shed. This h a p p e ned over Villaorba Airdrome i n  northern Italy on March 18 , 1944. 
There were many comme nts about t his which i ncluded t h e  damage resulted from a n  enemy 
roc ket , of which we had plenty from the 67 ME 210s which were lau nching them and even t hat 
the B-17 had made it home without that dorsal fi n. Ours was one B-17 that had problems of  
frag bomb clusters h a ng i ng u p  o n  t h e  left , o u ts i de lower part ?f that bomb rack •. When 
bombs were released the above clusters came loose a nd literally f i lled the left s i de of 
t h a t  bomb bay w i t h  loose frag bombs on top of those hung up clusters. When I advised the 
Bombardier of the problem , he in turn salvoed a nd t hose lower clusters released and t h e  
w hole works fe l l  from t h e  bomb bay helter skelter . As always , I checked the bomb bay to 
make certa i n that it had cleared and as I looked downward , a B- 1 7  drift i ng to the  left , 
very close and j ust below us . I hadn ' t  really made the connect i on that it might have been 
a frag bomb from our O \'ln  pla ne  u ntil I received t h e  lett e r  from Roy W. Baker � f 
C arlinvi l l e Illi nois. I e nclose a co py for your records . I am most grateful for th is  
letter si nce ' i t  clears up some areas of  wonderment  in  my  m i nd also. I look forwa_rct �o 
meeting Roy and his wife J u ne. I 1 m sure we h ave much in common, �ot . t�e least of which is 
crossing paths on March 18 , 1944. Hi� letter seems to . have . some s i �n1 f icant value  for our 
records I beli eve, and may have some i nterest to our Historical Soci ety . 
I ncident ally , I permi tted my Son-i n-law to read t h a t  last newslett�r a nd he  took the 
liberty of ordering one of those 99th Bomb Group li cense plates from Bern i e  Barr . We have 
rece i v ed t his already and I 1 m most pleased w i th i t. Really very much worth the money my 
Son-in-law spent on it as a gift for me. I rarely tell him this but he 1 s a real great guy. 
Maud i e  and I hope all is well w ith  you and Martha these day. Our best to you both; 

Joe and Maud i e  l:'em,eJ 
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May 5, 1986 

Hello Joe; 
You don 1 t k now me, Joe, but ou r p at hs i n  t h i s  l i fe c rossed o n  3-18-44 and of course I 
d i d n 1 t know  o f  you unt i l  tod ay wh en I read t h e May  1 i ssue o f  t h e 99t h  B�mb Group 
Histori ca l Soci ety Newsletter. 
I was t h e engi n ee r o n  the B-17 that l ost her tai l on that fateful day. Ma ny has bee n the 

ti mes I 1 ve wondered how we got knoc ked out by our own planes and your story c l ears up a l ot 
of guesswo rk for me. We were turn i ng left to go down to the wat er when we were h i t. After 
I ba i led out, 2 ME 109s ci rcles me on the way down so you could possibly h ave s e e n t h a t  
too. They didn ' t  fi re a t  me, however. 
I lea r n ed about t h i s  Hi sto r i c al Soci ety last February and t he ��i fe and I a re planni ng on 
goi ng to Dayton. Her name i s  Jun e. We

1 d sure l i k e to  me et  you a n d  M audi e. The L o rd 
wi ll i ng we

1 ll see you i n  Dayton. 

1 .  

1 .  

Ke l ly, Laure l W., 2d Lt 
Born - 3 Feb 1916 
Home Address - 702 C la rk Avenue, 
Peacet ime Professi on - Mechanic 
MIA - 24 July 1944 

Si nce rely; 
Roy W, Bo k e r" 

2 1  Novembe r 1944 
ESCAPE STATEMENT 

348th Sq 99th Bomb Gp 
Enlisted - 13 Dec 1942 

Bluffton, Ind. 

RTD - 21 Nov 1944 Missi ons - 3 
348 Sq 99th Bomb Gp  
En l isted - 20  Dec 1940 

Stoeh r, Allen W., 1st Lt., 
Born - 4 Sep 1917 
Home Address - 727 C Street,l_i!I� Neb 
Peacet im e  Profess ion - Student 
MIA - 24 July 1944 RTD - 20 Nov 1944 

2. On 24 July 1944, sources were on a mi ssi on to bomb Tor i no  tank repa i r  factori es. The 

sh i p  was a B-17, pi loted by 1st Lt H.R. Ernst (USA/SKP/187 ) ,  S ou rce I, Lt  L.W. Ke l ly was 
co-pi lot. 

Be fore t h e I . P .  was reach ed, N o. 1 engi ne cut out and could not be feathered. The 
engi ne was t h row i ng oi l and was expected t o  catch  f i re . '  N o  f i re, h oweve r, was  see n by 
sources. 

Th e p i _l ot headed t h e sh i p  for Cors ica and sa lvoed bombs and equi pment, about 20 mi l es 
west of Tor i no  ( 45°04'N-07°4_1 1 E ). Ov�r the Adri at ic, the sh i p  had dropped  f rom 23,000 to  
10,000  ft. S ou rces a nd p 1  lot re a l i z ed t hey could n ot reach Cors ica so headed i nla nd 
Over the a rea of Carros io  ( 44°42 1 N-0848'E ),  al l  t he members of t he crew ba i led out. 

• 

Source d i d  not  se e  what  h a p p e ned to  t he p lane, but i t  was reported (by Ita l i ans) to  
have c rashed and burnt up, about 20 mi les north of  Carrosi o. 
3. Neve r i n  e nemy hands. 

4. Sourc_e I, L t  K e lly, land ed on h i s  ow n i n  a y a rd of a house outsi de C ar rosi o. The 

loca l Itali ans welcomed source, gave h i m some w i ne, then h i d  h i m i n  a wood nea r  t h e h ouse 
wh e re h e  spent  t h e n ight. On 25 July 1944, a German pat rol sea rched the  a rea for source ' 
but never . saw h i m. �ource e�changed h is  A rmy uni form for civi li an clothes, and on  29 July 
sta�ted w ith  an  Itali an  P a rt isan  t o  cont act members of h i s  crew, who were reported to  be at 
Bos� o. On  30 July 44, source I contacted Lt A. Stoeh r  ( S ource II ) i n  a c i v i li a n h ouse i n  
Bosi o (44°38'N-08°46 1 E ) .  

0 

� u l y  }4,
1 

1944 source . II, Lt A.W. S t oeh r, b a i led out of B-17, la nd ed at 
44 42 N-08 48  E. U p o n  l a n d i ng, sou rce contacted It a li a n  f a rme rs i n  v i ci n i ty s/w of 
Se rava l l e ( 44° 43 1 N-8°51E )  w h o  we re fr i endly and t reated him well.  They i n formed source 
that t hey thought they knew the whereabouts of h is  crew members. Through them, source made 
an unsuccessfu l attempt to contact crew ( t h is  date ) .  

Lat e t h a t  n ight source ( Lt A.W. Stoeh r )  was taken to  Itali an farmhouse i n  Bos i o  where 
he stayed. (Alone unti l Lt Ke l ly arr ived July 30, 1944. ) 

11 

NOTE : Source obse rved t h e c h u tes of three EM  who preceded h im ba i li ng out, open up 

and is  of t he opi n i on that t hey landed s a fely. N ames of EM a re as fo l lows : ( 1 ) T/Sgt 

Henry, J.H., (2 ) S/Sgt M i ller, (3 ) S/Sgt Hi l l, H.L. 

At Bosi o, both  s ources l ived i n  a n Ital i a n  h ouse _unti _l 23 October 1944 • .  both h ad 

asked const a n tly t o  be put i n  t ouch w i t h  esca pe o rga n i z at i ons �ut t h e P a r t i s a ns a n d  

ci v i li a ns we re too  much a f ra i d of local Fascists and Germa ns t o  g ive th�m much h elp. In 

mi d October 1944, some of sources '  Itali an helpers were a r rest ed by Fasci sts a n d  sources 

moved i nto  h idi ng i n  a barn. 
O n  23 Octobe r 1944, both  s t a r ted on t hei r  own to reach the F rench border. Fo_od was 

obt a i ned from houses passed en route. Pa rtisans were contacted on �5 Octobe r 1944 , n _ t � e 

a rea of Rossi a l i on e ( 44 °34 1 N-08 °40 1 E )  a nd  sou rce t rave lled w i t h . t h em t o _ C o rt�m i l 1 a  

( 44o35'N-8°11 1 E )  reached 29 octobe r 1944 . Here, they lived at a Pa rt isa n  Hq, i n th is  area 

t ·  1 18 N ovemb�r 1944. W h i le w i t h  these Partisans, some B ri t ish offi cers were contacted, 

��d \ources were put i n  touch w i t h  t e n o t he r Am e r i c a n and Al l i ed evade rs a n d  esc_a p�e s. 

Among them : An Australi an ai rman  Ha rry Anchen ( Tattersalls C lub, Melbourne, A�stra l i a ) , 2d 

Lt R ichard Busk i n ( 15941 W o odland, Dea rborn,  M i c h ) ;  1st Lt R ob e rt B o n n av i at  ( 1305 3d 

Avenue , Asbury P a rk, NJ) ; 1st Lt Charles W. P rasse ( 1355 Bi rch St., Denver, Colorado ) .  

o n  18 Nov embe r, sources 1 s t  Lt  B o n n av i at, 1st Lt  C oll i ns (from B-2? :rew ), 1st Lt 

Prasse Sgt Ga rvey (f rom B-25 crew ),  Ha rry Anchen (Austra l i a n ) ,  a smal l  �r i t 1 s �  I nfa nt ry 

soldi e'r, a P oli sh  ma n  and an Itali an  Partisan were all flown out on Ame rican p1 l_oted B-25 

from a landi ng stri p i n  t h e v i c i n i ty. ( M aj  S t out a nd  C a p t  Fulton,  Twe lfth A i r F o rce ) 

landi ng at F l orence on 18 November 1944. 

16-18 Nov 

24 July - 23 Oct 

24 July - 23 Oct 
1944 

APPENDIX B 
B ri t ish M issi on, 
Marsaoli a. 
(3 )  Ki lo, SW, 
Cortemi li a. 

J . G.M. Ken nedy 
Capt , I .G. 9 

C.O. M ajor Temp le 

( Ki lled I.A. 21  Oct 44) 
Lt Co l Cope 

Yugoslav Rudy 
Sgt Burt ( radi o operator )  

Jim -----? ( radi o operator) 

M issi on to work w ith  
Itali an Part isa ns. 

Arranged evacuat i on of  
sources and  othe r All i es. 

NOTE : Thi s  mission  has scattered i nto  h i lls duri ng German  
t ank  attack about 16 November 1944. 

Joseph  G i h o  ( age 28) D i d  everythi ng possible t o  
Itali an  Farmer at Bosi o a i d  sources. Gave food, 

shelter and hidi ng place. 
Mrs. G i h o  
( Joseph's mother )  
S i lv i a  Reppeto  (Age 21) 
at Bos i o  

T. Ma ri o 
( Sector Commande r )  
11th D i  vi s i on 
Itali an  Nati ona l Army of Libe rat i on 

Very fri end ly; brought 
food and clothi ng. 
Brought news of wa r and  
current events to sources. 
Very fri endly, speaks 
Eng l i sh fai r l y  well. 

Sources w i sh to  record t he fact that the Ameri can P i lots who b rought i n  the B-25 ( 18 
Nov 1944 ) at Cortemi li a ( 44°35 1 N-08°12 1 E )  ai rstr i p  di d . a very good. job. The st� i p  was very 
short  a nd t hey ma n aged  t o  g et t h e p la n e i nto the a i r  when heav i ly loaded, w ith  complete  
disregard of t hei r  own safety ( Major Stout & Capt Fulton, Twe lfth AF ) .  
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APPENDIX C 

M a p s  i n  es c a pe k i t  were of u s e. Scale i s  very small. Ame ri can money was good. No 
occas i on to us e fo�d tab l et s  • . M o s qu i t o  t ab � e t s  should be i n cluded. Wat e r pu r i fy i ng 
tablet s  t a k e  20 m i nut es t o  d i s o lve, othe rwi s e a re O.K. G.I. shoes es sent i al. Cro-cord 
soles wea r  out before rubbe r ones. S ide a rms were not carri ed and were not necessary .  

APPENDIX D 
Ge rman F o r ces i n  a rea  C a s t i no ( 44°36 1 N-8° 10 1 E ) .  A lba (44°07'N-8° 10 1 E )  i s  also i n  

German hands. 
G erma n s  a re awa re of ex i st ence of landi ng  stri p at Cortemi li a  (44°36'N-8° 12'E )  but 

wi 1 1  not attack i t. 
( Above i nformat i on f rom Parti s ans. ) 

* * * * * * * * 
Six German 1

1Tiger 11 tanks se en i n  a rea Castino ( 44°36'N-8° 10'E) 18 Nov 1944. 

Al l  P a rt i s a n  t ruc k s  a re now m a rk ed w i th a white roundel. A whi te dot w i th a whi te 
ring round i t. Di ameter of whi te dot i s  approximate ly 10 1

1 - 14 1
1 

Itali an Major Mai ori ( ?), ( Work ing for A l li es) " Cuneo Sector 1
1 

Genoa - Torino - San Remo. ' 

Has  100 thous and P a rt i s ans  under h i s  cont rol  and asks  for Bazookas to be dropped to  
him, or any anti -tank weapons. 

" C"  rat i ons would be useful, as when bands d i s perse, they cannot ca rry food supplies. 
( Informat i on f rom B ri t i sh Agents ).  

CREW MEMBERS 
Lt Bla nkenhei m  
Syt Massey 
Sgt M i  1 ler 
Sgt Hi l l  
Sgt Henry 
( Wa i st gunner, name unknown) 

APPENDIX F 

Reported by P a rt i s a n s  a l l  t o  be li v i ng t ogether, 15 mi les N of Genoa. Late August 
1944. 

Lt E rnst - repat ri ated. 

44 ) .  
Sgt Sheri dan ( ?) contacted on two occa s i ons by mes sage. 
Stay i n g  wi th Ita l i an fami ly, and in good health. 

10 k i los  n/e of Bos i o  ( 12 Oct 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 30 November 1944 - Linz Benzo l  Plant, Austr ia  
I.  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ight e rs : At 0500 hou rs  ju st  p ri O t h · en count e red a short  burst  of f i r� s 
r ? rea_c i n g  the t a rget on e of our a/c 

uni dent i f i ed en emy a i r c raft. Th i s  'bu r��
e

:a�� ���ht t ra c�;� b e i ng v i s i b l e, from an 
o • clock. no evas ive act i on was tak en and the E/ 

m a  p o s i  i on . of a p p rox i mat e ly 2 :30 ac  was not seen again. 
B. F la k :  The a / c  whi ch bombed the p · a t  25 ,000 feet whi ch wa  b r  

. . r imary . target encountered moderate, heavy flak  
other f l a k  was e�countered � 

ea k i ng low as to alt i tude but accurate a s  to def lect i on. No 
II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVAT I ONS : None 

III. CONCLUSION 
A. Total Losses :  None 
B.  Damage : None 
C. Vi ctori es :  None 
D. Correct i ons  on Telephone M i s s i on Report : None 

13 NARRATIVE 
Dur ing  the month of November .  the 99th Bombardment G roup f lew 18 mi s s i ons h i tt i n g  t a rgets 
i n  Austri a, Germany, Yugoslavi a  and Czechoslovaki a. Aust ri a was attac ked 12 t i mes by ou r 
bombers and her t a rget s i n  the V i enna area were hit  s i x  of these t imes. 
On on the se cond of th e month, three of our shi ps took off for K la genfurt, Aust ri a, on a 
ni ght m i s s i on and one of them reached the a rea.  A s i mi l a r  s i tuat i o n t o o k  p l a ce o n  the 
thi rd as one of six went over the Ordnance Depot at V i enna South. 
We we re v i s i t ed by f i ve c rews and ai rcraft of the E i ght Ai r Force who came down for s ome 
t rai n i n g  from thei r  base i n  England. They said that ou r weather  w a s  n i ce r than that i n  
England. 
On the seventh of the month, as the folks back home were goi ng to  the polls to  vote for the 

Pres ident i a l  candidates, the members of the 99th  stood a f o rmat i o n whi le M a j o r  Ge ne r a l  
N athan F.  Twi n i ng, Commanding General of the 15th AAF, p resented the Group wi th i t s  second 
streame r of a P res identi a l  C i tat i on .  It was awarded " For outstandi ng  pe rform a n ce of duty 
i n  a rmed conf l i ct w i th the enemy" on Apri 1 23, 1944. On that date, the �9th A/C went to  
the Wi ener Neustadt Ai rcraft Factory in  Austri a  where they met great oppos i t i on i n  fi yhters 
and flak. Keep i ng format i on desp i te the enemy, the ,9th shi p s  dropped the bombs i n  a good 
patte rn i n  the target area, cri ppli ng the s i ngle engi ne f i ghter producti on of the enemy. 
The s eve nth of November was als o  a day for the combat men to  be a ct i ve i n  s i nce there were 
two m i s s i ons on that date. Li eutenant Colone l Berni e Barr  led the stronger force ove r the 

M a r i bo r  M / Y  i n  Yug o s lav i a, and the second force s ent  two sh i ps over the target at the 
F l ori sdorf Oi l Refine ry dt V i enna, Aust r i a. 
Du r in g  N ovembe r,  the 99th also  part i ci pated i n  the Army's deal  of exchange whereby men of 
the Ai r Forces are al l owed t o  g o  t o  the front  and f ro n t  l i n e men a re permi tted t o  f l y  
m i s s i on s  w i th the Ai r Corp s.  F i r s t  L i eutenant Ceci l M .  Buffale, of the 416th Squadron, 
went to live w i t h  a tank  de st roye r u n i t i n  the fro nt  l i n es t o  comp a re the methods of 
warfare. At the s ame time, Capta in  Vernon 0. Moore of the 185 Fi eld Art i llery Batta l i on of 
the 34th Divi s i on, 5th Army, and two other front li n e offi ce r s  we re gues t s  of the 99th, 
fly ing a few mi s s i on s  and l i v i ng tempora ri ly a s  a i rmen. 
On the 13th of the month, the 99th sent another small force out aga i n st the Naz i s  and two 
ai rcraft reached the target, the Blechhammer South Oi l Refi nery in Germany. 
The m i s s i on t o  V i enna t o  the F leri sdorf Oi l Ref i ne ry on the 18th of November brought the 
99th 1 s m i s s i on t otal to #298, s o, on the next day two forces we r e s ent out i n  hopes that  
the 300 m a rk cou ld  be att a i ned. The fi r s t  of th e two m i s s i on s  was  s ch edu l ed for  the 

Fe rrara Rai l road B ridge i n  Italy, but a comp l ete overcast at the target p reve nted bomb i n g  
s o  the fi r s t  w a s  unsucce s sfu l .  Howev e r,  the oth e r force had bett e r lu ck,  and the 

Wi nterhafen O i l Storage Depot at V i enna was attacked. 
Succe s s  w a s  att a i ned i n  f ly i n g  the 300th mi s s i on on the 20th of Novembe r, and M ajor Wayne 

J. Sew a rd l ed a force of 36 of the 99th 1 s a i r c raft ove r m a r sha l l i n g  y a rds  at  B rn o, 
Czechos l ova k i a  where bomb i ng was done v i a  1

1 Mi ckey. 11 After the mi s s i on, he ( Maj Seward )  was 
cong ratulated by the Commanding Offi cer, Colone l Ford J. Lauer, and plans got unde rway f o r  
a bi g ce lebrat i on to  be he ld on the 16th of December. 
B r i g adi er Gene r a l  Cha r les W. L awrence, Command i n g  General of the w i n g  was present at the 

base to  award Soldi er's Medals to  Capta in  C .S. Rowland, Sergeant E.A. S i l v i s, Sergeant a. 
F. Eydenbe rg, Se r geant W.R. Metca l f, P r i vate F i rst C lass  W.N. Pansare l la, Pr ivate F i rst 
C l ass J.M. Alami llo, and P ri vate E.J. Morri s on. He a ls o  presented Staff Sergeant J.A. K i sh 
w i th a cluster to  a p revi ously earned Soldi er's Meda l .  These men di st ingu i shed themselves 
heroi c ly on January 27, 1944, at a bomber crash on the base. 
Than k s g i v i ng Day on the 23rd of November proved to be a bi g one for the 99th men as i t  was 
nonoperat i onal and all cou ld do a s  they wi shed for the occasi on. Church servi ces we re we l l  
att ended and many of the Prot estants went t o  town where Chapla i n  Ha rold Whi tlock delivered 
the sermon before a capac i ty con g reg at i on at  th e F la g e l l a Theater. Th e turk ey d inne rs  
wh i pped up by the cooks were excepti onally we l l  done and nea rly everyone stuffed himself to  

c a p a c i ty. l n  the even ing,  the G roup ' s  own men p resented a s tage show 1
1Corn on the Cob" 

di rected by Pfc Allen Zwe rdli ng. The show featured s peci alty acts and a "me l l e rd r ammer. 1
1 

The b a r s  recei ved a stock of Amer i can whi s key, and th i s  supp ly, suppleme�ting the regular 
lot a l l owed many of the men to become sli ght ly 11umbri ago.'' 
On th e mo r n i ng  of the 25 th, th e 99th s ent fou r  a i r c raft t o  th e L i n s  B ens o l  P la n t  i n  
Austri a, and bombiny was done i n  the wee, small hours of the morning. 
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The exter i or of Maj o r  Koehne's new 9 9 t h  Bomb G roup Hospita l was completed, _a �

� 
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�
r 

lai d  on the i ns i de, a nd  doors and  w i ndows wer�  i nst�l led. Now only t he i ns1  e nee s 

f i n ish i ng up and t he place w i ll be ready to rece i ve  pat 1ents next month. 

Sport i ng act i v i t i es consisted of volleyball, some touch footba l l, an� �asket
��

l
\ 

�.nd i
! 1 �  

i n  the latter field as usual that the 99th shi nes. The G roup tea� U i amon ac _ 5 .  ar 

one leayue and a team represent i ng the  346th are i n  the other one 1n area compet 1 t 1 on. 

Another n i ght  m i ss i on, G r oup #303, took place on t h e  30 t h  w i t h . three a� rcraft bombi ng 

a lternate targets. The mai n target was agai n the L i ns Bensel P lant i n  Aust ria. 

Thus, anot h e r  mont h ,  and  anot her chapter i n  the h istory of the 99th Bombardment Group 1s 

complete. 

NINETY NINTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H) ARM! A I K  �UK�t� 
Off ice of the I ntelligence Officer 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 13 November 1944 -- Blechhammer South Oi l Ref i nery, Germany 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. Fi ghters : None 
B. Flak : O n e  A / C  reported n o  f lak at t he target or en route, whi le the other A/C 

reported only three or four i naccurate bursts at the target. 
II. SIGNI FICANT OBSERVATIONS 

At  4 5 /65N, 19/51E one search light came on and made two short sweeps of the sky before 
goi ng out. One heavy searchlight was seen from the Budapest area but d i d  not make contact. 
I I I. CONCLUSION 

A. Total  Losses : Tai l gunner of one ear ly return a/c bai led out over Adr iat i c  when 
the a/c encountered very strong turbulence. 

B. Damage : None 
C. V ictori es : None 
D. Correct i ons on Telephone M iss ion Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 15 November 1944 - L i nz Benzol P lant, Li nz, Austria 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ighters : None 
B. F lak : W h i le f ly i ng at 23,000 feet over the target one a/c encountered moderate, 

accurate , heavy f lak result i ng i n  mi nor damage to the ai rplane . No other a/c observed any 
f lak. 
I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS : None 
II I. CONCLUSION 

A. Tota 1 Losses : None 
B. Damage : 1 a/c rece i ved mi nor flak damage 
C. V ictories : None 
D. Cor rect i ons on Telephone M ission Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 16 November 1 944 - Mun i ch West M/Y, Germany 
I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ighters : This G roup observed no enemy fighters today. 
B. F lak ; F l ak encountered ove r t he target at a mean alti tude of 28,600 feet was 

mode rate,-i naccurate a n d  heavy, p r i nc ipa l ly of t rack i ng type. I naccu rate , slight to 
moderate flak was encountered at  two ( 2 )  poi nts en route i n d i cated under  head i ng f lak 
posi t i ons. 
III. CONCLUSION 

A. Tota 1 Losses : None 
B. Damage : 4 a/c recei ved mi nor flak damage 
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SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 17 November 1 944 - Salzburg M/Y, Austria 
I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F i ghters : At 1 2 10 approximat e ly 7 m i nutes north of the target (Salzburg) whi le 
at 26,000 feet, a t / e  un i de n t i f ied E/A was seen, was qui te some di stance out and made no 
attempt to attack. At 1 250 return i ng  f rom t he  t�rget, 4 � /e  a/c � i t h  �arge  tai l �  we re 
obse rved, f rom a lt i tude of 20 ,000 fe et, headi ng West i n  t he  d i rect i on of V e n i ce at  
approximately 46/00N, 13/30E. 

B. F lak : O ve r  t h e  ta rget at a mean a l t i tude of 2 5 , 100 feet, slight i naccurate, 
heavy f lak was encountered. It was of t rack i ng type. Only slight and i naccurate f lak was 
encountered at 2 other poi nts en route. 
I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

Ai r :  1 0 20 - 19,000 ' ,  1 B-17 at 45/00N, 14/ 16E, 5 chutes seen, radi o  operator recei ved 
messaye call letters : C-J-W-K "In t rouble - goi ng to bai 1 out" quote. 

1300 - 17,000 ' ,  B-17 ci rc l i ng very l ow over F iume A/D, 45/15N, 1 4 / 20 E ,  bli nk i ng 
l i ghts, as apparent t rouble. 

1 2 5 5  - Rad i o  ope rator A/C #373 heard over rad i o  men bai li ng out of uni dent i f i ed 
a/c at 45/00N, 14/50 E. 
I I I. CONCLUSION 

A. Total Losses : None 
B. Damage : 3 a/c recei ved mi nor flak damage 
C. Victor ies : None 
D. Co r rect i ons on Telephone M i ss ion Report : NX 4 t/e e/a observed i n  addi t i on to 1 

t /e e/a menti oned i n  Telephone M i ssion Report. 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 18 November 1944 - Florisdorf G/R, V i enna, Austria 
I • •  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F ighters : Thi s  yroup observed no enemy fighters on today's m issi on. 
B. F lak : O v e r  t he  ta rget at a mean a lt i tude of 26,000 feet, flak was reported as 

i ntense, fai rly accurate and heavy, of both barrage and t rack i ng type. 
I I .  SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

A i r :  1415 - 12,000 ' ,  B-17 from Group beh i nd spun i n  and exploded, 43/38N, 16/20N 
- 1 435  - 15 ,000 1

, 43/ 5 2N, 16/ 16E, 1 B-17 i n  Group beh i nd colli ded i n  m i d-ai r  w i t h  
another plane and crashed to  earth - no  chutes seen - other a/c recovered and conti nued on. 
III. CONCLUSION 

A. tota l Losses : None 
B. Damage : 16 a/c recei ved mi nor flak damaye. 
C. V ictori es :  None 
D. Correcti ons on Te lephone M i ssion Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVf REPORT 
MISSION : 19 November 1 944 - Furrera RR Bri dge, Ita ly 
I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F i ghters : W h i le i n  the i mmediate target area 3 to S uni dent ified si ngle engi ne a i rcraft were observed. T hose a/c we re seen at a d i stance and  d i sappeared a l most 
immediately, mak i n �  no effort to reach the format ion. 

B. F lak : None 
II. SIGNI FICANT OBSERVATIONS 

Due to 10/ 10 undercast over enemy occupied terri tory, no observat i ons were possi b l e. 
I II. CONCLUSION : 

A. Total Losses : None 
B. Dama�: None 
C. V ictories : None 
0. Correct ions t�e l�phone M iss ion Report : None 



SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 1 9  Novembe r  1 944 - w ; nfui b (o1 1 O i l Storage Depot , V i enna , Austr i a  

I ,  ENEMY RESISTANCE 
A. Fighte rs : No enemy f i ghters were observed. 

B. F la k :  Ove r  the target at a mean alt i t ude of 27 ,000 feet ,  th i s group encount e red 

i nt en s e , i nacc u rat e , heavy fla k ,  of both barrage and t rack i ng type. Sli ght , inaccu rate 

flak from vi cin i ty of Oyor. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

Ai r :  None 

II I. CONCLUSION : 
A. Total Losses :  None 

B. Damaye : 4 a/c rece i ved minor flak damage. 
D. V i ctor i es :  None 

E. Cor rect i ons to Telephone Mi s s i on Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION: 20 November 1 944 - B rno M/Y , Czech 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F i ghters :  No enemy fi ghters were obse rved. 

B. F lak : No f la k  was encountered over the target. Mean alt i tude was 25 ,000 feet. 

Sli ght to mode rat e , inaccu rate flak was encount e red f rom Byor and from s eve ral other poi nts 

along the route. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

Ai r :  1 200 hou rs ,  25 ,000 feet ,  1 B-24 seen to explode i n  d i stance at 49/ 10 , 1 7 /00E ,  no 

chutes se e n. 1215  hou rs to 1220 hou rs ,  49/04N , 16/33E , B-17 2000 feet below formati on w i th 

no i ns i gn i a on r i ght wi ng ,  red elevators with no markings and yellow spi nne rs. 

III. CONCLUSION 
A. Total Los ses :  None 

B. Damage : 1 a/c rece i ved mi nor flak damage 

C. V i ctori es :  None 

D. Correct i ons to Telephone Mi s s i on Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 2 2  Novembe r  1 944 - Muni ch West  M/Y , Ge rmany 

I. ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A .  F ighter s :  G rou p obs e rv ed e i ght ( 8) E/ac on the mi s s i on but had no encou nte rs. 

F r om 1 148 to 1 200 hou rs ,  s i x  (6) j et p rop e lled ME262s we re s e en i n  the Salsburg area 

between 47/00N ,  1 2 /30E and 47/35N , 1 2/34E. Thes e E /ac at tacked  a 8-24 formati on at ou r 

r i ght , each mak i n g a s i ngle pas s  f rom 1 2  o'clock h i gh and br eak i n g rap i dly �ff to the 

ri ght. Three (3) B-24s were seen to tu rn back i mmedi ately afte r these attacks. One of the 

j et p rope lled a/c conti nued u nder our format i on emi t ing twi n smoke t ra i ls a nd t raveling at 

ext remely hi gh s peed. In the a rea j u s t  south of the target ,  at 13 1 0 hou r s ,  two ( 2) E / a c  

were observed ,  one an ME109 and the othe r  an ME210. They were out of  range and di sappeared 

i n  the clouds. 
B. F la k :  Th i s  G roup  encou nt e re d mode rat e , i naccu rate , heavy flak  at the target. 

Mode rate , accu rate , heavy flak holed some of ou r a/c at Oderso , 45/47N , 1 2 / 29E. Othe r  flak 

was seen at d i f ferent poi nts alon g the rout e , as i ndi cated i n  the flak observati ons. 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

Ai r :  1456 - 7 ,000 '  - at 42/30N ,  16/25E ,  1 8-24 di tched. 
- 1423 - 19 ,000' , uni dent i fied a/c di tched at 43/43N , 14/00N. 

1 1 43 - 2 1 ,000' ,  46/08N , 12/46E , 8-24 attacked by E/F i ghte r  - was h i t  an d s e e n  to  

leave format i on and t u rn back - attack i ng e/a believed to be ME262. 
1305 - 28 ,000 ' 42/ 18N , 1 5 /02E - un i denti fi ed a/c d i tched i n Adriatic - o ne di ngy 

seen i n  wat e r  and 1 8-17 was ci rcli ng d i ngy. 

III. CONCLUSION 17 
A. Total Losses :  None 

B. Damage : 9 a/c recei ved mi nor flak damage. One man wounded s li ght ly from f lying 

glass - res ult of flak. 
C. V i ctori es :  None 

D. Correct i ons on Telephone M i s s i on Report : None 

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT 
MISSION : 26 November 1944 - Linz Benzol Plant , Austr i a 
I .  ENEMY RESISTANCE 

A. F i ghters : One of ou r a/c encou nte red a n ·  · · · 
o f  1 7 ,000 feet above an u ndercast at 0300 h 

: 9ht f i ghter whi le flying  at an alti tude 

fi rst obs ervat i on was of a re d  li ght bli n k i �u
g

r�t J us t n?rt_heast of Za ra ,  Y ugoslavia. The 

moments lat e r  a g re e n  li ght was seen f r 
. . a pos i t i on of  1 1  o'c lock. J u s t  a few 

l ow. Trace rs were fi red from the attacki �� �/�i ti �ns  var� i ng from 7 o'clock to 2 o'clock , 

f rom a pos i t i on s l i ght ly t o  th e le ft f th 
u were � n a c c u r a t e  an d app ea red to come 

int�rmi ttently for about 1 0 m i nut es .  F i �e wa

e g r e en li ght. Thi s act i on was obs e rved 

act i on was taken. The attack i ng a/c i t self
s
wa�

o
� 

retu r�e� by ou r a/c and n o evas i ve 

aft e r  th i s  encounter an uni dent i fi ed a/ c pass d 
. 

t 
eve r  vi s i ble. Approximately 5 mi nutes 

t · 1 
. e J U S  over our a/c and at the same t i me the 

hf� p ia
u
n:

n

� �  �
a
d\

l
v�� out a plan e  app roach i ng f�om 6 o:clock low : The pi lot of our a/ c put 

a/c. 
9 tu r n  then reversed and cli mbed wi thout agai n see i n g the un i d ent i f i e d 

B. F la k :  The a/c wh i ch bombed the a lt e rn t K l  f 
i naccu rat�eavy flak  whi le f l  i n  at 27  

a e , a gen u rt �/ Y ,  reported s li ght , 

target ,  report ed th e flak  a s  mod�rafe to  i ���� 
f e e�. The a/c  whi ch bomb�d the p_r i mary 

alt i t u d es of f rom 25 ,000 t o 28 0 - 0 0  f t Th
s e , i nacc u rat e , h ea�y , wh1 le fly i ng at 

damaged. 
• e e  • e re we re no cas ualt i es a n d no a /c  were 

II. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATIONS 

. 
d

" Land : at 0415 hou rs ,  1 7 ,000 feet many li ghts were seen moving 
i n  , cated a p robab le motor convoy t raveli ng on a h i" ,1hw'ay at 45 / 20N 

south i n a mann e r  which 

28 300 f t 
:, 1 5 / 18E. At 0416 hou rs 

. , ee , the glare of two sea rchli ghts we re seen on the clouds . below the a/c at a poi· nt' 
di rectly over the target. 
III .  CONCLUSIONS : 

c an crew members mi s s i on. A. Total Losses : One a/ ( # 164) d 9 
B. Damage : None 

C .  V i ctori es :  None 

D. Correct i ons on Telephone Mi s s i o� ReRort : None. 

���LETIN FROM : Pub l i c  �e lat i o�s , 5 Wing ( US) 
3 Novembe r  44 

Commandi ng Officers , Gp & Sqdn Pu blic Re lat i ons 
THE MONTHLY COMPARISON : 

& Photo Sect i ons 

Un i t  
October September 

5 WG Hq 
Stor i� Pix  Stori es P ix  
30 19 2 

NINETY-NINTH LEADS 
2 B Gp 436 46 518 

13 5TH WING IN PUBLIC 
97 559 99 

1 1 5  RELATIONS RELEASES IN 
99 747 

1 ,0 1 9  182 STORIES AND PICTURES 
30 1 

182 488 259 
246 

FOR OCTOBER 
463 

36 294 67 

483 
173 44 85 96 
346 13 1 824 43 

- -- --

2 .597 557 3 , 230 775  
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BREAKING OCTOBER DOWN : 
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STORIES P ICTURES 
Feature 50 Dec- Feature 50 Dec, Bomb K-20 
& News Msn ortn M isc & News Msn M i  S C  Strk Oblq 

5 Wy Hq 23 7 14 5 
2 B Gp 28 29 �7 382 12 25 9 
97 25 78 32  424 34 45 1 9 10 
99 515  76 82 74 68 73 8 5 28 
301 26 15 7 7  128 29 7 
463 1 1  34 62 66 9 24 3 8 
483 8 23 152 1763 9 122 
WHAT COOKS NOW? -- Okay, so MAAF PRO says that henceforth it wi 1 1  be look ing for quali ty i n  
hometown producti on rather than quanti ty. The downhold i s  on, but what does t h i s  mean t o  
the  i nd i v i dual write r  i n  the f ie ld? We ll, for one th ing i t  doesn ' t  mean that you swipe an 
a i r matt ress somewhere and p repare for a long s lumbe r,  or t a ke a t h ree-day pass twi ce a 
week. Th i s  wi ng has neve r had  TOO much p roduct i on. Nei ther has i t  stumped all-out for 
super tota ls, nor:- imposed quotas on the groups. No, in the light of the new MAAF po l i cy, 
a l l  we ask is that you continue to  g ive ADEQUATE coverage to  the newsworthy events of your 
group or squadron, hometown or otherwise .  Bear in mind the one defi n i te MAAF rest ri ct i on 
against Ai r Medal cluster yarns. 

BUT HOLD ON ! -- The emphasis is on quality. We want to  see an honest effort on everyone ' s  
pa rt to upgrade h i s  copy both as to  t reatment and adherence to  the rules and regu l at i ons. 
i n  the  latter  case, there i s  no excuse i f  y ou bungle, even for  new w r i ters . Take an 
afternoon off and review a l l  the "poop" of the last s ix  months. And g r oup PROs shou l d  be 
checking that copy before it ever comes to us. We see evi dence of superfi ci al edi t ing, but 
noth i ng li ke a careful scruti ny. 

Upg r a d i ng the  wr i t i ng i s  something else . We don ' t  expect a man wi th li tt le background i n  
news work t o  turn out a spark l i ng feature when one comes along . Neverthe less, i t  i s  a sad 
fact that  many of our best stori es are t reated li ke a rout i ne promot i on story. If you get 
ho l d  of someth ing that ' s  beyond your experience, turn i t  over to someone who can hand le i t. 
G roup PRUs can he lp i n  th is  by assign ing an experienced mana to the j ob .  
Gene rally spea k i ng, our r out i ne stuff isn ' t  bad. Most groups have standard patterns for 
decorati ons, assignments, p romoti ons, etc. We don ' t  expect too much o r i g i na l i ty when y ou 
a re dea l i ng w i t h  hund reds of  these sto r ies,  but they can at  least conform to  accepted 
newspaper style and simple English grammar. 
ACCURACY ! Y ou are fi rst of all a reporter, and a reporter i sn ' t  worthy of the name un less 
he i s  factual. We see people ' s  names spe l led severa l ways i n  the same story, names of 
c i t i es mi sspelled or  coup led w i t h  t he wrong state,  t a rget names gross ly misspe l led or 
linked wi th the wrong date. Even worse a re i naccuracies wh i c h  we have no way of  knowi ng 

about o r  check i ng,  but must re ly on t he  factualness of the wr i ter.  Y ou can ' t  be too 
careful i n  wr i t ing about combat men--thei r wounds or thei r act i ons i n  the a i r. remembe r,  
you a re dealing w i th the powerful human emot i ons of thei r peop le back home. 
HANDLING SPOT NEWS -- Not many groups seem to  know what to  do with top-notch operat i onal 
stories · the kind that should make the MAAF handout to correspondents. Phone or teletype a 
story as s oon as you get it, and by a l l  means the same day as the miss i on . Concentrate on 
the act i on and not so much on the persons i nvolved -- the hometown stuff can c ome later. 
But don ' t  forget street addresses. If you have p i x, get ' em i n  WITH CAPTIONS and negatives 
as soon as possible. If you have a numbe r o f  p i x  of  the same event ,  save s ome f o r  t he 
hometown stuff. 
S HO RT TAKES -- We absolutely i ns i s t  t h at colleges and business fi rms when bucked on the 
distributi on slip  show the lo cat i ons. Use common sense i n  buck i ng cop i es t o  busi ness 
outlets . Only the  la rge r f i rms have house o rgans. We doubt i f  "Joe ' s  Cleani ng and 
P ressing Parlor," or "Moe ' s  Meat Market" have ' em .  Joe and M oe can read about i t  i n  t he 
papers . When i n  doubt, buck . 

CRACK OF THE MONTH 
Notat i on of a d istr ibut i on data s l i p :  "To all New York newspapers, and PM." 
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HEARTBREAK OF THE MONTH 
Capt  Walter  Hi cks,  the West V i rg i ni a W i nche ll, con t i nued h i s  pe rsonal  feud w i t h  Rei chemi nister Goebbe ls, saw h i s  latest d i at ribe s la i n  by censor,  featu red by Sta rs and 
Stripes. 
COMMENDATION NEWS 
No rman J. B rown and h � s 463 �t a r rep orters bui ld up 50 m i ss i on s t o r i es i nto sparkli ng features. T�kes _ more _ t ,me and 1 ngenu1 �y but pays off. Bob Kennedy, f o r  one, i s  a dept at this •. • The H1 cks1 tes in Old 97 a re coming along n i cely. They ( and others ) cou ld make thei r copy more attract ive by typing shorter lines and starting lower on the page, especi ally for 2 o r  3 parag raph p i e ces. HLN, why don ' t  you take  a ha lf-day and d ream up a couple of 
va ri a�i o�s on the stock pa rag rap h  on g r oup ' s  act i v i t i es ?  Are you not fed up w i th t he repet 1 t1on ?  • • •  Gene Sul livan, the Spr ingf ie ld  Stei chen, and h i s  99 associ ates turned out a t ime ly, i nterest i ng series of phot os on GI Casts Ballot • . • 3 0 1 ,  99  and 2 a re g i vi ng wel l  de s e r v e d p 1 u g s t o g r o u n d c re wm e n . . • • J D M i l l e r i s u p p i n g p i x p r o d u ct i on On 5 t h 
Wingmen • • •  Pets st i ll seem to  land i n  pr int. 99 has the know-how on an imals ( f o r  example, 
dog i n  n ose with  master) and 483 flashed with  a composi te shot of parachut ing simi an . • •  483 
sets record for decorat i on p ix. 
WELCOME 
We greet Capt C h a r les W. V ogel, ex-NY Admi n i s t rat or, successor to Capt I D rake B inham, 
Oklahoma Baukhaye, at 30 1.  

Dear Geo , 

L ieut B i  1 1  13 ri nk 
P R 0 

7UR9J'} R.'A'}NINEC 

Sov. a rm ady 41 

911 01 'l'rentin 

C2E Cl /OSLOV:A /( J?l 

29  July 1 9 86 

thank very much for sending the 99th BG plate as well as the two pens. All 
these items are great / ? /  and I t�nk you very much for your kindness. 

, Some time ago I ve received the latest issue of the newsletter /Vol. 6 ,No.4/ 
which was of particular interest to me because it contained a note relating 
to a 99th BG Fortress that crashed on the territory of Slovakia. 

In the Special Narrative Report of Mission 1 3  October 1 944 - target Floris

dorf 0/R, Vienna /page 1 7  in the newsletter/, I found a note that a 99th BG 

a/c in trouble was repo�ted heading for Badin ,Czechoslovakia. 



I 
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This site /the correct name of that site was airfield Tri Duby - Three Oaks/, 
situated in the cent"ral Slovakia, was held by Slovak insurgent forces between 
29 August 1 944 - October 25, 1 944 /during the Slovak national uprising/. so 
the crew of the crippled bomber had a real chance to land on that airfield and 
thus to e scape to the German capture. BUT the unlucky Fortress /piloted by 
2nd Lt Shafer I never reached the insurgent airfield Tri Duby. About JO miles 
east of the airfield the crew fas forced to abandon ship. The uncontrolled 
bomber continued in flight in a low altitude and bumped ino the mountains near 
the town of NOVA BA.NA situated on the central Slovakian territoty but occupied 
by German forces. The entire crew bailed out safely from the plane and was sa
ved by the members of the Slovak underground. The men of the underground took 
the crew through the German occupied territory to the airfield Tri Duby. Their 
further fate is unknown. 

It is all what I've searched on that event. Can you please tell me where I can 
obtain the Escape Statemnt relating to Lt Shafer•s crew ? 

With best wishes 

WW II AVIAT ION HISTORIAN * 1 S th AIR FORCE R E S E A RCHE o .  SLOVA K  n A I R  FORCE SPEC I A L I S T  

Dear Juraj ;  
We have not yet 

search the file s for it 
which we love to  print. 

found Lt. Shafer 1 s Escape State'Tlent , but we will 
'Nhen I'he Rush Is Over. That is the s ort of stor�r 

'rhanks for sending your letter . geo . 

79 Doght RoAd 
·�7a tervlie t,  NY 12189 

Dear George; june JO, 1986 
Euch to my delight, Dorchester Publications has reprinted my book 

'l1ARGE T :  DAH:LSR BENZ � You might recall that I s ent you a copy of this boo k 
that dealt with the 15th Air Force raid on the .Oaimler Senz tank factory 
on Mar. 24-, 1945, and featured the 99th 3G along with other 15th AF units . 

I have e nclosed for you a c opy of the reprint . Iou might want to 
make a note in your nox b newsletter that t his bool{ is now available through 
the DORCHESI'ER PUBLISHING co . ,  6 EAS'r 39th STRFE T, SUIIB 900, NSW YORt<, 
l�Y 100 16.  

I wish you and your organization succes s .  
yours cordially 

Larr y C ortesi 
.. ,.� 
Dear Larry; 

Thanks for the copy of l'ARGE 'r : DAD:�LER BZNZ, which I reread wi th 
Great enjoyr:ient. I am glad that you found a publisher who does not believe 
that interest in World ·:1ar I I  has ceased . I hope that the 97th, the 463rd, 
the 483rd, the 301st, the 2nd and the Little Friends all en joy the book 
as much as we did and do . best, geo . 

R A D OVS KY 
A S S O C I A T E S 
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10710 LOCKRIDGE DRIVE • S I LVER S P R I N G .  MARYLA N D  20901 �0/-593-4428 

Dear Mr.  Coen : 

As described below, I am gather i ng  i n formation for a book about the 
15th A i r  Force 's a ttack on L i nz on Ju l y  25, 1944 . Could  you send me a l i st 
of  the squadrons i n  your group?  I wou ld  al so apprec iate hav i n g  any cop i es 
of back i ss ues of your newsl etter you can send me . 

Please include this notice in the next issue of your assoc iation 
newsletter : 

"Please contact me i f  you participated in any capacity in the 15th Ai r 
Force attack on the Herman Gor ing Tank Works at Linz, Austr ia  on July 2 5 ,  
194 4 ,  or i f  you have any i nformation at a l l  about it. I am  gathering 
i nformat ion for a book about this miss ion and am interested in letters,  
mission orders, diaries, first-hand or even second-hand accounts about it  
from air crew, ground crew, mission planners, briefers, debriefers, etc, 
etc. 

Jul y  18, 1986 

If you were shot down during this mission I would also lilce an ac
count of  what happened to you after you left your plane. I am a lso very 
much interested i n  ground crew - anyone and everyone - accounts of what 
happened at your base in preparing for the mission, what happened after the 
planes took off,  and when they returned. In  other words,  anything at a l l  
pertaining to this mission. 

Mr . Joseph Chance 
6250 Pepper Hi l l  Dr ive 
West B l oomfi e l d, MI 48033 
lJear Joe : 

Mil ton Radovsky 

Scotty N. Neader 
829 6th Ave N .  

Onalaska,WI 54650 
· ( 608) 783-5804 

March 16, 1 986 

After recen t l y  readi n g  abou t  the u p comi ny  reunion of the 99th Bomb Group, I immediately 
thouyht thi s  may be my l ast chance to accompl ish somethi ng I have not been  ab l e  to do for 
41 years . My e nt ire  m i ss io n  depends so l e l y  on whether you can hel p me or not . I was a 
ri yht wai st gunner on a B-17 crew p i l oted by Lt John Dodderidge :  15th Air Force, 99th Bomb 
Group, 347th Bomb Squadron, Tortorel l a, Malaria Gul ch, Ital y .  
Duri n g  my ent ire  stay there, I took b etween 200 and 300 p i ct ures, many o f  them combat 
photos, other of  our tent area, N.C.O. bar, mess hal l and s urrou nd i ngs, operat i ons, our 
i n s i g n i a  i n  front of  operat ions, revetments, pi ctures of our ground crews, etc . To make a 
l ong story short, I had a l l the pi ctures devel oped when I got home on ly  to fi nd the camera 
I used had a l i ght  l eak and NONE of the p i ctures came out. As a resul t, I have very few 
� i c s  that I can show my fami l y. One ai rman there was JOHN MCLAUGHLIN, a Tai l  Gunner--had a 
rea l good camera and he gave me the few pi ctures I have. Perhaps each squadron wi l l  have 
their own bu l l et i n  boards and maybe you cou l d  arrange to put  my l e tter on t he  347th ' s. 
AN Y ON E  havi n g  p i ctures  of our s q uadro n area, combat m i s s i ons ,s revetment shots of our 
p l anes (I f l ew i n  several di fferent sh i ps l i ke #s 7 1 2, 554, 744, 1 96, 77 1,  660, 695, 636, 
703, etc.), l a ndi ng  s tr i p, outs ide to i l et--hel l ,  j ust any part of our l i ves s pent i n  the 
area. I wou l d  be most happy to pay for the pi es, postage, etc • 
I wou l d  be deep ly  i ndebted i f  you cou l d  put me i n  touch with anyone that cou l d  hel p me with 
the above. I can send you a pi cture of myse l f  taken back then i f  you thi nk i t  wo u l d  he l p. 
I ' m  real l y  di sab l ed and cannot get around too much. 

S i ncerel y  yours, Scotty 



DEAR GEORGE, 22 JULY 21, 1986 

HERE ' S  A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY: AT DAYTON BOB BRAUNGART, OUR PILOT, ASKED ME IF I 
REMEMBERED OUR GROUP SHOOTING DOWN A B-24. I SAID, " I  SURELY DO. I JUST TALKED TO COURY 
(LOUIS COURY, OUR LEFT WAIST GUNNER) AND HE REMEMBERS IT WELL. " I WAS R/0. WE BOTH HAD 
A CLEAR VIEW. 

THE TIME WAS EARLY 1944 AND WE WERE, AS I REMEMBER, OVER THE ADRIATIC. TO THE LEFT. 
OF OUR FORMATION WERE LARGE BROKEN CLOUDS AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD SEE. ABOVE THEM AT 
EIGHT O ' CLOCK SIX NEW TYPE B-24' s v:ITH NOSE TURRETS WERE EASING IN TOWARD US APPARENTLY 
TO JOIN OUR FOR1<1ATION AND RETURN TO THEIR BASE WITH US. WE WERE STILL ON WATCH AFTER 
OUR BOMB DROP BUT WERE FEELING FAIRLY SAFE NOW. BOB SAID WE WERE INSTRUCTED BY RADIO 
TO LET THEM COME IN. 

SUDDENLY RED TRACERS STARTER POURING INTO THESE B-24 1 s. THEY WERE COMING FROM ONE 
OF OUR SQUADRONS BELOW AND TO MY LEFT AS I FACED THE REAR. NUMBER 4 ENGINE OF THE B-24 
NEAREST US CAUGHT FIRE. IT 'S  NOSE SLOWLY DROPPED AND CREWMIN STARTED BAILING OUT. SOME
ONE, PROBABLY COURY, COUNTED NINE PARACHUTES. 

I'M SURE WE WOULD LIKE TO FORGET THIS BUT IT IS PA RT OF OUR HISTORY. THERE WAS A 
HEARING. NO ONE WAS PUNISHED. I DO NOT REMEMBER THE SQUADRON. OUR SQUADRON WAS THE 
416th. 

IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO READ OTHER COMMENTS ON THIS INCIDENT. 

� REGARD
� 

WAfc�BUSH ,i�i�D HILL RD. 
MARTINSBURG, WV 254ol 

PS s I ' ve enclosed two pictures you might like to have. The one in the tan shirt is  Bob 
Braungart. I ddn ' t  know the man in the dress suit. 

If you know the i dentity of the man facing the camera in the photo in the stamped en
velope, would you write his address on the letter and drop it in the mail. If you don't 
know him but know the second mpn, send it to him. If you know neither man, put my stick 
on addre ss on the envelope end mail it beck to me. **** The se pictures are not one on ly 
prints. I had several made. 

The Boeing News is a copy of an original owned by Bob Braungert. We were Sweeter Girl ' s 
third crew. Our crew was with Bob when he flew it on it ' s  99th mission. After that Swe eter 
Girl was laid up and Bob finished his last two missions with another crew. 

I had a great time in Dayton meeting my crew again for the first time in 42 years. 
ffi. won the bottle of wine for having the largest nUlllber of

;J"
rewm present. I was sure 

1 8 was our year . I 'm  already looking forward to Dallas • 

� 

Dea r  George, 

I mu st  confess to not ever knowi ng the 99th Bomb Group Hi stori cal Society exi sted. I 
don ' t  know who to thank  for gett i ng me on your mai l i ng l i st and rece iv i ng my f i r s t  copy o f  
the ) etter  (March 1,  1 9085). Now that I know I will become a member and buy the copies of 
previ ous letters. 

Was i t  p rov i dence that sent me th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s ue of  y o u r  letter? I say th i s  
because i n  the Secret War Di a ry of the 99th Bombardment Group  ( H) Headqu a rters --mo nth of  
apri � , 1 944, the 16th of April ( page 24) was the mi s s i on ( my 50th) that I was shot down. I 
was i n  one of the charts seen, the other was S/Sgt Fran c i s  Presser, t a i l  g u n ne r. I was  a 
1 s t  Lt, the bombardier. 

It i s  t rue �e were h i t  by flak over Belgrade, Y ugoslav i a  to h i t  our secondary target, 
a small ball beari ng factory. Howeve r, the p r i ma ry t a rget was  a n  o i l  f i eld i n  B r azo r  
Ruman i a. the weather was put r id, heavy front. We couldn ' t  get over,or under the front. '  
B-1 7 s  bega n  s c atte r i ng i n  w i de forma t i on.  See i ng th i s, Lt Col Headr i c k  o rde red o u r  
nav_i ga t o r  t o  g i ve h i m  a head i ng for the secondary target i n  Belgrade. ( Lt Korth was the 
navigator.) 
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Ap p roach i ng Belgrade, the sky was clear blue, about 1 P.M. The only problem was we 

were headi ng for the target i nto full head wi nd. We could see anothe r forma t i o n  o f  B- 17s  
f � y i ng ove r the t a rget. B u t  our  t r ue s peed was  down to z i lch. The flak gu nners had a 
field day, the blue s ky was cluttered wi th flak bursts as we were about 11 seconds to bombs 
away. Then i t  happened, we got h i t. 

The plane shudde red, a nd almo s t  i mmed i ately went i nto a sp i n. I was p i n ned aga i nst 
Korth (he had not t i me to put on h i s  chute). Then came the explosi on. I blacked out. 

I can only guess that the explos i on threw me agai nst the B-17 nose plexiglass. When I 
began to  come a round, I felt myself sli pp i ng off somethi ng ( the plex igl a s s ? )  and bega n my 
f ree fa 1 1  • Blood from a cut over my eyes clotted my eyes shut. I t  was seconds or mi nutes 
before I r�alized what was h_a ppen i ng. It was q u i te an effort but managed to p ull the r i p 
c o rd o pen i ng my chute. Pi eces of the B-17 (The El Di ablo) were float i ng down all around 
me--and one chute ( Sgt Presser). 

I l a nded o n  one s i de of  a hi ll, Sgt Presser on the other s i de. I ran to Sgt P resser 
and we both started to  run fo r cover. No chance. The gunners had plenty of t ime, so they 
we re u pon  u s  before we had a chance. We ended up i n  POW camp, Stalag L uft I I I. That was 
16 Apr il  1944, one day before my b i rthday, my 50th m i s s i on. 

Lt Col Head r i ch was o n  hell o f  a guy. He had flown 25 m i s s i o n s  i n  B- 26s before 
joi ni ng the 99th BG a s  Deputy CO. He really didn 1 t l i ke the B-17 s i nce i t  was n ' t  a s  hot a 
b i  rd a s  the B - 26. B u t  he gave i t  h i s best shot. All the crew loved h im. He loved h i s  
c rew. 

Lt Ko rth, the nav i g a t o r, was  my dri n k i ng buddy. What a great guy he was ! He was a 
Texas  A&M graduate as was ( I  believe) Lt Col Headri ch. Sgt Presser and I became separated 
i n  POW camp and never heard of or from him s i nce. 

George , I have a photo showi ng Lt  Col Headr i ch and the c rew of the El D i ablo. I f  
you ' d  l i ke me t o  have a copy made for you, let me know. 

Charles A. Neri 
3949 DeSabla Road 
Cameron Park 
Shi ngle Spri ngs, Cali forn i a  95682 

5 Apr i l 1 985 

Dear Gen Upthegrove, 

S i n cerely, 

Chuck Neri 

E njoyed your  letter ever so much. The sketch of  you r career up a nd through WW II was 
most i n!e resti ng. You certai nl� moved around the globe a lot--most general do, don ' t  they? 
Along wi th all that, y�u have p i cked up (I bet) q u i te a bunch of memor ies--mostly good. 

I knew Col Headrick for only a few months. He jo i ned the 99th Bg just about the t i me 
I was . selected to  fly alte rnate g r o u p  bomb a rd i e r - -h i s bomb a rd ie r .  As deputy CO, Col 
Headr i c k  led the g rou p ( a nd s omet i me s  the wi ng) every other 2nd or 3rd m i s s i on. As you 
know, those of us who k new h i m  loved h i m  --I  l i ked h i s sense of humor. Let me sha re a 
couple of stories with you. 

. I t  was  e i ther March o r  ea rly A p r i l  1 944 when the auto p i lot was hooked to the bomb 
s i ght and orders came through that the bombardi er take control of  the plane after t utn i ng 
o �  t�e bomb . run.  Well • • •  Col Head r i c k  and I t r i ed to  the new o rde r on  a p r a ct i ce 
m :ss i on. Hav i ng been a former hot B-26 p i lot he couldn ' t  stand goi ng over the bomb run w ith 
h i s a rms folded. S o -o -o --be fore go i ng o n  our  regula r  m i s s i on s  he s a id "Chuck we won ' t  
te� l a�yone but forget th� a�to p i � o\.' 

I ' ll fly the POI over the bomb r u n !  O k ay?" My 
bei ng J ust a 1st Lt, I said Yes s i r !  We knew each other p retty well by thi s  t i me. 

Here ' s  what ' s  funny. _On  our very next m i s s i on, we ' re on the bomb r u n  and I ' m  l i n i ng 
u p  the t � rget a�d f � a c �  i s  everywhere a nd the plane ( and the POI) i s  swi ngi ng back and 
forth maki ng my J ob di ffi cult. So, over the i ntercom I yell "Goddammi t, you S.O.B keep the 
plane level ! "  

I c u r sed h i m  the whole t i me u nt i l  bomb s away. O n  our return home i t  dawned o n  me 
that you just don 1 t curse a superi or offi cer. I just knew I ' d  be cou rt ma'r t i aled. I was  
doomed. _ After  we la nded a nd we were walk i ng away from the plane, I made a feeble attempt 
to apo_log1 ze. What does Col Headr ick  do? He slaps my shoulder and sa id, "Chuck, you did a 
good J ob today. Y o u  just keep sweari ng at me when I can ' t  keep the plane level for you. " 
We flew our mi s s i ons  that way unt il  the very last. 
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Thi s  othe� story had to do �i th mi s s i ons. S ince Korth , our nav i gator , and I flew only 
when Co l Headr i c k  flew , we weren t able to ac cumulate our m i s s i on count as  fast  a s  our 
other budd i es who were fly i ng every mi s s i on. So , one n i ght Korth and I went to Col 
H eadr i c k's quarters to beg  h i m  to al low u s  to fly w i th other crews when he wasn ' t  
s cheduled. I remember he was  l i stening to mu s i c  from hi s phonograph w i th a dri nk in h i s  
hand smi ling and j ov i al a s  hell. H e  s a i d ,  " No , I want you g uy s  t o  s t i c k  w i th me. " We 
beg ged , we argued , we cursed to no avai l. He j ust kept j ok ing and hav i ng fun w i th u s. He 
told u_s he planned on taking us w i th him on a tri p to the states and that he was putti ng  us 
b?th  in for a DFC. He smooth-talked u s  out of making any more fuss about the mi s s i ons. 
T i me ran out. We never made the tr i p  to the states and the 99th never gave us the DFC. 
When we were s hot down, Korth and I would have completed our 50th m i s s i on. If my memory 
serves me well , that mi s s ion was Col Headr i c k's 30th. 

I d idn ' t  know Mrs. Headr i c k ,  but after I was li berated and returned to the s tates  I 
was  o_n a 60�day s i c k leav�. One day , June or July 1945 , I recei ved a call from M�s. 
Head�i ck a s k i ng me for any i nformat i on about Col H eadr i c k .  What could I s ay ?  I knew 
nothing. I told her my l ast  words to Col Headr i c k  were over the i ntercom toward the end of 
the bomb run. My swi tches were locked in the bomb s i ght and I was counting down. My la st  
words to  h im  were,. "Five seconds."  The phone was h i t  and exploded minutes ( ? )  or seconds 
lat�r. I plea?ed w ith my German captors for informat i on concern i n g  any other surv i vors 
besides the tail gunner and me. They ei ther d idn ' t  know or wouldn ' t  tell me. Mrs. Headr i c k  
was very di straught and j ust couldn ' t  seem to bel i eve that  I knew noth i ng more than  the 
l i ttle I told her. I was so sorry for her. 

Okay. As for the photo you want , I am mai l ing my copy to you. You may have resources 
ava i lable to you for making a copy for _yourself. Just return my copy after you have yours 
made . The photo shop in my town quoted an exorb itant pri ce to make a negat ive and a copy. 
I ' m  s ure you will be able to have a copy made at a reasonable pri ce where you are. 

General , I hope you weren ' t  too bored by my stor i es. I am just happy you shared your 
1nemory of Col Headri c k  w i th me. I merely shared m ine w i th you. 

S incerely 

Chuck Neri 

Robert E .  Blackman 
JO :S .  Dawes Ave . 
S o,ners Point N J  0824h 

Dear Ge orge ; 4 - 25 - 86 
· 

I 1 m a very inte re sted and enthusiastic member of the Society. 
I w�s a first oilot with the 346th Squadron, � nd flew my fi fty missions 
in 1 Achtung" between Hay and October 19/_\11-, out of  good old Foggia. 

Afte r my !�9th �nis sion I was nicked to go to Poltova and brint;; back 
one of the 8th Air Force B-17s that had been shot up. Out of about o.5 
planes they were able t o  pat ch together about 5 by cannibalizing and s croung
ing parts . I f  the other four were anything like the one I brought back -
they should have left them all in Poltava . 

I had engine trouble f rom Teheran to Cairo - crossed  my finge rs 
as we crosse d  the Suez Canal with a mult itude of guns traine d on us - and 
finally got t o  Cairo . Had to s tay there for a week until replacement _parts 
were flown in (probably from 1-;:arachi ) . Finally got off the ground - r/4-
engine faile d shortly afte r  leaving the traffic pat tern. I was fed up 
with delays - want e d  to  ge t back to Foggia and fly my 50th . So I jus t flew 
her across  the Mediterranean on J engines . The fun wasn ' t  over, be cause 
the right t ire blew out on landing ( s �me side as t he feathered prop ) ,  and 
I had a real nroblem kee ping that baby from looping . 

When the 8th Air Force bo!rn came to p icJr up their plane s later, 
I said " vou can have i t ,  and I hope you have more luck with it than I did. 1 1  

Well , enough of that - I really don ' t know what prompted me to write  
about that incide nt - .iust poppe d into my he ad. 
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Actually, the purpose of this letter is to find out if an yone in 

the So ciety  can help me to pin down the approximate location of the target 
on one of my miss ions . In a book titled " 15th Air F'orce Story11 by Kenn 
Rus t ,  publishe d  in 1976, the re i s  a map of Cen tral Europe on page 8 .  

Some years ago I de cide d  t o  chart all my'nissions with red lines 
running from Foggia . I t ' s  s ort of a striking-looking ::nap now - so rt of 
like a red sunburs t .  My problem was that there were two targe ts which I 
couldn 1 t enter, because I didn' t know just where they we re . One , my 50th 
a milk run ( thank goodness ) - was to des troy the Pinzano RR bridge in Nor
thern I taly. I finally found a reference to this ,  Vlh i ch was apparently 
somewhere in the vicinity of the 3renner Pass . 'rhat left me with one un
locat e d  targe t - my 39 & 40th mis si on, a double on 8/22/4).1- - to the Ode r
tal o i l  refinery in Germany. 

By the way, what a wee k  that was 
and one s ingle ) - t o tal of 13 credits in 

Thursday 8/17 
Friday 8/18 * Sunday 8/20 
Tuesday 8/22 
1.'iednesday 8/23 
Friday 8/25 
Monday 8/28 

for me - 7 miss i ons ( 6  doubles 
a period of 12 days . 

Nis  a/d, Yugoslavia 
Ploes ti ,  Ru.ma..'1ia 
Oswiecim

;t
w, Poland 

Odertal o r, Germany 
Vienna e f,  Austria 
Brno a/f, C ze chos lovakia 
Vienna o/r, Austria 

-::- Didn ' t e ven ge t Sunday off that wee k .  
'rhat week stands out in my memory more t han any othe r  period o f  t he 

war. When the wee k  was over,  I had !4-6 miss ions and was well on the way 
to the end of  cambat acti on.  

But to ge t back t o  my que st ion - is there anyone who can give me 
the approximate location of that t arget? I don 1 t know whe ther Odertal was 
only the name of an industrial plant , or whether there was a c ity by that 
name . In any e vent, I can' t find any reference to a ola.ce by that name 
on any maps I have of Ge rmany. 

I f  someone could le t me know if  it is  near any t own that I could spot 
on the map - or if you could ge t approximate 1;:r:-& long . readings I would 
be mos t  grateful . 

I can ' t tell you how -nuch your newsle tter means to me . I ' ve s aved 
every copy s ince I joined up . 

I particularly en .ioy the "War Diary,: of the99th 30,-:1bardment Group . 
'rhe month of June 1944 was printed in the Mar 1986 i s sue , and I run 8.nxious
ly waiting to read the War Diary accounts f or the month of' Augus t  1944. 

Best wishe s  from Achtung ' s  Jockey  
Bob Blackman 

Dear 3ob ;  10aug86 
Thank you for your lette r .  I che cked my current ONG charts of  

Germany vvi !hou� finding Ode rt  al . Su
1

bsequently, ne ither our branch library 
no±, our ma.in library had a Gaze tte snowing Odertal . 'Ne will  research that 
mis sion rmen 'rhe Rush I s  Over.  Ken Rust ' s  book is a real winner.  

. ·ae have jus � spent three days sorting out the War Diary files and 
find that many .:niss ions were overlooked,  including almost the whole month 
of J:1ne : We, hav� sent the miss ing reports away for typing and will begin 
publishing tnem in the November newsle tter ( the September i s sue goe s to 
the printer to ·orrow) .  

Meanwhile , we suspe ct that the 99th ' s bombing was s o  good that i t  
not only blas te d Odertal off the map� it removed all memory of the place 
fror.1 the records . Fellows , that ' s  bomb ing ! ce o .  

A REMINDER 
Gent s ,  when you send in items for publication, please s ingle - space , 

osserve half-inch margins , and ge t it in before the 5th of t he -:nonth. 
Your editor must have had a faulty co :1.pass at Davton be cause he 

ended up in interior Ontario ,  but was abl� to get turned
l
/ aro�nd andge t 

back t o  New Mexico . be s t , ge o  
-
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99th B G  R S  
s·rATEfilENT CF INCOME AND Ji.'XPEN DlTUHES 

SJ!;COND QUARTER YEAR 1986 
BALANCE 31 MARCH 1986 
INCOME : 
APRIL 1986 
MAY 1986 
JUNE 1986 
TOTAL 
BALANCE 

EXPENDITURES : 

DUES , DONAT IONS and IN'rERES'11 

DUES, DONATIONS AND INTEREST 
DUES, DONATICNS AND INTEREST 

APRIL 1986 
Petty Cash - Postage W. Butler 
Dataco - Printing News Letter 
TOTAL APRIL 
MAY 1986 
Dataco - Postage for News Letters 
Sallie Cardinell y Zomora Typing 
Super City Dept . Store File Cabinet 
Rem Stee l File Cabinet 
Petty Cash - Postage 0/. Butler 
TOTAL MAY 
JUNE 1986 
George F .  Coen - Misc . Expense 
Sallie Cardinell y Zomora - Typing 
Harvey Jennings - Sympathy Cards 
TOTAL JUNE 
TOTAL BY...PENDITUR.ES 
BALANCE 30 JUNE 1986 

785 .42 
543 .46 
700 .4� 

2029 .3 

50 . 00 
933. 34 
983 . 34 

62 . 25 
47 .65 
99 . 00 
40 . 00 
�o .oo 

2 8.90 

43 .40 
88 . 00 
51 .41 

182 . 81 
146 5 . 05 

N EWS , D U E S  & V I E WS 

2029.37 
6479 - 40 

1465.05 
5014. 35 

We here in Headquarters are working on a deal . For only $49 . 95 
Jim Peters will  wear your 99th 3G cap while he works on the Sentimental 
Journey. The inevitable grease marks are well worth this trifling fee. 
Be the first kid on the block to have a genuine B-17  cap, stained, smeared, 

and dusty. 
The Liberal KS B-24 orgy protnises to be a real winner, with not only 

Big Iron Birds in the air, but also some experimental aircraft courtesy 
of the Experimental Aircraft Association. 

Bernie Barr still has 99BG license plates for $6 postpaid, with 
additional plates at $5 each. Bernie also  includes 99BG pens, with a crayon 
option for those of you who are just learning to read . Make your check 
out to Bernice Barr and mail to 7!µ3 Vista del Arroyo, Albuquerque NM 87109 . 

Bernie is also investigating the Colorado Springs layout and is 
planning for 99BG participation in the September 1988 15AFA Reunion at 
Colorado Springs . We hope to coordinate future 99BG reunions with the 
15th. We continue to recommend me:nbership in 15th Air Force A ss ociation, 
P . O. Box 6325, March Air Force Base CA 92518, $15 per year . For this you 
will receive the SORTIE, a fine newsletter. Join 15AFA and join us at 
Colorado Springs in 1988 .  

Your Historian is still interested in whether His Excellency Kurt 
Waldheim caused the death of any 99ers . There is a s hortage of witnes s es '  
accounts,  perhaps because  the Krauts used to shoot 100 hostages for each 
German death. One senses that they have not changed very much since , 43 .  
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.\?PLICATION POR }mMBERSnIP 1987 DUES $15_ 

1981-1986 Newslet ters, $5 each per year . 81_82_83_84_85_86_ 

liAM::C: _______________________ sq,UADRON __ _ 

NEW ---

Q UO T E S  
KGB - 'TIIE E :._'ES OF RUSSIA Rositske, 1981 

A bocus Allied plan to land in the Calais area was pas s ed on to 
the Gcr:"'.ans mainly through a variety of misleading r(}ports fro 1 German agents 
in Gre at i3ritain who had been captured and nturned 1 1  by British intelligence . 
'I'he measure of Ger1;1an eullibil i ty in swallowing this false  information came 
not only fron their replies to the reports of these agents, but frorn the in
ternal Abwehr counterintelligence . Ultra assured the Allies that Hitler and 
his r,enerals had been gulled. · 

When D-day came, the Al lies not only knew the ex.act disposition 
of the German forces that woul d confront them, but they also knew the Germans 
thought that the landings woul d take place in the Calais area . For days after 
the invasion the Germans considered the landings in Normandy a diversionary 
prelude to the main landings at Calais . 

Hitler had been double-crossed by the XX committee in London playing 
back his own agents , and Ultra read his thoughts all the way. p . · 5  
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