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WIN TWO ROUNDTRIP TICKETS ON UNITED AIRLINES TO DESTINATIOJ: OF YOUR 
CHorcr-wITHIN CONTINEliTAL UNITED STATES. DETAILS O}; PAGE _t t 1 � (bsb) 

THE PRESIDENTS CORNER 
We have been unaole to locate Joe•s remarks v'ih.ich, as near as we 

can recollect, were sent off for typing about December 15th. We did not 
realize the loss until too late to replace them. We apologize. geo. 

FROM THE VEEP 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The affairs of this organization are managed by a Board of Directors who 
are elected by the general membership during the annual meeting. Two 
vacancies on the Board need to be filled at the reunion in Dayton because 
Bernie Barr and Joe Chance will have completed their 4-year terms. 

President Joe Chance has appointed the undersigned Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee. It is my desire to extend to each 99BGHS member the 
opportunity to nominate a person(s) to serve on the Board. According to 
our by-laws the requirements are: (l)The individual must have consented 
to serve. (2)If being elected for the first time, he must be present at 
the annual membership meeting in Dayton. (3)He must have been a member of 
the 99BGHS for at least one year before the election. Nominations may be 
mailed or telephoned to me, Lew Boatwright, Star Route 1443, Corrales, 
New Mexico 87048, Phone (505)898-1564. 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 

Now that the New Year is here, I would like to wish all of you the best and most 
prosperous year ever. 

A letter of appreciation for services rendered, signed by the President, will be received 
by the next of kin, if the nearest Office of Veterans' Administration is notified of the 
death of a veteran. 
Take care and have a happy New Year! 

I I . ,. .......i-i..£ ,'C'( U:/\/v ;} 
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CHAPLAINS CORNER 

Rem�mber when you we�e 2nd Lieutants and Corporals waiting to be assigned to combat duty, 
and �mally you wer_e ass1gn�d to the 99th, and waiting to fly your first mission? Even though you 
hadn t flown your first sortie, you already had your "50 mission crush" on your hat Then the 
morning cam� when you were awakened at 0430 hours, had your breakfast, went to the briefing, 
and the chaplm gave the prayer for your safe return - and you finally get airborne. Once up 
t�ere

1
�n formation, on the w�y to the target, one of the gunners called out "fighters at 3 0rclock 

high. Yo� looked _ out the wmdow an? wondered where all those airplanes came from as they 
started their turn-m and began shootmg. You said a little prayer and the Lord answered 
11 Have faith in me and I will see you through." Then the flak started coming and you said your 
second prayer. The Lord said "I am beside you. " Back at home base you hugged each other and 
you knew that you had 49 more missions to go. You had become a combat veteran real fast. 

TAPS (see also Page 23) 
Harvey 

Fletcher, Walter So, 5140 S. Tallwood Cir., W. Melbourne, Fla HQ 
Laroche, Edward A., 926 Tall Pine Dr., Port Orange, Fla 
Pellas, Paul M., Box 9, Spangler, Pa 347 

UNITED AIRLINES, OFFICIAL OARRIER, OFFERS SAVINGS ON TRAVEL TO DAYTON� 
UNITED has joined with 99th Bomb Group to offer special airfares(not 
available to. the ,eneral public) when µou attend the 99th :Bbmb Group 
Reunion in DAYTON, OHIO e.nd tra�l between June 25 and Jul;y 1, 1986. 
!n obtain a 5 � discount from in..Y, UNITED available/apP.lioable fare 
(BJ11 publishi'<r'reetniotions/oonditions apply)t or a 30� discount off 
�te.ndard ooaoh fares (all restriotione waived) follow"""fll.ese step�: 
1. 

2. 
3. 

Either you or �our �referred ... travel _a__g_ent phone UNITED' S toll-free 
number at 800- 21-4 41(4S-contiguous states), or 800-722-5243 exten-
tion 6608 (Alaska, Hawaii). call daily 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST. 
Immediately reference the special 99th. Bomb Group aocount no. 6008H. 
UNITED §pecialists will provide information and make reeer�atiana 
for all flights and fares, including the speoiel 99th fa.re. 
The special 99th Homb Group fare is ayailable on flights within 
United States. 

4. You may purchase your ticket from your local travel agent, or 
United will mail them to your home or office. Whichever means of 
ticketing you choose, the special 99th Bomb Gr.oup £are can only 
be obtained when the reservation is initi1:l"tea by te..1.1:;,phone through 
your special United number 800-521-4041, and ticke�ed in the U.S. 

In addition, 99th Bomb Group meml;>er(; Nho have paid their 1986 dues 
and who obtain their flights on UNITED (as, outlined abov.e) ,r;ill :be 
eligible for a special drawing. The prize: 11wo ( 2) .-omplina:,n·tary round 
trip Continental U.S. ticket:s good for travel before December 31, 1986. 

(holiday periods excluded-winner pays t�es on tickets) 

Call toll-free fl 
800-521-4041 

Seats a.re J:imited, so call early !or 
best a.,ailabity. Fares are guaranteed 
at time of ticket purchase. 
CALL TODAY***YOU MAY WIN THE TWO 
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COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS**** ,�;/.J j_:,( 
(!!JJ unlTED AIRLlnes Arranged by your friend-bernie bB!'-r--

O n  June 15,1986 UNITED AIRLINES will provide us with a list of 
members that have made reservations on United to our reunion-the 
drawing will include arI names of members (dues paying) on this list. 
Reservations after that date can not be included in drawing. So 
plan ahead and reserve early. 

99th BOMB GROUP REUNION 
June 26 - 29, 1986 

Please Reserve ----- room(s) for ----- adults 

____ children 

Phone# (Daytime) ------------

Name(s) ---------------

Address---------------

City -----State----- Zip ---

Arrival Date Departure Date ----

Room Preference 1 King Bed -----

2 Double Beds ---

PLEASE INCLUDE ONE EVENING'S DEPOSIT 

513-223-1000 

SINGLE ROOM $ 55. 00 
(1 person) 
DOUBLE ROOM$ 55. 00 
(2 personsr 
TRIPLE ROOM $ N/A 
(3 persons) 
QUAD ROOM $ N/A 
(4 persons) 
Please guarantee my room for 
late arrival by 
D American Express 
OVisa 
0 MasterCard 
Card#-------

Reservations will be held only until 6 p.m. local time unless guaranteed Expiration Date 
by one night's room rate in advance, or a credit card number and 
expiration date. Check-out time is 1 :00 p.m. Rooms may not be availa- cut-off date: 6/12/86 
ble until aher our check-in time or 3 p.m. 

NOTE: To honor your reservation request the Hotel needs receipt of this card 
14 days prior to your arrival. 

MAIL nrE HCJI'EL RESERVATION FORM TO: 
DAYTON MARRiaIT HarEL 
1414 South Patterson Blvd. - Dayton, Ohio 45409 

-------------------------------------
cut

-
a1ong

-
tnis

-11Ile 
____________ ----------------------------· 

99IB B(]v18 GROUP HISTORICAL SOCIETY - REGISTRATION FORM: 

M2mber 1

s name 
--------------------------

Address 
City --------�Sta __ t_e

----
-

--
�z�ip--

--
-

---
� 

----�----- -------- ----------

Telep h:) n e Nurnber_=--------------
-

---------Name of Spouse or Guest _____________________ _ 

Member Registration Fee $20.00 
Spouse or Guest Registration Fee $10.00 
'lhursday 6-26-1986 (optional) 

$16.00 Glimpse of Dayton Tour each ( ) 
Friday 6-27-1986 (optional) 

99th BGIS Business Ltmcheon 
Members and Guests $10.00 each ( ) 

Saturday 6-28-1986 (optional) 
Buffet Breakfast $10.00 each ( ) 
99th BGIS Banquet 
Entree: Chicken M:l.rsala $17.00 each ( ) 

Prime Rib S2I.OO each ( ) 
Stmday 6-29-1986 (Optional) 

Buffet Breakfast $10.00 each ( ) 
Meal prices include Ohio sales tax and gratuities 

Total 

Make checks payable to 99th Bomb Group Historical Society. Please send 
registration and appropriate fees to: 

Ernest K. Gentit 
RFD #2 - Box 398 
Bryan, Ohio 43506 Tel# (419) 636-3959 



TENTATIVE SCT!EDULE OF EVENTS 
1986 

REUNION 

1HURSDA.Y - 26 JUNE, 1986 (Option day) 

1000 ..... 1600 
1000 ..... 1500 

1300 ..... 1600 

1300 ..... 2300 

REGISTRATION - HOI'EL LOBBY 
QJI.F - WPAFB - Golf Chairman: Pete Bezek 

(arrange your own transportation) 
"GLIMPSE OF DA.YION" - HARTI..INE 'IOURS 
INFORMAL DINNER - With your friends 
HOSPITALI'IY R(X)M - OPEN 

Check the hotel bulletin board in the lobby for the location of 99th BGiS activities. 

FRIDAY - 27 JUNE, 1986 

0900 ..... 1000 
1000 ..... 1700 
1200 ..... 1400 
1400 ..... 1700 
1400 ..... 1500 
1700 ..... 1900 

1900 ..... 2300 
1900 ..... 2300 

99th BGiS BOARD :MEETlliG 
REGISTRATION - HOI'EL LOBBY 
99th BGiS Ltn1cheon, (�ers & Guests) 
HOSPITALI'IY SUITE - OPEN 
BOARD MEETlliG - SALON - Election of Officers 
99th BGiS MIXER (By the M:irriott Pool) 
INFORMAL DINNER - With your friends . 
HOSPITALI'IY R(X)M - OPEN 
15th AF FII.M3 - SAI..DN "C" - NO CHARGE 
ART KNIPP VIDEO Fil113 OF PREVIOUS REUNIONS 

SATURDAY - 28 JUNE, 1986 

0730 ..... 0900 
0945 ..... 1030 
1100 ..... 1130 
1145 ..... 1600 

BUFFET BREAKFAST - BANQUET R(X)M 
BUS BOARDlliG FOR MUSEUM - Check with O:mmittee for boarding 
MEMJRIAL DEDICATION - U.S. Air Force Museum locations . 
15th AIR FORCE Fill6 - Museum Theatre 

Return buses (to the Marriott) will be scheduled throughout the afternoon, with the first 
bus leaving at 1300 and the last bus will leave at 1600. 

1300 ..... 1700 
1600 ..... 1800 

1800 ..... 1900 
1900 ..... 2100 
2100 ..... 24UU 

HOSPITALI'IY R(X)M - OPEN 
REUNIONS PHCJI'OGRAPHS - FOYER 
N>Jzy GROUP PHOTOGRAPH 
COCKTAIL HOUR 
BANQUET DA.Y'IOO BAU.ROOM 
HOSPITALI'IY llin1 - OPEN 

( Semi-formal attire) 
( Semi-formal attire) 

SUNDAY - 29 JUNE, 1986 

0730 ..... 0930 
1300 

HOSPITALI'IY ROOM - CI.DSED 

BUFFET BREAKFAST - BANQUET RCXM 
HaI'EL CHECK-Our Til1E 

TI-IANK YOU FOR COMING ................. HAVE A SAFE TRIP HCl1E!III! 1!1111 II 

December 6, 1985 

Dear George: 

Steve Birdsall 

31 Parkland Road 
Mona Vale 2103 
Sydney, Australia 

Many thanks for your letter and the listing. I feel that 

I can add to it, and will pass on what I can for what it's worth. 

As you will see, there are some contentious issues, but what's 

really contentious after forty years ... still, hopefully we can 

add to the history of the 99th, if only a sidelight of it. 

Beginning on Page 4 of your listing .•• 

23244 - I have this aircraft as lost with 97th Group April 2 1944. 

23251 - lost with 97th January ll 1944. 

23383 - lost with 97th June 11 1944. 

"24570" - no such B-17 number - is 25470 I believe. 

25419 - Whizzer - see photos page 219 Bowers' Fortress in the Sky. 

25786 - lost 483rd April 15 1944 Nis mission - page 21 Rust 

(the blazing B-17, wrongly identified as 463rd Group) 

25832 - I have the name War Bird II 

25946 - lost with 97th Group July 2 1944. 

25948 - I have name �hunderbolt: lost with 97th December 19, 1943. 

"29483" thru "30446" - correct radio call/tail numbers are 

229483, 229492 (lost July 5, 1943), 230396, 230446 (MIA - - -
October 10, 1943). 

46397 - Addition - aircraft MIA March 23, 1945. 

46430 - MIA November 7, 1944. 

46431 - Addition - aircraft MIA April 25, 1945. 

46492 - If number correct, could not be in War Diary as early as 

May '43, as a late B-l 7G model. 

48431 - I have this as 8th Air Force ..• ? 

"223018" - Not a B-17 number - duplication 

"223189" - As above, dupe of 23189. 

"225419" - As above, dupe of 25419. 

"229147" - Not a B-17 tail number. 

"229388" - Not B-17 number, dupe of 25388. 

"229393" - Not B-17 number. 

"229396" - Not B-17 number. 

of 23018 I believe. 

"229413" - Must be dupe of 25413, as no such B-17 number. 

229467 - Name was Flack Dodger. 

229474 - 96 missions. 
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229485 Seven mission with 483rd Bomb Group. 

229513 - El Diablo. 

229606 - I have as lost with 8th Air Force July 

229918 - MIA with 97th Group January 11, 1944 

230095 - MIA with 301st Group February 25, 1944. 

230343 - MIA with 97th April 2, 1944 

230459 - MIA with 97th February 22, 1944. 

230462 - MIA with 97th March 18, 1944. 

232013 - Old Mose, MIA April 2, 1944. 

232028 - MIA July 23, 1944 

27, 1943. 

232044 - 483rd Bomb Group aircraft (throughout war). 

232055 - Could not have gone down March '43 - a Spring '44 B-17G. 

232068 - MIA July 28, 1944. 

232071 - Nine Wolves and a Poppa. 

232101 - Definitely El Lobo II of 457th Group, 8th Air Force. 

"232733"- Not a B-17 number. 

"234091" - I believe is 230491 - other not a B-17 number. 

"239449" - Not a B-17 number. 

"425349" - Is 25439 tail number (full serial number 42-5439) 

"446868" - Tail number 46868, serial number 44-6868. 

Hope this is of some interest, and some use. By the way, the 

last entry leads me to point out that 446868 might have been painted on 

the tail, but it should have been 46868. I've noticed that occasionally 

on late B-17Gs the full serial number was painted on the tail, presumably 

after damage or whatever demanded a re-application of the numbers. 

I also noticed how many ex-99th Group aircraft were MIA with 

the 97th. This indicates a pretty hefty transfer of your B-17Fs to the 

97th at some stage. Can you recall why this happened? And what airplanes 

the 99th received in return? 

I'll be looking forward to whatever you can find out about 

23026. By the way, I don't think she could have gone down in August 1943, 

as I'm sure she was around until at least March/April 1944. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year! 

�cerely, 

� 
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Walter H. Butler - Treasurer 
99th Bomb Gp. Historical Society 
8608 Bellehaven Pl. N.E. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87112 

# 7 Beavertail Lane 
Palm Desert, Cal. 92260 
December IO, I 985 

I don't know where you people got my name, but I am happy to 
receive the November newsletter of the 99th BGHS. You will find my 
check for 1986 dues enclosed. 

Now, can I ask you to help me dig up some of my own history? I 
was assigned as a pilot to the 349th (?) Bomb Squadron of the 99th 
Bomb Group (Commanding Officer Major Wiper), in July of 1944. On a 
mission to Ploesti on July 27th we were forced down and captured 
by Partisans (?) Chetnicks (?) in Albania. My personal effects and 
records were never returned to me, so I have little to go on in 
reporting the combat portion of my military adventure to my 
grandchildren. 

All members of my crew eventually returned home in reasonably 800d 
condition after spending the remaining months of the war in Europe 
as guests of the 3rd. Reich. 

Where can I find an account of that mission, and perhaps other 
missions that I flew in July 1944? 

Is there anything of that nature at March Air Force Base? Who 
could I call there (I am only 60 miles away from there in the 
winter months). 

Thanks for any help you can offer, and best wishes for a happy 
holiday season. 

sincerely, 

Permanent home address: 

Dear Dave; 
By now you have received a copy of the Group War Diary for the 

Ploesti mission of July 15th, 19414.. You will note that it was another 
routine day. Of course that depends upon the point of view, and we would 
welcome your story about that routine day. 

your comrade, george 

I:ff you are reading tliis about larch l1st-13ernie Barr is in the hos�i tal 
re-coTering from elec::ti'lre corrective surgery. He should be home within 
a few days. .ge.o. 



B 10 Jan 86 

Dear George Coen, and Walter Butler, 

I am r:ot sure how I got or.to the ma.il ng list of the 99th Bomb Group. 
But I expect i� likely through the manipulations and machinations of my 
great and wonderful friend, Bernie Barr. 

So, Walter, please take the little piece of greenish paper, enclosed 
and toss it into your reservoir for newsletters---or whatever. 

George, I can say for certain that you will get a great deal of flak 
and even a fighter attack ( from me, a friendly one) on your notes in the 
1 Jan 36 newsletter. About connecting 100% casualties and still having some 
survivors. I have loved probability theory and statistics for about 40 or 50 
years, and just can' resist making the following remarks: 

If there is an S (a survivability probability)for one mission. And 
this is constant for any number of missions. And if S is equal to .97265 
(as you put it). 

Then, clearly, Y for the probability that a healthy young flier will 
survive 25 of these nasty things, is: 525 is y which is (about).50. 
No sweat. But, if I then want to know X or the probability that our hero 
will survive 50 missions---I no longer need a calculator. For Xis the same 
as Y squared. Or .5 squared. Or .25. Not .06247. 1-t,' cheap little hand 
held calculator also agrees with me. If someone challenges you on this, George, 
and they will---eetreat as gracefully as possible. 

One can imagine a variety of ways to describe what is meant by a tour 
that has 100% casualties. It is not self evident how one should define the 
meaning of this term. I would do it this way--I am now just gazing off into 
the wild blue yonder---Starting out with a Group or Wing, or •... and a fixed 
S (chance of any person surving one mission�-- And saying that I must replace 
each lost airman. How many missions will be flown before I have had to make 
100$ replacements? That is, my total losses (the guys shot down were the real 
losers), reach a number which is equal to the initial total number of fliers. 

For fifty missionf I can easily deduce an S, and I find it to be .98. 
That is easy. I lost .02 (2�) on each mission. Times 50 is equal to 1. 
Losses equal the initial number of poor drivers. If I should use this for S, 
it is easy to see that I would get a Y equal to S raised to the 25th power, 
or .60346 .... for the probability that one makes it through 25, And for 
my chance of making it through 50--just the square of Y or S raised to the 
50th power, or ss� .36417 .•... 

I hope that you do not conclude from this that all Ex-Ancient-Prehistoric 
Fighter pilots are bastards. I flew P 47s from England, and made it through 

56.5 missions. If I say that my chance of making it through 56 missions was 
or.e half, then I can say that my S (survive one mission) would be: -�· ... 
.987698..... If

,
r"ha!if��wn that, then, I would have stayed with my mother. 

/1 (//it[: Walter Beckham 

P.S. Bernie Balf.
l

knows full well that I couldn't fly a B 17, or any other 
plane with more than one engine. 

Dej:lr Little F'(0iend Walter Beckham: 

Walter, you are entirely right. I not only got the theory wrong, 
but the math is goofed up too. There is a 36% chance of surviving a 
tour figured on 100% casualties. George 

Fellows, our friend Walter was a fighter jockey in the 8AF and was 
the leading ace at the time he was shot down. geo 
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99th BG HS 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 

FOURTH QUARTER YEAR 1985 

BALANCE 30 SEPTEMBER 1985 

INCOME: 
OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 

1985 
1985 
1985 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURF.s: 

OCTOBER 1985 

DUES AND DONATIONS 
DUES AND DONATIONS 
DUES AND DONATIONS 

GEORGE F. COEN MISC. EXPENSE 
BANK DEPOSIT TICKETS 
TOTAL OCTOBJ!JR 
NOVEMBER 1985 
INFORMATION ARCHIVAL INC. TYPING 
DATACO - PRINTING NBWS LETTER 
INFORMATION ARCHIVAL INC, TYPING 
PE1r�'Y CASH - POSTAGE ,t,,. BU1l.1LEH 
TO'f AL NOVEMBER 

DECE!VlBER 1985 
TOTAL DECEMBER 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
BALANCE 31 DECEMBER 1985 

From Carl E. Mitchell of Shreveport, LA 
Dear George, 

470.00 
690.00 
710.00 

18?0.00 

80.92 
2.97 

83.89 

46.00 
638.98 

44.20 
�0.00 

? 9.18 

-0-

1501.04 

1870.00 
3371.04 

2507.97 

1 September 1984 

I apologize for being ao late in acknowledging your letter. I'm 
the world's gaeatest procrastinator. Thanks for the ptcture of Pete 
and myself. 

I alao received a copy of �Rommel's Leet Stand1 from Cortesi and 
found it interesting in spite of a few errors which are inconsequential 
at this late date. 

As regards the Sicilian Invasion mission, I'll list what my diary says. 

•July 8, 194,. Today I was called back from making a raid. At 14sOO 
a new mystery ship was assigned to me. 142-25941. It carried secret 
equipment. At 09s00 this morning, I was informed Sicily was to be invaded 
the next moriing. We took off at 14sOO for a secret landing field in 
Tunisia. Landed there at 16s12. Was informed I �aa to stand by as a 
spare ship. Only 4 planes were to cover the landing operation. We 
carried enough gas for a 15 hour flight. No bombs. As much ammunition 
aa we could carry. At 19s00 the 4 planes took off on their exciting 
mission. At 19,,0 I took off' and returned to Navaring I was greatly 
disappointed in not being able to go with the rest. John (Kowtowski) 
went and I shall repeat his notes. Quote• Searohlights and flak kept 
the sky well ill\.lllinated. One light nearly picked us up twice. We 
circled Sicily for two hours and then returned mome to Navarin.• Unquote. 
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The rest that I remember is that the pla�es were dull black and none of 
our crew were allowed to enter the radio compartment. 

Well, George, I enjoyed seeing you again at Houston, won't  be 
able to hack the schedule for Seattle, wron g time of the year, but 
plan on going to Dayton. 

Sincerely 

Never procrastinate, Mitch !  

Dear Geors e :  

I t  was certa i n ly a pleasure t o  ta i k  with you about a month ago when I was in A l i:;uque rque . 
What a surprise when you informed me over the phone that not only did you know me , out  
that we f lew together on my very first combat m ission to Pa l e rmo, S ic i l y .  You were so 
r ig h t .  When you stopped by my mote l the next morning, my memory unfeathered a b it 
a nd I now hove a defin ite recol l ection of you over in  North Africa i n  1 943. 

My 20 1 f i l e  shows that I j o ined the 99th at Gowan F ie l d, Bo ise, com i ng from the 29th Bomb 
Group on September 26, 1 942 . Orig i no l l 1, I was i n  the 346th S quadron, but 00out ! ; 1k
November 1 942 [ was transferred into the 41 6th . When the a i r  echelon deported overseas, 
[ was one of the p i lots to stay behind  w ith the g round eche l o n .  By the t i me I caug h t  u p  
again at Nover in,  you fe l lows a l ready h o d  about 2 0  m iss ions logged . 

For a long w h i l e  I was used as uti l ity co-pi lot  a nd flew w ith q uite a few of the crews i n  
d ifferent a i rcraft . I re member many m iss ions with  S id ney Buck, Joe Trentodue, and B i l l  
Osborne . Loter I was ass igned my own crew a nd flew 2 3  missions as first p i l ot, complet i ng 

50 o n  February 1 7, 1 944. 

I hove a l ways bee n  part icu lar ly proud of my crew a nd a i rp l a ne .  Both were the best .  Wi lson 
and N i c ke lson were in the nose, C .  D .  Bog:;is co-pi lot, Carol " Pappy" Carter top tu rret, Wo l ly 
Bush radio,  Joe McG u ire wa ist, John. Morris ba l l  turret a nd Ph i l l ip O ' Re i l l y  to i l g u nner.  Now 
I know I have left out my othe r waist g unne r.  I ' m  embarossed, but [ j ust can't  reca l l  h is name 
r ig h t  now . 

My p l a ne was 229472, Sweater G i r l . I reca l l  putting the 99th m ission on 472, after w h i ch we 
hod e ng i ne troub le a nd [ f lew my l ast two i n  other p lanes . The orig i na l  p i lot on 472 was 
" W i ndy " .  I 'm not s ure who this was but I bet you ca n te l l  me. My c rew ch ief was " N ick"  
a nd he a l ways come through w ith the best ma inte na nce . 

George, I ' m  sending you copies of several spe c ia l  orders cut at Gowan F ie l d .  They should be 
of h is torical  va l ue i f  you don ' t  a l ready have the m .  Also, here a re j ust a few faded pr ints token 
w i t h  the camera I smugg l e d  overseas . I 've got many more shots a nd if l ever can f ind the 
negatives I m ight  be ab le  to furnish you w ith better quo I ity pr ints . 

! ' I  I be looking forward to your news l etters a nd hope some day I con atte nd one of the reun io ns .  
I t 's very evident you fe l l ows ore do ing a g reat job i n  preserv ing the h istory of the 99th . Thanks ! 

R . R .  2 ,  Box 98 
Syra c use , I ndiana 46567 
Apri l 5, 1 982 

Very tru ly yours, 

/(Jl,_(-,. 

Robert K .  !3ra u ng a rt 

'lHE WAR DIARY 
once again we furnish s ome War D iary e ntri e s  which were s omehow 

bypas s e d .  At this rate we never will find out how the war e nded . geo .  

SPE C I AL NARRATI V E  REPORT 
M ISS ION : 25 February ,  1 944 - POLA , I TALY 

I .  ENEMY RESI STANCE 
A .  F i ghters : None . 
B .  F l a k :  T h e  99t t1 bomb Group went over the t a rget w ith  squadrons i n  tra i l ,  eche lon 

l e ft . F rom a mean  a l t i tude of 22 ,000 ' ,  moderate accurate and  heavy f l ak was encountered . 
Th i s  was of the t rack i n g  type . 

I I .  S I GN I F I CANT OBSERVAT IONS 
A .  Land : (A 1 1  observat i on s  f rom 2 1 ,000 ' to  23 ,000 1 ) 

ll05 - Large coa l docks and l o adi ng  p i e rs at Osere , 45 ° 10 ' N ,  1 3 ° 37 ' E .  
1 106 - Landi ng  g round seen at 44 ° 56 ' N ,  1 3 ° 5 7 ' E ,  n o  p l a n e s , r u nway i s  good 
shape . 
1 1 1 2  - Large oi l and  gas  dumps at F - 13  on Ta rget Chart #4-5 1 - NA .  
1 1 29 - What appeared to be a n  a rmy camp a rea was observed a t  45 ° 10 1 N ,  1 4 ° 07 1 

E .  
B .  W at e r : 1 0 5 2  - A l a r g e  M/V  a n c h ored  a t  t h e  SW t i p  of S i l ba  I s l a nd  at 44° 2 l ; N ,  

14°43 ; E .  Pos s i bi l i ty that t h i s  may be a CC . 

1 .  UN IT :  
2 .  18 
3 .  4 
4 .  14 
5 .  10 
6 • 

7 .  100 
8 .  100 

9 .  20 
' 1 0 . 

1053 - No .  l a rge M/Vs i n  Zara harbor 44 ° 2 l ' N , l 4 °4 3 ' E .  
1 1 10 - 16 M/Vs and  2 CC i n  P o l a  H a rbor . 
1 1 1 3  - 5 Med i um M /V s  h e a d i n g  NW  out  of Po l a  H a r bo r  at 0 - 1 0  o n  t a rget  C h a rt 
4-5 1-NA .  
1 1 1 4  - 1 2  seap l anes i n  water  at  E 18  and  1 9 , 4 seap l a nes at  G-10 , 3 seap l a nes at 
0-9 . 

M I SS I ON REPORT 

99th GROUP : T IME : 1 940 
OFF TO : Regen s bu rg , Germany 
EARLY 14 SORTI ES .  

DATE 2 5  Feb  1 944 

OVER TARGET AT : 1250 HOURS , AT 21 ,400 FEET 
DROPPED ON TGT 30 TONS 500 LB . BOMBS . 1 / .01 FUSES ---

We don ' t  know i f  other  4 p l anes d ropped on t arget as they were h i t  
before t a rget t i me .  

E/A SEE N :  Wara ME109s , 1 10 s ,  210 s , FM1 90s , J U88 s ,  and J U87s  
E/A , TARGE T S ,  ETC . W i  1 1  be covered  i n  t h e  s p ec i a l  n a r r at i ve 

report . 
CLAIMS for e/a  destroyed . 

- -----FLAK AT 
1 JU88 , 6 MEl lO s ,  1 ME210 , 2 FM90s ,  10 ME109s 

TARG ET : H e a vy , i nt e n s e  a n d  a c c u r ate . 
1 1 . 4 ---- Enemy fi ghters . 

1 .  U N I T :  Notary __________ 0810 
2 .  2 1  OFF TO : Po l a , I ta ly 

DATE : 25 February 1 944 

6 .  1 OTHERS : D ropped 5 tons on Zara h a rbor whi l e  retu rn i ng  e a r l y .  H i t s  were at 1 -9-10 
on TC #-132-NA , sta rt i ng at  t h e  e d g e  of  t h e  wat e r  a n d  g o i n g  on - - - - - a x i s of 5 0 ° 1 100 
hours . 
7 .  5 E/A SEEN : ove r t a rget at 1000 ft a lt .  comi ng f rom SW of ta rget . 

10 . MAH _______ Moderat e ,  a ccu rate and  heavy . 

14 . RESULTS . ESCORT GAVE T I ME AND PLACE OF RENDEZVOUS AND DEPARTURE FROM BOMBERS 
Good coverage of area i n c l uded i n  N 0-7 and a l ong water front i n s t a l l at i o n s  westwa rd  
to J 5 and  6 w ith  severa l bombs h i t t i n g  i n  wate r  of  the h a r bo r .  
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B .  Water :  1057 15 sma l l  M/Vs i n  Zara h a rbor 
1 1 20 Po l a  h a rbor , smok i ng , heavy , b l ack and bi l l owi ng . 
1405 10-12 OM/Vs  i n  Tri este harbor 
1406 4 med OM/Vs i n  Tr i este Harbo r ,  6 sma l l  pat ro l  boats 
1410 F i ume Harbor was smok i ng g ray i sh b l a ck smoke . 
1434 1 5  M/Vs i n  Tri este harbo r ,7 appeared to  be l a rge transports . 

C .  F l a k P o s i t i o n s : I t  was  i mposs i b l e  t o  p i n po i n t  t h e s e  d u e  t o  t h e  i n tense and 
p ro l onged enemy fi ghter acti v i ty .  

D .  Ai r :  1 2 1 5  J u s t  before K l agenfurt , 1 B-17 of 30 1 st left wi ng on f i re ,  i n  a spi n ,  
n o  chute seen . 
1 2 20 1 B - 1 7  o f  30 1 st at K l a g e n f u rt both  w i n g s  o n  fi re and a steep wi ng 
over 3 chutes seen . 
1 230 8-17 of 30 1 s t  on f i re ,  4 chutes , 1 parachute hung up  on bomb bay . 
1 250 B-17 of 30 1 st i n  d i stress , 4 chutes . 
1 300 2 B-17s  of 2nd Bomb Gp . ,  co l l i ded , 3 chutes 

I I I . CONCLUSIONS 
A .  Tot a l  Losses : 

F rom f l ak 0 
F rom F i g hters 4 
Other Reasons 0 

B .  Damage : 
F rom f l ak 7 p l anes 
F rom F i ghters 5 p l a nes 
Other reasons O p l anes 

( 3  men suffered mi nor  batt le wounds )  
C .  V i ctori es : ( C l a i m  s heets bei ng submi tted ) 

Destroyed 
1 Ju  88 
6 Me l lO s  
1 Me 210 
10 Me 109s 

WAR D I ARY OF THE 99TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ( H )  347TH BOMB SQ 
MONTH OF J UNE 1944 

1 J � ne - - Today was  aga i n  n on o p e rat i o n a l .  T h i s  m o r n i n g  a f i fth  wi ng pub l i c  re lat i on s  offi ce sergeant a nd  a MAAF photographer came out a nd  took p i ctu res a nd  s t o r i es of  n i ne of  
?u r  combat men . A� 1000 hours a l l  combat personne l met at  thei r respect i ve sh i ps a n ; d  were i n st ructed on l oadi �g b?mbs by the a rmament sect i on . There was aga i n  n o  m a i l a n d  t h e  men a �e rea_ l l� wonde r i n g  J u st exact ly what i s  go i ng on . Supper ton i ght was one of those very d i sappoi nti ng mea l s . I nstead of  f resh meat , we had corned bee f .  
2 J u n e  - - T?day was operat i ona l w i t h  t h e  ear l i est H-hour  we have h a d  s i nce bei ng overseas . After the s h i ps took off ,  everyo�e went back �o bed for awh i l e .  Food t o d ay was  v e ry poor  a nd  a l o� of t� e me n made  t h e i r own mea l s  , n  thei r tents of eggs a nd  toast . R i ght after super ton i g ht � � ced b�er  was s� rved t o  t h e  me n .  E a c h  man was e nt i t l e d  to two bott l e s . P a r� of  a B r� t i s h  �n i t  moved i nto  ou r s quadron a rea today and a re eat i ng at our mess h a l l .  Ton i ght was B i ngo n i g ht and the top p r i ze of the even i n g  was f i fty f i ve  d o l l a rs s h a red by th ree who made thei r bi ngo at the s ame t i me .  
3 June - � Today i s  anothe r nonoperat i on a l  day and a peri od of  re l a t i ve i nact i v i ty .  The men have thei r . own ba l l  games betwe�n ea�h ot her here i n  the squadron . there i s  a lway s a good ma n.y men  � n t h e  day room p l ay � ng pi ng pon g ,  dart s ,  cards , or readi ng and wr i t i ng l etters . It  1 s  amu� i ng to  wat ch the Eng l i s h boy s ,  n ow attached t o  u s ,  watch i ng t h e  D i ce ; a nd  p o ke r  games g? , n g o n

_. 
I t . s eems t h?t they h ave never i ndu l ged i n  these la rge game s .  They a l so have q u i t e a t i me w i t h  the p i n g  pong  ba l l s a n d  a re swatt i n g t h em a l l  o ve r  the room Ton i gh t  " N o  T ime for Love" starri n g  F red McMu r ray and C l audette Co l be rt p l ayed here on th; base . 

I 

J 
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4 J u n e  - - Today was  a nother  of thes� q u i et Sundays i n  I t a ly of wh i ch we h ave h ad so many . 
I t  s eems t h a t  S u n d ays  a re u s u a l ly i na ct i ve .  A good many of t h e  men  attended  c h u r c h  
se rv i ces , ot hers went t o  town on pass and st i l l  others went swi mmi ng o n  the  afternoon truck 
to  the beach . We mi ssed h av i n g  fresh meat toni ght and it certai n ly makes a d i fference . 
5 J u ne  - - Today was  a l s o  q u i et except for the format i on h e l d  t h i s  morn i n g .  The format i on 
for a l l  e n l i sted men and offi cers was at n i ne o ' c l ock . Lt Stu sser  ta l ked f i rst te l l i ng us  
of  the  s ch edu l e  wor ked  out  for  t h e  n e xt t h ree wee k s .  To  be  at  least  t h i rty mi nutes of 
c l ose order dri 1 1  each day , a dai ly i ns pect i on of the tents and squadron , and tw i ce a week 
t h e re i s  to be a s t a n d by i n s pect i on of  the tents w i t h  a l l  pe rson ne l i n  c l as s  A un i form . 
Then Captai n Newman ,  our S q u a d r o n  S u r geo n , t a l ked  a bout r e n ew i n g  o u r  e ffort s  to  g u a rd 
a g a i n s t  Ma l a ri a .  T h e  i n s pe ct i on of the tents today was at 1 1 1 5  hours . The t ruck  ran to  
the  beach  a g a i n t h i s a ft e r n oon . F o r  s u p pe r  t o n i g h t  we had  f re s h  bee f ,  c a n ned  sweet 
potatoes a nd g ravy , fresh butter and b read , coffee w i t h  canned fru it  cocktai l for desert . 
6 J u n e  - - Today was  u n u s u a l ly q u i et a g a i n .  We h a d  o n e  h o u r of c l ose order dr i l l  t h i s  
morn i n g  f rom 0900 t o  1000 hou rs . A sma l l  amount  of  m a i l came i n  t h i s  a f te r noon  a n d  was  
v e ry we l come . We had fresh roast beef for supper ton i ght . 
7 J u ne  - - The  u s u a l d r i l l  peri od came off t h i s  morn i ng and i t  was ve ry dusty on the dri l l  
fi e l d .  Th i s  afternoon at 1400 hours we had a USO show here on the base at our a rea theater 
and i t  was very good with  a l a rge c rowd attend i n g .  
8 J u n e  - - Not h i n g o f  i n te re st  took  p l a ce  today . T h e  u s u a l d r i l l  peri od was h e l d  t h i s  
morni n g .  
9 J u n e  - - We had the. 99th Bomb Gp . orchestra out at our dri  1 1  peri od t h i s morn i ng and t hey 
pepped the march i n g  up  q u i te  a bi t .  A l ot of mai l came i n  th i s  afternoon and the men  were 
very g l ad to  see i t .  The truck went over to  the  beach t h i s  afternoon and qu i te a number of 
the men went . Ton i ght was "B i ngo  N i ght" and eve ryone enj oyed it  t horough ly .  The top p r i ze 
of t h e  even i ng was forty n i ne do l l a rs but was d i v i ded between t h ree men . We had fresh h am 
f o r  s u p p e r  t o n i g h t  a n d  i t  was  ve ry g oo d  f o r  a c h a n g e .  C a pt a i n J . HJ . H o u g h  a n d  o u r  
execut ive  offi cer .  Capta i n  Scarbrough retu rned from rest camp today . 

1 0  J u n e  - - The regu l a r  dr i l l  peri od came off th i s  morn i n g .  The band was out agai n a nd the 
boys a l l  dressed i n  c l ass  A u n i form s ,  passed i n  r e v i ew b e fo re t h e  G ro u p  Ad j ut a n t , C apt . 
Sa rosy . Not h i n g  e l se  of  i mp o rt a n ce h a p pened and the show was h e l d  ton i ght at the Group 
Headquarters b r i ef i n g  room . 
1 1  J u n e  - - Today was  a n ot h e r  n o n ope rat i on a l  v e ry qu i et s u nd ay . T ra n s po rtat i on was  
furn i s hed to  and f rom chu rch serv i ces as usua l .  The  sh i ps retu rned t oday f rom R u s s i a  a n d  
o f  cou rse a lot o f  ta l l  ta les f l oat i n g  a rou n d .  We had f resh meat for supper ton i g ht . 
1 2  J u n e  - - Today was nonope rat i on a l  a ga i n  and a good many of the men went i nto  t own and to 
the beach . It was v e ry dusty a l l  day l ong  and the showers h a d  a ve ry b u sy d ay . A heavy 
amount  of  m a i l came i n  t oday a nd t h e  men  were  a l l  very happy about that . There was no 
fresh meat today and the mea l s  were genera l ly very poo r .  " What ' s  Buz z i n g  Cous i n "  w i t h  A n n  
M i l ler  and Mart i n  O rchestra p l ayed a t  t h e  loca l mov i e  he re o n  t h e  base ton i ght . 
1 3  June  -- Today was operati ona l for u s  and a l l  of the men got back i n  thei r regu l a r  str ide 
aga i n .  The H-hour was ea r ly and the s h i p s  returned s hort ly after noon . There was a U .S .C .  
s t a g e  s how # 1 1 1  at 1 900 hours th i s  even i ng i n  the a rea t heater . I t  was very good and a l l 
of the men enj oyed i t  a l ot . 
14 J u ne - - Today was agai n operat i ona l and a h i gh ly successf u l  m i s s i on was accomp l i s hed . A 
sma l l  number of letters came i n  today but they were most ly for the new men of the squadron . 
We h ad f re s h  meat f o r  s u pper  t o n i g h t  a nd i t  was very good . "The Fa l l i ng Spar row" w i t h  

J oh n  Garfi e l d  p l ayed a t  t he  a rea theater here o n  the base ton i ght . Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r st t i me 
that a mov i e  has been h e l d  i n  the  open a i r  for fear the i nsects wou l d  be too annoy i ng .  
1 5  J u n e  - - Today was  s ch e d u l e d  t o  have been operat i on a l  and i t  was ar:i ea r ly H-hou r . The 
m i ss i on was cance led however someti me after br i efi n g  was he l d .  The squadron S-2 off i ce i s  
very busy today on PRO work on the c rews that part i c i pated on the shutt le  run t o  Russ i a .  A 
good b i t  of mai l came i n  t h i s  afternoon . The news i s  soundi ng very i nterest i n g  t h e se days 
a n d  a l l  of the me n a re a n x i ou s  to  hear each day what i s  goi ng on . There were t h ree very 
poor mea l s  today . 



16 June  - - Today was operat i on a l  w i t h  another of those ext reme ly ear ly H-hours  and the  m ; en 
we re up  and sti r r i n g  long before day l i gh t .  Not h i ng exci t i n g  happened a ro u n d  t h e  s q u ad r o n  
e xcept  t h at qu i t e  a number o f  l etters came i n  today and t h e  men were a l l  p l ease . ct  Ton i ght  
was  the wee k ly B i ngo  game and  everyone had a good t i me i r. the en l i sted men ' s  day room . We 
had some very good fresh steak for supper t on i gh t .  
1 7  J u n e  - - Today wa s  nonoperat i on a l  and a p ract i ce mi s s i on was f l own . A good many of  the 
o l de r  combat men have f i n i s hed thei r tour of  duty i n  the last ten days and we h a ve  s e v e ra l 
n ew  c rews . We got  w o r d  t h i s  mo r n i n g t h a t  one of  our  c rews t hat went down s ome t i me ago  
over  enemy terr i tory a re p r i soners of  wa r and another  c rew w i  1 1  be  b a c k  w i t h  u s  i n  a f ew 
days  a ft e r  be i n g  i n  e nemy h e l d  t e r r i t o ry f o r  s ome t i me . A l i tt l e ma i l came in t h i s 
afternoon . The mea l s  today were genera l ly poor and there was no  fresh meat . 
18  J u n e  - - Today wa s another one of  those n onoperat i on a l  Sundays . I t  had been schedu l ed  
to  be operat i ona l and a very ea r ly H -hour  but the  m i s s i on was cance l ed  a ft e r  b r i e f i n g .  A 
g o o d  b i t  o f  ma i l  came i n  today . We had fresh meat for supper ton i ght . The other n i n e  men 
of  Lt McDonne l ' s  c rew who had been i n  an enemy occup ied  count ry for s ome t i me retu r ned  t o  
t he  squadron today and every one was certai n ly g l ad  t o  s ee them agai n .  
1 9  J u n e  - - T h e  m i s s i on was aga i n  cance led ear ly t h i s  mor n i ng  wh i le b r i ef i ng  was goi n g  on . 
Outgoi ng  mai l was very heavy th i s  morn i n g  and t h e  men  a re d o i n g  a l ot o f  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  
dur i ng  thei r i d le t i m e .  Qu i te  a b i t  of mai 1 a l so  came i n  today . A l l t h ree mea l s  were very 
poor today and a l ot of the  men a re eat i n g  egg s ,  cucumbers , o n i o n s  a n d  t he  l i k e i n  t h e i r 
own t e n t s  t h a t  t h ey buy f rom t h e  I ta l i ans . " H i red W i fe" . w i t h  Lou i se A l b r i tten  p l ayed at 
the a rea theater ton i ght . 
20 J u ne - - Today ' s  m i s s i on w a s  a ga i n  c a n ce l ed b e c a u s e  o f  weat h e r . T hese  con secut i ve 
nonoperat i ona l days a re getti n g  boresome but they a re coo l  a n d  n i ce w i t h a few s cattered  
s h owe r s  to  sett l e  the  dust . the  boys a re sti  1 1  wri t i ng a l ot of  l etters bes i des  goi ng  to  
town o r  swimmi n g .  I t  seems too  good to be  t rue  but more mai 1 a ctua 1 l y  c ame  i n  t oday . We 
a l l  h at ed  t o  see  ou r F i rst Sergeant , John �- Repka f r om Pennsy l va n i a ,  l eave us today . He 
was one of  the few or i g i na l  men of the squadron s i n c e  i t  was o r g a n i zed  n ea r ly two years  
a go . He  was  t ra n s f e r red  to  the  F i fte e n t h  A i r F o rce  a nd  i s  to  ass ume dut i es of F i rst 
Sergeant of  t he  h eadquarters Squadron there .  Chow was fai r ly good today . T h i s  mor n i n g  we 
h ad hot  f re n c h  t o a s t  w i t h  ma rma l a de ,  ce r ea l , fru i t  j u i ce and coffe e .  For d i nner we h ad 
corned bee f ,  l i ma beans , f ru i t  cockta i l ,  and co l d  l emonade . For supper we had f re s h  roast  
bee f ,  potatoes , s p i nach , pea rs , a nd  i ced choco l at e .  
2 1  J u ne - - Today wa s  n on o pe r a t i ona l and ve ry qu i et around t h e  squadron . The weather  was 
c l oudy and coo l a l l  day . L ast n i ght we were a l l  start led when a B r i t i sh We l l i n g to n  Bombe r 
c a u g h t  o n  f i re o n  t h e  take  off and the bomb l oaded exp l oded . There was a heavy v o l ume of 
outgo i ng mai l today and q u i te  a b i t  o f  m a i l came i n .  T h e  food  was p re tty s o r ry at a l l  
t h ree  mea l s t oday a n d  we  h a d  n o  fresh meat . "As Thousands Cheer" starri ng Mi ckey Rooney 
p l ayed at the  open a i r theate r  here on the base toni ght . 
2 2  J u ne - - T oday wa s  operat i on a l  w i t h  on ly a short mi ss i on and the  s h i ps retu rned short ly 
after  noon . Tomorrow i s  schedu led to be operat i on a l  but most of  the work  was d o ne  before  
n i ght . Fi fteenth Ai r Force Speci a l  Servi ces put on thei r Arabi a n  dan ce show th is  afternoon 
and the l a r gest c rowd attended that has ever been to any s h ow h e re b e f o re . T h e  g i r l  was  
rea l ly q u i te  a number and  the  men rea l ly enjoyed themse l ves . We  had  fresh  steak for  supper 
ton i !:)ht . 
2 3  J u ne - - Today was operat i on a l  for us  and another succes sfu l m i ss i on was a ccomp l i shed . ; 
Our  former Sergea nt Maj or  returned from rest camp today a n d  a s s umed t he  d u t i e s  of  F i r s t  
Sergeant . One of the Admi n i strat i ve C le r k s  i n  the  order ly room a s sumed the  dut i es that he  
was re l i eved of . There  was a format i on of a l l  en l i sted men and offi c e r s  who  we re i n  t u r n  
t ra n s ported  by t r u c k  t o  g rou p  h eadquarters where meda l s  were p resented to  the  men by Bri g 
Genera l L awrence of  5th W i n g .  A sma l l  amount of  mai l came i n  t h i s  aft e r n oo n .  T o n i g ht  we 
rece i v e d  i n s t r u ct i o n s  t h a t  t he re wou l d  be a stri ct ba l ckout i n  the  a rea . There were no  
exp l a nat i on s .  The regu l a r  F r i day n i ght b ingo  game was postponed unti l Sunday n i ght . 
2 4  J u n e  - - Today wa s  n o n o pe rat i on a l  and everyt h i n g  was q u i et a round the squad ron . There 
was a format i on at 1 350 hours and the a rt i c l es of  war were read to the en l i sted men . A l ot 
of  m a i l came i n  t h i s  a fte rn oon  a n d  e v e ryone  w a s  v e ry h appy a bo u t  i t .  We had c reamed 
ch i cken toni ght for  suppe r .  " I n  O l d  Ok l ahoma" p l ayed here on the base ton i ght . 
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25 J u n e  -- Today was operat i on a l  for us with  a very ear ly H-hour and a very long m i ss i on .  We were not i fi ed today that bombers of the E i ghth Ai r Force were due to  l a nd on o u r  f i e l d  
t h i s  afternoon but th i s  was l ater on ca l led back as cance led .  A sma l l  amount of ma i l came i n  aga i n  th i s  afternoon . We bad f resh pork , r i. ce and 1 ·;.·1 1 recoras , 1eJ rlue 
short ly afterwards by the post exchanqe . 
26 June records unrecrc(q.6/e 
usua l .  The mea ls were very good today and we had fresh meat for supper .  A -------
Most of them spent the eveni ng answer i ng  a l l  of thei r correspondence.  The 

records ,,!fatr,b/� cl 
- ------

better a l ready . The en l i sted men's mess ha l l  was j ust gone over a few days ago . 
tn,·c r{) {t"h .r Snarled 

--- --

27 J une -- Today was operat i ona l for us but that was about the on ly 
tucr i'o}sh/ 

th i n g  of 

effort on the part of the orde r ly room to get the tents and bi vouac 
o o d  

area i n  good 
no 

each tent are respon s i b l e  for the su r roundi ng  outs i de a rea as  we l l  as the i ns i de .  
bo 

28 J une - - Today was nonoperat i ona l a nd  many of  the men headed for town o r  e l se went to the 
beach on the truck t h i s  afternoon . Qu ite a bit of mai l came i n  t h i s  after noon . S- 1 a nd  
S-2  a re both  remode l i ng and  rearrang i ng  thei r offi ces and a l so  t ak i ng extreme measures of 
c l ea n i n g  them .  The dust i s  terri fi c these days and eve ryt h i n g  has  to be c l eaned severa l 
t i mes  a day . We h a d  fri ed ch i cken for supper with  seve ra l good d i shes to go with  i t .  It  
was actua l ly the  best mea l  that  we h a v e  had  i n  s ome t i me . " M r .  B i g "  sta r r i n g  Dona l d  
O ' Conner p l ayed at the open a i r  theater here on the base ton i ght . 
2 9  J u ne  - - Today was another nonoperat i ona l one for us  and thi ngs were genera l ly qui et .  A 
very uni nterest i ng day wi th poor mea ls  a nd no  mai l .  
30 J u ne - - Today was operat i ona l but noth i ng part i cu l a r ly exci t i n g  about the mi s s i on . Day 
ca l l  was at 1030 hours and i t  wasn ' t  l ong  unti l the fi rst of the month games got u n de r  wa·y 
a n d  l a sted  u n t i l t he  l i ghts went out ton i ght . It  was a l so  the regu l a r  Fri day ni ght bi ngo 
game �nd that con f l i cted wi th the poker and di ce games goi ng on . We had 
- - - - - -- - --------� for supper ton i ght . 

--��----

/'(oYJ(!. o f  
U n  rea d cr'7le . 

fhe abo� WO'.f ,b/e�17ec/ err- eenso red/ /J4 Ji,,.rf Wt:tS 

J°'tA ):JiJ/'1 vfOU T O(..J y? Capf,'bJ/1.5, S. o .Sr jeo , 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

Sgt Gus T .  Brown J r . ,  99th Bomb Gp . ,  347 Bomb Sq 
31 May 1944 

Mi ss i on of 24 January 1944 to Sof i a .  Ta rget area obscu red by c l ouds . Shi p turned and 
headed  for a l t e r n ate  targetN i s .  R a n  i nt o  s e ve re s t o rm ,  ga s o l i ne s upp ly exhaust e d ,  
v i s i bi l i ty was ni l ,  so crew ba led out . A l l  crewmen ba led out . Landed area south of Un i ce .  

Neve r i n  enemy hands . 
B r own on ly had  k i t  wi th  h a l ox tab l ets , etc . ,  i n  i t .  Other crewmembers wi th h im  h ad 

o l d  type k i ts wi th ct 15 and go l d  pi eces . Es cape maps usefu l .  W ith ass i stance of  Ame ri can  
mi s s i on member  money was exchanged  for  l oc a l c u r rency and  was  u sefu l i n  pu r c ha se  of 
c i g a rettes , sma l l  t o i l et a rt i c l e s , et c .  B r i ef i n g  of  off i cers  i n  c rew had  emp h a s i zed 
P a rt i s a n  i n f l u ence  i n  Y u gos l a v i a  to extent that pi lot i n  Brown ' s  crew drew a star i n  the 
snow when he met the fi rst n at i v e .  S i nce  t he  c rew was i n C h etn i k t e r r i t o ry t h i s  was a 
dangerous  t h i ng to have done .  E n l i sted men of the crew had not been bri efed on conduct i n  
Yugos l av i a  

Appendi x A 
Landed i n  Z l at s bor a rea south  o f  U n i ce .  Made contact w i t h  C h et n i k s  on n i g ht of 

ba le-out . Ent i re crew made contact w ith each other on second day after ba l e-out . Contacted 
Capta i n Mi l omi r K o l rnee v i c ,  of K r a l j e vo , a C h et n i k off i cer  who gu i ded group most of the 
d i stance to Ame r i can  off i ce r  ( Ma rc o )  a bout 100  k i l ometers south of po i nt of l a nd i n g .  
T rave l e d  N E  d i rect i o n av o i d i n g  c a ca k , c ro s sed  D i c i n a r i v e r  a t  n i g ht  and  rai l road and 
h i ghway para l le l i n g ri ver--narrow ly avoi ded German patro l  on h i ghway . I n  sma l l  vi l l age met 
man  who  c l a i med to  be a n  Ame r i c a n  doctor  forme rly res i dent of Be l grade-- Peter Uvanov i ch 
( s i c ) , th i s  man and h i s  wi fe were evacuated with  the f lye r .  Met Captai n Maj a V .  Batu i cevi c 
forme r l y  of  Be l g rade , now c h i ef of staff  of Chetni k camps i n  area--was very fri endly to 
Ameri can f lyers . Chetni ks were he lpfu l a nd  f r i e n d ly to c rew . Gua rded a i r st r i p  d u r i n �  
evacuat i on .  
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F r om a s t a n dpo i n t  of secu r i ty there i s  no object i on that t h i s  man bei ng retu rned to 
operati ons i n  t h i s  theat re . 

Appendix B . . . . . 
Saw few e v i dence  of  C h et n i k s  f i g h t i n g  G e rma n s . d i d  see  C h et n i k  troops movi ng i n  

di rect i on of Di c i n a  R i ver  to fi ght ( a c cord i n g  t o  C h et n i k s )  t h e  P a rt i s a n s .  B rown h ad  a 
t h i rty- o r  fo rty-m i n ute t a l k  w ith  Mi ha lovi ch . E xpressed h i s  thanks  for k i nd t �eatment at 
the hands of the Chetn i ks .  Mi ha lov i ch stated he l i ked the Ameri cans and wou ld  l i ke to meet 
a l l  the Ame ri can f lyers i n  the a re a ,  and that he wou ld l i ke to v i s i t  Ameri ca after the wa r .  
N o  po l i t i ca l  o r  m i l i t a ry conve rsat i on .  

Mihalovich was offerred sanctuary by the Americans but preferred 
to remain in Yugoslavia .  He  was of course shot by Tito • s  partisans .  gfc . 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 
1 . Farley , Leonard A . ,  S/Sg t . ,  

Born - 1 0 ,March 1 921  

1 21 38229 3 ,  346th Bomb Sq . ,  99th Bomb Gp . 

Home Address - Westdal e ,  New - york 
Peacet ime Profess ion - Student 
M I A  - 6 October 1 943  
Missions - Twenty-five 

2 .  Never in enemy hands .  

Enl isted - 1 5  September 1 942 

RTD - 2 September 1 944 . 
Duty on A/C - T ail Gunner 

Ref No . USA/SKP/25 2 Sept ember 1 944 

3 .  On a miss i on t o  Uln ico , I taly , source ' s  pl ane encountered f ighters and flak when about 
1 00 mil es in land .  The plane lost its  p os i t i on i n  t h e  format i o n  ' an d  sho r t l y  af terw ards 
there  was  an e x p l o s i o n  i n  the l e f t  bombay c au s e d  by  e i t h e r  f l ak or f i g h t e r  a t t ack . 
I mmediately after this occurred ource realized that  t h e  o ther  memb ers  o f  the crew were  
b a i l ing o u t  so  h e  at t empted t o  open h is  own escape h at ch . This  was j ammed so he  went t o  
the w a i s t  h atch . A t  f i r s t  t h i s  j ammed b u t  he managed t o  f ree  i t  and h e lped the  two 
remain ing members of the crew , both of whom were wounded t o  bail out . 

A l l  members o f  t h e  crew bai led out safely with the except ion of  the engi neer who had 
been k i l led when putt ing on his  parachute .  The a irmen l anded in the v i c i n i t y  o f  Bress i a ,  
4533N 1 0 1 3E ,  near Leudr i ana ( ? ) . Source was immediately p icked up by a C arabin iero who set 
off for his  headquarters on a motorc y c l e  w i t h  s o urce  r i d in g  on the b ack . At  t h e  f i r s t  
c u r v e  i n  the  road  when t h e  machine slowed down � ource j umped o f f  and made off  across the 
fields . The Carabiniaro stopped and fired about three sho t s  from a s m a l l  p is t o l  b u t  d i d  
not h i t  source who h i d  i n  the hedges unt i l  it  was dar k .  

A f t e r  dark  s ource made h i s  way t o  a farmhouse where h e  was g iven some food and a g i ft 
of  c i v i l i an c lo thes by the  farme r . He  s t ayed t h e  n i gh t  i n  t h e  house  then  spent . the  
fo l l owing  week h i d ing  i n  an  outhouse  b e i ng fed by the  farmer . After a week had e l apsed 
ource was t aken to another p lace wh e r e  he found  some E n g l ish  ex pr i s oners  o f  w ar .  He  

st ayed about a week during which t ime he  obtained news o f  the  rest o f  his crew . 

A f t e r  a week here source and the others were introduced t o  an I tal ian woman who spoke 
Engl ish and was connected with a Helpers Organ izat ion . Her father had been t ak i ng care  o f  
t h e  m i s s i n g  members o f  �snurce ' s  crew . She took them along t o  her organizat ion who in turn 
took the party t o  a Part isan camp in t h e  mo u n t a i n s  where  t h ey met B r i t i s h  and Ame r ican 
esc.ap�· (?) 

Two  weeks  were  spent  at t h i s  c amp under not very good condi t ions . Source found out 
from Part isans where the co-pi lot was and went down and brought h im to the h ideout . 

The  t wo Amer i c ans  and t h ree Eng l ishmen dec ided  t h at they should att empt to get to 
Switzer l and as a drive had been started against the guer i llas .  They hi red their own gu ides 
and on 1 1  November 1 943 , they crossed the border into Switzerland . 

T hey  r eported  t o  the  Swiss pol ice who on orders from the off icer commanding escapees 
t ook them to Berne . They were put with other internees and al lowed t o  l i v e  t h e  s ame s o r t  
of  l ife but l ived in d i fferent hotels under orders of  the American m i l i t ary  attache .  Whi le 
here Source met the pilot , nav i g a t o r  and bombard ier  a l l  o f  whom h ad been h e l p e d  by  an 
I t al i an organ izat ion . 

Source  and ano ther  e n l isted man on hearing that Grenoble h ad been t aken and that  the 
Rhone Valley was control led by the Maqu is decided to escape and get back to A l l i ed h ands . 
They  s e t  o ff for  a p o i n t  south  o f  L ak e  Geneva  where  they h ad been told  it was s afe to 
cross . The two escapees got lost in the mount ains for about s ixteen h o u r s , when  they  d i d  
f i n a l l y  encounter  someone t h ey found  they  w e r e  i n  France . The F rench peasant d irected 
them to Oyennez , 461 6N 0539E , where they  found the  Maqu is  in contr o l .  T h ey were  g iven  
food and sheltered before being t aken to Annecy , 455N 0608 E .  
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I n  Annecy , t hey  s t ruck  a spot  o f  bo ther  as t h e  c h i ef of the local Maquis movement 
thought they were German spies . After a lot of argument , an interpre t e r  was produced  who 
proved the a i rmen ' s  i d en t i fy a f t e r  which they were sent to the Amer ican Headquarters in  
Grenob l e .  

F rom here  t h ey were  sent t o  an Al l ied airfield where they obt ained an a i r  passage t o  
Bari v ia  Cors ica .  

3 Incls : 
I ncl 1 - L t r ,  983 . 6  
I ncl 2 , 3  - Appendix B ,  C 

W . L .  JONES , 
Captain,  AC . ,  
Interrogator 

APPENDI X  8 

Anna  M a h l ony - Cremon a ,  4508N  1 00 1 E  - Helped  Source  t o  cont act Engl ish organizat io n .  
Helped t ake care o f  the crew members . Warned crew members o f  interrogation in Switzerl and . 

APPENDIX  C 

8 .  T/Sgt Richard Dickerson - Was shot through head and k i lled while putt ing on chute .  
P ilot  - Ot is Lee  F/0 K nown t o  h ave been i n  F r ance on t h e  way t o  I t al y ,  

hav ing escaped from Switzer l and . 
Rudolph ,  Manchel , Navigator 

Lt Carve r ,  Bombardier 

Is in Switzerland with American Legat ion at Berne . 

F/0 Car l eton Alderson 
Also in Switzerland with Legat ion in Berne . 

I s  in Bern , Switzerl and 
Co-p i lot 

W i l l iam Jones , S/Sgt 
R ight waist gunner 

I s  P r i soner  o f  War  i n  Germany . I nformed by Red Cross 
in Sw itzerland . 

Cunningham ,  S/Sgt 
Left waist gunner 

Also Prisoner of War in Germany . 

R itter , George 
Ball  turret gunner 

Received t elegram from nav igator ' s  parents stat ing that 
R i tter had returned t o  States . 

Krame r ,  Ralph , T/Sgt P risoner of  War in Germany 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 

1 .  Lee , O t is Saber , F/0 , T-601 45 , 99th Bomb Group , 346th Squadron 

Born - 1 6  September 1 920 
Enlisted - 23 J anuary 1 941 
Home Address - RFD #2 , Rockdale ,  Miami , Oklahoma 
Peacet ime Occupation - Student 
MIA - 6 October 1 943 
RTD - 4 September 
Miss ions - 24 
Duty - P ilot  

2 .  Never in Enemy H ands 

3 .  On a m ission to northern I t al y ,  6 October 1 943 , 8-1 7 aircraft 
Bresc i a .  The  c o n t r o l s  and e l e c t r i c a l  s y s t em were  shot  o u t . 
Eng ineer , V i c t o r  G .  Dickerson , b a i l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
1 230 .  

5 September 1 944 

was att acked by E/A near 
A l l  the  crew b u t  the 

Bresc i a  from 1 8000 ft - at 

Upon l anding Source was p icked up by I t al i an part isans and t aken t o  the woods where he 
was h idden unt i l  dar k .  That n ight the I t a l ians brought Source civi l ian clothes and showed 
h im the d irect ion  of the front l ines . Walking in the d irect ion of  the l ines many Germans 
were met . He then decided against t r avel ing south . I n  a small  town about  2 3 0m i l es south  
of  T ur i n  Source  boarded  a bus  for Milan . On  1 1  Oct 1 943 he  left  Mi lan on  a train headed 
for the Swiss border . He was accompan ied by an I t a l i an during the t r i p .  Upon reaching the 
border  Source  succeeded in e v ading the German P atrol  anq crossed into Switzwerl and on 1 3  
October 1 943 . When he reached the first small  t own h e  repor ted  t o  the  Swiss  p o l i ce who 
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cont acted  the Amer i c an M i l i t ary A t t ache  in Bern. He was then t aken to  Bern a�d turned 
over to the Attache on 1 7  October 1 943. From there he was t aken  to Bas le  to an internee 
camp but  a f t e r  s i x  weeks  was r ec l as s i f ied as  an escapee  and r e t urned  �o Bern  �n 30  
November 1 943 .  After 5 weeks in  Bern he  was t ak�n t o  Klosfers where  he  remained unt  11  30  
May  1 94 4 .  F rom Klosftrs Source was moved to  G/,o)'lt.1 He remained at  (j/;on unt i l  23 . August 1 944 
at which t ime he was t aken to St Gin:,�f ( ? ) .  At this to�n Source  _met  the  Maquis  who took  
h im  to  an American Army D i v is ion which made pl ans for h is  evacuat ion . Source was evacuated 
from an air strip ( near ja/ o� )  to Bar i  v i a  Naples on 4 September 1 944 . 

3 lnclosures :  
Incl  1 - Ltr , 383 .65  
Incl  2 - Appendix  B 
Incl  3 - Appendix C 

Captain Jones ( American ) 
( ? )  Borina ( It al ian woman in Milan )  

GEORGE D .  McWILL IAMS 
2nd L t. AC 
Interrogator 

APPENDI X  C 
7. Escapees Carlton O. Alderson , CoP ilot , Glion 

Thomas Carber , Bombard ier , Bern 
Rudolph E .  Mench l ,  Nav igat or , Bern 
Leonard A .  Farley ,  Tail  Gunner , France 

8. Casualt ies V ictor G. Dickerson was k i l led in the plane before the crash . 

9. P . 0.Ws. Ralph E .  Krame r ,  Radio  Operator , Germany 
Will ie C. Jones , Waist Gunner , Germany 
Harry L. Cunningham , Waist Gunner , Germany 

ESCAPE STATEMENT 
1 .  Blankenheim , Norbert E ,  348 Sq . ,  99th Gp . 

Born - 22 Oct 1 9 1 5  Enlisted - 5 July 1 942 
Home Address - 2029 St . Mi lwaukee , W i s .  
Peacetime Profession - Printer 
MIA  - 24 Sep 44 RTD - 1 2  Oct 44 Miss ions - 27 

1 .  Pul l ing , Will i am G. , 1 21 72699 , 348 Sq . ,  99 Gp .  
Born - 1 5  June 1 923  Enlisted - 18  Nov  42 
Home Address - Old Forge , N. Y .  
Peacet ime Profession - Telegrapher 

1 2  Oct 1 944 
USA/SKP /1 1 8  

MIA - 24 Sep 44 RTD - 1 2  Oct 44 Miss ions - 5 
2 .  T/Sgt  W i l l ima G. Pull ing was fly ing on the same plane as L t  Blanke

t
nheim

r�:����
a
,
to

J�. 
o
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the miss ion t o  T rena. On 24 July  44 about 1 5  minutes before the t arge was 
engine  lost  O i l  pressure  and wou l d  not  feather , a few m inutes l �t er it caught fire and 

started to "windmill. " Bombs had been salvoed in a field ,  and the p i lot -- Lt Fast -- gave 

the  order  t o  b a i l  o u t .  Source s aw seven chutes including his  own , and does not know what 
became of the other three . 

Source  l anded  north  o f  Genoa on a mount ains ide,  hid h is chute and contacted the t ai l  
gunner S/Sgt Mill who landed nearby. B y  moving fu:ther up the h ill they contact ed  another 
two members o f  their crew , T /Sgt Harry and S/Sgt Miller . 

A l l  wa lked  down the h i l l  and obtained food from an I talian pe�sant and _ headed towards 

the coast __ using their compasses . Another peasant was contacted Just outs ide Genoa on 25 

Jul y ,  and the party l ived in a h ayshed on a farm for three day s .  

T h e  I t al i an helper  t o o k  them on  2 8/9 J u l y  throug� Genoa s�burbs onto a h i l l  o n  the 

east s ide where they hid  out w ith 4 Russ ians and 1 Aus t r i an so ldier  who were  w a i t ing  t o  
join the Partisans. 

19 
After about a week in  this  area -- gett ing food from peasants -- Source and h is 

three companions were taken by a Russian colone l from the  Part is ans i n t o  an area on the  
west s ide of  the main road running N from Genoa. Here Source contacted Lt Blankenheim and 
the radio operator -- T/Sgt Marech at a Hq of the Partisan band. 

T /Sgt Pul l ing and L t  Bl ankenhe im , w i t h  others in t h e  part y ,  left Part isan camp 7 
August 1 944 at 0230. Germans were approaching. All  six of crew were try ing to  reach some 
S. A fricans in h i d ing. Go t  there in evening  of same day . Jo.ined eleven other S. A. s 
nearby . Left Wed a.m. for vicinity of La  Spezi_a to wait for l ines to come to them S t ayed 
f irst  n igh t  near Busel l a ,  4455N , 8 - 5 5 E , next night near At tone and stayed there one day 
leaving around 0930 on the next morning , 1 3  August 1 944 . Part isa1is in whose camp they h ad 
s t ayed , took them by truck t o  town near Alp ieselle - 441 5[ , 9-SOE . Next morning went t o  
Cavat i where they met some So. AFricans who told them of an Italian who had been sent up in 
area to h e lp our men and who had a radio. Waited two days there for instruct ions and then 
found out they would have to be at Motereggio by 20 August to pick up gu ide  -- a r r ived on 
t ime , b u t  no g u i de .  On 2 1 s t  l e f t  to f ind another guide whom they contacted on n ight of  
2 1 s td ,  this guide had contact with 5 t h  Army .  Party had swel led to  1 1  by  then . Stayed near 
Mont eregg i on unt i l  2 Sep when they left because of poor food. Stayed one day at Torpiano 
then went to Sesseta .  Were t aken there  by E ye t is  par at rooper who was wa i t ing  for a 
l aunch. Stayed there t i l l  30  Sep ( T hey s tayed in area of  Torpiano going to surrounding 
v i l lages for food. ) and then found they could go through lines. P icked up F i fth Army guide 
and r at ions at Onsto l i a. Left  th ere 1 Oct . Spent next  5 days gett ing to l ines and 
through them . On 6 October near town of Capriglia  met first US troops. Stayed t h at n igh t  
in  P i e t rassan t a. V ia  t ruck then to  V iaragg io , 7 t h  Oct ; L i vorni o ,  F lorence on t he  8th of  
Oct. , Arezzo the ninth and Rome then to  Naples on the 1 1 th ,  arr iving Bari 1 2  Oct 1 944. 

3 Incls 
Incl 1 - Ltr  383. 6 ( 2 )  

2 - Append,ix B 
3 - Appendix F 

A . A. BATHS 
1 st L t. , A.C. 
Interrogator 

APPEND I X  B 
Ocendi L iovio - T orpiano - fed three men 2 meals a day for 1 6  days. 
Gu iseppa Bargo - T o r p i ano - breakfast  for two weeks - woman mended socks - washed 
clothes, etc. 

APPENDI X  F 
Says 1 5  U . S. paratroopers near Attone had landed at night in rocks and all were pretty  well 
banged up. Were in  a patriot hospital. Thinks they may have contacted 5th Army by now. 
Heavy n igh t  t r aff ic  moving nor th  out of Genova in  July & August. Be l ieved moving toward 
Allessandria .  Other four members of crew last heard from as being near 4408N-1007E , 3 Sep 
1 944. No thoughts on P i lot , co-pi lot , or R ight  Waist  Gunner - Bombard ier landed in 
proximity of  L t .  Blankenheim. 

PRESS RELEASE 
FROM: 99th Bomb G roup 
THRU : 5th Wi ng ( U S )  
November 1 2 ,  1943 

ATTENTION : Lowel l ,  Mas s . ,  Sun  

By S/Sgt . Wi l l i am Br i n k  Jr . 

A N  ADVANCED  NORTH AFR ICAN AIR  BASE--Veteran of hi stori c F l y i n g  Fortres s  ra i d  on Rome 
a n d  s erv i ce i n  two war  t heater s , 1 st Lt . Stanl ey J .  Pol ak , 22 , of 552 E .  Merri mack St . ,  
Lowel l ,  Mas s . ,  a Fortres s nav i gato r ,  i s on h i s way home from North Afri ca after comp l et i n g  
h i s a l l otted 5 0  bombi ng mi s s i ons with  the 1 5th Ai r Force . 

Pol a k headed for Eng l and Sept . 2 5 ,  1 942 , t a k i n g  off f rom Goo s e Bay , L a b ra do r ,  a n d  
s pe nt  more  t h a n  f i ve mon t h s  i n  t he  B r i t i sh I s l es before bei n g  as s i g ned to  combat duty i n  
North Afri c a .  

W i t h  Maj . Gen . Doo l i t t l e ' s powerful  Med i terranean armada the nav i gator began combat 
f lyi ng May 1 5 ,  1943 , w ith  a rai d on Ter ranova , Sardi n i a ,  and f i n i shed up october 30 wi t h  a 
m i s s i o n t o  T u r i n ,  I t a l y .  He  h a s been deco rated w i t h  t h e  a i r Meda l  a n d  n i ne Oak Leaf 
Cl usters . 



2n 
Pol ak was gradu ated from Lowe l l  H i gh  School i n  1938 and took post graduate work at the  

school unt i l  enteri ng th e Ai r Forces as  a cadet Dec . 18 ,  1941 . Unmarri ed , he i s  the son of 
Mr .  and Mrs . Frank Pol ak  of Lowel l .  

- -bb- -

November 1 2 ,  1943 

ATTENT ION : Berthoud , Co l o . ,  B u l l et i n  
Long Beach , Ca l . ,  Press Tel egram 
Long Beach , Ca l . ,  Sun 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A I R  BASE- -Veteran of both h i stori c F ly i ng Fort ress rai d s  on 
Rome , 2 n d  Lt . Dean H .  Col eman , 28 year o l d  F l yi ng fortress navi gator of 24 Esperanza , Lon g 
Beach , Ca l . ,  i s  on h i s  way home from North Afri ca after  compl eti ng h i s  a l l otted 5 0  bomb i n g  
m i s s i ons wi th the 1 5t h  Ai r Force . 

Co l eman b e g a n  comba t f lyi ng May 24 , 1943 , wi t h a rai d on LaMaddel l ena , Sardi ni a ,  and 
f i n i shed up  October 31 wi th a mi ss ion to Antheor i n  sout h  France.  He has been awarded t h e  
a i r Medal and ei ght Oak Leaf C l usters . 

Born  a t B e rthoud , Col o . ,  Col eman graduated from Long Beach Polytechni c H i g h School i n  
1933 and i n  1938 recei ved a B . S .  deg ree i n  accou nt ing  from t he U n i vers i ty of Kan s a s . U n 
marr i ed , h e  was offi ce manager for the Paci f i c  Fi nance Co . of Long Beach unt i l  enteri ng  the 
Ai r Forces as a cadet Feb .  4 ,  1942 . He won h i s  navi gato r ' s  wings Jan . 2 ,  1 943 , at Mather  
F i el d ,  Sacramento ,  Cal . 

--bb--
AN ADVANCED NORTH 'AFR I CAN AIR BASE -- 1 st Lt . Anthony S .  Mast ropaol o ,  27 , of 1858 Maml i n  

Ave . , Tyrone ,  P a . , a S i c i l i an -born F ly i n g  Fortress bombard i e r  who oft en  d ropped h i g h ex
p l o s i ves  on  h i s n a t i ve cou nt ry ,  i s  on  h i s  way home f rom North Afri ca after compl et i ng h i s  
a l l otted 50 mi ssi ons wi t h t he 1 5t h  U . S .  Ai r Force . 

Mast ropaol o began combat f lyi ng  May 25 , 1943 , wi th a rai d on LaMadde l l e n a , S a r d i n i a ,  
a nd  f i n i s h ed  u p  Oc t ober 31 wi th a mi s s i on to AnthQIOr i n  southern F rance .  I n  between were 
many smas h i ng ,  h i gh a l t i tude attacks on targets i n  S ic i l y ,  Ita l y ,  Aus t r i a a n d  G reece . H e  
h a s  been awarded the Ai r Medal  a n d  n i ne Oak Leaf C l u sters . 

The i mp l i cati ons i n  bombi ng h i s  homel and Mastropaol o di smi ssed with the comme nt : " I t 

was my job . "  
The  bomb a rd i e r  was g ra d u ated f rom Tyrone  H i g h School i n  1934 and i n  1940 from the 

Un i vers i ty of Al abama , where he maj ored i n  commerce and fi n a n c e . S i n g l e ,  h e  e nt e red t h e  
a rmy as  an  e n l i s t ed  man Apri l 22 , 1-941 and was accepted as a cadet Jan . 1 2 ,  1 942 . H e  won 
h i s  bomba rdi er� s wi ngs i n  November ,  1942 , at Al buquerq u e ,  NM . 

--bb--
November 12 , 1943 

ATTENTION :  Charl eston , W . Va . ,  Gazette 
Logan , W . Va . ,  Banner 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN AIR BASE--Credi ted wi th bl ast i n g  down a Messersc hmi tt 109 i n  
aeri a l  combat a l th ough wounded by enemy pu rsu i t  fi re , Staff Se rgea nt Atho l  A .  S t r i c k l a n d , 
20 , of B l a i r , W .  V a . ,  a F ly i ng  Fort ress wa i st gunne r ,  i s  on h i s  way home from North Africa 
after comp l eti ng  h i s  a l l otted 50 bombi ng m i s s i on s .  

Str i ck l and bagged the ME 109 over Fogg i a ,  I ta l y ,  on a day when 40 enemy pu rs u i t j umped 
h i s  Fort ress format i on .  Al though wounded early i n  t h e  s c r a p ,  h e s t ayed at h i s  g u n s  a n d  
sent the 109 crashi ng  i n  fl ame s .  He was awarded t h e  Purpl e Heart for h i s  i nj u ri es and a l so 
has  recei ved the  Ai r Meda l . 

Th e g u n n e r  bega n  comba t fl y i n g May 6 ,  1 943 ,  wi th a mi s s i on to Marsal a ,  S i ci l y ,  and 
fi n i s hed up November 2 wi th a rai d on an  Aust r i a n  target . 

Born at Sha rpl es , W .  Va . ,  Stri ckl and l eft h i g h  school to en l i st i n  the a rmy October 8 ,  

1941 . He i s  u nmarri ed . 

AN ADVANCED NORTH AFR I CAN A IR  BASE -- 1 st Lt . Robert W .  Hai n of Tres Pi nos , Cal . ,  fl ew 
home h i s  patched u p  F ly i ng  fortress today and brought wi th h i m  a t a l e  of n ea r  d i s a s t er  i n  
t h e s k i es over  I t a l y  whe n  he  waded a l l a l one th rough a ha i l of German pursu i t fi re with  
only two good engi nes and only one mach i ne gun  t u r ret ope rat i n g t o h o l d  t h e  f i g h t ers  at 

bay . 

21 
Th e 2 7  yea r o l d  p i l ot ,  a veteran  of 47 m i s s i on s , b rought h i s  c rew safel y t h rough the  

o rdeal and : anded at an  emergency fi e l d i n  Cors i c a .  The l one gunne r ,  Sergeant F rederi ck G .  T e r h _u n e , 2 3  o f  6 38  E .  2 5 t h  S t . ,  P a t e r s o n , N .J . ,  destroyed one of four att ack i ng Messerschm1 tt 109s and p robab ly  destroyed a second . 
. I t was  o n

1 1

t h e  F o rt r�s� ra i d  over Bal zano November 1 0  when t he  No . 1 eng i ne of Mai n ' s  s h i p  suddend l y  conked out J u st s hort of the ta rget . The p i l o t was  forced  t o  o r d e r  th e bombs  ? a l v a g e d , fea t h e r  t h e  u se l e s s  e n g i ne  a n d  p u l l out of th e p rotect i ve cover of h i s  format i on .  
"W; were a l l a l o ne t hen , "  Ha i n sa i d ,  "and four ME 109s j umped on us . "  

_ A 20 _ mm s he l l f rom one of the purs u i t  pl owed i nt o  t h e  g a s  t a n k  of  N o .  3 e n g i ne  b u t  
l uck i l y d i d  not e�p l od e .  Terhune , who a s  eng i neer o n  the s h i p  h a d  aba ndoned h i s  top turret 
to t ransfer  gasol i ne from the feathered No . 1 to No . 3 ,  h a s t i l y  b e g a n  t o  s h i ft f u e l  f rom No . 3 to No . 2 .  

" G as  was pouri ng  out of the punctu red tank , "  Ma i n  s ai d ,  " a nd No . 3 en g i ne wasn ' t  much good . Al l t h i s  t i me t racers were fly i n g  past my wi n dow l i k e  f i rewo r k s  a n d  I was amazed  that we  on ly  got that one  h i t . "  
Ma i n  �rdered _ Te rhune back to h i s  �u rret . �1 1 other  guns  i n  the  rea r  of the s h i p--ba l l  tu r re� , t ai l ,  rad i o  compartment a�d wai st--had J ammed o r  were otherw i se not funct i oni n g .  . . I rushed back to my t u r ret , Te rhune  sa i d ,  taki ng  up the story ,  "and saw the four MEs s i tt i n g  a bout 250 yards beh i nd us , f i r i n g l ei sure l y .  I d i dn ' t  h a ve t i me to use  my s i g h t s . I swung  my � u r ret on  t hem and f i red a four second b u rs t .  One d ropped and sta rted down i n  f l ames • I f1  red two more bursts and  another one spouted smoke and went down . 11 

. �he  �rew l o s t s i g h t  of  t h �  f i r s t p l a n e , b u t  t h e  s e c o n d  was  s e e n  t o  c r a s h f o r  a def1 � i te v � ctory . Te rhune , one t i me Paterson semi p ro p i t cher  and foot ba l l  pl aye r  has  fou r p re v i ous  vi ctor i e s  to h i s  cred i t  i n  32 m i s s i on s . 
' 

. T h e  J e r r i e s  t u r n e d  t a i l  b u t  H a i n ' s  t roub l es  weren ' t  over yet . Somet h i ng  went wron 
;1 th the  feathered No . 1 prope l l e r and i t  began to "wi ndmi l l "  u n d e r  a i r p r e s s ure . No . � a n  out  of  g a s  a n d  h ad to be feathered . No . 3 was st i l l  turn i ng but not putt i ng out much powe r .  

1 1  I headed for a l and i ng  fast " 
has � smal l f i el d .  I t  was n ' t  eas; . 
run n i ng  off . "  

t he pi l ot sai d .  " We were near Adj a cc i o ,  Cors i c a ,  whi c h I had to  swi ng  fast at the  end of the ru nway to  a vo i d  
. .  Days l at e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  F o r t r e s s  h a d  b e e n  repa i red , Ha i n f l ew h i s  s h i p  back to North Afri ca  and was ready for m i s s i on No . 48 . 

-- bb - - ( Photo )  

M u t u a l l y  c o n g r a tu l a t i ng each other a re two members of  a F l y i n g  Fortress c rew who to-
9;lher  saved thei r sh � p f rom German pu '.su i t  over Bal zano , I t a l y ,  Novem b e r  1 0 .  At l e ft i s  
1 L t . Robert W .  Ha i n ,  27 , of . Tres P i  no s ,  Ca l . ,  who p i l oted the  s h i p  on two eng i nes and a 
punct u red gas t a nk th rough a ha i l of German fi ghter fi re . R i ght i s  S e r g e a n t  F re d e ri c k  G .  
T e r h u n e , 2 3  y e a r  o l d e n g i n e e r - g u n n e r  o f  P a t e rs o n , N . J . ,  1 6 38 E .  25t h  S t . )  who s i ng l e
handedly b l asted  down o n e  of  fou r a t t a c k i n g M e s s e r s c hm i tt 1 09 s  · p ro b a b l y  d e s t royed a 
second . The certa i n v i ctory was Te rhune ' s  fi fth . 

' 

--bb-- ( Phot o )  
November 1 5 , 1 943 

ATTENTI ON :  Hol l i ster , Ca l . ,  F ree Lance 
Paterson , N .J . ,  Even i ng  News , Morni n g  Cal l 

Cha l ki ng up  h i s  fi fth v i ctory over German purs u i t  i s  Sergeant F rederi ck G .  Terhun e ,  23 
y e a r  o l d F l y i n g  F o r t r e s s  e n g i n e e r -g u n n e r  of P aterson , N .J . ,  { 638 E .  25th St . )  whi l e  h i s  
p i l ot ,  i s t  L t . R o b e rt W .  H a i n ,  2 7 , o f  T res P i nes , Cal . ,  l ooks  on . Over Bal zano , I t al y ,  
November 1 0 ,  H a i n brought h i s  sh i p  and  c rew safely th rough a German f i g h t e r  a t t a c k  o n  two 
e n g i nes , w h i l e  T e r h u ne s i ng l e-handed ly destroyed one of fou r Mes serschm itt  109s , probab l y  
destroyed a second . 

- -bb- - { P hoto) 
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N EWS , D U E S  & V I E WS 

Your ed itor  heard a n  i nterest i ng  story du ri ng  the Seatt le  reuni on . At a l unch counter 

i n  the town of Buri en , a former Boei ng  emp l oyee jo i ned i n  the genera l r em i n i s c i n g  a n d  t h e  

fo l l owi ng eme rged : 
I t  s eems t h at under the stress of ordi nary format i on f ly i ng , an  occas i on a l  wi ng wou l d  

fa l l  of.( a  B-17 . T h i s  caused ta l k  and Boe i n g  at once i nvest i gated . I t  w a s  f o u n d  t hat  t h e  

b o l t s  we re  be i n g  t i g ht e n ed  by  h u s ky g e nt l emen newly recrui ted f rom the logg i ng camps of 

Was h i ngton . Some of these ex- l oggers gave good measure i ndeed when t i ghteni ng s a i d  bo l t s : 

They added a p i pe " cheater" to  the l a rge wrench , thus somet imes caus i ng the bo lt  threads to 

pass the y i e l d  poi nt w ithout st ri ppi ng  the t h reads . 
So now you know !  George 

George, I found out that , if you want to locate a fellow comrade, the 
way is to write a seeking letter t o t he last known address or the 

V.F .W.  Service Office of the known State or Veteran' s  Adminis tration 

office in the state . The seeking letter to  the las t known address 

is to the newspaper of that town which usually has a Lett er To The 

Editor Column. Fab Fabiniak 

Thanks , Fall> . We have had the time and energy (and  money ) to send 

post cards to  people of the s ame las t name in the to wn of last address , 

but we have not been able to do anything on the phone nor to write 

personal letters . Our postcards have really been adequate unt il 

now but the time has come when our b ig returns are coming from you 

faithful searchers who can write and call ro lo cate your crews
b t 

Incidently it takes time to research the names sent t o  us , u 

we do et t h; job done . I t  may take several months t o  locate the 

direct�ry for an indivi dual,  but mostly the delay is about one month .  
geo 

Lawrence Cortes i t s latest book, OPERATION ROME, is a. out the in
terdiction of the Italian rai l system. I en joyed it thoroughly and:-! 'be
lieve that you will too.  It is hard to obtain, for reasons kn(;).:rn only 
to the publisher. � geo 

Dorothy Wrentmore is  going t o  �ring a picture to Dayton to raffle 

off for t he Society . Thanks , Dorothy! geo 

Q U OT E S 

Japan, The Final Agony 
One quickly exhausts superlatives when des cribing t he bravery and 

stubborn determination of Japanese troops , for they fought with fanat icism 
in every field and on every occasion. As Field-Marshall Slin has s aid, the 
strength of the Japanese ar�y lay in the spirit of t he individual s oldier; ' He 
fought and marched till he died • • •  it was this c ombination of otledience 
and ferocity that made the Japanese army, whatever its condition, s o  for,nid
able • • •  , To the J�panese s oldier or s ailor, surrender was unthinkable, 
death as light as a feather • .  

Quote of the Month 
"So �ny federal employees are now selling American secrets 
UJ foreigners that the country faces an acute secrets slwrroge." 

Russell Baker 
Syndicated Columnist 
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V' A�d we herewith pre sent the :-niss ing portion of the 1986 ros ter 
·ve O not know how these zippy, ze alous , zesty zealots were omitted .  

Zanon i , Adam J .  
Zawi l a ,  Ed 
Z i c k ,  Lori n W .  
Z i e b a rt h , Joh n 

Z ieg l er , Max A .  
Z i g  l e r  , C l  ay O • 
Zygmond , Wa l ter J .  

99t h  Bomb Group Member L i st :  Z 

219 Common St . 
5254 W George St .  
140  1st St 
c/o Comstock E ng i neeri ng 

391 Tay l o r  Bl vd . ,  S u i te 110 
500 E .  18th St .  
3930 Forest Manor Ave . 
68 Whi tehead Ave . 

T A PS 

Brai ntree 
Chi cago 
P ra i r i e  du Sac 

Pl easant H i l l  
Jasper 
I nd i anapo l i s  
Sayervi l l e  

MA 02184 
I L  60641 
WI 53578 

CA 94523 
AL 35501 
I N  46226 
NJ 

' 

346 

346 

Assoc 
416 
348 
346 

C arel F .  Carter of the 416th died April 30th, 1970 . C . b. Boggs 

. Philip C. O ' Reil ly died January 1 1 ,  1 986 .of a heart attack 
which �ollowed apparently succe s sful lung surgery. Phil ip' s 
last mis sion with the 416th wa s  April 5, 1944 over Ploe sti M/Y 
H� flew �oet _.of his mi ssions as tail gunner in Sweater Girl vi ih 
pilot• William Osborne, Robert Braung�rt and Charles Bot;gs. 

Dear George ; 
I am sorry to inform you of the death of my father,  Paul M .  Fellas 

Bnx 9 ,  Snangler PA , in Oc�:ober .  My father passed away of a sudden heart 
attack on the 15th . He was a member of the 347th, 99th B·omb r!roup . l 
must tell you that he looked forward to your news letters , reading every 
o:r:ie from cover to cover, and save d every issue . He always· said he would 
like to go to a reunion when he ret ired ,  but he pas sed away two wee ks 
b0 fo-re retirenent which would have been on the 31s t .  

S incerely yours 

C H A N G ES O F  A D R E S S  

Robert G.  Mack 
L . B . Warner 
Theodore Sharp 
Mrs . John E .  Roquemore 
John Casley 

41 Turtleback Trail Po int Vedra · 
2988 N .  Oakridge Dr . Harrah 
46 Langfield Dr. Buffalo 
5854 Dickson Rd. Jacksonville 

30518 Southfield #211 Southfield 

Paul Fellas 

FL 32082 
OK 7,30l+5 
NY 14215 
FL 322 11 

MI  48076 
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626 Edward 4 . Spear 814 Shadow Lane Prattville AL 36067 
638 George G. Coffin 100 Polk St. Burlington IA 52601 346 
639 Charles M. Nedef.f 1815 Market St. Parke rsburg WY 26101 .346 
6�0 Wallace A. Bush 308 N. Red Hill . Rd. Martinsburg WV 

;
401 4+6 

6fl.l Lowell Stauffer 197 Fairlawn Ave . Wadsworth OH 281 3� 
642 Prancis D. Ambrose 2�8 Bridge Ave. Bay ffead NJ O 742 3�7 
64,3 Chaples R. Jeffers Box 758 · Pocono Piines PA 16350 .346 
644 George L .  Good�urn 1071 Bee chview Dr. N. Werthington OH 43065 �6 
645 Ernest R. Jenkins 73 Folly Rd. Blvd. Charlefton SO 29407 
646 David c • .  Conner 7050 SW Hooaview �l. Beave�ton OR 97005 
647 Rol:>ert J. Cannellos Box 2>µ � Syracuse NY 13209 
646 Louis Coury 1206 Portland Ave. Cambridge OH 43725 lµ6 
649 M . C. Stout 2204 Running De er L'ane , New  Port Ri cheyFL 33552 ·HQ 
650 George F. Perry 6236 SW 47th Place Portland OR 97221 416 
651 Henry A. Duft 409 Meramec Sta. Rd. Valley Park MO 63088 JOlBG 
652 Jack B. !lam.ks 5712 Wallace Neal Rd. Charlotte NC ze�6 348 
65f Bill Aspengren 703 33rd S t .  De s Moines lA 50312 Ass o o .  
65 Henry c. Orlofski 15 Paul Place Haskell NJ 07420 34a 
65 Walter c .  Be ckham 3!µ.9 Ge orgia St. NE Albuquerque NM 87110 3SJ�u 
656 Donald E .  Hatch 12'4.2 Hatch Rd. Waterloo NY 13165 346 
657 Mrs. Pe ggy Park 80� Twin Points Horseshoe !end AR 72512 3�7 
658 Italo D. Bucalo 2020 Emily st. Philadelphia PA 19145 4i6 
659 Nick Rajkovich 340 Palmetto Dr. Lake Park FL 3)403 301�0 
660 Milton E. Ficklin 25�7 Easton Tulsa OX 7�27 347 




